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EXPLANATION  OF  TKE  PLATES. 
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I. — Frontispiece.     Alnwick  from  the  South  West. 

II. —  To  Face  Parje  9.     Pre-Roman  Antiqnilies  of  Alnwick. 

1. — Earthenware  Vessel  fruiii  tt "pukhral  Ciat,  White  House, 

pa-e  11. 
2.-  -I'.lai-Uienware  VcdSi'l  from  TiHt,  ITnirm^-hoii-h,  p.  11. 
o— Kurt  hen  ware  Vessel  rVoiu  Oi^t,  ^\'lut(<  llou^i:,  \;.  12. 
■I.-— ]'',.u-tiienware  V'essi'l  fruui  C'ibt,  Mujr  Lodye,  p.  11. 
c'k— r.njrizc:  tSpear  lieail,  j).  11. 
6.— Uiai.imenteil  Bron/.o  Impl'^ment,  p.  15. 
7 — Uruniie  SockeleJ  Celt,  ]>.  11. 
8.— I.eaf  Shaped  lironze  Sft'oi'd,  p.  11. 

9.  —  Flint  Arrow  ]  load  from  Scpalciii'al  Ci.st,  White  House,  p.  12. 
10. -Stone  Celt,  p.  13. 
11. — Standin,";  Stone,  p.  17. 
12.  —  (Jamp,  Alin\ick  Moor,  p.  10. 
13. — Camp,  Brislaw,  p.  9. 
14.  — Stone  Celt  Sharpened,  ]>.  13. 
111.— To  Face  Fage  39.     Alniuoulh  Sa.\.on  Cros.s. 
To  Face  Vaije  97. 

J.  1 . — Charter  of  AVilliam  Do  Vosci  to  the  Burges.ses  of  Alnwick. 
2. — Plan  of  Alnwick  Ca.stle  in  lUSO,  ehewin^  the  jjorliciiis 
rcmaininp;of  the  Norman  l^^ra,  p.  8(3. — a.  (Jtiter  Pai'cy.  i!. 
•  Inner  Bailey,  c.  Inner  Ward.  a.  Kemaiiis  of  the  Norman 
Castlo.  l.Barhican.  2.Crarret.  S.Abbot'sTowor.  4.Armoiir- 
er's  Tower.  5.  Falconer's  Tower.  G.l'ostcrn  Tower.  7.  Ciin- 
Btalile's  Tower.  8.  Kavine  Tower.  9.  Gardener's  Q'ower. 
10.  lIouKowith  IIorMe-uiill.  1).  Aliddle  Gateway,  formerly 
a  Porter's  Ijodj^e  and  Slrout;-  Prison.  12.  Chapel.  13. 
Auditor's  Tower.  11.  St.ihU:*.  15.  Corner  Tower,  lij. 
Stabled.  17.  Garret.  lS.CluquerHou.se.  19.  Conduit.  20. 
Keej)  arOLUid  Inner  Ward.  Sec  from  Faijc  2-')3  to  2oG. 
Plato  V. —  To  Face  Farje  85.     ]\jrtions  of  Alnwick  Castle. 

Fig.     1. — Arch  of  the  Norman  Kee]),  erected  about  1140,  and  the 
Percy  Draw-well,  about  1320. 
Octaj^-on  'J'owers  of  the  Keep,  erected  about  1330. 
3. — Pi  adhoe  Tower,  erected  bv  Aluernon,  the  Fouith  Duke  of 


IV. 


Fi 
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Plato 
I'late 


-Pi  adhoe  Tower,  erected  by  Alyorr 
NorthumberkiiKl,  1853. 


VI.  — To    Face   Fcuje   307.     Alnwick   Ca.stle   from   the    North,   from    a 

Photograph  by  George  Potter,  18G5. 
VII.— 7b  Face  Faije  241.    'Chantry  House    of   St.   Mary  or    Alnwick 

Grammar  School,  erected  about  1450.     Bondgate  Towur, 

erected  about  14.50. 
VIII. — To  Face  I'arje  321. —  Alnwick  Ca.stlo  in  1728,  fi'om  a  Drawing  by 

Buck. 
IX.— To  Face  Page  377.     Bometrical  View  of  Alnwick  Castle,   1806, 

Drawn  by  F.  R.  Wilson,  .tVi-ehitect  AJuwiek. 


EXPLANATION  OF  WOODCUTS. 


Page  15.  — Gold  ruiiuniiular  Orniunont,  Coopci'a  lliU,  Alnwick;  Fig.  1, 
Perspuctivc  Yiuw  Bhuwiag  tlio  Oruuiuentcd  Surfacu ;  I'lg.  2, 
Proiile  Yiuw. 

,,  22.  — Fig.  3,  8 i do  View  of  Brachyeoplialic  Skull  from  Tosaon  Cist ; 
Fig.  4,  View  of  tho  Crown  ;  Fig.  ij,  Iron  NVcapou  from  Toasou 
Citit. 

„       24. — Fig.    G,  Plan  of  Stone  Circle,  Three  Stono  Ijurn. 
■    „       25. — Fig.    7,  Characteristic  Formy  of  NorUnuiibriau  Rock  Inscriptions. 

„       27. — Fig.    8,  Inscribed  Stone  at  Old  Pewick. 

„       yi. — Fig.    9,  Roman  Altar,  Gloster  Ilill. 

„  50. — Fig.  10,  jMalcolm's  Cross,  with  renuiins  of  the  Old  Cross  in  tho 
liackgrouud. 

„       99.— Fig.  11,  Alnwick  Borough  Seal. 

„     104. — Fig.  12,  I'>LLSe  of  a  I'illar  of  the  Old  Norman  Cliuich  at  ^Vlnwick. 

„     153. — Fig.  13,  Old  Percy  ^\j'ii\s — I'everley  Minster. 

„     101.— Fig.  14,  Otterburn  Battle  Stone. 

„     170. — Figs.  1-3  and  10,  Arms  of  Hotspur. 

„     175. — Fig.  17,  Slu-ievalty  Seal  of  tho  First  Earl  of  Noilhumhcrland. 

„     182.— Fig.  18,  Seal  of  the  Second  Earl,  in  1435. 

„  183. — Figs.  19  and  20,  Signets  of  the  Counters  and  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land. 

,,  188. — Fig.  21,  Crest — Poynings  ;  Fig.  22,  Badge — PojTiiugs  ;  Fig.  23, 
Badge — Fitz-Paync. 

„  199.— Fig.  24,  Badge  for  Kerbert— a  Bascule,  Waikworth ;  Fig.  25, 
Bascule  with  Ci'cscent,  15overley  ;  Fig.  20.  Crescent  and  Locket, 
Beverley  Chapel;  Fig.  27.  Locket  between  the  Horns  of  a  Crescent. 

„  203.— Fig.  28,  llid.iholme  or  Small  Standard  of  the  Fifth  Earl ;  Fig.  29, 
His  Pi  nrunui.'lli'. 

„     207.— Fig,  o(i,  AriUM  of  tho  Fillli  Karl. 

„     208.— Fig.  31,  Signet  of  tlie  Filth  Jval,  l.)15. 

„     214. — Fig.  32,  Standard  of  the  Sixth  Earl ;  Fig.  33,  His  Pennon. 

„     215. — Figs.  3J,  35,  3G,  His  I'eunons ;  Figs.  37,  38,  His  Peunoncelles. 

„     210.— Fig.  39,  His  Penuoncelle. 

„  248. — Fig.  40,  Herahlic  Design,  Crescent  with  Esperaunce,  Lion  Ramp- 
ant and  Crosiers,  on  a  house  in  Bondgate. 

„     254.— Fig.  41,  Barbican  of  iVlnwick  Castle. 

„     275.— Percy  Crests. 

„     284. — Fig.  42,  Arms  and  Badge  of  the  Seventh  Earl. 

„     310. — Fig.  44,  Percy  Badges  on  Fonts  in  Ingram  and  ^Uuham  Church. 

„  371.— Peimoncellcs  of  Heiu-y  Algernon  Fere)',  Sixth  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland. 

„     402.— Seal  of  the  first  William  dc  Vesci. 

,,     403. — Seal  of  Eustace  do  Yesci. 

,,     404. — Seals  of  Agnes  de  Yesci. 

„     405.  —  Seal  of  John  de  Vescy.  ■  • 

„     412. — Seal  of  Biahop  Bek.  ■      "  ' 

„     414.— Old  Percy  Arms. 

„     416.— Shrievalty  Seal  of  the  First  Earl  of  Northiunberland. 

,,     416. — Hotspur's  Seal. 

„  417.— Arms  of  tho  Fifth  Eail— Percy  Badge,  Crescent  and  Locket, 
tc!)ip.  Henry  YIll. 

„  421.— BaJgLS— Fit^-Payne,  tonp.  E\iz.;  Poynings,  1357;  Poynings, 
14  lU. 
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COrJIECTIONS. 


Page         1,  line  3,  fur  52°  21'  north  read  .i.j"  21'  40"  north. 
1°  42'  west  read  1"  41'  40"  weat. 
14  and  line  4  I'joni  tlio  hoitom  fur  oixor  /•(■(?(/  0/K&5-. 

6,  y'y/'  iSoliiiinii  /Yv^f/  Salonin.'X. 
13,  >•  AEDVLFl'lS  ma/ EAD\a.l''Ey. 
21,  for  old  read  bold. 

■I,  for  Atticus  rcf^/  utiles  Tjanihort. 

7,  yb/'  his  fatlicr  ;•(•<«/  he. 
D,  _/o/'  tiniu  /■(■«(/  some. 

!  2,  J'ur  there  riud  these. 

2  from  the   l/oltom  fur  Col.  read  Cal.,  and    for  Eorei^di  read 
Foreign, 
last,   for  in  fonts  rrtic/  on  fonts. 

9,  /(//•  43.S.  /•((/(/ 40.S. 

39,  for  oM'crator.s  mid  all'erutors. 

ti,    for  1797  >■> ■■((('  1792. 


31, 
40, 
CI, 

MS, 


223, 

310, 
33(], 
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CHAPTEE  I. 


INTEODUCTORY. 

SITUATION    OF    TOWN    AND    TAKISn — niYSICAL     riL\.TCniE3— IMPOn- 
TANCE   OF   ITS   OLD   HISTORY. 

Alnwick,  tlic  county  town  of  Northumberland,  is  pleasantly 
situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  Aln,  in  latitude 
52°  21'  north,  and  in  longitude  1'^  42'  Avcst.  From  London 
it  is  distant,  north  by  Avest,  305  miles  by  the  old  coach  road, 
and  313  miles  by  railway.  Being  oo  miles  nortli  of  New- 
castle and  30  miles  south  of  Berwick,  it  is  nearly  midway 
between  the  south  and  north  bouiularics  of  the  county  ;  from 
the  Gernuin  Ocean  on  tlie  cast  it  is  -1  miles,  and  from  the 
Tweed  at  Coldstream,  Avhich  there  divides  England  from 
Scotland,  it  is  30  miles  distant.  Tlie  North-Eastern  Rail- 
way passes  between  it  and  the  sea  at  the  distance  of  3  miles ; 
but  Alnwick  is  connected  with  this  trunk  line  by  a  branch, 
which  joins  it  at  Bilton.  London,  Edinburgh,  Newcastle, 
Berwick,  and  all  other  towns  diverging  from  these  centres, 
are  therefore  accessible  from  Alnwick  by  railway  transit. 

The  town  forms  part  of  the  parish  of  Alnwick,  Avhich 
anciently  Avas  partly  within  Bamburgh  Ward  and  partly 
within  Coquetdale  Ward,  but  Avhicli  since  1832  has  been 
entirely  included  in  the  East  Division  of  Coquetdale  Ward, 
for  the  purposes  of  petty  sessions.  The  parish  is  in  length 
from  north  to  south  about  8  miles,  and  in  breadth  from  east 
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to  west  about  4|  miles;  but  its  form  is  irro<^ilar,  and  tbo 
area  of  tbe  whole  is  15,884  acres.  It  is  bouiuled  on  the  cast 
and  north-east  by  the  parishes  of  IiOn<^lioup,hton  and  Enible- 
ton,  on  the  south-east  by  Lesbury,  on  the  south  by  Shil- 
bottle  and  Felton,  on  the  west  by  Edlingham  and  Eglinj^- 
ham,  and  on  the  north  by  the  new  parochial  district  of  South 
Charlton,  The  surface  presents  great  inequalities  of  eleva- 
tion ;  a  high  sandstone  ridge  ranging  through  the  countv  in 
a  S.S.W.  direction,  forms  upland  moors  on  the  western  ])art, 
which  reach  to  a  height  of  808  feet  above  the  sea  ;  Highfar- 
law  on  the  northern  boundary  is  about  400  feet  high ;  on  the 
east,  the  bold  and  lofty  cliff  of  Ratcheugh  Crag,  which  is 
396  feet  above  the  sea  level,  intervenes  between  Alnwick  and 
the  sea  ;  more  level  gTOund  stretches  for  a  few  miles  south- 
ward, but  the  valley  in  which  Alnwick  lies,  is  bounded  in 
that  direction  by  the  high  hilly  grounds  of  Newtou-on-thc- 
INIoor  and  Sliilbottle,  which  reach  an  elevation  of  473  feet. 
The  river  Aln  crosses  the  parish  from  west  to  east,  running 
in  a  deep  valley,  generally  Avith  gently  sloping  sides,  but 
where  it  cuts  through  the  sandstone  ridge,  the  banks  are 
loftier,  more  rugged,  and  steep. 

The  town  and  castle  have  a  general  elevation  of  200  feet 
above  the  sea  level ;  some  streets  liowevcr,  as  Walkergate 
and  the  lower  part  of  Canongate,  are  but  little  above  the 
level  of  the  river.  Almost  encompassed  by  liills  of  greater 
or  less  elevation,  the  town  stands  on  a  situation  tolerably 
shelti'red. 

T'hough  now  an  \inimportant  town  in  the  great  empire  of 
Britain,  with  a  ])opulation  of  only  7,350  in  the  ])arisli,  with 
few  manufactures,  and  no  great  extent  of  trade,  the  history 
of  Alnwick  nevertheless  possesses  more  interest  than  its  pre- 
sent condition  would  lead  us  to  expect.  It  has  not  dimin- 
ished in  ])opulation,  or  gone  down,  like  some  old  boroughs, 
into  obscurity  and  utter  ruin  ;  but  it  has  lost  its  relative 
importance,  and  otlicr  towns,  once  more  insignificant,  having 
caught  the  improving  spirit  of  modern  times,  have  utilised 
their  natural  resources,  and  become  tlie  centres  of  manu- 
facturing, mining,  and  commercial  industry.  Alnwick  derives 
its  interest  maiidy,  therefore,  from  its  ancient  history  ;  for 
when  several  of  our  great  towns  were  mere  villages  or  clusters 
of  huts  or  shealings,  Almvick  was  a  walled  town,  and  en- 
joyed a  corporate  existence  ;  battles  were  fought  before  its 
gates;  it  was  repeatedly  besieged  aiid  biunt;  kings  were 
slain  and  captured  within  sight  of  its  walls ;  monarchs  and 
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generals  made  it  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  armies  and  nej^o- 
tiations  ;    warlike   harons,   wicldiuj?  power  little   less   than 
regal,  resided  witliiu  its  great  castle,  ruled  their  vassals  and 
luitchcd  their  plots  against  their  sovereign,  or  devised  schemes 
for  puhlic  liberty;  malefactors  were  executed  there,  and  grisly 
and  gory  heads  were  exhibited  over  its  gates ;  mitred  abbots 
and  coAvled  monks  lived  hard  by,  and  dispensed  a  magnifi- 
cent hospitality  within  their  splendid  abbeys;  and  in  later 
times,  tlK>  commonalty  rising  out  of  feiidal  bondage,  may  be 
seen  endowed  with  a  limited  amount  of  wealth  and  power — 
now  debating  and  quarrelling  over  the  town's  affairs,  and 
now  enjoying  themselves  with  their  canary,  mulled  claret, 
and  music.     Old  customs  lingered  long  here  ;  and  there  yet 
remains  somewhat  of  the  racy  savour  of  olden  times  in  the 
tastes,  the  habits,  and  associations  of  the  inhabitants.      A 
scientific  gentleman  from  America  recently  strolled  through 
Alnwick,  examined  its  buildings  and  listened  to  accounts  of 
its  manners  and  customs;  with  wonder  did  he  gaze  on  the 
o-reat  Gothic  castle — intently  he  scrutinised  the  old  buildings 
as  he  passed  along— the  old  gateway — the  old  houses  with 
their  balconies  and  quaint  inscriptions — the  old  chantry — the 
old  church  !  nor  did  Saint  Michael's  Pant,  with  the  archangel, 
the  guardian  of  the  town,  on  its  top  killing  the  dragon,  nor 
did  the  bull  ring,  nor  the  site  of  the  stocks  escape  his  notice; 
but  more  than  all,  when  the  curfew  bell  tolled  its  clear  notes 
in  the  evening,  from  the  Town  Hall  tower,  did  he  stop  and 
■  listen  with  a  delight  almost  cliildi>h.     lie  felt,  indeed,  that 
his  brief  survey  of  Alnwick  gave  him  a  more  distinct  notion 
of  the   character  of   the  old   mother   country,  than   he  had 
gained  from  other  sources. 

Perhaps  the  natural  history  of  Alnwick  may  not  be  of  so 
much  s])ecial  interest ;  but  as  the  zoology,  the  botany,  and 
the  geology,  have  been  carefully  examined  during  several 
years,  tbe^'observations  may  be  of  some  value  and  deserving 
of  record.  A  section  across  the  parish  from  the  Cheviots  to 
the  sea  shore,  will  exhibit  almost  every  kind  of  igneous  and 
stratified  rock  occurring  within  the  comity,  and  therefore  a 
description  of  that  section — of  its  mineral  characters,  of  its 
physical  conditions,  of  its  organic  contents,  of  its  economic 
iises — will  present  an  epitome  of  the  geology  of  Northmnber- 
land.  Something  there  may  be  then  in  the  history  of  Aln- 
wick, to  instruct  and  please  even  those  A\ho  live  beyond  its 
boxmdaries. 


CHAPTER  II. 

ANOIENT  BEITISn  PEEIOD. 

ETY5I0L0OY  OF  ALTTWIOK — EAULY  INHABITANTS  —  THE  OT^\DENI  — 
POUTS  AND  DWELLINGS — 8EPTJLCITIIES — UIINS — STONE  ^TEAPOKS 
AND  INSTRUMENTS — BRONZE  RELICS— GOLD  ORN-iilENTS — ST^VND- 
ING  STONE — CELTIC  NAMES — REMAINS  IN  NORTU  NORTIFUMBEU- 
liAND — ETHNOLOGY — STONE   CIRCLE — INSCRIBED   ROCKS. 

Tliougli  Alnwick  may  boast  of  a  respectable  antiquity,  yet 
of  its  existence  as  a  tozvn  before  the  Norman  Conquest,  there 
is  no  documentary  evidence.  The  name  does  not  occur  in 
Gildas,  Eeda,  Nennius,  the  Saxon  clironicle,  or  indeed  in 
any  pre-Norman  charter  or  history.  In  old  histories  and 
documents,  subsequent  to  that  period,  the  name  is  Avritten  iu 
various  forms,  as  appears  in  the  foUoAving  list : — 

Alnawic — Richard  of  Hoxham,  12th  contiu-y. 

Aluowylc — Iu  cliartors  and  iuquiditions  of  tlio  12th,   IStli,  and 

l-lOi  contxu-icti — Bromtou — Liber  Niger — -Act  to  ciubattlo  tho 

town,  1434. 
AlnoAs-yc — Cliartors  12t]i  and  lotli  centimes. 
Aluowylco — Inquisitions  and  cliartors  IStli  and  14th  conturios — 

Chronicle  of  Alnwick  Abbey. 
Alnowieko — Inquisitions   13th  and    11th  centuries — Petition  of 

Bnrgossos,  1050. 
Alncwik — Ivnyghtou,  14tli  century — Lcn-d  Ilcrlford,  1569. 
Alnowich — AVilli am  of  Newberry,  12lli  coniiuy. 
Alncwike—  Borough  Seal. 
Aunowiko—Eot  Lit  Pat,  1213. 
Aunwyk— Pipe  PoU,  1282. 
Aunowic — Testa  do  Novillo. 
Awnowyko — Earl  of  Nortlumiborland,  1528. 
Auwik — Earl  of  Northumberland,  1613. 
Anwick — Heraldic  Visitation,  circa,  1000. 

The  spelling  is  arbitrary ;  but  all  the  forms  excepting  the 
six  last,  are  essentially  the  same  as  the  modern  "Alnwick." 
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Mr.  Ralph  Carr  of  iredgeloy,  one  of  our  a])lcst  etymologists, 
considers  that  the  old  iiuine  would  he  in  three  syllal)les, 
Al-na-Avick ;  and  this  form  indeed,  is  given  hy  Ivichard  of 
Hexham,  one  of  the  earliest  northern  historians.  At  present 
however,  tlic  name  is  pronounced  Annich  hy  all  the  native 
inhahitants  of  the  town  ;  and  indeed,  as  early  as  the  13th 
century,  the  pronunciation  seems  to  have  hcen  similar  to  the 
broad  nasal  sound  by  Scotsmen,  though  in  three  syllables — 
Aa-ne-ivicke.  Obviously  Alnwick  is  compounded  of  Aln, 
the  name  of  the  river  on  which  the  town  stands,  and  of  loiclc, 
the  Anglo-Saxon  for  a  street,  village,  or  dwelling  place ;  but 
this  latter  element  is  one  of  those  peculiar  terms,  Avhich 
evidence  the  aifinity  and  common  origin  of  several  different 
languages ;  for  it  appears  in  tlie  Greek,  ""t,*  in  the  Latin, 
vicas,  in  the  Sanscrit,  vie,  and  it  has  been  traced  in 
other  Indo-European  tongues.  Aln,  like  the  names  of 
our  rivers,  hills,  and  mountains,  is  Celtic  or  Ancient  lU-itish, 
and  was  given  by  one  of  the  earliest  tribes  settling  in 
Britain ;  for  in  the  Ilibernico-Ccltic  we  have  Alain,  signi- 
fying white,  l)rlght,  or  clear.  Alnwick  therefore  is  the  town 
on  tlie  bright  clear  river.  \\\  one  form  or  other,  Aln  is 
not  an  uncommon  name  of  rivers.  We  have  Ahvyn  a 
tributary  of  the  Coquet,  and  Allan  flowing  into  the  South 
Tyne  ;  and  the  same  name  a])pears  in  Eoxburghshirc,  in  the 
Lothians,  in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  and  also  in  Ireland, 
Westward  of  the  town,  the  Aln  is  commonly  s])oken  of  as  the 
Alc-iratcr,  and  sometimes  as  the  Yell.  Alnham  near  its 
source  is  called  Ale -dam,  aw  A  occasionally  Yell-dom ;  and 
Alnmouth,  pronounced  Alcmouth,  is  not  unfrequently  called 
YclhnouUi. 

Another  name  is  applied  to  Alinvick  in  a  chronicle  of  the 
Priory  of  St.  Andrews — one  of  the  most  ancient  and  autlientic 
of  Scottish  records — which  states  that  jMalcolm,  son  of  ])un- 
can,  was  slain  at  Inner-aldcn.  The  name  of  the  river  is 
recognisable;  but  inner,  \s\\i(A\  comes  from  the  Gaelic  i?iljhcar, 
denotes  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and  would  rather  api)ly  to 
Alnmouth  ;  but  as  it  is  pretty  certain  that  Malcolm  fell  near 
Alnwick,  the  chronicler,  as  Professor  Simpson  supposes,!  may 

*  I  am  indebted  to  my  young  friend  .Air.  Rolieit  Busby  for  tliis  note — "  The 
Greek  cixog-  anciently  hud  the  di;ig;imina,  wliich  is  supposed  to  possess  the 
power  of  a  W  ;  and  this  makes  the  analogy  between  the  Greek  word  and  the 
Saxon  ii>ick  stronger." 

t  Dr.  Sunpson's  Cat-Stane,  p.  25. 
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have  erred  for  want  of  proper  local  knowledge.  Fordun, 
when  relating  the  same  event,  gives  Murealdcn,  as  a  synonym 
— "Castrum  de  Alynewick,  sive  Mnrealden,  quod  idem  est;"* 
and  this  may  be  descriptive  of  the  wild  moorish  condition  of 
the  district  around  Alnwick  at  that  pcniod. 

AVhen  the  far  reaching  ambition  of  Ciesar  made  IJritain 
known  to  the  civilized  world,  it  was  ])eopled  by  the  Celtic 
race,  who,  migrating  many  centuries  before  from  the  east, 
had  passed  by  successive  population-waves  into  the  Ihitish 
Islands.  From  a  careful  and  extensive  comi)arison  of  tlie 
old  names  of  rivers,  mountains,  and  other  great  natural 
objects  in  all  tliese  islands,  it  has  been  proved,  that  the 
language  of  the  whole  was  essentially   the  same ;  but  that  j    ' 

different  tribes  had  their  own  dialectic  peculiarities.     The  j 

distribution  of  the  same  peculiar  symbolical  sculptures  over  i 

the  British  Islands  corroborates  the  conclusion.  Though  of 
a  common  origin,  the  clans  or  tribes  were  numerous,  and  to  ! 

a  great  extent  indepoiulent  of  each  other.    While  the  soutliern  \ 

part  of  England  was  occupied  by  the  Ijelgtc,  tlie  most  civilized  ' 

tribe,  the  north  was  peopled  by  the  rude  and  warlike  J3rig-  j 

tantcs  ;  and  these  Avere  divided  into  several  distinct  branches  ;  V 

Gadeni  dwelt  in  the  western  part  of  Nortlunnberland  and  in  .,  k 

Hoxburghshire  ;    but   the   eastern   part  of  Nortlnnnberland  \ 

and  Berwickshire  were  occupied  by  the  Otadeni;  and  to  this  " 

tribe  belonged  the  people,  who,  for  many  generations  prior 
to  tlie  Christian  era,  dwelt  in  the  valley  of  the  Aln.  Of  tl\is 
primitive  race  there  aro  few  written  records  ;  ami  what  we 
do  know  of  them  has  been  gathered,  not  so  nnuth  iiom  books 
or  nninnscri])ts,  as  from  their  sepulchres,  their  ruined  forts 
and  dwellings,  and  from  their  language,  either  as  intermingled 
in  our  eonrmon  S])eech,  or  impressed  as  it  were  upon  our 
rivers,  mountains,  hills,  and  other  great  objects  in  nature. 

It  is  remarkable  how  many  remains  there  are  of  this  Pre- 
Roman  period  even  within  the  limits  of  Alnwick  parish — 
there  are  forts,  traces  of  dwellings,  barrows  and  sejmlchres, 
urns,  stone  and  bronze  Aveapons  and  instruments,  golden  and 
other  ornaments,  which  tliougli  telling  lis  nothing  of  the 
names  of  individual  chiefs  or  of  particular  events,  yet  raise 
up  the  general  form  and  character  of  evanished  tribes  and 
peoples.  Of  these  various  remains  I  shall  give  an  account. 
It  may  be  premised,  that  almost  all  earthworks  in  the  district, 
were  at  one  period,  without  discrimination,  referred  to  Danish 

•   Foidiiiii  Scotichronicon. 
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Origin.  One  principle  of  easy  application  seems  to  have 
guided  a  certain  class  of  antiquaries  in  their  exposition  of 
early  remains — whatever  Avas  rude  was  Danish,  and  what- 
ever shewed  marks  of  skill  and  art  Avas  lloman.  A  more 
critical  age  cannot  adopt  this  crude  method.  As  the  geolo- 
gist examines  the  fossil  contents  of  a  rock  to  determine  its 
age  and  ascertain  its  history,  so  must  the  antiquary  dig  into 
fortlets,  dwellings,  and  harrows,  and  hy  the  relics  he  finds, 
and  the  structural  peculiarities  he  ohserves,  determine  their 
age  and  read  the  character  and  history  of  the  people  who 
erected  them.  Excavations  have  recently  been  made  into 
old  antiquities  in  the  valley  of  the  Ereamisli,  and  on  and 
around  Yevering  Bell ;  and  the  facts,  Avhich  the  spade  and 
pick-axe  have  revealed  in  these  ])laces,  Avill  be  nseful  guides 
in  our  examination  of  those  which  have  not  yet  been  ex- 
plored in  a  similar  manner. 

CAMPS. 

To  determine  in  all  cases  with  certainty  the  age  of  camps 
is  impossible,  on  account  of  their  imperfect  condition ;  but 
as  a  general  rule  it  may  be  laid  down,  that  camps  or  fortlets 
of  a  rounded  form,  and  associated  Avith  small  circular  founda- 
tions of  luit  dwellings,  and  not  far  distant  from  barroAA'S 
containing  Ancient  IJritish  relies,  may  Avithout  much  doubt 
be  referred  to  the  Ancient  IJritiyh  period.  Supplementary 
tlefeuces  either  on  one,  or  on  two  0[)posite  sides,  enclosing 
small  cresi'ent  shaped  areas,  are  also  I  think  characteristic 
of  the  same  age. 

A  remarkable  group  of  antiquities  is  clus- 
ITiGHFARLAAV.  tcrcd  on  the  high  grounds  sloping  soutlnvard 
from  the  summit  of  Ilighfarlaw,  three  miles 
north  of  Alnwick.  1  besides  the  mediaeval  toAver,  there  are 
three  camps,  and  there  existed  some  years  ago,  a  barrow  and 
traces  of  hut  dwellings.  On  the  crest  of  the  hill  is  a  strong- 
hold, noAV  overgroAvn  Avith  trees  Avhich  form  an  ornamental 
clump  ;  it  has  tAVo  rampiers*  Avith  a  ditch  betAveen  them,  and 
is  of  an  oval  shape,  in  diameter  from  north  to  south  sixty 
yards,  and  from  east  to  Avest  seventy-one  vards  ;  the  area 
enclosed  is  about  four-hfths  of  an  acre.  The  rampart  on  the 
south  side  appears  to  have  been  regularly  built  Avith  large 
stones.     Entrances  or   gatcAvays  are  on  the  east  and  Avest 

•    The  term  rampier  I  apply  to  a  tiule  wall  formed  of  earth  and  stones. 
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sides,  nine  feet  in  width.  The  interior  is  divided  by  other 
rampicrs  into  several  compartments  ;  three  larfjo  enclosures 
are  traceable,  and  the  remains  of  several  smaller  ones  arc 
visible,  whicli  most  probably  had  been  circular  hut  d\vellin{TS. 
The  position  is  commanding;  the  great  hills  of  the  district 
are  seen  from  it — the  Clieviuts,  llos  Castle,  Alnwick  IVIoor, 
and  Shilbottle  Law ;  and  along  the  coast  the  view  ranges  a 
distance  of  thirty  miles. 

Another  camp  tliere  was,  only  two  or  three  hundred  yards 
to  the  southward,  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  in  a  field  called  tlio 
"  Camp  Field."  This  was  large,  enclosing  an  area  of  nearly 
two  acres ;  there  was  but  one  rampier,  Avhich  however,  is 
now  almost  obliterated,  the  field  having  for  several  years 
been  under  cultivation. 

To  the  eastward  of  the  Holywell  camp,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  yards,  a  rude  flagged  floor  was  exposed  a  few  years 
ago  by  the  plough,  one  foot  below  the  sui-fiicc.  The  flags 
were  of  unhewn  sandstone,  and  were  roughly  fitted  in  to 
each  other,  forming  a  circle  of  thirteen  feet  in  diameter. 
From  better  preserved  remains  of  a  similar  kind  among  the 
Cheviots,  we  are  able  to  determine  this  to  have  been  tlic  floor 
of  an  Ancient  British  hut ;  the  fire  had  been  in  the  centre, 
for  after  having  been  quenched  for  many  centuries,  the  ashes 
were  found  on  the  blackened  licarth-stone. 

At  a  short  distance,  west-south-west  of  this  camp,  a  barrow 
or  small  artificial  hill  formed  of  earth  and  stones,  covered  an 
ancient  interment.  This  Avas  V(>moved  i'ovty  years  ago,  and 
beneath  it,  an  tu-n,  suih  as  occurs  in  Ancient  13ritlsh  graves, 
was  found  placed  within  a  circle  of  stones. 

The  association  of  these  camps  with  the  Ancient  British 
barrow  and  the  hut  floor,  enables  us  to  determine  pr(itty 
certainly,  that  Ilighfiirlaw  Avas  the  site  of  an  Ancient  British 
settlement. 

Ijower  down  the  same  hill,  about  a  mile 
Chestees.  southward,  yet  still  upon  high  ground,  over- 
looking the  valley  of  the  Aln,  is  the  camp  of 
Black  Chesters,  which  is  now  overgrown  with  trees.  It  is 
of  a  circular  form  and  strongly  fortified  by  two  rampicrs  and 
a  deep  ditch.  The  circinnference  of  the  inner  circle  is  180 
yards,  and  of  the  outer  380  yards,  the  area  of  the  ■whole  being 
near  to  two  acres.  The  entrance  is  obscure,  and  appears  to 
have  been  on  the  east.  A  small  iron  ball  was  found  a  few 
years  ago,  among  stones  on  the  surface ;  but  this  could  not 
belong  to  the  period  when  the  cam})  was  made ;  it  may  have 
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been  left  wlion  the  Scottish  armies  passed  through  the  county  ■ 
in  the  17th  century. 

Near  Brislaw  there  are  two  camps;  one  on  the 
Brislaw.*  western  slope  of  the  high  rugged  sandstone  hill 
onAvhich  Brislaw  Tower  stands, about  half-a-mile 
eastward  of  Moor-laws.  This  is  circular,  and  has  only  one 
rampier,  with  a  ditch  outside,  the  circumference  being  190 
yards.  There  are  two  entrances,  one  on  the  north  and  the 
other  on  the  west  side.  A  hollow  way  proceeds  from  it  down 
the  hill,  similar  to  the  roads  connected  with  other  Ancient 
British  fortlets— P^ai'e  II.,  fy.  \o. 

Distant  from  this  about  half-a-mile  N.N.Vv'^.,  is  the  other 
camp  on  Catheugh,  lower  and  more  level  ground,  by  the  side 
of  a  little  burn,  whose  steep  banks  add  to  the  defences  ofthe 
stronghold.  It  is  much  obscured  by  trees  and  tlie  rank 
growth  of  underwood  with  which  it  is  covered  ;  part  of  it 
has  been  destroyed  near  the  burn  for  the  sake  of  a  road,  so 
that  what  remains  is  only  the  segment  of  a  circle.  The  place 
had  been  very  strong,  for  tliere  are  two  rampieis  and  two 
ditches ;  and  even  now,  after  the  destructive  influence  of 
many  centuries,  the  rampier  remains  in  some  parts  as  high 
as  fifteen  feet.     Entrances  appear  on  the  north-east  side. 

The  remains  of  a  camp  are  traceable  on 
Stoney  Hills.  Camp-hill  on  the  Swansficld  estate,  near 
the  edge  of  Alnwick  Moor,  less  than  a  mile 
south-westward  of  the  town.  It  is  much  obliterated,  except- 
ing on  the  south  side  ;  the  form  is  oval,  being  l;^.'0  yards 
in  diameter  from  cast  to  M'est,  and  104  yards  from  north 
to  south.  There  is  little  to  mark  it  except  its  rounded 
shape. 

On  Rugley  Moor-house  farm,  there  was  a  camp; 
RuGLEY.  but  now  owing  to  cultivation,  it  is  barely  traceable. 
It  was  of  a  squarish  form,  rounded  at  the  corners, 
and  contained  an  area  of  one  acre  and  one-eighth  ;  it  had  a 
rampier  and  a  ditch.  Close  to  it,  but  on  the  outside  of  the 
wall,  an  ancient  quern  or  hand-mill  was  found.  Such  ])rimi- 
tive  mills  for  grinding  corn  are  not  uncommon  in  and  near 
forts  and  dwellings  of  the  Ancient  British  people  ;  we 
have  found  them  in  the  Celtic  town  of  Greaves  Ash,  in  the 

•  "  Brislaw,  in  Holn  Park,  a  very  lofty  eminence  commanding  the  vrhole 
district  about  it,  is  vulgarly  called  Bihleij,  as  if  it  were  mere  ordinary  lea-land ;" 
R.  Carr  on  Composite  Names  of  Places  ;  Trans,  of  Tyneside  Club.  Vol.  I., 
p.  344.  Law  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  hlan}  is  applied  to  a  hill,  genernlly  high 
and  conical. 

e . 
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Chesters  camp  on  the  Breamish,  and  even  witMn  the  great 
fort  on  the  summit  of  Yevering  Bell. 

One  other  camp  remains  to  he  noticed, 
Alnwick  Moor,     which  is  situated  on  Alnwick  Outer  Moor, 

little  more  than  two  miles  westward  of 
the  town,  on  the  slope  of  the  hill.  Though  small,  the  in- 
terior area  not  exceeding  half-an-acre,  tliis  is  an  interesting 
camp,  as  some  portions  are  in  good  preservation,  and  its  form 
and  arrangements  are  easily  seen.  Tlie  i'orm  is  rounded  ; 
and  it  has  two  rampiers  and  a  ditch,  with  an  entrance  on  the 
south-east.  This  has  been  pronounced  a  Danish  camp  ;  but 
■without  any  evidence  or  even  probability.  Its  external 
characters  are  similar  to  Ancient  British  camps — Plate  II., 
fiij.  \%. 

SEPULCnEES. 

Besides  the  barrow  at  Holywell  already 
Al^'WICK  Moor,     referred  to,  others  have  been  observed  in 

the  parish.  I'erhaps  the  most  interesting 
arc  two,  which  have  been  opened  near  to  each  other,  probably 
part  of  a  group,  on  the  hill  side  northward  of  Alnwick  Mo(n- 
Burn,  and  near  to  the  Forest  Lodge.  One  of  them  in  Aln- 
Aviek  Moor  was  discovered  in  1820,  and  a  cist-vaen  *  was 
exposed,  made  of  slaty  sandstone  slabs,  and  within  it  was  an 
entire  skeleton  doubled  up,  Avith  the  head  laid  to  the  soutli- 
Avest.  The  other,  only  about  fifty  yards  distant,  is  within 
the  i)ark,  and  was  exposed  in  18()1,  while  excavations  were 
ma(U!  along  the  hill  side  for  a  new  road.  Three  feet  below 
the  surface  a  cisl-vaen  Avas  found,  which  was  covered  over 
•with  stones  of  various  kinds  and  sizes,  piled  up  above  the 
interment  to  form  a  barrow  or  little  hill,  but  which,  through 
the  lapse  of  time  and  other  causes,  had  been  reduced  almost 
to  the  ordinary  level  of  the  ground.  The  cist-vaen  was 
placed  in  a  fine  sand  overlying  the  boulder  clay  ;  it  is  formed 
of  slabs  of  a  slat\-  sandstone  common  in  the  district,  set  on 
edge  so  as  to  form  a  small  cofFm  17  inches  in  depth,  8  feet 
SUnches  long  on  the  north  side,  and  o  feet  9|  inches  on  the 
south  side;  and  in  breadth  2  feet  8  inches.  A  flag  lay  at 
the  bottom,  and  the  top  was  entirely  covered  by  a  large  slab. 
This  cist  is  a  good  ty]ie  of  the  stone  coffins  in  which  the 
Ancient  British  ])eople  interred  their  dead  and  placed  memo- 
rials of  their  lost  friends.  Ko  bones  nor  evidences  of  burning 
were  discovered  ;  but  within  the  cist  was  placed  a  fine  urn 
or  earthemvare  vessel,  of  a  simple  bowl  shape,  6  inches  in 

*  Stone  chest  or  stone  coffin. 
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height  and  7^  inches  in  diameter  at  the  top — Plate  II.,  fig.  4. 
Zigzag  lines  are  incised  on  the  rim,  a  mode  of  ornamenting 
characteristic  of  Celtic  fictile  art ;  bat  the  body  of  the  urn 
was  incised  witli  figures  of  an  unconmion  description,  con- 
sisting of  lozenge  forms  arranged  in  a  kind  of  quincunx. 
Urns  of  the  same  howl  shape  lia\  e  been  obtained  from  similar 
sepulchres  at  Chatton  and  Wandylaw — that  from  the  latter 
being  beautifully  ornamented,  and  associated  Avith  an  entire 
skeleton  and  a  Hint  arrow  head.  Probably  tlie  Forest  Lodge 
sepulchre  also  contained  a  corpse  which,  througli  the  access 
of  water  and  air,  may  liave  been  entirely  decomposed. 

On   tlie  ridge  of  a  iicld  called  ^^'illow  Close, 

lluGLEY.     Avest  of  liugley  Moor-house,  a  barro\v  was  opened 

which  covered  a  cist-vaen,  similar  to  that  already 

described,  and  in  this  was  found  a  bead  of  a  yellow  colour, 

which  appeared  to  be  amber. 

In  a  field  not  far  from  the  limestone 
Denwick  Lane,  quarry,  a  cist-vaen  was  exposed  by  the 
plough ;  in  which  there  Avas  a  skeleton 
Avith  the  body  bent  and  the  face  looking  upAvard ;  tlie  hair 
Avas  still  in  preservation,  lying  beneath  the  head  ''  like  a 
bird's  nest;"  along  Avith  this  interment  Avas  an  wxn  of  the 
ordinary  Celtic  character.  In  a  held  not  far  distant,  another 
cist-vaen  Avas  found,  but  it  coutaiued  no  relics. 

In  the  northern  part  of  tlie  parisli,  from 
rioLLiNonEUGii.  AYhite  House  I'uUy  doAvn  the  hill  towards 
the  river  there  had  been  many  interments. 
On  high  ground  called  JloUingheugh  tluue  Avas  a  cairn, 
Avhicli  Avas  removed  in  \^\IA,  and  beneath  it  Avas  a  tist-vaen 
containing  an  urn  or  vase  of  peculiar  character  ',  for  besides 
being  ornamented  Avith  zigzag  scorings,  it  had  four  projecting 
knobs,  Avhich  are  interesting,  as  early  and  rude  attempts  to 
furnish  vessels  Avith  handles — Plate  II.,  Jig.  !3. 

On  the  White  House  grounds,  noAV  form- 
White  House,  ing  the  north-Avest  corner  of  Holii*  Park, 
three  other  sepulchres  have  been  discovered. 
One  Avas  opened  in  1818  and  contained  a  skeleton,  by  the 
side  of  which  stood  an  elegant  shaped  drinking  cup,  covered 
Avith  zigzag  scorings ;  it  is  said  to  have  contained  ashes — 
Plate  lL,Jig.  1.  This  is  the  shape  most  usually  met  Avith 
in  Ancient  British  interments  in  North  Northumberland  ; 
elegant  iu  form  and  in  ornamentation,  they  exhibit  no  small 

•  The  name  is  thus  spelt  in  early  cbarlers. 
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degree  of  artistic  taste.  Another  cist-vacn  in  tliis  locality 
was  found  in  1833 ;  but  of  this  we  have  no  definite  informa- 
tion, beyond  the  fact  that  the  direction  of  the  grave  was  from 
north  to  soutli.  Of  the  third  so])ulchre,  however,  -which  was 
opened  in  18G3,  we  have  more  particular  knowledge.  The 
cist-vaen  was  as  usual  formed  of  sandstone  slabs,  the  length 
being  2  feet  9  inches,  the  width  1  foot  10  inches,  and  the 
direction  from  N.E.  to  S.W. ;  within  was  laid  a  skulotou  with 
the  head  towards  the  south-west  cud,  tlie  body  bent,  the 
knees  being  drawn  up  towards  tlie  head;  and  nearly  in  the 
centre  stood  an  urn  or  vase,  which  is  5  inches  in  height,  Avitli 
four  knobs  at  tlie  side,  and  ornamented  with  characteristic 
zigzag  scorings — Plate  II.,  fig.  3.  The  skeleton  Avas  that  of 
a  young  person,  about  12  years  of  age ;  for  the  temporary 
canine  teeth  had  disappeared,  and  the  permanent  canine 
teeth  were  making  their  ap])earance ;  Avhile  also  the 
sutures  of  the  skull  were  very  distinct.  Unfortunately  the 
cranium  was  broken  and  incomplete ;  but  so  nuudi  remained 
as  to  admit  of  its  general  characters  being  determiiied ;  it 
was  a  short,  broad,  and  compact  head ;  the  longitudinal 
diameter  being  0"3  inches  and  the  parietal  diameter  5  inches, 
giving  a  proportion  of  nearly  10  to  8,  which  marks  the 
cranium  of  the  15rachy-cep1ialic  type.  The  form  is  Avell 
rounded,  but  there  is  a  ])eculiar  ilattt;ning  from  the  occipital 
]jrotuberance  to  the  foramen  magnum,  probably  due  t(j  arti- 
ficial compression  ;  for  Dr.  Baruard  Davi^,  th(j  distinguished 
author  of  the  '•  Crania  l)ri(auuica,''  lias  >lie\vu  that  some 
ancient  tribes  modilied  l)y  artilieial  means  the  natural  form 
of  the  skull.  Kven  now  sonu'  of  tlie  American  liulians 
distort  the  heads  of  their  children  by  the  irse  of  a  cradle  board. 
Singular  is  it,  that  in  the  s(^pulchre  of  so  young  a  person, 
there  was  a  riule  Hint  arrow  head  about  one  inch  in  length, 
and  of  the  same  character  as  one  found  in  a  similar  interment 
at  Wandylaw — Plate  II.,  Jig.  ().*  Other  vas(>s  of  tb.e  same 
kind  from  the  district,  preserved  in  tlie  Alnwick  OastU; 
Museiun,  shew  a  gradual  advance  in  Ancient  British  fictile 
art ;  one  from  Warkworth  has,  in  place  of  mere  knobs,  small 
but  well  shaped  perforated  handles. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  another  interment  Avas  discovered 
in  the  Parks,  Avithin  a  plantation  cresting  the  hill  to  the 
Avestward  of  Iloln  Abbey  ;  this  also  contained  a  slvcleton, 
Avhich,  however,  has  not  been  preserved. 

*  Fig.  II  ill  Plate  II,  is  the  sharpened  stone  celt  referred  to  in  page  13. 
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A  few  other  relies  belonging  to  the  Celtic  period  have  been 
found  in  tlie  parish  of  Aluuick. 

STONE    CELTS. 

To  instruments  made  of  stone  with  sharp  edges  at  one 
or  both  ends,  the  name  celt  has  been  applied,  Avhicli  in 
the  Cambro-Celtic,  means  a  flint  stone.  One  of  these 
was  discovered  in  18G2  by  ]\[r.  George  Armstrong,  one  foot 
below  the  surface,  while  c\itting  tln-ough  a  hill  on  the 
south  side  of  the  road  between  Alnwick  and  Dcnwick, 
nearly  opposite  to  the  s])ot  on  which  old  Demvick  cross 
stands.  It  is  avcU  made  and  quite  smooth,  and  more 
artistically  finished  than  the  rudely  chip])ed  flint  weapons 
of  Abbeville  ;  it  is  somewhat  broken  at  the  ends,  but  when 
perfect  would  be  7  inches  long,  and  2  inches  wide  at  tlic  one 
end  and  one  inch  at  the  other  ;  the  sides  are  blunt,  but  like 
other  celts  of  similar  character,  it  was  sharp  at  both  ends  ;  it 
is  made  of  a  dark  grey  metamorphic  shale,  hard  enougli  to 
scratch  glass — Plate  II.,  Jig.  10.  Three  other  stone  celts  I 
have,  which  were  found  in  fields  near  the  borders  of  the 
parish.  All  are  similar  in  shapC;,  and  formed  of  indurated 
slate ;  two  of  them  arc  4  inches  and  the  other  G  inches  long. 
One  of  them  is  especially  interesting,  because  slunving  an 
alteration  from  its  original  form  by  being  repeatedly  sharp- 
ened. These  are  small  in  size  comi)arcd  with  anotlier 
from  the  valley  of  the  Uoed,  Avhich  is  nearly  12  inches  long 
and  finely  tiuished.  Such  instruments  were  used  as  chisels 
or  wcdgi's,  to  cut  or  s])lit  Avood  and  other  sulistances  softer 
than  themselves  ;  and  they  Iuin  e  even  been  finuid  inserted  like 
a  wedge,  into  cavities  of  large  stones;  but  as  weapons  also 
they  would  be  formidable,  especially  those  of  a  large  size, 
fasten(>d  like  an  axe  at  the  head  of  a  pole.  Flint  arrow  heads, 
as  we  have  seen,  also  occur. 

BEONZE   EELICS. 

Gale  has  giveii  an  account  of  bronze  wi^apons  and  tools 
found  in  1726  within  the  Old  Park,  about  a  mile  north- 
west of  Alnwick.  A  mason  was  clearing  away  the  earth 
from  a  sandstone  rock,  in  order  to  obtain  building  stones, 
when,  at  the  depth  of  18  inches,  he  found  lying  upon  the 
rock  twenty  bronze  swords  and  sixteen  spear  heads ;  and 
near  to  these,  only  a  foot  further  down  the  hill,  Ibrty-two 
bronze  instruments  usually  called  celts.  Fortunately  some 
of  these  relics  were  obtained  by  Gale,  otherwise  we  should 
have  known  nothing  of  them,  for  the  remainder  were  seized 
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by  the  Steward  of  the  Lord  of  the   Manor,  and  they  were 

never  afterwards  seen.      The  swords   were  leaf-shaped   and 

only  18  inches  lon^^  in  the  blade,  donljle  edged  and  pointed, 

being  more  adapted  for  thrusting  than  cutting.    The  handles 

were  remarkably  small,  being  usually  only  o  inches  in  length, 

and  indicating  that  the  race  Avho  wielded  these  weapons  had 

small  hands — Plate  II.,  Jig.  8.       The   spear   heads   had   a 

socket  for   tlie  insertion  of  a  wooden   ])ole  ;  some  were  long  '     '• 

and  narrow,  with  a  small  wing  or  flange  oii  each  side — Plate  ,     i 

IL,  Jig.  b ;    but   in  others,  the   flange   was   wider   and   cut  :A     \ 

through  or  eyed,  a  form  common  in   Scotland   and  Ireland,  ^|  'j 

but  rare  in  Eiigland.     Similar  swords  and  spear  heads  were  I-   j 

found   in  a   bog   at   Thrunton,   near   Whittingham,  in  this  ; 

county  in  18-17  ;  and  three  of  the  bronze  leafslia])cd  swords  { 

were  discovered  in  1857, near  to  a  Celtic  fortleton  IJrandon  hill. 

The  celts  or  chisels,  as  they  are  sometimes  called — Plate 
II.,  Jig.  7 — have  one  end  with  a  broad  sharp  edge,  and  the  j 

other  is  narrower  and  thicker,  and  hollowed  so  as  to  admit  a 
wooden  shaft ;  they  have  a  loop  or  ear  attached  to  one  side.  I 

Such  instruments,  the  most  common  of  bronze  relics,  were  \    ' 

cast  in  stone  moulds  ;  one  of  these  moulds  found  near  Wal-  |   ; 

lington,  is  in  the  Museimi  of  Sir  A\'alter  Trevelyau,  IJart, 
There  was  great  difference  in  the  shape  and  artistic  finish  of 
these  celts,  from  the  simple  form  of  a  stone  celt  to  those 
complicated  with  flanges,  sockets,  loo])s,  and  mouldings. 
Though  they  may  have  been  applied  to  Avarlike  purposes, 
yet  1  think  they  were  chii'ily  used  as  (  hiscls  or  wedges. 

The  number  of  the  bron/e  relics  found  in  the  "Old  Park" 
is  remarkable  ;  and  the  association  of  the  celts  with  the  other 
wea]ions,  aids  in  determining  the  age  of  the  leaf-shajied 
swords,  regarding  which  there  has  been  considerable  contro-  '  | 

versy.     As  these  swords  are  of  a  graceful  shape,  beautifully  j .' 

finished,  and  well  tempered,  they  must,  according  to  some,  •  j 

lutve  been  the  production  of  Koman  art.  Here  however, 
they  have  been  found  with  celts,  which  -without  any  doid)t 
may   be   referred   to   the   Aiuiont    Ihitish   people.       Bronze  j- 

weapons  moreover,  are  iu)t  known  to  ha\e  been  used  by  the  |'_ 

Romans  when   they  conquered   Ihitain,  nor  do  we  find  any  1; 

types  among  the  weapons  or  instruments  of  the  R(jmans 
corresponding  with  these  bronze  relics ;  while  on  the  other 
hand,    the    presence    of    bronze    daggers*    and    sometimes 

•  At  North  Charlton  a  hronze  dapger  was  in  one  of  these  graves  aking  witli  a 
glass  bead. 
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bronze  swords  in  Ancient  British  j^raves  proves  that  tlioy 
Avere  pre-Ronian.  True  it  is,  tlie  Caledonian  sword  describt;d 
by  Tacitus  in  the  first  century,  was  lonj^,  blunt,  and  adajited 
for  striking-;  these  however,  were  made  of  iron,  a  metal  which 
for  some  time  previously  liad  been  in  use.  It  is  reasonable 
therefore,  to  infer  that  the  brojize  weapons  belonged  to  a 
more  distant  period,  when  the  Ancient  Britons  had  risen 
above  the  feeble  and  barbarous  state  indicated  by  the  general 
nse  of  flint  tipped  arrows  and  javelins,  and  stone  battle  axes, 
and  had  acquired  sufficient  metallurgic  skill  to  produce  bronze 
weapons  ;  for  that  bronze  objects  are  of  native  manufacture 
is  evidenced  by  the  discovery  in  Britain,  not  only  of  moulds 
in  which  these  objects  were  cast,  but  also  of  lumps  of  the 
crude  imfashioned  metal  itself. 

In  the  Alnwick  Castle  Museum  there  are  a  bronze  celt, 
with  a  socket  and  ring,  which  Avas  found  in  the  North 
Demesne  in  1824,  and  a  bronze  spear  head,  with  a  socket  for 
a  handle,  obtained  from  Denwick  in  1832 — Plate  II.,Jii/.  5. 
These  are  of  the  same  shape  as  the  Old  Park  relics. 

Another  very  curious  bronze  implement  is  also  there,  found 
somewhere  in  Iloln  Park  ;  it  is  remarkable,  as  being  orna- 
mented by  incised  figures,  considL'r(,d  to  be  of  a  Celtic 
character,  somewhat  resembling  the  outline  of  a  dog's  face. 
These  figures  are  similar  to  some  on  Celtic  antiquities  found 
near  to  Stan  wick  in  Yorkshire.  This  implement  is  fiat  and 
shaped  like  a  heater ;  but  of  its  use  I  can  form  no  rational 
conjecture — Plate  II.,Jl(j.  (5. 

GOLD    ORNAMENTS. 

Gold  occurring  generally  in  a  native  state,  frequently  in 
superficial  deposits,  and  being  moreover  easily  smelted  "and 
worked,  was  one  of  the  earliest  metals  discovered  and  a])pHed 
to  use.  By  the  Ancient  British  people,  it  was  fashioned  into 
various  ornaments — into  torques  which  adorned  the  necks  of 
their  chiefs,  into  arndets,  fibula,  and  rings.  Two  g(dden 
penannnlar  orimments  were  found  in  1850,  in  Cooper's  Hill, 
near  to  the  Alnwick  Railway  Station,  when  ihis  hill  Avas  cut 
through  during  the  formation  of  the  branch  line.  Unfortu- 
nately, these  very  rare  and  valuable  relics  Avere  broken  by 
the  Avorkmen  and  sold  to  an  ironmonger  ;  but  Dr.  Charlton 
of  Newcastle,  bouglit  the  fragments  and  placed  them  in  the 
Museum  of  the  Newcastle  Antiquarian  Society.  The  frag- 
ments consist  of  thin  ringed  plates,   li   and 'l|  inches  m 
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diameter,  a  narrow  plate  |  of  an  inch  wide  and  2h  inches 
long,  and  fine  goklen  wire.  A  restored  fignre  of  one  of  these 
rings  will  shew  its  peculiar  sha])e  ;  it  is  ornamented  with 
very  delicate  and  well  formed  impressions  of  concentric 
circles  wliich  had  been  made  by  a  stani]),  each  series  consisting 
of  twelve,  and  being  about  ^  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The 
golden  wire  had  been  vised  along  the  outer  edge  of  the  ring, 
where  the  plates  join,  to  give  strength  to  the  ornamwit  and 
keep  it  in  shape. 


FIG.  2 


FIG. 


i^j^.  1. — Perspective  View  shewing  the  ornamented  surface. 
Fig.  2. — Profile  View. 

Tlie  other  ring  Avas  of  the  same  form,  but  ]dain.  Made  with 
so  much  skill,  as  to  rival  the  most  artistic  work  of  modern 
goldsmiths,  they  must  liave  been  higlily  valued  personal 
ornaments;  but  in  what  manner  applied  it  is  difficult  to  say. 

One  of  the  same  character,  weighing  71  grains,  noAV  in  the 
Museum  of  the  Rev.  William  Greenwell,  Durham,  was  found 
near  Cheeseburn  Grange  in  Northmnberland.  No  others 
have  been  discovered  in  England ;  but  these  penannular 
ornaments  have  been  found  in  Anglesey  along  with  golden 
armlets  ;  and  a  few  have  been  discovered  in  Ireland.  Dr. 
Daniel  Wilson  in  his  Pre-historic  Annals  of  Scotland,*  gives 
a  figure  of  one  from  the  West  Highlands,  and  describes  it  as 
"  a  curious  hollow  penannular  gold  ca])sule." 

Scandinavian  archaeologists  would  refer  the  Alnwick  rings 
to  the  Northmen,  some  of  whom  settled  in  Northumberland, 
beca\ise  concentric  circles  ornament  some  Scandinavian  relics; 
but  the  premises  do  not  warrant  the  conclusion,  for  concentric 
circles  are  on  relics  of  various  ages  ;  we  have  them  on  the 

*   Second  Edition,  p.  458,  fig-.  8S. 
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Ancient  Britisli  sculptured  rocks  of  Nortliumljcrhind ;  tliey 
occur  on  Ivoman  objects,  and  I  liavo  seen  tlieni  on  ancient 
Babylonian  })ottery.  Tlie  association  however,  of  these 
golden  ornaments  with  other  relics  proves  their  age  ;  for 
they  were  found  at  Alnwick  along  with  a  socketed  and 
ringed  bronze  celt,  within  an  urn,  having  the  zigzag  scorings 
characteristic  of  Ancient  British  pottery. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  such  rings  may  have  been  used 
as  money ;  in  Africa  at  the  present  day,  golden  rings  are  bO 
applied.  For  such  a  purpose  however,  our  Alnwick  orna- 
ments are  too  light  and  fragile,  and  their  exquisite  artistic 
finish  indicate  a  higher  object ;  but  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
six  other  rings  formed  of  solid  twisted  gold  bars,  weighing 
602"3  grains,  found  in  the  parish  of  Ford  in  I80G,  and  now 
in  Mr.  Greenwell's  Museum,  may  have  been  Ancient  British 
ring  money. 

-"  STANDING   STONE. 

No  stone  circle  is  within  the  parish ;  but  one  ancient 
monolith  still  stands  on  high  ground  in  a  plantation,  al)0ut 
a  mile  Avestward  of  Iloln  Abbey,  and  not  far  distant  fruin 
Ancient  British  sepulchres.  It  is  a  riule  unhewn  pillar  of 
sandstone,  5  feet  4  inches  high  above  ground,  somewhat 
square,  the  sides  being  from  ^2  inches  to  25  inches  broad. 
Deeply  guttered  and  worn  by  time,  it  has  the  as])ect  of  great 
antiquity  ;  aiul  it  is  referred  to  in  a  charter  dated  A.U.  V2So, 
as  "  the  great  staiuling  stone  on  the  height." — Piute  II.,fif, 
11.  For  what  object  it  Avas  placed  there,  is  now  a  mystery; 
some  of  these  stones  Avere  hoar  or  boundary  stones — others 
Avere  memorial  stones  to  commemorate  important  events — 
others  Avere  cat  stones  to  mark  the  site  of  a  battle,  and  others 
Avcrc  connected  Avith  sci)ulchres.  Such  stones  were  long  held 
in  veneration  and  associated  Avith  romantic  legends. 

LANGUAGE. 

Many  Celtic  Avords  derived  from  this  olden  time  are  in 
daily  use,  intermingled  Avith  our  couunon  Anglo-Saxon 
speech;  but  as  these  are  not  peculiar  to  the  district,  they 
need  not  detain  us.  The  names  of  matiy  hills,  rivers,  and 
other  prominent  objects  in  Northumberland  are  Celtic.  A 
few  of  these  are  impressed  on  our  district.  Aln  the  name  of 
the  river  is,  as  avc  have  seen,  Celtic.  Wo  have  Tici/n, 
(Celtic,)  an  eminence  or  tuft  of  Avood  in  TwinhiAV,  a  high 
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hill  on  the  western  boundary  of  Alnwick  jMoov,  Avhere  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor  called  over  the  names  of  the  hiugesses 
on  the  day  when  the  boundaries  of  the  ('ommou  were  per- 
ambulated ;  Law  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  addition,  nieaniug  a  hill. 
Traces  of  the  Celtic  we  have  in  Pennywells,  the  name  of 
fields  on  high  ground  north  of  the  Aln,  which  may  come 
from  Pen-y-cjxoal — the  rampart  on  the  head  or  point.  The 
"Firth,"  on  the  south  side  of  the  parish,  is  from  Fridd, 
(Celtic,)  a  forest  or  "wood;  and  in  llatcheugh,  avc  have  a 
■word  compounded  of  the  Celtic  llliach,  that  which  is  forced 
out,  descriptive  of  the  outbreak  of  pillared  rock  forming  the 
cliff;  and  of  the  Saxon  hcugh,  Avhich  has  a  similar  meaning. 
In  Dunsheugh,  Avhich  is  hard  by,  there  is  the  same  Saxon 
termination^  with  the  Ilibernico-Celtic  Dun,  a  fortress. 

The  old  remains  in  Alnwick  Parish,  though  not  numerous, 
yet  include  rc])reseutatiAes  of  most  kinds  of  relics  belongiog 
to  the  Ancient  Jiritiyli  IVniod;  they  prove  that  a  Celtic  popu- 
lation was  scattered  over  tlie  district,  and  that  probably 
Alnwick  itself  was  originally  a  Celtic  settlement. 

Of  this  distant  and  obscure  period,  better  illustrations  have 
been  gathered  from  the  wild  uncultivated  hills  and  mour- 
lands  in  the  district  westward  of  Ahnvick.  At  Holywell  m'o 
found  traces  of  a  single  hut;  but  among  the  Cheviots  and 
undisturbed  hill  lands,  ihere  are  groups  of  such  dwellings ; 
and  there  too  wc  can  see  the  relation  which  the  great  forts, 
the  fortitied  towns  and  hoiis(>s,  tlic  hut  dwellings,  the  sepul- 
chre's, ami  the  temples  bear  to  ea(  h  other. 

At  Greaves  Ash,  on  high  ground  near  I.inhope  in  the 
valley  of  the  I^reamish,  and  among  the  porphyritic  hills  of 
the  Cheviot  range,  one  of  these  primitive  fortitied  towns  has 
been  examined  by  means  of  excavations.  This  wt)nderful 
though  ruined  structure,  consists  of  three  principal  parts, 
all  defended  by  encircling  Avails;  on  the  highest  ground  is 
the  stronghold  (U- citadel ;  at  a  little  distance  is  tlie  middle 
fort,  Avhich  may  have  been  the  residence  of  the  chief;  and 
lower  down  is  the  principal  town,  wliich  is  circular,  having 
a  circumference  of  1000  feet,  and  defended  by  two  encircling 
walls  ftom  5  feet  to  12  feet  in  thickness,  built  without  lime, 
of  unhewn  porphyry  blocks.  The  great  outer  wall  may  have 
been  10  feet  in  height.  Within  these  defences  are  nimibers 
of  hut  circles  from  8  feet  to  oO  feet  in  diameter,  which  Avhen 
complete  had  walls,  similarly  b\iilt,  some  four  or  five  feet  in 
height^  surmounted  by  wattle  work,   with  a  tapering   roof 
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covered  by  sods  or  heather  or  rushes.  These  huts  arc  roughly 
flagged  Avith  flat  porjjhyry  stones ;  and  in  one,  a  low  stone 
bench  about  o  inches  above  the  level  of  the  floor  and  5  feet 
in  breadth  extends  round  the  wall  of  the  hut,  jirobably  tlic 
place  whereon  the  inmates  slept.  The  fire  was  in  tlie  centre, 
and  the  entrances,  generally  on  the  eastward,  were  closed  with 
a  door,  which  opened  towards  tlie  interior,  as  we  still  find  a 
raised  roAv  of  flags  across  the  entrance  forming  a  check  to  a 
door.  Though  the  principal  parts  are  somewhat  detached 
from  each  other,  they  nevertheless  form  one  assemblage  of 
dwellings  and  fortifications,  for  they  are  connected  by  enclo- 
sures, hollow  roads,  and  a  general  defensive  rampart  on  the 
south.  They  constitute  a  prinueval  ibrtified  town  —  an 
Ancient  IJritish  oppidum — constructed  according  to  a  different 
type  from  any  modern  city  ;  for  here  there  are  no  rectangular 
houses,  straight  streets,  or  towering  chimneys,  but  simply  a 
collection  of  rude  huts,  irregularly  grouped,  and  with  Avinding 
traclvAvays  between.  W'hile  the  arrangements  evince  a  low 
state  of  civilization,  they  prove  moreover,  iVom  the  skilful 
manner  in  Avhich  the  defences  are  planned,  that  the  rude 
inhabitants  had  at  least  studied  the  art  of  Avar.* 

The  primaeval  anticpiities  around  Yevering  are  also  highly 
instructive.  Yevering  Bell,  a  truncated  cone  some  1500  feet 
in  height,  has  its  summit,  containing  an  area  of  tAvelve  acres, 
encircled  by  a  great  A\'all  of  unhcAvn  stones  8  feet  in  thick- 
ness ;  Avithin  this  are  remains  of  several  hut  circles,  and  at 
the  eastcuu  end  is  a  small  fort,  formerly  regarded  as  a 
Druidical  place  of  sacrilicc.  Ahuost  every  hill  in  the  district 
is  crested  with  a  fort;  but  among  these  rolling  hills,  there 
are  dry  and  sheltered  valleys,  scattered  over  which  an'  num- 
bers of  hut  circles,  s<)metinu\s  detached,  but  more  fre(iuently 
in  grou])S.  Planted  in  the  midst  of  these  huts,  are  several 
.small  forts — the  strongholds  of  the  Ancient  British  chiefs,  i]i 
Avhich  the  inhabitants  of  the  huts  Avould  find  refuge  on  sudden 
emergencies  ;  resembling  in  this  respect,  the  Border  bastiles 
and  pele  toAvers  of  the  middle  ages,  which  Avere  ])laces  of 
refuge  and  defence  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  cottages  and 
hamlets,  Avhen  Northundoerland  Avas  exposed  to  Scottish 
raids.  The  great  forts,  such  as  Yevering,  Avere  the  castles  of 
the  period;  on  high  elevations  exposed  to  the  full  play  of 
stormy  Avinds  and  inclement  Aveather,  they  Avere  not  suited 
for  permanent  residence;  but  Avhen  the  district  Avas  iuAaded 

♦    Ilislorv  of  the  Beiwicksliiie  Naturalists'  Club,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  'IVi. 
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by  a  powerful  foe,  tlioy  would  bo  secure  places  of  refuge ; 
and  from  the  natural  strcn<fth  of  their  position  and  the 
massiveness  of  their  ramparts,  tliey  would  be  impref^nable,  if 
defended  by  brave  hearts  and  stout  arms.* 

Excavations  made  into  these  structures,  brought  to  light 
some  relics  illustrating  the  history  of  the  period.  Querns  of 
a  rude  character  were  found  at  Greaves  Ash,  the  Chesters 
Camp  on  the  Piendwick  Estate,  and  oven  on  the  summit  of 
Ycvering;  and  as  one  of  these  rpierns  in  a  broken  state  was 
applied  as  a  flag  in  a  hut  floor,  Ave  have  evidence  tliat  the 
Ancient  Britons  at  an  early  period,  not  only  lived  on  the 
produce  of  the  chase  and  of  pasturage,  bnt  also  cultivated 
land  and  ground  their  corn ;  and  this  is  corroborated  by 
remains  of  ancient  cultivation,  seen  in  horizontal  furrows, 
high  up  among  the  hills  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these 
settlements.  ]*ottery  of  a  rude  description,  hand  made,  of 
coarse  clay  and  ill  burnt,  was  discovered  in  considerable 
quantity.  But  more  interesting  Averc  the  ornaments  obtained ; 
armlets  made  of  polished  oak  Avere  found  in  hut  circles  on 
the  top  of  Yevering,  and  ojie  of  a  Avhite  opalised  glass,  and 
another  of  variously  coloured  glass  Avith  Avavy  lines  of  Avhite 
enamel,  Avere  discovered  in  huts  at  Greaves  Ash  and  SAvint 
Law  near  Yevering.  A  beautiful  green  glass  bead  occurred 
at  the  Chesters,  but  this  probably  Avas  nsed  more  as  an 
amulet  than  an  ornament ;  they  are  traditionally  called 
Druid's  Beads.  A  copper  pin — ])art  of  a  fibula — Avas  dug  out 
of  the  fort  on  the  highest  ])oiut  of  Yevering  Bell.  Almost 
all  the  Avoa])ons  and  instruments  ammc  of  stone,  and  are 
referable  to  a  very  early  period  ;  a  flint  javelin  head  Avas 
found  at  Chesters  ;  and  flint  arroAv  heads,  flint  knives  and 
saAv,  and  also  unfashioned  pieces  of  flint,  the  raAv  material 
out  of  Avhich  Aveapons  and  instruments  wore  manufactured, 
around  Yevering.  An  exceedingly  rude  S])ear  head  of  iron, 
Avas  taken  out  of  a  liut  on  Swiut  liaw,  belonging  hoAvever, 
probably,  to  the  later  periods  of  Celtic  occupation. 

From  the  sepvdchres  opened  in  tlie  district  around  Alnwick, 
Ave  gather  some  additional  information.  Aesscls  made  (»!' 
coarse  clay  Avere  usually  ])laced  in  tlx^  sn)all  stone  chamber, 
either  Avith  the  body  entire,  or  Avith  the  ashes  remaining 
after  having  been  l)urnt.  The  pottery  of  tliis  period  is 
readily  distinguishable,  from  the  shape  of  the  vessels,  from 
the  material  of  which  it  Avas  made,  and  from  the  zigzag  or 

*    History  of  tlie  I3erwicksliire  Nnturalists'  CI11I),  Vol.  IV.,  p.  431. 
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herring  hone  scorings  Avith  %vhich  it  was  ornamented.  In 
Northumberland  the  forms  Avere  cliiefly  two — one  like  an 
ordinary  jar^  coarsely  made  ;  and  the  other  of  a  more  elegant 
tulip-shape,  more  carefully  manufactured  and  more  elabor- 
ately incised.  Fanciful  names  have  been  given  to  them  from 
their  supposed  uses — such  as  incense  cups,  urns,  drinking 
cups,  and  vases ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think,  that  most,  if 
not  all  of  them,  Avere  the  domestic  vessels  of  the  period ;  and 
as  his  Aveapons,  his  ornaments,  his  amulets,  were  placed  in  the 
tomb  of  the  departed  hero,  so  Avas  also  his  drinking  cup,  that 
he  might  be  fully  equipped  for  his  career  in  another  Avorld. 

Interesting  forms  of  urns  Avere  found  in  a  group  of  cist- 
vaens  on  IlaAvkhill  estate  near  to  Lcsbury ;  in  one  at  North 
Charlton,  there  Avas  laid  by  the  side  of  a  Avarrior,  his  bronze 
dagger  along  Avitli  his  amulet — a  glass  bead ;  and  in  another 
near  Ilumbleton,  a  necklace,  composed  of  flat  rhomboidal 
beads  made  of  canned  coal  or  jet,  some  of  Avhich  Avere  studded 
with  gold  points,  Avas  hung  around  the  neck  of  a  female 
skeleton.  A  group  of  four  cist-vacns  opened  at  Tosson  near 
Rothbury,  gives  more  important  information  ;  each  contained 
an  entire  skeleton  doubled  up,  and  three  of  them,  character- 
istic Ancient  ]3ritisli  urns ;  in  one  or  other  of  them  Avere 
found  an  iron  Aveapon,  a  bronze  buckle,  and  circular  orna- 
ments made  of  cannel  coal  or  jot,  about  the  size  of  a  croAvn 
piece,  convex  on  the  upper  surface  and  flat  on  the  loAver, 
Avhich  had  a  loop  1)y  Avhich  the  ornament  could  be  attached 
to  the  dress  cither  as  a  button  or  fibula.  These  sepulclues 
are  es])ecially  interesting,  because  one  of  the  skulls  has  been 
preserved;  it  Avas  described  by  the  author  in  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Society  of  Anti([uaries  for  Scotland,  and  furnished  the 
first  information  as  to  the  crania  of  the  Otadeni,  the  tribe 
Avho  peopled  the  eastern  parts  of  Northumberland  and  15er- 
Avickshire  prior  to  the  Roman  invasion.  ]3y  permission  of 
that  Society,  I  am  able  to  give  figures  of  this  cranium  and  of 
the  iron  Aveapon  Avith  Avhich  it  Avas  associated. 

Dr.  Barnard  Davis,  one  of  our  most  accom])lished  ethnolo- 
gists, has  since  figured  and  described  this  cranium  in  his  mag- 
nificent Avork  Cra/iia  Ijritannica,  as  "one  of  the  ty]iical  series 
of  Ancient  Ibitish  crania."  It  is  a  capacious  skull  of  a  man 
beyond  the  prime  of  life,  for  the  sutures,  save  the  squamous, 
are  obliterated,  and  the  croAvn  of  the  teeth  are  much  Avorn. 
The  face  is  flat  and  broad,  the  chin  prominent,  and  tho  fore- 
head higli,  but  square.  It  is  short  and  broad,  and  hence  the 
name  "  Brachy-cephalic;"  its  length  is  7'1  inches  and  breadth 
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6-1  Indies,  shewing  a  proportion  of  1000  in  length  to  (S59  in 
breadth. 


FiG.  3 


FIG.  4- 


FIG.  5  .       - 

•  .  Pig'  3. — Side  View  of  tlie  To&son  skull. 

Fig.  4. — View  of  the  crown  of  tliis  skull. 
Fig,  5. — hon  weapon. 

During-  the  List  five  years  researches  liave  been  made  with 
some  success  into  the  ethnoh)gyo{"tlie  Ancient  Britons  inhabit- 
ing the  Eastern  l^orders;  and  it  may  now  be  athrmed  that  tlie 
'I'ossou  cranium  is  typical  of  the  race.  Abt)vi>  a  dozen  skulls 
have  been  critically  examined, and  all  prove  to])cof  the  IJrachy- 
cejdialic  type.  ♦  One  as  Ave  have  seen,  Avas  found  in  lloln 
]*ark ;  another,  that  of  a  female,  at  North  Sunderland  ;  one 
at  Gruiulytone  Law  ;  another  at  Ilderton — the  skull  of  a  mnn 
botween  forty  and  lifty  years  of  iige,  indicating  considerable 
intelligence  ;  oire  near  Dunse  ;  and  seven  near  to  Cockburns- 
path  in  Berwickshire. 

Such  crania  of  the  Otadeni  of  the  Eastern  Borders  differ 
not  only  from  the  elongated  skulls  (the  Uolico-cephaliL')  of 
Englishmen,  but  it  is  sup})osed  too,  from  the  modern  Celts — 
the  Welsh,  Irish,  and  Gaelic;  they  correspond  Avith  those  of 
the  stone  age  men  of  Scandinavia.  Some  anticpiaries,  guided 
by  ethnology;  Avould  infer  from  this,  that  these  Ancient 
British  people  belonged  to  a  Pre-Celtic  race — of  feeble  organ- 
isation, ignorant  of  metals  aiul  using  AA'eapons  and  tools  made 
of  stone,  Avood,  or  bone.  The  premises  hoAvever,  Avould  be 
too  narroAV  for  this  conclusion  ;  other  lines  of  research  nmst 
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throw  light  upon  the  question.  We  have  evidence  that 
metals  were  in  use  both  as  tools  and  Aveapons  among  these 
Ancient  Britons,  bronze  certainly,  and,  towards  the  latter 
period,  iron.  Indeed  it  i^  d(nibtl'ul  whether  a  Icnowledge  of 
iron  was  absent  from  any  period  of  Northuml)rian  history  of 
which  we  have  remains;  for  in  a  barrow  near  to  Yevering 
where  several  Hint  Aveapons,  instruments,  and  flakes  Avere 
found,  there  Avere  also  lumps  of  iron  slag.  Nor  do  the  facts 
Avarrant  the  conclusion,  that  in  Northumberland  there  Avas  a 
stone  age,  folloAved  in  succession  by  a  bronze  age  and  an  iron 
age  ;  it  is  rather  to  be  inferred,  that  the  materials  used  for 
weapons  and  instruments  Avere  distinctive  of  class;  for  Avhile 
the  chieftain  from  his  superior  poAver  and  means  could  com- 
mand an  iron  or  a  bronze  Aveapon,  the  commonalty  had  to 
content  themselves  Avith  Aveapons  fashioned  out  of  the  more 
accessible  and  tractable  materials,  of  Avood,  bone,  or  stone. 
Something  Avould  depend  on  the  local  position  of  a  tribe  ; 
and  probably  too,  some  tribes  less  civilized  and  less  advanced 
in  art,  had  fcAver  metallic  products  than  other  tribes  living 
at  the  same  period.  Tlie  era  of  our  Northumbrian  pre- 
lioman  remains  Avould,  I  think,  correspond  more  nearly  Avitli 
Avhat  has  been  called  the  bronze  age  than  Avith  the  others; 
not  that  other  metals  Avere  absent,  but  because  bronze  Avas 
more  used  for  the  fabrication  of  Aveapons  and  instruments. 
Language  aids  in  the  determination  of  the  (piestion  as  to 
race  ;  for  the  names  of  hills,  rivers,  and  other  prominent 
obji'cts  in  Northund)erland — names  given  by  the  aboriginal 
inliabitants  and  Avliieh  survive  oftentimes  tlie  revolutions  of 
race — are  Celtic.  A  people  so  numerous  as  the  Celts  Avere, 
Avhen  Cicsar  invaded  JJritain — he  calls  them  an  infinite  mul- 
titude— Avould  surely  leave  some  traces  of  their  occupancy  of 
the  islaiul;  but  if  the  forts,  opjjida,  barroAvs,  and  stone  circles, 
Avhich  Ave  have  in  Northumberland,  are  not  their  remains,  it 
may  be  asked,  Avhere  are  they  to  be  found  ?  For  if  Ave  attribute 
these  remains  to  an  earlier  race,  Ave  Avould  blot  out  the 
records  of  many  centuries  from  our  annals.  Taking,  tliere- 
fore,  into  account  vaiious  kinds  of  evidence,  A\e  may  conclude 
that  the  old  remains  in  Northumberland  belong  to  the  Celtic 
race,  though  they  may  tell  the  history  of  many  centuries 
prior  to  the  Christian  era.  The  apparent  discrepant  evidence 
from  ethnology  is  suggestive  of  intpiiry;  may  not  the  type  of 
cranium  gradually  change  through  long  ages  of  advancing 
civilization,  or  may  not  this  effect  be  produced  even  by  a 
slight  admixture  of  a  neAV  and  dominating  race  i 
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According  to  Caesar,  tlic  Ancient  Liitish  poo])lc  had  a 
religion  -wliicli  recognised  su]Kn-iof  ])OAVors  ruling  in  tlie  world, 
and  inculcated  the  innnortality  of  the  soul  and  its  passage 
at  death  into  other  bodies.  Greatly  superstitious  they  were; 
and  says  Pliny,  "  the  magic  arts  were  cultivated  with  such 
astonishing  success  and  so  many  ceremonies,  that  the  Britons 
seeiu  capable  of"  instructing  even  the  Persians  themselves  in 
these  arts."  The  Druids  were  not  only  the  priests  of  this 
religion,  but  judges,  philoso})hers,  and  schoolmasters.  Where 
then  were  their  temples,  their  places  of  meeting,  tlieir  altars, 
and  the  apparatus  by  which  they  performed  their  supersti- 
tious and  magical  arts  ?  Enclosures  on  the  top  of  high  hills, 
such  as  Yevering,  were  regarded  by  antiquaries  of  a  past 
generation  as  Druidical  temples;  but  such  places  are  now 
proved  to  have  been  strongholds.  Small  mou(jlithic  circles, 
such  as  one  on  Dod  Law,  "were  se])ulchral ;  but  probably  the 
larger  stone  circles  Avere  devoted  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  to  national  assemblies,  and  to  religious  worship. 
The   most    important   of  these    circles   in   Northumberland, 
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Fiff.  6.— Plan  of  stone  circle,  Three  Stone  Burn. 


ANCIENT    BRITISH    PERIOD. 


25 


situated  in  a  wild  nnd  lonely  valley  o])cning  eastward  from 
the  Cheviots,  near  to  Three  Stone  Burn,  has  been  thoroughly 
explored.  It  is  of  an  oval  shape,  340  feet  in  circumfer(3nce, 
and  formed  of  a  single  row  of  upright  stones  of  syenite,  from 
ahout  4-  feet  to  5  j  feet  in  lu'ight ;  thirteen  of  them  still  remain. 
Excavations  through  this  circle  ex]X)sed  charcoal  strewed 
over  the  original  surface;  and  a  portion  of  a  small  grey  tlint 
knife  was  found,  which  we  could  readily  imagine  to  have 
been  used  for  some  sacrificial  ]uirpose  hy  a  ])ruid.  This 
circle  Avas  not  sepulchral,  for  not  a  vestige  of  an  interment 
was  seen ;  it  was  not  a  stronghold,  for  it  is  not  fortified  eitlier 
hy  nature  or  art ;  and  it  is  not  a  town  or  dwellings  for  there 
are  neither  walls  nor  interior  arrangements.  Such  circles 
Averc  held  in  veneration,  and  traditions  of  their  sacrcdness 
are  preserved  in  Scotland  in  the  common  Gaelic  ]>hrase — 
A)n  hhcil  tliu  dol,  "are  you  going  to  the  stones?"  Avhen 
inquiry  is  made  Avdiether  a  person  is  going  to  the  churcli. 

We  may  connect  Avith  tliis  suhject  ihe  mysterious  inscrip- 
tions on  rocks  in-  Northumberland.  Our  account  of  the 
period  Avould  be  incomplete  Avithout  some  notice  of  them ; 
and  besides  this,  they  occur  Avithin  the  barony  and  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  boundary  of  the  parisli.  Forty  years 
ago,  jVIr.  John  C.  Langlands  discovered  defaced  and  old- 
Avorld  lookiuf^  figures  on  sandstone  blocks  near  the  great 
Ancient  British  camp  on  the  top  of  Old  BeAvick  Hill ;  but 
his  discovery  assmned  greater  significance,  Avhen  in  1832  the 
Rev.  William  GreeuAvell  found  another  rock  at  Routing  Linn 
covered  Avith  the  same  kind  of  sculptures.  The  folloAving 
figures  Avill  sIicav  the  characteristic  forms.     The  typical  form 
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— that  which  distinguishes  these  inscriptions  from  all  others 
— is  a  series  of  incomplete  concentric  circles  around  a  central 
hollow  or  cup,  from  which  proceeds  a  groove  or  gutter  tlu-ough 
the  series  of  circles— ;;////.  1.  This  radial  groove  often  extends 
heyond  the  circles,  is  usually  straight,  l)ut  sometimes  curved 
and  wavy;  in  some  cases  the  groove  crosses  the  entire 
diameter— ;-^^.  11;  and  in  one  case  there  are  three  radial 
grooves ;  there  are  oval,  horse  shoe,  and  arched  forms,  as  in 
Jigs.  9,  13,  7;  two  grooves  issue  fromy?//.  6;  a  curious  fringed 
or  rayed  form  is  presented  hyjir/.  4;  Ji[/s.  8  and  12  aie  sonu!- 
what  ahnormal,  as  they  deviate  fiom  the  circular;  circles  arc 
united  hy  a  groove  injij.  o ;  and  in  Jig.  10  Ave  have  a  com- 
pound form  rescmhling  a  plant  Avitli  its  stem,  hranclies,  and 
floral  heads.  In  size  the  forms  vary  from  two  inches  to  thirty- 
nine  inches  in  diameter,  and  one  is  cumj)()sed  of  eight  con- 
centric circles.  On  some  rucks  a  number  of  ligurcs  are 
comhined,  forming  a  complicated  and  maze-like  ])lan,  as  in 
Jig.  8,  page  27,  from  Old  liowick,  the  first  inscribed  stone 
discovered  in  Nortlunnherland. 

All  have  been  incised  on  sandstone  rocks  by  a  bluntly 
pointed  tool,  probably  of  bronze ;  but  where  sculptures  have 
been  exposed  for  centuries  to  the  play  of  the  elements, 
nature  has  given  an  artistic  finish  to  the  original  rude  work- 
mansliip,  and  so  rounded  the  jaggt^d  edges  and  sn^oothed  the 
hollows,  that  the  figures  stand  out  like  rings  in  the  rock. 
They  are  not  found  on  the  hard  intractable  porphyry  of  the 
Cheviots,  nor  on  the  flanks  of  those  hills ;  but  on  one  or 
other  of  the  beds  of  thick  sandstone  as  hich  crops  out  on  the 
higli  hills  and  elevated  ridges  in  tbe  cential  moor-lands  of 
Northumberland.  They  have  been  found  on  Hunter's  Moor 
near  Ford,  at  llouting  Linn,  on  Harelaw  Crags,  on  Dodding- 
ton  LaAV  and  llorton  INIoor,  on  Glcdhnv,  on  Whitsunbank, 
on  Cbatton  Law  and  Old  IJcAvick  Hill,  on  Eglingham, 
Beanley,  and  Charlton  Moors,  on  Cartington  Cove,  and  in 
the  parish  of  Stamfordliam. 

Fifty-three  of  tlicse  sculptured  stones  have  been  discoA'ered 
in  Northumberland;  and  on  these  there  are  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  figures,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  Avhich 
are  distinguishably  different  from  each  other.  AH  are  con- 
nected Avith  Ancient  British  remains ;  four  of  them  formed 
the  covers  of  cist-vaens ;  tAVO  are  Avithin  a  few  yards  of 
sepulchral  barroAvs ;  five  of  them  are  Avithin  Ancient  liritish 
camps ;  eight  of  them  are  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards 
distant  from  such  camps ;  most  of  the  others  are  less  distant 
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INSCRIBED      STONE      AT      OLD      BEWICK. 
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than  luilf-a-niilc,  and  none  further  away  tliau  a  mile.  Their 
rehition  however^  to  the  camps,  forts,  and  liut  circles — the 
dwelHngs  of  the  Ancient  British  people — is  more  apparent 
than  to  their  sepulchres. 

These  peculiar  inscriptions  have  heen  discovered  at  Jed- 
burgh;  in  Kircudhrightshire ;  in  Ayrshire;  on  a  cist  cover 
near  Edinhurgli ;  on  standing  stones  as  Avell  as  on  rocks  in 
situ  in  Argyleshire  ;  in  Forfarshire  ;  as  far  north  as  Orkney, 
on  the  Avail  of  a  sepulchral  cliamher ;  on  "Long  INIeg,"  a 
standing  stone  near  Penrith ;  on  a  stone  pillar  at  8hap ;  in 
Yorkshire,  Derbyshire,  and  on  a  cist  cover  as  far  south  as 
Devonshire.  Several  have  been  found  in  Kerry  in  Ireland 
covered  by  bogs,  and  one  on  the  top  of  a  cromlecli. 

If  these  inscriptions  were  merely  ornamental,  they  would 
be  of  great  interest,  as  being  the  earliest  sculptures — the 
first  efforts  of  infant  art,  in  Britain  ;  but  their  wide  dis- 
tribution, proves  that  the  whole  of  ] Britain  Avas  at  an  early 
])eriod  peo]>led  by  tribes  of  one  race,  who  were  imbued  Avith 
the  same  superstitions  and  expressed  them  by  the  same 
symbols. 

What  indeed,  could  be  sufficiently  important  to  induce 
tribes  living  hundreds  of  miles  apart  and  even  separated  by 
the  sea,  to  use  ])recisely  the  same  symbols,  save  to  express 
some  religious  sentiments  or  to  aid  in  the  performance  of 
some  superstitious  rites,  Avhich  Avere  common  to  the  Avhole 


race 
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Such  are  some  of  the  facts  illustrative  of  the  character  and 
condition  of  the  Ancient  British  i)cople  living  in  the  valley 
of  the  Aln,  at  a  period  Avhen  the  lower  grounds  Avere  covered 
Avith  Avoods  aiul  sAvamps,  Avhen  the  sites  of  tOAvns  and 
villages  Avere  on  grounds  of  moderate  elevation,  Avhen  the 
hill  tops  Avere  croAvned  Avith  strong  forts,  and  Avhen  many 
little  independent  tribes  and  clans  Avere  at  Avar  Avith  each 
other.  The  arrangements  breathe  defiance,  and  indicate  in- 
security, and  tell  of  Avarf  ire  and  bloodshed.  Brave  though 
the  race  Avas,  yet  r(?nt  by  divisions  and  intestine  Avar,  it  A^■as 
conquered  and  enslaved  by  a  foreign  foe. 

*  This  view  was  given  by  me  in  my  Address  as  President  of  tlie  Berwickshire 
Natuialists'  Club  in  1853.  See  History  of  Uie  Club,  Vol.  III.,  p.  129.  For  a 
full  description  of  these  inscriptions,  with  figures  of  all  discovered  in  Northum- 
berland, and  a  disquisition  as  to  their  age  and  meaning,  I  refer  to  the  History  ol 
the  Club,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  137  ;  and  to  "The  Ancient  Briiish  Sculptured  Hocks  of 
Northumberland  and  the  Eastern  Borders,  with  Notices  of  the  llemains  Associ- 
ated with  these  Sculjjlures,"  by  George  Tate,  F.G.S.,  &c. 


CHAPTER  III. 
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ITINEKAJIIES— ALAUNA — DEVIL's   CAUSEWAY — KOiLVN   COIINS — COM  AN 

AliTAli. 

Altlioiigli  Coesar  effected  the  conquest  of  the  south  of  Eng- 
hmcl  in  tlie  54th  year  before  the  Christian  Era,  it  -was  not 
till  133  years  afterwards  that  the  northern  parts  were  brought 
under  the  dominion  of  Rome.  Agricola  was  both  a  statesman 
and  a  warrior;  what  he  had  avou  by  his  military  genius  he 
retained  by  his  administrative  skill ;  and  by  introducing 
among  the  concj^uered  Jhitons  the  arts  and  knowledge  of 
civilized  life,  he  endeavoured  to  moderate  their  fierce  passions 
and  reclaim  them  from  barbarism.  The  ])ower  of  this  great 
people  continued  to  be  exercised  till  A.D.  430,  when  the 
Roman  legions  bid  an  eternal  farewell  to  Britain.  During 
this  period,  the  groat  barrier  wall  was  built,  extending  from 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  to  the  Solway,  and  the  import- 
tant  roads — Watling  Street  and  the  Devil's  Causeway — 
Avhicli  pass  through  the  county,  were  made. 

There  is  however,  no  suiiicient  evidence  of  any  Roman 
station  or  town  having  been  within  the  parish  of  Alnwick. 
The  Itiiujrary  of  Antoninus,  comi)ilcd  in  the  fourtli  century, 
contains  no  reference  to  the  district  around  Ahnvick;  but  in 
Ptolemy's  Geography,  composed  as  early  as  the  second  cen- 
tury, there  are  mentioned,  as  being  on  the  north-east  side  of 
Britain — "  Estuary  Boderia ;  mouth  of  the  river  Alaunus, 
mouth  of  the  river  Vedra."  Boderia  is  doubtless  the  Firth 
of  Forth,  but  it  is  questionable  to  what  river  tlie  Alaunus 
refers;  from  the  aihnity  of  the  names,  Camden  conjectures  it 
is  the  Aln,  but  Ilorsley  supposes  it  to  be  the  Tweed.  The 
Ravenna  Cosmography,  a  treatise  on  geographical  science, 
compiled  at  Ravenna  in  the  seventh  century,  contains  a  more 
distinct  reference  to  the  river  or  to  a  station  near  to  it ;  in 
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this  list^  besides  the  stations  along  the  Roman  Wall,  Ave  liave 
"  Bremenium,  Cocuneda,  Ahuina,  Oleioh^vis."  Bremenium 
is  Rochester  by  the  side  of  AVatUng  Street  on  the  Reed ;  and 
Cocuneda  and  ALauna  may  he  identified  as  the  Coquet  and 
the  Ahi.  Richard  of  Cirencester,  a  doubtful  authority,  in 
his  IV.  Iter,  gives  as  beyond  the  Roman  Wall  and  Avithin 
the  Roman  province  of  Yalcntia — '' Alauna  amne  m.  p.  xxv., 
Tueda  flumine  m.  p.  xxx."  The  distance  of  twenty-five 
thousand  paces,  corresponds  however,  Avitli  the  distance  be- 
tween the  wall  and  the  river  Coquet.  Upon  such  doubtful 
notices  no  sound  conclusion  can  be  drawn  of  Alnwick  having 
been  a  Roman  station,  especially  as  it  is  not  corroborated  by 
arch  ecological  evidence;  for  no  Roman  camps  or  walls  remain, 
110  Roman  relics  have  been  found,  and  no  Roman  roads  are 
traceable  within  the  parish.  If  any  station  in  this  district 
is  indicated  in  these  itineraries,  it  would  be  somewhere  in 
the  neiglibourood  of  Wliittingham,  not  far  from  the  lioman 
road,  or  probably  on  Craulaw,  close  to  that  road,  where  there 
are  appearances  of  a  Roman  camp.* 

The  most  remarkable  Roman  work  in  the  district  is  this 
road,  which  is  called  "  the  Devil's  Causeway,"  and  which  is 
aboiit  seven  miles  westward  of  Alnwick.  It  branches  from 
Watling  Street  at  Reweley,  and  going  northward  to  Hart- 
burn  and  Brinkburn  and  through  the  moor-lands  of  Rimside, 
it  crosses  the  Aln  about  a  mile  eastward  of  Whittingham, 
and  thence  onward  to  Powburn  and  the  Till,  passing  in 
succession  Chillingham  Now  Town,  lletton,  Towick,  till 
traces  of  it  are  lost  before  it  reaches  the  Tweed  near  to 
TAVcedmouth.  This  road,  which  is  noAV  much  destroyed, 
Avas  21  feet  in  breadth  and  paved  Avith  large  stones.  Near 
this  road,  at  Glanton,  Roman  querns  have  been  found. 

A  camp  more  distinctly  recognisable  as  Roman  than  that 
of  CraulaAV,  is  at  Outchester,  on  tlie  bend  of  Spindlestone 
Burn,  Avhose  steep  banks  defend  it  on  tAvo  sides  ,•  the  form, 
like  other  Roman  entrenchments  is  quadrangular,  and  it  is 
so  placed  as  to  defend  the  pass  and  harbour  of  the  river 
"Warn.  Not  far  from  this  camp  on  Addcrstone  estate,  the 
property  of  the  late  Dr.  George  Wilson  of  Allerburn  House, 
AlnAvick,  a  number  of  Roman  brass  coins,  contained  in  a  small 

*  Craulaw,  one  of  the  earliest  forms  of  the  name,  often  degraded  into  Crawley, 
is  derived  from  law,  a  hill,  and  Caer,  "the  ordinary  term  applied  by  our  Ancient 
British  ancestors  to  Roman  forts  j"  R.  Carr  of  Ilcdgeley,  Transactions  of  Tyne- 
side  Club,  Vol.  I.,  p.  311'. 
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oalv  box,  -vverc  discovered  in  185G  in  a  boj^.  These  coins 
represent  a  period  of  about  150  years,  tbc  earliest  being  about 
A.D.  117  and  the  Latest  A.T).  2G7;  and  belong  to  Hadrian, 
Lucius  yElius,  Antoninus  l*ius,  Marcus  Aurelius,  Verus, 
Faustina  the  Younger  ^vife  of  M.  Aurelius,  Commodus, 
Severus,  Caracalla,  Solinina  Avife  of  Gallienus,  and  Postumus. 
Along  with  these,  there  wore  a  brass  beam  7y  inches  long, 
in  good  condition,  and  a  small  brass  scale  like  those  now 
used  by  apothecaries,  some  lead  weights,  and  a  portion  of 
liorse  furniture  made  of  lead,* 

At  Gloster  Hill,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Coquet,  a  portion 
of  a  lloman  altar  was  discovered  in  1856,  The  foUowins: 
cut  represents  the  fragment  and  shews  the  imperfect  inseri]i- 

tion.  By  comparing  it  with 
a  more  com]dete  altar  of  tlie 
same  kind  from  the  Roman. 
Wall  at  Benwell,  which  is 
dedicated  to  the  Campestrial 
Mothers  ( Matrihts  Cam- 
pest.),  Mr  William  Dickson 
conjectures  that  the  inscrip- 
tion Avhen  complete  would  be 

Matn'bi/s  Camjyestrlhus 
Cohors  prima, 
being  an  altar  dedicated  to 
tlie  Sylvan  IMothers  by  the 
Ivoman  soldiers  of  the  first 
cohort,  who  were  at  that  time 
at  the  castrum  or  camp  of 
'  i  ■•  that  place. t 

These  are  all  the  Eoman  remains  occurring,  as  far  as  I 
know,  within  a  moderate  distance  of  AluAvick,  North  North- 
umberland lying  many  miles  beyond  the  great  wall,  had 
indeed  been  but  partially  colonised  by  the  Romans,  and 
Avould  be  held  by  a  very  uncertain  tenure  ;  for  Roman  settle- 
ments there,  were  exposed  to  attacks  from  the  native  tribes, 
who  maintained  a  precarious  independence  among  the  hills, 
or  from  the  warlike  inhabitants  of  the  more  northern  parts 
of  the  island.  Whatever  occupation  there  was  of  Northum- 
berland, would  be  within  the  defences  of  tlie  wall  or  along 
the  lines  of  the  Roman  roads. 

*  Proceedings  of  the  Berwickshire  Naturalists'  Chib,  Vol.  III.,  p.  Ib'l. 
t  Idem,  Vol.  IV,,  p.  87. 
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SAXON  AND  DANISH  PERIODS. 

LEGEOT)ARY  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  SAXOX  L0KD3  OP  ALWICK-CHROX- 
ICLE  OF  AL.WICK  AJBBEY-TIIE  TYS0XS-S.1X0JI  SETTLEMEVT&  l^ 
ALNWICK-BOCLANDS  AND  FOLCLAXDS-SAXON  D^yELLI^TiS  IND 
VILLS— .VLWIOK  SUBORDINATE  TO  LESBUKY-SAXOX  CHUJiCHE.S 
--.VENKOUTH    SAXON    CUOSS-THE   D^iNES-CLOSE  OF  THE  SAXON 

Who  was  tlie  Lord  of  Alnwick  in  Saxon  times  !  ]3ooms. 
day  Book,  tlie  authentic  record  of  the  property  of  the  conntry 
at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  did  not  extend  to  Nortlmmhcr- 
Jand;  but  the  question  lias  been  ansNvered  by  ima-inativc 
bvT"  "?  ""'^  ^'^'^f '^^^  \^1^'>^-  1^'gends  have  been  Repeated 
bj  mos  of  our  popular  historians.  In  tlie  chronicle  of  Aln- 
Avick  Al)bey  Ave  have  the  following  account. 

"Here  begins  the  genealogy  of  tlie  founders  and  patrons  of  tlio 

tnuln       77^^'-'  ''^^^f'  of  Padund  Tiionno  founder 
oi  the  Chapel  of  Samt,  \\  jliVed  of  the  nuns  of  Gisnis.^' 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1060.  The  arrival  of  the  Normans  in 
England.  Duke  Harald,  son  of  Duke  Godwin,  after  the  Tea 
of  Kmg  Edward,  occupied  tlie  kingdom  of  England,  havniK^ 
broken  the  agi-eoment  which  he  contracted  .ntli  WiUium,  Dufe 
of  the  Normans  wlien  lie  was  taken  in  Pontliieu;  wlienco  it 
foUowed,  that  WiUiam  Duke  of  tlie  Normans,  called  the  Ba  t  m 
havang  associated  with   him,   Sirs  Yvo  de  Vescy  and  Eustace 

Si  '  ^f^'P  ^''V7  1^^°I^^°  ^'^  *^^°  Norman  and  other 
tribes,  assembled  from  all  dii-ections,  passed  over  the  sea  with  a 
strong  band  into  England;  and  battle  being  joined  Mith  iSald 
and  Ins  army,  he  obtained  it  and  so  was  invested  with  ?Iie 
diadem  of  the  kingdom.  In  this  battle  Wimim  Tisoni  e  f^H 
whose  brother,  to  wit,  Eichard  Tisonne  was  the  LiiX  of  the 

*  Guyzance:    there  are  still  remains  of  this  chapel  at  Brainshaugh  on  the 
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chapel  of  tlie  nuns  of  Gysyns  about  A.D.  1000,  wlioso  father 
M-as  called  Glsbrlght  Tisonne,  founder,  to  wit,  of  the  Abbeys  of 
lyfalton,  Walton,  and  Bridlington.  This  Gisbnght  gave  to  his 
Bon  Richard,  tlie  vill  of  tShilbottell,  together  Avith  tiie  church  of 
Gi.svnig  &c.  Tliis  Eichard  begot  William  Tisonne,  and  William 
be<4t  German  Tisonne,  and  German  begot  Dame  Bone  de  Hilton, 
Avho  was  the  wife  of  William  de  Hilton.  In  this  way  was 
changed  the  surname  Tisonnne  into  tliat  of  Hilton,  and  W  illuim 
de  Hilton  begot  Alexander,  and  Alexander  begot  Sir  Robert  do 

Hilton.  -,     TT         1  •  1     •   1  i. 

But  the  aforesaid  king  gave  to  Yvo  de  Vescy  his  own  knight, 
for  his  service,  for  wife,  the  only  daughter  of  William  Tisonne, 
slain  in  the  aforesaid  battle,  with  the  baronies  of  Alnowyk  and 
of  Malton,  which  before  that  time  belonged  to  Gisbright  Tisonne, 
the  father  of  William  and  Richard  Tisonne." 

Though  the  narrative  is  circumstantial,  yet  much  de])cnd- 
ence  camiot  be  placed  on  this  niouldsh  chronicle.  The  abbey 
was  not  founded  till  A.D.  1147,  move  than  eighty  years  alter 
the  earliest  events  noticed.  Lord  Ilailes,  to  Avlioni  Dr.  Percy 
communicated  this  chronicle,  does  not  consider  its  antiquity 
great.  It  contains  anachronisms  and  erroneous  statements  ; 
William  Ruf'us,  who  died  in  1100,  is  said  to  have  given 
the  daughter  of  William  the  Lion  to  Eustace  de  Ycscy  ;  but 
Lustace^vas  not  Lord  of  Alnwick  before  1185;  an<l  William 
the  Lion  is  said  to  be  the  son  of  Malcolm,  though  Malcolm 
was  slain  50  years  before  William  was  born.  Such  discrep- 
ancies detract  from  the  authority  of  the  chronicle.  Tlie 
original  mauuscrii)t,  fiumcrly  in  the  library  of  King's  College, 
Cambridge,  is  now  lost  ;  and  therefore  its  age  cannot  be 
critically'^tested  ;  it  is  now  chlelly  known  from  a  manuscript 
copy  preserved  in  the  British  i\iuscum.  Written  therefore, 
probably,  at  least  three  centuries  after  the  conquest,  we  may 
cx])ect  in  the  earlier  periods,  legends  rather  than  tacts. 

To  this  monkish  statement,  Dugdnle,  a  learned  and 
accurate  writer,  has  given  importance,  for  in  his  liaronage 
there  is  a  similar  account.  "Among  the  valiant  Normans  " 
says  he,  "that  assisted  Duke  William  in  his  conquest  of 
England  were  llobcrt  and  Yvo  de  Yesci.  On  Yvo,  the 
conqueror  bestowed  the  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  William 
Tyson,  Lord  of  Alnewicke  in  Northumberland  and  of  Alalton 
in  Yorkshire,  two  large  baronies,  both  of  them  belonging  to 
Gilbert  Tyson,  his  father  slain  in  battle  on  the  part  of  King 
Harold."*     As  evidence  of  this,  he  refers  in  his  Ihironage  to 

♦  PuKd.Ue's  Baronsge,  Vol.  I.,  p.  89- 
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a  document,  8th  of  Edward  II.,Avlii(li  lie  quotes  at  length  in 

his  Monastieon  with  the  following-  reference — "  Esc.  8  Edw. 

IL,  n.  G3,  in  stKlula."     As  quoted  by  hini:  it  says — "  William 

called  the   l>asturd,  conquered  the  kingdom  of  England  by 

the  help  of  the  Normans,  among  Avhom  was  a  certain  valiant 

knight,  by  name  Yvo  Vesey,  to  whom  King  William  the 

Conqueror  gave  the  daughter  of  a  certain  AVilliam  Tyson, 

Lord  of  the   liaronics  of  Alnewye   and   of  Malton.      That 

\yilliam  Tyson  was  son  and  heir  of  a  certain  Gi^brit  Tyson,  fl 

who  was  slain  in  war  with  King  Harold,  and  he  left  one 

daughter  and  heir  given  to  the  aforesaid  Yvo  by  tlie  king."* 

For  this  schedule  I  made  enquiry  at  the  Record  Otiice  in 
London,  but  it  could  not  be  found  there ;  it  was  ])robably  ^ 

nothing  more  than  some  monkish  genealogy,  which  if  un- 
sup])orted  by  adequate  evidence,  Avould  be  of  little  value. 

The  statements  of  Dugdale  and  the  Alnwick  Abbey  chron- 
icle are  discrepant  in  one  point ;  the  former  says  tlic  father 
Gisbrit  was  slain  at  Hastings  vath  ILirold  ;  the  latter  that 
the  son  William  fell  there. 

A  different  account  is  given  in  two  manuscripts,  one  in  tlie 
llarhjian  and  the  other  in  the  Lansdown  collection.  They 
represent  that  Gilbright  Tyson  was  Lord  of  Bridlington, 
W^alton  and  jMalt(jn,  and  of  Alnewyke,  and  that  by  his  Nor- 
man wife  IJeatiix  he  had  issue,  William,  Richard,  and  Agnes; 
that  William,  the  eldest  son,  fell  in  the  war  against  Harold; 
and  left  one  daughter  Alda,  who  was  bestowed  by  the  con- 
qiieror  in  marriage  on  Yvo  de  Vescy.f 

Li  another  monkish  chronich'  prcs(^iv(>d  among  the  Har- 
leian  manuscripts,  recording  events  from  A.J).  l(i()(i  to  A.D. 
14'3!^,  Gisbright  is  named  with  his  two  sons  William  and 
Richard,  as  crossing  the  sea  from  Normandy  with  AVilliam 
the  Bastard,  and  joining  in  the  battle  fought  against  Harold. 
Hugh  de  Gaunt,  William  de  Percy,  Yvo  de  ^'escy,  and  the 
one-eyed  Eustace  Eitz-John,  are  mentioniul  as  their  associates 
in  this  undertaking;  and  William  Tyson  is  said  to  have  been 
slain  in  this  battle. :f 

In  the  old  pedigrees  of  the  Hiltons,  compiled  two  or  three 
centuries  ago,  the  wife  of  William  Tyson  is  said  to  have  been 
daughter  of  Gilbert  de  Gaunt,  earl  of  Lincoln,  the  herald 
adding  to  Queen  Matilda's  nephew,  the  title  enjoyed  by  his 
grandson,  Gilbert  de  Gaunt,  in  1141. 

*  Dugdale's  Monastieon,  VI.,  p.  86S. 
t  Harlmn  MS  3618,  fol.  5.  J  Harleian  MS  364S,  fol.  V. 
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AVliatever  thread  of  truth  there  may  be  in  those  discrepant 
statements,  this  seems  certain  that  the  family  of  Tysons  was 
not  Saxon,  and  that  it  did  not  liohi  the  barony  of  Ahnvick 
before  the  conquest.     According-  to  Doomsday  Kook,  Malton 
barony,  instead  of  being  in  the  possession  of  Yvo  d'e  Vescy 
in  rio-lit  of  his  M'ife,  as  the  lieir  of  the  Tysons,  Avas  in  the 
hands  of  the  king  himself;    and  it  was  not  till  the  early 
part  of  the  twelfth  century,  that  it  became  the  ]noi)erty  of 
the   Lord  ot    Alnwick  by   gift  of   King   Jlenry  I.       l^yson 
indeed  was  a  Norman  family.     Gislebert  followed  William 
Irom   ISormandy,   along  with   the   Percys,  ])e   Vescys,  and 
other  adventurers,  to  share  in  the  plunder  of  a  conquered 
nation;  he  was  the  great  standard  bearer  of  William,  and 
his  name  IS  thus  subscribed  to  a  charter  between  A.  1)  'lOGG 
and   A.p.    1069,    granting    lands    to    the    monks   of  iSel])y 
Doomsday  ]}ook  evidences   that  he  was   a  feudatory  under 
lung  NV  ilham,  and  held  numerous  manors  in  the  East  and 
U  est  Kidings  of  Yorkshire.     Gislebert  Tyson  seems  to  have 
descended  from  the  powerful  house  of  Tesson,  lords  of  a  tract 
ol_  country  m   the  de])artmcnt   Du   Calvados,  known  as  le 
Cmglais,  of  which   Thury-lFarcourt    is   the    capital        The 
naine  is  neither  Saxon  nor  Danish,  but  Norman— Taisson 
being  a  soubrniuet  given  to  the  lords  of  Cinglais,  si-niifyin^ 
a  badger.*  '     o      j     e 

We  are  therefore  entirely  ignorant  of  the  lords  of  Alnwick 
betore  the  coni|uest;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence ot  a  castle  there  at  that  period.  '  Grose  and  others  refer 
to  the  zigzag  iretwork  round  the  arch  of  the  keep  of  the 
present  castle,  as  "evidently  of  Saxon  architecture;"  this 
sty  e  _ol  architecture,  however,  is  certainly  Norman  ;  and  the 
arch  is  not  earlier  than  the  twelfth  century. 

Notices  we  have  of  Wark^vorth,  AMiittingham,  Fdlin-- 
ham,_and  Eglmgham  with  their  churches,  and  of  ]5amlmr."h 
with  its  diurch  and  castle  during  Anglo-Saxon  times;  but 
ot  Alnwick  during  that  period  there  is  no  record  The 
names,  however,  of  vills,  larni  houses,  and  hamlets  within 
the  district,  shew  that  an  Anglo-Saxon  population  settled 
there  not  long  alter  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of 
^orth-humberland  by  Ida  in  547;  and  the  name  of  \ln- 
Avick    Itself   being   of  true   Anglo-Saxon    formation,   proves 

*  Stapleton's  Notes  to  the  Plunipton  Correspoiulence,  p.  10.  Jlr.  W.  11.  D. 
Longstafle,  K.S.A.,  also  discusses  the  .luestioii  with  abiluv  in  a  pHper  on' the 
Church  ofGuyzaiice.  ' 
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that  a  vill  or  town  stood  on  the  same  site  long  before  the 
conquest.     Kudo  men  the  Angles  were,  who  wrested  North- 
umherhmd  from  the  xVncient  liritons,  yet  they  brouglit  with 
them  the  free  institutions  of  the  Teutonic  race;  and  this  was 
seen  in  tlie  tenures  on  which  the  hinds  were  parcelled  out 
among  the  early  settlers.     The  smallest  political  division  was 
the  mark — the  plot  of  land  in  some  fiuitful  plain  or  valley 
by  the  side  of  a  strean) — of  which  a  family  or  little  commu- 
nity took  possession.     This  corresponded  somewhat  with  our 
modernl^township;  each  freeman  had  his  alod,  or  free  estate  of 
arable  and  pastiire  land,  which  he  could  alienate  or  transfer 
as  he  willed  by  charter,  and  hence  it  was  called  hoc-land. 
lint  in  the  earlier  times  great  forests  and  wastes  surrounded 
the  cleared  land  of  the  settlement ;  and  these,  because  form- 
ing the  boundary,  Avere  called  raark-lands  ;  they  Avcre  not 
appropriated  to  iiulividuals,  but  were  reserved  as  tlie  common 
projierty  of  the  settlement,  where  all  could  depasture  their 
cattle,  and  whence  all  could  obtain  Avood  and  other  products 
of  the  forest  and  moor-lands.    They  were  the  people's  property 
and  could  not  be  alienated,  and  hence  were  called yb/c-Za/dc/s. 
Somewhat  of  sacredness  and  mystery  hung  round  this  land; 
in  the  time  of  heathendom,  it  Avas  under  the  protection  of  the 
gods  ;  and  accursed  were  they  who  removed  its  land  marks  : 
after  Christianity  was  introduced,  portions  of  it  were  se])ar- 
ated  to  build  and  endow  churches.    To  some  peculiar  burdens 
it  was  subject,  such  as  the  repair  of  royal  vills,  bridges,  and 
other  ])ublic  works,  the   entertainment  of  kings  and  great 
men  when  progressing  through  the  country,  and  the  rcAvard- 
ing  of  great  public  services.*     Though  nuich  of  this  land  was 
in  Saxon  times  converted  into  hoc-land — yet  some  portions 
survived  the  revolutionary  sweep  of  the  Norman  conquest, 
and  existed   doAvn   to   a  recent   period.       The   commons  or 
moors,  over  which  the  inhabitants  of  several   villages  and 
towns  had  commonable  rights,  are  remains  of  these  fole-lands,t 
the  people's  inheritance,  derived  from  their  Saxon  forefatliers. 
Several  of  such  commons  were  in  this  neighbourhood ;  they 
Avere  at  Shieldykes,  DeuAvick,  Rugley,  Shilbottle,  Charlton, 
Ilennington,  13ilton,  Tuggall,  Lucker,  Longhoughton,  Les- 
bury,  Acklington,  Alnham,  Chatton,  Ixothbury ;  and  even  now 
Ave  have  remains  of  them  at  Alnmouth,  Wooler,  and  Alnwick. 
Kemble  thinks  that  the  ancient  marks  may  still  be  traced 
ty  the  names  of  places  ending  in  den,  Jtolt,  icood,  Juirst,  and 
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faW,  which  Jonote  forests  mid  outlying  ])astures  in  Avoods;* 
and  tliis  to  some  extent  we  may  do  with  Ahiwick ;  on  the 
west  we  have  the  forest  of  ITay-f/<?>^  and  the  moor  of  llay- 
den,  now  Ahiwick  ^loor  ;  on  the  north  we  have  \Y\\\-den ; 
on  tlie  east,  X'c^w-wick  ;  on  the  soutli-east,  Scot-^i/ZJ-liaugh, 
now  llesh'yside  ;  and  on  the  south  Z)c/i-moor. 

Small  and  in^signi{lcant,  however,  would  the  town  itself 
he  during-  the  Saxon  period,  for  population  then  was  not 
centralised;  it  resemhled  more  one  of  our  old  villages  than 
a  compact  horough,  aiul  consisted  of  scattered  home-steads  or 
tofts,  so  called  from  tufts  of  trees  overhanging  them,  huilt  of 
wood  and  wattles  and  covered  with  thatch,  and  standing 
apart,  each  on  its  own  little  garth  or  croft.  No  great  stone 
casllc  woidd  he  there  looking  coldly  and  sternly  down  on 
these  humhle  dwellings ;  the  thane's  mansio  would  be  there, 
little  diflerent  in  structure,  hut  larger  than  the  other  houses 
and  prohahly  defended  by  its  stockade  and  ditcli.  The 
Saxons  caring  more  for  the  pleasures  of  the  talde,  for 
gluttonous  eating  and  excessive  driidving,  tlian  for  artistic 
dv.'cllings,  were  contented  wilh  houses  which  were  frail 
and  ])erishahle.  B(;da  in  relating  one  of  the  wonderful 
miracles,  said  to  have  been  wrought  by  earth  taken  from 
the  spot  Avherc  Saint  Oswald  fell  at  ]Maserfield,  incident- 
ally furnishes  information  of  the  character  of  their  ordinary 
houses.  A  traveller  passing  over  this  spot  observing  how 
much  more  heautifid  it  was  than  the  rest  of  the  tield,  took 
sonu^  of  the  earth  ami  tied  it  in  a  linen  cloth,  believing 
from  the  superior  iu)liness  of  him  who  I'ell  there,  that  it 
would  1)0  of  use  in  curing  diseases.  At  night  he  came  to  a 
village  where  the  ])eoplo  were  at  supper,  and  lumg  the  cloth 
on  a  post  against  the  wall;  a  great  hre  was  in  tJtc  middle  of 
the  room,  from  which  after  a  time,  the  sparks  ilew  upward 
and  caught  the  top  of  the  hou^e,  which  being  made  of  uaitlcs 
and  titalch  was  presently  in  a  flame,  and  the  whole  house 
was  burnt  excepting  the  post  on  which  the  holy  earth  was 
hung.  The  whole  structure  must  have  been  of  wood,  wattles, 
and  thatch. t 

Early  Norman  charters  and  incpiisitions  reflect  a  light 
backward,  and  give  us  some  glimpses  of  the  general  condition 
of  the  district  during  the  Saxon  period.  The  po])ulation  was 
scattered  in  small  vills  and  hamlets  at  some  distance  from 

*    Kemble's  Saxons  in  England,  Vol.  I.,  p.  4S0. 
f   Beda's  Ecclesiastical  History. 
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each  other,  standing-  on  cleared  and  cultivated  ground  in  the 
midst  of  moov-lands  and  forests.  Every  vill  liad  at  least  ton 
families  of  freemen — proprietors  of  land — forming  tlie  ancient 
tithing.  On  the  south  side  of  tlie  Aln,  was  the  largest  vill 
of  Alnwick  with  its  folc-land  of  Ilayden  ;  further  southward 
was  the  vill  of  Rugley  with  its  moor  or  common  land  ;  and 
heyond  this  Avere  the  Scheles  *  with  the  moor  or  common  of 
Swinleys.  Bertewellf  had  less  than  ten  families  and  was  but 
a  hamlet  and  had  no  common  of  its  oavu,  but  enjoyed  ri;'hts 
over  Ilayden  along  Avith  the  men  of  Alnwick.  Less  informa- 
tion we  have  of  the  north  side  of  the  Aln,  for  a  considerable 
portion  was  granted  at  an  early  Norman  period  to  abbeys  ; 
but  there  we  have  the  vill  of  Denwick  with  its  moor  or  folc- 
land;  and  the  vill  of  llinclifF  with  its  moor  or  common,  and 
its  wood  extending  from  Ilinden  to  the  Aln.  Tlie  po])ula- 
tion  was  agricultural  and  warlike;  every  free-man  ^\\\o  tilh'd 
his  own  grounds,  was  ready  Avith  his  strong  arm  and  bold 
spirit  to  defend  the  hearth,  the  home,  and  the  huul  lie  held 
as  his  OAvn,  against  agressin-s. 

Alnwick  seems  during  this  period  to  have  been  in  some 
degree  dependent  on  and  subordinate  to  liCsbury.  In  the 
tAvelfth  century,  xilmvick  Church,  as  Avell  as  those  of  Long- 
houghton  and  Alnmouth,  Avas  a  chapelry  under  Lesbury  ; 
and  it  was  also  so  returned  in  the  Ta.ratio  l^cclesiastica  in 
the  fourteenth  century.  -May  not  Lesbury  have  been  the 
principal  tOAvn  in  the  district,  Avhere  the  greatest  Thane  had 
his  hurJi  or  fortified  dwelling  I  A  situation  Avith  so  genial  a 
climate,  such  ])roductive  land,  and  so  avcII  sludtercd,  Avould 
be  among  the  iirst  occupied  by  tlie  Angles.  And  here,  Avhere 
the  lord  lived,  Avould  rise  the  fiist  Christian  church,  Avliich 
for  some  time  might  serve  for  the  district  around  ;  but  as 
population  increased,  new  chajiels  Avould  be  erected  at  Aln- 
Avick  and  other  places,  Avhich  Avould  be  served  by  ministers 
sent  from  the  parent  church.  The  name  Lesbury  favours  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  place,  for  the  termination  hyrig,  modern- 
ised into  hury,  indicates  a  tOAvn  of  some  importance. 

Saxon  relics  have  not,  so  far  as  I  knoAV,  been  found  Avithin 
the  parish  of  Alinvick.  No  sepulchres  have  been  discovered, 
nor  traces  of  Saxon  habitations.  Hemains  indeed  of  this 
period  have  seldom  been  observed  in  Northumberland;  but 
probably,  as  our  present  tOAvns,  villages,  and  church-yards 
occupy  the  sites  of  those  existing  in  Saxon  times,  the  remains 

*   Now  Shieldykes.  .        ■\  Now  Hobbcrlaw. 
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of  that  period  may  liavc  been  obliterated  by  the  frequent 
re-buiklin^-  of  liouses  and  repeated  interments  in  the  grave- 
yards, during-  the  course  of  tlie  L^ist  eight  centuries.  The 
Saxons  however,  were  not  great  builders  of  castles  or  camps  ; 
they  relied  more  on  their  strong  arms  and  warlike  spirit. 

A  few  churches  were  built  of  stone.  Hexham  Church, 
erected  by  Wilfred,  was  the  wonder  of  the  age,  Avith  its 
pillars  and  arches  and  substantial  masonry;  but  this  famous 
work  was  not  the  production  of  native  workmen,  but  of  arti- 
ficers brought  from  Home.  Churches  of  stone  were,  we 
know,  at  Warkworth  and  Whittingham ;  of  the  former,  the 
foundations  were  laid  bare  in  1859,  revealing  stones  similar 
to  a  few  built  into  the  walls ;  and  the  fragment  of  a  cross, 
ornamented  with  knot  or  interlacing  work,  characteristic  of 
the  period,  occurred.  There  still,  however,  is  to  be  seen  at 
Whittingham,  the  under  part  of  the  Saxon  tower.  Double 
windows  divided  by  a  rude  balustre,  existed  in  this  tower  as 
late  as  A.D.  1840;  and  even  now  the  peculiar  long  and 
short  work  at  tlie  corners,  and  the  rude,  though  durable 
rubble  masonry  of  the  walls,  mark  this  as  an  interesting 
relic  of  the  architecture  of  our  Saxon  forefathers.  Fracr^ 
ments  of  Saxon  crosses  have  also  been  found  at  Norliam, 
Lindisfarne,  and  at  llothbiuy. 

But  the  most  interesting  Saxon  remain  is  the  shaft  of  a 
cross  which  -was  found  in  1789  near  to  the  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  church  of  Alnmouth  ;*  and  as  that  little  ancient 
Inirgh  to^vn  has  been  intimately  connected  with  Alnwick  as 
its  seaport,  and  as  moreover,  the  cross  is  preserved  in  Aln- 
wick Castle  Museum,  I  shall  give  an  illustrative  drawing 
and  description  of  this  relic  of  the  Saxon  time — Plate  III.  '^ 

This  fragment  consists  of  two  slabs  of  sandstone,  the 
faces  and  ends  of  which  are  entirely  covered  with  sculptures 
and  inscrii^tions ;  the  sculptures  are  in  low  relief,  and  the 
inscriptions  are  incised.  The  whole  is  2  feet  10  inches 
in  height ;  16  inches  broad  at  the  base  and  14i  inches  at 
the  top ;  and  7  inches  in  thickness  at  the  base  and  6  inches 

•  It  has  been  often  repeated  that  this  was  called  "  Woden's  Church"  from  the 
Saxon  divinity,  and  that  it  was  founded  on  the  site  of  one  of  his  temples ;  this 
however,  is  but  a  modern  and  very  groundless  fancy ;  a  Christian  church  would 
not  bear  the  name  of  a  heathen  god  ;  and  moreover,  tJie  present  name  of  the 
village  of  Wooden  which  has  been  adduced  iu  support  of  the  fancy  is  compara- 
tively modern,  though  probably,  having  a  similar  meaning  with  the  more  ancient 
name,  which  in  charters  and  inquisitions  appears  in  1333  as  Walden,  and  in  1396 
as  Wolden,  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  Weald,  wood-land. 
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at  the  top.  One  face  represents  the  crucifixion ;  our  Lord 
is  extended  on  the  cross,  and  above  liini  are  the  sun  and 
moon;  the  two  thieves  are  at  his  side  a  little  beloAv;  and 
at  the  foot  are  two  of  his  executioners.  Above  this  represen- 
tation is  an  inscription  now  considerably   obliterated ;   the 

letters   .  .  .  .YDW E.  . .  .FE.  .  .  ."can  be  made  out  ; 

Mr.  Ilaigli  however,  sees  more  than  this,  and  rends  the 
Avhole,  ''■  lihludwyg  me  fixed."  The  otlier  face  is  cliiefly 
filled  with  knot  or  interlacing  work  ;  but  there  is  the  follow- 
ing inscription  in  one  line  Avhich  is  in  good  preservation, 
"MYREDEH  MEII  WO;"  that  is  "Myredch  me  wrought;" 
being  the  name  of  the  sculptor  of  the  stone.  On  one  of  tlie 
sides  there  is  an  inscription  in  two  lines,  "  AEDVLFES  TH ;" 
and  on  the  other  there  is  another  much  defaced,  of  which  I 
can  trace  with  distinctness  .  . .  .AV.  .  . .  ;  but  INIr.  Ilaigh  has 
read  it  SAVL.  The  letters  are  mostly  Roman,  though  a 
few  are  Saxon  runes.  The  names  of  th(!  artists  are  however, 
not  Anglo-Saxon  nor  even  Teutonic,  but  Celtic;  Mr.  llaigh 
says  undoubtedly  Irish.  The  number  of  verj'^  fine  crosses  of 
a  similar  character  in  Ireland,  Avould  shew  that  the  art  of 
sculpture  on  stone  had  been  cnltivated  there;  and  ])ossibly 
skilled  men  from  that  country  may  have  travelled  about 
England  to  execute  similar  works.  The  inscriptions  are 
imperfect;  the  Avorkmeu  we  know  ;  but  it  can  only  be  con- 
jectured, for  whom  this  cross  was  erected.  Mr.  Ilaigh 
thinks  it  probable,  that  Avhen  complete,  the  inscription 
Avould  read  "This  is  King  Ivululf's  grave.  Pray  for  his 
soul."  Jt  may  have  b(;en  erected  to  Eadulf,  Avho,  on  the 
death  of  Alfred,  king  of  Northumberland,  in  705,  usurped 
the  throne;  and  who,  after  besieging  Berchtfred,  the  guardian 
of  tlie  young  King  Osdred  in  ]5amburgh,  was  repulsed,  put 
to  flight,  and  slain,* 

DANES. 

The  inroads  of  the  Northmen  or  Danish  sea  kings,  intro- 
duced a  new  population  into  some  ])arts  of  Britain,  and  for 
some  time  England  was  inulcr  Danish  government.  From 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighth  century  down  to  the  eleventh 
century,  the  coast  of  England  was  seldom  free  from  the 
ravages  of  these  daring  and  ruthless  pirates.  Even  to  the 
present  day  there  is  a  traditionary  horror  of  their  power  and 
cruelty  ;  and  it  has  been  common  to  attribute  to  them,  Avith- 
out  any  suificient  grounds,  the  camps  and  earth-works  of  this 

•  Archoeologia  j^Lliana,  I.,  pp.  173,  ISG. 
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district.  No  remains  of  an  undoubted  Danish  character  have 
been  found.  The  Danes  do  not  seem,  however,  to  have 
settled  in  any  considerable  numbers  in  this  county;  they 
swept  over  it  like  a  tempest  in  iitful  gusts,  and  rather 
destroyed  than  occupied  the  land.  Frequent  references  are 
made  in  history  as  to  their  settlement  in  Northumberland ; 
but  yve  must  distinguish  between  the  ancient  Saxon  kingdom 
of  North-hinnber-land  and  the  modern  county  of  that  name; 
for  while  the  former  always  included  the  counties  between 
the  Ilumber  and  the  Tweed,  and  SDmctimes  the  whole  dis- 
trict between  the  Humber  and  the  Forth,  the  modern  North- 
umberland is  limited  to  the  eastern  district  between  the  Tyne 
and  the  Tweed.  It  was  in  the  southern  part  of  tbis  kingdom, 
in  the  old  province  of  Dcira,  that  Danish  settlements  were 
made,  rather  than  in  the  northern  province  of  Bernicia.  A 
dominant  population  leaves  its  impress  on  a  country  in  the 
names  of  places ;  but  while  in  North  Northumberland,  the 
Anglo-Saxon  terminations  of  /tarn,  wicJc,  ton,  xcortli,  bottle, 
applied  to  towns  and  villages  are  common,  the  distinctive 
Danish  names  of  hy,  thorpe,  thioaite,  applied  to  tOAvns,  do 
not  occur  ;  nor  isfell  applied  to  mountains,  and  there  is  only 
one  case  of  bec/c — in  the  river  AVansl)eck.  Danish  pojuila- 
tions  were  chiefly  located  in  Lincolnshire^,  Yorkshire,  West- 
moreland, and  Cumberland.  As  we  recede  norlliward  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  the  traces  of  the  Danes  become 
fainter;  in  Lincolnshire  there  are  ~1;^  names  of  places  ending 
in  iy  and  ()3  in  tliorpc ;  in  Yorkshire  there  are  1G7  iwlnj, 
87  in  tltorpe,  and  9  in  thwaite ;  but  in  Durham  there  are 
only  7  in  hy  and  7  in  thorpe,  and  in  Northinnberland  there 
is  1  in  thorpe  and  none  in  hy*  But  while  tlieie  is  no 
evidence  of  extensive  settlements  of  Danes  in  Northumber- 
land, the  use  of  several  w^ords  of  ])anish  origin  in  the  common 
speech  of  the  district  around  Alnwick,  jn'oves  that  there  was 
a  sprinkling  of  Danes  among  the  Anglo-Saxon  population. 
I  have  strung  together  a  fcAV  sentences  in  language  used  in 
the  district,  to  show  how  mixed  our  common  speech  is  with 
the  Northmen's  dialect,  and  I  have  put  in  italics  those  of 
Danish  origin. 

Jo/msert  loivod  in  a  ema'  farm-stead  wlnich  lie  had /'m  \x\^  fore- 
elders  ;  it  was  a  poor  bit  place  covered  wi'  thack  and  liad  a  sicyan 
riggen.  The  stack-^rfw'/A  liad  a  licdgo  roond  it,  wliuth  Johnson 
had  nicely  clipped.     Ho  di-ovo  oot  bomo  dots  and  noicth  beasts, 

*  Worsaae's  Danes  in  Englanil. 
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and  then  set  to  wark  to  lift  the  muck  fra  tlie  midden  wi'  a  grape 
into  a  cart  wUticIi  had  Strang  limmers.  lie  then  set  off  to  the 
loft  and  staLle  and  put  hay  into  tlie  heck,  and  corn  into  the  cribs. 
He  went  doon  the  toon  geyt  to  the  smiddi/,  where  tlio  smith  was 
hammering  away  on  liis  studdy  wi'  his  sark  sleeves  rouled  up,  an 
speeredif  lie  minded  to  mend  the  door  ]icsp\  he  said  he  had'nt. 
Well,  said  Johnson,  ye'll  hev  to  Jlit  if  ye  dinna  mind  better;  last 
time  aw  was  here — Cum  now,  said  the  smith,  dinna  rip  up  aud 
gi-ievances;  aw'll  uphaud  that  yees  hev  the  hesp  the  morn's  night, 
and  when  aw  bring  it  to  ye,  ye'll  stand  a  nip  o'  brandy.  When 
ganging  hame,  Jolmsen  heard  the  goiok  cry  ku-ku,  and  saAV  lots 
o'  burds  picking  up  worms  wi'  their  nebs.  His  house  he  fund 
mired  up,  for  his  wife  was  but  a  sackless  stumpy  body ;  she  had 
her  gown  kilted  up  and  was  kerning  butter  ;  tlie  bairns  were  cla7)i- 
mering  ane  tlirough  other ;  yen  who  had  been  greeting  because 
her  frock  had  been  rived  wi'  a  slaw-thorn,  was  now  glowering 
at  the  reek  ganging  up  the  cliimley;  another  was  playing  with  the 
kittlin  on  her  knee.  A  bigger  yen  was  redden  another's  hair  wi'  a 
redden-cayvi,  and  crying,  wlien  slie  was  restless,  sit  still  or  aw'll 
gar  yo  !  Two  frem-folks  came  in  and  speered  their  road  ;  the  wife 
bid  them  sit  down  and  bide  a  bit.  They  said  they  had  como 
through  a  hold  for  nearness  and  wore  verry  near  nabbed  for  tres- 
I)assin,  and  so  had  to  run  for  it.  The  wife  then  gave  them  kirn- 
milk  to  slockken  theiv  drought;  but  the  wooden  bicker  was  not 
tight  and  the  milk  was  siping  out.  Tliey  pleased  the  little  bairn 
by  gieing  her  a  neif-full  of  nuts.  They  could'nt  bide  lang  as  they 
had  far  to  go,  and  it  was  lilcely  they  -would  hev  a  ynurky  night. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  period,  Avlien  much 
of  the  folc-huul  was  appropriated  to  individuals,  when  I'rec- 
ineii's  riglits  were  curtailed  and  their  condition  depressed, 
and  when  the  estates  of  thanes  or  lords  were  greatly  extended, 
the  nation  was  weakened  and  became  a  prey  to  civil  dissen- 
sion and  foreign  invasion.  The  results  were  disastrous,  and 
teach  a  Avarning  lesson  to  our  own  times.  "  Nothing  "  says 
Kemble,  "can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  iniiversal  breaking 
up  of  society  in  the  time  of  yEthelred,  had  its  source  in  the 
ruin  of  the  old  organisation  of  tlie  country.  The  successes 
of  Swegen  and  Cnut,  and  even  of  William  the  Norman,  had 
much  deeper  causes  than  the  mere  gain  or  loss  of  one  or  more 
battles.  A  nation  never  falls  till  the  citadel  of  its  moral 
being  has  been  betrayed  and  become  untenable.  Northern 
invasions  will  not  account  for  the  state  of  brigandage  which 
TT^.thelred  and  his  witan  deplore  in  so  many  of  their  laws. 
The  ruin  of  the  free  cultivators  and  the  overgrowth  of  the 
lords  are  much  more  likely  causes."* 

*  Kemble's  Saxons  in  England,  p.  307. 
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TYSON  AND  DE  VESCY  PERIOD,  FEOM  10G6  TO  1297. 

DOOilSDAY  BOOK — OISLEBEKT  TYSOX  AXD  1113  DESCENDANTS — MAL- 
COLM CAENilOliE  SLAIN — MALCOLM's  CROSS — YVO  DE  VESCY — 
EUSTACE  EITZ-JOHN — L^UfDS  GRANTED  TO  lllil — SIEGE  OE  BAM- 
BUROn  CASTLE — BATTLE  OF  THE  STANDARD — CHURCHES  AND 
ABBEYS  rOUNDED — WILLIAM  DE  VESCY — SIEGE  OF  ALNWICK 
CASTLE — WILLIAM  THE  LION  TAKEN  PRISONER — GL.\NV1LLE 
THE  CHIEF  JUSTICIAR — GIFTS  TO  THE  CHURCH — EUSTACE  DE 
■  VESCY — WAR    WITH    SCOTLAND — KING     JOHN    AT    ALNWICK — HIS 

ATTEMPT   TO    DISHONOUR    EUSTACE's   WIFE — HE   BURNS  ALN^^^CK 

WILLIAM    DE    VESCY — TESTA    DE   NEVILLE — JOHN    DE  VESCY 

CIVIL  WAR — ItlONTFORD — ALNWICK  CASTLE  BESIEGED  BY  PRINCE 
EDWARD — JOHN  DE  VESCY  IN  HOLY  LAND — WILLIAM  DE  VESCY 
ACCUSED  OF  FELONY — CLAIMS  TO  THE  UNION  OF  SCOTL.VND  — 
CHARACTER    OF   THE    DE    VESCYS — PEDIGREE, 

Tlic  Nunnan  conquest  in  A.l).  10G6  effected  a  .sudden 
cliange  in  the  condition  of  En[;land  and  in  the  distribution 
of  property.  A  nation  Avas  trothlcn  under  foot  ;  most  of  her 
nobles  Avere  shiin  or  driven  into  exik' ;  and  lier  people  Averc 
stript  of  tlu'ir  ])ossessions  and  reduced  to  poverty  or  slavery. 
Tlie  lands  Avrested  from  the  Anglo-Saxons  were  bestowed  by 
William  the  Conqueror  on  the  needy  adventurers,  who  for 
the  hope  of  plunder,  had  followed  his  standard.  One  battle 
had  the  effect  of  founding  a  new  dynasty  and  revolutionising 
property.  Though  stern,  cruel,  and  unscrupulous,  the  Nor- 
man king  Avas  a  statesman  as  Avell  as  a  Avarrior,  and  he  kncAv 
hoAv  to  kee]-)  Avhat  he  had  conquered.  For  this  purpose  he 
established  in  England  strict  feudal  laAv;  and  the  great  survey 
of  the  country,  Avliich  he  ordered,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
made  Avith  a  vicAV  to  the  full  establishment  of  that  system. 
"The  king,"  says  the  Saxon  chronicle,  "had  a  great  consul- 
tation and  spoke  very  deeply  concerning  the  land,  hoAv  it 
Avas  held  and  Avhat  were  its  tenantry.    lie  then  sent  his  men 
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over  all  England  into  every  sliirc,  and  canscd  them  to  ascer- 
tain liow  many  hnndved  hides  it  contained,  and  wluit  lands 
the  king  possessed  thereon,  what  cattle  there  were  in  the 
several  connties,  and  how  mnch  revenue  he  ought  to  receive 
yearly  from  each,  lie  also  caused  them  to  write  down  how 
nnich  land  belonged  to  his  archbishops,  to  his  hisliops,  his 
abbots,  and  his  earls.  What  ])roperty  every  iidutbitant 
possessed  in  land  or  in  castle,  and  how  mucli  money  this 
Avas  worth.  So  very  narrowly  did  he  cause  tliis  survey  to  be 
made,  that  there  Avas  not  a  single  hide  nor  a  rood  of"  land 
nor — it  is  shameful  to  relate  that  which  he  thonght  no  shame 
to  do — was  there  an  ox,  or  a  cow,  or  a  pig  passed  by,  and 
Avas  not  set  down  in  the  accounts."  This  Avas  Doomsday 
Book,  a  valuable  record  giving  information  not  only  of  the 
Norman  feudatories  and  of  tlie  extent  of  their  possessions, 
but  in  many  cases  of  the  })revious  Saxon  proprietors.  The 
survey  however,  did  not  include  the  northern  counties,  prob- 
ably on  account  of  their  Avasted  and  unsettled  condition. 
"We  do  not,  therefore,  knoAV  from  authentic  authority,  cither 
Avhat  Saxon  held  AhiAvick  prior  to  the  conquest,  or  Avhat 
Norman  Avas  its  first  lord. 

The  statement  in  tW)  chronicle  of  AhiAvick  Abbey,  that 
Yvo  de  Yescy  received  from  the  conqueror  tlie  gift  of  the  i 

barony  of  AluAvick  is  certainly  erroneous.     His  name  does  ' 

not  occur  amongst  those  avIio  came  Avith  William  from  Nor-  i 

mandy  ;  and  judging  from  the  date  of  the  decease  of  his  son- 
in-hiAV,  Eustace  Fitz-John,  in  1157 — ninety-ojie  years  after 
the  compu'.^it — it   is  e\i(lent,  that   Yvo  de  \'escy  must  have  { 

been  a  nunc  child  Avhen  that  event  took  place.  A^'e  cannot 
therefore  suppose,  that  he  Avas  in  possession  of  the  baruny 
earlier  than   1096,  thirty  years  after  the  conquest.      Who  .: 

during  this  interval  Avas  Lord  of  AluAvick?    This  can  only  be  i 

conjectured.  So  much  truth  there  may  be  in  the  legendary 
accounts  as  to  give  ]n-obability  to  the  opinion  that  Gislebert 
Tyson  Avas  the  first  Norman  lord ;  and  to  him — his  standard 
bearer,  Avho  Avas  a  great  military  officer — the  Conqncror  may 
have  given  manors  north  of  the  Tyne,  especially  as  the 
district  Avas  turbulent  and  far  from  the  seat  of  government. 
Mr.  Stapleton  suggests,  that  Ilobert  de  MoAvbray  the  first 
Norman  Earl  of  Northumberland  may  have  influenced  Tyson 
to  share  in  his  rebellion  against  the  king  in  1095,  Avhich 
ended  in  the  expulsion,  from  their  seignories,  of  many  Nor- 
man barons  Avhom  the  chroniclers  omit  to  name.*  We  knoAv 
♦  Plumpton  Corresjiondence,  p.  11. 
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that  Tyson's  vast  estates  in  Yorkshire,  Avhich  he  held  in 
caj^Ue*  ..eveiorfehed  ahout  this  period;  and  most  of  them 
wezx.  granted  to  Nigel  de  Alhini.     Some  tinre  Tf  c"  va  dT 

post^on  o'rn  J"  "^'"t  '^.^''''''  ^""^  ^"-^^^^^-^  ""the 
possession  of  IIolme-u])on-Spaldn.gmore  ;    but  the  fflorv  of 

he  family  had  passe<l  away  ;  they  lust  their  original  d1  a   tied 
mirivi: "dT^^l^f  the  humbler  position  of  J^b-fcuck"!^' 
unceiAin,.idoAlbnii.     Even   tins  result   was  not  attaiued 
without  expense;  for  Adam,  the  eldest  son  and  liei    ^f  Gi  le 
bcrt   accoun  ed  in   ll^Jl  for  his  father's  debts  and  fWu  fine 

o  plead  ior  Ins  lands,  until  tlie  son  „f  Nigel  de  AH  h  i  w  lo 
.xssnmed  the  name  of  lloger  de  Mo^^ln•ay,  was  a  kuig  l!  u 
the  Ltbcr  Nujer,  Ave  find  that  William  Tysou,  th?   son  of 

Ucsides  Adam,  Gislebert  Tyson  had  a  younger  son,  liichard 
to  whom  very  probably,  when  he  lield  the  b.uony  o   A        ?  [' 
were  granted  the  vills  of  Shilbotth.,  JIa/on    ^^^wtoI     l\  ,/ 
rmrgton  and  Broxfield,  and  the  cluuch  of  Gu^     :;i^  1  ; 

W  Ul  ?  ^'  •'  ^^''  ''^''''"^  t^  "^  ^^'^  chronicle  of  Aln- 
l.ustacelitz-Jolin  to  Alnwick  Abbey  in  1147   which  "rm, 

hrmedt]iechurehofStAVilfredofGysi'ies,thatlid;  dVys^^^ 
gave  to  the  canons  of  the  abbey  in  perj  etual  alms  with  oe 
measure  and  tw^o  ox-gangs  of  land  ii!  tlL  same  vi  C  u i  \  "t h 
Halghe  whei.  the  chnnh  is,  with  liidlei,  and  with  Morudek- 

K  d  mMnMr  ^'""*'^  1"  ""'"'•''  ^'^  t'''^  contirmation 
W       c   -n  '^'n   "Z  ^'  -Z  -"^•"-'-.     The  manors  held 

tuo  knights  fees  beiug  (Ir.  sixth  part  of  that  barunv  •  and 
hese  passed  to  his  descendants.     In  the  Lil^er  ivLv  'aV    . 

^J^/1  "'  ?h"^  ''-'  1*^^^^^^"^^  tl^-"^  "^  A.D.  11G8;  as  of 
ancient  leoflmenl,  that  is,  granted  belore  the  vear  1135      The 

4.nd  Edward  II  (18G9,)  when  llobert  de  Hilton,  who  was 
descended  from  Tyson  through  JSoiie  the  grand-dau-hte  of 
^Vl  ham,  held  the  vills  Schilbotell,  Ilaysand,  Gvsen      and 

oui teenth  ot  a  tec.    T  here  is  no  authentic  record  of  Gislebert 
having  a  son  called  William,  and  therefore  the  statement 
olten  rej^eated,  that  Alda,  the  daughter  of  this  ^^llliam,       s 


*  In  chief,  or  directly  from  tlie  kiiic 
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given  in  marriage  by  William  the  liastard  to  Yvo  de  Vescy 
in  reward  of  his  services,  must  Lc  regarded  as  a  myth. 

Prior  however  to  Mowbray's  rebellion,  Alnwiek  was  the 
scene  of  a  memorable  event.  Northumberland,  being  border 
land,  has  often  been  the  battle  field  on  which  the  prowess 
of  England  and  Scotland  was  tried.  The  Iloman  wall,  at 
an  early  period,  cut  it  off  from  England  ;  the  ancient  Saxon 
kingdom  of  North-humberland  had  undefined  limits,  some- 
times extending  into  Scotland  as  far  as  tlie  Forth ;  while  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Scots,  at  a  later  period,  had  claims  both 
over  it  and  Cumberland;  it  hence  became  debateable  ground, 
and  gave  rise  to  complications  which  treaties  could  not  un- 
loose, but  Avhicli  were  rudely  cut  through  by  the  sword. 

Malcolm  Caenmore  or  Great  Head,  who  was  king  of  Scot- 
land when  William  conquered  England,  had  married  Mar- 
garet, the  sister  of  Edgar  Atheling,  the  true  heir  to  the 
English  throne;  his  sympathies  were,  therefore,  with  the 
oppressed  Saxon  nobles,  many  of  whom  found  refuge  Avitli 
him  in  Scotland.  Five  times  did  Malcolm  enter  Northum- 
berland with  an  army  and  waste  it  ■witli  cruel  pillage.*  In 
one  of  these  raids,  in  A.D.  1070,  ui'ter  desolating  the  land 
and  destroying  the  weak  aiul  old,  he  carried  away  the  robust 
and  condemned  them  to  slavery,  in  such  numbers,  that  there 
was  scarcely  a  house  in  Scotland  but  possessed  an  English 
male  or  female  slave. f  The  king  of  ]:^ngland,  employed  at 
this  time  in  crushing  the  brave  efi'orts  of  the  noble  llercward 
in  bcdialf  of  national  freedom  in  the  i>le  of  Ely,  co\ild  not 
take  his  usual  vigorous  methods  to  check  the  Scottish  king. 
As  soon  however,  as  he  Avas  in  possession  of  Ely,  he  marched 
with  an  army  into  Scotland;  and  at  Abernethy  was  met  by 
jSIalcolm  with  an  army  of  equal  strength.  Since  the  victory 
at  Hastings,  which  gave  him  a  throne,  William  Avas  uuAvilling 
to  place  his  poAver  on  the  hazard  of  a  general  engagement. 
He  therefore,  Avas  more  ready  to  negotiate  than  to  light ;  and 
a  treaty  Avas  concluded,  by  Avhich  Malcolm  agreed  to  do 
homage  for  the  lands  he  held  in  Ihigland  ;  and  William 
agreed  to  receive  Edgar  Atheling  Avith  favour  and  to  grant 
him  an  honourable  establishment.  For  a  time  the  tide  of 
Avar  Avas  rolled  back  from  the  Borders. 

Displeased  with  the  usurpation  of  William  Rufus,  !Mal- 
colrn,  after  the  conqueror's  death,  made  another  raid  into  tlie 
county  and  carried  off  great  booty  ;  but  Avhen  Rufus  Avas 

•  Simeon  Duuel.  Hist.  p.  218.  f  Knygliton,  p.  2334. 
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prepared  to  avenge  the  wronjT,  peace  was  coiicluded  through 
the  mediation  of  llohert,  the  hrother  of  the  king  of  England 
and  Edgar  Atheling ;  it  heing  agreed  that  Malcohn  sliould 
hohl  the  same  hinds  in  Enghxnd  as  he  liehl  under  the  Con- 
queror, hut  that  he  sliouhl  do  homage  for  them  to  Hufus. 
When  Maleohn  however,  according  to  agreement  attended 
the  king  of  England's  court  at  Gloucester,  he  was  treated 
with  so  much  insolence  and  disdain  hy  the  haughty  Hufus, 
that  ho  returned  to  Scotland  hreathin**-  vengeance.  Nor  did 
he  suffer  his  resentment  long  to  sleep ;  hut  summoning  his 
men  to  arms,  he,  along  with  Edward  his  eldest  son  and  heir 
to  his  throne,  hurst  across  the  Borders  in  the  winter  of  A.D. 
1093,  and  pillaged  the  northern  parts  of  Northumherland 
and  destroyed  it  hy  fire  as  far  as  Alnwick.  But  while  he 
and  his  army  lay  on  St.  Brice's  Day,  the  13th  of  Novemher, 
in  fancied  security,  on  high  moor  ground  sloping  to  the  river 
Aln,  one  mile  nortliAvard  of  Alnwick,*  the  hour  was  drawing 
nigh  when  vengeance  would  overtake  him  on  the  scene  which 
his  ravages  had  made  desolate,  llohert  de  jMowbray  was  at 
this  time  official  earl  of  Northumherland  and  governor  of 
Bamburgh  Castle,  a.nd  on  him  devolved  the  defence  of  the 
county.  He  raised  as  many  forces  as  he  could,  and  was 
aided  hy  Morel,  a  courageous  knight,  his  steward  or  sheriff 
and  godfather  of  INIalcolm  himself.  Finding,  probably,  that 
his  little  band  could  not  cope  in  the  open  field  Avith  the  huge 
army  of  the  king  of  Scotland,  ^Nlowbray  had  recourse  to 
stratagem;   and  making  a  sudden   attack,  probably  from  an 

•  From  the  want  of  concurrence  in  ancient  chronicles,  doubts  have  been  enter- 
tained both  as  regards  the  place  where  Malcohn  fell  and  the  manner  of  his  death. 
The  Saxoa  chronicle  says  that  Robert,  earl  of  Northumherland,  with  his  men 
lay  in  wait  for  him;  that  he  was  slain  unawares  hy  !Mora'l  the  earl's  steward  and 
jMalcolm's  godfather,  and  that  his  son  Edward  was  killed  with  him:  Malmesbury, 
that  he  was  despatched  by  the  party  of  Robert,  carl  of  Northumberland,  rather 
through  stratageni  than  force :  "Wendover,  that  he  and  his  son  were  intercepted 
and  slain.  Simeon  says  he  with  liis  first-boni  were  slain  near  the  river  Aln; 
both,  according  to  Bromton,  fell  near  Alnwick  ;  and  Fordun  says  he  was  besieging 
Alnwick  Castle  when  he  was  killed  by  stratagem  and  his  son  mortally  wounded. 
Fordun's  statement  respecting  Alnwick  Castle  being  besieged  is  not  supported  by 
authority  and  is  improbable;  but  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  Malcolm  was  slain 
near  to  Alnwick,  on  the  spot  which  tradition  points  out  as  the  scene  of  this  event ; 
not  only  does  this  accord  with  the  account  by  Bromton,  but  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
historical  extracts  transmitted  by  the  prior  and  convent  of  Cailisle  to  Edward  I. : 
— "MXCIII.,  Malcolm,  king  of  the  Scots,  and  his  eldest  son  Edward  were  slain 
at  Alnewyc  by  the  soldiers  of  Robert,  earl  of  Northumberland." 
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finibiiscade,  the  Scottish  army  were  tlirown  into  confusion, 
Malcobii  Avas  shiin  hy  the  hand  of  jNlorcl,  and  Ivhvard  liis  T^ 

son  was  mortally  wounded.     The  Scottish  army  tied  ;  many  fj 

were  killed  by  the  sword,  but  more  ])erished  by  floods  in  the 
rivers,  which  were  more  swollen  than  usual  by  the  heavy 
winter  rains.  "And  tlius  it  ha])})ened "  says  the  pious 
chronicler,  ''that  the  justice  of  tlu;  judgment  of  God  was 
oi^enly  manifested;  for  where  Malcolm  had  de])rived  many 
of  life,  goods,  and  liberty,  he  there  by  the  judgment  of  God 
lost  his  life  and  property." 

Though  wounded,  Edward  must  have  been  carried  off  the 
field  by  some  of  the  soldiers  avIio  escaped,  for  he  died  three 
days  afterwards  at  Edward  Isle  in  Jedwood  Forest.  The 
Scottish  army  liaving  fled,  and  INIoM'hray's  soldiers  having 
gone  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the  body  of  jNIalcolm  lay 
neglected  on  the  spot  where  he  died.  None  of  the  thou- 
sands, whom  he  had  governed,  was  there  to  give  his  corpse 
honourable  sepulture;  but  two  natives  of  tlie  district  placed 
it  on  a  cart  and  conveyed  it   to  Tynemouth,  where  it  was  ■ 

interred.*  After  resting  there  about  tliirty  years,  the  body  was 
removed  by  Alexander,  the  son  of  Malcolm,  and  re-interred 
at  Dunfermline  before  the  rude  altar  in  the  nave  of  the 
church ;  and  there  too,  rest  the  remains  of  his  two  sons 
Edward  and  Etlielred,  and  of  his  sainted  wife  IMargaret.f 
AVhen  this  good  queen  heard  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
she  Avas  suddiMily  seized  with  great  inhrmity  and  borne  do\\n 
Avith  grief;  aftin-  an  ilhiess  of  tlu'ee  days,  "she  Avas  released" 
says  Simeon, 'Mrom  carnal  cliains  and  (ranslatid,  as  is  be- 
lieved, to  the  joy  of  eternal  safety." 

The  chronicle  of  AhiAvick  A})bey  gives  the  following 
account  of  this  disaster.  "  Eustace  de  Vescy  gave  to  the 
Abbey  of  Ahnvick  a  certain  country  portion,  AA-hich  is  called 
Quarelflatjfor  tliatland  u])on  which  he  founded  the  Chap(-1  of 
Saint  Leonard  for  tlie  soul  of  Malcolm,  king  of  Scotland,  and 
of  his  Avife  Saint  INIargaret,  queen  of  the  Scots;  Avho  in  tlie 
same  place  Avas  slain  Avith  his  eldest  son  EdAvard  in  tlie  year 
of  our  Lord  1093,  to  Avit,  in  the  7th  year  of  King  AVilliani 
Rufus,   son   of   the    ]3astard.     .     .     .     Malcolm   Avas   there 

*   Simeon,  p.  219  ;  Brointon,  p.  VOO. 

t  Fordun,  Book  V.,  chap.  25.  In  "Notices  of  tlie  Burial  of  King  Malcolm 
III.  in  the  monastery  of  Tynemouth  and  subsequent  History  of  his  lleinains," 
by  J.  Stuart,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  Scot.,  the  subject  is  fully  examined  and  much  inter- 
esting information  given  ;  Proceedings  of  Soc.  of  Antiq.  of  Scot. 
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mortally  wounded  near  a  certain  .s]n'in^,  leaving  liis  own 
name  to  that  si)rin<»-  even  for  ever.  Ilenee  that  sj)rino-  is 
called  in  the  native  Englisli  t(jn<^ue,  Malcolniswell.  This 
King  Malcolm  Avas  wounded  hy  llamund,  then  constahle  of 
the  said  Eustace  de  Vescy,  Avith  a  certain  lance,  on  the  point 
of  which  he  had  placed  the  keys  of  the  castle  of  Alin\ick  for 
a  pledge,  as  if  placing  the  casth,"  with  all  its  inhahitants  in 
subjection  to  jVfaleolm,  king  of  Scotland.  Tliis  deed  heing 
done,  Ilaniund  returned  with  a  quick  stc]),  sound,  unluirt, 
and  whole,  passing  over  a  ford  of  water  immensely  great, 
and  then  by  the  divine  will  overtlowing  above  measure, 
and  leaving  his  own  name  to  this  ford ;  whence  the  ford 
where  he  ])assed  over  is  called,  in  the  native  English  tongue, 
Hamuiul's  Ford  from  that  day  and  thenceforward."  This 
story  however,  is  but  a  clumsy  monkish  legend,  written  long 
after  ]\[alcolm's  death ;  it  does  not  accord  with  the  accounts 
in  the  earlier  chronicles  ;  and  in  one  point  at  least,  it  is 
directly  opposed  to  known  historic  fact.  No  constable  of 
Eustace  de  Vescy  could  have  slain  Malcolm,  for  Eustace  was 
not  in  possession  of  the  barony  of  Alnwick  till  A.D.  1185, 
ninety-two  years  after  jMalcolm's  death.* 

A  cross  stood,  from  an  early  period,  on  tlie  spot  which 
tradition  pointed  out  as  tliat  where  jNIalcolm  Avas  slain. 
Two  fragments  of  this  still  remain,  part  of  the  base  and 
the  upper  limb  of  the  cross  ;  they  are  of  rude  worknuiuship  ; 
but  in  1774,  Elizabeth,  duchess  of  Nortlumiberland,  a  de- 
scendant of  ?>ralcolm,  r(>])laced  this  with  anotlicr,  ornanumted 
in  the  feeble  style  of  the  period,  having  tlie  following  in- 
scriptions on  the  wi^st  and  east  sides  of  the  pedestal  : — 


MALCOLM    III., 

KING    OF    SCOTLAND, 

BESIEGING 

ALNWICK    CASTLE, 

WAS     HERE      SLAIN, 

NOV.    Xlir.,    AN.    MXCIII. 


K.  Malcolm's  cuo.ss, 

DECAYED      BY     TIME, 
WAS    KESTOllED    BY 

HIS  DESCENDANT, 

ELIZ  :     DUCHESS     OF 

N  0 11 T II U  > I  B  E  K  L  A  N  D . 

MDCCLXXIY. 


•  Forduii's  account  is  similar  to  that  in  this  cluoiiicle,  and  has  evidently  been 
concocted  out  of  monkish  legends;  he  is  the  only  ancient  historian  who  men- 
tions Alnwick  Castle,  According  to  him,  the  garrison  having  no  hope  of  relief, 
one  of  them,  more  skilful,  brave,  and  daring  than  the  others,  undertook  to  free 
his  companions  or  to  die  in  the  attempt,  lie  cautiously  approached  the  king's 
army,  and  in  a  pleasant  manner  enquired  for  the  king,  saying  that  he  had 
come  to  deliver  up  to  him  the  castle,  and  as  proof  of  his  intention  pointed  to  the 
keys  of  the  castle  attached  to  the  end  of  liis  spear.     Malcolm  having  heard  this, 

H 
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FIG.  lO 


On  the  south  face  is  the  lion  of  Scothmd  on  a  shii.-kl, 
with  Scottish   thistles  in  tlie  c.niiers  of  the  panel ;  and  on 

the  north  face  the 
Scottish  thistle  is  sur- 
mounted hy  a  crown ; 
hoth  design  and  work- 
manship arc  poo  r. 
This  cross  stands  in  a 
plantation  close  to  the 
great  north  road  one 
mile  northward  of 
Alnwick,  and  the  frag- 
ments of  the  old  cross 
are  near  to  it  in  the 
same  Avood. 

Malcolm  was  a 
heroic  character,  and 
he  has  been  invested 
with  imaginary  vir- 
tues. Without  suffi- 
cient reason,  to  him 
have  l>ecn  attributed 
the  introduction,  iiot 
only  of  feudal  law,  but 
also  of  representative 
government  into  Scot- 
MALCOLM'S    CROSS.  hiiul.      The   Gaels  de- 

REMAINS  Ol'  Tilt;  0L1>  CllOiS  IN  TUK  UACKGIIOUND,   SCribc    lliui    US    liaAiu""    il 

handsome  person  and 
cheerful  mind.  He  uiuloubtedly  displayed  great  vigour ; 
and  under  trying  circumstances  maintained  the  indepen- 
dence of  his  kingdom  against  the  Norman  power.  Like  his 
co-temporaries,  he  Avas  cruel ;  but  the  influence  of  his  Avife, 
the  sainted  INIargarct,  in  some  degree  softened  his  character. 

T\^0  DE  VESCY. 

Yvo  de  Vescy  is  the  first  Norman  baron  of  AluAvick  of 
Avhom  Ave  have  certain  information  ;  and  yot  of  him  not  much 
is  knoAvn  ;  for  avc  have  no  record  of  his  birth,  marriage,  time 

and  apprehending  no  deceit,  incautiously  sprung  from  his  tent,  and  unarmed  met 
the  soldier,  who,  treacherously  taking  advantage  of  the  defenceless  king,  pierced 
him  through,  and  immediately  fleeing  to  the  shelter  of  a  wood  escaped  from  the 
Scottish  army.     Fordun,  Book  IV.,  chap.  25. 
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of  obtaining  the  barony,  nor  of  bis  death.  He  became  the 
baron  of  Alnwick  i)robably  a  little  after  A.D.  109G;  but  the 
original  charter  is  not  in  existence,  lie  died  prior  to  A.D. 
1135,  as  in  that  year  his  successor  was  in  ])os.session  of  the 
barony.  His  name  first  occurs  in  a  charter  granted  tu  his 
grandson  by  Henry  II.,Avho  reigned  from  A.D.  1154  to  A.D. 
1189.  To  William  de  Vesci,  by  this  charter,  the  king  con- 
firms in  fee  and  heirship,  all  the  lands  and  tenures  of  Eustace 
Fitz-John  his  father,  Avith  all  ap])urtenances  of  the  same, 
^vhicb  he  held  in  chief  of  the  king  or  howsoever  held,  to  wit 
of  his  demc>sne  fee,  to  hold  of  the  king  in  chief,  the  castle  of 
Alnewyk  and  the  whole  honour,  which  belonged  to  Ico  de 
Vesci  Ills  (jrandfather  with  all  their  appurtenances.  The 
barony  of  Malton  was  never  held  by  Yvo. 

The  Vcscy  family  came  into  England  Avith  "William  the 
Conqueror;  and  the  name  llob(>rt  de  Vesci  a])pears  in  Dooms- 
day Ijook  as  holding  manors  in  Xorthamjttonsliire,  Warwick- 
shire, Lincolnshire,  Leicestershire.  To  this  family  belonged 
Vassy,  a  commune  in  tlie  department  of  Cahados  in  Nor- 
mandy, from  which  it  took  the  name. 

Yvo  de  A^'escy  never  rose  to  distinction  ;  his  name  ajipears 
not  in  history,  and  of  his  virtues  and  vices  we  are  ignorant. 
With  him,  however,  probably  began  the  building  of  a  great 
baronial  stronghold,  for  in  the  charter  referred  to,  he  is  named 
in  connection  Avith  Alnwick  Castle.  He  died  about  the  year 
A.D.  1134,  leaving  an  only  daughter  IJoatrix,  but  no  male 
issue. 

EUSTACE  ITTZ-JOIIN. 

Eustace  Fitz-John  obtained  the  barony  of  Alnwick,  by 
marrying  Beatrix  the  heiress  of  Yvo  de  Vescy,  and  Avas  in 
possession  of  it  in  1135.  His  descent  as-given' by  heraldists 
is  confused  and  contradictory ;  he  is  said  to  have  been  the 
son  of  John  de  Burgh,  and  nephew  of  Serlo  de  Burgh,  lord 
of  Knaresborough,  Avho  dying  Avithout  issue,  Avas  succeeded 
in  his  possessions  by  his  brother  John,  called  iSlonoculus, 
because  he  had  but  one  eye.  All  this,  however,  is  more  than 
doubtful ;  for  Eustace  held  Knaresborough  not  in  lieirshij), 
but  as  a  farmer  nnder  the  croAvn. 

Eustace  Fitz-John  Avas  an  able  man,  and  played  a  dis- 
tinguished, if  not  always  an  honourable  part  in  public  affairs. 
Aildred  says  of  him,  "  He  Avas  one  of  the  chief  jjcers  in  Eng- 
Land,  and  intimately  acquainted  Avith  King  Henry  L,  and 
of  great  Avisdom  and  of  singular  judgment  in  counsels."     He 
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seems,  howevci-,  to  have  had  a  careful  regard  to  his  own 
aggrandisement,  for  his  possessions  became  hirgely  increased 
by  marriage  and  royal  grants.  Henry  1.  gave  liim  by  charter, 
"  the  hmd  Arcliaristan  which  I  have  in  ray  demesne  in 
Eaenburc,*  to  wit  tlie  h\nd  of  Sj)il('ston,t  and  the  mill  of 
Ayariiet,^:  which  render  to  me  yearly  sixty  shillings.  And 
the  land  of  ])olla§  with  (appurtenances)  which  was  wont  to 
render  me  yearly  forty  shillings."  Henry,  son  of  the  king 
of  Scotland,  granted  him  by  charters  tlie  lands  of  Bertun  and 
Pottun,  Pathestun,  Struechea,  and  also  the  fee  and  service  of 
liobert  de  iNhnitut  of  five  knights'  fees;  and  also  the  fee  of 
Toteliam  and  other  lands.  He  held  fees  too  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York  and  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham.  From  the 
confirmatory  charter  granted  by  Henry  11.  to  William  de 
Vescy,  grandson  of  Eustace  Fitz-John,  we  learn,  that  Henry  I. 
gave  to  this  Eustace  the  whole  fee  of  Iladulph  Gaugi,  to  wit, 
Elingeham,  and  I)ocheseflbdam,||  and  Osberwyc,^  and  Hac- 
ton,  and  Netferton,  and  also  many  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Durham  and  Yorkshire,  among  which  was  the  barony  of 
Malton.  So  high  did  he  stand  in  the  favour  of  his  sovereign, 
that  he  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Northumberland,  and  in  liis 
official  capacity,  governor  of  l^ambnrgh  Castle.  His  vast 
possessions  and  official  position  gave  him  the  command  of 
extensive  militarv  resources  ;  and  he  had  both  the  meaiis 
and  inclination  to  inflnence  public  nKJvements. 

Eustace  mn:5t,  however,  have  been  learned  as  well  as  brave, 
and  much  in  ail\ance  of  tht;  rude,  illiterate  barons  of  the 
period.  We  fiiul  ]iim  an  itinerant  justice  of  the  northern 
counties  in  llt^l),  associated  with  "Walter  de  Es])ec,  one  of 
the  noblest  men  of  the  age.  In  the  earliest  Pijjc  llolls 
preserved,  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  his  name  repeatedly 
ap])ears. 

"Hugh,  the  son  of  Odo,  rendered  an  account  of  twenty 
shillings  for  the  pleas  of  AV.  Espec  and  Eustace  Fitz-John, 
and  for  livery  of  AValter  Espec  and  pAistace  Fitz-John, 
twelve  shillings  and  sixpence.  In  pardon  by  Avrit  of  the 
king,  Eustace  Fitz-John  seventy-tAVO  shillings.'  Six  pounds 
are  diu;  by  the  shiniif,  and  this  remains  on  the  land  of 
Eustace  Fitz-John."  He  had  the  wardship  of  I]lid;i,  a  place 
in  Nottinghamshire,  and  tor  this  he  renders  an  account  of 
£22  Us.  lOd. 

*   Bamburgli.  f   Spindlestoii.  t  Warn.  §    Budle. 

11  Doxfoul.  ^   Elwick. 
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For  some  time  after  the  accession  of  Ste])hen  as  kiii<^  of 
England  in  1Lj5,  Eustace  did  not  enjoy  the  favour  of  liis 
sovereign.  Though  no  defined  principle  of  succession  to  the 
throne  had  been  established,  many  of  the  barons  regarded 
Ste]")hen  as  a  usurper;  and  it  Avould  seem,  that  Eustace  ])ar- 
ticipating  in  this  feeling,  secretly  favoured  the  cause  of  the 
Empress  Maud*  lie  was  therefore  viewed  with  suspicion; 
and  the  governorship  of  Ixunburgh  Castle — then  the  most 
important  northern  stronghold — was  taken  from  him,  Jle 
had,  however,  raised  or  completed  strongholds  of  his  own. 
Alnwick  Castle  is  described  at  tliis  pcrif)d  as  "most  strongly 
fortified  ;"  and  he  had  erected  Malton  Castle  in  the  midst  of 
his  Yorkshire  laiuls.  At  lengtli  he  openly  joined  the  enemies 
of  King  Stephen,  and  lent  his  aid,  with  all  tlie  forces  he 
could  assemble,  to  David  king  of  the  Scots,  who,  in  the 
autumn  of  A.D.  1138,  made  a  hostile  expedition  into  Eng- 
land. AluAvick  Castle  was  given  up  to  the  king  of  the  Scots. 
The  Tinited  forces  marched  to  IJamburgh  Casth;,  Avhich  they 
were  not  al)le  to  take;  but  the  young  men  of  the  ])lace  rashly 
going  before  a  rampart  which  Avas  in  front  of  the  castle,  so 
tormented  the  Scots  with  derisive  shouts,  that  aroused  by 
such  insulting  conduct,  they  fiercely  attacked  and  broke 
down  the  wall,  and  rushing  within,  slew  a  hundred  of  these 
foolish  youths.  Unable  to  take  the  castle  itself,  the  Scottish 
army,  after  destroying  all  the  corn  in  the  neighbourhood, 
marched  ouAvard  towards  Yorkshire,  leaving  behind  them  a 
trackway  of  dcsohttion  and  blood.  Eustace  Eit/.-,lohn  pur- 
posed delivering  up  Malton  Castle  to  King  David;  but  the 
progress  of  the  army  was  arrested  at  Northallerton,  where 
the  famous  battle  of  the  Standard  Avas  fought,  of  Avhich  some 
account  nuist  be  given,  as  a  Vescy  and  a  Percy  fought  on  one 
side  and  a  Percy  on  the  other. f  The  Scottish  army  numbered 
26,000  men,  and  avus  comjiosed  of  Scots,  Picts,  CialloAvaymen, 
and  Northumbrians.  To  resist  this  formidable  array,  the 
aged  but  vigorous  minded  Arclibishop  Thurstan  and  Walter 
de  Espec  the  sheriff  had  summoned  to  the  field,  a  snuiU  but 
determined  body  of  brave  Avarriors,  ccmsisting  chieily  of  the 
nobles  and  principal  men  of  the  province  of  York.  In  a 
Avide  field  near  Allerton,  they  assembled  around  a  remark- 
able staiulard,  (from  Avhich  the  battle  took  its  name,)  formed 
of  the  mast  of  a  ship  erected  on  the  beam  of  a  chariot ;  on  its 

•    Hist.  Kic.  Hug.,  (Twisden,)  p.  319. 
•}•   Alan  du  I'eicy  le  Mtscliia  Ibuglit  on  the  side  of  llie  Scots. 
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top  a  large  cross  was  displayed,  having  in  its  centre  the  con-  f 

secrated  host;  and  floating  beneath  were  the  banners  of  St.  i 

Peter  and  St.  John  of  Beverly,  and  of  St.  Wilfrid  of  Ripon.  1 

William  de  Percy,  Robert  de  lirus,  and  Bernard   d(-  Baliol,  ! 

an  experienced  soldier,  were  Avith  tlie  English  army  ;  and 

the  two  last,  who  held  lands  in  Scotland  as  well  in  England,  | 

endeavouied  to  induce  David  to  discontinue  these  inroads  ;  ' 

but  the  Scottish  king  refusing,  they  absolved  themselves  from 

their  homage  to  him.  \'- 

_  Three  days  were  spent  by  the  little  ]']nglish  army  in  reli- 
gious exercises,  and  to  fortify  their  minds,  absolu'tion  and 
benediction  were  given  by  the  archbishop.  Walter  de  Espcc, 
the  sheriff,  a  man  of  a  noble  form,  venerable  froTu  his  age, 
distinguished  by  the  acuteness  of  his  genius,  by  his  wisdom, 
piety,  and  fidelity  to  the  king,  ascended  the  machine  on 
which  the  standard  Avas  iixed,  and  delivered  an  oration,  Avith 
a  voice  like  a  trum]>et,  calculated  to  rouse  to  the  highest 
pitch  the  valour  of  the  army,      llis  drsciiption  of  the  appal-  )  f 

ling  atrocities  committed  by  the  Scottish  army,  presents  a  Jl 

fearful  picture  of  the  barbarism  of  the   period,  and  of  the  ,'■.: 

miserable  and  Avasted  condition  of  th(!  border  land.    "  Remem-  /  ! 

ber,"  says  he,  "  Avhat  they  did  in  the  parts  beyond  the  Tyne,  ^ 

(that  is  in  Northumberland,)  nor  hope  gentler  things  if  the  |;| 

Scots  conquer.  I  say  nothing  of  the  slaughters,  rapines, 
and  burnings,  Avhich  are  exercised  in  a  certain  humane  man- 
ner by  enemies — I  speak  of  such  tilings  as  fiction  never  in- 
vented nor  history  narrated  as  (h)ne  by  the  cruellest  tyrants. 
They  s])ared  no  age,  no  rank,  no  sex  ;  nobles  as  AV(dl  as  boys 
and  girls  Avere  led  into  captivity.  Chaste-  Avives  Avere  defiled 
by  the  most  incredible  lust;  children  tossed  in  the  air  and 
ui)on  the  ])oints  of  the  lances  afforded  a  delightful  spectach; 
to  the  GalloAvaymen  ;  pregnant  Avomcn  Avere  rip])ed  up  and 
the  immature  infants  Avitli  impious  hands  dashed  against 
stones;  entering  a  house,  Avhere  many  young  ])er.sons  Avere 
assembled,  a  Gallowayman  seized  one  after  anutlier  by  the 
feet,  dashed  their  heads  against  a  post,  and  piling  up  the 
dead  and  mangled  bodies,  laughingly  exclaimed— *  behold 
hoAv  many  Gnuls  I  ahme  have  killed  this  day.'  Horrible  to 
relate,  they  entered  the  temple  of  God,  polluted  his  sanctu- 
ary, and  trampled  under  foot  the  sacraments  of  salvation."* 
More  deeds  of  atrocity  Avere  laid  to  their  charge,  but  Ave  may 
hope  for  the  honour  of  human  nature,  that  the  picture  is  too 

*  Aildred,  p.   340. 
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deeply  shaded  by  the  ovalor.  After  this  appeal,  Espec  gave 
his  right  hand  to  one  of  tlie  leaders  and  said,  "  I  give  my 
faith  either  to  conquer  the  .Scots  this  day  or  be  slain  by 
them."  All  the  nobles  took  a  similar  vow  ;  and  that  there 
might  be  no  hope  of  flight,  their  horses  were  removed  to  a 
distance ;  and  they  advanced  on  foot  determined  to  conquer 
or  die. 

Com])osed  of  discordant  materials,  the  different  races  of  the 
Scottisli  army  were  jealous  of  each  other.  The  king  wished 
the  onset  to  bo  made  with  his  men  of  arms,  but  the  Gallo- 
waymen  claimed  the  right  to  form  the  first  rank;  and  fearing 
sedition,  the  king  yielded  to  their  demand,  although  from 
being  almost  naked  and  unarmed,  they  Avere  not  tit  to  combat 
with  the  i'lnglish  men  of  arms,  Avho  were  protected  by  invul- 
nerable triangular  breast-plates.  The  arrangement  Avas  fatal 
to  the  Scots ;  for  these  unarmed  men  Avere  pierced  by  the 
English  arroAvs ;  and  before  the  lapse  of  two  hours,  they 
Averc  driven  back  Avith  great  slaughter,  involving  the  Avhole 
army  in  confusion,  in  flight,  and  in  ruin.  Eustace  Fitz-John 
fought  in  tlie  second  rank,  Avhich  Avas  led  by  Prince  Jlenry, 
son  of  the  Scottish  king.  The  king  and  his  band  of  knights 
attempted  to  stand,  but  they  too  Avere  compelled  to  flee. 
Eleven  thousand  of  the  Scots  are  said  to  have  fallen  on  the 
field ;  and  though  the  little  English  army  did  not  pursue  the 
routed  enemy,  many  more  of  the  Scots  losing  their  Avay  Avere 
slain  by  the  country  peo])le,  in  revenge  of  the  atrocities  they 
had  piMpi'trated.  The  king  and  his  son  escaped  Avith  dith- 
culty,  and  arriving  three  days  afterwards  at  Carlisle,  they 
lost  no  time  in  collecting  the  remains  of  their  shattered  army, 
and  soon  afterwards  laid  siege  to  Wark  Castle.  Eustace 
Fitz-John  Avas  AA'ounded,  and  barely  escaped  Avith  his  life  to 
his  castle.*  Peace,  however,  Avas  conchuh^d  betAveen  the  tAvo 
countries,  chiefly  through  the  influence  of  the  legate  of  the 
pope,  and  the  queen  of  England.  In  consequence  of  this 
treaty,  Henry,  the  son  of  David,  received  the  earldom  of 
Northumberland,  excepting  the  tOAvns  of  Bambnrgh  and 
NcAvcastle;  and  for  several  years  afterAvards  this  county  Avas 
nnder  the  dominion  of  a  Scottish  prince. f 

Amid  the"  desolation  these  dark  scenes  present,  one  green 
spot  appears,  Alberic,  bishop  of  Ostia,  the  legate  of  the  ]iope, 
endeavoured  not  only   to  promote  peace,  but  to  mitigate  the 

•   Florence's  Chronicle,  p.  26  K 
t   Aildred,  p.  338  to  S16.     Hist.  Jolin  Hag.,  2G0  to  262. 
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horrors  of  war.  He  urged  tlie  Scots— ^v]lo,  althouo-h  k-d  by 
a  king  distinguislied  for  buikliiig  and  endowing  cliurches', 
abbeys,  and  nunneries,  and  even  for  fostering  commerce,  vet 
acted  more  like  demons  than  men — to  wage  war  with  frea'ter 
liumanity  ;  and  lie  prevailed  on  them  to  set  free  the  women 
whom  they  had  recently  taken  ca])tive,-  through  his  per- 
suasions, tlie  whole  Scottish  army  engaged  tluU  in  future 
tliey  would  abstain  from  violating  cliurches,  and  would  siiare 
women  and  children. 

In  these  changing  times,  when  tlie  feeling  of  loyalty  luid 
scarcely  an  existence,  Eustace  Avas  ere  long  reconcired  to 
King  Stephen;  for  we  find  him  in  tlie  5th  year  of  Steidien's 
reign  holding,  in  favour  of  the  king,  the  Uvo  great  lord.shii)s 
of  Burgh  and  Knaresbordugh.  He  was  slain  when  with  an 
expedition  into  Wales,  in  the  year  1157,  the  3rd  of  tlie  rei-m 
ot  Henry  II.  " 

His  charitable  acts  took  the  direction  of  the  spirit  of  the 
age.  Fierce  men  accustomed  to  slaughter  and  oppression, 
and  unscrupulous  in  their  aggressions  on  the  property  of 
others,  trusted  to  the  rites  of  tlic  church  for  the  absolu'tioii 
of  their  oftences  against  law  and  morality  ;  it  Avas  the  aoe  of 
ecclesiastical  endowments ;  and  hence  churches,  abbeys,''and 
nunneries  were  built  and  richly  endowed  to  atone  fur  trans- 
gressions, and  procure  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  for  the 
safety  of  their  souls.  Besides  granting  money  and  lands  to 
the  monks  of  St.  Peter's  of  Gloucester,  to  the  churches  of 
Flamborough,  of  Laton,  and  of  Scallcby,  and  to  the  canons 
of  Bridlington,  Eustace  founded  tlic  monasteries  of  Walton 
and  IMalton,  and  also  of  Ahiwick,  and  amply  endowed  them 
with  land  and  revenues.* 

He  married  twice:  Beatrix,  the  heiress  of  Alnwick,  is 
stated  to  have  died  in  childbirth  of  William,  who  succeeded 
to  her  inheritance.  Eustace's  other  wife,  Agnes,  daughter 
of  the  constable  of  Chester,  mentions  her  sons  Ilichard  and 
Geffrey.  From  Ilichard  the  Lai-ys  and  ClavcriiK'-s  traced 
their  descent.  '  ° 

WILLIAM  (FITZ-JOHN  OE)  DE  YESCY. 

William,  the  eldest  son  of  Eustace  and  Beatrix,  inherited 
the  barony  of  Alnwick  and  other  extensive  possessions  left 
by  his  father ;  and  as  the  larger  portion  came  through  his 

♦  Dugdale  Bar.,  Vol,  1.,  p.  01. 
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mother,  he  assumed  the  name  of  Do  Vescy.  A  charter  was 
granted  hy  Henry  II.,  confirming  to  him  in  fee  and  heirship 
all  the  lands  and  tenures  held  hy  his  father.  His  estates 
were  very  large,  for  he  held  no  less  than  twenty  knights' 
fees,  and  for  these  he,  in  12th  Henry  II.,  paid  £17  13s.  Od.  as 
an  aid  for  marrying  the  king's  daughter.  In  ISth  Henry  II. 
he  paid  £2-1  Gs.  8d.  for  scutage*  of  Ireland,  as  ho  neither  went 
in  person  nor  sent  soldiers  to  that  war.  Though  neither 
evincing  the  ahility  nor  ]K)Ssessing  the  influence  of  his  father, 
he  for  twelve  years  held  the  important  office  of  sheriff  of 
Northumberland;  and  from  4th  Henry  II.  to  15th  Henry  II. 
he  accounted  yearly  in  the  great  pipe  rolls  foi-  the  farm  of 
the  county.  In  A.D.  1165  ho  accounts  for  forty  marks, 
de  propria  dono ;  in  A.D.  1166  for  lands  wliich  he  hold  in 
Baemburc,  (Bamhurgh,)  tAventy-four  shillings;  and  Reginald 
his  steward  accounts  for  £4  8s.  4d.  He  ceased  to  be  sheriff 
in  A.D.  1170, 

Northumberland  remained  for  some  time  under  Scottish 
power;  and  the  services  Avhich  King  David  had  rendered  to 
Henry  Plantagenet,  the  son  of  jNlaud,  laid  upon  him  an 
obligation  to  view  favourably  the  claims  of  the  Scottish 
princes  to  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Northumberland. 
Accordingly,  when  Henry  was  knighted  by  the  old  King 
David,  he  swore,  that  on  becoming  king  of  England,  he 
Avould  confirm  to  David  and  his  hi-irs  the  lands  held  by  them 
in  England;  but  as  soon  as  ho  was  firmly  seated  on  the 
throne,  disregarding  liis  oath,  and  considoring  these  counties 
too  valuable  to  be  hehl  by  ;'■  foreign  power,  he  in  A.D.  1154 
denumded  their  restitution.  The  brave  old  King  David  and 
his  promising  son  Henry  were  then  dead;  and  the  Scottish 
throne  was  filled  by  a  feeble  minor,  iNIalcolm,  the  grandson 
of  David;  the  demand  therefore  could  not  be  resisted;  and 
Northumberhmd  again,  without  a  struggle,  came  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Norman  kings.  Malcolm  himself,  during  his 
short  reign  of  twelve  years,  was  uruler  the  influence  of  his 
potent  neighbour,  and  peaceably  ac(iuiesced  in  the  alienation 
of  Cundierland  and  Northumberland;  but  his  people  were 
not  so  quiescent;  angry  murmurs  rose  against  their  sovereign 
for  his  pusillanimous  conduct,  and  the  border  warriors  made 
frequent  inroads;  wasting  and  greatly  injuring  the  district. 

*  Trom.  Sciitagiui?t,  or  Servithnii  Scuti,  (Latin,)  tlie  service  of  the  sliielil ;  in 
Norman- Frencli,  Escuage.  Tliis  was  a  fine  in  money  paid  by  a  military  tenant 
in  lieu  of  his  peisonal  service. 

I 


58  HISTORY    OF    ALNWICK. 

Truces  were  made  hut  ill  kept,  and  the  borders  were  in  a 
state  of  constant  turmoil  and  warfare 

"NVilliani  the  Lion,  Avho  succeeded  to  the  Scottisli  throne 
in  A.D.  11G5,  was  hrave,  and  felt  hmnhled  by  the  loss  of  his  i\ 

Northund)i'rland  and  Cuniherland  inheritance.  He  visited 
the  king  of  J'aiyland  in  Brlttanj^  to  urge  his  claims  for  its 
restoration;  and  Henry  II.  being  then  at  Avar  Avith  his 
rebellious  vassals  on  the  continent,  soothed  him  Avith  fair 
])romises  to  end  all  disjnites,  as  soon  as  he  had  leisure. 
Seven  years  elapsed,  but  William  fourul  no  redress. 

Though  a  kind  and  indulgent  father,  Henry's  sons  rebelled 
against  him  ;  and  his  eldest  son,  the  head  of  the  conspiracvj 
induced  the  king  of  Scotland  to  aid  him  in  his  unnatural 
attempt,  by  ])romi8ing  to  restore  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land and  Cuml)erland  to  the  Scottish  kiiig.  Accordingly 
AVilliam  entered  Northumberland  Avitli  a  large  army,  com- 
posed partly  of  Scots  and  Flemings,  but  Avith  a  multitude  of 
GalloAvaymen,  Avho  AAX're  almost  nakt'd,  but  fleet  and  remark- 
ably bold,  and  armed  Avith  small  knives  at  their  left  sides 
and  javelins  in  their  hands,  Avhich  they  could  throw  at  a 
great  distaiice.*  Wark  Avas  iirst  besieged,  but  misuccessfully, 
being  stoutly  defended  by  Kogi'r  de  Estuteville.  Then, 
says  the  chronicler,  Fantosme,  Avho  Avas  eye-Avitness  of 
many  of  the  scenes  he  describes,  the  great  host  of  All)any 
Avcnt  to  AlnAA'ick  Castle,  Avhich  Avas  under  the  comnumd 
of  William  de  Yescy,  the  illegitimate  son  of  the  baron  of 
AluAvick.  ^V  illiam  de  A'esi  y  pro^•t'd  himself  a  valorous 
knight,  and  "  nnich  A^•as  the  father  joyous  in  heart  to  have 
such  a  son."  I'ailing  in  their  attempt  on  Alnwick,  the 
Scottish  army  destroyed  the  land  next  to  the  sea;  and 
"coming  to  WarkAvorth  did  not  deign  to  stop  there,  for  weak 
Avas  the  castle,  the  Avail,  and  the  trencli."  After  a  vain 
attempt  to  take  NcAvcastle  and  Carlisle,  they  marched  ouAvartl 
to  Yorkshire,  the  Avarlike  and  turbulent  Insho])  Pudsey 
alloAving  them  to  ])ass  unmolested ;  but  an  English  army 
advancing  to  repel  the  invasion,  the  king  of  Scotland  retired 
to  his  OAvn  country.  The  teachings  of  the  good  and  humane 
legate  had  been  cast  into  stony  ground  ;  for  the  Scots,  both 
in  their  advance  and  retreat,  ravaged  and  destroyed,  and 
committed  great  atrocities.  BerAviclc  Avas  burnt  by  them. 
The  chronicler  says  : — 


*   Ra.  de  Diceto,  (Twisden,)  p.  .075. 
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"  He  rides  in  the  land  destroyed  and  wasted, 
That  is  Northumlierland,  which  was  already  renowned  ; 
Prom  here  to  the  passes  ol"  Spain,  there  was  not  such  a  country, 
Nor  more  faithful,  nor  people  more  honoured  ; 
Now  it  is  in  famine,  becomes  annihilated 
If  by  tlie  king  of  England  aid  is  not  given." 

Enibarvassocl,  however,  by  an  army  of  Flemin^^s,  who  liad 
landed  in  Suflblk,  the  king  of  Enghmd  coukl  not  avenge  this 
inroad,  bnt  ccnichided  a  truce  with  tlio  Scots. 

Thon;.;h  foiled  in  their  lirst  attempt,  the  unnatural  sons  of 
Henry  IT.  of  England,  resolved  to  make  another,  to  dethrone 
their  father ;  and  in  their  sui)i)ort,  William  tlie  Eion  again 
crossed  the  border  in  the  beginning  of  April,  A.D.  1174,  with 
a  huge  army  composed  of  Flennsli  mercenaries  as  well  as  Scot- 
tish soldiers,  estimated  to  be  80,000  strong.  "W'ark  was  ao-ain 
assaulted,  but  though  more  vigorously  than  before,  yet  still 
without  success.  Tart  of  the  army  was  dc^spatched  at  night 
to  IJamburgh  Castle,  and  surprised  some  poor  people  asleep 
in  their  beds.  The  chronicle  gives  a  sad  picture  of  the 
morning's  march. 

"  The  town  of  Belford  was  first  attacked, 
Over  all  the  country  they  scattered  themselves  ; 
Some  run  to  towns  to  commit  their  folly, 
Some  go  to  take  sheep  in  their  Ihlds, 
Some  go  to  burn  towns,  I  cannot  tell  you  more; 
Never  will  such  great  destruction  be  heard  spoken  of. 
Then  might  you  see  peasants  and  Flemiiigs  who  tie  them, 
And  lead  ihcin  in  tluir  cords  like  heathen  ])eople.  ' 

AV'dinen  lly  to  the  minster,  each  \\as  ravished, 
Naked  without  clothes,  she  forgets  there  her  property; 
Ah,  God!  why  did  William  de  Vesci  not  know  it? 
Tlie  booty  were  rescued,  nor  would  they  have  failed  in  it. 
They  burnt  the  country;  but  God  was  a  friend 
To  those  gentle  peasants  who  were  defenceless, 
For  the  Scots  were  not  their  mortal  enemies  ; 
They  would  have  beaten,  slain,  and  ill-tieated  them  all."* 

After  suficrlng  the  loss  of  many  men  before  "NVark,  William 
the  Lion  led  his  army  towards  "  Carlisle  the  ftiir,  the  strong 
garrisoned  city."  He  took  tlie  castles  of  Liddel,  of  Brough, 
and  of  Apjdeby ;  but  not  being  able  speedily  to  reduce  Car- 
lisle, he  nuirchcd  upon  Prudhoe  Castle,  and  attempted  to 
take  it  by  surprise  ;  but  Odonel  de  Umfraville  was  prepared 
for  the  attack,  and  bravely  repulsed  it.  Leaving  his  castle 
under  the  charge  of  its  bold  defenders,  Odonel  moimted  his 
'^good  brown  bay,   day   and  night   always   spurring,"  and 

*  Fantosme,  11  (i7. 
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gathered  four  hundred  knights  for  the  relief  of  Prudlioe, 
Three  days  the  siege  continued;  l)ut  William,  finding  ho 
could  not  master  the  castle,  and  that  the  army  of  the  sheriff 
of  York  was  advancing,  abandoned  the  siege;  and  on  Friday 
mornnig,  the  12th  of  July,  his  great  host  marched  northward 
in  two  divisions ;  the  Gallowaymen  ravaged  the  lands  of 
Odonel,  and  the  Scots  Avasted  and  burnt  the  covnitry  along 
the  sea  coast.  On  the  Friday  evening.  King  William  Avith 
the  French  and  Flemings  of  his  army  began  th(3  siege  of 
Alnwick  Castle.  lie  retained  with  him  only  five  hundred 
knights,  Avhile  the  two  divisions  of  his  main  army  were 
ravaging  the  country  around  ;  towns  and  villages  were  burnt 
and  plundered.  Earl  Duncan  with  one  division  entered 
Warkworth  and  burnt  it,  and  slew  all  whom  he  found,  men 
and  Avomen,  great  and  small ;  they  broke  into  the  church  of 
Saint  Laurence,  and  mutilated  three  priests  and  slew  three 
hundred  men,  Avomen,  and  children,  Avho  had  taken  refuge 
there.  "Alas!"  exclaims  another  chronicler,*  "'what  sor- 
roAV  !  then  you  might  hear  the  shrieks  of  Avomen,  the  lamen- 
tations of  the  old,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  and  the  despair  of 
the  young ;  but  the  omnipotent  God  avenged  on  the  same 
day,  the  injury  and  violence  done  to  the  church  of  the 
martyr." 

AVhen  Odonel  arrived  at  Newcastle  in  the  evening  of  Fri- 
day, Avitli  tlie  forces  ho  had  collected,  he  found  that  the  king 
of  the  Scots  had  retired.  jjcsidcs  Odonel,  there  Avere,  as 
leaders  of  the  little  band,  Kandulph  de  Glanville  the  brave 
sheriff,  Ihunard  de  Ihiliol,  William  D'Estuteville,  and  >Vil- 
liam  de  Vescy.  Having  been  informed,  probably  by  a  mes- 
senger from  Alnwick  Castle,  that  the  king  of  the  Scots  had 
around  him  only  a  small  suit,  the  bulk  of  his  army  being 
engaged  in  ])luiidering,  it  Avas  resolved  by  these  valiant  men 
to  attemi)t  to  relieve  the  castle  ;  but  in  accordance  Avitli  tlie 
sage  council  of  Glanville,  a  spy  Avas  sent  before  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  Scottish  force.  The  English  troop,  increased 
in  number  by  sixty  knights  of  the  archbishop  of  York,  after 
refreshing  themselves  by  a  little  rest  during  the  night,  set 
forth  from  NcAvcastle  at  the  break  of  day  Avith  such  speed, 
that  though  heaA'ily  armed,  they  in  less  than  five  hours  had 
proceeded  about  thirty  miles.  For  some  time  so  dense  a  fog 
covered  their  march,  that  they  scarcely  kncAV  Avhither  they 
Avere  going ;  and  the  prudent  or  timid,  fearing  that  danger 

•  Beiiedictus  Pelr. 
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hung  over  tlietn,  advised  an  immediate  return  to  Newcastle ; 
but  Bernard  de  Jialiol,  a  noble  and  courageous  man,  said — 
"  Let  liiui  go  back  avIio  will;  I  will  not  stamp  my  name  with 
everlasting  disgrace;  even  though  alone,  I  Avill  go  ouAvard." 
Stimulated  by  tliis  heroism,  the  march  Avas  resumed,  and 
they  had  not  proceeded  far,  Avhen  suddenly  the  fog  cleared 
away,  and  Avith  joy  they  saw  before  them  tlie  battlements  of 
AhiM'ick  Castle  illuminated  by  the  sunbeams — a  secure  ])lace 
of  refuge  should  they  be  overpowered  by  numbers.  They 
entered  for  concealment  into  a  copse,  and  there  received  the 
report  of  their  spy. 

^yilliam  the  Lion  at  this  horn-  was  lying  in  a  field  al)out  a 
quarter-of-a-mile  Avestward  of  AhiAvick  Castle,  on  the  borders 
of  Alnwick  Moor,  AA'ith  only  sixty  knights,  Avaiting  for  the 
return  of  bis  army  that  he  might  assault  the  castle  Avith 
great  vigour.  The  day  had  become  Avarm  ;  his  helmet  Avas 
laid  aside,  and  Avith  his  barons  he  had  sat  doAvn  to  dine.  The 
English  forces  under  tlie  connnand  of  llandolpli  de  Glanville 
advanced,  and  William  at  first  supposed  that  they  Avere  some 
of  his  OAvn  troops  returning  from  a  marauding  expedition. 

"  Tlie  king  of  Scotland  wis  brave,  wonderful,  and  old, 
Before  Alnwick  he  stood  iiiiaiined. 
When  these  had  once  cried  the  war  signal  of  A'esci, 
And  '  Glanville  knights  ! '  and  '  Baliol !'   likewise, 
Odonel  de  UnilVaville  raised  a  cry  of  his  own, 
And  this  of  J'lstuteville,  a  hold  knight; 

Then  knew  William  that  he  was  nearly  betrayed,  , 

Q\iiekly  he  stiircd  hinisell',  he  was  not  diseoneerled." 

Hastily  arming  himself,  mounting  his  grey  liorsc,  shaking 
his  spear,  and  rousing  the  A'alour  of  his  soldiers  by  exclaiming, 
*'NoAvletit  be  seen  avIio  is  a  good  kniglit!"  lie  gallantly 
charged  his  foes,  and  struck  doAvn  the  first  he  encountered. 
A  severe  struggle  ensued  ;  and,  one  avIio  speaks  from  knoAV- 
ledge  says,  all  Avould  have  gone  Avell  Avith  William  had  not 
a  sergeant  Avitli  a  lance  killed  his  horse.  Tlie  king  fell  to 
the  ground  beneath  his  steed,  and,  being  unable  to  rise,  Avas 
draAvn  from  beneath  it ;  and  he  surrendered  himself  prisoner 
to  E-andolph  de  Glanville.  Most  of  his  attendants  Avere 
taken  prisoners;  some  CAen,  aa'Iio  might  liaA'e  escaped,  deemed 
it  more  honorable  to  share  the  fate  of  their  king  than  to  flee, 
lloger  de  jNIoAvbray,  an  English  baron  fighting  on  the  side 
of  William,  and  Adam  de  I'ort,  Avith  a  few  others  escaped 
into  Scotland.  Valorous  deeds  Avcre  performed  by  many  of 
William's  knights  before  they  Avere  taken.     Lord  Alan  de 
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Lascellcs,  <m  old  knii^lit  of  gis^antic  statuic,  long  defentlcd 
himself  on  his  grey  charger.  W^illiaiu  de  jNIortimer,  raging- 
through  the  ranks  like  a  mad  hoar,  gave  and  received  many 
blows,  till  Lord  IBernard  de  Baliol  struck  him  down  from  liis 
horse.  Raoul  Ic  Bus  fought  well  while  attacked  by  a  hun- 
dred foes.  Iliehard  jMaluvel  behaved  himself  gloriously  ;  at 
the  head  of  his  thirteen  followers  he  accomplished  as  much 
as  the  whole  of  them;  but  struck  in  the  middle,  he  Avas  at 
length  compelled  to  surrender.  The  combat  must  have  been 
continued  some  time  after  William  had  been  taken  pri- 
soner, by  bands  Avhich  had  returned  from  ])lundering ;  for  the 
prisoners  were  numerous,  William  de  Vescy  alone  having 
taken  one  hundred.  No  (puirtcr  was  given  to  the  Flemish, 
who  were  mercilessly  slaughtered  in  revenge  for  the  atrocities 
they  had  committed. 

The  royal  ])rLsoner  was  mounted  on  a  palfrey,  and  taken 
immediately  by  Ilandolph  do  Glanville  to  Newcastle,  Avherc 
he  arrived  on  the.  same  evening ;  he  was  afterwards  lodged 
in  the  strong  castle  of  Ixichmond,  till  the  king  of  England's 
pleasure  should  be  known,  to  whom  a  messenger  Avas  sent 
with  the  news. 

The  capture  of  the  Scottish  king  was  a  great  event — 
indeed,  the  most  important  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. ;  it 
occuiTcd  at  a  critical  crisis  in  our  history,  and  it  saved  the 
nation  from  much  calamity.  Not  content  Avith  nat\n-al 
causes  for  this  issue,  the  chroniclers  of  the  times  bring  in  the 
supernatural,  and  attrili\itc  it  to  the  miraculous  agency  of  tSt. 
Duuslan.  On  the  day  Avlien  AN'illiam  the  I. ion  was  over- 
thrown, Henry  II.,  king  of  l-higland,  submitted,  as  a  penance, 
to  be  flogged  by  the  monks  of  Christ  Church,  before  the  tomb 
of  Thomas  a  Ikcket.  "  At  length,"  says  the  chronicler  in 
swelling  phrase,*  "  he  who  touches  the  mountains  and  they 
smoke,  regarding  the  devotion  of  the  burning  mountain  in 
Canterbury,  on  the  very  day  in  Avhich  it  smoked,  the  king- 
had  overcome  his  cruellest  enemy  the  king  of  the  Scots  at 
Alnwick." 

King  Henry  had  returned  to  London  and  retired  to  rest 
full  of  melancholy  thoughts,  and  his  servant  Avas  gently 
scratching  his  feet  AAdiile  he  slept  during-  the  silence  of  the 
night,  Avhen  the  messenger  Avith  tidings  of  the  capture  came 
to  the  door  and  softly  called,  "' A  messenger  am  I,  sent  by 
Ilandolph  de  Glanville  to  speak  Avith  the  king."      "The 

■*  Bromton,  (Twisdeii,)  p.  lOt'j. 
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king-  is  asleep,  I  dare  not  allow  you  to  enter,"  was  the  veplj\ 
Light  Avas  the  sleep  of  the  king,  like  that  of  all  troubled  in 
mind;  and  he  was  awakened  by  the  gentle  Avhis))crings.  On 
learning  that  the  messenger  was  from  Glanville,  lie  asked 
for  him,  fearing  that  Glanville  wanted  help.  "Your  enemy 
the  king  of  the  Scots  is  taken,"  said  the  messenger.  Struck 
■with  surprise  and  joy — "Tell  you  the  truth?"  asked  the 
king.  "  Yes  sire,"  was  the  reply,  "two  private  messengers 
will  confirm  the  ncAvs  to-morrow.  For  four  days  I  have 
scarcely  eaten, or  drunk, or  slept;  at  your  pleasure  recompense 
my  service."  Imbued  witli  tlie  su])erstitious  feelings  of  tlie 
])eriod,  tlu,"  king  exclaimed,  '•  God  be  thanked  for  it,  and  St. 
Tliomas  the  martyr,  and  all  tlie  saints  of  God."  Overjoyed, 
he  leapt  from  his  couch,  and  hastened  to  communicate  the 
tidings  to  his  barons.  On  the  same  evening,  the  bells  of 
London  told  the  tale  to  the  citizens,  and  ere  long-,  a  joyful 
peal  Avas  rinig  from  every  parish  church  in  England. 

A  monument,  erected  in  th(.'  middle  of  tlie  eighteenth  cen- 
tury Avitliin  a  plantation  on  the  south  side  of  Rotten  How, 
marked  the  spot  Avhere  tradition  says  AVilliani  Avas  captured. 
It  Avas  in  the  pseudo-Gothic  style,  Avhich  prevailed  at  the  time 
of  its  erection.  Although  not  such  as  to  gratify  a  refined 
taste,  it  A\-as  not  witliout  beauty,  and  was  interesting  as  an 
illustration  of  tlu;  style  of  a  ]w'riod  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  it  has  recently  been  taken  doAvn,  and  replaced  by 
another  erection  entir<'ly  devoid  of  taste.  This  is  a  large 
M[uare  smoothed  Idoclv  oi'  sandstone,  nearly  three  feet  in 
height,  resting  on  tA\  o  steps.  A  polished  granite  tablet  is 
inserted  into  the  face  of  the  sandstone  block  ;  and  on  this 
is  the  following-  inscription,  copied  from  the  older  moninnent, 
"  William  the  Lion,  king-  of  Scotland,  besieging-  Alnwick 
Castle,  Avas  here  taken  ])risoner,  ]MCLXXI\\"* 

Glanville  t  by  orders  of  the  king  took  his  prisoner  to  Falaise 

*  Full  accounts  are  given  of  this  important  event,  in  cliionicles  of  Bromton, 
William  of  Newluiry,  Benedict  of  Petevborougli,  and  Gervase  ;  but  several  of  the 
minuter  details  I  have  taken  from  the  metrical  chronicle  of  Jordan  Fantosme, 

f  Randolph  de  Glanville  was  rewarded  for  his  chivalrous  conduct  by  the  Eng- 
lish king,  who  immediately  promoted  him  to  be  one  of  the  itinerant  justiciars ; 
and  in  A. D.  1180  he  was  appointed  chief  justiciar,  the  most  important  office 
in  the  kingdom,  requiring  for  its  proper  discharge  both  great  military  and  legal 
ability,  lie  was  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  his  time,  being  a  perfect  knight, 
skilled  in  the  art  of  war,  a  good  classical  scholar,  and  a  profound  lawyer.  He 
will  be  remembered  throughout  all  time,  as  the  author  of  a  "  Treatise  on  ihe  Laws 
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in  Normandy,  where  Henry  had  gone  to  quell  insurrections 
of  his  continental  subjects ;  and  there  the  unfortmiate  lion- 
hearted  king-  was  kept  in  strict  confinement  for  a  year,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  he  obtained  his  liberty  under 
arrangements  which  seriously  affected  the  honour  of  Scot- 
land. This  bondage  continued  till  A.D.  1199,  when  Kicliard 
I.  desirous,  before  his  departure  as  a  soldier  of  the  cross  to 
the  Holy  Land,  of  gaining  the  friendship  of  William  and 
his  Scottish  subjects,  restored  to  him  by  charter,  the  castles 
of  Berwick  and  Roxburgh,  and  recognised  only  the  feudal 
arrangements  subsisting  between  their  ancestors.*  For  this 
gi-eat  boon,  ten  thousand  marks  were  paid  by  the  Scots  to  ■ 

the  English  king.  " 

William  de  Vescy,  like  his  father,  was  liberal  to  the 
church.  Ho  confirmed  to  the  canons  and  nuns  of  Walton, 
ISlalton,  and  Wintringham,  the  gift  of  his  father  Eustace  of  tlie 
cliurch  at  Wintringham,  Avilh  the  manor-liouse  and  two  mills 
there  ;  also  of  the  hamlet  of  Langton,  of  the  cliurch  and 
chapels  of  Walton  and  INIalton  ;  and  out  of  his  own  charity, 
he  gave  to  them  the  church  of  Ancaster.  To  the  knights 
Templars  he  gave  the  churches  of  Caithrop  and  Normanton, 
and  to  the  canons  of  Semplingham  and  nuns  of  Ormesby  the 
hermitage  of  Spaldingholme,  Avith  divers  other  lands.  He 
gave  to  the  monks  of  Alnwick  Abbey,  the  churches  of  Chat- 
ton,  Chillingham,  and  Alnham,  his  fishery  of  Lesbury,  and 
land  in  llugley.  But  he  is  chiefly  memorable  in  this  district, 
for  his  grant  of  Aln-\vick  INIoor  to  tlie  burgesses  of  Alnwick. 

lie  -was  married  to  Burga,  sister  of  Ivobert  de  Stuteville, 
Lord  of  Knarosborough,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters  and 
two  sons,  Eustace,  who  succeeded  him,  and  Warln,  from 
whom  descended  the  fiimily  of  Aton.  He  died  in  the  year 
1184  ;t  and  according  to  the  chronicle  of  Ahnvick  Abbey  he 
became  a  monk  there,  when  near  his  end,  and  was  buried 
before  the  door  of  the  cliapter-house  of  the  abbey,  near  to 
where  his  wife  Burga  was  laid. 

EUSTACE  DE  VESCY. 

Eustace  Avas  only  fourteen  years  of  age  Avhen  his  father 
died.       On  coming  of  age,  xV.l).   1191,  he  obtained  from 

and  Customs  of  the  Kingdom  of  England,"  the  first  attempt  to  bring  English  law 
under  fixed  principles,  and  making  him  father  of  English  jurisprudence.  When 
an  old  man  he  hecame  a  soldier  of  the  cross,  and  died  in  the  Holy  Land. 

•    Rynicr  Feed.,  I.,  pp.  39,  64.  \  Dugdale's  Baronage,  p.  92. 
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Ricliarcl  I.  livery*  of  his  lands,  and  libovly  to  marry  whom 
he  pleased,  on  payment  of  ten  thonsand  marks.  In  the 
same  year  he  paid  £1;3  Ss.  4d.  for  scntage  of  Wales  ;  but  as 
he  Avcnt  in  person  -with  the  king  to  Normandy  four  years 
afterwards,  he  was  acquitted  of  the  scuta<;e  then  assL'Ssed  for 
the  king's  redemption.  I'^or  a  second  scutage  of  Normandy, 
he  pnid  in  the  8th  llichard  I.,  £24  Gs.  8d.  According-  to 
the  Liber  Niger,  ho  hold  in  A.I).  1;212,  of  the  king  in  chief, 
the  barony  of  Alnwick  by  the  service  of  twelve  knights  fees, 
and  also  the  vills  of  Budle,  Spindlestone,  and  Warn,  nothing 
havhig  been  alienated  by  marriage  or  alms  to  the  king's  pre- 
judice. But  large  though  these  possessions  were,  they  were 
only  about  one  half  of  the  property  held  by  him,  for  ue  find 
he  had  in  13th  John,  a  special  dl^cliarge  for  twenty-four 
kniffhts  fees  of  scutaue  of  iScotlaii:!  :  the  rest  of  his  estates 
were  in  Yorkshire  and  elsewhere. 

Like  his  grandfiithcr,  Eustace;  was  a  distinguished  man, 
and  deeply  engaged  in  the  political  movements  of  tlu;  period. 
These  Avcni',  indeed,  times  of  wild  wartare  and  sudden  revolu- 
tions, when  men  of  energy  and  capacity  could  influence,  in 
no  small  degree,  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  which  was 
groaning  under  oppression  and  struggling  for  liberty.  Under 
this  distinguished  baron,  and  ^\ith  a  strongly  fortilied  castle, 
near  the  borders,  Alnwick  Avas  the  scene  of  many  important 
events.  John,  the  king  of  England,  visited  it  no  less  than 
four  times. 

Dming  the  short  reign  of  Uichard  1.,  there  Avas  peace 
along  the  Borders;  but  as  soon  as  John  ascended  the  Eng- 
lish, throne,  the  friendly  relations  between  Eni^land  and  .Scot- 
land were  disturbed.  The  conflicting  claims  of  the  two 
nations  seemed  to  have  been  definitely  settled;  the  supremacy 
of  England  over  Scotland  had  been  abamloned  ;  the  northern 
countii's,  Cumberland  and  Northumberland,  had  been  incor- 
porated with  England ;  and  the  river  Twet-d,  and  the  moun- 
tain range  Avestward,  formed  the  boundary  of  tAvo  inde])endent 
nations.  Well  would  it  have  been  for  England  and  Scotland, 
and  especially  for  the  border-land,  if  this  settlement  of  hostile 
claims  had  remained  undisturbed.  Ambition  and  the  love 
of  power  Avere,  hoAvcver,  for  centuries  to  come,  to  find  a 
battle-field  in  the  border  counties.  The  old  lion-hearted 
king,  looking  with  regret  to  the  loss  of  the  northern  counties, 
was  not  slow  in  taking  advantage  of  the  dissatisfaction  in 

•   Livery  of  seisen  is  the  delivery  of  liinds,  itc, 
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England  witli  John's  nsuvpation  of  tlie  English  throno,  to 
tho  ]n-oju(licc  of  Aithnr  the  legitimate  heir;  and  he  urged  his 
claims  for  the  restoration  of  these  counlii'S.  John,  heiiig  tlien 
engaged  in  continental  aflairs  and  anxions  to  keep  peace  \\ith 
Scotland,  eonnnissioned  Eustace  de  Ve>ey,  who  had  married 
the  ill(!giliniate  daugliter  of  tlic  Scottish  king,  to  as:^uri;  him, 
that  on  his  return  from  ]S'ormaudy  ho  would  satisfy  his 
claims.  Ihit  John  was  faithless,  and  took  no  steps  to  redeem 
his  ])r()miso;  on  tlio  contrary  he  ap})ointed  William  de  Stnte- 
viUe  to  be  sherilf  of  the  two  counties,  gave  orders  to  strengthen 
the  defences  of  the  nortliern  castles  ;  and  reviving  the  claim 
to  feudal  superiority  over  Scotland,  he  repeatedly  summoned 
"^^'illiam  to  a])pear  before  him  to  do  h<unage.  The  Scottish 
king  either  bending  for  a  while  belbrc  a  blast,  Avhich  he 
could  not  then  boldly  face,  or  deluded  by  false  ilattery  and 
pronn'ses,  olieyed  tlic  summons,  and  on  the  il'hid  November, 
A.D.  120U,  he  rendered  homage  to  John,  on  a  high  hill  out- 
side the  city  of  Lincoln,  in  tlie  ])resence  of  a  great  assembly 
of  Ihiglish  and  Scottish  barons.*  The  terms  of  the  homage 
are  qualified  with  "  Salvo  jure  suo,"  and  must  have  been  for 
Eothian  at  least,  since  at  this  time  the  northern  counties 
were  in  possession  of  the  English  ;  and  AVilliam,  after  having 
performed  this  deed,  demarnled  tlu;  restitution  of  Northum- 
berland, Cumberland,  and  Westmoreland.  This,  however, 
■was  not  conceded.  Jolni,  if  not  able,  "was  artful,  and  he 
induced  the  Scottish  kin"'  to  a<iree  to  a  truce  till  after  tho 
ensuing  ^^'hitsunday,  to  afford  time  for  deliberation. 

AN'illiam  next  morning  set  off  to  his  own  dou'.inions  ;  and 
John  proceeded  norllnvards,  and  visited  Ahnvick  C'astle  foi' 
the  first  time  on  Eebruary  12th,  1:^01  ;t  and  -while  there, 
confirmed  the  charter  of  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle  ;  he 
afterwards  went  to  Bamburgh,  Kothbmy,  and  Hexham. 
Eor  several  years  little  Mas  diuu'  to  settle  the  conflicting 
claims  of  the  two  kings  ;  ^^'illiam  m  as  old  and  stricken  down 
with  sit'kuess,  Avhile  John  Avas  fully  engaged  in  attem])ting 
to  retrieve  the  disasters  ho  had  sufl'ered  on  the  continent. 
The  king  of  England  made,  however,  one  atteni])t  to  injure 
Scotland  in  K^O-1,  by  fortifying  a  castle  at  Twcodmouth  in 
order  to  destroy  ]>erwick,  and  open  a  passage  into  Scotland, 
The  old  king  rallied,  attacked  the  place,  and  razed  the 
work  to  its  foundations.:]:     A  conference  of  the  two  kings 

•   Ilovedon.  f   Patent  TioUs.     Itincraiy  of  King  John. 

I  Fordun,  1.  YIII,,  c  64. 
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at  Norhani  in  tlie  same  year  led  to  no  satisfactory  results. 

Tiarge  armies  were  assembled  l>y  both  kings,  in  1209,  to 
determine  their  differenees  l)y  tlie  sword;  Lut  though  tliey 
confronted  eacli  oth(;r  at  Noi'ham,  no  battle  ensued,  lor  the 
nobles  of  both  kingdoms  interfered,  and  the  armies  Averc 
disbanded  and  a  eonfeveiiee  appointed  to  be  ludd  at  New- 
castle. In  his  progress  nortliward  on  tliis  occa-^ion,  John 
rested  at  Alnwiek  on  the  ;3Irli  of  April.  Owing  to  the  ill- 
ness of  the  old  King  AVilliam,  tli(»  (■onfer(Mice  at  Ne\vcastle 
was  not  held.  Armies  were  again  assembled  to  deeide  the 
controversy;  and  again  thi?  nobles  induced  a  suspension  of 
hostilities.  The  two  kings  met  at  Norham,  and  (ni  tbe  7th 
of  August,  eoncdudcd  a  treaty,  \v1iieh  for  a  time  ])iit  iin  end 
to  warfare.  I5y  this  treaty,  John  agreed  to  desist  from 
erecting  a  fortress  at  Tweedmoutli,  and  William  engaged  to 
deliver  his  two  daughters  to  .John,  to  be  married  to  John's 
two  sons,  and  to  pay  witliin  tv/o  years  fifteen  thousand 
marks.*  Evidently  the  old  king  Avas  weariug  out,  and 
desired  to  secure  a  peaceful  succession  for  liis  ^uung  son. 
According  to  I'ordun,  Alexander,  th(>  son  of  Williani,  rendered 
at  Alnwick  Casth;  the  same  lidinage  and  fealtv  to  John, 
which  had  formerly  been  paid  by  his  ]uedecessors  to  the 
J'higlish  kings.f 

Other  darker  clouds  were  now  gathering  around  the  faith- 
less king  of  England.  Ife  had  (|uarrell(Hl  Avith  the  pope  and 
involved  himself  and  the  kingdom  in  tlitliculty  and  disaster; 
and  h(>  had  alienatcil  tlie  atfections  of  his  subjects  by  his 
op])rcssi\i'  exailions,  ]ty  his  a\arice,  lust,  and  cruelty.  Alter 
infamously  hanging  twenty-eight  sons  of  the  Welsh  nobility, 
who  had  l)een  entrusted  to  him  as  hostages. +  he  was  about 
to  march  into  A\'ak'S  with  a  mimerous  army  to  destroy  it 
Avith  tire  and  sword,  when  he  was  starthnl  \vith  the  intelli- 
gence, that  the  pope  liad  absolved  his  sul)jects  from  their 
allegiance,  and  that  a  conspiracy  amongst  his  T)arous  had 
been  formed  against  him.  In  great  alarm,  he  dismissed  his 
forces  and  retired  for  safety  to  Loiulon.  He  thence  despatched 
messengers  to  all  suspected  barons,  commanding  them  to 
give  to  him  their  sons  or  relatives,  as  hostages  for  their 
fidelity.  All  dreading  the  cruel  power  of  the  tvraut  com- 
plied, excepting  Eustace  de  Vescy  and  Ivobert  l^tzAValter, 
who  Avere  accused  as  being  principals  in  the  conspiracy. 

*   llymer,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  155,  275.     Wciidover,  A.D.  120!1. 
t  Fordun,  1.  VI IL,  c.  72.  J   Wendovcr,  A.D.  1212. 
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The  perfitliousnesSj  tyranny,  and  cruolty  of  John  •were,  of 
themselves,  sufficient  causes  to  induce  liigh-minded  nobles  to 
seek  the  overthrow  of  his  power;  hut  Eustace  de  Vescy  luid 
also  a  private  ground  of  quarrel.  Knyghton,  indeed,  attri- 
butes to  "  this  private  offence  the  beginning  and  origin  of 
the  universal  war  and  sedition;"  ac^iording  to  him — that 
most  notable  knight  Eustace  de  Vescy  had  a  very  fair  and 
chaste  wife,  whom,  by  cinming,  the  king  attempted  to  de- 
bauch. Sitting  at  table  Avith  Eustace,  lie  seized  a  ring  Avhich 
was  on  his  finger,  and  said  he  had  a  simihir  stone  ^vhich  he 
Avishcd  encircled  by  the  same  gold  Avorkmanship.  Suspecting 
no  evil,  the  ring  was  lent  to  the  king,  who  innnediately  after- 
wards summoned  a  boy  and  sent  him  with  the  ring  to  the 
wife  of  Eustace,  with  a  message  that  her  lord  was  sick  luito 
death,  and  desired  her  Avith  all  speed  to  hasten  to  London  if 
she  Avould  see  liim  alive.  Her  lord's  ring  Avas  to  the  affec- 
tionate Avife  a  guarantee  of  the  truth  of  the  message,  and 
she  immediately  hastened  to  succour  her  lord.  But  the 
Avicked  design  Avas  frustrated,  for  Eustace  Avhile  travelling 
met  his  Avife  by  chance,  on  her  Avay  to  London;  and  on 
being  informed  of  the  cause  of  her  journey,  he,  knoAving  the 
treachery  of  the  king,  said — "  Craftily  are  yoii  summoned, 
that  the  king  may  dishonour  you."  In  revenge  for  the 
insult,  he  caused  a  Avoman  of  ill  fame  to  be  dressed  up  in  his 
Avife's  vestments  and  to  meet  the  king  at  the  appointed  place. 
John  Avas  Avont  to  glory  in  his  shame,  and  Avhen  at  table,  lie 
upbraided  Eustace  Avith  his  sup])()sed  dishonour ;  but,  on 
being  informed  of  the  trick  played  uj)on  him,  lie  became 
enraged,  and  Avith  an  oath  threatened  Eustace  Avith  death. 
Eustace,  lunvever,  escaped  from  the  licentious  tyrant,  and 
retired  to  his  northern  strongholds,  Avlicre  he  Avas  joined  by 
other  barons  Avliom  the  vile  king  had  also  sought  to  dis- 
honour.* Eustace  afterwards  lied  into  Scotland,  John 
demanded  the  Scottish  king  to  give  him  up  as  a  fugitive 
felon ;  but  the  braAc  old  King  AVilliam  Avas  too  chivalrous 
to  betray  a  num — his  son-in-hiAv  too — Avho  had  sought  his 
protection,  and  Avho  as  yet  had  not  been  convicted  of  a  crime. 
Emerie,  archdeacon  of  Durham,  and  Philip  de  Ulecote  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  Averc  on  the  f^Tth  of  May,  l~lo,  com- 
manded by  the  king  to  destroy  the  castle  of  AhiAvick,  so 
that  it  would  be  useless  to  Eustace  de  A'escy  ;t  but  this  Avas 
not  carried  into  effect,  for  Avluit  reason  Ave  are  not  informed; 

*  Knyghton,  (Twisden,)  p.  2244.  f   Rot.  Lit.  Pat.  p.  90. 
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perhaps  the  king  may  not  have  -wished  to  make  Eustace  an 
implacahle  foe,  or  caprice  may  have  led  hirii  to  annul  tire 
command. 

The  king  visited  Alnwick  Castle  again  on  January  26th, 
1213 ;  and  on  Fehruary  2ud,  he  was  at  Warkworth.  It  is 
not  easy  to  discover  the  reason  of  this  capricious  king's 
movements;  posssihly,  he  at  this  time  vi^iited.  the  north, 
that  he  might  endeavour  hy  his  personal  influence  to  })roduce 
a  favourahle  feeling  towards  him  in  the  minds  of  the  northern 
harons.  Not  long  afterwards,  lujwever,  he  was  reconciled  to 
Home  hy  becoming  a  vassal  of  the  pope,  and  hy  engaging  to 
restore  to  the  barons,  Avho  had  adhered  to  the  pope,  their 
estates.  Hespecting  Eustace  de  Vescy  we  find  it  stated  in 
one  of  the  rolls  dated  AVinton,  21  July,  1213,  that  unless  the 
king  restored  to  him  all  his  hereditaments,  he  would  again 
fall  under  the  sentence  of  excommunication.*  The  sheriff, 
therefore,  was  commanded  on  July  19th,  1213,  to  give 
Eustace  de  Vescy  full  seisen  of  all  his  lands,  fees,  castles,  and 
other  liberties ;  and  soon  afterwards,  the  oxen  and  horses 
which  had  been  taken  from  him,  and  his  arms  which  were 
in  AluAvick  Castle  Avere  restored  to  him.  A  more  kindly 
feeling  to  Eustace  seems  to  have  groAvn  up  in  the  king's 
mind;  for  in  1215,  he  commanded  the  sheriff  to  give  "to 
our  beloved  and  faithful  Eustace  de  Vescy "  the  liberties 
Avith  his  dogs  in  the  forest  of  Northumberland,  Avhicli  he 
Avas  formerly  accustomed  to  enjoy. 

This  courtesY,  howextn',  did  not  prevent  Eustace  de  Vescy 
joining  tlu'  great  coulederatien  of  barons,  Avho,  in  1215,  forced 
from  the  English  king  the  celebrated  Magna  Charta;  and  he 
Avas  one  of  the  tAventy-five  barons,  Avho  Avere  appointed 
its  co7iservators,  and  entrusted  Avith  extensive  jjowers  to 
enforce  the  observance  of  its  corulitions.  After  granting 
this  charter,  John  Ijccame  sullen  and  melancholy.  Accus- 
tomed to  tyrannise,  he  could  not  submit  to  fuliil  his  obliga- 
tions ;  and  he  retired  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  brooding  over 
schemes  for  inflicting  revenge  and  regaining  poAver.  lie 
sought  the  aid  of  the  pope,  and  hired  foreign  mercenaries ; 
and  having  subdued  several  strongholds  in  the  south,  he 
marched  against  the  northern  barons. 

The  brave  old  King  William  had  died  on  Dcceml)cr  4th, 
1214,  and  his  son  Alexander,  a  youth  only  fifteen  years  of 
age,    Avas   on   the    Scottish   throne.       The    northern   barons 

*   C:il.  Rot,  15  John,  Mem.  10. 
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soiiglit  his  i)rotcction,  and  did  lionva^^o  to  liim  at  Felton,  on 
the  ll^nd  of  October,  1215.*  lie  liad  previously  invotod 
Norliain;  but  as  tliat  stout  castle  could  not  be  tak(;n  after  beiu<^ 
assaulted  forty  days,  tbe  siege  'was  raised.  Enraged  at  tbese 
proceedings,  John  pursued  his  march  -with  great  expcditiou 
in  the  deptli  of  winter.  I  lis  mercenaries,  as  he  advanced, 
committed  horrible  ravages,  destroying  by  fire  and  sword  the 
houses,  towns,  and  lands  of  the  confederated  barons.  In  the 
course  of  a  week,  ho  burnt  ^Nlittbrd,  ]Mori)eth,  Wark,  and 
Alnwick  ;t  and  crossing  into  Scotland,  Itoxburgh  and  tlie 
villages  around  shared  the  same  fate.  The  castle  and  toAvn 
of  Berwick  he  took;  and  a  hired  band  of  professional  toriULU- 
tors  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants  the  most  horrible  cruelties. 
lie  burnt  Dunbar  and  Haddington,  and  laid  -waste  the 
Lothians.  Alexander,  the  Scottish  king,  encamped  with  a 
great  army  on  the  river  Esk,  near  Pen  (land,  with  the  design 
of  intercepting  him  ;  but  John  would  not  risk  a  l)attle  ;  the 
English  king  was  more  in  his  element  among  scenes  of  rapine 
and  among  defenceless  women  and  children,  than  on  the 
battle-field.  lie  returned  the  way  he  came,  and  his  footst(-])S 
were  marked  with  blood.  Coldingliam  Abbey  he  plundered; 
Ijerwick  he  b\u-nt  down  ;  and  so  base  was  he,  that  he  set  fire 
with  his  own  hands  to  the  house  in  which  he  had  lodged. 
Alexander,  unable  to  impede  the  ])rogress  of  the  English 
king,  too  faithfully  imitated  his  atrocities  ;  entering  I'higland 
on  the  western  border,  he  ravaged  Cumberland,  and  ])lun- 
dered  the  abbey  of  Il(dn\cultranh:J: 

'I'he  combined  i)ower  of  Jtdiu  aiul  the  pope  ])roved  too 
strong  for  the  cou.federated  barons  and  the  Scottisli  king; 
the  barons,  therefore,  reduced  to  extremity  and  in  despair, 
offered  their  allegiance  to  Philip,  king  of  Prance,  if  he  Avould 
deliver  them  from  their  detested  sovereign.  Erench  aid,  and 
the  desertion  of  part  of  John's  mercenary  soldiers,  enabled 
the  barons  to  make  Louis,  the  l)au])hin,  master  of  a  great 
part  of  England.  Ah'xander,  on  being  sunnnoned,  marched 
again  into  I'^ngland  with  a  powerful  army,  committing  depre- 
dations on  the  lands  of  the  adherents  of  the  English  kin-r. 
He  was  joined  by   the  northern  barons,  among  wliom  was 

*   Cliion.  Mailios. 

•j-  Chron.  jMailr.  Abbej',  p.  190,  which  says,  on  the  llth  of  J;innr\iy  tlie  vill  of 
Wark  was  burnt;  on  tlie  9th,  Ahiwick  ;  on  tlie  7th,  Mitford  anil  Morpeth;  on 
the  16th,  Roxburgh,  with  many  little  villages. 

-.       •  ■  +   Fotchin,  1.  IX.,  c.  2S. 
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Eustace  do  Vcscy.  This  anny  ]iad  advanced  into  Durham 
and  invested  IJarnartl  Castle,  which  heh)nged  to  IIu;^]!  de 
iJaHol ;  and  while  reconiioitrt'ing  the  defences  of  the  place, 
Eustace  do  Vescy  Avas  niovtally  wounded  hy  the  .shot  of  a 
cross-how  from  the  walls  of  the  castle,*  whitli  ])icrccd  his 
brain,  and  ho  died  on  the  spot.  His  death  w.is  mourned  hy 
his  brotlu'r-in-law,  the  Scottish  lciu<;',  and  was  felt  as  a  heavy 
blow  to  the  cause  of  the  conii'dcrated  barons. 

Not  lonn-  after,  on  the  IDth  of  October,  l.^KJ,  Enohuid  was 
delivered  from  her  perilous  condition  by  the  death  of  Jolm, 
unquestionably  the  most  odious  tyrant  that  ever  filled  tlie 
English  throne. 

Eustace  was  only  forty-five  years  of  age  when  lu^  died. 
He  was  married  at  Koxburgb,  in  lI9o,  to  Margery,  or  Mar- 
garet, as  she  is  called  in  one  of  the  charters  of  AlnA\ick 
Abbey,  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  William  the  Lion,  king 
of  Scotland,  and  by  her  he  left  one  son,  William  de  Vescy. 
In  1173,  he  paid  to  the  sheriff  £G  18s.  5d.  for  purprestiue, 
that  is  making  an  enclosure  from  the  king's  demesne  or  forest ; 
and,  in  1'3()8,  lie  obtained  from  King  John  a  grant  of  a  port 
at  Aueuemuo  (Alinnoutlij,  of  a  marhet  there  on  every  Wed- 
nesday, and  of  a  fair  on  St.  iMlmund's  Day  (the  5.'0th  of 
November,)  and  on  the  day  following. f 

Eustace  passed  his  life  actively  engaged  in  political  move- 
ments and  inc(>ssant  -warfare  ;  and  slain  when  still  in  the 
prime  t)f  life,  he  had  i\eillu'r  the  time  noi  t1ie  repose,  which 
mlglit  have  hnl  to  the  foundation  of  many  religious  or  cluuit- 
ablc  csiahlisliments.  He,  hoAvever,  founded  the  chapid  of 
St.  Leonard's  in  the  iiarish  of  AluAxick,  for  tlie  soul  of  his 
wife's  grandfather  Malcolm  and  his  son  Ed^vard.  AVitli  his 
wife  Margery,  he  obtained  lh(>  manor  of  S])rou.>ion  ;  and  the 
nmnks  there  agreed  that  Eustace  and  his  wife  might  build  a 
chapel  in  the  courts  of  S])rouston,  A\herc  they  might  have 
divine  service,  luistace  conliinied  to  the  monks  all  tlieir 
])osscssions  in  Sproustim ;  and  granted  to  the  monks  of 
Kelso,  in  per))etual  alms,  an  annuity  of  t^^■enty  shillings 
out  of  the  mills  at  Sprouston  to  light  their  church,  in 
lion  of  the  tithes  of  tlie  mill,  on  condition  of  the  monks 
receiving  him  ami  bis  Avife  into  tbc  society  of  their  house, 
absolving  the  souls  of  bis  father  and  mother,  and  making 
tbem  partakers  for  ever  of  all  tlie  spiritual  pri\ileges  (*f  the 
house. 

*  Cliroii.  Dunstable.     "Wendover.  t  Cal.  Rot,  Cart. 
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WILLIAM   DE   VESCY. 

Eustace  do  Vescy  dying  an  enemy  to  his  sovereign,  his 
estates  were  forfeited.  One  half  of  his  huids  was  bestowed 
by  King  Jolm  in  the  last  year  of  his  reign,  on  Philip  de 
Ulecot,  then  sheriff  of  Northnmberland,  and  tlie  other  half 
on  ^Villianl  do  Ilarecurt,  his  seneschal.*  On  the  death  of 
the  king,  the  mother  of  William  de  Vescy  sent  her  son,  heir 
of  Eustace  and  then  a  minor,  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  Avho 
was  regent  of  England  during  the  minority  of  Henry  III, 
But  in  1218,  the  king  committed  to  William  de  Duston  and 
Ralph  de  Norwich,  the  custody  of  Alnwick  Castle  and  of  the 
lands  which  belonged  to  Eustace  de  Vescy  during  the  will  of 
the  king.  In  the  following  year,  he  granted  to  his  uncle  the 
earl  of  Salisbury,  not  only  the  custody  of  these  lands,  but 
also  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  the  heir  to  the  barony  of 
AlnAvick.  And,  in  the  exercise  of  this  privilege,  the  earl 
gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  William  de  Vescy,t  the 
young  heir.  The  castle,  however,  was  retained  for  some 
time  longer  in  tlic  custody  of  Edward  do  Tyes. 

Though  England  was  rent  with  factions  during  the  feeble 
reign  of  Henry  III.,  yet  fortunately  for  Northumberland, 
there  was  peace  along  the  Borders,  Avhich  Avas  due  to  tlie 
friendly  feeling  between  the  Scottish  and  English  monarchs, 
arising  from  the  marriage  of  .Margaret,  Henry's  eldest  daugh- 
ter, to  Alexander,  the  king  of  Scotland.  Williani  de  Vescy, 
however,  seldom  a])i)ears  on  the  ])ublic  stage;  he  passed  his 
life  in  obscurity,  but  he  may  nevertheless  have  been  a  good 
and  useful  man,  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  his  estates 
and  of  the  people  avIio  dwelt  upon  them  ;  for  history  has 
been  more  busy  in  blazoning  forth  splendid  crimes,  than  in 
recording  the  vii'tucs  of  private  life.  With  the  king  ho  seems 
to  have  been  a  favourite,  for  in  12-14  he  procured  a  grant  of 
five  bucks  and  ten  does,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  king's  parks 
in  Northumberland,  to  store  his  own  park  at  Alrnvick.  In 
1251  he  obtained  a  grant  of  a  fixir  and  market  at  Chatton, 
and  a  fair  and  market  at  Alnmouth.+ 

*   Rot.  Lit.  Claus. 

I  A  William  de  Vescy  is  in  the  list  collected  by  I^tr.  AVilTen,  of  crusaders  who 
accompanied  Richard  I.  to  the  Holy  Land  in  11!)1  ;  but  this  must  be  a  diflerent 
person  from  the  baron  of  Alnwick,  who  was  a  minor  in  1218.  He  may  have 
been  the  William  de  Vescy  who  witnesses  a  charter  of  the  first  baron  William  de 
Vescy,  and  who  is  designated  "  meo  fratre." 

X  Cal.  Rot.  Lit. 
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Ho  (lied  in  1252.  His  first  wife  Isal)ella,  who  died  before 
liini  and  left  no  issue,  Avas  buried  in  Alnwick  Abbey ;  but  by 
his  second  wife  Agnes,  the  daughter  of  William  de  Ferrers, 
earl  of  ])erby,  he  left  issue  two  sons,  John  and  William. 
He  permitted  the  Carmelite  monks  to  inhabit  and  jjossess 
the  site  of  IToln  Abbey  ;  and  to  Alnwick  Abbey  he  gave 
Scurhvood  and  many  other  goods.  To  the  burgesses  of  Aln- 
wick he  granted  a  charter  confirming  their  pri\ilegcs. 

The  "Testa  de  Neville  or  Liber  P^eodorum,"  which  con- 
tains the  names  of  the  vills,  sergeantries,  and  knighls  fees, 
taken  by  inquisition  in  the  time  of  Henry  ITT.  and  LMward 
I.,  gives  authentic  information,  not  only  of  the  Vescy  pro- 
perty held  under  the  king  in  chief  at  this  period,  but  also 
of  the  subfeudalions  under  the  mesne  lord.*  The  document 
being  important,  I  give  a  translation  of  that  portion  which 
relates  to  the  Northumberland  possessions,  retaining,  how- 
ever, the  original  spelling  of  names. 

"■  IlAllONY    OF    I)K    VESCY. 

William  do  Vescy  holds  in  eliiof  of  tlio  lord  the  king, 

AuiiCM\ne,  Auneimuwo,  Dctuv^c,  llaulcoludl,  Bylton,  Lotobyro, 
Schipplingbothill,  Neuton  upon  tlio  Moor,  lloysaud,  Gyiiis, 
Kuggeloy,  Morewyc,  East  CliiviTi;^-to]i,  Great  lioutton,  Litrle 
Houtton,  lIo-«^'c,  lleniugtoii,  Iiok,  North  Cliarlotou,  South 
Cliarloton,  l^ilwedon,  15urnot(jn,  ]5atayll,  NGut(jn  on  tlio  Sea, 
Preston,  Tugliall,  Swinhou,  Nonham,  Cuuiyn,  Lukro  with  Jlopum 
its  liieud)er,  Ilothevistmi,  Spinlistau,  lM)dliill,  Ewrtli,  I)odington 
with  Neschit  its  nienibor,  ilortnu,  Turbcrvill,  llivsilrig,  Loum, 
Cliatton,  i'Vileberv,  Wetwod,  Caldemerton,  YherdUill,  An^orham 
with  liovoley  and  Ilortishevid  it.s  mombors,  l{audt)n,  TJatayll, 
Prendewio,  Alneliam,  Cliirmundisden,  Bidlisden,  Clenhill,  Ned- 
dorton,  Burweton,  Alwemtou,  Iletton,  Amboll,  Scharborton, 
Thirnum,  Sc'nenwood,f  Ilauekislawc,  Clievulingham,  and  Ilib- 
bm-n. 

Of  the  same  William,  Richard  d(3  IlauokohiU  holds  Ilauekohill 
by  one  fee  of  ancient  feoffment. 

Hervey  do  Bilton  holds  Bilton  by  one  fee  of  ancient  feoffment. 

Robert  do  Hilton  holds  Scluplingbeliill,  Nouton,  ITaysaud, 
Gynis,  and  Eenington,  by  two  foes  of  ancient  feollinent. 

lleynerus  Teutonicus  holds  Euggeley  by  a  fourth  of  one  fee  of 
new  feoffuient. 

Hxigli  de  Morewic  liolds  !^^orewyc  and  East  Chivington  by 
one  fee  and  a  half  of  ancient  (feoffment.) 

•  In  the  next  chapter  somu  account  will  be  given  of  these  tenuies. 
\   Screnwood. 
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Jolin  Ilavengs  liolds  Litlio  IloiiUfju  Tty  ono  fco  of  ancienk 
feofliuout. 

Adam  Ivvltaud  liolJs  TIowj-c  Ly  ono  i'.  u  ul  ,iii,,-ifiil  foofrmont. 

William  do  link  liulds  Kolc  by  half  a  foo  of  auuioiit  fcoH'incut. 

luig-or,  h-oii  of  Ralph,  liolds  North  Chaiietou  aud  Ilelherirttou 
by  one  feo  of  .ancient  feolFmunt. 

Simon  de  Lncro  holds  Lukor  uiih  Tlopimi  its  member,  Siith 
Charlcton,  and  Falwedt^n,  by  one  fee  of  anei(.mt  feoffment. 

AValter  Ijataiil  holds  liurneton  and  Preston  by  one  fee  of 
ancient  feoll'ment. 

John  de  Yiseouiit  Indds  Neutou  on  the  Sea  and  Yherdhill  by 
one  fi!0  of  ancient  feolfment. 

Roger  Carbunel  holds  ono  fourtli  part  of  Swinhou  by  ono 
fourth  part  of  one  fee  of  ancient  feolfment. 

David  Comyn  holds  Neidiam  by  liali'  a  feo  of  ancient  feoffment. 

Philip  do  la  Ley  holds  a  moiety  cd'  Spinlistan  and  of  I3odhill 
by  half  a  fuo  of  ancient  fooli'meut. 

William  de  C'oleville  lujlds  the  other  moiuiy  of  the  aforesaid 
vills  by  half  a  fee  of  ancient  fooli'meut. 

lianidf  iJrun  holds  three  parts  of  Kwrth  by  the  third  part  of 
one  fee  of  ancient  fe<)irmenl. 

llug-o  do  ]}(dbec  holds  l><idinyton,  "Wetwood,  and  Kosebit, 
l>y  one  fee  of  ancient  fuoHiiient. 

William  Turbervill  liolds  lloi'ton  b^'  lialf  a  fee  of  ancient 
feoli'ment. 

AVillianr  de  lAdebyry  holds  Polebyry,  Caldmerton,  and  Ilesil- 
rig',  by  one  fee  of  ancient  feotl'ment. 

( lilbert  de  numfi'amvill  Indds  Ahvonton,  Bidlisden,  Clenhill, 
Chirmundisden,  Scharbertoii,  Thinuuni,  Purwedon,  Neddirton, 
Paudham,  mid  .\ngorhiun,  In  two  fees  ol' aaili'p.t  lenHinenl,  and 
by  ono  gosshawk  (^(iWidttcnjii  sonini. 

AValtisr  Pataill  and  Thomas  Piiute  hold  Sc'ncnAvood  l\v  the 
third  ])a)'t  of  one  fee  of  ancient  feolfment. 

Robert  do  Clitford  holds  Hettou  by  half  a  feo  of  aricient 
feoH'ment. 

Robert  do  Muschamp  holds  Chevelingham  and  Illbburji  by 
free  marriage. 

The  heirs  of  Eustace  do  IManners  hold  Ijoimi,  excepting  t-\va 
oxgangs"'  of  baud,  by  the  thii-d  part  of  one  foe  of  ancient  fi'tilf- 
ment. 

Germaniis  de  Leum  holds  two  oxgangs  of  land  in  the  samo 
by  the  eighteenth  piart  of  ono  feo  of  ancient  feoifment.'' 

The  seal  of  William  dc  Voscy  is  a])pe]ided  to  liis  grant  to 
the  burgesses  of  Alnwick.  The  arms  are  described  in  a 
heraldic  roll  as  "  GouleS;,  a  ung  croix  patonce  d'argent" — 
Flafe  IV.,f<j.  1. 

*   See  note  p.  78. 
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JOHN   DE   Yi:SCY. 

Jolin  do  Vescy,  son  uutl  lieii-  of  William,  ^vas  born  on  the 
15tli  of  A\ij;ust,  l;2-i:l;  and  liciujif  only  ciyht  years  old  avIicu 
liis  father  died,  the  custody  of  the  lands  t(j  which  he  was 
heir,  and  of  the  castle  and  rnanur  of  Ahnvick,  was  cunimitted 
by  the  king  to  Peter  de  Savoy,  "  until  the  legitimate  heir 
was  of  age."  His  mother  Agnes  had  hir  her  dower  Tuggal, 
in  the  county  of  Northumberhnid,  and  the  li)rdshi])s  uf  .Mal- 
ton  and  Langtoa,  in  Yorkshire,  which  afti'r  her  decease, 
passed  into  the  custody  of  the  king. 

According  to  the  (•hroniclo  of  Alnwick  Abbey,  John  de 
A^escY  was  twice  married;  first  to  Agnes,  daughter  of  .Manfred 
Saluz,  '•who  "was  nursed  in  the  clunnber  of  the  queen  of  I'hig- 
laiul,  >vife  of  the  illustrious  Jlenry  HI.;'"  and  next  to  Lady 
Isabella  de  ]jeaunu)nt,  allied  to  tlie  [[ucen  of  England,  '•'  and 
this  Isabella  survived  him  and  did  many  good  deeds." 

l^'or  sonit!  years,  during  the  reign. of  Henry  III,,  friendly 
feelings  were  maintained  bet\v'(en  Enghind  and  .Scotland; 
and  in  1;249,  the  drst  series  of  "  border  l;i\v>; "'  providing  for 
the  administration  of  justice  and  regulating  the  inlercourse 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  border-lamls,  ^vere  reduced  to  'writ- 
in'^*  So  strong  win-e  these  feelings,  that  Avhcu  Scotland, 
during  the  minority  of  her  king,  was,  through  the  turbulence 
of  her  hnvless  nobles  reduced  to  a  st.itc  of  anarchy,  Henry, 
king  of  iMiglaiul,  was  re([uestod  to  lend  his  friendly  aid  to 
reslore  order  and  coutideuce  to  the  dist  racted  naiinu.  For 
(his  jiurpose  he  wi'ut  to  ibo  Scottish  border  in  l:,?-")-')  ;  and  on 
his  return,  rested  at  Alnwick  Castle  on  tl;e  :.'->rd  of  Se[)tember 
in  the  sanu-  a  ear,  when  he  left  full  powers  to  the  earl  of 
Gloucester  and  John  Maunsel  to  treat  and  conclude  in  his 
iianu'  \\i\\i  all  manner  of  Scots  persons. 

Tlu"!  feeble  character,  ca[)ricious  temper,  aiul  arbitrary  will 
of  Henry  III.  roused  the  l)arons  of  Knglaiul  to  rcbidlion. 
Headed  by  Simon  de  Montford,  the  great  carl  of  Leicester, 
they  wrested  the  power  out  of  the  king's  hands,  and  under 
the  regulations  called  '"  the  Oxford  Provisions,"  established 
a  council  of  twenty-four,  to  A\hom  in  effect  was  given  the 
government  of  the  kingdom.  The  indiscreet  exercise  of  their 
enormous  power  led,  howe\cr,  to  a  reaction  in  tlie  king's 
favour.  Civil  war  ensued;  John  di.'  A'escy  took  j)art  with 
the  barons,  and  his  name  Avas  sul)scribed  to  a  letter  sent  in 
li^Go  from  the  barons,  consenting  to  refer  the  dispute  to  tlie 

*   Some  nceotmt  of  tlase  lav«  \', ill  be  given  in  aiiuUier  cli;i))ter. 
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decision  of  the  king  of  Fi-ance.  At  the  battle  of  Lewes, 
when  the  royalists  were  overthrown,  and  the  king  and  his 
son  the  gallant  Prince  Edward  were  taken  prisoners,  a  Percy 
fouglit  for  th(?  king,  and  John  de  Vescy  the  lord  of  Alnwick 
on  the  side  of  the  barons.  The  power  of  Montford  and  of 
the  conncil  was  brought  to  an  end  by  the  decisive  and  bloody 
battle  of  Evesliam,  fonght  on  the  4th  of  August,  1265,  when 
the  earl  of  Leicester  and  his  son,  and  most  of  the  barons 
associated  with  him,  were  slain  ;  but  John  de  Vescy,  Avho 
fought  with  them,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.*  The 
fall  of  INIoiitford  was  deeply  mourned  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, by  whom  lie  Avas  regarded  as  the  great  champion  of 
freedom,  and  as  a  martyr  to  liberty.  Though  his  remains 
were  brutally  mutilated  by  the  royalists,  yet  were  tliey 
revered  by  the  people  as  sacred  rcHcs.  Long  after  his  deatli, 
he  was  spoken  of  as  "Sir  Simon  the  Higliteous."  John  de 
Vescy  his  friend  brought  with  him,  after  his  liberation  from 
captivity,  the  foot  of  tlds  sainted  hero,  and  deposited  it  in 
Alnwick  Abbey  ;  and  there  it  was  enclosed  in  a  silver  slipper, 
and  regarded  as  a  most  valuable  relic,  endowed  with  tlie 
power  of  miraculously  curing  diseases.  This  distinguislicd 
statesman  was  connected  by  property  with  the  district  around 
AhiAvick.  He  was  possessed  of  the  barony  of  Embleton,  and 
in  1257,  obtained  a  charter  to  hold  a  market  and  fair  at 
''Emeldon;"  and  in  1250,  a  charter  to  enclose  Shipley 
Avood,  which  was  within  tlie  forest  of  Northumberland. f 

After  this  royal  triumph,  the  estates  of  John  de  Vescy 
were  confiscated,  and  he  Avas  ejected  as  a  rebel  from  Alnwick 
Oastle  and  barony,  by  an  act  of  a  parliament  Avhich  met  at 
AV^inchester.  Enraged  by  this  punishment,  he  entered  into 
a  new  combination  Avith  other  rebellious  barons  in  the  north, 
and  by  force  seized  on  Alnwick  Castle  and  barony ;  but 
Prince  Edward  advanced  with  a  large  army,  laid  siege  to  the 
castle,  and  soon  reduced  John  de  Vescy  to  such  straits,  that 
he  Avas  compelled  to  yield  up  the  castle  and  to  throAv  himself 
on  the  clemency  of  the  prince.*     In  the  pipe  roll  Ave  ilnd 

*   Chron.  Rishanger,  p.  t?.  f   Cal.  Rot.  CarL 

J  For'hm,  1.  X.,  c.  20.  Wicke's  Chioii.,  p.  78.  A  reference  to  this  siege  in 
one  of  tlie  rolls  presents  a  sad  picture  of  the  lawless  condition  of  Northumberland. 
William  de  Duglas  was  charged  by  Gilbert  de  Unifraville,  lord  of  Redesdale,  and 
John  de  Ilerlaw,  of  giving  false  intellii^eiice  to  the  prince  in  the  siege  of  Alnwick 
Castle,  and  of  being  an  enemy  to  the  king.  Duglas  held  the  manor  of  Fawdon 
as  subfendatory  of  Umfraville,  by  service  of  half  a  knight's  fee  ;  and  I.'mfraville 


TYSON    AND    1)E    VllSCY    PERIOD.  77 

that  the  king,  by  writ,  ordered  fifty-three  marks  to  be  paid 
to  the  prince  towards  his  expenses,  when  in  the  north  besieg- 
ing^ Alnwick  Castle.*  John  de  Vescy  was  pardoned;  and 
liis  accomplices,  alarmed  at  the  resnlt,  abandoned  their 
rebellious  attempt.  In  the  following  year,  12GG,  the  *'  Dic- 
tum de  Kenilworth,"  sanctioned  by  the  king  and  parliament 
Avas  published,  in  which  more  lenient  terms  were  offered  to 
the  rebellious  barons.  John  de  A^escy  accepted  the  gracious 
offer;  and  on  the  payment  of  a  fine,  amounting  to  a  few  years 
rent,  he  was  restored  to  his  estates. 

Feeling  possibly  renmrse  for  his  turbulence  and  rebellion, 
or  influenced  by  the  chivalrous  character  of  Prince  Edward, 
lie  went  with  him  in  1;370  to  the  Holy  Land.f  As  a  crusader 
John  de  Vescy  held  an  honourable  position.  AVhen  Prince 
Edward  was  wounded  by  an  assassin  with  a  poisoned  weapon, 
he  stood  by  his  side,  as  tlie  skilful  chirurgeon  cut  away  the 
gangrened  flesh  from  liis  arm.+ 

On  his  return  to  England  John  do  Vescy  was  made 
governor  of  Scarborough  Castle.  In  the  8th  of  Edward  I. 
he  rendered  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  forty  librates  of 
lands  in  "  Alnemuc,  of  the  value  of  £10  ;  eleven  libi-ates  and 
ninty-six  acres  in  Swynhoe,  value  £11  8s.  Sjd. ;  eighty- 
seven  librates  and  one  hundred  and  eleven  and  a  quarter 
acres  in  Ilocton,  value  £87  9s.  od.  ;  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  acres  in  Seyton,  value  19s.  Id. ;  and  eighty- 
six  librates  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  and  three- 
(piarter  acres  in  Lessebury,  Aalue  S^S6  9s.  Gd."  These  were 
committed  lo  the  custody  of  William  de  Il)pel,  ''as  long  as 
the  king  pleased  ;"  and  they  were  afterwards  g)-anted  again 
by  charter  from  the  king  to  John  and  his  wife  ;  on  the  death 
of  John  they  were  resumed  by  the  king  and  then  again  be- 
stOAved  by  him  on  Isabella.^  These  lands  were  part  of  her 
dower.     This  record  shews  that  a  Uhratc  expressed  value,  or 

souglu  to  have  this  manor  to  himself,  which  the  prince  granted,  provided  he  couhl 
prove  the  charge.  But  after  an  investigation,  J~)uglas  was  prononnced  innocent, 
and  the  sherilf  was  ordered  to  restore  to  him  the  manor;  but  Umfraville  and 
Ilerlaw  sunt  one  hundred  enemies  of  the  king  from  Redesdale,  who  carried  otTall 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  Duglas,  and  nearly  cut  ofl'his  liead  with  a  sword.  These 
lawless  barons,  liowever,  escaped  unpunished  as  sulHcient  legal  evidence  could 
not  be  produced  to  prove  their  complicity  in  this  outrage.  Abb.  Plact.  Rot.  28, 
in  dorso. 

•  Pipe  Roll,  53  Henry  III.  f   Chron.   Hemingford,  1.  III.,  cap.  35. 

■'■_    ■  t   Knyghton,  p.  2438.  §   Cnl.  Rot.  Cart.,  &c. 
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as  much  Luul  us  was  A\ovtU  one  pound  yearly  ;  and  as  it 
i'uvtlier  appears,  that  land  in  this  district  was  then  worth  one 
])enny  per  acre  yearly,  a  lilirate  must  have  contained  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.* 

In  most  of  the  military  movements  of  tlie  time  .Tohn  de 
Vescy  took  a  part.  Kny^hton  says,  Kinf^  Henry  sustained 
o'reat  wars  in  Gascony  twice,  where  the  first  M'ar  was  moved 
hy  Uernard  de  Bleynes,  and  was  indeed  linished  ])y  .lolni  Vans 
and  .John  de  Vescy  at  that  time.f  Joliu  de  A'^escy's  last 
campaign  was  in  1288,  with  Edward  1.  in  France,  ^vlio  was 
engaged  in  hostilities  with  some  of  his  French  suhjects  ;  and 
he  died  while  there  at  Monnt  Pestnlan  in  Gascony.  Allan 
Ahbot  of  Alnwick  Abhi-y,  caused  his  hones  to  be  brought  to 
England,  and  they  ^v^^vc  buried  on  tlie  IvMkli  February,  1^88, 
with  great  honour  in  Alnwicic  Conventual  Cluirch.  J>y 
charter  he  endowed  lloln  Abbe} ,  and  he  coniirmed  all  the 
gifts  bestowed  by  his'  fiithcr  on  the  monastery  of  Alnwick; 
"  and  many  greater,"  charital)ly  sa}s  the  chronicler,  "  he 
would  liave  bestowed  on  iis  liad  he  survived  a  little  time." 

Previous  to  his  lime  the  Yescys  of  Alnwick,  were  barons 
by  tenure;  but  he  was  also  a  baron  by  v/rif,  as  he  was  so 
sunnnoned  by  the  king  to  tlie  paiHament,  held  on  the  14th 
of  December,  12G4,  in  the  49th  of  Henry  III. 


John  de  A'cscy  dying-  without  issiu',  his  brother  ^yilli.^u 
snccccHlcd  to  the  barony  ol' Alnwick  and  his  other  possessions. 

*"  This  foiifnins  tlie  accuracy  of  ilie  rcnileriiig  of Cowel  and  Dlonnt ;  "with  us" 
they  say,  "a  libiate  is  so  imicli  land  as  is  yearly  worth  twenty  shillings."  Skene 
says  that  a  lihrate  contains  four  oxLi'angs,  atid  every  oxgang  thirteen  acres;  but  this 
defiiiiiion  is  not  consistent  with  the  ascertained  acreage  ol' a  lil)ratein  the  Alnwick 
district.  In  England  the  oxgang  varies  i'roni  eiglit  to  thirty  acres;  and  unlike 
the  lihrate,  it  cannot  he  considcied  deinridant  on  value.  In  the  the  same  distiict 
■we  find  the  oxgang  diflering  50  per  cent.,  and  ralirig  hy  oxgang  was  abolished  in 
South  Durham  for  the  very  reason  that  the  oxgang  consisted  of  the  same  quantity 
of  acres  whether  the  land  was  good  or  had.  It  iias  been  suggested,  that  the 
customary  number  of  oxen  to  the  team  has  much  to  do  with  the  matter ;  where 
they  were  not  alternate,  the  extent  of  the  oxgang  would  he  much  less.  It  is  here 
presumed,  that  while  the  carucate  was  what  one  plough  could  cultivate  in  the 
year,  the  oxgang  was  the  suppc^^ed  capability  of  each  unit  of  the  team.  Sniheient 
pasture  fur  the  keep  of  the  oxen  was  probably  included  in  the  computation. 
Near  Darlington  certain  meadows  were  divided  into  o.v:,uing  ritfJits. 

t   Knyghton,  p.  '2120. 
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He  was  born  on  the  13th  of  October,  1245  ;  and  living  only 
nine  years  after  becomin*^  lord  of  Alnwick,  his  history  pre- 
sents few  facts  of  innch  interest.  lie  is  chiellv  memorable 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Scottish  throne  ;  as  tin;  hist  of  his 
family  corinected  with  Alnwick  ;  and  as  the  hist  baron  who 
fi'ave  property  and  j)rivileges  to  the  burgesses  of  Alnwick. 
]5y  his  so\'ereign,  however,  he  Av;ts  held  in  great  esteem  ;  in 
the  loth  of  Edward  I.,  he  -wus  appointed  justice  of  all  the 
king's  forests.  Subseqiu'iitly  he  Mas  made  a  justice  in  Ire- 
land, where,  throiigli  his  mother,  he  inherited  lands  ;  and  on 
the  death  of  his  brother's  wife  Isabella,  he  succeeded  to  the 
government  of  Scarborough  Castle.  In  the  years  lf294, 
1295,  and  1290,  he  was  em])loyed  by  the  king  in  the  Gas- 
cony^  Avars,  and  on  one  occasion,  lie  was  acconii)anied  liy  his 
son  John. 

The  fierce  manners  and  lude  juris])rudence  of  the  ])eriod 
are  curiously  illustrated  by  the  ])ro(ecdings  in  a  law  suit  to 
which  he  Avas  a  ]iartv  in  129-'h  W  bile  in  the  open  court  in 
the  city  of  Dublin,  (acting  as  I  suppose  as  judge)  he  was 
accused  by  John  Fitz-Thomas  of  ielony.  Wilh'am  de  A'cscy 
commenced  a  suit  against  his  defamer  at  Dublin,  before  the 
chief  justice  and  king's  counsel,  charging  him  Avitli  saying 
that  AVilliani  de  Vescy  had  solicited  Fitz-Thomas  to  join  in 
a  confederacy  against  the  king.  This,  Fitz-Thomas  denied, 
and  after  delivming  into  court  a  schedule  of  tlie  words  he 
had  used,  he  challenged  De  A'escy  to  a  judicial  combat  ;  and 
this  clialh'ng(>  was  ai'cepted.  The  king,  having  bi-en  in- 
formed ot'  th(\se  pi-oci'i'diugs,  connuanded  both  tlie  litigants 
to  appear  brfore  liim,  prepared  for  combat.  A\  illiam  de 
Vescy  came  at  the  appointed  time,  mounted  on  his  great 
horse  and  completely  armi^d  with  lance,  dagger,  coat  of  mail, 
and  other  military  accoutrements,  ready  to  enter  the  lists 
against  his  antagonist.  l-'itz-Tliomas  was  calh'd  but  did  not 
apjicar  ;  and  De  Vescy  then  denunuled  judgment  against  his 
defamer.  A  decision,  howe\  er,  was  not  then  given,  but  the 
hearing  of  the  case  was  adjourned  till  the  next  meeting  of 
parliament  at  Westminster,  lioth  barons  then  appeared  and 
the  case  was  fully  argued,  and  it  being  determined  that  no 
default  was  to  be  im])uted  to  Fitz-Thomas  for  errors  in  the 
proceedings,  both  ■[)arties  Avere  at  liberty  to  begin  ucav  actions. 
Fitz-Thomas  declined  to  revive  the  ([uarrid  and  submitted 
himself  to  the  king.  What  Avas  further  done  is  not  knoAvn; 
but  probably  the  king,  Aviser  than  these  turbulent  barons, 
was  imAvllling  that  a  trifling  quarrel  should  cause  bloodshed, 
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or  that  a  dispute  should  be  k^ft   to   the  uncertain  and  bar- 
barous arbitrement  of  a  duel.* 

William  de  Vescy  being  a  claimant  of  the  Scottish  throne, 
some  brief  notice  of  the  events  causing  him  to  make  that 
claim  is  required.  The  death  of  Alexander  III.,  by  a  fall 
from  his  horse,  in  A.D.  1286,  was  followed  by  deep  sorrow 
and  disorder  in  Scotland,  and  led  to  a  terrible  effusion  of 
both  Scottish  and  English  blood.  All  Alexander's  children 
were  dead,  and  his  only  descendant  was  Margaret,  the  infant 
daughter  of  Margaret  his  own  daughter  and  of  Eric  king  of 
Norway.  The  mother  died  soon  after  the  birth  of  her 
child.  There  was,  however,  a  happy  prospect  of  the  union 
of  England  and  Scotland  by  the  marriage  of  this  infant 
queen,  with  Edward  the  son  of  the  English  monarch.  But, 
alas!  Margaret  died  on  one  of  the  Oikney  islands  when  on 
her  way  from  Norway  to  Scotland.  Edward  I.  had  con- 
quered Wales  and  annexed  it  to  his  dominions,  and  it  Avas 
the  cherished  wish  of  his  heart  to  bring  the  whole  island 
under  his  sway.  This,  hoAvever,  he  could  not  now  effect  by 
honest  or  honourable  means;  th(>  pri/i-  was  glittf-ving,  and 
he  could  not  resist  the  temptation — and  t>.i  dlitain  possession 
he  resorted  to  deception,  finesse,  and  brute  force.  There 
was  no  near  heir  to  the  Scottish  throne;  and  in  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  hnv  of  succession,  it  was  doubtful  wlio  Avas  the 
true  heir.  Scotland  was  weak  and  torn  by  factions ;  but 
Edward  was  able  and  had  at  his  command  the  resources  of  a 
powerfid  kingdom — and  he  unscrupulously  clainuxl,  as  lord 
jnuiimount  over  Scotland,  the  right  to  decide  who  should 
sit  as  a  vain  pageant  on  the  throne;  for  he  was  deter- 
mined, whoever  might  be  nominal  king,  all  real  power  should 
be  exercised  by  himself.  There  were  but  three  candidates 
for  whose  claims  any  reasonable  grounds  could  be  urged  ; 
but  through  the  secret  management  of  Edward,  the  num- 
ber Avas  increased  to  thirteen,  with  the  intention  of  giving 
greater  complication  to  the  question  at  issue,  and  to  exhibit 
the  greater  necessity  of  referring  the  adjudication  to  him- 
self. One  of  these  claimants  was  William  de  Vescy,  the  lord 
of  Alnwick,  who  based  his  pretensions  on  being  a  descen- 
dant of  ]\Iargaret  an  illegitimate  daughter  of  William  the 
Lion,  king  of  Scotland.  In  Kymer's  Foedera  is  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  his  claim  : — 

''WiUiam,  king  of  Scotland,  was  the  father  of  King  Alex- 
ander, who  reigned  after  him. 

*  Dugdale's  Bar.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  98. 
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And  tlio  samo  Alexander  was  the  fatlior  of  Alexander  the 
Second,  who  reigned  afterwards,  and  niarrieil  Margaret,  the 
daugliter  of  the  illustrious  Henry,  Icing  of  England,  by  whom  ho 
had  a  daug-litor  Margaret,  who  was  afterwards  uaarriod  to  the 
Idng  of  Norway. 

And  the  Idng  and  (jiieen  of  Norway  had  a  daugliter,  whom 
thej'  called  Margaret ;  and  she  Avas  heiress  of  Scotland,  hut  siio 
died  without  issue  of  her  own  body,  being  a  minor  at  her  decease. 

Now,  the  same  William,  king  of  Scotland,  was  tlu)  father  of 
Margery,  the  sister  of  the  already  mentioned  King  Alexander. 

And  ]\Iargery  was  married  to  Eustace  de  Vesoy,  by  whom  he 
had  William  de  Vosey,  who  died  in  Gascony ;  and  the  samo  Wil- 
liam -^'as  father  of  John  de  Yescy,  who  died  Avithout  heu-s  of  lus 
OAvn  body;  and  William  do  Vescy,  tlie  brother  of  John,  new 
petitions  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  Ijeing  most  nearly 
alhed  l)y  blood  to  the  already  mentioned  Margaret,  who  died 
without  any  heirs  from  himself,  and  by  whose  death  the  kingdom 
ought  to  revert  to  William,  Avho  now  petitions  for  it  in  tliis 
manner." 

This  claim,  however,  was  frivolous,  for  Margery  was  illc- 
fptimate,  and  by  no  rule  of  succession  could  inlierit  the 
kingdom.  The  decision  of  EdAvard  in  favour  of  Ihiliol — 
the  enslavement  of  Scotland  for  a  time — the  heroism  of 
Wallace,  and  liis  infamous  execution,  belong  to  the  general 
history  of  the  kingdom. 

Alnwick,  during  the  period,  appears  on  one  occasion  in  the 
page  of  history.  A  few  weeks  ai'ter  the  battle  of  Stirling  in 
l!2i)7,  the  lunoic  Sir  A\'illiam  Wallace  led  his  forces  across 
the  borders ;  his  princi])al  reason  for  this  invasion  is  said  to 
have  been  the  extreme  deartli  and  scarcity  prevailing  in 
Scotland,  arising  from  in.clemcnt  weather  and  the  calamities 
of  Avar.  The  head-quarters  of  his  army  Avas  the  forest  of 
Kothbury,  Avhence,  as  from  a  centre,  the  Scots  spread  them- 
selves over  Northumberland,  killing  nuuiy  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  collecting  great  spoils.  Tliey  trampled  upon  and  Avasted 
all  Northumberland,  even  to  Newcastle,  and  continued  burn- 
ing and  plundering  from  the  feast  of  All  Saints  till  jNIartin- 
mas,  meeting  Avith  little  opposition  excepting  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  AbiAvick  Castle,  and  other  fortresses,  the  garri- 
sons of  AAdiich  sent  out  parties  to  attack,  and  cut  otf  the  rear 
of  the  marauders.* 

William  de  Vescy  died  at  Malton  at  the  vigil  of  St.  INIar- 
garet  the  Virgin,  in  the  year  1297;  he  Avas  married  to 
Isabella  Wells,  daughter  of  Robert  Perington,  and  Avidow  of 

*  Ilcmiiigfora.     Foidun,  1.  XL,  c.  29. 


82  HISTORY    OF    ALNWICK. 

Robert  Lord  "SYells  ;  and  by  lier  lie  liad  one  son  John,  "who 
Avas  born  on  the  14th  of  September,  12U9,  and  "wlio  died  in 
his  father's  lifetime  at  Conway,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1295. 
He  left  also  an  illegitmate  son  William. 

Though  there  may  be  much  in  tlic  conduct  of  the  De 
Vescys  of  which  our  modern  civilisation  may  disapprove,  yet 
judged  by  the  general  character  of  their  own  times,  Ave  can- 
not but  admit  that  most  of  them  were  great  men — historic 
personages — statesmen  as  well  as  warriors,  playing  prominent 
jDarts  in  important  national  movements,  and  leaving  an  im- 
press of  their  power  on  society.  Grasping  they  Avere  after 
gTcat  possessions — and  they  obtained  them  ;  the  croAvn  Avas 
indeed,  glad  to  confer  large  ])osscssions  for  large  military 
services,  though  royalty  Avas  sometimes  chagrined  Avhen  they 
Avere  rendered  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Tlie  Vescys  Avere  not 
miserly  OAvners ;  their  gifts  to  the  church  Avere  large ;  they 
shcAved  respect  to  the  ancient  rights  of  the  people,  to  their 
folc-lands,  though,  as  in  the  case  of  Alnwick,  confirming 
these  rights  under  ncAV  feudal  conditions ;  to  their  vassals 
they  dealt  out  the  lands,  of  Avhich  they  had  the  primary 
seisen,  in  a  liberal  spirit,  creating  or  confirming  over  the 
district  a  very  numerous  body  of  proprietors,  holding  lands 
A'aried  in  extent,  under  different  tenures.  This  may  have 
been  a  necessity  of  the  times ;  yet  it  contrasts  Avith  the 
condition  of  the  district  in  aftertimes,  Avhen  Ave  find  the 
greater  part  of  these  proprietors  had  been  swept  away. 

The  pedigree  of  the  De  Vescys  Avill  appear  hereafter,  along 
with  that  of  the  Percys. 
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With  William  do  Vcscy  the  reigu  of  the  Do  Vescys  over 
Almvick  came  to  an  end,  at  the  close  of  tlie  thirteen  tli  cen- 
tury. From  the  conquest  to  this  time,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  years  liad  gone  hy— forming  an  important  era 
hi  tlie  history  of  the  nation;  hut  at  its  close  the  feudal  system 
Avas  hreaking  u]),  the  connuuns  were  rising  out  of  honihige  ; 
the  reform  of  law,  initiated  hy  the  great  haruns  in  the  rcign 
of  John,  had  been  carried  forward  hy  Edward  the  English 
Justinian;  the  different  conflicting  elements  of  Avhich  the 
nation  was  composed,  had  been  nearly  fused  into  one  people; 
and  the  noble  composite  language,  which  the  English  now 
speak,  had  to  a  considerable  extent  assumed  its  peculiar  form 
and  character.  We  may,  therefore,  pause  here  in  our  general 
history,  to  notice  the  state  of  the  castle  of  Alnwick,  of  the 
town,  and  of  the  people  during  that  era. 

Undoubtedly  tlie  town  existed  from  the  earliest  period  of 
Norman  history  ;  and  from  the  phraseology  of  the  charter  of 
Henry  II.  to  William  de  Yescy,  it  may  be  inferred  that  a 
castle  was  there  Avhen  Yvo  de  Yescy  Avas  baron  of  Ahnvick.* 
Trobahly  he  began  the  Avork  ;  for  ayc  can  scarcely  suppose 

•  *'  Ad  teiiendiuTi  de  me  in  capite  Castrum  de  Alnewyco  ct  totuni  lionorem 
qui  fuit  Ivoiiis  de  "N'escl." 
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that  a  barony  so  extensive  as  Alnwick,  in  the  midst  of  a 
■warlike  and  hostile  population,  and  near  to  the  borders^  and 
exposed,  therefore^  to  foreign  aggression,  would  be  long-  with- 
out the  proteetion  of  a  Norman  stronghold.  Eustace  Fitz- 
John,  however,  eompleted  the  work ;  for  we  find  it  described 
in  1135,  "munitissimuin  castellum,"  a  very  strongly  fortified 
castle.  During'  the  Ue  Vescy  period  it  attained  its  greatest 
massivcness  and  strength;  and  covered  as  larg'e  an  area  of 
ground  as  the  present  castle.  Formed  according  to  tlxe  plan 
generally  adopted  by  the  Normans,  it  was  one  of  the  proudest 
and  most  important  strongliolds  of  the  period — the  dwelling, 
the  fortress,  th(;  prison  of  a  great  baron.  It  was,  liowever, 
not  tlie  earliest  Norman  castle  in  the  north ;  Durham  Castle 
Avas  built  by  the  conqueror  in  1072,  Newcastle  by  his  son 
Robert  in  1080,  Carlisle  by  llnfus  in  1092;  that  of  Norhara 
was  erected  by  Bishop  Flambard  in  1121. 

The  princi]ml  part  was  the  donjon  or  keep,  Avhich  in  most 
Norman  castles  in  England,  Avas  a  large  massive  square  or 
oblong  tower,   of  three   or   four  storits  height,   witli  small 
narrow  Avindows  and  Avails  of  innnense  thickness.     The  keep 
at  Alnwick   stood  on  an   elevated  mound  on  the  nortli  side 
of  a  bailey,  Avhich  was  as  large  as  that  connected  Avith  the 
present  castle,  and  Avas   enclosed   and  defended  by  a  Avail 
strengthened  at  intervals  by  mural  tOAvers.     The  area  of  the 
Avhole    Avas    a])out   five    acres,    and    Avould    aftbrd    sulRcient 
space  for  military  exercises.     A  ditch  defended  the  donjon, 
and  another  ditcli   llie  (Micircling  Avall.     As  in  the  present 
castle,   the   old  entrance   Avould    be   on   the   Avest,   carefully 
guarded  by  massive  gates  Avith  portcullis,  which  could  be 
dropped  on    any   emergency ;    and    this   defence   Avould  be 
further  strengtliencd  by  towers,  havin<^  the  various  contriv- 
ances of  the  age  for  annoying  an  assailant.    From  the  remains 
of  a  great  Norman  gateway,  which  seems  to  have  led  into  an 
inner  coiirt,  and  from  discoveries  made  by  Mr.  F.  II.  Wilson 
Avhile  the  castle  Avas  recently  in  course  of  restoration,  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  the  De  Vescy  keep  Avas  similar  in  extent 
and  arrangement  to   that  reconstructed  by   the   Percys.     A 
retaining  wall  of  Norman  masonry  Avas  found  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  ditch,  circling  round  the  kec]);  and  the  foundations 
too,  of  round   Ninman   towers   Avere  observed.     Tbis   keep, 
therefore,  diftered  in   some  respects  from  the  common  Nor- 
man type,  and  resembled  those  of  a  later  age,  in  being  com- 
posed of  a  series  of  rounded  toAvers  grouped  arouiul  an  inner 
(;ourt  or  Avard.     Here  lived   the   great  baron  and  his  family. 
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and  liis  principal  vassals ;  and  as  being  the  strongest  part  of 
tlie  fortress,  the  garrison  would  here  find  refuge  when  other 
defences  were  taken.  In  the  erection  of  such  strongholds, 
security  was  the  great  object  to  be  attained;  safe  this  castle 
may  have  been,  yet  it  was  a  gloomy  residence,  a  grim  build- 
ing, looking  stern  and  defiant,  and  boasting  of  few  of  the 
appliances  of  civilised  life ;  yet  Avithin  its  gi-eat  liall  the 
music  of  the  harp  and  the  song  of  the  minstrel  would  hush, 
for  a  while,  the  loud  and  boisterous  revelry  of  tlie  rude  feudal 
soldiery. 

Standing  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Aln,  on  a  kind  of 
peninsula  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Bow-burn  with  the 
river,  tlie  site  of  this  great  castle  had  some  natural  advan- 
tages. On  the  north,  the  river  with  its  liigh  steep  bank  was 
a  strong  defence ;  and  along  the  south  and  east  sides  ran 
the  13ow-burn,  which  though  but  a  tiny  stream,  yet  when 
swollen  Avith  rains  from  the  hills,  ruslied  down  with  a  force 
which  had  hollowed  out  of  the  sand  and  gravel  a  deep 
channel,  especially  on  tlie  eastern  side  of  the  castle.  This 
channel  was  converted  into  a  moat  or  ditch;  and  the  defences 
were  completed  by  an  artiticiiil  ditch  cut  between  the  Bow- 
burn  and  the  steep  bank  of  the  river ;  and  as  this  ran  along 
the  western  side  of  the  casile,  it  gave  an  additional  protection 
to  the  gatCAvay. 

This  castle  has  been  subject  to  so  mucli  destruction  by 
war  and  by  time,  and  to  so  many  alterations  and  renova- 
tions, tliat  we  cannot  expt^ct  to  find  nnich  of  the  Norman 
Avork  renuiining.  However,  some  jjortions  of  the  ])resent 
castle,  marked  by  even  courses  of  small  stones,  belong  to 
this  period  ;  the  lower  part  of  the  wall  between  the  Abbot's 
and  Armourer's  Towers  is  Norman  ;*  the  wall  from  the 
INjstern  to  the  Constable's  Towers  in  its  lower  part  is  Nor- 
man;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  wall  between  the  Chan- 
cellor's and  Kecord  Towers  in  its  lower  part  is  also  Norman. 
Possibly  some  portions  may  be  the  work  of  Yvo  de  Yescy  in 
the  early  part  of  the  twelfth  century.  Of  this  period,  how- 
ever, the  most  interesting  remain  is  the  archway  of  the  donjon 
or  keep,  Avhicli  is  semicircular  and  ornamented  Avith  rich 
zigzag  mouldings,  characteristic  of  later  Norman  architecture; 
and  indicating  that  this  Avork  had  been  done  by  Eustace 
de  Vcscy  about  the  year  1140 — I'lafc  V.,f(j.  1.      Distinct 

*  The  Armourer's  and  Falconer's  lowers,  togetlier  witli  the  Norir.an  wall 
connecting  them,  were  pulled  down  in  IStJO. 
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Norman  work  in  the  walls  at  three  points,  distant  from  each 
other,  prove  that  the  old  Norman  castle  had  the  same  ffeneral 
outline  as  the  present  one.     In  the  ground  plan — Plate  IV. 
f(j.  2. — of  the  castle  as  renovated  by  the  Percys,  tliose  por- 
tions which  are  of  the  Norman  period  are  marked  a. 

If  Alnwick  had  not  existed  in  the  Saxon  times,  the 
erection  of  this  huge  castle  would  have  caused  a  town  to 
spring  up.  Numerous  artisans  Avould  be  recpiired  to  carry 
on  the  works;  houses  would  be  built  for  tlieir  occupation; 
and  a  trading  community  located  to  suj)ply  to  them  the 
necessaries  of  life ;  while  again  the  cultivators  of  tlie  soil 
Avould  raise  their  humble  dwellings  under  tlie  protection  of 
the  stronghold.  Doubtless,  liowever,  tlie  collection  of  house- 
steads  forming  the  Saxon  vill  became  now  very  consider- 
ably increased  in  number,  and  raised  Alnwick  to  tlie  dignity 
of  a  toAvn.  It  was  still  an  open  town  witliout  defences  of  its 
own;  we  know  it  was  burnt  down  by  tlie  heartless  Ivin^' 
John ;  and  very  probably  it  sufiered  many  calamities  whicli 
are  not  recorded,  during  the  fitful  Avarfire  along  the  borders. 
Of  one  trade,  we  obtain  a  glimpse  from  the  public  records, 
which  indicates  that  the  town  had  become  important ;  in 
1181,  in  the  STtli  of  Henry  II.,  Yvo  Cut  of  Alnwick  paid 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  half  a  mark  for  selling  wine  contrary 
to  the  assize ;  and  John,  son  of  Ilobert  de  Lahil,  was  guilty 
of  the  same  offence  and  paid  the  same  pinialty.  Two  wiiu; 
nu'rchants  at  least  supplied  the  burge.-ses  of  this  earlv  period 
with  the  fruit  of  the  vine.*  We  learn  too  from  an  inquisition, 
that  there  was  in  lt29G  an  iron  foundry  or  forge  in  Alnwick 
held  by  Thomas  Bolt,  who  paid  for  it  to  Laurence  de  Sey- 
mour a  yearly  rent  of  twelvepencc.f 

*  Iviiig  John  in  1199  enacted  lliat  no  I'oilon  ^vine  be  sold  at  more  than  4d. 
and  no  white  wine  at  more  than  GJ.  iier  gallon,  and  that  inspectors  he  appointed 
in  every  city  and  borough  in  which  wine  was  sold.  Any  vinter  selling  contrary 
to  the  assize  was  arrested  by  the  slieriifand  his  goods  sold  on  behalf  of  the  king. 
The  merchants,  however,  could  not  bear  up  against  this  ordinance;  and  leave  was 
given  to  sell  a  gallon  of  white  wine  at  8d.  and  red  wine  at  O'd.  'Ihe  etlcct  of  this 
legislation  is  thus  quaintly  stated  by  Ilovedun — "and  so  the  land  was  filled  with 
drink  and  drinkers." 

t  Inquisition,  25  Edw.  I.  no.  13.  "  Inquisito  facta  apud  Neuton  per  praecep- 
tum  Domini  ilegis,  coram  Johanne  de  Lythegrayncs,  die  Mercurii  proximo  ante 
Dominicam  Palmamm  anno  regni  Regis  E.  xxv."  »«♦•**** 
"  Item  Thomas  Bolt  tenuit  de  proefato  Laurentio  [de  Sancto  Mauro]  unam  for- 
giam  in  Alnewyke,  et  rcddit  pei  annum  xij  denarios.  Item  operationescotariomm 
valenl  per  annum  xijd." 
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Of  tlie  houses  of  this  early  period  in  Alnwick  Ave  have 
no  remains  There  were  several  ecclesiastical  structures  ;  a 
chapel  Avos  within  the  castle,  which  was  served  by  a  resident 
chaplain,  Avho  in  the  year  1189, 1st  of  I\ichard  I.,  Avas  paid  by 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  thirty  shillings  and  fivepencc  for  his 
fee.  AluAvick  Church  Avas  in  existence  in  1147,  for  in  that 
year  it  was  granted  to  Alnwick  Abbey  by  Eustace  l^itz-John. 
Basements  of  ])illars  Avith  Norman  mouldings,  and  ])art  of  the 
chancel  arch  with  lozenge  ornaments,  belonging  to  this  ancient 
church,  have  been  recently  discovered.  The  tAvo  great  abbeys 
of  AliiAvick  and  Iloln,  and  the  hospital  of  St.  Leonard's,  Avere 
all  founded  during  this  period,  chiefly  by  the  piety  and  muni- 
licence  of  the  De  Yeseys. 

AluAvick  Avas  visited  four  times  by  King  John — on  the 
12th  of  Februarv,  1201  ;  on  the  24th  of  April,  (Fridav,) 
1209;  on  the  26th  of  January,  1213;  and  on  the  llth"of 
January,  1216;*  Henry  III.  Avas  at  Alnwick  on  the  2ord  of 
September,  1256  ;  Edward  I.,  on  his  Avay  from  Scotland  in 
1291,  Avas  at  Chatton  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  August,  and  at 
£  AluAvick  on  the  tAVO  folloAving  days,  AA'hen  he  issued  orders 

for  ])ayment  to  be  made  to  the  custodiers  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  and  granted  a  protection  to  the  earl  of  Athol;  he 
Avas  again  at  Chatton  on  the  loth  of  December,  1292,  and  at 
AluAvick  on  the  same  day,  Avhere  he  issued  orders  for  pay- 
ment of  the  farm  of  the  mills  of  Selkirk,  Peebles,  and  at 
Traquair ;  and  on  the  16th  he  Avas  at  Tnghalle.f 

To  slu>w  the  character  of  the  jiropcrty  held  in  Ahnvick 
and  in  the  barony,  and  the  names  of  the  princii)al  OAvners  at 
successive  ])eriods,  I  shall  give  accounts,  more  or  less  com- 
plete, of  various  inquisitions  made  by  royal  authority  on  the 
death  of  the  baron,  or  on  the  forfeiture  of  his  lands  by  treason. 
A  jury  in  such  cases,  muler  the  direction  of  the  king's 
escheator,  investigated  Avhat  lands  the  baron  possessed,  by 
what  tenures  held  and  their  value,  and  Avhat  the  true 
value  of  the  knights'  fees  and  of  the  advoAvson  of  churches. 
After  the  death  of  John  de  Yescy,  tAvo  of  these  inquisitions 
I'  were  made  at  AluAvick  in  1289  by  Thomas  de  Normanville, 

the  king's  escheator  beyond  the  Trent,  before  the  folloAving 
?;  jurors,  most  of  Avhom  attended  both  inquisitions  : — + 

•  Pat.  Rolls  Itin.  of  King  Jolin.  t   Rot.  Pcot.,  Vol.  I. 

X  As  these  have  heen  printed  in  Hartshorn's  Feudal  Castles,  I  do  not  give  the 
originals.  I  have  retained  the  original  spelling  of  the  names  of  persons  and 
places. 
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"RolDort  do  Gleintedono,  AVilliam  do  Ehviclco,  Nicholas  do 
Haiildiillo,  Thomas  de  Roclvo,  ITup:]!  de  Tynodelyo,  Robert  de 
Triclinj^tone,  John  Fitz-Payn,  Jolin  do  la  Greiio,  liobert  do  Fahi- 
done,  William  do  Doxfordo,  AVilliani  riilnuul,  Thomas  do  Ilay- 
eando,  John  dol  Claye,  Adam  do  Selii[)ilb()diIlo,  &c.  Those 
jurors  being-  sworn,  said  that  Jo1iu  do  Vosoy  diod  soizod  of 
The  castle  of  iVIuewiclce  and  appiirtonaucos,  viz. : 
129  acres  1  rood  of  land  iu  domcsuo,'--'  worth 

yearly, 6  18     -li 

20  bondmen  in  Alnowicho  and  Denewicho,  each  of 
whom  holds  24  acres  of  land  on  bondage  tenure 
and  renders  yearly  2  mavcs,f — sum,  .         .     26  13     4 

Of  the  same  bondmen  for  the  im|)rovoment  of  their 

lands,  with  the  exchange  of  Grynfen,  ,         ,       2  15     0 

Of  7  cotmen  yearly,  .         .         .         .         .         .090 

Of  the  farm  of  a  certain  mower  of  AlnoAvicke  and 

Denewiche,        .         .         .         .         ,         ,         .050 

Of  the  farms  of  free  tenants  in  Alnewicke  and  of  the 

burgesses  of  this  town,  Avith  three  water  mills,       61      0   12 
Of  the  rents  of  Holn,  to  wit,  of  arable  laud,  mea- 
dows, and  pastvu-es,  yearly,        ,         .         .         .     11   19     61 
Of  Swynloys  with  appurtenances,  in  all,  .  .      11   19     1 

The  simi  of  this  panel  is  £122  0  3.^. 
Of  the  vill  of  Hoiiton,  '  cum  cpuadam  frussura  rpnx) 
vocatur  le  Merum,'  pertaining  to  tJio  said  vill, 
to  wit,  demesne  lands,  bondagia,  cotlagia,  mills, 
meadows  and  pastures,  and  rents,  yearly,  .     92     7     4^ 

Of  the  vill  of  Lessebiry,  to  wit,  of  demesne  lands, 
bondaghi,  cottagia,  mills,  meadows  and  pastures, 

and  rents,  yearly, 82   14     3 

Of  Alnomue,   to  \nt,  of  the  rents  of  the  same  vill, 

and  of  toll  and  prisage,:]:  and  rents,  yearly,        .     30     0     0 
Of  Swynhow  and  of  rents,  yearly,  in  all,  '.         .968 

Sum  of  the  second  panel  £214  8  3^. 
Of  Chatton,  to  wit,  of  the  demesne  lands,  farms  of 
fi-ee  tenants,  of  bondagia,  cottagia,  and  of  mills 

and  rents,  yearly, 08   16     1 J 

Of  Alnoham  with  shealings  of  this  vill,  and  of  a 
capital  messuage,  demesne  lands,  farms  of  free 
tenants,  of  bondmen,  cotmen,  and  of  mills,  and 
of  rents,  yearly,         .         .         .         ,         .         .     51     7     6 
Of  land  in  the  vill  of  Wlloiu'o,  .         .         .         .       4  17     4 

Sum  of  the  third  panel  £125  0  11^^. 

*  The  dominium  or  demesne,  that  part  of  a  manor  which  the  lord  held  in  his 
own  hand,  and  which  was  in  part  cultivated  hy  jiis  bomluien  and  cotmen, 
\  A  marc  was  of  the  value  of  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
X  Prisage,  the  share  belonging  to  the  king  out  of  prizes  taken  at  sea. 
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Annual  rent  of  his  own  forest  of  Alnewielco,  nnd  of 

licrljage,  pannage, ''•'  and  ag-iH(inont,(-  .  .10     0     0 

PerquisLtes  of  the  courts  in  common  years,        .  .400 

Sum  of  tliis  last  panel  £M. 

8um  of  tlio  Avholo  £175   9  G^. 

The  following^  given  in  an  inquisition  made  on  tlie  7th  of 
May,  1289,  is  the  account  of  tlic  true  value  of  the  knights' 
fees  and  ecclesiastical  advowsons  : — 

Gilbert  do  Umframvill  holds  of  Lord  John  de  Yescj'  10  villa 
hy  service  of  two  knights'  fees,  rendering  yearly  2Gs.  8d.,  and 
they  are  worth  yearly  300  marks,  and  are  assigned  to  Lady  Agnes 
de  Vescy  as  her  dower.  John  Corayn,  holding  lands  in  Norfolk 
and  SuUblk  in  chief  of  the  lord  king,  holds  Neidiam  of  Lord  de 
Vescy  ]jy  service  of  half  a  kniglit's  fee,  and  renders  yearly 
Gs.  8d.  ;  and  it  is  worth  £40  per  annum,  and  is  assigned  to 
Lady  Agues  do  Vescy.  The  heirs  of  INfornwieke,  tenants  in  chief 
of  tlie  Iving,  hold  Mornwicko  and  Chj'vingtone  by  service  of  one 
knight's  fee  and  a  half,  and  render  yearly  20s.  ;  and  they  aro 
worth  yearly  £20,  and  aro  assigned  to  Lady  Agnes  do  Vescy. 
The  heirs  of  Folbiry  hold  Follebiry,  Ileselrige,  Oaldmartono,  by 
one  kniglit's  fee,  and  render  13s.  4(1.;  and  they  are  wortli  £40, 
nnd  aro  assigned  to  Lady  Agnes.  Thomas  do  Iiocko  liolds  IJocko 
by  half  a  kniglit's  fee,  and  renders  Gs.  Hd.  ;  it  is  wortli  £20  per 
anniun,  and  is  assigned  to  Lady  Agnes  de  Vescy.  The  heirs  of 
Bolbeko,  holding  of  the  king,  hold  Dodington  Avith  its  members, 
and  render  13s.  4d.  j^early  ;  and  it  is  wortli  100  marks  yearly, 
Ealfili  Fitz-Eoger  holding  in  chief  of  the  king,  holds  Chareltono 
and  Ivldorstono  by  ono  knight's  fee,  and  renders  yearly  13s.  4d. ; 
and  they  aro  worth  yearly  £40.  liobert  do  Hilton  holds  SchijnL 
bodillo  with  its  members  by  service  of  two  knights'  fees,  and 
renders  2Gs.  8d.  3'early,  and  from  increment  of  a  tenement  of 
Hugh  Libaud  in  liroketield,  1 1  ^d. ;  and  they  are  worth  1 00  marks 
yearly.  The  heirs  of  "William  de  Middletone  hold  Buruetone, 
Prestono,  Scran wode,  by  service  of  one  knight's  fee  and  one 
quarter,  and  render  yearly  17s.  O^d. ;  and  they  are  worth  £40. 
Robert  do  Locro  holds  Locre,  Chareltone,  Faludone,  Hoping,  by 
ono  knight's  fee,  and  renders  los.  4d. ;  and  they  are  Avortli  £12 
per  annum.  Nicholas  do  Hanckillo  holds  Ilanckllle  by  ono 
knight's  fee,  and  renders  13s.  4d.  yearly;  and  it  is  worth  £12 
yearly.  Ilervons  de  Biltone  holds  Biltono  by  ono  knight's  fee, 
and  renders  yearly  13s.  4d.  ;  and  it  is  worth  £13.  AVilliam 
Eibaud  and  Robert  ]\Lintalaunt  hold  llowicko  by  one  knight's 

•  Pannag'ium,  from  paissoii  (French),  pasture,  a  payment  for  the  right  of 
feeding  swine  in  the  lord's  forest. 

f   Agistamcntum,  a  payment  for  the  feeding  or  depastming  of  cattle. 

N 
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fee,  and  render  13s,  4d. ;  and  it  is  Avortli  £20  yearly,  Peter 
Harrang  liolds  Little  Ilouglitone  by  one  knight's  fee,  and  ren- 
ders yearly  los.  4d.  ;  and  it  is  Avorth  £\3  yearly.  Laurence  de 
Saint  Maurus  holds  Neiitono  un  the  Boa  and  Yerdille  Ly  one 
knight's  foo,  and  renders  yearly  13s.  -Id.  ;  and  they  are  worth 
£10.  William  de  Coleville  and  riiilip  de  lay  Leye  hold  Bodel 
(and  Spinnelstan)  by  .service  of  one  knight's  fee,  and  render 
13s.  4d. ;  and  they  are  worth  yearly  £30.  Morlce  de  Ewortlie 
holds  Ewortho  by  service  of  a  quarter  of  a  kuig-ht's  fee,  and 
renders  yearly  4s.  5id. ;  and  it  is  worth  £20.  John  do  Cainbou 
holds  Ilortono  by  lialf  a  knight's  fee,  and  renders  Gs.  8d.  ;  and  it 
is  worth  yearly  £10.  The  lieirs  of  llottone  hold  llettono  by 
Bervice  of  half  a  knight's  fee,  and  render  Os.  8d.  ;  and  it  is  worth 
£12  yearly.  Hugo  de  (Strother?)  holds  Ijyhum  by  one  quarter 
of  a  knight's  lee,  and  renders  yearly'  4s.  6.\d. ;  and  it  is  worth 
£12.  liiehard  de  Ijyhuni  holds  40  acres  of  land  in  the, same  by 
one  eighth  of  a  knight's  fee,  and  renders  yearl}^  9d.  ;  and  they 
are  worth  40s.  }'oarly.  Philip  Pitz-!Martin  holds  Eei'tewelle'*  for 
an  eighth  of  a  knight's  fee,  and  renders  yearly  23d.  ;  and  it  is 
worth  20s.  yearly.     Also,  (Henry  do  Swinho  ':*)  holds  24  acres  of 

land  in  Swynho,  and  renders ;  and  they  are  AVorth  yearly 

24s.  Also,  the  jurors  said  on  their  oath,  that  John  de  Yescy  liad 
no  advowson  of  any  church  in  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

These  inquisitions  and  the  Testa  de  Neville  shew  the 
f^Tcat  extent  of  the  barony  possessed  by  the  family  of  ])e 
Vescy.  It  eonsisted  of  sixty  manors,  cliiefly  lying  in  tlie 
3K'igliboinliood  of  Alnwiek;  but  tliough  held  directly  from 
the  king,  they  were  burdened  with  lieavy  charges.  There 
was  no  militia  nor  standing  army  ;  and  those  who  ])ossessed 
the  land,  Aveve  bound  to  defend  it  and  attend  tlie  kjjig  Avlieii 
at  war ;  for  every  knight's  fee  of  Avhich  they  held  possession, 
they  had  to  equip  and  maintain  during  war  a  man-at-arms  for 
forty  days.f  And  besides  obligations  of  fealty  and  service  to 
the  king,  they  were  subject  to  reliefs,  fines,  forfeiture,  aids, 
and  Avardships.+      No  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  barony 

*   Iloblicrlaw. 

f  According  to  llovedon,  in  A.]).  1181,  lliere  hnd  to  be  kept  for  eveiy  kiiiglit's 
fee,  a  cuirass,  heliiu't,  shield,  and  lance ;  for  every  tree  layman  liaving  in  chattels 
01  rental  sixteen  marks  yearly,  a  hauberk,  an  iron  head  piece,  and  lance  ;  and  for 
a  burgess,  an  iron  head  jiiece  and  lance;  and  these  arms  v.eie  neither  to  be  sold 
j>or  pledged. 

:}:  lieVief,  a  sum  of  money  paid  on  taking  possession  of  land  ;  the  amount  at 
first  arbitrary,  but  fixed  by  Magna  Charta  at  about  one  fourth  of  its  yearly  value  ; 
Jines,  paid  on  alienating  lands  ;  furftilure,  for  treason  or  other  crime  ;  uids,  paid 


CASTLE,  BAUONY,  AND    TOWN — DE    VESCY    PERIOD.  91 

liowevcr,  hatl  been  granted  l)y  the  lord  to  military  vassals, 
M'ho  reiuler(>d  for  their  lands  sin^ilar  services  to  the  haron, 
as  lie  did  to  the  king.  In  the  reign  of  EdAvard  1.  there 
were  twenty-six  of  these  suh-fendatories  in  the  barony, 
who  held  lands  varying  in  extent  from  one  eighth  part  of 
a  knight's  fee  to  two  knights'  fees ;  the  smallest  being 
Bertewell  (Ilobberlaw),  and  the  largest  Shilbottle,  held 
by  the  heirs  of  William  Tyson.  There  was  a  wide  dif- 
ference both  in  the  extent  and  vahie  of  these  several  knights' 
fees.  Forty  acres  at  Lyham  were  equivalent  to  one  eigh- 
teenth of  a  knight's  fee,  and  were  of  the  yearly  value  of  £2, 
so  that  according  to  this,  a  whole  knight's  fee  would  be 
seven  humlred  and  twenty  acres,  and  of  the  yearly  value 
of  £3G  ;  Hertewell,  containing  two  hundred  acres  of  laud, 
makes  a  knight's  fee  sixteen  hundred  acres,  and  onlv  £8 
yearly  in  value ;  Rock,  containing  two  thousand  acres  was 
half  a  knight's  fee,  and  valued  at  £20  j  Bilton,  with  one 
thousand  three;  hundred  and  forty-live  acres  Avas  a  whole 
knight's  fee,  and  valued  at  £18;  and  Ilawkhill,  with  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  was  also  a  whole  knight's 
fee,  and  valued  at  £13.  T'hc  value  of  a  knight's  fee  at  IJudle, 
Newton,  Ijruntou,  Fowberry,  and  Charlton,  was  £40  ;  in  two 
cases,  those  of  Newham  and  Eworth,  the  value  was  £80.  We 
find  that  it  Avas  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  baron  holding 
lands  in  capite  from  the  king,  to  become  the  subfeudatory  or 
vassal  of  another  baron;  John  Comyn,  a  tenant  in  chief  in  Nor- 
folk and  Su tlulk,  was  subleudatory  of  tlu>  ^'escys  for  Newham. 
As  the  king  retained  for  himself  numerous  manors  to 
support  his  dignity  and  power,  so  did  the  baron  of  Aln- 
wick retain  in  bis  own  hamls  demesne  lands,  chiefly 
around  his  baronial  residence ;  and  he  also  ])arcelled  out 
lands  to  various  persons  of  low  degree,  on  tenures  not  clogged 
by  military  service.  In  Alnwick,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  acres  and  one  rood  constituted  the  demesne  land  of  the 
baron ;  but  similar  lands  were  in  his  own  possession  at 
ITouton,  Lesbury,  Chatton,  and  Alnham.  There  were  only 
two  military  tenures  in  the  parish  of  Alnwick,  one  at  Berte- 
well or  Ilobberlaw,  and  the  other  at  Rugley;  the  otlier  lands, 
not  in  the  lord's  own  bands,  were  either  on  free  socage,  on 
bondage,  or  on  theinage  and  drengage  tenures. 

for  various  objects,  sucli  as  on  the  maaiage  of  tlie  king's  sons  and  daughters  and 
even  of  his  sisters,  or  for  the  king's  ransom  ;  wardships  of  lieiis,  a  somcc  of 
great  profit  to  the  king,  as  he  enjoyed  the  revcn\ies  of  the  lands,  and  couhl  obtain 
advantage  from  the  marriage  of  an  lieir  or  lieiress. 
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We  obtain  no  glimpse  in  Alnwick  of  serfs — the  true  slaves 
of  the  period,  who  had  no  interest  in  the  land,  and  who  could 
be  sold  like  goods  and  chattels.  Twenty  bondmen  Avere  in 
Alnwick  and  Dcnwick,  and  there  were  several  in  all  the 
various  vilLs  held  by  the  baron.  Their  bondage,  however, 
even  at  tlie  earlier  Norman  pei'iod,  was  but  of  a  modified 
kind.  They  held  lauds,  on  what  is  called  hondagiam  or 
bondage  tenure,  suthcient  in  extent  to  maintain  them  and 
their  families  ;  in  AlnAvick  and  Deinvick  each  had  twenty- 
four  acres  of  land.  Their  tenancy  was  subject  to  servile 
conditions  ;  they  Avere  originally  bound  to  plough,  reap,  cart 
dung,  and  perform  other  agricultural  operations  on  the  lord's 
demesne  lands.  At  first  the  impositions  were  arbitrary, 
depending  on  the  will  of  tlie  lord  ;  but  in  course  of  time,  the 
amount  and  kind  of  labour  became  settled  and  defined;  and 
ultinuitely  most  of  the  services  were  converted  into  a  money 
rent,  amounting  to  about  Is.  and  Is.  Gd.  per  acre.  Tliese 
bondmen  could  not  leave  the  barony  ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
the  lord  could  not  remove  them  ;  they  were  in  fact  attached 
to  the  land,  and  had  a  claim  on  it  for  support.  At  the  end  of 
the  De  Vescy  period,  not  only  arbitrary  exactions,  l)ut  forced 
labour  had  to  come  to  an  end.  Doubtless,  the  Alnwick  bond- 
men lived  in  IJondgate  Street,  to  wliich  tliey  gave  a  name  and 
the  field  of  liondgate,  mentioned  in  an  early  charter,  would 
be  their  land.     From  this  class  sprung  our  copyholders. 

Besides  these,  there  Avas  a  better  class  of  proprietors 
descended  tVoui  the  Saxons  and  surviving  the  concpiest, 
holding  lands  on  free  socat/c — a  ti'rm  probably  derived  from 
Soc,  (Saxon,)  a  franchise — with  full  power  to  dispose  of  their 
possessions.  They  were  subject  to  a  small  fixed  rent  pay- 
able to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  Av^hich  is  still  collected  yearly 
under  the  name  of  quit  rent,  from  burgage  houses  arrd  lands 
Avitliin  the  barony.  "The  farms  of  the  free  tenants  of  Aln- 
wick and  of  the  burgesses  of  the  town,  Avith  three  Avater 
mills,  amounted  yearly  to  £(31  Is.  Od."  According  to  the 
Testa  de  Nev'ille,  tlie  following  held  lands  in  free  socage 
tenure  in  "  Aunewyc  ;"  Simon  de  Ilorseley  half  a  carucate,* 

*  A  carucate  or  a  ploughlaml,  was  as  much  land  as  could  be  ploughed  and 
warked  with  one  plough  in  a  year;  it  varied  in  extent.  .According  to  Boldon 
Buhe,  it  contained  at  Farnacres  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  1 198,  five 
shillings  were  levied  on  every  carucate  or  hide  of  land  ;  lloveden  says  that  the 
surveyors  set  down  one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  eacli  carucate  of  laiid  in  cultiva- 
tion.    See  also  note  p.  78. 
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for  hiilf  a  marc;  German  de  Brockesfeld  one  carucate  and  a 
liulf,  for  half  a  marc;  Simon  the  l[untc-r  half  a  carucate,  for 
lialfamarc;  Stephen  l^'itz-Uobert  luilf  a  carucate;  Walter 
de  Prcudwick  eleven  acres,  for  the  tliird  ])art  of  one  ])ound  of 
cinnamon;  the  abbot  of  Alnwick  the  Grange  of  liecclive, 
(llecklcy) ;  Robert  de  Chilton  held  half  a  carucate  in  Deu- 
wyc,  for  half  a  marc  ;  and  Williain  the  P'alconer  held  half  a 
carucate  in  Lctcrbir  (I.esbury),  for  one  sparrow  hawk. 

A  conveyance;  of  one  of  the  messuages  in  Aln^vick  of  tlie 
date  of  about  I'^DO,  is  preserved  in  the  ])urham  Library.  Of 
this  interesting  old  deed,  which  is  much  shorter  than  a 
modern  conveyance,  the  following  is  a  translation: — 

"To  all  to  wliom  the  present  Avriting  may  coino,  Walter  de 
Qvi'ytill  g-reeting  in  the  Lord,  know  that  I  have  given,  granted, 
and  by  my  present  charter  have  confh-med  to  Thomas  de  Cliarle- 
ton,  fuller,  that  messuage  witli  ajjiau'tonances  in  Alnwick,  which 
I  formei'ly  bought  from  the  said  Tliomas,  as  it  lies  in  the  Naru- 
gate,  between  the  land  of  William  liatman  on  both  parts,  to 
have  and  hold  to  the  same  Tlionius  and  his  lieir.s  and  assigns  of 
the  chief  lord  of  the  fee,  as  freely,  qiiieth',  and  fully,  well  and  in 
peace,  as  I  for  some  time  liavo  liold  tlio  said  messuage,  so  that 
neither  I  nor- my  heii-s,  uuv  any  idic  in  my  name  may  be  able  to 
establish  I'iglit  or  claim  for  over  in  tlie  said  messuage  with  appur- 
tenances, in  testhuony  of  wliicli  thing,  I  have  put  to  tlie  present 
Avriting  my  seal,  these  being  A\-itnesscs,  the  lord  abbot  of  Alnewyk, 
AVilliam  t)f  Gosewick,  Lenc'dict,  (;onstable  of  Alnewyk,  John  del 
Gren,  William  Batman,  and  others." 

Of  another  ohl  ti-nnre  (Irc/u/dj/r  and  tJicitKhje  we  have  also 
traces  in  Alnwick.      Li  tlie  givat  Pipe  Ivoll  for  1187,  o4th  of 
.Henry  111.,  t be  sherili",  under  the  head  "De  teinis  et  drengis" 
accounts  for  £!-3o  18s.  -Id.  de  dono  of  Abnvick  ami  other  lands 
;,f  of  William  de  Vescy  ;  in  the  following  year,  £12  10s.  Od.  are 

'p  ^'^^*^  ^^  ^-'^'  "-^^^^^  ^"^"  fli^'  same;  and  in  ILJl,  under  "  Tallagium 

de  Drengis  et  Teinis,"  we  have — "  the  men  of  Alnwick  and 
other  lamls  of  William  de  Yescy  in  Northumberland  owe 
£12  lOs.  de  di)no."  This  tenure  was  coniiiuul  to  the  limits  of 
the  old  Saxon  kingdom  of  Northumberland;  tcinage  and  dren- 
gage  being  essentially  the  same  and  diilering  only  in  degree, 
the  latter  term  being  applied  to  the  holding  of  one  ])ropcrty, 
and  the  former  to  the  holding  of  more  than  one  ;  under  it, 
the  ptu-son  was  free,  but  the  conditions  of  the  holding  were 
servile ;  the  services  Avere  of  the  same  kind  as  those  of 
bondagium  though  less  in  amount,  and  not  necessarily  per- 
formed by  the  drcngh  or  one  of  his  family.     The  Avord  is  of 
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Danish  orig'iu,  from  dreogan,  (o  do,  to  Avork ;  the  Norwegian 
cahin-l)oy  is  still  calhxl  tlic  cahin-drotgh  ;  and  we  (jwc  to  it 
the  English  term  drudge,  Avhich  is  ajiplied  to  one  who  per- 
forms the  meanest  kind  of  labour.  Yetlington,  Cnllaly,  and 
the  half  of  Whittingham  were  held  under  this  tenure.  Sueh 
lands  were  not  subject  to  military  service,  but  to  tallages 
(crown  revenue  paid  by  the  king's  own  demesnes  and  of 
boroughs  and  towns);  to  hcriuts  (payments  in  lieu  of  the 
best  chattel  on  the  death  of  the  tenant) ;  and  mcrcJicU  (fines 
for  liberty  to  give  a  daughter  in  marriage). 

On  the  return  of  Ivhxard  I.  from  the  Holy  Land,  he  found 
that  during  the  feeble  reign  of  his  father,  the  rexenues  of  the 
crown  had  been  diminished  by  tenants  alienating  pro])orty 
without  license,  by  churchmen  as  well  as  laymen  usur])ing 
the  power  of  holding  courts,  of  exacting  fines  and  0]>pressing 
the  comuion  people,  and  claiming  rights  of  free  chase,  warren, 
fishing,  and  demanding  unreasonabh,'  tolls.  He  appointed 
commissioners  to  incpiire  into  these  abuses  ;  and  their  returns 
called  llottdi  Jlundrcdoruni,  give  curious  information  as  to 
the  ])0wer  and  privileges  of  the  baron  of  Alnwick.  The 
Alnwick  inquiry  was  made  in  the  20th  of  Edward  J.  before 
the  justices  in  Eyre. 

William  de  Vesci  was  brouglii  forward  that  ho  miglit  on  this 
day,  hero  shew,  by  what  warrant  he  claimed  ti)  liave  the  chattels 
of  felons  coiidoTuncd  in  his  own  coin-t  of  Alnow3'k,  gallows''' 
in  Alnewj'lv,  market  and  fair,  tumbrell, f  pillory,  toll,  correction 
of  tlio  ussi/o  of  bread  and  alo  bniken  in  .MniMvyk,  Clialone,  and 
Alnonmlho,  f'ru(>  (haso  in  Alnewyk,  Alueliiuii,  and  Cliatone,  and 
free  warron  in  all  his  doniosno  lands  in  tlio  yills  aforesaid,  and  in 
Iloiiton,  Lestebyryo,  and  Tliurghalo,  and  infangeuthef  through 
the  whole  barony  of  Alnewyk,  which  belong  to  the  crown  and 
dignity  of  the  lord  the  king,  without  the  license  and  consent  of 
the  lord  king  himself  and  his  progenitors,  &e. 

And  William,  by  his  atlorncy,  came  and  produced  a  certain 
charter  made  under  the  name  of  lord  llonry  king,  father  of  the 
present  lord  king,  to  a  certain  William  do  Yosci  lather  of  William 
himself,  whoso  heir  he  is,  by  which  the  same  lord  Tlunry  king 
grants  to  the  aforesaid  William  his  father,  thnt  he  and  his  heirs 
shoidd  have  for  ever  one  market  at  his  own  manor  of  Chattone 
in  the  county  of  Northmnborland,  weekly  on  Wednesday,  and 
one  fair  yearly,  to  continue  for  eight  days,  to  wit,  on  tlio  vigil 

*  Furca  ct  fosse,  in  English,  pit  and  gallows,  the  power  of  putting  to  death 
convicted  thieves  ;  men  hy  suspension,  and  women  by  drowning. 

\    Tumhrelliim,  a  cucking  stool  to  immerse  scolding  women  in  water. 
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nerone  market  at  AlnomutLe  o     i      hv^nrf.  r  f       -'"l^r 
thoso  tutci,  iu  hkZnlLtftP-^"^  ml.,s  court,  except 

w„o„„.  of '!,.r„s>V'Sa  a;,a :  ;rtr''-  'if„r^'^'- 

al«-ay6byameKian,o,,ta>,arotjw<Uciallvt  -^       "'  "  '™ 

tueft  a..a  .alio..  ^idii^tiJt;  ^^^^^  ^Ht:^:::^^^:':^^ 

t  Placit  de  Quo  Warranto,  p.  oS7 

o4«;!i«t';'T:r.Tf,"  ':i  '»i'«>f-"-f  •■*".  -.i, .,,„,„.„„„ 
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for  liiiusolf  and  men.  beino-  quit  in  tlinso  vilLs  of  fines,  amovcia- 

ments,  tallage,  Icstago,  stallage,  and  all  tolls,  and  ])as3ago.s  of  waya,  i 

bridges,  and  sea,  and  for  Laving  waifes,    fugitives,    and  felons'  ; 
goods,  and  assize  of  bread  and  beer  iu  tliese  vills.     He  claimed 
the  assize  of  bread  and  beer  from  antiquity,  and  the  other  libertie3 

from  a  charter  o7th  of  Henry  III.  confirmed  by  9th  of  luhvard  I.  ^ 

The  jury,  however,  found  that  since  these  charters,  the  Templars  -j. 
had  not  purchased  any  lands  in  these  towns,  and  woro  not  seized         •       ? 

of  waife  and  inganthief,  and  that  felons'  and  fugitives'  gduds  had  f 

not  been  allowed  in  the  Exchequer;  but  they  gave  verdict  that  '.^ 

the  Templars  had  enjoyed  the  assize  of  ale  from  anticpiity,  and  ^ 

the  other  liberties  froiu  the  date  of  the  charter.'^'"  % 

Property  In  Alnwick  was  licld  at  this  time  by  tlio  Knights  ^'V 

Templars;  but  after  the  dissolution  of  tlrat  military  order  in  ■& 

1311,  this  property  passed  into   tlic  luinds  of  the  knights  of  W 

St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  From  the  bounder  of  Alnwick  ^loor, 
it  appears  to  liave  been  to  the  Avcst  of  the  town,  for  tlic 
bounder  begins  "  at  the  head  of  CUayport  on  the  south  side 
at  the  west  nook  or  corner  of  tlic  dike,  being  late  the  lands, 
parcell  of  the  possessions  of  the  late  dissolved  house  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem."  Swansfield  is  described,  as  these  pos- 
sessions, in  one  of  the  court  rolls  for  1704.  The  prior  of  this 
order  claimed,  in  the  time  of  Edward  1.  the  same  privileges 
as  the  Templars  claimed  for  Alnwick,  in  a  number  of  towns 
in  Northumberland,  some  of  which,  as  Edlingham,  Abber- 
wick,  and  liolton,  are  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
this  town.  A  charter  and  prescription  were  ])h'adcd  for  these 
privileges,  n.ost  of  Avliich  were  allowed  by  tlie  jurors. f 

The  nmst  interesting  and  curious  relics  of  this  period  are 
the  three  charters  from  tlic  De  Yescys  to  the  burgesses  of 
Alnwick.  Of  these  I  shall  here  give  literal  translations. 
The  originals,  beautifully  Avrittcn  on  parchment,  arc  preserved 
among  the  muniments  of  the  corporation  of  Alnwick.  Tlie 
earliest  was  granled  by  the  first  AVilliam  de  "S^escy,  and  is 
"without  a  date,  but  must  have  been  made  between  the  vears  ^ 

1157  and  1185. 

"Bo  it  known  to  all  men  present  antl  to  come  seeing  or  hear- 
ing tliis  charter,  that  I  AVilliam  do  Yesci  have  gravited  and  by 
this  my  charter  have  confirmed  to  tlie  men,  ni}--  burgesses  of 
Alnowic,  to  hold  of  me  and  of  my  heirs,  they  and  their  heirs,  as 
freely  and  quietly  as  the  burgesses  of  Now-Castlo  hold  of  the 
lord  the  king  of  England,  and  also  to  have  common  pasture  in 
haydon  and  in  tho  moor  of  hayden.      These  being  witnesses, 

*  Placita  de  Quo  Warranto,  p.  596.  f  Ibid,  p.  oSS. 
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Walter  de  bolebec,  Eoger  do  Sliilovillo,  John  t]io  slioriff,  Rainald 
de  Kynebel,  and  maiiy  otliei-s." 

After  the  lapse  of  more  tliau  lialf  a  century,  the  second 
William  de  Vescy,  the  grandson  of  the  former,  confirmed 
this  grant,  but  gave  no  additional  privileges.  This  also  is 
without  a  date ;  but  it  must  have  been  made  between  the 
years  1226  and  1253 ;  for  at  tlie  former  date,  William  ob- 
tained livery  of  his  lands,  and  at  the  latter  date  he  died. 

"Lot  those  present  and  to  couio  know  that  I  WiUiam  do  Vosci, 
son  and  heir  of  Lord  Eustace  de  Vesci,  liavo  granted  and  by  tliis 
my  present  cliartor  liave  eonlirniod  to  my  burg-esses  of  xVhio^vic 
all  the  liberties  and  free  customs,  to  bo  licld  and  liad  of  mo  and 
my  heirs  to  them  and  tlieir  lieivs,  quietly  and  poacofuUy  for  ever, 
which  tho  lord  the  king  of  England  lias  granted  to  liis  burgesses 
of  Newcastle,  and  -^sdiich  they  freely  use.  And  also  tho  common 
pasture  in  Haydeno  and  in  the  moor  of  Ilaydeno,  descending 
and  ascending  by  Cohergato,  as  freely,  quietly,  and  peacefully 
in  all  things,  as  tho  charter  of  Lord  WiUiam  do  Vesci  my  grand- 
father, wliich  they  have  from  liim,  witnessoth.  -  In  testimony  of 
this  thing  I  have  to  tho  present  writing  put  my  seal.  Tliose 
being  witnesses,  tho  lord  II.  abbot  of  Alnewdc,  William  do  Vesci 
my  brother,  William  do  Furnival,  William  le  Latimer,  Eoger 
Eitz-Ral})li,  William  de  Losco,  Euduno  lo  Latimer,  Simon  do 
llorseley,  and  others." 

In  Plate  IV.,  fig.  1,  is  given  a  copy  of  this  charter  with 
the  De  Vescy  seal,  from  a  photogra])]i  taken  for  me  by  Mr. 
George  Potter. 

Tho  third  charter  was  granted  by  the  third  William  de 
Vescy,  tlio  son  of  tlie  second  William,  on  the  Sunday  after 
Michaelmas  in  the  year  lf390;  itcontirms  the  former  charters 
and  gives  additional  privileges. 

"  Let  those  present  and  to  come  know  that  wo  AVilliam  de 
Vescy,  brother  and  lieir  of  John  d©  Vescy,  have  given  and 
gi-antod,  and  by  our  present  charter  havo  confirmod  to  our  bur- 
gesses of  Alnowyke  aU  liberties  and  freo  customs  in  all  things,  as 
tho  charter  of  William  do  Vescy  our  father,  which  they  havo 
from  him,  fully  testifies.  AVe  havo  also  given  and  granted 
to  the  same  our  bm-gesses,  certain  pieces  of  land  in  tho 
field    of  Bondegato,    which    are    called   Stottefaldhalch  *    and 

•  This  may  be  read  either  as  StoUcfuldhalch  or  Scottcfaldhalch,  for  the  t  and  c 
are  very  much  alike;  the  former  reading  is  adopted,  as  more  probable,  because 
giving  a  better  meaning  to  the  compound  word  ;  which  comes  from  Stud,  (Dan- 
ish,) Stilt,  (ancient  Swedish,)  an  ox  or  young  bull ;  falced,  fald,  (Anglo-Saxon,) 
a  fold,  an  enclosure  for  sheep  or  cattle;  halch,  a  haugh,  a  northern  word  applied 
to  low  lying  lands  bordering  on  a  river  ;  it  is  the  haugh  whereon  was  the  oxen 
fold  ;  it  is  now  called  llesleyside,  from  the  hazel  bushes  which  grew  there. 
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Eanwellestrotliev--'  'O'ltli  all  tlieiv  appurtenances,  with  tlie  common 
in  ITaytlon,  and  wifli  all  privileges  in  Hayclonmoor  in  marshes, 
meailows,  and  pastures,  petarics,  turbaries,  and  heaths,  and  Avith 
all  their  other  appurtenances,  liberties,  and  privileges,  which  they 
were  wont  to  use  in  the  times  of  our  ancestors,  as  well  in  the 
forbidden  month  as  in  others.  And  1)0  it  liuown  that  in  the 
nortliorn  part  of  the  way  from  Boulton,  which  is  called  Boiilton- 
streto,  even  unto  tlie  path  which  is  called  Coliergate,  cultivation 
shall  by  no  means  be  made  by  any  one  before  it  is  pre-arranged 
by  us  and  the  said  burgesses,  which  cultivation  withiu  the  afore- 
said bounds  ought  to  be  made  for  our  advantage,  and  for  tho 
advantage  of  the  bnrgesses  thomselvos,  by  mutual  coiih^ent.  And 
tho  whole  ]iastiiro  there  shall  remain  for  us  and  the  biirgesses 
themselves  jointly  in  common.  In  testimony  of  this  thing  wo 
have  put  to  this  writing  our  seal.  And  to  another  writing, 
containing  a  counterpart  of  this,  remaining  with  us,  tlie  said 
burgesses  have  put  their  own  common  seal.  And  bo  it  known 
that  the  same  burgesses  and  their  heii-s  for  the  liberty  they  are 
to  have  in  Ilayden  in  tho  forbidden  month  Avith  their  animals, 
shall  give  to  us  and  our  heirs  yearly  two  shillings,  ono  half  at 
the  feast  of  Saint  IMartin  and  tho  other  half  at  Pentecost  for 
ever.  The  Avitnesses  being,  bi'othor  Alan  do  Staunford,  at  that 
time  abbot  of  AlnoAvyko ;  Sirs  Ivalpli  Fifz-Roger,  Robert  de 
Hilton,  Alexander  his  son,  Walter  de  Camhou,  at  that  time 
seneschal,  hnights ;  Nicludas  do  nauchill,  ITervy  de  Bilton, 
Robert  TIarang,  Thomas  de  Rok,  John  de  Middolton,  William 
lo  ^[essager,  and  others,  (xiven  at  Cattliorp,  on  tho  Lord's  Day, 
next  before  the  feast  of  Saint  ^Fichael,  in  tho  year  of  oiu-  Lord 
ono  Ihoiisand  two  hundred  ami  niiiet)'." 

At  the  time  of  the  last  grant,  1290,  tlic  burgesses  of 
AlnAvick  Avere  a  corporate  body,  for  their  connnon  seal  Avas 
attached  to  the  counterpart  of  the  charter  retained  by  the 
lord.  The  fine  ohl  seal,  used  to  give  corporate  autliority  to 
important  documents,  is,  I  believe,  the  same  as  that  Avhich 
the  burgesses  attached  to  the  De  Vescy  charter.  It  is  made 
of  brass,  and  tlu^  figures  are  very  deeply  engraA-en.  St. 
jSIichael  the  gu-.n-dian  saint  of  Alnwick  is  represented  killing 
the  dragon;  he  stands  in  a  stiif  attitiule,  Avith  his  Avings 
cxteiuled  ;  in  his  right  hand  is  a  spear  Avith  Avhieh  he  is 
piercing  the  dragon  beneath  liim  ;  and  in  his  left  is  a  shield 
on  Avhicli  is  the  cross  patonce  belonging  to  the  De  Vescy 
arms.     This  proves  that  the  design  had  been  formed  during 

*  Ban'jjcllcstrothcr,  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  from  ran,  a  wild  goat  or  deer  ; 
•wcall,  a  well ;  and  strothrr,  a  marsh  ;  tlie  well  in  the  marsh  or  bog,  frequented 
by  wild  goats  or  deer;   it  is  called  the  hog,  and  forms  part  of  Bog  Mill  Farm. 
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tlie  De  Vescy  period;  and  the  legend  around  the  seal,  ''Aln- 
wike  S:  Comune  Burgi  de,"  TJtc  co)ii)non  seal  of  the  horoiujli 
of  Alnciclclce,  is  in  letters  of  a  form  used  during  the  lliir- 
teenth  or  fourteenth  centuries.  To  letters  patent  to  gatlier 
a  collection  for  building  the  town  wall  against  the  Scots, 
the  same  seal  was  ap])ended  in  1473;  it  is  now  entirely 
broken,  but  in  1754  so  ninch  was  remaining  of  the  figure 
and  higend,  as  to  prove,  that  it  Avas  identical  with  the  one 
now  in  nse  ;  it  is  also  attached  to  a  petition  presented  to 
Lord  Ijurleigh  respecting  the  Grammar  School  in  1588. 

FIG.  II 
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The  pro])erty  belonging  to  the  corporation  of  Alnwick  was, 
ut  this  ])eriod,  extensive.  Besides  Stottefaldlialch  or  Hesley- 
side,  and  other  lands  eastward  of  the  town,  there  Avas  llayden 
or  Alnwick  j\Ioor,  Avliich  contained  three  thonsand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres.  An  old  thjcunient,  preserved 
among  the  corporate  archives,  gives  the  boundary  of  this 
moor;  it  is  entitled  "  A  Copy  of  the  Boundary  of  the  Forrest 
of  llayden,"  which  seems  to  have  been  made  in  1G47,  ibr  in 
that  year  one  shilling  and  fourpence  were  jiaid  ''for  the  copy 
of  the  bounder  of  the  moor."  Reference  is  made  to  it  in 
1669,  Avhen  the  four-and-twenty  of  the  borough  ordered 
"  Cuthbert  Chessman,  John  Falder,  and  ^MatthcAV  Alnwicke, 
to  repair  to  counsell  to  advise  in  our  tt)wnes  interest  as  to  our 
moor  and  other  privileges,  and  that  the  towne  shall  bee  at 
the  charge  of  such  suit  as  shall  be  necessary  and  advised  for 
the  maintaining  our  bounder  according  to  a  court  of  survey 
that  is  in  the  towne's  box." 
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"a  copy  of  the  boundary 
of  the  forkest  of 
Hayden. 

Alnwick, — 

Tiie  Burgesses  or  Burrowmen  of  tlio  To^^'ne  of  Aln-u'icke  have 
by  graiite  of  one  of  tlio  lords  uf  Aluwicke,  called  William  Lord 
Vessy,    Common  of  pasture   and  firoboot,   viz : — mooreleavo  of 
Turfe,  Peate,  and  bather  or  heath  in  a  largo  -N^ast  ground  called 
tlie  Forrest  of  Ilayden,  lying  nigh  and  ainyning  on  the  west  of 
tlie  said  borrow  and  towen  of  Alnwieke,  the  metes  and  buunders 
is  as  followeth,  viz. : — beginning  at  tlio  head  of  Chiy|)orte  on  tho 
south  side  at  tho  w^est  nooko  or  corner  of  tho  dike,  being  hite  the 
lands,  parcell  of  the  possessions  of  the  late  dissolved  house  of  St. 
John's  of  Jerusalem,  and  from  tlionce  goeing  southward  along 
tho  same  dike  which  goeth  aliout  Robert  Greene's  land  untill 
you  com  to  the  A\"all  or  palle  of  Grenesfield,  now  parcell  of  Caw- 
ledge  Parke,  and  soo  alongo  the  said  paJo  till  you  come  to  a 
kerne  of  stones  at  Cadmacrooke  gate,  and  soo  up  tlio  dike  west- 
wards to  Ileberlaw  to  the  C(jrnor  of  the  hoiiso  theird  fi-om  thenco 
along  the  dike  to  Eugley  loning  end,  and  up  the  within  at  the 
foote  of  the  longing  end,  and  soe  fare  as  the  ground  of  tho  dike  of 
the  Hall  garth  of  liugloy  gooth,  and  then  over  at  the  stre  loneiug 
end  to  tho  south  dike  nook,  and  thence  along  tho  said  dike  to 
St.  Margaret's,  from  thence  as  the  dike  and  wall  goetli  to  tho 
goeing  do^\Ti  to  Snopehouso  and  soe  downo  tho  said  dike  imtill 
you  come  to  mention  of  an  old  dike,  along  that  old  mention  to 
ano  old  house  sted,  from  thenco  right  out  southward  to  a  well 
called  1  Lesley  AN^ell,  as  tho  old  moncioii  of  a  dike  goolh  from 
thenco  right  southward  to  Swinaleu  foarde  in  the  booriic,  from 
tlienco  southwest  by  tho  forkings  of  the  boorno  right  up  to  an 
ancient  korne  of  stones  at  BoM'ton  Strote,  from  thenco  riglit  up 
to   another  kerno  of  stones,   from  thenco  to   another  kerne  of 
stones,    from  thenco  north   west   to    a    groat  round  hill,    from 
thence  b}^  kerno  and  kerno  to  tho  south  side  of  a  hill  where  a 
groat  thorn  tree  grew  between  two  great  cragges,  fi-om  thenco 
to  the  top  of  tho  hill,  and  soe  to  the  kerne  by  AVest  Bowten 
Streato,  and  soo  kerne  to  kerne  along  Bowten  Streat,  and  from 
kerno  to  kerne  eastward  ahjng  the  edge  of  the  hill  and  as  tho 
Avater  falleth  from  thenco  northwards  to  a  kerno  on  the  cast  side 
of  Oxen  Ileuglie,  and  from  thence  partly  northeast  to  one  korno 
above   Lamden   foote   roode,    from  thence  right  on  to  a   great 
kerno  on  the  west  nooko  of  tho  Twinlaw  hill,  from  thenco  north- 
ward as  the  water  falleth  from  the  top  of  tho  hills  along  the 
Eucdside  to  the  far  beacon,   from  thence  as  tho  water  falleth 
along  tho  top  of  the  hill  to  the  west  jacket  at  tho  west  end  of  the 
parko,  and  from  thence  eastward  as  tho  pale  and  wall  goclli  by 
north  of  Colicrgato  to  Freeman  G{ap,  and  soe  along  tho  said 
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parlce  wall  to  tlio  west  pavko  gate,  from  tlionce  as  the  wall 
loadotli  to  the  Quarrell  IlilLs,  to  Wykes  Well,  and  from  thence 
upon  tlie  west  side  of  the  said  hills  to  Stocken  dike,  and  soo 
along  tlie  said  dike  to  Canogate  longing,  and  from  south\\'ard8 
to  the  head  of  the  said  dike,  and  from  thonce  down  the  dike  to 
the  west  end  of  ratten  row  to  tlio  north  end  of  the  house  \\hich 
standetli  southwest  and  northwest  in  ratten  row,  and  fiom  thence 
to  the  hoorne." 

Thougli  this  extensive  moor  was  granted  and  confirmed 
by  charters  from  tlie  De  Vcscys,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that 
the  town  or  vill  of  Ahnviek  had  not  possession  of  it  from 
Saxon  times.  We  have  seen  that  these  moors  were  the 
remains  of  the  Saxon  folc-lands — the  C(jmmon  property  and 
inheritance  of  the  people.  Such  lands  for  long  after  the 
conquest  were  of  no  great  value  ;  and  no  extraordinary  gen- 
erosity was  exercised,  when  after  being  ruthlessly  seized, 
they  were  granted  back  to  their  original  and  proper  owners. 
A  mere  handful  of  rude  soldiers  could  not  use  all  the  vast 
possessions  they  had  conquered  ;  and  it  was  indeed  necessary, 
in  order  that  food  might  be  raised  for  themselves,  that  others 
should  be  permitted  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  send  their  cattle 
over  the  Avild  moor-lands.  'Ihe  native  population,  continuing 
to  hold  lands  nnder  the  old  free  tenures,  Averc  almost  com- 
pelled to  yield  them  up,  to  secure  the  protection  of  these 
powerful  Norman  barons ;  Avho,  however,  in  many  cases, 
re-grauted  them  on  modified  conditions,  assimilating  more  or 
less  Avilh  tlie  feudal  tenures,  l-'or  the  same  objett,  confirma- 
tion of  grants  Avas  sought  and  obtained  from  successive 
lords. 

Alnwick,  possessed  of  a  common  seal  and  holding  common 
property,  had  become  during  the  De  Yescy  period  a  compact 
borough  town  with  several  distinct  streets.  In  one  of  the 
charters  there  is  mention  of  Bundgate,  and  in  the  deed 
already  quoted,  of  the  Narugate — Avliich  are  tlie  Bond-Street 
and  the  NarroAV-Street ;  for  gate  is  here  used  in  the  sense 
of  street,  from  the  Danish  gact,  AA'hich  has  that  meaning ; 
and  it  is  still  so  applied  in  country  villages,  Avhere  Ave  hear 
such  phrases  as  "  Aav  saAv  him  in  the  toon  geyt."  Probably 
too,  the  trading  and  mechanical  community  Avere,  tOAvards 
the  end  of  the  period,  associated  in  distinct  guilds  or  com- 
panies, for  the  regulation  and  ])rotection  of  their  difiereiit  in- 
terests. We  find  Avine  merchants,  a  fuller,  and  an  iron  founder 
in  the  toAvn  ;  and,  if  not  at  this  period,  at  least  not  long  after- 
Avards,  the  fullers  or  Avalkers  occupied  the  Walkcrgate,  or  the 
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Fullers  Street,  near  tlie  river.  Tradition  says  that  Kini^  John 
gave  a  charter  to  Almvick,  "with  tlio  condition  that  evi-ry  new 
burgess  should  plunge  througli  a  pool  in  Ilaydcn  Forest,  in 
■which  royalty  had  been  hogged  on  St.  jNIark's  Day.  From 
time  immemorial  till  1853,  this  extraordinary  custom  "was 
kept  up  ;  and  its  traditionary  origin  is  strengthened  by  the 
record  of  his  progresses  northward,  which  states  that  he  rested 
at  Alnwick  on  the  2-lth  of  April  1209 ;  and  he  may  thelefore, 
at  this  time,  have  been  hunting  in  the  forest  of  Haydcn  and 
bogged  in  a  marsh.  It  is  possible  that  the  other  part  of  the 
tradition  may  also  be  founded  on  fact,  though  there  is  no 
such  charter  among  the  corporate  muniments,  or  among 
the  public  records.  Some  slight  confirmation  is  given  to  the 
idea  of  tlie  town  having  been  at  one  time  a  royal  borough  by 
payment  of  tallage  in  ll'Jl ;  for  such  taxes  were  imi)osed  on 
roy.il  lands  and  boroughs. 

We  have  seen  the  great  baron  living  in  rude  magnificence 
in  his  gloomy  castle,  attended  by  warlike  vassals  ;  we  liave  seen 
the  town  tenanted  by  persons  of  various  mechanical  or  trad- 
ing occupations,  and  the  difi^erent  grades  of  people,  living  in 
clusters  and  cultivating  the  soil,  scattered  over  the  district ; 
and  Ave  have  seen  too  rich  abbeys,  and  church  and  clnqiel,  for 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  district  ;  but  with  all  tliis 
external  glare,  what  was  the  general  condition  of  the  people  ? 
A  Aveak  sentimentalism,  illumining  the  past  Avith  reflected 
lights  from  the  present,  fondly  imagines  that  these  were  the 
good  old  times,  an  hen  there  Avere  i)lenty  and  h;q)piness  in  the 
land.  History  tells  a  sadder  talc.  The  baron  nursed  amid 
scenes  of  rapine  and  bloodshed,  Avas  generally  rude  and  un- 
educated, and  too  often  rapacious  and  cruel ;  and  his  armed 
vassals,  Avorse  than  himself,  Avere  the  tools  of  his  oppressions. 
The  soldier  alone  Avas  held  in  respect ;  mechanical  arts, 
trade,  conmierce,  and  hnv  too,  Avere  AicAved  Avith  so  much 
contcnnpt,  that  even  a  judge  Avas  denied  the  character  of  a 
gentlemen,  till  he  had  proved  his  descent  from  a  soldier. 
Castles  Avhich  noAV,  either  as  hoary  ruins  or  renovated 
palaces,  are  picturesque  objects  in  our  Fnglish  scenery,  Avere 
then  but  dens  of  robbers  ;  they  Avere  raised,  not  for  national 
defence,  but  to  overcome  and  oppress  the  native  population. 
The  learned  Madox  says  "  The  castle  Avas  usually  the  head 
of  the  barony  ;  it  Avas  the  honorary  part,  the  toAvn  Avas  a 
plebeian  or  inferior  ])art.  The  castle  might  be  compared  to 
the  grand  hall  of  the  barony,  the  town  to  the  store-room. 
Constables,  knights,  and  sergeants,  Avhich  Avere  in  castles, 
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(lid  use  in  former  ages  to  exercise  gi-eat  superiority  over  the 
towns  which  were  near  them,  and  likewise  over  the  adjacent 
countr)\  No  wonder  men  who  were  covered  with  steel 
should  domineer  over  hurg-csscs  and  peasants — the  armed 
over  the  unarmed."*  The  reign  of  Stephen  was  the  great 
era  of  castle  buihling,  when  every  baron  souglit  to  he  inde- 
pendent, and  raised  his  stronghold  and  maintained  his  hand  of 
armed  men ;  before  Steplien's  death,  one  thousand  one  lumdred 
and  fifteen  castles  had  been  built.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  ultimate  eftect  of  the  Norman  conquest  on  the  character 
and  progress  of  the  luition,  it  was  fur  centuries  the  box  of 
Pandora  from  which  many  evils  were  let  loose  over  the 
country.  Tlie  habits  of  warfare,  whicli  the  feudal  system 
fostered,  spread  abroad  misery  ami  checked  the  progress  of 
improvement ;  and  Northumberland,  from  its  ])osition  near 
the  border,  was  especially  unfortunate  ;  for  besides  sharing 
in  those  evils,  it  was  exposed  to  the  wild  sweep  of  Scottish 
inroads.  The  picture  of  the  period  drawn  by  the  Saxon 
chronicler  is  dark  and  revolting. 

"They  liad  done  homage  to  the  king,  and  sworn  oaths,  hut 
they  no  faith  kept.  All  bocanio  forsworn,  and  broke  their  allegi- 
ance, for  every  rich  man  built  liis  castle  and  defended  it  against 
him ;  and  they  filled  the  land  full  of  castles.  They  greatly 
opin-essed  the  ^Tetched  people  by  making  them  work  at  these 
castles,  and  when  the  castles  were,  finished,  they  tilled  them  with 
devils  and  evil  men.  There  tlioy  took  those  whom  they  suspected 
to  have  any  goods  by  night  and  by  day,  and  they  put  tlioni  in 
prison  for  "thoir  gold  and  silver,  and  tortured  them  with  pains 
unspeakablo,  for  never  wore  any  martyrs  tormented  as  tliese 
were.  They  hung  some  by  the  foot,  and  smoked  thorn  with  ford 
smoke  ;  some  by  their  thumbs  or  by  thoir  head  ;  and  they  lumg 
burning  things  on  thoir  feet.  They  put  a  knotted  string  about 
thoir  heads,  and  twisted  it,  tiU  it  went  into  the  bruin.  They  put 
them  into  dungeons,  wherein  were  adders  and  snakes  and  toads, 
and  thus  they  wore  them  out.  Some  they  put  into  a  erucet- 
house,  that  is,  into  a  chest  which  was  short  and  narrow,  and  not 
deep,  and  tlioy  put  sharp  stones  into  it  and  criished  the  men 
therein,  so  that  they  broke  all  their  limbs.  There  were  hatefid 
and  grim  things  called  Sachenteges  in  many  of  the  castles,  and 
which  two  or  three  men  had  enough  to  do  to  carry.  The  Sachen- 
tege  was  made  thus  : — it  was  fastened  to  a  beam  having  a  sharp 
ircn  to  go  round  a  man's  throat  and  nock,  so  that  he  might  no 
ways  sit  nor  lie  nor  sleep,  but  he  n^ust  bear  all  the  iron.  Many 
thousands  were  exhausted  with  hunger. 

*   Madox  His.  Exclieq.,  p.  IS. 


104 


HISTORY    OF    ALNWTCK, 


Tlioy  were  constantly  levying  an  exaction  from  tlio  to^nis, 
Avliich  they  called  Tenserio,  (a  payment  to  the  superior  lord  for 
protection, )  and  Avhen  the  miserable  inhabitants  had  no  more  to 
give,  then  plundered  they  and  burnt  all  the  towns,  so  that  well 
mightost  tliou  walk  a  whole  day's  journey  nor  ever  shouldost 
thou  find  a  man  seated  in  a  town  or  its  lands  tilled. 

Then  was  corn  dear  and  ilosh  and  cheese  and  butter,  for  there 
was  none  in  the  land — An'etched  men  starved  with  hunger — some 
lived  on  alms,  who  had  been  ere  while  rich;  some  fled  tlie  country 
— never  was  there  more  misery,  and  never  acted  lieathens  worse 
tlmn  these.  At  length  they  spared  neitlier  clairch  nor  cliurch- 
yard,  but  they  took  all  that  was  valuable  therein,  and  they 
bui-ned  the  chiu-ch  and  all  together." 


FIG.  12 


B.ise  of  a  pillar  of  the  old  Noinian  Cliurcli  at  Alnwick.     See  page  87. 
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CHAPTER  YII. 

BISHOP  BEK  AND  WILLIAM  DE  YESGY  OF  KILDAEE. 
EROM  1295  TO  1309. 

ALVIWICK  BARONY  GIVEN  IN  TRUST  TO  BEK  FOR  WILLIAM  DE  VESCY 
OF  KILDARE — BEK's  BREACH  OF  THIS  TRUST — HIS  LIFE — WIL- 
LIAM DE  VESCY  OF  ICILDAUE — CONVEY.Us'CE  OF  ALNWICK  BARONY 
TO  HENRY  DE  PERCY — INQUISITIONS — AT0N3 — CHARAUTER  OF 
THE   TR.VNSFER, 

William  cle  Vcscy  died  Avithont  legitimate  issue ;  bnt  lie 
left  one  natural  son,  a  minor  ;  -who,  from  having  been  born 
in  Ireland,  was  usually  called  William  dc  Yescy  of  Kildare. 
The  father  designed  that  this  son  should,  at  a  proper  time, 
inherit  all  his  honours  and  estates ;  and  in  his  own  lifetime, 
he  absolutely  settled  upon  him  and  his  heirs  the  manor  of 
Hoton  Bussell  in  Yorkshire,  in  which  wms  included  the 
barony  of  ^lalton  ;  and  appointed  Thomas  Plaiz  and  Geffrey 
Gyi)pesmere  as  his  guardians  ;  but  with  respect  to  his  great 
Nortlnunberlaud  estates,  "  he  did,"  says  Dugdale,  "  by  the 
king's  license  infeoff  tliat  great  prelate  Anthony  lieke,  bishop 
of  Durham  and  patriarch  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  castle  of  Aln- 
wicke  and  other  lands,  with  trust  and  special  confidence, 
that  he  should  retain  them  for  the  behoof  of  William  de 
Vesci  his  bastard  son  (begotten  in  Ireland,)  at  that  time 
young,  until  he  came  of  age."*  The  unprincipled  bishop 
basely  violated  this  trust,  and  kept  possession  of  the  barony 
of  Alnwick  for  twelve  years ;  and  irritated  by  some  slanderous 
words  which  he  had  heard,  that  William  de  Yescy  of  Kildare 
had  spoken  against  him,  he  sold  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1309,  the  castle  and  barony  of  Alnwick  to  Henry  de  Percy. f 
Bad   men  perpetrating  unjust    deeds,  like   the   wolf  when 

"  Dugdale's  Baronage,  II.,  p.  95. 
f  Scala  Chronica,  Lelaud,  I.,  p.  539. 
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seizin<T  on   the   lamb,  have    always    some   excuse   for   their 
ini(|iiity. 

JJek  while  he  hold  the  haroiiy  was  seldom,  if  over,  at  Aln- 
Avick  ;  and  there  is  little  in  the  piddie  reeords  to  eoiiiieet  his 
name  with  our  history.  Jfe,  however,  obtained  a  eliarter  in 
the  25th  of  Edward  I.  to  hold  a  market  and  fair  at  Ahnvick, 
to  have  a  free  wan-en  there  and  at  Alidiam  and  Tu<»hall.*  Of 
this  baron  of  Alnwiek  therefore,  little  aecount  need  be  given. 
He  was  the  son  of  Walter  Bek,  baron  of  Eresby  in  Eincoln- 
shire.  After  liein;!-  arehdeacon,  he  -was  enthroned  bishop  of 
Durham  on  Christmas  Eve,  1285.  More,  however,  a  soldier 
and  politician  than  an  ecclesiastic,  he  spent  most  of  his  life 
in  the  midst  of  courts  and  cam]>s.  ]>y  King  Edward  I.,  he 
was  employed  both  in  Scottish  and  French  transactions. 
Representing  royalty,  he  addressed  tlie  states  of  Scotland,  at 
Norham  in  121)2  ;  and  according  to  Foidun,  Edward,  through 
his  advice,  pronounced  in  favtmr  of  IJalioFs  claim  to  the 
Scottish  throne.  Tliis  bisho])  militant  led  the  second  line  of 
the  English  army  at  the  battle  of  Falkirk. 

Ilis  gi'asping  ambition  brought  him  into  conflict  with  both 
the  pope  and  the  king;  his  temporalities  Avere  seized  by 
Edward  I. ;  but  he  obtained  restitution  of  his  estates  from 
Edward  II.,  with  the  additional  dignities  of  sovereign  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  and  titular  patriarch  of  Jerusalem.  j\Iore  tem- 
poral ])Ower  he  possessed  than  even  "Wolsey ;  and  he  lived  in 
a  style  of  as  great  magnificence  as  that  great  cardinal.  His 
court  simidaled  royalty  ;  nobles  k?u>lt  before  him  when  they 
])referretl  ])etilions,  and  knights  waited  on  him  bareheaded 
and  standing.  Unscrupidous  and  ambitious  he  Avas  ;  but 
his  liberality  Avas  p^rofuse,  and  the  public  Avorks,  Avhich 
he  raised,  attest  his  munificence.  He  died  in  13G0,  leaving 
behind  him  immense  treasures. f 

William  de  Yescy  of  Kildare,  though  stript  of  his  North- 
umberland inheritance,  Avas  still,  on  accoimt  of  his  other 
estates,  an  important  personage ;  he  Avas  summoned  to  par- 
liament among  the  barons  of  the  realm,  in  the  sixth,  seventh, 
and  eighth  years  of  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  In  1800,  he 
Avas  returned  from  the  county  of  Lincoln,  as  holding  lands 
.  and  rents  in  capite,  or  otherwise,  to  the  amount  of  £-10  and 
iipAvards;  and  as  such,  lie  Avas  s\immoned  to  perform  military 

*   Cart.  2,  2J  Edw.  I.,  iii.  3. 

t  Full  accounts  of  this  singular  prelate  are  given  in  IIutc|iinsoii's  and  in 
Surtees'  Histories  ul'  Durham. 
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•service  against  the  Scots.*  Tie  did  not,  however,  enjoy 
his  estates  long;  fur  he  attended  liis  sovereign  at  the  battle 
of  Bannockburn,  so  fatal  to  Euglislimen,  and  was  slain 
there  in  the  year  1314.  Leaving  no  issue,  ^lalton  and  his 
other  manors  in  Yorkshire  passed  to  Gilbert  Aton,  who  was 
the  nearest  heir,  not  only  of  WilHani  de  Vescy  of  Ivildare, 
but  also  of  William,  the  hist  l)e  Vescy,  baron  of  Alnwick. 
Such  was  the  verdict  of  juries  at  an  incpiisition  hehl  at  York 
on  the  2nd  of  June  in  8th  of  Edward  II.,  and  at  another 
held  at  Lincoln.  Gilbert  Aton  was  descentk^l  from  Warin, 
the  brother  of  Eustace  de  A^'cscy.  ^Margaret,  the  only  daugh- 
ter and  heiress  of  AVariu,  had  married  Gilbert  de  Aton  of 
Aton  in  Pickering,  from  Avhom  descended  William  Aton, 
who  had  two  sons  Gilbert  and  William ;  the  former  died 
without  issue,  and  the  latter  succeeded  to  the  estates  and 
bad  a  son  Gilbert  de  Aton,  m  ho  was  thus  the  heir  of  the  De 
Vescys ;  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  when  the  inquisition 
was  made.  Sir  William  de  Aton  appears  in  1376  as  a 
witness  to  one  of  the  Almvick  Abbey  charters,  and  in  the 
same  year,  along  Avith  Lord  Henry  de  Percy  and  many  other 
knights,  he  dined  in  the  refectory  of  Almvick  Abbey,  when 
the  abbot,  Walter  de  lieppescotes,  gave  a  grand  entertain- 
ment to  the  nobles  and  commonalty  of  the  country. f  The 
Atons  assumed  the  name  and  arms  of  De  A'escy,  and  one 
of  them  afterwards  intermarried  with  a  Percy.  For  many 
generations  they  enjoyed  their  Yorkshire  inheritance;  but 
ullimalely,  ?^I:ilton  by  iiurrhase  canu^  into  the  possession  of 
the  family  of  Eitz-William. 

The  transference  of  the  barony  of  Alin\  ick  from  the  De 
Vescys  to  the  Percys  presents  but  an  unpleasant  picture,  and 
to  lighten  its  darker  colouring,  doubts,  by  some  modern 
writers,  have  been  thrown  on  some  of  the  facts.  The  deed 
by  which  William  de  "N^escy  infeoffed  Pek,  seems  now  not  to 
be  in  existence.  The  facts  of  the  case,  however,  appear  in  the 
Scala  Chronica,  which  is  pretty  nearly  a  cotem])orary  record  ; 
and  the  statements  are  repeated  in  subsequent  inquisitions  as 
miquestioned  truths.  The  deed  of  conveyance  by  Pek  and  a 
confirmation  of  the  same  by  Edward  II.  are  printed  in  Pymer's 
EoMlera.  The  bishop,  by  charter  made  at  Kenyton  on  the  19th 
of  November,  l-'JOi),  grants  to  Henry  de  Percy,  the  barony, 
castle,  manor,  and  vill  of  Alnwick,  with  vills,  hamlets,  mem- 
bers, advowsons  of  churches,  abbeys,  priories,  hospitals,  and 

*    Alpliabetical  Digest,  p.  887.  |-   Clironicle  of  Alnwick  Al)ljev. 
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chapels,  togotlior  -with  inlUs,  meadows,  woods,  lordships, 
demesne  lands,  villena<^es,  villans  Avith  their  families  and 
chattels,  knights'  fees,  homages,  rents,  services  of  free  men, 
wards,  reliefs,  escheats,  hundreds,  Avapentakes,  and  courts ; 
together  with  fairs,  markets,  warrens,  chases,  wreck  of  sea; 
and  in  addition,  all  lands  and  tenements,  Avhich  Isahella,  the 
wife  of  John,  de  Vescy,  and  Isahella,  wife  of  William  de 
Vescy,  held  in  dower  of  the  said  harony,  and  Avliich  were  on 
their  deaths  to  revert  to  Henry  de  Percy.  King  Edward  II. 
at  Shone,  on  the  2ord  of  January,  lolO,  confirmed  by  charter 
this  conveyance. 

After  the  death  of  Isahella,  wife  of  William  de  Vescy,  two 
inquisitions  Avere  held  in  8th  of  Edward  II. ;  the  first  found 
that  she  died  seized  of  estates,  Avliich  she  held  in  doAver,  of  the 
inheritance  of  Gilbert  de  Aton,  next  heir  to  William  de  Vescy; 
but  the  next  inquisition  found  that  she  held  in  doAver  in  the 
county  Avhen  she  died,  the  manor  of  Tughall  and  SAA-ynhou 
and  the  vill  of  AhiAvick,  Avith  the  mill  of  North  Charlton,  of 
the  heirship  of  Henry,  son  of  Henry  de  Percy,  Avho  is  under 
age  and  in  custody  of  the  king,  and  that  these  lands  and 
tenements  Avere  of  the  value  of  £120  yearly,  and  held  in 
capite  by  service  of  one  knight's  fee  ;  the  jurors  also  said  that 
Jolm,  son  of  Arnald  de  Percy,  Avas  the  nearer  and  legitimate 
heir  of  AVilliam  de  Vescy.*  In  1323,  Henry  de  Percy  i)aid 
a  fine  of  one  hundred  marks  that  he  might,  after  Isabella's 
death,  enter  on  the  fees  she  had  in  Catton,  Wooler,  and 
other  places. t 

Strange  it  may  seem  to  us,  that  this  disposal  of  a  great 
barony  should  luiA'c  been  permitted;  but  avc  must  remember, 
that  hiAv  as  yet,  held  no  supreme  dominion  over  great  men, 
especially  Avhen  the  throne  Avas  Aveak.  "  Norman  govern- 
ment," says  the  philosophical  historian  Ilallam,  "  rather 
resembled  a  scrand)le  of  Avild  beasts,  Avhcre  i\\(i  strongest 
takes  the  best  share,  than  a  system  founded  upon  principles 
of  common  utility. "+  EdAvard  II.  Avas  a  feeble  monarch,  and 
he  had  been  humbled  by  his  defeat  at  Bannockburn;  Avhilc 
on  the  other  hand,  Bek  had  almost  princely  poAver  Avithin 
his  palatinate,  and  Percy  Avas  one  of  the  greatest  of  northern 
barons.  Probably  enough,  EdAvard  AA'ould  be  glad  of  their 
support  on  any  terms ;  possessed  of  such  poAver,  and  Avith  but 
lax  notions  of  justice  and  honour,  these  northern  magnates 

*  Inq.  8  Edw.  II.,  n.  63.  f   Originalia,  17  Edw.  11. 

I  Hallam's  Middle  Ages,  III.,  p.  219. 
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would,  if  tlicir  proceedings  were  questioned  even  by  royal 
autliority,  more  readily  appeal,  like  the  earl  of  Warenne,  to 
their  SAvords  as  evidence  of  their  rights,  than  to  the  principles 
of  reason  and  justice.  There  must,  hoAvevcr,  notwithstand- 
ing the  bisliop's  conveyance  and  the  king's  confirmation, 
luivc  been  a  consciousness  of  wrong  committed,  and  of  a 
defect  in  the  title  to  the  barony ;  for  in  1324,  the  son  of 
Henry  de  Percy  obtained  a  release  from  Sir  AVilliam  Aton, 
the  heir  of  the  De  Vescys,  of  his  rights  to  the  barony  of 
Alnwick  on  payment  to  him  of  seven  hundred  marks  sterling. 


CHAPTEE  VIII. 


FIEST,  SECOND,  AND  THIRD  B.VI^ONS  PERCY— 
1309  TO   13G8. 


DESCENT    OF   TUE    TEECYS THE    L0VAIXE3 HENRY,    PITIST    BARON 

PERCY   OF   ALNWICK — MILITARY    CAREER    IN    SCOTLAND — OITOSI- 

TION   TO    EDWARD    II. TOMB    Of    ]ns    WIFE  —  PERCY    ARMS  — 

HENRY,   SECOND    BARON    PERCY — GRANT    OF   BEANLEY — .SCOTTISH 

WARFARE ALNWICK    CASTLE   BESIEGED BATTLE    OF    HALIDON 

HILL  —  GRANT    OF    JEDBURGH BATTLE    OF   NEVILLE's    CROSS 

john  coupland  —  plague grant  of  warkworth henry 

Percy's  avill  —  henry,  third  baron  percy  of  alnwick  — 
character — scottish  warfare  —  burnt  candlemas  — wark- 
worth hermitage. 

A  new  dynasty  in  1309  bcf^an  to  veigu  over  Alnwick ;  and 
natnrally  "sve  intj^uirc — who  were  tlie  new  lords  and  whence 
came  they  ?  Properly  speaking-  the:>e  lords  were  Lovaines  ; 
hut  descending  thvongh  a  female  irom  a  Percy,  they  had 
assnnunl  that  name.  The  early  history  of  L'ercy  has  shared 
the  fate  of  other  families  which  have  risen  to  distinction ; 
and  it  has  been  encnrabered  with  mar\  els  and  myths.  Eoth 
ancient  and  illustrions  is  the  descent ;  and  it  needs  not  to  he 
exaggerated  hy  the  false  glitter  derived  from  the  fictions  of 
the  poet,  the  legends  of  the  monk,  or  the  fanciful  blazonry 
of  the  herald.* 

Little  is  knoAvn  of  the  house  of  Percy  prior  to  the  conquest; 
yet  Pecris,  a  kind  of  poet  lanreate  to  the  fifth  Earl  l'ercy, 
gives  a  romantic  and  high  sonnding'  history  before  that 
period,  in  a  metrical  chronicle  written  by  him  for  the  earl  in 
the  sixteenth  century.     He  says  or  sings,  that  the  family  is 


t 


*  Hartshorn  takes  a  different  view:  "Little  short"  says  he,  "of  the  inspir- 
ation of  the  poet  can  set  (its  history)  forth  in  language  it  deserves."  I  prefer  the 
views  of  D'lsraeli — "  it  is  not  requisite  for  poets  to  he  historians,  hut  historians 
should  not  be  so  frequently  poets." 


FIRST,    SECOND,    AND    THIRD    BARONS    PERCY.  Ill 

descended  from  INIainfved  de  Percy,  Avho  Avent  from  Denmark 
to  Normandy  prior  to  Hollo's  conquest  of  it;  and  that  his  son 
Geffrey  joined  Hollo  in  his  expedition  of  911.  William,  a 
son  of  Geffrey,  Avas  made  earl  of  Caux  and  governor  of 
Normandy,  and  Avas  slain  hy  Hugh  Capet,  king  of  France. 
Geffrey,  his  son,  succeeded  him  ;  and  in  the  next  generation, 
the  honours  of  the  firmily  Avere  increased ;  for  William,  the 
son  of  Gefirey,  Avas  created  earl  of  Poictiers.  'Geffrey  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  had  issue  tAvo  sons,  William  and  Serlo  dc 
Percy,  Avho  came  Avith  William  the  Conqueror  into  England. 
All  this  is  A'ery  magnificent ;  but  it  is  entirely  a  romance, 
concocted  hy  imaginatiA'c  heraldists,  and  unsupported  by 
evidence.  We  knoAv  little  more  than  this,  that  William 
de  Percy — Avho  Avas  probably  a  younger  son — came  from 
Percy,  a  Seigneurie  of  the  Paynells  in  Normandy,  into 
England  along  Avith  the  duke  of  Normandy  in  1066.  For 
his  services  in  the  field  and  his  devotion  to  the  conqueror, 
he  Avas  richly  rcAvarded;  as  in  Doomsday  Book  Ave  fiiid  that 
besides  manors  in  Hampshire,  he  receiA'cd  fi-om  the  king  no 
less  than  thirty-tAA'o  lordships  in  Lincolnshire  and  eighty- 
six  in  Yorkshire;  from  Hugh  Lupins,  earl  of  Chester,  he 
obtained  the  lordship  of  Whitby.  His  baronial  possessions 
amounted  to  thirty  knights'  fees  ;  and  the  chief  seats  of  the 
family  Averc  Topcliff  and  Spoflbrd  in  Yorkshire. 

He  Avas  distinguished  by  the  cognomen  Le  Gcrnons,  As- 
gei'nons,  or  Ahjcrnon,  meaning  the  lohiskcrs.  An  abbey  of 
Benedictuie  monks  at  Whitby  a\  a.s  founded  by  him  on  the 
^.ite  of  the  ancient  monastery  of  Strenslialc,  Avhieh  had  been 
destroyed  by  Inguar  and  Hubba  the  Danes.  Wliile  in  the 
Holy  Land  fighting  for  the  cross,  he  died  in  10S6  at  jNIount- 
joy  near  Jerusalem,  Avhere  he  Avas  honourably  interred ;  but 
according  to  Peeris : —  -.  ■ 

'■  The  said  Percy's  heart  was  brought  to  England, 
According  to  his  request ; 
For  in  the  abbey  of  his  foundation  at  ^Vhitby, 
He  had  willed  it  to  rest," 

The  pretty  fancy  of  Bishop  Percy  as  to  tlie  origin  of  the 
crescent,  one  of  the  Percy's  badges,  is  not  accordant  Avitli 
known  heraldic  facts.  Of  this  first  William  Percy,  the 
bishop  in  his  ballad  of  the  hermit  of  Warkwortli,  says  : — 

"  Then  journeying  to  the  Holy  Land, 
There  bravely  fought  and  died  ; 
But  first  the  silver  crescent  wan, 
Some  Paynim  soMan's  piide." 
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The  crescent,  however,  docs  not  appear  among  tlie  early 
Percy  badges ;  it  is  first  seen  decking  the  pennon  of  tlie  first 
Earl  Percy's  seal  in  1400 ;  and  probably,  as  Mr.  LongstafFo 
suggests,  it  had  reference  to  the  earldom  of  Northumberland. 
The  old  Percy  arms  are  given  in  the  Harleian  Manuscript, 
692 — '■'Field  azure  JiDe  mill  jyyhes  or'"'  This  heraldic  device 
formerly  considered  mill-picks,  to  pick  or  pierce  with,  "  a 
mere  pun  perhaps  on  Percy  or  Pichot,"  are  now  regarded  as 
fusils  or  spindels.* 

William  de  Percy  is  said  to  have  married  Emma  do  Port, 
■whose  lands  he  had  seized — "  which  Emma  was  lady  of  Semer 
besides  of  Scarburg  afore  the  conquest  and  of  other  landes, 
William  gave  Syr  William  Percy  for  hys  good  service;  and 
he  wedded  hyr  tliat  was  very  heire  to  them,  in  discliarging 
his  conscience."!  By  her  he  had  issue  three  sons,  Alan, 
Geoff"rey,  and  Richard. 

Of  Alan  de  Percy  his  eldest  son  who  succeeded,  little  is 
known ;  his  name  occurs  as  one  of  the  "witnesses  to  a  charter 
granted  by  Henry  I.  to  Bardney  Abbey,  and  he  confirmed  ^" 

tlie  gifts  of  his  father  to  Whitby  Abbey  and  added  other 
donations.  He  married  Emma  Gaunt,  gi-and-daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Flanders,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons.     He  had  %i 

also  an  illegitimate  son  Alan,  wdio  fought  on  the  side  of  the 
Scots  at  the  battle  of  the  Standard;  and  adhering  to  David, 
the  king  of  Scotland,  obtained  from  King  David  gi'ants  of 
the  honours  of  Oxenham  and  Heton  in  Teviotdale,  where 
the  family  flourished  for  two  generations  and  then  died  out. 
The  ])edigree  at  this  point  is  obscure.  According  to  the 
Harleian  MSS.,  3648,  692,  &c.,  Alan  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  AVilliam,  who  was  married  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Everard 
de  Hoos  ;  and  William  was  succeeded  by  Richard,  Avho  had 
for  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  AVilliam  Brewers;  from  Richard 
and  Jane  descended  the  last  of  the  Percys,  William,  who 
married  Adelides  de  Tunbridge,  by  whom  he  had  six  children, 
all  of  wdrom  died  before  him,  excepting  Agnes  the  youngest. 
He  founded  the  abbey  of  Hampole  for  Cistercian  monks  in 
1133,  and  Salley  Abbey  in  1147.  He  fought  on  the  side  of 
King  Stephen  in  the  battle  of  the  Standard  ;  and  died  about 

*  Longstaffe's  Old  Heraldry  of  the  Percys,  p.  164— one  of  the  ablest  of  her- 
aldic dissertations,  marked  not  only  by  learning  and  acuteness,  but  by  a  manly 
independent  tone.  My  heraldic  notices  are  chiefly  guided  by  this  valuable  con- 
tribution to  Northumbrian  history. 

t  Harleian  MSS,,  No.  692. 
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the  year  11C6  Thus,  one  hundred  years  after  the  family 
had  settled  in  England,  the  male  line  of  the  Percys  became 
extinct,  and  their  vast  possessions  descended  to  a  temale 
'  A'Hies,  the  great  Percy  heiress,  in  about  two  years  alter 
lier  father's  death,  married  Joceline  de  Lovaine.  Connected 
with  this  union,  there  is  another  pretty  fiction  ;  before  her 
nni)tials  she  is  said  to  have  covenanted  with  Lovaine,  that 
he  should  either  bear  the  Percy  arms  and  omit  his  own,  or 
keep  his  own  arms  and  take  the  surname  of  Percy  to  hiuiselt 
and  his  posterity  for  ever.  The  following  lines,  under  her 
picture  in  the  pedigree  at  Sion  House,  record  his  decision  :— 

"  Lord  Percy's  lieir  I  was,  wliose  noble  name 
By  me  survives  unto  his  lasting  tame, 
,       ■      .         Brabant's  duke's  sun  I  v\'ed,  who  for  my  sake      ^ 
Retain'd  his  arms  and  Percy's  name  did  take.  ' 

Joceline  Lovaine,  however,  did  not  take  for  himself  the  name 
of  Percy  ;  nor  did  the  P.rabant  blue  lion  appear  in  the  1  ercy 
arms  till  the  time  of  lulward  L* 

Lovaine  had  a  distinguished  ancestry  ;  he  claimed  to  be 
descended  from  Charlemagne  ;  and  was  second  son  ot  God- 
frey with  the  beard,  duke  of  Prabant  and  count  ot   Lovaine, 
and  half  brother  to  Adelicia,  the  second  wife  ot  Henry  L, 
kino-  of  England.     Before  his  marriage,  he  was  styled  tlie 
broUier  of  the  queen  and  castellan  of  Arundel.     The  queen, 
on  whom  had  been  settled  the  county  of  Sussex  as  her  dower, 
o-ave  to  him  the  barony  of  Petworth— no  insignihcant  gitt, 
for  it  ^\as  estimated  at   twenty-two  knights'  lees;  and  this 
Pift  was  eontirmed  by  Henry  H.,  in  the  year  1108.     Joctdme 
died  some  little  time  before   lL)l,and  was  interred  at  1  et- 
worth.     His  wife  Agnes  died  iu  1195  ;  and  ot  her  the  1  ercy 
laureate  thus  sings :— "  Lady  Agties  among  her  elders  heth 
at  Whitliy      Upon  the  marble  stone  of  her  tomb  in  tlie  said 
Whitby,  under  which  buried  was  the  body  of  this  lady,  two 
verses  "in  Latin  be,  which  I  shall  English  as  1  can  or  1  tarther 
pass  :— '  In  the  feast  of  Saint  Agnes,  Agnes  Percy  lieti  here 
eu'n-aved:    and   they  both  agree  in  kind,  name,  and    ite. 
This  is  a  great  commendation,  and  a  token   that  this   lady 
was  of  virtuous  life  and  conversation." 

Henry,  his  eldest  son,  took  his  mother's  name  ot  i  ercy  ; 
but  he  succeeded  to  part  only  of  the  estates  held  by  his 
ftither.     In  6th  of  John,  he  had  livery,  on  the  death  ot  his 

*   Longstafie's  Percy  Heraldry,  p.  162. 
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inotlicr,  of  all  the  lauds  of  whicli  slie  "vvas  seizctl ;  and  in  the 
loth  of  John,  he  paid  seutage  on  fifteen  knightis'  fees,  whicli, 
however,  did  not  amount  to  half  of  what  his  fit  her  died 
possessed.  A  "-rcat  part  of  the  estates,  in(duding  the  manor 
of  Whithy,  had  passed  to  Iliehard,  the  third  son  of  Joecliiie 
Lovaino,  who  was  a  man  of  energy,  and  more  highly  dis- 
tinguished in  puhlie  aifairs  than  his  elder  hrothcr ;  as,  how- 
ever, his  issue  hecame  extinct  in  the  second  generation,  his 
estates  reverted  to  the  direct  line  of  the  Percy  family.  Henry 
Percy  married  Isahella,  daughter  of  Adam  de  r>rus,  and 
with  her  ohtained  the  manor  of  Lekinfield  near  Beverley  in 
Yorkslure,  which  for  a  long  period  Avas  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  Percy  residences;  it  was  held  hy  a  peculiar 
tenure — he  and  his  heirs  were  to  re])air  to  Sk(dton  Castle 
every  Cln'istmas  Day,  and  lead  the  lady  of  the  castle  from 
her  chamber  to  the  chapel  to  mass,  and  thence  to  her  chamber 
again  ;  and  after  dining  with  her  to  depart.* 

William  de  Percy,  son  of  Henry,  succeeded,  on  the  death 
of  his  father  and  of  his  grandmother  Agnes,  to  a  great  part  of 
their  possessions;  the  extent  of  these  is  shewn  by  the  scutagc 
paid  in  1;22;2,  when  he  Avas  by  s])ecial  writ  acquitted  for  fifteen 
kuights'  fees  in  Yorkshire  and  twenty-eight  in  the  honour 
of  Petworth  ;  and  these  possessions  were  increased  in  1244, 
when  he  had  livery  of  the  lands  of  his  uncle  Richard.  lie 
was  married  hi'st  to  Helena,  daughter  of  Lord  liardolph,  by 
Avhoin  came  the  lordship  of  Dalton  ;  and  next,  to  Joan, 
daughter  of  Williau)  de  liriMwr.  H(^  had  issue,  seven  sons 
and  four  daughters,  aud  died  in  12 lo,  and  was  buried  at 
Salley. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Henry,  who  in  33rd 
of  Henry  III.,  paid  a  fine  of  nine  hundred  pounds  for  livery 
of  his  lands,  and  that  he  miglit  marry  whom  he  pleased. 
He  was  busily  engaged  in  the  stirring  events  of  tliis  ])eriod. 
He  took  part  in  the  Avars  in  Wales  and  Scotland  ;  lie  sup- 
ported King  Henry  HI.  against  the  barons;  and  fighting 
stoutly  for  his  sovereign  in  12(54  at  the  battle  of  Lewes, 
he  had  the  misf)rtune  to  be  taken  ])risoner  ;  he,  however, 
soon  regained  his  liberty.  Ide  died  in  1272,  and  Avas 
interred  at  Salley  near  his  father — the  last  Percy  Avho  Avas 
buried  there.  l>y  his  Avife  I^leanor  he  had  three  sons  ;  but, 
William  and  John  dying  Avithout  issue,  his  great  inheritance 
devolved   on   Plenry,  tlie   youngest,  as   heir  to   his  brother 


•  Collins,  v.,  p.  321. 
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John;    and   this  Henry  first   links   the  history   of  Alnwick 
nitli  the  Percys.* 

HENRY,  FIEST  BARON  PERCY  OF  ALNWICX. 

Before  ohtalnin;,^  the  harony  of  Abnvick,  Tlemy  de  Percy 
M-as  lord  of  Topclitfe  and  Spoflord,  and  ])ossessed  estates  of 
enormous  extent  in  Yorkshire,  Sussex,  and  Lincohishirc ;  but 
"vvlien  Ahnviclv  harony  Avas  nnited  to  tliese,  lie  stood  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  territorial  barons.  Jle  Avas  a  minor  at  tlie 
time  of  his  fatlier's  deatli ;  and  he  obtained  livery  of  his 
lands  in  1:294,  when  he  came  of  age,  so  that  he  must  have 
been  born  about  th(.>  year  PiiTo.  Soon  after  his  majority  he 
accompanied  the  king,  "  well  fitted  with  horse  and  arms,"  in 
liis  wars  in  Gasc(jny.  In  129G  he  was  publicly  honoured 
with  knighthood  by  King  Edward  I.,  in  prer^ence  of  his 
army  which  Avas  drawn  np  in  an  extensive  field  gently 
slo])ing  towards  the  Tweed,  within  a  mile  from  Berwick  ;  and 
in  April  of  the  same  year  he  fought  xmder  the  leadership  of 
his  uncle,  hlarl  AVarenne,  at  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  when  the 
{Scottish  army  undei-  ]>ali(d  was  signally  di  featcd.  Scotland 
then  falling  under  the  I'higlish  yoke,  hklward  constituted 
Henry  de  Percy  governor  of  Galloway  and  Ayr.  Sir  M'illiam 
AVallace  soon,  however,  began  to  awaken  the  patriotism  of 
liis  countrymen  and  to  obtain  advantages  over  the  English. 
The  earl  of  ^Varenne  was  ordered  to  supjiress  these  popular 
risings  ;  and  he  sent  his  nepliew  (Henry  de  Percv),  and  Lord 
Clitlbrd  witli  an  army  into  the  A\est  of  Scotland;  and  tliev 
came  up  with  the  Scotlish  host  near  to  Irwiji.  Inferior  in 
numbers  to  the  English  and  weakened  by  internal  dissension, 
the  Scottish  army  surrendered  Avithout  a  battle  to  Percv  and 
Clifibrd,  on  the  condition  of  safety  to  their  lives  and  estates. 
The  heroic  AV^illace,  however,  was  not  a  party  to  this  sub- 
mission. Rewards  were  showered  upon  Henry  de  Percv;  in 
consideration  of  his  great  and  faithful  services  a  grant  was 
made  to  him,  by  the  king,  of  all  the  lands  in  Phigland  as  well 
as  in  Scotland  which  belonged  to  Ingelram  de  Baliol,  and 
which  had  descended  to  his  heir  Ingelram  de  Ilmfraville, 
then   in   rebellion    against   the    king.       After    this    he   was 

*  The  pedigrees  given  of  the  Percys  between  the  conquest  and  the  acquisition 
of  Alnwick  b.irony  are  confused  and  even  contradiclorv.  I  hive  endeavoured 
to  give  a  clear  and  correct  account  of  the  succession  ;  though  a  vcrv  brief  one, 
as  not  immediately  bearing  on  our  history. 
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repeatedly  engaged  in  the  Scottish  -wars.     Robert  Bruce  bad 
been  croAMicd  at  Scone  in   1300,  and  bad  again  roused  tbe 
valour  of  tbe  Scots,  "wben  Edward,  tbougb  feeling  tbe  decay 
of  age,  summoned  Henry  de  Percy,  and  other  barons,  to  enter 
Scotland  with  all  tbe  forces  of  the  northern  counties  in  the 
beginning  of  summer;    but  before  the  time  of  rendezvous 
arrived,  Ivobert  Bruce  was  defeated  by  Aymer  de  Valence  at 
Methven.     Ihuice,  however,  did  not  lose  heart,  tbougb  most 
of  bis  supporters  were  slain  or  scattered  ;  but  about  Michael- 
mas, appeared  in  Cantire  Avith  a  band  of  Irardy  foUoAvers, 
whence  he  sent  some  of  his  own  people  to  collect  the  rent  of 
his  lands  in  Carrick.     Henry  de   Percy  hastened  to  defend 
these  estates,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  by  Edward ; 
but  Bruce,  passing  the  Erith  from  Cantire,  surprised  Percy  at 
night,  slew  some  of  bis  men,  seized  bis  war  horses  and  plate, 
and  compelled  bim  to  seek  refuge  in  Turnberry  Castle,  where 
he  was  besieged  by  Bruce.     Edward,  receiving  intelligence 
of  the  danger  to  which  Percy  was  exposed,  sent  forces  to  his 
relief;  and  Bruce  being  unable  to  cope  with  them,  retired  to 
fastnesses  in  the  highlands.     This  Avas  one  of  tlie  last  acts  of 
tbe  infirm  king  of  England,  who  was   tbeii  afllicted  with  an 
incurable  disease,   under  A\bicb  he   sunk   at   Burgh-on-the- 
Sands,   on   the   5th   of  July,   1307,    when    making  anotber 
attempt  on  the  liberties  of  Scotbuul. 

Eor  some  time  Henry  de  Percy  appears  to  have  enjoyed 
the  favour  of  bis  new  sovereign  Edward  II.,  from  whom  he 
received  several  grants.  In  1311,  lu'  obtained  from  tbe  king 
tbe  custody  of  tbe  bisboprick  of  Durham,  with  tbe  castles, 
lands,  and  tenements  belonging  to  it ;  and  in  the  same  year 
he  had  the  custody  of  the  manor  of  Temple-Wereby,  belong- 
ing to  the  Knights  Templars,  who  were  charged  by  Pope 
Clement  Y.  with  being  guilty  of  apostacy,  idolatry,  heresy, 
and  other  sins.*  He  was  made  governor  of  both  Scarborougb 
and  Bamburgh  Castles  in  131^3.  Eor  a  time,  however,  be 
was  arrayed  against  bis  sovereign.  The  extravagant  attach- 
ment of  the  king  to  bis  favourite.  Piers  Gaveston  tbe  Gascon, 
tbe  honours  and  estates  he  heaped  upon  him,  conjoined  with 
the  rapacity  and  insolence  of  this  worthless  minion,  roused 
tbe  hostility  of  the  barons  of  England  ;  aiul  they  insisted 
that  Gaveston  should  be  banihbed  irom  tbe  kingdom.  Tlie 
weak  king  clung  to  bis  favourite;  but  the  barons,  among 
whom  was  Henry  de  Percy,  raised  an  army  and  advanced 


*   R}m.  Feed.,  Vol.  II,,  pp.  131,  153. 
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against  the  royal  party,  wlio  retired,  first  to  Newcastle  and 
tlien  to  Tyneniovith,  where  tlie  kiuf^-  and  Gaveston  enil)arked 
■with  a  small  retinue  aiid  proceeded  to  Scarborough  Castle. 
The  favourite  remained  there,  Lelieving  himself  safe,  until 
the  king,  who  went  to  York,  sliould  return  with  an  army  for 
liis  relief.  The  carl  of  Pcmhroke  and  Henry  de  Percy 
laid  siege  to  the  castle,  and  Gaveston  surrendered  on  caj)itu- 
lation,  Pembroke  and  Percy  pledging  tlieir  faith  that  no 
harm  should  hai)pcn  to  him.  The  barons,  however,  regard- 
less of  tliis  pledge,  doomed  him  to  be  beheaded  on  l^lacklow 
Hill,  near  to  Warwick  Castle.  Enraged  with  Percy  for  thia 
treatment  of  his  favourite,  the  king  ordered  his  esclieator  to 
seize  on  all  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  and  chattels  of 
Henry  de  Percy.  The  storm,  however,  was  for  a  while 
calmed ;  a  pacification  was  concluded  between  the  barons 
and  the  Icing ;  the  barons  on  humbling  themselves  before 
him  were  fully  pardoned,  and  tlie  property  of  Henry  de  Percy 
whicli  liad  been  seized  by  the  king  was  restored. 

Besides  adding  Ahnvick  barony  to  his  possessions,  Henry 
de  Percy  purchased  the  lordshij)  of  Corbridgo  in  Northuml)er- 
land.  Alnwick  Castle,  which  had  fallen  into  a  ruined  state, 
was  almost  rebuilt  by  him  in  tlie  style  of  the  period.  After 
spending  a  bustling  life  in  warfare  and  in  the  accumulation  of 
property,  he  died,  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  in  1315  (being 
then  only  about  42  or  43  years  of  age),  and  was  buried  in 
Fountains  Abbey.  "  In  Fountains  Abbey  lieth  he  before 
the  sacrament,  Avhich  abbey  he  endowed  with  great  lands." 

He  was  married  to  I'Ueanoi'  l''it/.-Al;in,  wlu)m  he  a])p()inted 
guardian  of  his  estates,  and  who  survived  till  13:,i8;  her 
shrine  in  Beverh^y  JNlinster  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  highly  finished  of  the  period — ''a  peerless  gem  of  flowing 
decorated  work."  Henry  de  Percy's  charitable  deeds  were  not 
notable;  he  found(.'d  a  chaiitry  for  two  priests  in  the  chapel 
of  Semar  for  the  health  of  the  soul  of  Eleanor  his  Avif(>,  and  all 
her  ancestors  ;  and  he  gave  to  the  monks  of  Salley  lands,  and 
the  advowson  of  tlie  cliurch  of  Gairgrave.*  The  chronicle 
of  Alnwick  Abbey  says  of  him,  that  "  he  was  a  magnanimous 
man,  because  he  Avould  not  suffer  injury  froni  one  without  a 
heavy  revenge,  and  so  strenuo\isly  governed  his  servants, 
that  they  were  feared  in  the  whole  realm  of  England."  In 
this  eulogy  we  see  only  the  dark  stern  a\  arrior.  He  left 
two  sons,  Henry  and  AYilliain ;  but  the  heir  being  a  minor, 

*   Dug.  Mon.,  I.,  p.  S42. 
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tlie  king,  on   the  30th   July,    lolJ^,  took  possession  of  his 
lands. 

Arms. —  Gold,  a  Hue  lion  rampant — Blue,  five  golden  fusils. 
Crest. — A  sort  of  fan,  not  peculiar  to  Pcix-y.* 

Here  "we  first  meet  Avith  the  hlue  lion  rampant  as  a  Percy 
device.  "It  is  possihle,"  says  ^Ir.  Loiigstaife,  "  that  the  lion 
was  assumed  in  remembrance  of  Joccline  of  Lovaine,  differ- 
enced from  the  cinctures  of  the  later  dukes  of  Erahant,  or  it 
might  be  only  indirectly  allusive  to  the  ducal  house  through 
the  lords  of  Arundel,  -who  descended  from  Queen  Adelicia 
and  perhaps  used  a  lion  in  reference  to  her  descent." 

HENRY,  SECOND  BAEON  PEECY  OF  ALNAVICK. 

Henry  de  Percy  "was  only  sixteen  years  of  ago  uhcn  his 
father  died.  His  career  Avas  distinguished  ;  and  he  a])pears 
to  have  been  a  man  of  greater  ability  and  higher  accomplish- 
ments than  his  father.  "  This  Henry,"  says  the  chronicle  of 
AluAvick  Abbey,  ''was,  beyond  all  liis  ancestors,  the  nu)st 
famous  and  powerful."  He  in  his  youth  always  displayed 
so  much  power  in  tournaments  and  exercises  with  the  lance 
as  to  attain  the  highest  honour.  Being  a  mii\or  "when  his 
father  died,  the  custody  of  Alnwick  Castle,  with  the  manor 
and  vills  of  Ahnvick,  Swynhou,  Tughall,  Alnham,  Denwick, 
and  Swynelochelcs,  were  connnitted  to  John  de  Pelton,  Avho 
was  constituted  constable  of  the  castle  ;  and  wlio  had  to 
maintain  forty  nuMi  of  arms  and  forty  liohLlars  iu  the  castle, 
against  Scottish  enemies  and  rebels. f 

Henry  de  Percy,  even  when  a  minor,  was  highly  favoured 
by  the  king.  One  year  after  the  decease  of  his  father,  he 
received  a  grant  of  the  lands  in  Northumberland  Avhich 
belonged  to  Patrick  Dunbar,  earl  of  ]Marcli;J  this  included 
Beanley,  which  Avas  held  under  great  sergeantr}' — a  tenure 
Avhich  Avas  not  subject  to  the  ordinary  feiulal  conditions,  but 
required  the  service  of  Inhorg  and  Iluthorg,  or,  as  otherwise 
expressed,  of  inborough  and  outborough  between  England 

*   Longstafle's  Percy  Heraldry. 

f  Abb.  Rot.  Orig.,  8  Edw.  II.,  Ro.  6.  Ilobelars  were  light  horse  soldiers — 
the  cavalry  of  the  border  land;  the  origin  of  the  name  is  doubtful ;  some  derive 
it  from  JioUlle  (French),  a  coat  of  quilted  stuff;  but  it  is  more  probably  from 
?iobin  (French),  a  little  short-maned  horse. 

I  Rot.  Lit.  Clans.,  8  Edw.  IT.,  p.  1.  m. 
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and  Scotland.  Several  explanations  of  this  service  have 
been  p^iven,  but  the  most  probable  is,  that  the  baron  was 
oblifved  to  bear  or  convey  the  royal  cornniuniealions  between 
the  two  kingdoms.  While  still  under  aj^e,  the  king;  gave  to 
him,  in  1318,  the  custody  of  the  castle  and  manor  of  Alnwick, 
willi  appurtenances,  for  the  defence  of  the  castle  against 
Scots  enemies  and  rebels,  Asdthout  anything  being  thence 
rendered  to  the  king.  In  this  year,  all  men  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  from  twenty  years  of  age  to  sixty,  in  the  country 
north  of  the  Trent  wore  sunnnoncd  to  resist  the  Scottish 
invasion.* 

Henry  de  Percy  obtained  livery  of  his  lands  in  13:2,'2;  and 
in  the  same  year  he  was  made  governor  of  I-'ickering  Castle, 
and  of  the  town  and  castle  of  Scarborough.  At  York,  in 
1324,  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood ;  and  for  this 
imposing  ceremony  he  was  supplied  with  apparel  out  of  the 
king's  ow]i  wardrobe. 

From  an  early  Y'criod  of  his  life  to  its  close  he  Avas  fre- 
quently engaged  in  the  wars  -with  Scotland.  Hepeated 
inroads  had  been  made  by  the  Scots  into  England,  and  all 
attempts  to  bring  about  ])eace  having  failed,  lulward  11. 
made  large  preparations  to  r(>pel  and  avenge  an  expedition 
led  by  liobort  J3ruce  in  13'iL' ;  tlie  warden  of  the  marches 
was  ordered  to  arm  all  the  horse  and  foot  of  the  border 
district,  and  an  English  army  marched  without  resistance 
as  far  as  l''dinburg]i ;  bnt  finding  no  adequate  supply  of 
provisions,  ihey  reluvut'd,  ami  iu  tlu'ir  route  spoiled  llulyrood 
and  jNlelroso,  and  burnt  Drybuvgli,  iu  revenge  of  similar 
atrocities  connnitted  by  the  Scots  in  l^ngland.f  David,  earl 
of  Athol,  was  afterwards  appointed  by  tlie  king  of  l^ngland 
head  warden  over  Northumberland,  and  Henry  Percy  was 
required  to  l)e  obedient  to  him,  and  to  keep  a  suflicient 
garrison  in  Alnwick  Castle.  Wearied  out  M'ith  these  inces- 
sant wars,  Edward  endeavoured  to  bring  them  to  an  end  ; 
and  in  1323,  in  effect  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
Scotland,  and  agreed  with  J^ruce  to  a  truce  for  two  years, 
lint  neither  kings  nor  truces  could  quell  the  turbulence  of 
the  border  insurgents;  and  to  such  extreme  distress  and 
fear  were  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland  reduced 
at  this  time,  that  they  entered  into  engagements  with  the 
Scottish  marauders  to  pay  a  kind  of  black  mail  to  be  free 
from  aggression. 

*  Tot.  Scot.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  190.  '  '  t   Fonlun. 
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Henry  Percy  gave  important  aid  to  the  queen  of  England 
and  Prince  Edward,  when  in  lo2G  they  sought  tlie  destruction 
of"  Spenser,  the  rapacious  favourite  by  whom  the  king  was 
led.  Percy,  with  his  forces,  joined  the  queen  at  Gloucester; 
and  this  service  bringing  him  into  favour  with  her  party,  he 
obtained  the  custody  of  Skipton  Castle ;  and  was  afterwards 
appointed  one  of  the  regency,  "  to  have  the  rule  and  goverji- 
nient  of  the  kingdom  during  the  minority  of  Edward  III." 

War  broke  out  in  13^6  between  England  anil  Scotland. 
The  Scots  enemies  and  rebels,  at  night  having  surprised 
some  castles  and  fortalices  in  Northumberland,  the  kinj; 
commanded  Henry  de  Percy  to  fortify  and  provisitjn  Alnwick 
Castle,  and  the  bishop  of  Durham  to  do  the  same  to  oiher 
castles  in  Northumberland.  Henry  de  Percy  undertook  to 
keep  the  march  towards  the  northern  part  from  the  14th  of 
February  to  Wliitsunday  with  one  hundred  men-at-arms  and 
one  hundred  hobelars,  and  with  his  own  men  as  many 
beyond  as  he  pleased ;  and  in  payment  of  this  service  he 
recei^'ed  one  thousand  marks.*  Percy,  however,  soon  found 
that  this  force  was  insufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  borders  ; 
for  frequent  raids  were  made  into  England  which  he  could 
not  resist.  To  meet  one  of  these  invasions  in  1327,  the 
young  king,  Edward  III.,  led  a  large  army  into  the  north; 
but  the  Scots,  under  experienced  generals,  passed  thro\igh 
desert  and  rugged  paths,  so  that  the  English,  who  attempted 
to  follow,  were  exhausted  Avith  toil,  hungei,  aiul  Avatching. 
('rossing,  under  the  skilful  guidance  of  Douglas,  what  was 
deeuu'd  an  impassable  bog,  two  miles  in  length,  the  Scots 
escaped,  on  a  dark  moonless  night,  to  their  own  country,  laden 
with  plunder.  Disheartened  by  their  want  of  success,  the 
English  army  Avas  disbanded.  Ever  on  the  alert  to  take 
advantage  of  the  carelessness  of  their  foes,  the  Scots  soon 
after  laid  siege  to  the  castles  of  Norham  and  of  AluAvick;  the 
former  Avas  taken,  but  the  latter  made  a  successful  resistance, 
and  three  Scotch  knights,  William  de  ]Montalt,  John  de 
Clapham,  and  jNlalis  de  Dobery^  Avith  some  others,  Avere  slain 
before  its  Avails. f 

All  attempts  for  a  lasting  peace  had  proved  abortive, 
mainly  because  the  king  of  England  Avas  uuAvilling  distinctly 
to  admit  the  independence  of  Scotland;  but  after  the  murder 
of  the  Aveak  and  unfortunate  sovereign  Edward  II.,  the  queen 
doAvager  and  her  paramour  INIortimer,  Avho  governed  England 

*  Rym.  Feed.,  II.,  p.  G88.  f  Foiduii,  1.  XIII.,  c.  12. 
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in  the  name  of  the  younf^  ^^i^o?  bccainc  so  odious  to  the 
people  of  Eii<^land,  that  they  found  it  necessary  to  ol)taiu 
peace  with  Srothuid  on  any  terms.  ]\>wers  were  therefore 
given  in  lo21  to  Henry  Percy  and  AVilUani  de  Zousche  to 
nef^otiate  a  Listing  peace ;  and  the  result  was  a  treaty 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  wliich  was  sanctioned  by  the 
])arliament  held  at  Northampton,  and  ratified  by  Edward  on 
the  4th  of  May,  1328;  the  claim  of  sovereignty  over  Scotland 
^yas  given  u])  by  England  ;  and  to  cement  a  cordial  union,  it 
was  agreed  tiiat  Joan,  the  sister  of  Edward,  should  be  married 
to  David,  the  son  and  heir  of  llobert  Jiruce.  The  interests 
of  Henry  Percy  were  not  neglected  ;  for  in  acccn-dance  with 
this  treaty,  he  had  restored  to  him  the  lands  and  possessions 
lie  formerly  held  in  Scotland,  and  of  "which  he  had  been 
deprived  during  the  Avars.  lie  was  appointed  one  of  the 
justiciaries  and  commissioners  for  causing  the  peace  to  be 
kept  along  the  borders  of  Northumberland;  and  it  was  part 
of  his  duty  to  perambulate  the  ancient  boundaries;  and,  in 
concert  with  men  from  Scotland,  to  revise  them  whensoever 
this  was  deemed  needful.  Not  long  after  this,  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1329,  died  Pobert  Bruce — a  great  man,  who  will  be 
held  in  honour  throughout  all  time,  for  the  valo\n-,  the 
wisdom,  ami  indomitable  fortitude  which  he  evinced  in  de- 
livering his  country  from  foreign  bondage. 

The  time,  however,  had  not  yet  come  for  a  cordial  and 
lasting  peace  between  the  two  countries  ;  and  a  cause  Avas 
soon  found,  after  the  death  of  Robert  Bruce,  to  o])en  again 
the  llood-gates  of  war.  Percy's  estates  in  Scotland  had  been 
restored  to  him;  but  those  of  Henry  de  IJeaumont,  Lord 
Wake,  and  others,  had  not  been  delivered  up.  These  poAver- 
ful  barons  sought  redress  by  endeaA^ouring  to  change  the 
dynasty  of  Scotland.  An  expedition  headed  by  Lord  Beau- 
mont, a  man  of  ability  and  cx])erience,  sailed  from  Ravenspur 
near  the  Ifumbcr,  to  the  Erith  of  Eorth,  Avith  the  avoAved 
object  of  placing  EdAvard  Baliol  on  the  throne  of  Scotland. 
The  English  forces  landed  at  Kinghorn,  and  achieved  over 
the  Scots  a  victory  so  nurrvellous,  that  it  apjiears  like  a 
romance  intruded  into  history.  A  little  English  army  of 
three  thousand  men  overthrcAV  a  great  Scottish  host,  and 
sloAV  thirteen  thousand  on  the  battle  ticld  at  Duplin.*  Baliol 
Avas  croAvned  at  Perth  on  the  24th  of  September,  but  his 
triumph  Avas  short  ;  his  throne  like  an  unsubstantial  dream 

•   llemingford. 
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rapidly  faded  away  before  the  end  of  the  year.  While  at 
Annan  in  snpposed  sccnrity,  he  was  snddenly  attacked  at 
the  dead  of  night  by  Ilandolplij  Douglas,  and  Frazer,  with  a 
chosen  band  of  a  thoiLsand  men,  and  he  was  coni])('lled  to  flee 
half  naked  on  a  horse  without  a  saddle,  across  the  Solway 
Sands  to  seek  refuge  in  England,  leaving  his.  brother  Henry 
dead  behind  him. 

Secretly  had  the  king  of  England  countenanced  this  aggres- 
sion upon  Scotland ;   and  its  partial  suc(;ess  awakened  his 
ambition,  to  achieve  what  his  grandfatlier  nearly  accomplished 
— the  supremacy  of  England  over  Scotland.     Some  Scottish 
raids  across   the  borders  gave   a  colourable   pretext  to  his 
leading  a  powerful  army  into  Scotland.    In  1333  he  besieged 
Berwick,  but  a  Scottish  army  came  to  its  relief.     A  battle 
was  fouglit  at  Ilalidon  Hill  near  lierwick,  where  the  Scots 
were  signally  defeated;  Boece  says  they  lost  fourteen  thousand 
men.    Berwick  in  consequence  surrendered ;  and  Baliol  with 
an  army  of  twenty-six  thousand  men  advanced  into  Scotland, 
and  reduced  nearly  the  whole    under   his   ])OAver.       Henry 
Percy  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Ilalidon  Hill ;  and  on  the 
23rd  of  July  was  made  governor  of  Berwick  and  one  of  the 
guardians  of  the   eastern  side   of  Scotland.*      Along  with 
Ralph  Neville,  William  de  Shareshall,  and  Thomas  de  Bam- 
burgh,  he  attended,  as  deputy  of  the  king  of  England,  two 
ineetings  of  the  Scottish  parliament,  to  seek  confirmation  of 
the  convention  between  him  and  Baliol,  wherein  Baliol  had 
bartered  away  the  independtMice  of  his.  country.      At  the 
parliament  held  at  Berth,  there  were  granted  to  Henry  Percy 
by  Edward  Baliol,  the  pele  of  LockmalKMi  with  the  valleys 
of  Allendale  and  Moffatdale,  which  had  formed  part  of  the 
estate  of  Bandolph,  carl  of  Murray.     This  gift,  however,  he 
did  not  long  enjoy  ;  but  King  Edward  III.,  on  September 
4th,  1334,  gave  to  him,  in   compensation  for  its  loss,  the 
castle  and  toAvn   of  Jedburgh,  the  towns  of  Bon-Jedburgh 
and   Hassyden,   and   the  forest  of  Jedburgh;    and   he   also 
granted   to  him  fifty  marks  yearly  out   of  the   customs  of 
Berwick,  and  »he  custody  of  the  castle  there,  for  Avliich,  one 
hundred  marks  had  to  be  paid  to  him  in  time  of  peace,  and 
£200  in  time  of  war.     Annandale  was  given  to  Edward  de 
Bohun.f 

Notwithstanding  the  success  of  Edward,   the   feelings  of 
independence  and  heroism,  which  the  brave  Bobert  Bruce 


«  Kiiygliton,  2564.     Rot.  Scot.,  I.,  p.  256. 
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had  kinaietl  in  the  minds  of  the  Scots,  couUl  not  be  extin- 

guished.  ^  To  the  poor  tool  ef  the  English  king  they  would 

not  submit;  and  R  formidable  confbdeiacy  was  soon  formed 

which  compelled  Baliol  to  seek  refuge  in  England.     Edward 

was  agam  m  Scotland,  in   13S5,  with  an  army  to  re-ain  his 

lost   authoiity.      On   his   return   Uj   England,   he   hJlted  at 

Doddington  on  the  1st  of  November,  and  he  was  at  Alnwick 

from  t!ie  3id  to  the  ihh  of  the  same  month ;  and  while  there 

5igre(xi  to  .ti  tmce   with   Sir    Andrew    Murray,  on«   of  the 

•guardians    for    ScothuKl.       Notwithstanding   this.    En-land 

waged  incessant  wa-r  with  Scotland  duiing  the  succeeding 

seven  yoai>3;    Edward  fighting  for  dominion,  ami  Scotland 

tor  independence.     Eicquently  was  Henry  de  Percy  en-uoed 

m  these  movements;  and   we  find  that  for  his  sei•vic?^s°he 

received,  m  1336,  two  hundred  marks  from  the  exchequer 

^    To  repel  an  inv^.sion  made  in  1337,  the  various  holders*  of 

oaronicvs  and  manors  were  summoned  to  assemble  at  Ncav- 

castle  accompanied  by  a  number  of  their  vassals;  Gilbert  de 

Umfraville  had  to  bring  with  him  thirty  men-at-arms  and 

fifty  hobelars  ;  Henry  do  Percy  sixty  men-at-arms,  twenty 

hobelars,  and  twenty  archers;  Palph  de  Neville   the  same 

number;  John  de  Grey  twenty  men-ut-arms;  Johnde  Actou 

two  men-at-arms.* 

Henry  Percy  in  1340  undertook,  in  conjunction  AA^th  Gil- 
bert Umfraville,  Ralph  Neville,  and  Anthony  Lucy,  to  set 
torth  at  their  own  costs,  two  liundred  and  ten  men-at-arms 
and  two  hunclred  and  twenty  archers  to  serve  against  the 
fejots.  Al  these  eliorts,  however,  could  not  crush  the  si>irit 
of  Scotland;  for  m  134;^  a  little  before  the  return  of  the 
young  King  David  Uruce  fiom  Erance,  the  English  had 
been  driven  out  of  every  part  of  Scotland  except  Perwick  • 
and  now  when  their  own  country  was  freed  from  their  foes  the 
fecots  began  again  to  ravage  the  English  border;  while  Ed;vard 
engaged  in  his  ambitious  attempts  in  Erance,  could  not  for  a 
time  repel  the  aggressors.  A  truce,  however,  was  made  to 
last  for  three  years,  but  it  was  ill-observed  by  both  parties.f 

1  he  year  1346  Avas  disastrous  both  to  Erance  and  Scotland  • 
the  former  was  overcome  at  Cressy,  and  the  latter  at  Neville's 

*  Rot.  Scot.,  I.,  p.  508,  where  the  names  of  others  are  given. 
t  In  "Roluli  Scotiae,"  Vol.  I.,  there  are  copies  of  the  several  appointments  of 
Henry  de  1  ercy  to  be  keeper  of  the  marches  of  Berwick,  &c. ;  and  orders  to  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  in  Berwick  to  pay  hinr  salaries  due  out  of  the  customs 
on  wool,  leather,  and  wool-fells. 
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Cross,  XJvfictl  by  liis  ally  the  kiiii;  of  France,  David  Bruce 
invaded  England  -svith  a. large  army  of  thirty  thousand  men, 
with  which  he  ravaged  the  comitry,  and  advanced  as  far  as 
Durham.  Edward,  king  of  England,  was  in  France ;  hut 
according  to  the  romantic  history  of  Froissart,  Queen  Phillipa 
manifested  the  spirit  of  a  heroine;  and,  to  drive  back  the 
invasion,  sunnnoned  the  peers  and  prelates  of  the  realm  with 
their  followers  to  meet  at  York.  An  army  of  sixteen  thousand 
valiant  men  rose  in  reply  to  her  call.  She  is  said  to  have 
led  this  army  as  fiir  as  the  battle-field,  and  Ixifore  leaving  to 
have  addressed  them — entreating  them  to  do  their  duty  -well 
in  defending  the  honour  of  the  king,  and  for  the  love  of  God. 
She  then  retired  to  Newcastle  to  await  the  issue.*  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  whether  the  queen  took  so  prominent  a 
part  in  these  events. 

The  Scottish  army  was  arrayed  on  the  moor-lands  westward 
of  Durhanr,  in  three  divisions  ;  the  right  wing  being  led  by 
the  earl  of  Moray  and  Sir  AMlliam  Douglas ;  the  left  wing- 
by  llobert  the  high  steward  of  Scotland ;  and  the  centre  by 
the  king  himself.  The  English  army  in  four  divisions 
marclied  past  Neville's  Cross  to  attack  the  enemy ;  the  right 
wing  being  led  by  Lord  Percy,  Gilbert  de  Umfraville,  and 
other  northern  barons ;  the  left  wing  by  Sir  Thomas  lloki'by, 
sheriff  of  Yorkshire ;  the  centre  by  Ralph  Lord  Neville,  •  I 
along  with  his  son,  the  archbishop  of  Y^ork,  and  Lord  Hast- 
ings ;  and  the  reserve,  consisting  chiefly  of  horsemen,  were 
rnuler  the  charge  of  ^Villiam  Koss,  Thomas  de  (J rev,  llobert 
de  Ogle,  John  de  C'oupland,  and  others;  the  whole  was 
commanded  by  Lord  Neville. 

The  church  lent  her  aid  to  the  English  army ;  a  large 
crucifix  was  carried  before  the  ranks ;  and  the  prior  and 
monks  of  Durham  bore  the  holy  corporax  cloth  of  Saint 
Cuthbcrt,  elevated  on  the  point  of  a  spear,  from  the  convt-nt 
to  a  little  hill  adjoining  the  battle-field ;  and  around  it  they 
knelt,  praying  heaven  to  aid  the  English  host. 

On  an  autunni  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  on  the  ITth  pf 
October,  1340,  the  trumpets  sounded  on  both  sides  and  the 
battle  began.  For  some  time  it  Avas  fought  Avith  varying 
success.  The  archers  of  the  hhiglish  left  wing  carried  death 
into  the  division  of  the  Scots  led  by  ]\biray  and  Douglas — 
the  former  Avas  killed  and  the  latter  captured.  Hut  the  right 
wing  of  the  English,  commanded  by  Percy,  was  broken  by 

•   Froissart's  Chionicles,  Book  1.,  Cliap.  137. 
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the  assault  of  the  Scots  division  led  by  the  high  steward ; 
it  was  saved  from  total  defeat  by  tlie  aid  of  tlic  reserve 
division.  The  central  divisions  of  the  two  armies  gallantly 
fought  against  each  other  ;  and  tliongh  tlie  victorious  arcliers, 
under  Sir  Thomas  Kokchy,  attacked  the  right  flank  of  the 
Scottisli  battalion,  the  brave  Scottish  king  still  uiaintuinod 
liis  ground  ;  but,  at  this  critical  moment,  the  high  steward 
and  the  earl  of  March  led  tlieir  division  from  the  field ;  and 
it  is  feared  that  they  perfidiously  deserted  tlieir  king  in  tliis 
hour  of  peril,  for  no  attempt  was  made  by  Lord  I'ercy's 
forces  to  pursue  them.  Percy's  division  then  attacked  the 
riglit  ilank  of  the  king  of  Scotland's  centi-e,  widch  being  now 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides,  nothing  Avas  left  for  them  but  death 
or  captivity.  Gallantly  did  King  David  defend  himself 
against  his  numerous  foes ;  his  nobles  bravely  rallied  round 
him,  till  most  of  them  were  slain ;  of  esca])e  there  was  no 
hope,  yet  still  the  king  fought  manfully,  though  badly 
woumlcd  by  an  arrow  in  liis  leg  and  by  aiiother  in  his  face, 
till  John  Coupland,  a  Northuml)rian  scpiire  and  famous  war- 
rior, struck  the  Aveapon  out  of  the  king's  hand,  and  in  this 
defenceless  condition  he  Avas  taken  ;  before,  however,  being- 
captured,  he  struck  Coupland's  face  Avith  his  gauntlet  Avith 
so  much  force  as  to  knock  out  tAVO  of  the  squire's  teeth.  The 
battle  lasted  but  three  hours;  the  Scots  Avere  comidetely 
defeated  and  pursued  as  far  as  the  Tyne.  Their  loss  was 
great ;  it  has  been  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand,  but  this  is 
doubtless  an  exaggeration.* 

The  king  elated  Avith  this  victory,  lost  no  time  In  forAvard- 
ing  to  th(5  barons  of  the  northern  parts  of  England  a  letter  of 
thanks  for  the  successful  display  of  their  "  most  excellent 
fidelity  and  valour ;"  and  along  AA'ith  this,  he  indulges 
in  strong  expressions  of  pious  thanksgivings — to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  Avho  disposes  of  CATUts  throughout  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  gracing  him  and  his  lieges  Avith  high  honours; 
and  praises  and  thanks  he  offers  in  the  language  of  humility 
and  fervid  devotion.  Such  are  the  sentiments  uttered  on 
conteni])lating  the  result  of  a  fearful  slaughter  scene  !  Lord 
Gilbert  de  Umfraville,  Henry  de  Percy,  Ralph  de  Neville, 
John  de  MoAvbray,  Thonuis  de  Lucy,  Thomas  de  Kokeby, 
Thomas  de  Grey,  liobert  de  Ogle,  John  de  Coupland,  llobert 

*  Ilolicrt  White,  who  has  done  much  as  a  poet  and  historian  to  illustrate  the 
borders,  has  given  a  full  and  critical  account  of  this  battle  in  a  remarkably  able 
memoir  in  the  "  Arclueologia  Juliana.*' 
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Bertram,  and  AVilliam  D'Eyncourt  arc  thus  thanked  by  their 
king-.*  The  character  of  the  English  heroes  in  this  battle  \3 
drawn  by  the  chronicler  of  Lanercost. 

The  Northuraberhind  squire  having  secured  so  rich  a  prize, 
lingered  not  on  the  battle-field;  but,  forcing  his  -way  through 
the  crowd,  rode  off  with  the  captive  king,  and  never  halted 
till  he  reached  Ogle  Castle  on  the  river  Blytli  in  Northum- 
berland. The  queen,  it  is  said,  displeased  at  this,  demanded 
liini  to  bring  to  her  the  king  of  the  Scots  ;  but  Coupland 
declared  that  he  would  give  his  captive  to  no  man  or  Avoman, 
excepting  to  his  own  lord  the  king  of  England. f  His  valour 
and  loyal  service  were,  however,  a])preciated  and  richly 
rewarded  by  his  sovereign.  His  chivalry  gained  him  wealth 
and  fame  ;  he  was  created  a  knight  banneret,  and  received  a 
grant  of  £-100  a  year  out  of  the  customs  of  London,  and 
£100  a  year  out  of  the  customs  of  Berwick,  until  other 
equivalent  lands  were  granted  to  him.  Ultimately  to  him 
was  given  by  the  king,  one  moiety  of  the  barony  of  Wooler 
along  with  other  fees.  He  was  also  made  sheriff  of  North- 
umberland, and  retained  for  six  years  tliat  office,  which  was 
then  profitable  as  well  as  dignified.  For  some  time  too,  he 
was  governor  of  Roxburgh  Castle,  and  along  with  Henry  de 
Percy,  warden  of  the  marches.  The  pipe  rolls  evidence  that 
he  was  connected  with  AluAvick  ;  for  in  18th  Edward  III., 
to  John  Coupland  Avas  committed  for  his  good  services,  the 
custody  of  three  messuages  and  eight  acres  of  land  in  Aln- 
wick, and  also  of  other  lands  in  Proud\\ick,  Great  Ryle, 
and  Ilcaveley,  whicli  belonged  to  William  de  Ivodam,  senior, 
who  was  an  enemy  among  the  Scots. + 

The  loss  of  this  battle  and  the  capture  of  the  king  was  a 
heavy  blow  to  Scotland,  Avhich  was  soon  afterwards  invaded 
by  the  English.     Lord  Percy  was,  on  the  20th  of  jNIarch, 


•   Rot.  Scot. 

t  The  Scots  magnates  as  well  as  the  king  were  sent  to  the  tower  of  London 
in  December,  134(J;  but  the  ransom  of  these  jirisoners  had  to  be  paid  to  their 
respective  captors.     A  list  of  tliem  is  given  in  Rot.  Scot.,  I.,  p.  678. 

X  John  Coupland  married  Joan,  sister  of  Henry  del  Strother,  of  Kirknewton. 
Knyghton  says  he  was  murdered  in  1362  by  his  own  countrymen.  I'rom  an 
inquisition  made  in  1363  concerning  those  who  slew  him,  it  appears  that  he  was 
slain  at  Bolton  Moor  by  John  de  Clifford,  whose  lands  in  consequence  were  granted 
to  John  de  Coupland  in  fee  in  1366  ;  the  county  of  Northumberland  had,  in  tlie 
same  year,  to  pay  one  thousand  marks  to  obtain  a  pardon  for  his  death — so  highly 
valued  was  this  warrior  by  his  sovereign. 
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1347,  summoned  to  repair  to  Scotland  with  his  quota  of 
men — one  hundred  men-at-arms  and  as  many  archers  on 
liorsehack;  he  was  allowed  as  pay,  six  shillings  ami  eig-ht- 
pencc;  for  his  knights,  two  shillings;  his  squires,  one 
shilling;  and  his  arc;hers,  fourpence  per  day.  John  de 
Coupland  supplied  twenty  men-at-arms  and  twenty  archers. 
Baliol  entered  Scotland  with  ten  thousand  men  on  its  western 
side ;  and  Henry  Percy  and  Neville  with  an  arniy  of  the 
same  numher  invaded  it  hy  way  of  Berwick.  These  hostili- 
ties Avere,  however,  brought  to  a  close  ;  for  a  truce  was  agreed 
to  between  France  and  England,  in  which  Scotland  was 
included  ;  and  this  truce  lasted  nearly  eight  years,  though  it 
was  often  infringed  by  the  turbulent  men  of  the  borders. 
But  before  the  renewal  of  active  hostilities  with  Scotland, 
Henry  de  Percy  had  ceased  to  be  an  actor  on  tlie  stage  of 
life.  The  ferocity  of  border  warfare  was  somewhat  tamed 
by  a  fearful  ]dague,  which  in  1348  and  1349  swept  over 
England  and  Scotland  like  a  destroying  angel.  Tins  visita- 
tion was  the  most  appalling  on  record ;  along  the  borders  it 
destroyed  one  third  of  the  inhabitants.  Not  a  little  of  its 
virulence  must  be  attributed  to  the  incessant  warfare,  which 
destroyed  the  means  of  subsistence  and  burnt  down  dwellings, 
leaving  the  miserable  inhabitants  not  slain  by  the  sword,  to 
become  the  victims  of  fear,  anxiety,  exposure,  and  famine. 

Henry  de  Percy  was  occasionally  engaged  in  the  conti- 
nental wars;  in  1340,  he  was  in  the  great  sea  iiglit  between 
the  English  and  French  before  Sluys  in  Flanders,  and  in 
consideration  of  his  expenses,  £500  were  assigned  to  him 
out  of  the  public  taxes ;  two  years  afterwards,  he  was  present 
at  the  siege  of  Nantes  in  Brittany ;  and  he  was  again  in 
France  Avith  the  Black  Prince  in  1347. 

Like  his  father  he  seems  to  have  had  a  keen  regard  to  his 
own  aggrandisement,  and  he  not  nnfrequently  Avas  the  reci- 
pient of  public  money  and  grants  of  lands.  At  the  early  part 
of  his  career,  he  must  have  kept  around  him  a  large  band  of 
military  retainers ;  and  it  Avould  even  appear,  that,  like  the 
leaders  of  the  free  companies  on  the  continent,  he  in  a 
modified  Avay  sold  the  services  of  his  vassals.  The  contracts 
made  by  him  for  the  defence  of  the  borders  are  curious.  In 
1327,  he  bound  himself,  on  the  condition  of  being  paid 
£330  OS.  4d.,  to  keep  in  his  OAAni  county  in  the  marches  to- 
Avards  Scotland,  an  army  of  fifty-nine  men-at-arms  and  tAvo 
hundred  hobelars  for  tAventy-five  days ;  and  for  payment  he 
had  granted  to  him  £150  out  of  the  debts  Avhich  the  prior  of 
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Lincoln  owed,  and  the  residue  of  £180  -^s,  out  of  the  port  of 
Newcastle.*  liy  indenture  in  1328,  he  enf^a.i2:ed  to  serve  the 
king  with  a  certain  numhcr  of  men-at-arms,  both  in  time  of 
peace  and  war,  duriuf^  the  term  of  his  life  ;  aiul  for  this  he 
■\vas  to  receive  a  yearly  salary  of  five  hundred  marks.  This 
strange  contract  led  to  a  more  strange  issue,  for  it  was  the 
means  of  bringing  into  the  possession  of  the  Percys  extensive 
estates.  First,  in  lieu  of  this  salary  of  five  hundred  marks, 
the  king  granted  to  him  the  castle  of  Warkworth  ;  and  next 
in  1328,  after  an  act  had  been  passed,  making  "  all  retainers  . 
in  time  of  peace  to  be  void,"  the  king  taking  notice  in  what 
sort  he  had  retained  him,  did  therefore  grant  to  him  and  his 
heirs  in  recompense  thereof,  the  castle  ^nd  manor  of  AVark- 
worth,  the  manors  of  llothbury,  Corbridge,  and  Newburn, 
which  had  belonged  to  Sir  John  de  Clavering,  but  which  on 
his  death  without  issue  devolved  on  the  crown. f  Marvellous 
times  these  were,  Avhen  large  estates  could  be  tossed  about 
like  tennis  balls  !  Another  instance  may  be  given  :  when  a 
banneret  in  13;36,  he  re2)resented  to  the  king  that  tliere  were 
wages  due  to  him,  the  sum  of  £851  14s.  4d.  for  his  service 
in  Scotland;  and  he  obtained  an  assignation  of  £200,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  tenths  due  to  the  crown  from  the  ai^chdeaconry 
of  Cleveland.  We  hear  of  one  of  his  retainers,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  served  and  were  remunerated.  AVil- 
liam,  the  son  of  John  de  Hodhum,  was  retained  to  serve  him 
both  in  peace  and  war,  with  one  com])anion,  until  the  full 
age  of  John,  the  son  of  John  de  Ixodimm;  and  for  tliis 
service,  in  time  of  war,  "SA'illiam  de  Ivodhmn  had  to  have 
a]iparcl  as  his  other  yeomen,  and  hay,  oats,  horse  shoes  and 
nails  for  six  horses,  with  waggons  for  six  grooms,  and  recom- 
pense for  sucli  horses  as  should  be  lost  in  the  wars  ;  and  in 
consideration  of  this  service,  Percy,  who  Avas  the  feudal 
'superior  of  Houghton,  granted  to  William  the  wardship  of 
the  lands  of  John  do  llodhum,  lying  in  Houghton,  until  the 
full  age  of  the  said  John. 

Henry  Percy,  in  1327,  received  from  the  king  the  custody 
of  the  manor  and  castle  of  Skipton.  He  founded,  in  1329,  a 
chantry  for  two  priests  in  the  chapel  of  Semar  to  celebrate 
divine  service,  for  his  own  soul  and  the  soul  of  his  mother 
and  all  their  ancestors,  endowing  it  with  one  messuage, 
twenty  oxgangs  of  land,  and  six  acres  of  meadow  in  Wike 

•  Cal.  Rot,  1  Edw.  II.,  Il'lis  25,  26. 
t  Cal.  Rot.,  2  Edw.  III.,  Ro.  18. 
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within  the  lordship  of  Scmar,  Wc  hear  now  of  few  grants 
to  religious  houses.  Tlic  enormous  acquisition  of  huuls  hy 
bishops,  chapters,  and  monasteries  liad  been  an  increasing 
evil,  and  excited  the  jealousy  and  hostility  of  tlic  sovereigns; 
it  was  restrained  by  acts  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
so  that  land  could  not  afterwards  be  aliejiated  to  religious 
bodies  -without  license  from  the  hing. 

Henry  de  Percy  died  on  February  26th,  1352.  "He, 
when  near  his  end,"  says  the  chronicle  of  Alnwick  Al)bey, 
*'had  a  great  affection  to  this  abbey,  but  alas!  when  detained 
by  a  slight  inlirniity  in  the  castle  of  Warkworth  he  died 
unexpectedly,  and  was  honourably  buried  in  Alnwick  Abbey." 
The  events  of  his  life  shew  that  lie  was  an  active  warrior,  and 
especially  pre-eminent  in  the  north  from  the  largo  number  of 
vassals  in  liis  service.  He  married  Iraania*  do  Clilford,  Avho 
died  in  13G5  ;  Pceris  says  : — 

"  I,ndy  Yilonye  liis  wife,  which  was  circumspect  and  wise, 
In  licverlyc  iMiiistcr  is  tombed  in  riglit-costly  wise." 

According  to  Leland,  this  tomb  was  of  white  alabaster ;  but 
it  cannot  now  be  identilied. 

Arms. — A  lion  rampant — Bhic^  golden  fusils  in  f ess. 
Crest. — On  a  cluipeau,  a  lion  passant. 

His  will  n^ade  on  the  loth  of  September,  1.340,  ^\hi(•h  has 
been  ])riiited  in  the  Testamenta  Eboraecnsia,  is  rcniaikable 
as  illustrating  not  his  own  character  only,  but  the  sentiments 
imd  habits  of  the  period.  Some  of  the  becpiests  I  shall  l)riefly 
give.  He  left  lifty  marcs  for  wax  to  be  burnt  around  his  body, 
and  to  })Oor  ecclesiastics  ior  the  good  of  his  soul;  tAventy 
shillings  to  two  hundred  priests  saying  psalms  for  liis  soul; 
one  hundred  marcs  for  distribution  among  the  poor,  and  one 
hundred  shillings  for  oblations  on  the  day  of  his  interjuent ; 
one  hundred  shillings  for  the  expenses  of  his  hostelry  even  to 
the  day  after  liis  interment;  £20  to  be  distributed  to  the 
poor,  on  the  way,  while  his  corpse  was  cairied  to  the  place 
of  sepulture  ;  £10  to  be  divided  in  eqiuil  portions  among  the 
parish  churches  of  Scniar,  iSail'erton,  Lckyngfcld,  Cation, 
tSpofford,  Topcliff,  Petteworth,  and  Alnewyk;  £20  to  the 
chaplains  of  Semar,   and  thirty   shillings  to  the  church  of 

•  "Will  of  Henry  Percy,  Test.  Ebor.,  p.  57 ;  other  authorities  give  the  nan.e 
Idonea. 


130  IIlSTOllY    OF    ALNWICK. 

Fosceton ;  Lccause  formerly  he  had  resolved  to  go  to  the 
Holy  Laud,  and  for  this  journey  had  set  aside  one  thousand 
marcs,  he  Avilled,  that  if  his  son  Ileury  would  go  tliis  journey 
in  his  name,  he  should  have  this  one  thousand  marcs;  to  the 
ahhot  of  Alnewyk  he  gave  ten  marcs;  to  the  ]»reaching 
monks  of  JUanihurgh  twenty  shillings  ;  to  the  Carmelite 
monks  of  Alnewyk  forty  shillings;  to  twenty  cha[)lain3 
singing  for  his  soul  for  one  year,  one  hundred  marcs; 
and  to  thirty-six  other  churches  or  ecclesiastical  hodies  he 
bequeathed  about  £80.  Tliere  are  bequests  to  a  great 
inimber  of  persons  ;  to  his  wife  Imania,  to  his  sons  Henry, 
Thomas,  Roger,  to  his  daughters  Margaret  and  Isabella,  to 
William  de  Aton,  Gilbert  de  Atou,  llalph  de  Neville,  and  to 
above  sixty  others.  One  very  singular  bequest  occurs  ;  he 
leaves  £200  to  satisfy  any  one  in  those  parts  of  iMigland 
through  Avhicli  he  had  passed  cither  in  time  of  peace  or  of 
war,  who  might  complain,  that  anything  had  been  taken 
from  him  by  the  testator  or  his  people  against  his  will. 

HENRY,  TIIIED  BARON  rERGY  OF  ALNWICK. 

Henry,  the  third  Raron  Rerc-y  of  Alnwick,  was  thirty  years 
of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  immediately  afterwards,  he 
obtained  possession  of  his  lands,  exee[)tiug  those  which  his 
mother  Imania  had  for  lier  doAver.  Though  not  so  distin- 
guished as  his  ])redecessors,  Henry  seems  to  have  been  a 
more  amialde  and  better  man  than  any  of  them  ;  less  of  the 
mere  warrior,  less  grasping  in  his  ambition,  and  more  humane 
in  his  disposition.  "lie  was"  says  the  chronicle  of  Alnwick 
Abbey,  "  a  man  of  little  stature,  but  brave,  faithful,  and 
gratel'ul ;  and,  contented  with  the  lordship  left  by  his  father, 
he  desired  to  obtain  the  lands  and  possessions  of  no  one." 
We  look  with  the  more  pleasure  on  the  character  of  this 
kind-hearted  little  man,  as  it  contrasts  strongly  with  the 
character  of  those  who  had  gone  before  him. 

Before  his  father's  death,  lie  Avas  present  at  the  famous 
battle  of  Cressy ;  and  during  the  iifteen  years  he  enjoyed  the 
barony,  he  filled  several  honourable  appointments.  In  1352, 
he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  receive  David  Bruce, 
king  of  Scotland,  from  Sir  John  de  Coupland,  the  sheriff  of 
!Northuml)erhind,  and  to  set  him  free  according  to  treaty ; 
but  five  years  elapsed  before  the  unfortunate  king  regained 
his  liberty.  In  lo55,  King  Edward  constituted  Henry  de 
Percy  keeper  of  the  castle  of  Roxburgh,  and  sheriff  of  the 
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county  for  two  years,  with  tho  farms  and  profits  thence 
arising.* 

Meantime  the  brave  little  kingdom  of  Scotland,  despite  of 
the  captivity  of  her  sovereign,  wouhl  not  submit  to  a  foreign 
yoke.  By  a  daring  attempt  on  a  dark  night,  a  party  of  Scots 
scaled  the  walls  and  took  tlie  town  of  Berwick  in  1355  ;  l)ut 

tthe  castle  was  unsuccessfully  assaulted.     Edward  -was  then 
i.  in  France,  but  on  hearing  of  this  and  other  inroads  of  the 

Scots,  he  hastened  home;    and  in  January,   135G,  arrived 
before  Berwick,  which  he  soon  recovered.     Henry  de  Percy 
was  witli  him,  and  also  Avitnessed  at  Hoxburgh  a  few  days 
k  afterwards,  the  formal  surrender  by  Baliol  to  Edward  of  all 

P  his  rights  to  the  Scottish  throne.     Edward,  determined  to 

conquer  this  kingdom  and  bring  to  an  end  the  harassing 
Scottish  warfare,  marched  through  the  Lotliians  and  burnt 
||  Haddington  and  Edinburgh  and  other  open  towns,  and  laid 

*'  waste  the  country  around;  but  distressed  for  want  of  provi- 

sions, ho  Avas  compelled  to  retrace  his  steps,  Avhile  the  Scots 
U.  hung  in  his  rear  ami  wreaked  a   fearful  vengeance  on  all 

M  stragglers  or  parties  that  came  within  their  power.     As  these 

^■'  devastations  occurred  about   Candlemas,  this   English   raid 

(^  Avas  long  knoAvn  as  the  "  lUirnt  Candlemas ;"  and  many  a 

smoking  village  in  Northumberland  afterwards  told  of  the 
bitter  revenge  of  the  Scots.  For  eleven  years  David  their 
king  had  been  a  captive.  Never  did  England  —  proud, 
powerful,  generous  England — appear  more  mean  tlian  in  her 
tveatnuMit  of  Scotland's  kings.  Hard  terms  were  wrung 
from  David;  he  was  released  in  November  1357,  on  condi- 
tion of  paying  to  Edward  one  hundred  thousand  marks;  but 
although  a  part  of  this  large  sum  was  discharged,  so  exhausted 
was  the  nation  with  the  English  aggressions,  that  the  greater 
portion  was  never  paid. 

Henry  de  Percy  Avas  in  1359  made  governor  of  Berwick ; 
and  he  Avas  repeatedly  one  of  the  commissioners  for  guarding 
the  Northumberland  marches;  in  135G,  and  again  in  13G5, 
he  was  commanded  by  the  king  to  reside  on  his  OAvn  lands 
on  the  marches,  for  the  better  defence  of  those  parts  against 
the  Scots. 

He  Avas  first  married  to  Mary  Plantagenet,  the  daughter 
of  the  carl  of  Lancaster,  Avho  died  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1362,  and  Avas  buried  in  AluAvick  Abbey.  "Her  arms,  those 
of  England  Avith   a  label  of  five  points,  are  on  the  inner 

•  Rot.  Scot.,  I.,  p.  7S1. 
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entrance  of  Alnwick  Castle."*  His  second  wife  was  Jane, 
licir  of  John  do  Orby.  Henry  died  on  Ascension  Day,  1308, 
and  was  buried  in  Alnwick  Al>l)ey  by  the  side  of  liis  first 
Avife.  By  her  he  liad  two  sons,  Henry  and  Thomas,  and  one 
daufifhter,  who  married  one  of  tlie  heirs  of  the  De  Vcscys ; 
by  his  second  wife  he  left  one  dangliter,  who  was  only  two 
years  old  when  he  died.  He  gave  to  Alnwick  Abbey  £100, 
and  "frequently"  says  the  chronicle,  "bestowed  on  us  many 
other  kindnesses." 


Arms. — A  lion  rampant. 

SurroRTERS. —  Two  Jierons  are  looking  from  the  shield, 
are  scarcely  true  supporters. 


They 


To  the  time  of  this  lord,  -^ve  may  attribute  the  construction 
of  the  hermitage  of  Warkworth,  one  of  ihe  most  interesting  of 
mediaeval  antiquities,  and  over  wliich  tlie  charm  of  romance 
has  been  thrown  by  Bishop  Percy  in  his  beautiful  ballad  of 
the  hermit  of  AN^arkworth. 

"  There  scoop'd  within  the  solid  rock, 

Tiiree  sacri'd  vaults  he  sliows; 

The  cliief  a  chapel,  neatly  arcli'd, 

On  hranching  columns  rose." 

Of  its  original  foundation  there  is  no  record;  but  the  style  of 
architecture  indicates  the  period  when  it  Avas  hewn  out.  The 
confessional  window,  tlie  moulding-,  and  some  of  the  orna- 
ments belong  to  that  age  of  drcovated  Gothic  which  prevailed 
sonuMvhat  latt>r  thau  tlie  uiiddlc  of  th(!  fourteenth  century. 
Hartshorn,  whf)  according  to  his  theory  of  history  is  sometimes 
imaginative,  fancies  that  this  hermitage  was  founded  by 
Henry  Percy,  the  third  lord  of  Alnwick,  in  memory  of  his 
wife  Mary  Plantagenet;  but  of  this  there  is  neither  evidence 
nor  probability.  Mtiry  died  in  lo62,  and  her  lord  in  13GS  ; 
but  in  the  meantime  he  married  again,  and  had  a  son  and 
daughter.  The  llev.  J.  W.  Dunn,  in  an  able  paper  on 
Warkworth,  renuirks  that  this  Lord  Percy  "  does  not  seem 
to  have  lamented  his  loss  for  any  lengthened  period,  certainly 
not  long  enough  for  the  hewing  of  this  hermitage  ont  of  a 
rock."  It  seems  to  me  too,  a  fatal  objection  to  the  fancy, 
that  there  is  no  Percy  device  or  batlge  sculptured  on  any 
part  of  the  hermitage.  Ilather  with  iNIr.  Dunn  would  Ave 
believe  in  the  tradition  embodied  in  the  poem : — "  Let  that 
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battered  figure  be  indeed  the  hermit  Bertram,  symbolizing, 
until  tlie  very  stones  shall  perish,  a  bootless  bene,  a  sorrow 
too  deep  for  tears — and  let  that  recumbent  effigy  be  indeed 
the  maid  of  Widdriugton,  his  own  best  beloved,  whom  un- 
wittingly he  slew."*  This  hermitage  may  afterwards  have 
been  served  by  one  of  those  hermits,  who  partly  lived  in  such 
sequestered  spots  engaged  in  religious  exercises,  and  partly 
wandered  about  the  country  collectiug  alms  from  the  people. 
Respecting  this  hermitage  there  is,  however,  a  document 
of  much  later  date,  the  substance  of  which  I  give  here  that 
I  may  not  have  to  refer  to  it  again. 

"Henry  Percy,  the  sixth  oarl,  in  1531,  in  consideration  of  the 
service  of  his  -weR  beloved  cliaplen,  Sir  Georgo  Lancastro,  hatlx 
done,  and  for  that  he  shall  have  in  his  daily  recommendation  and 
praiors  tlio  good  estate  of  all  sucli  noble  blode  and  other  person- 
ages as  bo  now  levyngo,  and  the  soulos  of  such  noble  blode  as  be 
departed  to  the  mercy  of  God  owto  of  this  present  l}'fo,  Avhos 
names  are  contoynod  and  ^n-ettyn  in  a  table  upon  parchment  signed 
with  tliando  of  mo  the  said  erlo — do  graunto  unto  the  said  Sir 
i^;  George,  rayn  armytage  bilded  in  a  rock  of  stone  within  my  parke 

/  of  Warkworth,  -w^ith  a  yorly  stipendo  of  twenty  niorks,  and  also 

the  occupation  of  one  little  grasground  of  m}ai.  called  Conygarth, 
nygh  adjoyngo  the  said  harmytage ;  the  garden  and  orteyardo 
belong}-ng  to  the  said  armytage ;  tho  gate  and  pasture  of  twelf 
kye  and  a  bull,  with  their  calves  suking;  and  two  young  horses 
go}Tig  and  boyng  ■^itlun  my  said  parlco  of  Warkworth  wyntor 
and  sonier;  one  draught  of  fush  every  Sondaio  in  tho  yor,  to  bo 
drawn  foreuenst  tho  said  aruiytago,  called  tho  Tr^nioto  dranglit ; 
and  tw(Mitv  lods  of  fyrowode  to  bo  taken  of  my  wodds,  called 
Shnbotell  Wod." 

*  Proceedings  of  tlie  Berwickshire  Naturalists'  Chib,  V.,  p.  53. 


CITAPTEE  IX. 

CASTLE,  TOWN,  AND  BAEONY,  FROM!  1297  TO  13G8. 

ALIfWICK  CASTLE  REBiriLT — INQmSITION"  IXTO  TTTE  PllOrEKTY  IN'  TUB 
TOWN  AND  BAKONY — COMPAIIATIVE  VALUES — FEUDAL  CIIAnOES — 
DID  ALNWICK  SEND  MEMBERS  TO  TAIILIAMENT '? — CONDITION  OF 
THE  DISTRICT — HOLDERS  OF  PROPERTY  IN  ALNWICK — JflDDLETON 
FAMILY — KODDAM — CHARTER  OF  JIAPaCET  AND  FAIR — PONTAGE — 
TRADE  OF  TOWN — CHURCHES — .ILNMOUTH. 

Before  entoriii"^  on  the  lonj?  and  eventful  liistorv  of  the 
fourth  Baron  Percy,  we  may  pause  again,  to  look  at  the  state 
of  tlie  castle,  the  town,  and  the  barony  during  tlie  s^vay  of 
the  three  first  Percys. 

Time  and  the  assaults  of  enemies  had  reduced  the  great 
Norman  castle  of  the  Vcscys  to  a  state  of  dilapidation  ;  and 
the  neglect  of  Bishop  Bek  would  add  to  its  ruinous  condition. 
As  soon,  however,  as  tlu;  iirst  Henry  Ptn'cy  ohtaiiUHl  jiosses- 
siou  of  the  barony,  lie  began  to  rcjiair  and  restore  Alnwick 
Castle  ;  but  in  a  style  more  magnificent  than  that  of  the  old 
stronghold.  The  best  portions  of  the  Norman  keep,  the 
ornate  zigzag  archway  and  tower,  and  several  parts  of  the 
surrounding  walls  -were  retained;  but  before  the  end  of  this 
period,  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  castle  "wns  entirely 
new.  The  keep  was  still  a  cluster  of  seven  round  towers, 
arranged  around  a  large  inner  court ;  but  the  long  narrow 
■windows  gave  place  to  others  of  a  somewhat  larger  size, 
either  "with  a  pointed  arch,  or  with  straight  headings  and 
rounded  haunches.  Those  looking  into  the  court  -svere  of 
larger  size  still,  divided  by  muUions  and  ornamented  by 
flowing  tracery.  The  Percy  hall,  which  has  but  recently 
been  demolished,  was  there ;  a  tower  and  a  curtain  wall 
divided  the  area  within  the  outer  walls,  into  an  inner  and 
outer  bailey ;  and  along  the  walls  of  the  outer  bailey  were 
buildings  for  lodging  the  garrison.    Within  the  inner  bailey. 
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Rtood  the  chapel.  The  gloomy  massive  barbican  and  most  of 
the  mural  towers  belong  to  this  period.  There  were  still 
two  defensive  ditches — one  round  the  keep,  and  tlie  other 
extending-  from  the  cast  side  of  the  outer  Avails  and  along  the 
southern  side,  and  bending  northward  in  front  of  the  bar- 
bican. Fijjure  2  in  Plate  IV.,  is  a  plan  of  the  castle  as 
renovated  by  the  Percys.  There  seems,  at  this  time,  to  have 
been  another  bailey  outside  of  the  Avails  of  the  castle  on  the 
Avest,  affording  more  space  for  military  exercisf^s  than  the 
baileys  Avithiu  the  Avails,  liailiffgate  and  part  of  Narrowgate 
noAv  occupy  this  space ;  but  the  buildings  there,  being  be- 
yond the  toAvn  Avails,  Avhich  Avere  erected  in  the  iifteenth 
century,  it  is  probable  that  the  Avhole  area  Avas  then  open 
ground.  liailiffgate  is  commonly  pronounced  Belleygate; 
and  the  old  name  Baileygate — the  street  of  the  bailey — 
corroborates  the  vicAv  of  its  having  been  an  outer  bailey  of 
the  castle.  Probably  too,  lioltcn  How  or  Hattcn  llaio,  a 
a  little  to  the  AvcstAvard,  Avas  the  place  of  exercise  for  the 
hobelars  or  border  cavalry,  Avhich  garrisoned  the  castle. 

Though  these  great  Avorks  Avere  commenced  by  the  first 
riein-y  Percy,  his  life  Avas  too  short  for  their  completion  ;  his 
son,  the  second  TIenry  Percy,  Avas  the  chief  builder ;  of  him 
the  clironicle  of  Alnwick  Abbey  says — "lie  in  his  OAvn  time 
most  excellently  re])aired  the  castle  of  AluAvick."  Tavo  octa- 
gon toAvers,  forming  the  entrance  into  the  kec]),  are  doubtless 
his  Avork  ;  for  one  of  the  t\velve  shields  of  armorial  bearings, 
Avhich  onuuuent  the  upper  jiart  of  these  tOAvers,  is  charged 
Avitli  the  arms  of  Clitford,  to  Avliich  fimily  his  Avife  Imauia 
belonged,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Ivobcrt  Lord  Clitibrd — 
Plato  v.,  fuj.  2.  Begun  about  the  year  1310,  the  restor- 
ations Avere  finished  by  about  1350.  A  noble  picturesque 
building  Avas  noAV  this  castle,  combining  the  characters  of  a 
palace  Avitli  those  of  a  fortress ;  it  Avas  a  fitting  residence  for 
the  greatest  of  northern  barons,  Avho  Avas  here  attended  by 
his  numerous  military  vassals,  ready  at  their  lord's  commands 
to  man  the  Avails  and  repulse  assailants,  or  to  sally  forth  fully 
equipped,  as  men-at-arms  or  archers,  to  meet  an  enemy  in 
the  open  field.  So  strong  noAv  Avas  this  castle,  Avith  its  lofty 
tOAvers  and  massive  Avails,  strengthened  by  every  defence 
Avhich  engineering  could  then  devise,  that,  during  this  period, 
it  Avas  never  conquered.  The  art  of  defence,  indeed,  Avas 
then  greatly  superior  to  that  of  attack. 

In  the  time  of  Avar,  the  castle  Avas  filled  Avith  soldiers 
for  the   defence  of  the  district ;    it  Avas  the  great  military 
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Stronghold  on  the  English  borders.  Wlien  Jolm  de  Fclton 
was  constable,  in  1315,  it  was  garrisoned  by  three  thousand 
and  thirty-seven  men-at-arms  and  forty  hobelars  —  li^ht 
armed  cavalry  mounted  on  small  ambling  horses.  Durin"- 
the  year,  he  received  for  farms,  rents,  pleas,  and  ])erquisites  of 
the  courts  pertaining  to  Ahnvick  Castle,  £320  10s.  9d.  The 
total  sum  paid  to  the  garrison  for  three  hundred  and  sixtv- 
one  days  was  £1137  os. ;  and  the  cost  of  victualling,  of 
munitions,  and  of  repairs,  was  £1253  Os.  Id.  The  fee  of  the 
constable  Avas  one  hundred  marks  ;  OA'ery  man-at-arms  was 
paid  twelvepence  per  day,  and  every  hobelar  six])ence.  Com- 
pared with  the  present  pay  of  soldiers,  these  are  large  sums. 
In  the  parliament  held  at  Lincoln,  in  1316,  there  was  granted 
to  the  king  an  able  foot  soldier  out  of  every  village  or  hamlet, 
and  the  pay  for  each  man  was  fixed  at  a  groat  a  day ;  even 
this  was  about  double  the  Avages  of  a  skilled  meclianic. 
When  Henry  de  Percy  was,  in  1322,  commanded  by  Avrit 
to  act  under  the  carl  of  Athol  Avith  all  his  power,  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  a  sufficient  garrison  in  Alnwick  Castle.* 

Even  in  time  of  peace,  many  military  retainers  Avould  be 
attendant  on  the  baron  in  this  castle — him  ting  Avith  him  in 
his  forests  and  dining  Avith  him  in  his  hall,  Avhere  feasting 
and  revelry  would  be  enlivened  by  the  minstrel's  song. 
Jousting  and  military  exercises  in  the  baileys  Avould  form 
no  little  part  of  the  business,  if  not  the  pleasure  of  these 
Avarriors.  In  dignity  and  poAver,  the  baron  Avas  like  a  king 
Avithin  his  novtheru  deme^^ne,  for  here  too,  he  held  liis  courts, 
dispensing  justice  and  exercising  power,  even  over  the  lives 
of  such  malefactors  as  Avere  caiight  connuitting  crime  Avithin 
the  barony.  Not  far  from  a  baronial  castle — usually  about  a 
mile — Avas  the  place  of  capital  punishment ;  and  hence  Ave 
find  near  to  such  strongholds,  the  gaJloxo-li'dl  or  the  (jallow- 
laiD,  or  the  <j allow 8-fi eld.  On  tlie  Lane  Head  Farm,  about  a 
mile  nortliAvaid  of  AlnAvick  Castle,  there  is  still  a  gallons' 
Jield,  probably  the  place  Avhere  capital  punishments  Averc 
inflicted  by  the  baron  of  AluAvick. 

Inquisitions  made  in  the  reigns  of  EdAvard  II.  and  EdAvard 
III.  furnish  information  respecting  tlie  baron}'  of  Ahnvick  at 
this  period  ;  but  it  Avould  be  tedious  to  give  all  of  these  ;  I 
shall  therefore  present  a  full  digest  of  one  made  in  the  42nd 
of  EdAvard  III.,  as  far  as  relates  to  Northumberland;  and 
as  this,  the  most  important  document  of  the  kind,  has  not 


•  Records  Cliron.  Abs.,  II.,  p.  328. 
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yet  been  printed,  the  ovlginal  will  appear  in  the  appendix; 
but  here  I  shall  generally  give  the  modern  spelling  of  places. 

This  inquisition  yviia  made  at  Nc^vcastlo  in  13G8,  Ijj  Jdhn  do 
Scotherslcelf,  escheator,  hefure  Jolin  do  AValyngt(jn,  Iti)h(jrt  do 
Loutlior,  Gilbert  Vans,  William  do  TJodum,  liioliard  do  Craialing- 
ton,  Kobort  do  Middoltoii,  liicliavd  do  Cilanton,  .Tolm  La^'cson, 
liobovt  do  Eland,  John  Porestor  do  Corbrig,  William  A^-riks, 
and  Robovt  Iludospoth,  jurors,  who  found  that  Ilcnry  do  rorcy, 
the  poor,  lield  in  his  own  demesuo  as  of  foo  tail — the  castlo  and 
manor  of  Alnwick,  with  the  towns  and  other  things  nndor- 
j,  written  pertaining  to  the  said  castle  and  manor  from  ancient 

,#(,  time:   viz.,   the  boroughs  of  Alnwick  and  A.bunonth,   and  the 

"  tosvns  of  Abnvick  aiid  Losbury,  Great  Houghton,  Cliatton,  Aln- 

liam,  and  a  pasture  called  Swiuloes.     Tlicse  ho  held  by  hoinago 
«  and  fidelity  and  by  service  of  twelve  knights'  fees,  as  parcel  of 

i  tho  barony  of  Alnwick,  and  also  by  service  of  sixty  shillings 

W  yearly,  paid  to  tho  king's  excherpior.      Tho  fdlowing  are  tlio 

f,  particxdars  of  this  property  and  their  respective  values  j'oarly  :  — 

Abnvick  Castle  and  manor  are  of  no  value  beyond  repairs ;  a 
close  below  tho  castle  is  worth  in  herbage,  two  slullings;  ono 
hundred  and  forty-f  nir  acres  of  demesne  lands  render  scvonpenco 
jier  acre ;  ten  acres  of  demesne  meadow,  twelvepenco  per  acre; 
the  free  tenants  of  Alnwick,  Avho  hold  severally  certain  l)urgage3 
and  other  tencnrents  there,  render  £11  Gs.  8d.,  and  other  free 
tenants  three  shillings  and  oightpenco  for  every  service,  at  tho 
feast  of  St.  Cuthbert,  in  j\rarcli ;  a  certain  free  tenant  renders 
sixpence  at  the  feast  of  the  Lord's  Nativity ;  and  another  free 
tenant  sixpence  on  the  1.5th  of  July;  four  liondagia  and  a  half, 
sixty  shillings;  two  water  mills,  X'14,  of  which  tho  prior  and 
bretliren  of  Iluln  Abbey  are  soi/od  oH  tho  yearly  rent  of 
£13  Gs.  8d.,  granted  to  them  by  a  former  lord  of  Alnwick; 
Cawlodgo  Park  is  worth  six  slullings  and  eightpcnce,  and  the 
West  Park,  twenty  shillings,  beyond  the  maintenance  of  the 
wild  animals;  tlie  herbage  of  a  third  park  Iloln,  witli  the  pas- 
ture of  "Ile-PorlhlaM'o"  is  worth  forty  shillings;  the  percpiisites 
of  the  nabnote  of  Alnwick  aro  Avorth  six  sliillings  and  eight- 
pence,  and  the  profits  of  the  courts  of  the  borough  of  xVlnwick, 
six  shillings ;  tho  mills  of  North  Charlton  render  one  hundred 
shillings  as  parcel  of  Alnwick ;  tho  profits  of  tolls  and  divers 
other  things  sold  at  tho  yearly  fair  and  at  the  markets  of  AhiAvick 
held  on  Saturday,  aro  worth  sixteen  slullings;  at  Donwiclc,  Avhieh 
is  parcel  of  Alnwick,  seventy-six  acres  of  land  in  tho  hands  of 
tenants  at  Avill,  render  twenty-five  shillings  and  fnirpcnce,  at 
the  rate  of  foiu-pence  per  acre,  and  nineteen  and  a  half  l)ondagia 
there  are  in  the  hands  of  tenants,  each  haAang  ono  dwelling  house 
and  tAventy-four  acres  of  land  and  of  meadow — ton  of  them  render 
thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence  each,  and  nine  and  a  lialf,  six 
and  eightpcnce  each ;    at   Donwick  also,  three  cotagia  render 
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tlireo  sliillings  eacli,  and  one  pasturo  containinf^  three  acres 
renders  three  shillings;  at  AInmonth,  a  rent  called  Burghmale 
of  £-1  3s.  9d.  is  paid  at  the  feast  of  Pentecost  and  Saint  Martin ; 
other  free  tenants  there,  pay  nineteen  shillings  and  fourpence  at 
the  same  tenns;  a  fishery  there  in  the  ^\In  renders  two  shillings; 
the  perquisites  of  the  courts  at  Aluniouth  are  worth  thrt-y  shiUiugs 
and  fourpence,  and  the  toll  there  renders  two  shillings, 

Tlie  ruanor  and  town  of  Lesbury,  as  jiarcel  of  Alnwicli:,  render 
twelvepence  in  herbage;  two  hundred  and  five  and  a  half  acres 
in  demesne,  sixpence  per  acre ;  twent^'-two  acres  of  pasture, 
twelvepence  per  acre;  a  water  mill  yieldb  £'10  ;  there  are  twenty 
bondagia,  sixteen  of  which  render  thirteen  shillings  and  fuur- 
ponee  each,  and  four  lio  uncultivated,  thu  herbage  rendering  six 
Bhillings  and  eightpence;  eluven  cotnien  pay  twenty-two  shillings; 
one  free  tenant  two  shillings ;  one  dwelling  house  and  one  hun- 
dred and  t«-en1y  acres  of  land  yield  twelve  shillings;  and  the 
perquisites  of  the  Ilalmote  are  worth  five  shillings. 

The  manor  and  town  of  Great  Iloughton,  which  are  ruined  and 
wasted,  render  for  lierbage  three  shillings;  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  demesne  land  uiuepeuce  per  acre,  and  twenty-four 
acres  of  meadow  twelvepence  per  acre ;  of  two  water  mills,  tho 
one  is  ruined,  and  the  other  renders  one  hundred  shillings;  thero 
are  twenty-eight  bondagia,  eighteen  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of 
tenants  at  will,  each  rendering  sixteen  shillings;  tho  oilier  ten, 
desolate  and  lying  waste,  are  noAV  in  the  hands  of  tenants 
at  will,  each  rendering  six  shilHngs  and  eightpence ;  there  are 
twenty-nine  cotagia,  eighteen  of  which  are  in  the  haudb  of  ten- 
ants at  will,  each  rendering  twentypenco;  the  other  eleven,  which 
lie  waste*,  render  in  herbage  eleven  shillings  ;  tho  perquisites  of 
tho  llahnofo  are  worth  three  shillings  and  fourpence. 

In  the  town  ed'Chatton,  parcel  of  Alnwick,  is  a  manor  ruined, 
tlie  herbage  of  mIucIv  renders  three  shillings  and  fourpence;  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  demesne  land  render  sixpence 
per  acre ;  there  are  twenty-seven  bondagia,  eighteen  of  which 
are  in  the  hands  of  tenants  at  Avill,  each  rendering  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,  the  other  nine  are  desolated  and  lying  waste, 
and  for  herbage  each  renders  three  shillings  and  four})ence ; 
tliirteen  cotagiii  render  each  twelvepence;  one  water  mill  £8,  of 
which  £4  being  paid  to  the  "renowned  chapel"  at  C'hatton, 
there  remains  to  the  lord  £4  ;  a  certain  several  pasture  called 
"  Musgrave  Schell"  renders  for  herbage  sixty  sliillings ;  a  park 
with  wild  animals  called  "  Kelsowe  "  is  of  no  value  beyond  tho 
maintenance  of  tho  wild  animals;  free  tenants  render  £G  14s.  ; 
and  the  perquisites  of  the  Ilalmotes  are  worth  fuur  shillings. 

Tho  town  cf  Alnham  he  held  in  Ids  own  demesne  ;  and  the  site 
of  tho  manor  with  a  garden  and  two  acres  of  meadow  render  in 
herbago  six  shillings ;  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  demesne 
land  in  the  hands  of  tcnauta  at  will,  render  sixpeuco  per  aero, 
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and  fifteen  acres  of  demosno  meadow  twelvei^tence  per  acre;  of 
eighteen  bondagia,  twelve  are  in  the  liands  of  tenants  at  will, 
each  yielding  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,  the  other  six  are 
wasted  and  render  in  herbage  txrelvo  shillings;  twelve  cotagia 
in  the  hands  of  tenants  at  will  render  twent^'-four  shillings,  and 
six,  Avhicli  are  wasted,  render  in  herbage  twelve  shillings ;  one 
water  mill  rj3ndc]-s  fcn-ty-three  shilliiigs  and  fouj-penee;  and  free 
tenants  twenty-ionr  shillings  and  threepence. 

A  pasture  called  "  Swyleyschels,"  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Aln- 
wick, renders  in  herbage  thirty  shillings. 

Tlie  following  vills  and  manors  held  by  Henry  of  the  hing 
in  capife,  as  pertaining  to  the  castle  and  manor  of  ^Uuwick,  were 
granted  to  other  persons  on  feudal  conditions. 


Sliilbottle,  Ilazon,  Guy- 
zaiice,  ilenuington,  and 
the  fifteentli  part  ui'  the 
liuiiilet  uf  Broxfield 

Doddingtou  and  Wectwood 

Newham 

EastCheviiigton  and  Mor- 
wick 

Bruiilon,  Preston,  and  \ 
Screiiwoud  j 

Newtou-oii-tlie-Sca  and ) 
Yerdhill  (Earl)  j 

Hortoii 

liiulU-  and  Spiiulli'.stoii 

Ilnwkliill  and  l^wait 

Addcrston 

North  Cliaikloii 

Lucker  and  South  Charlton 

Liitlehoughtoa 

Biltou 


ilowick 

FowheiT}'  and  Coldmartin 
llc'ttoii 
Lyliaiu 

HamlL'tofBarte\ven(IIob-\ 
herla\v)  j" 

One  tenth  of  Swynhoe 

Rugley 

Cliilliiigliam,   Manor   and\ 

Castle  of  / 

Hock 


6ub-feuJatoiies, 

Value. 

Castl.5 

Robert  de  Hilton 

2-xV 

b.  d. 

29   i 

Sir  Thomas  Grey 

h 

100s. 

13  4 

John  de  Coupland 

1 

lUOs. 

6  8 

John,   son    and    heir   nfj 

Marniaduke  de  Luniley,  > 

n 

£120 

20  0 

and  David  de  Grey         J 

Sir  John  de  Stryvelyne 

i 

£20 

17  9 

John  de  Slryvelyne 

1 

20  marks 

13  i 

David  de  Grey 

I 

£10 

6  8 

Williajn  de  Balden  and) 

1 

£20 

];;  i 

WiUi.uu  de  Culville         / 

J'lioinas  de  tiray 

1^ 

£20 

17  !) 

A  lie.  Chartrcs 

I 

KiOs. 

Li    8 

Ileury  de  Beiiinond 

i\ 

100s. 

IJ  8 

David  de  Lokre 

I 

100s. 

13  4 

William  de  l^odum 

1 

100s. 

13  4 

Robert  de  Unifravyle 

1 

20  marks 

13  4 

Sir  'Ihomas  de  Gray       ) 

Niehulus  Jvlaitoks            | 

William  del  Hall             f 

1 

100s. 

13  4 

John,  hon  of  David  de 

liiighani,  and   his  wife. 

Willianj  de  Follebery 

1 

£20 

13  4 

iliehard  Teni])est 

1 

£10 

li  s 

Alanus  de  Stiuiher 

A 

£10 

0   2i 

John  de  Sokpeth 

i 

100s. 

2  0 

Walter  deSwyiihowe  and  \ 

J. 

100s. 

2  0 

Alauniis  de  lleton           J 

1 

Gido  Tias 

1 

£20 

5  0 

Alanus  de  Heton 

1 

£20 

13  4 

Robert  de  Tughale 

1 

13  4 
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Tlio  wliolo  of  tlieso  BuL-fuudatories  lield  tlicir  estates  Ly  homago 
and  lidulity  to  the  cliief  Laron,  Ly  servico  of  certain  pruportioim 
of  kuights'  foes  according  to  tlio  extent  (jf  tlio  property,  by  suit 
of  court  at  Alnwick  held  from  tlireo  Aveeks  to  tliree  weeks,  and 
Ly  payment  on  the  15tk  of  Jvdy,  of  a  sum  for  the  ward  or  defence 
of  Alnwn'ck  Castle.  These  particidars  are  given  in  the  in-eceding 
taLlo,  which  shews  also  the  value  of  each  estate,  and  the  names 
of  the  owners  according  to  the  original  spelling. 

Henry  also  received  a  rent  of  £8  out  of  the  manor  of  Beanie}'-,*'" 
which  A\'as  in  tho  hands  of  free  tenants  ;  sixty-eight  shillings  and 
eightpenco  out  of  the  manor  of  South  IMidiUeton  "under  Chevyot 
in  Glendale,"  also  Ly  the  hands  of  tenants  ;  ho  had  five  oxgangs 
of  land  in  tho  toAvn  of  Wooler,  which  "were  in  tho  hands  of  ton- 
ants  at  will,  each  oxgang  pa}-ing  ten  shillings  yearly. 

IJenry  also  hidd  of  the  king  in  chief  ilvo  castle  and  manor  of 
"Warkworth,  A\'ith  tho  vills  of  Birling,  Acklingtou,  HothLury, 
Newton,  Throptou,  and  Snitter,  pertaining  to  this  manor,  Ly 
service  of  tA\-o  knights'  fees ;  tho  castle  and  manor  are  of  no 
yearly  value  Loyond  repairs,  Lut  the  lierLago  of  the  mole  of  tho 
castle  renders  twelvepence ;  threo  hundred  and  three  acres  of 
land  sixpence  per  acre;  and  a  "several  pasture  called  AV'^olemero" 
thirteen  shillings  and  fourpenco  ;  rents  <-if  divers  Lurgages  in  tho 
town  produce  one  hundred  and  one  shillings  ;  out  of  the  vill  of 
High  liuston  [Ovobolilaton)  a  rent  of  tifty  shillings  was  payaLlc, 
and  another  rent  of  forty  shillings  o\it  of  tlie  vills  of  High  Luston 
and  Togston ;  a  water  mill  renders  £10;  and  a  hshury  in  tho 
Coquet  is  worth  £18  Gs.  8d. ;  the  liorLago  of  a  Avood  called  Sun- 
derland renders  live  shillings ;  and  the  perquisites  of  tho  court 
tlicro  aro  Avorlh  six  shillings  and  oightpcnce.  At  Birling,  ten 
Londagia  in  the  hands  of  tenants  at  Asill,  reader  thirteen  .--hillings 
and  four[)ence  each.  At  Acklingtou,  the  site  of  a  manor  renders 
four  shillings ;  and  seventy  acres  of  land  in  tho  hands  of  tcMiants 
at  Avill  sixpence  per  acre  ;  there  aro  tAventy-six  Londagia  in  tho 
hands  of  tenants  at  will,  each  rendering  thirteen  shillings  and 
fourpenco,  Lut  nine  others  lying  Avasto  render  in  lierLago  tAventy 
shillings ;  a  Avind  mill  thirty  shillings ;  tlio  lierLago  of  a  park 
Leyoiid  maintaining  tho  Avild  animal,:!  is  Avorfh  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpenco ;  and  tho  per(pnsites  of  the  llalmoto  court  three 
shillings  and  fourpenco.  At  llothLur}-,  the  site  of  a  dAselling 
house  renders  in  lierLage  threo  shillings  and  fourpeuce;  one 
hundred  and  forty-nino  acres  of  land  in  the  hands  of  teiuuits  at 
Avill  render  tonpcsnco  per  acre,  and  ten  acres  of  meadoAV  Avith  a 
pasture  lifty-one  shillings  and  nineponce ;  three  Avater  mills  Avith 
tolls  and  furnage  of  one  Lakehouse  £8  Gs.  8d.  ;  tAverity  ^healings 
in  the  f(n'est  of  liothLury  with  herLago  £21  ;   rents  of  divers 

*  Tliis  being  held  on  a  great  sergeantry  tenure,  did  not  render  tlie  or  Jinary 
military  service. 
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burgages  amount  to  £4  Os.  12d.  ;  an  annual  rent  called  Fcnsllver 
to  thirteen  Bliillings ;  the  pcrcjuisitos  of  tlie  court  are  ■\vortli.  nino 
KliilHugs.  At  Le  Newton,  eight  bondagia  in  the  hands  of  tea- 
anls  at  will  render  twelvepence  j^er  acre ;  land  called  Storlund 
tliirteen  Bhillings  and  fourpeuce ;  two  cotagia  six  shillings ;  and 
a  fulling  mill  thirty  Bhillings ;  At  Thropton,  ninety-four  acres  of 
laud  and  sixteen  acres  of  meadow  in  tlie  Ijands  of  tenants  at  A^ill 
render  t^\'elvepence  per  acre  ;  eight  Londagia  in  the  hands  of 
tenants  at  will  forty-tAvo  shillings  and  eightponce,  and  Avork  iu 
autumn  due  by  these  bondmen  to  the  lord  renders  eleven  shillings ; 
aTiother  bondagium  I'enders  eiglitpenco,  and  there  are  throe  cota- 
gia, each  of  which  renders  three  siiillings  and  fivepence  fartlung, 
three  parts  of  one  cotagium  twolvepence,  and  the  tenants  of  the 
said  cotagia  by  divers  works  four  shillings  and  sixpence.  Near 
to  fiuitter,  tliere  are  lifty-threo  acres  of  land  in  tlio  hands  of 
tenants  at  Avill  rendering  twolvepence  per  acre  ;  a  pasture  called 
Brudmedowo  twenty-one  sliillings;  eighteen  bondagia  render 
seventy-four  shillings,  and  by  work  t^venty  shillings ;  there  is 
also  a  rent  in  the  same  pilace  of  six  shillii^gs ;  three  cotagia 
render  three  shillings  and  ilveponce  farthing  each,  and  by  work 
eighteenpence ;  a  piece  of  laud  called  Thirland  renders  six  shil- 
lings and  eightpence. 

Ilenry  held  of  the  king  iu  cJdcf  tlio  burg  of  Corbridge,  on  a 
farm  rent  of  £40  paid  to  the  king's  exchequer,  with  increment  of 
the  same,  by  service  of  ten  shillings  to  tho  king,  by  the  hands  of 
tlio  sheritl'  of  the  county  ;  there  are  in  the  same  place  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  acres  of  land  iu  liie  hands  of  tenants  at  will 
rendering  fourteenpence  ])er  acre  ;  one  manor  renders  nothing 
beyond  I'Cpairs  ;  a  piece  of  land  called  AValdlleis,  with  forty  acres 
of  meadoAv  renders  threepence  per  acre ;  rents  of  divers  biu-- 
gages  amount  to  £4 ;  the  herbage  of  a  wood  called  Lj-nnels 
renders  forty-two  shillings  and  twopence  ;  a  piece  of  land  called 
Presdestrethuid,  £G  4s.  Od.  ;  the  Tolbuthe  six  shillings  and  oight- 
jieuce ;  a  waste  called  Aldhall  in  herbage  twelve  shillings;  tho 
rent  of  the  mill  of  Develston  is  ten  shillings ;  two  water  mills 
■with  toll  and  one  bakehouse  render  £18  ;  and  tho  perquisites  of 
the  court  are  worth  6s.  8d. 

He  held  also  of  the  king  in  chief  tlie  manor  of  Newburn  by 
service  of  ono  knight's  fee  as  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Warkworth; 
a  capital  messuage  "with  a  dove-cote  iu  the  hands  of  tenants  at 
will  renders  twenty-two  sliilhngs ;  t^vo  carucates  of  lands  in  tho 
hands  of  tenants  at  will  £10  ;  forty  acres  of  meadow  in  the  luinds 
of  tenants  at  Avill,  with  hearth  silver  [Jhcac/ium)  £9;  twenty-foux 
husbandlands  in  the  hands  of  tenants  at  will  £8  ;  eighteen  cota- 
gia in  the  liands  of  tenants  at  will  eighteen  sldllings  ;  and  one 
cotagium  ruined  renders  nothing;  two  water  mills  in  the  hands  of 
tenants  at  will,  with  a  malt-house  render  ten  marks;  ono  fishery  in 
the  Tyno  iu  tho  hands  of  tenants  at  Avill  £10 ;  a  coal  mine  in  the 
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liands  of  tenants  at  -will  forty  sldllings;  tlie  liamlot  Botlawo 
in  tliG  liands  of  tenants  at  will  forty  sliillings,  and  Dellawo  in 
licrLage  fourteen  sliillings ;  in  the  hamlet  Wallbottlo  are  sixteen 
luisbandlands  in  the  hands  of  tenants  at  Avill  rendering  £7,  and 
three  parts  of  one  hushandland  in  the  hands  of  tenants  at  will  ; 

six  shillings  and  eightpenco;  a  rent  called  Plassilvur  of  eighteeu- 
penee  is  collected  yearly ;  and  a  free  farm  of  tifteen  shillings  and 
sevenpence  comes  out  of  the  vill  of  Throeklaw,  ; 

Pertaining  to  the  castle  and  manor  of  Alnwick  are  the  advow- 
sons  of  tho  abbey  of  Alnwick,  the  temporalities  of  which  are  worth 
£10;  of  the  house  of  "Ilolne,"  worth  tu'onty  mares;  of  tlie 
chapel  of  Mary  of  Wark\^'-orth,  worth  forty  shillings ;  of  tho 
chapel  of  Chatton,  worth  sixty  shillings. 

£     s.    d. 
The  sum  of  tho  worth  of  the  manor  and  castle  of 

Alnwick  with  tho  members  yearly  is        .  .     17G   11     5^- 

The  sum  of  the  worth  of  the  manors  of  Warkworth 

and  Rothbury  with  tho  members  yearly  is       .     153     5     G^ 
The  sum  of  the  demesne  of  Coi'bridgo  yearl}'  is       .       49   11     8 
The  sum  of  the  manor  of  Newbui-u  -with  the  mem- 
bers yearly  is  59     0  13 

Sum  total  £450  Ss.   IM. 

Comparing  tins  Inquisition  witli  that  made  nearly  seventy 
years  before,  in  l.'^SO,  at  the  close  of  tlie  De  Yescy  period, 
Ave  must  be  struck  Avitli  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  tlie 
estate.  Taking  that  portion  Avhich  had  not  been  granted  to 
sub-fcudatories,  but  -wliich  was  partly  retained  in  the  hands  of  i 

the  baron,  partly  granted  to  free  tenants,  ami  ])artly  granted  on  -y 

servile  conditions,  we  iind  the  change  very  great.  The  value 
in  1289  Avas  £d75  9s.  (5^1.;  but  in  1308  only  £180  3s.  lid.  ; 

Land  had  not  much  altered  in  value ;  arable  land  Avas  six-  | 

pence  per  acre  annually  in  the  last  period,  in  the  latter  seven-  4i 

pence ;  mcadoAv  land  in  the  first  period  Avas  tifteenpencc  per 
acre,  in  the  latter  tAvclvepence.  We  cannot  compare  all  the 
particulars,  for  the  details  are  not  given  in  the  earlier  in- 
quisition; but  bondagia  in  the  lirst  period  Avcre  tAventy-six 
shillings  and  ciglitj)ence,  and  in  the  last  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpencc  yearly.  INIills  had  not  much  depreciated ;  the 
mills  at  North  Charlton  yielded  £6  in  lf;;89,  and  £5  in  loGS. 
The  falling  otf  must  lia\^e  been  chiefly  in  the  rental  of  lands 
let  to  tenants.  Taking  the  gross  sums,  Alnwick  jNIanor  in 
the  first  period  is  valued  at  £hl2  Os.  o{(\.,  but  in  tho  latter 
at  £52  1Gs.  8d. ;  Chatton,  at  £G8  IGs.lUl  in  the  former, 
and  £35  2s.  4d.  in  the  latter;  Alnmoutli  reaches  £30  in 
the  former,  and  only  £5   10s.   5d.  in  the  latter;  Lesbury, 
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£82  14s.  3(1.  in  the  former  and  £3S  Os.  lid.  in  tho  latter; 
Longhoii;^]iton,  £92  7s.  4|d.  in  the  former,  and  £o4  7s.  Od. 
in  tiie  latter;  and  Alnham  £19  6s.  7d.  in  the  former,  and 
£51  7s.  Gd.  in  the  latter  period.  The  valne  also  of  the  estates 
of  the  snh-fcndatories  had  diminished.  Chilliii;,diam  -was 
vahied  in  lo68  at  £20,  hnt  in  1289  at  £40 ;  Jlorton,  Avhich 
■was  £40  in  1289,  was  only  valued  at  £10  in  1368;  ami  it  is 
similar  Avith  other  estates.  lUit  these  relative  sums  do  not 
fully  ^'ive  the  amount  of  depreciation ;  for  hetnen  the  t^v•o 
periods,  tlio  English  ])oun(l  had  been  reduced  in  weight,  so 
tliat  Avliile  the  pound  in  loOO  was  ccpial  to  2'871  of  the 
present  pound  sterling,  it  was  only  equal  to  2"353  in  1353, 
shewing'  a  diminution  in  weight  of  twenty  per  cent.  ]\Ioncy 
at  the  former  ])erio(l  was  e(piivalent  to  above  twenty-five 
times  the  present  value,  but  in  1350  it  was  reduced  to  less 
than  twenty  times;  so  that  in  1289  the  manor  of  Alnwick 
was  wortli  £11,886  18s.  6i,d.,  but  in  1362  it  was  worth 
only  £3,663  4s.  8d.,  or  less  than  one  third.  I  know  not 
how  to  account  for  this  change  ;  possibly  the  incessant  war, 
which  raged  in  the  district  during  this  interval,  may  have 
desolated  it,  and  rendered  the  produce  of  industry  uncertain 
and  of  little  value.  The  great  pestilence,  Avliich  destroyed 
from  one  third  to  one  half  of  the  population,  may  have  "left 
many  lands  imtilled  and  many  herds  luitended. 

Large  rents,  it  will  be  observed,  were  derived  from  mills  ; 
for  at  tliis  period  and  long  afterwards,  barons  mono])olisetl 
the  tradi"  of  millers.  In  the  olden  tinu>,  qiu'rns  or  hand  mills 
formed  of  two  stones,  which  could  be  Avorked  l)v  one  or  tAS'O 
persons,  were  in  general  use,  so  that  each  householder  ground 
his  corn  Avithin  his  own  dwelling;  but  when  barons  built 
cither  water  or  Avind  mills  (of  both  of  Avliich  we  have  ex- 
amples"), all  the  inhabitants  of  the  barony  Avere  compelled  to 
take  their  corn  to  the  lord's  mill  and  to  pay  a  nuiltiue  or 
toll  for  its  use.  People,  hoAvev(>r,  still  persisted  in  grinding 
corn  Avith  their  OAvn  hand  mills  ;  and  therefore,  these  arbi- 
trary lords  sent  agents  arouiul  the  barony  to  destroy  the 
querns;  the  upper  stone,  being  thinner,  Avas  usually  broken, 
so  that  though  many  of  these  primiti\'e  mills  have  been  dis- 
covered in  this  district,  it  is  rare  to  find  a  perfect  up])er 
quern  stone.*  This  monopoly  Avas  profitable  to  the  lord,  but 
oppressive  to  the  people.     Barons  too,  monopolised  the  trade 

*  It  was  difierent  in  London,  where  it  was  ordained  "  that  every  one  who  uses 
two  bushels  of  corn  per  week,  shall  have  a  hand  mill  in  his  house."  Liber 
Alius,  p,  591. 
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of  baker;  tliey  built  ovens,  in  wbich  people  were  coni])clletl 
to  bake  their  bread,  and  pay  furnago  or  toll  for  their  use. 
The  value  of  one  Avatcr  mill  Avith  the  furnage  of  one  halcc- 
house  in  Rothbury  amounted  to  £8  Gs.  8d.  The  manorial 
bakehouse  of  Aln\\'iek  "was  situated  bc't\veeu  liundj^ate  Street 
and  the  north  side  of  the  Market. 

Other  peculiar  feudal  charges  appear  in  this  inquisition. 
Fe7isilvcr  was  paid  at  Rothbury  ;  Ixjth  its  origin  and 
object  arc  doubtful;  by  some  it  has  l)eeu  considered  as  a 
rennrant  of  head-])enee,  which  was  formerly  collected  by  the 
sheriff;  it  seems,  however,  to  have  been  a  baronial  imposition 
and  not  a  national  tax  ;  probably  a  payment  to  the  lord  in 
lieu  of  personal  service  a<:;ainst  the  Scots,  and  hence  called 
fen  ox  fence  silver.  Focagium  or  hearth  silver,  paid  at  Wark- 
Avorth,  was  a  tribute  for  fire,  the  object  and  ori;^in  of  Avbich 
are  also  obscure.  Castle  JFanl  Avas  char<4eablc  on  military 
tenants,  Avho  Averc  bound  to  defend  the  stronyhold  of  their 
lord.  Every  tenant  owing  this  service  to  the  castle  of  Ne\A"- 
castle,  Avas  originally  obliged  to  send  for  its  defence  one  man 
for  each  knight's  fee  held  by  him.  Rut  after  a  Avhilc,  ]')ersonal 
service  was  commuted  into  a  money  payment,  Avhich  in  the 
case  of  AlnAvick  Castle  ranged  from  tAvo  shillinss  to  twentv- 
nine  shillings  and  fourpence  yearly  ;  the  loAvcst  being  for 
SAvinhoc,  and  the  highest  for  Sliilbottle.  This  feudal  service 
was  extinguished  in  the  reign  oi'  Charles  II.  Though  bond 
labour  does  not  a])pear  at  AlnA^i(■k,  it  Avas  still  ])erfnnued  at 
.  Rothbury,  Avhere  eight  bondmen   and  llirec  eotmeu  Avorked  "-^; 

for  the   lord  in   autmnn  ;    and    their   labour  Avas   \  alucd  at  f 

fifteen  shillings  and  six])ence  yearly.  f 

The  question  Avhether  AhiAvick  ever  sent  members  to  par-  a 

liament  may  be  considered  here  ;  for  although  representative  f 

parliaments  Avere  summoned  in  lf264,  iii  the  49th  of  Henry  1 

HI.,  through  the  influence  of  Simon  de  ^Montford,  yet  parlia-  t 

mentary  representation  did  not  become  an  established  fict  v 

till  the  time  of  Edward  I.  Re])eate(lly  bas  it  been  .--aid  that 
Alnwick  Avas  summoned  to  send  members:  and  Willis  Rrown  V 

has  been  quoted  as  authority  for  tlie  assertion,  but  he  makes  >~ 

no  such  statement ;  he  merely  includes  AlnAvick  along  Avilh  --'^ 

Alnmouth,  Ilarbottle,  and  Warnmonth,  in  a  list  of  boroughs,  '  | 

which  Avere  never  sunnnoned  to  send  members.  That  Aln- 
wick, AAdiich  at  this  period  Avas  greatly  more  important  than 
many  other  places  Avhich  enjoyed  representation,  shoxildhavo 
been  passed  by,  api)ears  strange  enoiigh  ;  but  individual 
toAvns  Averc  not  sunnnoned  by  royal  authority;  the  Aviits  sent 
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to  slicrifFs  in  the  Sord  of  Edward  T.  directs  thorn  "  to  cause 
deputies  to  he  elected  to  a  general  council  from  every  city, 
horou<>-h,  and  trading  town."  Sheriffs  therefore  deterniincd 
-what  towns  should  exercise  the  electoral  privilege.  The 
sheriff  of  AViltshire,  in  the  12th  of  Edward  III.,  endorsed 
the  return  of  two  memhers  for  Salishury  with  these  words — 
"  there  arc  no  other  cities  or  horoughs  within  my  bailiwick," 
although  eight  other  towns  had  in  ])revious  years  sent  mem- 
hers to  parliament.  In  the  1st  of  Edward  III.,  the  sheriff  of 
Northumlterland  returned  to  the  writ  of  sunnnons,  that  they 
were  too  much  ravaged  to  st-nd  any  memhers  to  parliament ; 
and  in  the  6th  of  Edward  III.,  that  all  the  knights  were  not 
sufficient  to  protect  the  country.* 

Towns  frequently  were  desirous  of  escaping  the  expensive 
distinction  of  sending  memhers  to  parliament;  for  they  had 
to  pay  their  deputies  not  only  traNclling  expenses,  hut  two^ 
shillings  per  day  wages,  equivalent  to  at  least  forty  shillings  of 
our  money.  Tlirough  such  causes  Alnwick  may  have  been 
excluded  in  early  times  from  taking  part  in  representative 
government. 

Neither  general  history  nor  the  public  records  yield  much 
information  of  the  state  of  the  town  at  this  period.  The 
achievements  of  kings,  even  their  itineraries,  the  march  of 
armies,  and  the  deeds  of  great  barons  are  abundantly  told, 
but  it  is  only  incidentally  that  we  catch  a  view  of  the  condi- 
tion, the  character,  and  the  progress  of  the  great  body  of  the 
p(Miple. 

In  tbe  early  part  of  this  ])eriod  the  district  a])pears  to  have 
been  in  a  most  wretihed  condition.  The  battle  of  JJannock- 
burn  turned  the  tide  of  Avar  against  England;  and  the 
destructive  Avaves  which  had  swept  over  Scotland  surged 
back  against  the  English  border,  llobert  ruuce  in  1315, 
ravaged  the  open  country  as  far  as  Carlisle  ;  and  in  the 
following  year,  the  Scots  i)enetrated  as  fiir  as  Richmond,  and 
then  directing  their  course  westward,  wasted  the  country 
sixty  miles  around  and  carried  off  many  prisoners.  Scarcity 
and  famine  followed  those  ravages  ;  wheat  rose  to  the  price 

•  John  (le  Vallibus  and  Roger  Corbet  were  returned  as  tnights  for  Northum- 
berland, on  the  5th  of  April,  ISOiJ;  but  their  residence  being  required  in  the 
county  on  account  of  the  war,  John  de  Duddcn  and  William  de  Devon  appeared 
in  their  place;  on  the  3rd  of  November,  of  the  same  year,  John  de  Vallibus  and 
Richard   de   Horseleye  were  returned  knights  for  the    county.  —  Parliamentary 

Records,  I.,  pp.  172  and  187- 
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of  sixty  sliilUngs  per  quarter,  abont  eight  times  its  avcrng-e 
])ricc ;  and  tlie  Nortluiiubrians  Avere  compelled,  by  Avaiit,  tcr 
live  on  the  flesh  of  horses,  dogs,  and  unclean  things.  Ijands 
of  lawless  banditti,  prowling  in  tlie  district,  added  to  the 
horrors  of  tlie  scene. 

A  gang  led  in  lol7  by  Gilbert  de  Middleton,  constable  of 
INIitford  Castle,  connnitted  great  excesses,  and  did  not  even 
spare  cliurchmoi,  Su})port  was  given  to  him  by  some  l)order 
rnen  of  influence,  irritated  it  is  said  by  the  imprisonment  of 
Adam  do  Swinburn,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  liad  ven- 
tured to  address  a  remonstrance  to  the  king,  complaining  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  measures  for  preserving  order  in  the 
border  land.  AVlth  the  conduct,  hoAvever,  of  the  men  of  the 
north  generally,  tlie  king  a])pears  to  have  been  satisflud,  for 
on  the  oOth  of  May,  lolG,  in  a  letter  of  credence  addressed 
to  the  carls,  barons,  kniglits,  ami  free  men  {liberi  homhics), 
rmd  all  others  in  the  county,  he  thank*  tliem  for  their  fidelity 
and  valQur  in  resisting  the  Scots,  and  in  defending  his  liere- 
ditary  riglit  and  tlieir  own  personal  liberty  ;  he  is  greatly 
grieved  at  the  liardshlps  and  troubles  whicli  they  had  sus- 
tained from  the  enemy  ;  ami  when  he  shall  have  assembled 
his  army,  he  intends  to  proceed  speedily  with  sufficient  force 
to  defend  them  against  hostile  incursions  ;  John  dc  I'^elton, 
constable  of  the  castle  of  Alnwick,  to  whom  they  were  to 
give  full  faith  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  king's  intended 
movements,  is  well  able,  he  adds,  to  explain  his  intentions  to 
them.* 

Whatever  may  have  Ikx'u  the  cause  of  the  disaffection,  the 
malcontents  under  Gilbert  de  Middleton  ravaged,  pliuul(>red, 
and  destroyed.  In  one  of  his  predatory  excursions,,  issuing 
from  a  wood  at  Rusheyford — between  Ferry  Hill  and  Wood- 
ham — he  seized  \\pon  the  bishop  of  Durham  and  his 
brother  Lord  Henry  dc  Bea\nnout,  and  \i|)On  two  cardinals, 
who  had  been  sent  by  the  pope  to  ordain  the  bishoj)  and 
endeavour  to  mediate  a  Y^eace  between  England  and  Scotland. 
After  robbing  the  i)arty  of  their  goods,  money,  and  horses,  he 
dismissed  tlie  cardinals,  but  imprisoned  the  bishop  at  jMorpetli 
and  liis  brother  at  Mitford  ;  lieavy  ransoms  were  paid  before 
they  Avcre  released.  All  the  castles  of  Northumberland,  ex- 
cepting Norham,l)amburgh,  and  Alnwick,  were  taken  by  these 
freebooters.  Short,  liowever,  was  the  guilty  career  of  Gilbert 
de  Middleton;  ho  was,  through  the  treaclicry  of  some  of  his 

->..•.         •  Record?,  Chronological  Abstract,  It. 
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<[>wn  men,  captured  in  his  0"\vn  castle  of  Mitford,  by  "William 
Felton,  Thomas  Ileton,  and  Robert  HorneclifF,  and  v.as  sent 
to  London,  -where  he  Avas  tried,  condemned,  and  cxecnted.* 
Part  of  liis  band  escaped  to  Ilortun  Castle  and  joined  the 
gang  of  A^'alter  Selbj',  another  noted  freebooter.  "  It  were 
a  Ts'onderful  ])roccss"  says  the  Scala  C/ironica,  "  to  declare 
Avhat  mischiefs  came  by  Inmger  and  asseges  by  the  space  of 
xi  yeares  in  Northumberland.  For  the  Scots  became  to 
be  so  proud  after  they  had  got  Lerwick,  that  they  nothing 
esteemed  the  Englishman." 

By  the  possession  of  property  in  AhTwick  at  this  period, 
the  very  old  Northumbrian  family  of  jNIiddleton  Avas  con- 
nected Avith  the  town.  As  early  as  1'263,  -we  find  John  de 
jMiddleton  possessed  of  "Belsowe,"  now  iJelsay;  but  John,  his 
grandson,  Avho  inherited  it,  had  joined  his  kinsman  Gilbert  in 
his  rebellion,  and  suftVred  the  forieiture  of  his  property,  Avhich 
"was  in  13 IS  granted  by  the  king  first  to  John  de  Crumbewell, 
and  next  to  Sir  John  de  Strivelyn,  a  distinguished  -warrior 
high  in  the  king's  favour.  This  knight  commanded  the 
English  forces  at  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Loch  Levcn,  in 
1335,  when  they  attempted,  by  erecting  a  strong  Avail,  to 
obstruct  the  Aoav  of  the  Avater  and  overwhelm  the  castle ;  but 
the  attem]')t  failed,  lie  Avas  a  busy  man  in  the  aftairs  of  the 
north,  and  by  the  favour  of  the  king  and  by  ])rudent  marri- 
ages, accnmulated  large  possessions.  Lie  Avas  first  married 
to  Barbara,  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  Adam  de  SAvinburne  ;  and 
ucxt  to  Jane,  daughter  of  Eichard  de  Emcldon,  by  Avhom  it 
beems  he  (.ame  into  possession  of  pro])erty  in  Ahnviik  and 
the  neighbourhood.  Lichard  de  Emcldon  had  besides  other 
possessions  Avhen  he  died  in  1333,  lands  in  AlncAvyke,  Lug- 
geley,  Alnemuth,  AValden  ("Wooden ),  "Wooler,  Coldmartin, 
AbberAvick,  KeAvton-on-the-Moor,  Tyndeley,  Sheepeham, 
Broxfield,  Emcldon,  Dunstan. 

Through  his  marriages.  Sir  John  Strivelyn  became  allied 
to  the  family  of  INliddleton,  as  avcU  as  of  SAvinburn ;  and 
Avhen  he  died,  many  of  his  possessions  passed  by  virtue  of  a 
settlement  to  John  de  JMiddleton  and  his  Avife  Christiana  ; 
and  hence  Ave  find  that  John  de  Middleton,  Avho  died  in 
August,  139G,  Avas  possessed  of  the  half  of  ]3elshoAve  (Belsay) 
and  many  other  lands,  among  Avliich  Avere  four  tenements 
and  fifty-tAvo  acres  of  land  and  a  meadoAV  Avith  appurtenances 
in  AlncAvyk,  held  on  free  burgage  tenure,  and  AAhich  Avere 

*  "  Scala  Clironicn,"  p.  548,     Pakyiigton's  Clironique,  p.  i'i'2. 
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worth  ciglity  shillings  yearly  ;  one  burgage  in  Alnemouth  on 
free  burgage  tenure  worth  nothing.* 

Tliese  estates  were  in  the  possession  of  Christiana  his  wife 
in  1421.  The  present  Sir  Charles  Attieus  INIonck,  liart.,  is 
a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Middletons ;  though  disconnected 
with  Alnwickj  he  holds  lielsay  and  other  Northuml)crland 
estates ;  his  fatlier  in  1799  took  the  sin-name  of  Monck 
in  compliance  with  the  will  of  his  maternal  grandfather. 
Honourably  is  the  family  known  to  fame  for  the  heroism 
displayed  in  the  eighteenth  century  by  Sir  William  jNliddleton, 
Bart.,  in  bravely  and  successfully  battling  for  the  political 
independence  of  the  coiuity.  lie  was  five  times  returned  a 
knight  of  the  shire  during  the  reign  of  George  II. 

A  few  other  scraps  may  be  taken  from  the  public  records 
relating  to  property  in  Alnwick. 

The  sheriff,  in  1296  and  1297,  accounts  for  ten  shillings 
owing  by  William,  son  of  Ralph  de  Alnewic,  for  encroach- 
ment on  a  pasture. 

In  1329,  the  king  granted  for  ten  years  to  Hobcrt  de 
Newerk  the  custody  of  the  lands  and  tenements  which  be- 
longed to  AYilliam  de  liodam  and  Ivobert  de  Paxton,  hitoly 
enemies,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty-four  shillings  and  four- 
pence,  in  Alnewyk,  Hodom,  and  Alburwyk.  liodam 's  pro- 
perty in  Prendewyk,  consisting  of  one  toft,  four  cottages, 
and  one  hiuidred  and  two  acres  of  land  were  committed  to 
the  custody  of  William  de  I'^.meldon  for  seven  years  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence.f  The 
lloiliims,  at  this  period,  were  a  powerful  family;  but  most  of 
them  were  rebels;  in  lool,  the  properties  of  Adam  de  Ivodom 
and  Henry  do  llodum,  both  rebels,  were  placed  in  custody  ;:{: 

*  lie  held  also  one  tenenieut  and  the  third  part  of  a  tenement,  and  forty  acres 
of  land  and  meadow  in  Wolden  (AVooden)  on  socage  tenure  worth  yearly  twenty 
shillinj^s  ;  twelve  acres  of  land  in  Sonderland-flat  near  Lcsbery,  in  socage,  worth 
yearly  twelve  shillings ;  four  tenements  and  lifty-two  acres  of  land  in  Emildon 
and  Dunstane  held  of  the  duke  of  Lancaster  hy  knight's  service,  and  worth  yearly 
twenty-two  shillings;  the  manor  of  Newton-on-the-Sea  and  a  water  iijill  held  of 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  on  knight's  service,  and  worth  yearly  £20 ;  the 
manor  of  liurnton  with  a  mill  hy  knight's  service  of  the  earl,  and  worth  £10;  the 
thlid  part  of  Tyndeley  worth  ten  shillings  in  socage,  from  the  lord  of  Elyngham  ; 
one  burgage  on  free  burgage  tenure  from  the  king,  worth  yearly  five  shillings ; 
a  pasture  called  Black  jMiddyngmore,  near  AVarneforde,  on  socage  from  the  earl, 
and  wortii  yearly  two  shillings;  one  wood  called  Elwaldsyde  on  knight's  service 
from  the  earl,  worth  five  shillings. 

\  3  Edw.  III.,  Hot.  12.         .  +8  Edw.  III.,  Rot.  6. 
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and  In  1330,  the  king  gi'anted  to  Jolm  de  lUmninfr,  of  Alne- 
wyk,  for  lii.s  good  service,  to  hold  during'  his  whole  life,  three 
messuages  and  eight  acres  of  land  in  Alnewyk,  Avhich  he- 
longed  to  ^^^illiam  de  Rodum,  senior,  lately  an  enemy,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  six  shillings  and  eightpence;  two  years  later, 
they  were  granted  on  the  same  conditions  to  Galfrcd  de 
"Wandesford ;  and  in  1370,  these  lands  of  William  dc  Rodum, 
"lately  an  adherent  of  the  Scots,"  Avere  committed  to  Thoinas 
de  Motherly.  Robert  de  Manners,  Thomas  de  lloton,  John 
de  Ilehburn,  John  Wendout,  and  John  de  Alnwyk  had  at 
this  period  property  in  Alnwick.  In  1334,  Robert  de  Top- 
cliffe  was  ap])ointed  forest  bailiff  of  Alnwick.* 

From  the  judicial  inquiry  in  1201,  it  appears  that  a  market 
and  fair  Avcre  held  in  Alnwick  according  to  immemorial  usage, 
probably  going  backward  to  Saxon  times,  liishop  J]ck,  for 
what  reason  does  not  appear,  obtained  a  charter  from  Edward 
I.  in  1297,  to  hold  a  market  in  Alnwick  weekly  on  Saturday, 
and  a  fair  on  the  17th  of  IMarch  and  the  six  following  days. 
The  following  is  a  literal  translation  of  this  charter  : — 

"  For  tho  bishop  of  Durham. 

The  king  to  the  archbishops,  bishops,  Sec.  Know  that 
WG  have  granted,  and  by  tins  charter  luive  confirmed  to  tlio 
venerable  father  Anthony  Bek,  bishop  of  Durham,  that  ho  and 
his  heirs  for  over  may  have  one  market  weekly  on  Saturday  at 
liis  manor  of  Adnewyk  in  tlio  county  of  Northumberland,  and 
one  fair  there  yearly  continuing-  for  seven  days,  to  wit,  on  the 
eve  and  on  tlio  day  of  Saint  Patrick  and  for  live  days  following, 
unless  that  marlcot  and  that  fair  bo  to  the  injury  of  neighbouring 
markets  and  neiglibouring  fairs;  and  that  ho  may  luive  a  free 
warren  in  all  his  demesnes  of  Alnewyk,  Alnehani,  and  Tughalc, 
in  the  county  aforesaid ;  provided  these  lands  bo  not  within  the 
bounds  of  our  forest ;  so  that  no  one  may  enter  those  lands  to 

*  De  balliva  foiestarice  \  Hex  omnibus  ad  quos,  fitC,  salutem,      Sciatis  quod 

Forestae  de  Alnewyk  con-  >  concessiuius  dilecto  nobis  llobeito  de  Topclyve  ])a!li- 

cessa.  !  vam  forestariye  forestte  de  Ahiewyk,  quae  fnit  Ilenrici 

de  Percy,  defuncti,  qui  de  nobis  tenuit  in  capitc,  et 

[*   So  on  roU-l  qua;,  ratione,  ininoris  tctatis     .     .*     haTcdis  ipsius 

Heniici,  in  manu  nostra  existit;  custodiendaquanidiu 

nobis  placuerit;     percipiendo  per  annum  in  balliva 

praodicta  tantum  quantum  idem   Robertus   tempore 

dicti  Henrici  percepit  pro  custodia  supradicta.     In 

eujus,  fijc.      Teste  Kejje  apud  Thorneye,  xxxix  die 

Octobris,  per  breve  de  Privato  Sigillo. — Patent  Roll, 

8  Edw.  II.,  Part  1,  m.  11. 
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hunt  in  them  or  to  take  any  thing  that  pertains  to  -^varron,  Avitli- 
out  the  hcense  and  will  of  the  ,sanio  Anthony  or  his  licirs,  under 
a  peiuilty  to  ns  of  ten  pounds.  AVherefure  we  will  and  firmly 
command  for  ourselves  and  our  heirs,  that  the  aforesaid  Anthony 
and  his  heirs  shall  have  fur  ever  the  aforesaid  market  and  fair 
at  his  manor  aforesaid,  Avith  all  liLertios  and  free  customs  per- 
taining to  til  is  kind  of  market  and  fair  ;  uidess  that  nuirket  and 
that  fair  be  to  the  hurt  of  the  neighbouring  markets  and  neigh- 
bouring fairs :  and  that  thoy  may  liave  free  warren  in  all  their 
aforesaid  lands ;  provided  those  lands  be  not  within  the  bounds 
of  our  fn-est ;  so  that  no  one  may  enter  those  lands  to  hunt  in 
them  or  to  take  any  thing  that  pertains  to  warren,  without  the 
license  and  will  of  the  same  Antliony  tir  his  hoirs,  under  penalty 
to  us  of  ten  pounds  as  is  aforesaid.  Tliese  being  w  itnesscs,  the 
venerable  fathers  W.,  of  Ely,  and  E.,  of  London,  bishops  ;  Tlugh 
le  Despcnscr,  Geollrey  de  CJeynevill,  Thcnnas  do  lierklaye,  AVal- 
ter  de  Beauehamp  steward  of  our  household,  John  Ikiteturte, 
John  de  ]\Ierlv,  and  others.  Given  under  our  hand  at  A\^inchelsea 
the  20th  day  of  August  in  the  3'ear  of  our  reign  tho  2i3th, 
[1297]."— Charter  Koll,  25  Edw.  I.,  m.  1. 

Another  document  among  the  public  records  tells  of  the 
ruined  state  of  an  ancient  bridge  Avhich  spanned  the  Ala  in 
13-17,  near  tlie  place  wliere  the  Lion  IJridge  now  stands. 
Edward  III.  granted  the  tolls  of  this  bridge  for  three  years 
to  the  men  of  Alnwick,  to  enable  them  to  repair  it  and  to 
pave  the  town.  Especially  interesting  is  this  chartei*,  because 
specifying  tlic  amount  of  toll  chargeable  on  various  commo- 
dities, it  sliews  the  character  of  the  trade  of  tlie  town  at  tliis 
early  period.  The  town  liad  bi'conic  important  and  its  trade 
was  considerable;  for  the  charter  assumes  that  the  tratlic 
was  so  great  as  to  yield  tolls  in  the  course  of  three  years 
suificient  in  amount,  not  merely  to  repair  and  probably  re- 
build the  bridge,  but  also  to  pave  the  streets.  The  country 
cvxtending  numy  miles  around  Alnwick  would  then  be  sup- 
plied with  merchandise  at  its  markets  arul  fairs,  where  too  the 
surplus  produce  of  the  country  would  be  disposed  of.  The 
trades  of  tanner,  skinner,  Aveaver,  dyer,  fuller,  tinner,  brazier, 
and  smith  w  ere  then  carried  on  in  the  tOAvn,  as  materials 
necessary  for  such  employments  were  brought  to  the  markets. 
The  following  is  a  literal  translation  of  tliis  document: — 

"  Concerning  Pontage. 

The  king  to  the  baililTs  and  good  men  of  the  town  of 
Alnewyk  in  tho  county  of  Northumberland  greeting.  Know  yo 
that  in  aid  as  well  of  tho  bridge  of  the  town  aforesaid  Avhich  is 
ruined  and  broken  to  the  serious  loss  of  the  men  passing  by  that 
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briclgo,  as  of  tlio  paving  of  your  town  aforesaid,  wo  gi'ant  to  yon, 
tliat  from  tlio  day  of  the  making  of  tlioso  presents,  even  to  tlio 
end  of  tliree  years  next  following  fully  completed,  you  may  tako 
by  the  hands  of  those  in  whom  }oii  have  confidence,  and  fur 
whom  3'ou  are  willing  to  be  answerable,  the  customs  undcr^^'ritten 
on  things  for  sale  coming  to  the  said  town  and  passing  Ijy  the 
said  bridge,  &c.,  as  above.  Witness,  the  king,  at  Westminster, 
18th  day  of  April. 

To  wit,  for  every  horse-load  of  corn  for  sale,  one  farthing ;  for 
every  cart  load  of  corn  f<)r  sale,  ono  lialfpcnny;  for  every  horse, 
marc,  bull,  or  cow  for  sale,  one  farthing;  for  every  skin  of  a 
horse  or  mare  for  sale,  one  farthing ;  for  every  hundred  of  skins 
of  goats,  stags,  hinds,  fallow  deer  for  sale,  one  halfpenny  ;  for 
every  hundred  of  skins  of  lambs,  kids,  hares,  rubbits,  foxes, 
cats,  and  sixiiirrels  for  sale,  ono  farthing ;  f  jr  every  horse-load  of 
cloths  for  sale,  one  halfpenny ;  for  every  entire  cloth  for  sale,  ono 
farthing ;  for  every  himdred  of  webs  of  Hnen,  canvas,  cloths  of 
Ireland,  Galloway,  and  AVorstod  for  sale,  one  halfpenny ;  for 
every  hogshead  of  "wdne  or  ale  for  sale,  one  penny  ;  for  every 
cart  load  of  hone}'-  for  sale,  one  halfponn}'-;  for  every  bundle  of 
cloths  for  sale  brought  by  a  cart,  twopence;  for  every  cart  load 
of  lead  for  sale,  ono  penny;  for  merchandise  sold  by  weight 
[averio  de  j^ondere),  to  wit  fur  a  hundred  weight,  ono  penny ; 
for  every  poise  of  tallow  and  fat  for  sale,  one  farthing ; 
for  every  quarter  of  woad  for  sale,  ono  halfpenny;  fur  every 
hundred  weight  of  alum,  copperas,  cream  of  tartar  Unyail},  and 
vordigreaso  for  sale,  ono  penny;  for  two  thousand  onions  for 
sale,  one  farlJiing  ;  for  ten  sheaves  {shavis)  of  garhe  for  sale,  ono 
■farthing;  for  every  thousand  herrings  for  sale,  ono  farthing;  for 
over}'  cart  load  of  sea-fl.•^h  for  sale,  ono  farthing;  for  every  hun- 
dred boards  for  sale,  ono  fartliing ;  for  every  mill-stone  for  sale, 
one  larthing ;  for  every  thousand  faggots  for  sale,  one  penny ; 
for  every  quarter  of  salt  for  sale,  one  farthing;  for  ever}' poiso 
of  clieese  or  butter  for  sale,  ono  farthing ;  for  every  cart  load  of 
wood  and  coals  for  sale  by  the  week,  ono  halfpenny ;  for  every 
quarter  of  oak  bark  for  sale,  one  farthing ;  for  every  hundred 
weight  of  tin,  brass,  and  copper  f(U"  sale,  one  halfpenny;  for 
every  bundle  of  merchandise  of  whatever  kind  for  sale  and  every 
other  tlung  for  sale  of  the  value  of  live  shilhngs  not  hero  speci- 
fied, coming  to  the  said  toAvn  and  passing  throxigh  that  town, 
excepting  wool,  wool  fells,  liides  of  bulls  and  cows,  and  iron,  (uio 
farthing."— Patent  EoU,  51  Edw.  III.,  m.  19. 

Some  idea  of  the  relative  value  of  different  oommodities 
may  be  gathered  from  the  tolls  charged.  Tlic  general  ratio 
between  the  toll  and  the  value  of  an  article  was  one  penny 
to  a  pound ;  though  this  doubtless  Avas  moditicd  in  its  appli- 
cation to  particular  commodities.     A  horse  load  of  corn  paid 
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the  same  toll  as  a  horse,  bull,  or  cow ;  their  carcasses,  how- 
ever, were  not  of  high  value,  for  the  toll  ou  the  hide  was  as 
much  as  that  ou  the  live  animal.  Mill -stones  were  of 
great  value,  as  their  toll  was  as  much  as  tluit  of  a  load  of 
corn.  Though  apparently  small  in  amount,  these  tolls  were 
a  tolerably  heavy  tax;  for  money  then  was  worth  twenty 
times  its  present  value.  Wheat  was  four  shilliugs  a  quarter; 
a  sheep  sold  for  a  shilling;  in  1361,  two  hides  sold  for  lifteen- 
pence,  a  cow  brought  six  shilliugs,  a  heifer  five  shilliugs,  and 
a  bull  seven  shilliugs ;  the  wages  of  skilled  Avorkmen  were 
about  threepence  a  day. 

The  old  Nornum  church,  as  well  as  the  castle,  had  become 
ruinous;  for  in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century  it  was 
renovated  and  enlarged.  Windows  and  mouldiugs  in  the 
north  wall,  in  the  later  decorated  style  of  architecture,  are 
remains  of  this  ])oriod.  Some  other  inforuiation  is  afforded 
by  the  records  of  taxation  on  ecclesiastical  ])roperty.  Aln- 
wick Church  was  still  a  chapelry  connected  Avith  l.csbury; 
in  the  Taxatio  Ecclcsiastica,  about  12'J1,  Lesceby  (Lcsbury) 
with  the  cha])els  of  Houghton,  AlncAvyk,  and  Alnuiuth,  arc 
valued  at  £70  ;  the  abbey  of  Alnewyc  at  £30.  lUit  such 
had  been  the  desolating  effect  of  Scottish  inroads,  that,  in  the 
taxation  of  131(5,  two  years  after  the  battle  of  Ijannoclvburu, 
the  ecclesiastical  benefices  in  the  deanery  of  Alnwick  arc  said 
to  be  waste  and  entirely  destroyed.  Churches  and  cliurch 
])roperty  Avere,  however,  in  a  better  condition  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  111.  ;  for  in  the  Nonarum  IiKjui^itioius  made  in 
1346,  while  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  are  returned  as  deteri- 
orated by  Scotch  ravages,  Corsenside  and  Hol)'Stone  are  the 
only  Northumbrian  parishes  in  that  condition.  The  parish 
of  Lesbury  including  the  chapels  of  lloughtou,  Alnwick,  and 
Alumouth,  was  assessed  at  £76  13s.  -Id.  for  the  ninths  of 
corn,  wool,  and  lambs.  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  add 
the  value  of  a  few  other  churches  in  the  neigld)ourhood : 
— Shiplinbotel  was  £17  2s.,  Ilowick  £16,  Werkcworth 
£100,  Emeldon  £120,  Edlyngham  £m  V6^.^A(\.,  Eg- 
lingham  £100,  Wytingeham  £100,  Alueham  £37  13s.  4d., 
Augerham  (lugram)  £53  6s.  8d.,  Felton  £46  13s.  4d., 
R(mthcbery  £133  6s.  8d.,  Alwenton  £86  13s.  4(1.,  llaliston 
formerly  £8,  -svas  altogether  Avasted  by  Scottish  enemies. 

The  little  seaports  near  Alnwick  -were  at  this  period  j^reatly 
more  important  than  at  the  present  time.  AVhen  the  infamous 
Queen  Isabella  was  preparing  to  make  a  desceutfrom  France 
on  England  to  dethrone  her  husband,  all  ships  carryiug  thirty 
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tons  and  move,  Avcre  in  1326  commanded  to  be  at  Erewcll  in 
Suffolk,  sndicicntly  armed  and  victualled  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  Raljdi  de  N(;ville,  Thomas  de  Grey,  John 
do  Fenwyk,  and  John  de  Ijilleburn  M'cre  a])pointcd  super- 
visors for  this  purpose  of  the  ports  and  vills  of  Aleniuth, 
Werkworth,  I)unstanhur<^h,  and.  other  northern  ports.*  In 
looo,  similar  commands  were  addressed  to  the  bailiifs  of  the 
vills  of  Alnmonth,  Warkworth,  Emildon,  and  JJambur^h,  to 
detain  all  the  shi])s  in  these  ports  carrying-  fifty  tuns  of  wine 
and  upwards,  and  with  all  speed  to  equip  them  with  muni- 
tions of  war  that  they  might  be  ready  to  go  forth  in  deience 
of  the  kingdom.  Similar  commands  were  given  in  1334; 
and  in  1310,  the  bailiff  of  the  vill  of  Alemuth  was  ordm-ed  to 
send  such  ships  of  that  port  sufficiently  munitioned  and 
victualled  to  go  to  Gascony.f 

I  may  add  here  that  the  ancient  name  of  Alnmonth  -was 
Saint  Waleric;  for  in  the  foundation  charter  of  Alnwick 
Abbey,  Eustace  de  Vescy  granted  to  it  in  1M7,  one  measure 
of  land  in  the  bifrr/  of  St.  fVahric,  to  Avhom  the  church  had 
been  dedicated.  Ne^^■bigg^ng-by-the-Sea,  in  Northumber- 
land, bore  the  same  name  at  an  early  j)eriod  ;  \Villiam,  the 
illustrious  carl  of  Northumlieiland,  before  he  became  kiw^  of 
Scotland  as  William  the  Lion,  granted  to  William  de  Vescy 
a  charter  to  hold  a  market  at  Saint  \yaleric,  Avhich  was  then 
called  Newbigging.J 

»    Rjnun's  Fcoil.,  11.,  p.  GGO.  f   Rot.  Scot.,  I.,  ami  Rym    Fa-.t. 

I   Raine's  Memorials  ol'  llexliaui  Rriory,  I.,  p.  xiv. 
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Old  Percy  Arms— Beverley  Minster.     See  page  112. 
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HENEY  PERCY  FIRST  EARL  OE  NORTHUJ^EBERIAND, 
AND  HOTSPUR. 


HIS    CITATIACTER — EXOAGED    I:N'    THE    FRE^X'^    WARS — SUPPORTS    'WY- 

CLIFFE  CREATED     EARL  —  BORDER    WARFARE  —  HOTSPUR  — 

BATTLE  OF  OTTERKURN — THE  PERCYS  KEBEL  AGAIXST  RICHARD 
II.  AND  RAISE  HENRY  IV.  TO  THE  THROXE  —  RICH  REWARDS — 
BATTLE  OF  HOMILDON — REBEL  AGAINST  HENRY  IV.  —  CAUSE  OP 
THIS  REBELLION — BATTLE  OF  SHP.EWSBURY — DEATH  OF  HOTSPUR 

— -EARL    I'ARDONED — REBELS  ■  AGAIN NORTHUMBRIAN    CASTLES 

BESIEGED — EARL  SL.V1N  AT  BRAMUAM — LUCY  EaTATES — HERAL- 
DRY. 

Henry  tie  Percy,  tlie  th'ivd  baron  of  Alnwick,  was,  accord- 
ing to  the  chronicle  of  Ahnvick  Ahhey,  hrou<;ht  np  in  his 
yonth,  partly  at  the  king's  court  and  partly  Avith  his  nncle, 
the  duke  of  Lancaster.  ITi-  is  represented  as  elocpient, 
learned,  and  wiitchi'ul ;  in  his  father's  lifetime,  he  was  feared 
by  the  Scots,  and,  by  reason  of  his  eloquence  in  treaties,  was 
somewhat  beloved,  for  he  Avas  well  learned  and  watched  well, 
and  wisely  and  maturely  and  elocpiently  ansAvered  to  the 
things  proposed.  This  eulogy  is  probably  just ;  for  thou njh 
his  actions  prove  him  to  have  been  and)itious,  selfish,  and 
turbulent,  he  ^vas  certainly  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  dis- 
tin.i;iiished  of  his  family. 

lie  Avas  twenty-six  years  of  age  Avhen  his  father  died;  but 
before  that  tinn^,  he  had  been  twice  en.gagcd  in  llie  French 
Avars  in  the  years  lo5y  and  loGo.  To  the  barony  of  Alnwick 
he  succeeded  in  13G8;  and,  in  the  course  of  tliat  year,  he 
Avas  Avith  Kin^-  Edward  IlL  at  Calais;  and  Avas  afterwards 
sent  into  Poitou  Avith  an  army  to  tlie  relief  of  the  marches 
there.  He  Avas  again  in  the  French  Avars  in  13G9,  having 
Avith  him  a  retinue  of  eleven  knights,  forty-eight  men-at-arms, 
forty-seven  esquires,  and  one  hundred  archers  on  horse-back. 
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Being  seized  with  sickness  ho  soon  returned.  After  this, 
he  was  in  France  again  for  some  tiinc,  along  with  the 
earl  of  Lancaster,  till  a  tnice  was  concluded  in  13TG.  In 
that  year  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  marshal  of  Eng- 
h\nd ;  and  in  1377,  he  Avas  made  general  of  the  forces  sent 
to  the  places  in  France  under  English  dominion.  Such  was 
his  magniticence,  that  he  had,  as  liis  own  retinue,  one  hun- 
dred men-at-arms  and  one  hun(h-ed  archers,  and  a  ready 
supply  of  two  hundred  men-at-arms  and  two  hundred  archers, 
all  mounted  on  horseback.* 

At  this  ])criod,  his  name  becomes  associated  with  the  early 
struggles  to  obtain  religious  reformation — one  of  the  few  acts 
of  his  busy  life  with  which  we  can  sympathise.  AV^ycliffe, 
the  precursor  of  IIuss,  Luther,  and  Calvin,  Avho  a  century 
later  shook  the  spiritual  domination  of  Home,  had  for  some 
time  been  preaching  and  writing  against  the  abuses  of  the 
Ivonuin  Catliolic  clergy;  and  several  noblemen  had  become 
his  supporters,  either  from  conviction  of  the  truth  of  his 
doctrines,  or  for  political  purposes.  AVhen  Wyclifie  was 
summoned  in  1377  before  the  convocation,  he  was  accom- 
panied by  John  of  Gaunt,  the  king's  son,  and  Lord  Percy, 
the  marshal  of  England.  Courtenay,  the  presiding  bishop, 
irritated  at  this  daring  stej),  exclaimed,  "Lord  Percy,  if  1  luid 
known  what  masteries  you  kept  in  the  church,  I  would  have 
stopped  you  irom  coming  hitlier."  "  lie  shall  keep  such 
masteries  "  replied  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  ''  though  you  say 
nay."  AVhile  the  \enerable  reformer  stood  before  the  pre- 
lates, wht)  Avcre  seated,  Percy  considerately  desired  ^\^yclitfe 
to  sit  down,  as  he  had  many  tilings  to  answer  for  and  -would 
need  repose;  but  the  bishoj)  insisting  that  AVjcliffe  should 
stand,  a  warm  altercation  arose,  which  caused  the  meeting  to 
])e  broken  up,  and  the  refornu-r  retired  under  the  protection 
of  the  two  lords.  A  nmb  of  Londoners,  who  were  hostile  to 
the  duke,  assembled  next  day  to  revenge  what  they  considered 
the  insult  offered  to  their  bishop,  and  broke  open  Percy's 
house  and  killed  a  priest,  whom  they  mistook  for  hiui,  and 
afterwards  gutted  the  duke's  ])alace  of  Savoy.  Fortunately 
for  botli  lords,  they  were  dining  at  the  time  of  this  riot  with 
John  of  Ipres,  a  Flemish  merchant. 

As  marsluil  of  England,  Henry  de  Percy  ofRciated  at  the 
coronation  of  Richard  II.,  in  1377;  and  he  was  tlien  created 
carl  of  Northumberland,  being  the  lirst  of  his  I'amily  who 

*  Dug.  Bar.,  I.,  27(5. 
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enjoyed  that  dignity.  By  a  special  giant,  he  was  privileged 
to  hold  all  the  lands  of  which  he  was  then  seized  or  which 
he  might  afterwards  pnrchaso,  Suh  llonore  Cumitatus,  and 
as  parcel  of  his  earldom.  Soon,  after  this,  he  resigned  his 
marshal's  rod ;  and  proceeding  to  his  northern  estates  he 
engaged  with  energy  in  the  allairs  of  the  border  land. 

Henry   Percy,   however,    had    for    years    previously   hcen 
occasionally  engaged  in  border  warfare,  for  in  13G8,  he  had 
been  appointed  one  of  the  wardens  of  the  marches  towards 
Scotland.     There  is  some  confusion   in   the  records  of  tlie 
engagements  of  that  period,  between  the  Englisli  and  the 
Scots  ;  events  of  a  similar  nature  are  narrated,  by  Scottish 
historians  as  taking  place  in  \o~i\l,  but  by  English  liistorians 
four  or  five  years  later.     Thougli  a  truce  had  been  concluded 
in  1357  to  last  for  ten  years,  the  turbulent  b(ndcrers  could 
not  refrain  from  aggressions.     Some  serious  differences  had 
arisen  between  the  two  border  chieftains,  P(;rcy  and  Douglas; 
and  we  lind  from  the  rolls  of  Scotland,   that  in   \olo  and 
again  in  loT-l,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  endeavour 
to   settle   the    dispute    and    bring    about    peace    witli    these 
haughty  men  ;*  but  the  effort  seems  to  have  been  fruitless. 
A  small  caiise  involved  the  countries  in   Avar.     One  of  the 
folloAvers  of  the  carl  of  Dunbar  was  killed  by  the  English  at 
Iloxburgh    fair,   and   the   earl    demanded    redress   from   the 
English   Avardens,   but    they    returning    a   scornful    ansAver, 
he  dissimulated  for  a  time;  on  the  recurrence  of  the  fair, 
liowever,  in  tlu;  following  year,  he  secrclly  coUectt'd  his  f'ol- 
loAvers,  attacked  the  town,  slew  e\  cry  l''nglishman  in  it  from 
the  least  to  the  greatest,  set  it  on  lire,  and  jdiuidered   it. 
Mutual   ravages   folloAVcd,   but   the    English    suffered  mo.st. 
Deeply  grieved  at  these  insults  and  losses.  Lord  Percy  in  the 
following  year  entered  Scotland  Avith  seven  thousand  men  to 
Avaste  and  pillage  the  doruains  of  CJeorge,  the  earl  of  ]Junbar; 
and  passing  through  the  mcrse  of  Ih'ru  iekshire,  he  encamped 
by  a  Avood  at  Dunse.     This  invasion,  if  we  are  to  give  credit 
to  Eordun,  had  a  ridiculous  issue.     A\'liile  the  English  aiiny 
Avere  quietly  and  as  they  thought  securely  .slumbering  in  their 
camps,  a  few   of  the  peasants  and  shepherds  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood approached  to  the  English  encam})ment  stealthily 
during   the  night,  armed   only  Avith  rattles   made  of  dried 
skins  iilled  Avith  pebbles  and  fixed  to  the  end  of  long  ])oles, 
and  Avhich  were  used  to  frighten  away  deer  and  Avild  cattle 

*    Rot.  Soot.,  I.,  p.  05-3.  '  '      •■ 
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from  the  corn.  These  they  shook  vigourously,  and  the  horrid 
noise  ])roduced,  so  terrified  the  English  horses,  tliat  tliey 
hroke  from  their  keepers  and  ran  a^vay  wihlly  among  the 
hills.  Awakened  and  alarmed  l^y  the  noise,  the  Englisli 
army  finding  tliemselves  deprived  of  their  Avar  horses  and 
beasts  of  hnrden,  fled  on  foot  in  disorder  towards  England, 
leaving  their  baggage  beliind  them.*  This  strange  story  may 
be  an  exaggerated  version  of  events  ^liieli  occurred  in  lo77 
according  to  English  historians;  for  we  are  told,  that  to 
revenge  the  burning  of  lloxl)urgh,  the  earl  of  Northumber- 
land, Avith  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  ravaged  the  lands 
of  the  earl  of  March. f 

The  siege  of  Berwick  by  the  earl  of  Northumberlaiul,  in 
1378,  is  interesting  as  bringing  prominently  before  us  the 
most  popular  soldier  of  his  age,  Henry,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
carl.  .Seven  ])owerful  natives  of  the  ^Scottish  border  had,  a 
little  previously,  by  a  daring  attack  sur})rised  and  taken  the 
castle  of  IJcrwick.:}:  The  earl  besieged  it  with  seven  thmisand 
archei'y  and  three  thousand  horse,  and  though  defended  by 
only  forty-eight  determined  men,  it  held  out  for  eight  days  ; 
on  the  ninth  it  was  taken  and  the  wliole  of  tlie  brave  garri- 
son, excepting  the  governor,  Avere  cruelly  put  to  the  sword. 
Young  Percy,  then  little  more  than  twelve  years  of  age,  dis- 
played on  this  occasion  so  much  intre])idity  and  cuura"e, 
that  he  received  the  sobric^uet  of  Ilotsjxo'.  Knyghton  says 
"  that  this  Henry  is  by  the  Frt'nch  and  Scots  called  llarre 
I{<i/t\^porrc,  because  in  the  silence  c>f  tlie  storm v  night,  oIIuts 
bein;;'  unoccupied  ami  in  ([uict  sleep,  hi'  laboured  un\vearicd, 
as  if  his  spur  \vas  hot,  a\  liieli  Ave  call  Jlates2)()rre."v^ 

T'he  duke  of  Tian(,!aster  had  become  obnoxious  to  the  Eng- 
lish, and  in  1881  sought  a  temi)orary  asylum  in  Scotland. 
Forgetful  of  his  old  friendship,  the  earl  of  Northumberland 
treated  the  duke,  in  his  distress,  with  disrespect;  and  on  the 
duke's  return  from  Scotland  gave  him  fresh  provocation  by 
refusing,  as  lord  Avarden,  to  permit  him  entering  into  IJer- 
Avick.  The  duke  complained  to  the  king,  but  the  earl  defemled 
himself  with  boldness;  so  feeble,  however,  Avas  the  throne 
and  so  powerful  these  barons,  that  both  of  them  attended 
parlianumt,  Avith  numbers  of  armed  retainers;  and  it  Avas 
Avith  dllliculty  that  the  king  eoni})osed  the  quarrel,  by  induc- 
ing tlie  earl  to  ask  pardon  of  the  duke  of  Lancaster. 

«   Foidun,  II.,  Lib.  XIV.,  Cap.  2S.  f   ^Valsing.  p   211. 
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A  few  years  of  quiet  crisuetl  till  the  cx^jiration  of  the  truce 
iu  1384,  Avlieu  the  Scots  renewed  hostilities.  The  duke  of 
Lancaster  invaded  Scotland,  hut  had  weather  and  scarcity  of 
provisions  coni])elled  hiui  to  return  Avithout  achievin;^-  much; 
on  his  Avay  humeward,  he  madi;  an  a<;reeuient  with  the  carl 
of  Northuniherland,  that  the  eail  should  reside  on  the  marches 
for  their  government  and  defence,  Avilh  authority  to  levy  forces 
to  repel  invasion.  For  these  services  he  had  to  ho  paid;  and 
he  received  £4000  f(n'  maintaining  garrisons  in  15erwick, 
Carlisle,  and  Iloxhurgh,  for  six  weeks.*  A  truce,  howc^ver, 
ended  for  a  time,  hostilities.  During  this  truce,  the  earl's 
deputy  governor  of  IJerwick,  corrupted  hy  a  hribe,  delivered 
up  Berwick  to  the  Scots.  The  (piarrel  hetwcnni  the  earl  and 
Lancaster  still  smouldered,  and  this  event  hlew  it  into  a 
flame.  The  earl  was,  in  liis  ahsence,  accused  of  treasou 
before  parliament  hy  Lancaster,  and  sent('nce  of  death  and  of 
loss  of  estates  was  j)ronouuccd  against  him.  \Vhen  sum- 
moned to  meet  his  accuser,  he  refused  to  obey,  assigning 
as  a  reason,  that  his  presence  Avas  re<piired  near  the  marches. 
His  vigorous  and  successful  defence  of  the  borders  on  this 
emergency,  wiped  oif  the  stain  which  had  been  cast  on  his 
fidelity.  lie  assembled  a  great  force  and  attempted  to 
regain  Berwick;  but,  finding  the  weather  nnpro])itious  for 
a  regular  siege,  he  resorted  to  bribery  ;  and  by  the  same 
corrupt  means  as  those  by  Avhich  it  was  lost,  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  place.  The  charge  against  him  was  groundless ; 
and  the  king,  after  this  achievement,  panhtned  hiui  aiul 
restored  his  honours  and  ])ossessions. 

Short  (ruces,  though  ill  kept,  gave  a  little  repose  to  the 
two  countries;  but  in  1887  hostilities  were  renewed,  Avhich 
led  to  one  of  the  most  romantic  of  border  battles.  Two 
Scottish  armies  crossed  the  border  ;  the  larger  body,  led  by 
Earls  Life  and  Strathearn,  ravaged  Cund)erland ;  and  the 
smaller  body  consisting  of  three  hundred  |)icked  lances  and 
two  thousand  stout  infantry  and  arclu'rs,  led  by  the  earls  of 
INlarcli,  Miirr.iy,  and  Douglas,  invadtd  Northumberland,  and 
wasted  and  burnt  the  cctuntry  as  far  as  D\n-ham.  Little 
.  opposition  was  made  to  these  inroads,  as  llicliard  11.  was 
then  quarrelling  Avith  his  ])arliament.  The  smoke  of  burning 
villages  gave  the  first  intelligence  of  this  invasion  to  the  barons 
and  knights  of  the  county.  The  earl  of  Northumberland  sent 
his  tAvo  sons,  Sir  Henry  and  Sir  llalph  Percy,  to  NcAvcastle, 


*   rioissart  Cliron.,  I.,  Chap.  70. 
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with  all  his  vassals  capable  of  bearing  arms;  and  he  ordered 
every  one  to  repair  thither,  but  the  earl  hiniselt"  remained  in 
security  at  Alnwick  Castle.  A  lar<^-e  army  was  soon  assem- 
bled at  Newcastle,  consisting  of  the  knights  and  squires  of 
the  county  with  their  followers.  Having  completed  the  object 
of  their  expedition,  the  Scots  began  their  return  home  laden 
with  booty,  and  lay  l)efore  Newcastle-on-Tyne  for  three  days. 
The  valoiu-  of  the  border  land  Avas  displayed  in  frequent 
skirmishes,  which  took  })lace  between  the  Scots  and  English. 
Froni  their  great  courage,  the  two  Percys  were  always  the 
first  at  tlic  barriers,  Avhere  many  valiant  deeds  Avere  per- 
formed. The  tAVO  great  border  warriors  engaged  in  hand  to 
hand  combat ;  and  Sir  Henry  Percy  was  overthrown  by  the 
gallantry  in  arms  of  the  Earl  Douglas,  who  Avon  Percy's 
pennon,  tlie  silken  streamer  fastened  near  the  head  of  his 
lance  and  bearing  his  insignia,  and  Avho  in  triumph  exclaimed 
— "  I  Avill  carry  this  token  of  your  proAvess  Avith  me  to  Scot- 
land, and  place  it  on  the  toAver  of  my  castle  at  Dalkeith,  that 
it  may  be  seen  from  afar."  "  13y  God,  earl  of  Douglas," 
replied  Sir  Henry,  "  you  shall  not  even  bear  it  out  of  North- 
umberland; be  assured  you  shall  never  have  this  pennon  to 
boast  of."  "You  must  come  tlien,"  anSAVcred  Douglas,  "this 
night  and  seek  for  it.  I  Avill  fix  your  ])ennon  before  my  tent, 
RTul  shall  see  if  you  Avill  venture  to  take  it  aAvay."*  Somewhat 
of  braggarts  AA'ere  both  these  Avarriors. 

Early  in  the  folloAving  morning,  the  Scottish  army  liegan 
their  march  luuneward  ;  and  on  the  same  evening  encamped 
at  Otterbuvn  in  Ivedesdale.  Here,  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  most  of  the  Scottish  chiefs.  Earl  Douglas,  from  chivalrous 
feeling,  determined  to  remain  for  a  fcAV  days  "to  see  if  Avithin 
that  time  Sir  Henry  Percy  Avould  come  for  his  pennon." 
The  Percys  greatly  mortified  Avith  their  loss,  strongly  urged 
immediate  pursuit ;  but  the  other  English  chieftains  suppos- 
ing that  Douglas'  force  Avas  only  the  van  of  the  Scottish 
army,  objected  to  this  proposal.  Intelligence,  hoAvever, 
having  been  brought  that  the  Scottish  army  Avas  certainly 
not  more  than  three  thousand  strong.  Sir  Henry  Percy, 
greatly  rejoiced,  called  out — "  To  horse  !  to  horse  !  for  by 
the  faith  I  owe  my  God,  and  to  my  lord  and  father,  I  Avill 
seek  to  recover  my  pennon,  and  to  beat  up  their  quarters 
this  night."  On  the  19th  of  August,  after  dinner,  he 
led  an  army  of  six  hundred  spears  of  knights  and  ^^quires, 

*  Froissart's  Chonicles,  III.,  Chap.  12.1. 
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and  upwards  of  eight  thousand  infantry   from   Newcastle; 
and  in  the  evening  of  tlie  same  day  arrived  at  Otterhurn. 
Douglas  had  ex])ected  no   attack  that  night;    some  of  liis 
army  were  su])ping,  others  had  gone  to  sleep,  for  they  had 
been  wearied  hy  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  Otterhurn  Castle. 
Fortunately  for  the  Scots,  the   first  attack  of  the;  English 
w^as    on    the   huts    of   tlieir    servants;     and    the    battle    cry 
of"  Percy  !  Percy  !"  gave  the  alarm  and  roused  the  Scottish 
warriors.     The  resistance  made  in  the  servants'  camp,  gave 
time  for  the  Scottish  knights  and  soldiery  to  arm  and  arrange 
themselves;  and  skirting  the  side   of  a  moinitain,  hard  by, 
the  Scots  (piite  luiexpectedly  fell  on  the  English  flaak  and 
threw  them  for  a  while  into  disorder.     The  full  moon  shouo 
brightly  over  the  battle-field,  so   that   fiiend  could  be  dis- 
tinguislied  from  foe.     Heroes  fought  there,  and  gre;it  bravery 
was  displayed  on  both  sides;  each  party  being  urged  to  deeds 
of  valour  by  their  leaders — "Now  a  ])uii(jhis  A\as  tlie  ciy  ; 
now  a  Percy  rent  the  sky."     None  was  more  valiant  than 
Douglas;  seeing  his  men  repulsed,  he  seized  with  both  haruls 
a  battle  axe,  dashed  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  and  struck 
all  doAvn  before  him;  but  advancing  too  far,  he  was  over- 
])owered  by  numbers;  pierced  by  three  S[)ears,  he  A\'as  borne 
to  the  ground  and  his  head  Avas  cleft  by  a  battle  axe.     His 
fall  was  kept  secret  from  his  army;  but  'when  dying,  he  bid 
his  friends  avenge  his  death,  raise  his  banner  which  had  fallen 
to  the  ground,  and  still  shout  the  battle  cry  of  "  Douglas !" 
The  Scots  renewed  the  contest  A\i(h  increased  vigour,  and 
defeated  the  English.     Sir  llalph  I'ercy  having  advanced  too 
far,  was  surrounded  aiul  severely  M'ounded ;  and  he  surren- 
dered to  Sir  Joiin  Maxwxdl.     A  similar  fate  befel  the  rash, 
but  gallant  Sir  Henry  Percy ;  in  the  last  attack  made  after 
the  death  of  Douglas,  he  encountered  Sir  John  INIontgomery, 
a  valiant  Scottish  knight ;  long  they  fought  hand  to  hand 
with  much  valour,  Avithout  hindrance  from  any  one,  for  all 
the  other  knights  and  squires  were  engaged  in  similar  ren- 
counters; but  ^Nfontgoniery  proved  himself  the  better  knight, 
and  Sir  Henry  Percy  was  made  prisoner.     The  English  lost 
in  killed  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  f(Drty  men,  upwards 
of  a  thousand  were  wounded,  and  more  than  a  thousand  were 
taken  prisoners ;  indeed,  almost  every  Englishman  of  dis- 
tinction present  w^as  captured.     This  battle  Avas  lost  through 
the  rashness  of  Sir  Henry  Percy  ;  for  his  army,  tho\igh  three 
times  as  numerous  as  the  Scots,  were  imable,  after  a  fatiguing 
march  of  thirty-two  miles,  to  contend  successfully  Avith  the 
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Scottish  forces,  which  were  com])arativcIy  unexhausted  and 
vigorous.  The  loss  of  the  Scots  Avas  only  ahout  one  hundred 
slain,  and  two  hundred  taken  prisoners ;  hut  the  joy  of  the 
Scots  Avas  sadly  overcast  hy  the  death  of  Douglas.  Soon  after 
the  hattle,  Sir  Henry  Percy  ohtaincd  his  liljerty  on  ])aying 
a  ransom,  Avhich  was  so  large,  as  to  enahle  Sir  Henry  Mont- 
gomery to  huild  his  castle  of  Penoon,  in  Ayrsliire.* 

A  stone  marked,  from  an  ancient  time,  the  site  of  this 
battle. 

FIG.  14- 


OTTElinURN   BATTLE   STONE. 

But  this  was  removed  in  1777,  and  another  rude  memo- 
rial was  raised  ahout  one  hundred  and  eighty  yards  westward 
of  the  old  stone.  This  poor  structure  consists  of  a  stone 
pillar,  which  had  done  service  as  the  architrave  of  a  fire-place 
in  Otterhurn  Castle,  resting  on  the  worn  socketed  base  of  the 
old  stone  j  and  these  are  placed  on  a  circular  pedestal  of  rude 
masonry  tapering  to  the  top. 

Some  two  or  three  of  the  finest  of  our  border  ballads  are 
founded  ])artly  on  the  incidents  Avliich  occurred  in  this  battle. 
In  the  ballad  of  "  The  battle  of  Ottcrbourne,"  the  whole 
struggle  is  described  with  much  graphic  power  and  pathos, 
which  must  have  stirred  the  hearts  of  Northumbrians  when 

*  Sir  Ralph  Percy  remained  in  captivity  aliont  two  years.  lie  seems  to  have 
been  ransomed  by  llobett  III.,  king  of  Scotland,  who  granted  to  Sir  Henry 
Preston  for  his  redemption  a  charter  of  towns  and  lands.  He  was  slain  by  the 
Saracens  in  1400. — White's  Otterburn,  pp.  7%  110.  The  account  of  this  battle 
is  derived  chieily  from  Froissart,  with  references  to  Hardyng,  Fordun,  Barbour, 
and  other  ancient  writers.  An  admirable  history  of  it,  with  memoirs  of  the 
warriors  engaged  in  it,  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Robert  White;  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  illustration  of  the  battle  stone,  and  of  one  of  Hotspur's  arms — 

Fie.  15. 
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tlie  wandcriiif^  minstrel  sung-  tlicse  strnins.  Though  in 
"  (Jlievy  Chasu/'  the  most  popuhir  of  all  old  ballads,  it  is 
said — 

"  This  was  tlie  hiintynge  olTthe  Clieviat, 
Tlio  tear  begaiie  this  spurn  ; 
01(1  men  that  knowen  the  grownde  well  ycnoiighe, 
Call  it  the  Battle  of  Otturburn," — 


yet  tlio  occasion  of  this  conflict,  the  place  \Nhore  it  occurred, 
and  the  inci(U'nts  descrihed,  do  not  correspond  -svith  the 
historical  account  of  the  luiltle  of  Otterbiirn.  l'robal)ly  the 
hard  had  no  personal  kno\A  ledge  of  the  scene  and  the  events 
descrihed  in  tlie  "fijuntt'nrj  a  tfje  (Cfiftiiat,"  and  merely  gave 
poetic  form  to  floating-  traditions  of  the  ail'ray  Avhiidi  took 
place  at  l*i])erd(Mi,  forty-nine  years  after  the  battle  of  Otter- 
burn,  and  which  he  confounded  Avitli  this  better  known  and 
more  important  battle. 

Some  relics  of  this  battle  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  Douglas,  of  Cavers,  who  are  lineally  descended 
from  Archibald  Douglas,  the  hero  of  the  conflict.  Different 
opinions  have  been  given  of  these  relics;  but  tlie  recent 
examination  of  them  by  my  friend,  INIr.  J.  A.  II.  IMurray, 
has  cleared  away  the  mystery.  The  flag  ])reserved  is  a  stan- 
dard thirteen  feet  in  length,  bearing-  the  Douglas  arms — most 
probably  the  bainier  of  Douglas,  brought  home  by  his  illegiti- 
mate son  ;  but  there  is  also  a  ndic  of  JV-rcy,  a  ])air  of  lady's 
gaunth'ts,  bi'ariug  the  Avhite  lion  of  tlie  Percvs  in  ])carls,  and 
fringed  Avith  silver  filigree  work;  and  it  is  i)robably  the  love 
pledge,  which  Hotspur  carried  hanging  from  his  sjtear,  and 
which  was  won  from  him  by  Douglas  before  the  barriers  at 
Newcastle.* 

For  some  years  after  this,  little  that  is  memorable  occurs 
on  the  borders.  A  disposition  was  shewn  on  both  sides  to 
repress  inroads  ;  and  commissioners  met  in  1398  at  Ilawden 
Spike,  when  it  w;is  determined  to  set  free  all  ])risoners;  strin- 
gent regulations  were  passed  to  prevent  inroads,  and  meetings 
Avere  appointed  to  be  ludd  jnonthly  by  the  Avardens,  to  take 
cognizance  of  injuries  ;  and,  in  accordance  Avith  march  law, 
to  inflict  exemidary  ])unishment  on  the  guilty.  Harry  de 
Percy,  as  English  Avardt'u,  and  the  earl  of  i\larch,  as  Scotch 
Avarden,  mutually  bound  themselves  by  letters  to  observe 
these  conditions. 

*   Procccliiigs  of  the  Hawick  Archaeological  Society. 


I 


il 


f 

1 

1 

i 

> . 

1 

i 

4* 

, 

t 

t 

J 

1 

HENRY    FIRST    EARL,    AND    HOTSPUR.  163 

The  reign  of  the  imbecile  llicliard  II.,  was  drawing  to  a 
close.  He  had  in  131)9  sus[)icions  of  the  fidelity  both  of  the 
earl  of  Northinnberland  and  of  his  son  Ilotspnr ;  they  had 
spoken,  he  was  told,  words  derogatory  to  his  majesty ;  and 
iu  conseqnence,  he  sunnnoned  the  earl  to  ap])ear  before  him; 
but  the  earl  was  refractory,  and  for  this  disobedience  and 
other  disloyalty,  he  Avas  proclaimed  a  traitor  and  banished 
from  the  kingdom.*  The  king  having  gone  to  Ireland,  a 
favourable  opportunity  occurred  for  attempting  to  carry  out 
the  treasonable  designs,  which  had  been  formed,  for  the 
subversion  of  the  throne. 

The  earl,  Hotspur,  and  Ralph  Neville  earl  of  Westmore- 
land, raised  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and  assembled  their 
forces;  and  with  the  aid  of  olher  powerful  barons,  they 
succeeded  in  deposing  Richard  anil  placing  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster on  the  throne  as  Henry  IV.  Richly  Avas  the  carl  of 
Northumberland  rewarded  for  his  services  ;  he  was  advanced 
to  the  great  othce  of  constable  of  England  ;  he  was  made 
justice  of  Chester,  constable  of  .the  castles  of  Chester,  Con- 
way, riint,  and  Carnarvon,  general  warden  of  the  east 
marches,  governor  of  the  town  and  castle  of  Carlisle  ;  and 
to  him  ami  his  heirs  was  given  the  Isle  of  Man,  which  he 
held  by  carrying  the  Lancaster  sword  on  the  day  of  the 
king's  coronation.  Four  years  afterwards,  the  king  "consi- 
dering the  extraordinary  labours  and  fruitful  obedience  of 
Henry  de  Percy,  earl  of  Northumberlnnd,"  granted  to  him 
and  his  heirs  the  whole  county  of  Dougla.s  ;  the  vales  of 
Eskedale,  Lydesdale,  and  Lawdonlale;  the  lordship  of  Sid- 
keryk  and  forest  of  Ktteryc.k;  and  all  the  h)rdships  of  the 
earl  of  J)ouglas,  with  a  few  exceptions. f  On  Hotspur  too, 
royal  gifts  were  showered;  he  was  constituted  warden  of  the 
western  niarches,  sheriff  of  NorthumberLuul,  governor  of 
Berwick  and  of  the  castle  of  Rukesburgh,  justice  of  Chester, 
North  >\'ales,  and  Flintshire;  to  him  were  granted  the  castle 
and  lordship  of  Ramburgh,  with  the  fee-farm  of  that  town 
for  life;  he  was  nuade  constable  of  the  castles  of  ('hester, 
Flint,  Conway,  and  Carnarvon,  and  sheriff  of  Flintshire  for 
life;  the  whole  county  and  dominion  of  Anglesey,  and  the 
castle,  the  manors,  lands,  fee-farms,  and  rents  of  Reaumarys 

•    Frois.  Chron.,  IV.,  Cliap.  105. 

f   Rot.  Scot.,  II.,  p.  IGi;  where  is  given  a  full  list  of  tliese  Scottitih  posses- 
sions. 
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were  also  granted  to  him  for  life.*     How  extravagant  and 
rapacious  were  the  men  of  that  time  ! 

►Soon  after  Henry  IV.  had  assumed  tlie  throne,  the  relations 
between  England  and  Scotland  Avere  disturbed  by  the  treach- 
erous conduct  of  the  carl  of  ■March,  who  renounced  Ids 
allegiance  to  his  sovereign,  and  agreed  to  yield  up  his  castles, 
troops,  and  services  to  the  king  of  England.  The  ahbot  of 
Alnwick  Abbey  and  the  earl  of  Westmoreland  were  appointed 
to  treat  with  him  for  this  purpose.  The  earl  of  March  along 
with  Lord  Percy,  at  the  head  of  two  thousand  men,  made 
inroads  into  the  territories  of  Douglas  and  penetrated  as  far 
as  Haddington  ;  but  being  siuldenly  attacked  by  Douglas  at 
Linton,  they  abandoned  their  plunder  and  luggage  and  fled 
with  preci])itation  to  Bewick.  King  Henry  afterwards  in- 
vaded Scotland  with  an  immense  army,  but  though  achieving 
little,  yet  Avas  he  remarkable  for  the  leniency  with  which  he 
treated  his  enemies.  While  lie  was  in  Scotland,  inroads 
were  made  into  Northumberland  by  the  Scots,  who  wasted 
and  burnt  Ihiniburghshire. 

After  a  short  truce,  hostilities  recommenced  in  1402.  One 
party  under  Hepburn  returning  laden  with  English  spoil, 
was  suddenly  attacked  by  the  earl  of  March  and  his  son,  at 
West  Nesbit  in  the  Merse  ;  and  llepbuin  and  the  ilowcr  of 
the  Lothian  youth  were  slain.  To  revenge  this  loss,  Earl 
Douglas,  in  the  montli  of  August,  1402,  entered  England  at 
the  head  of  an  army  ten  or  twelve  thousand  strong,  and 
di'stroyed  ami  plundered  the  country  as  far  as  Newcastle. 

Henry  IV.  was  then  engaged  Avith  Glendower  in  Wales; 
but  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  Hotspur,  and  the  earl  of 
ISlarch  collected  an  army  and  intercepted,  near  to  Milltield, 
the  Scottish  army  returning  to  their  country  laden  with 
plunder.  Douglas,  on  reaching  Wooler  and  perceiving  the 
enemy,  seized  on  Homildon  Hill,  a  strong  position  about  one 
mile  westward  of  Wooler.  The  English  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  Hotspur,  eager  to  reach  the  foe,  was  with  his  * 

usual  rashness  about  to  lead  his  men  up  the  hill,  when 
INIarcli,  seeing  the  danger  of  siich  an  attempt,  seized  hold  of 
the  bridle  of  his  horse  and  advised  him  to  halt,  and  to  send 
among  the  enemy  a  iiight  of  arrows.  Arranged  on  the  hill  side, 
the  Scots  presented  a  good  mark;  and  almost  every  arrow  be- 
came a  messenger  of  death.  The  Scots  falling  thickly  around 
and  unavenged,  Swinton,  a  biave  knight,  exclaimed  aloud — 

1 
»  Rot.  Lit.  Chrns.,  1   Hen.  IV.,  p.  -1,  m.  7. 


HENRY    FIRST    EARL,    AND    HOTSPUR.  1G5 

"  What  fascination  lias  seized  yon  my  brave  countrymen, 
that  ye  stand  to  be  shot  down  like  deer,  instead  of  calling 
f<)vt]i  your  ancient  valour  and  meeting  your  euemios  hand  to 
liaiid.  Descend  with  me  to  con(iucr,  or  fall  like  men." 
Accompanied  by  Adam  Gordon  and  one  hundred  men,  he 
rushed  down  the  hill;  but  too  few  in  luimbcr,  their  desperate 
valour  only  led  them  to  death.  Though  brave,  Douglas  liad 
few  of  the  qualifications  of  a  general ;  at  length  he  attempted 
to  lead  his  army  down  the  hill;  but  the  movement  was  too 
late ;  the  English  archers  retired  a  little  and  tlien  poured  in 
another  fliglit  of  arrows  so  strong,  that  they  pierced  through 
armour;  and  even  Douglas,  notwithstanding  his  Avell  tem- 
pered mail,  was  M'ounded  in  five  places,  tlu)ugh  not  mortally. 
The  English  bowmen  here,  as  in  many  other  battles,  won 
the  day ;  the  Scots  Avere  completely  routed ;  numbers  were 
slain  in  the  field,  and  five  hundred  were  in  their  flight 
drowned  in  the  Tweed.  A  field  at  the  base  of  Ilomildon, 
bears,  in  remembrance  of  this  battle,  the  name  of  "  The  lied 
Riggs."* 

Hotspur,  though  distinguished  by  his  headlong  valour,  had 
the  faults  of  his  age ;  but  we  may  regret,  that  our  northern 
hero  here  stained  his  name  by  an  act  of  ruthless  cruelty.  Sir 
AVilliam  Stuart,  of  Forest,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Ilomildon, 
and  IIotsp\ir,  contrary  to  the  recognised  rules  of  honoiu-able 
warfare,  insisted  that  he  hhould  be  tried  as  a  traitor,  because 
he  was  a  native  of  Teviotdale  when  it  Avas  under  English 
power.  Stuart  was  eloipu'ut  and  Avise,  and  having  a  good 
cause,  defended  himself  so  A\ell,  that  he  Avas  ac(]uitted  by 
several  juries;  yet  Hotspur,  instead  of  honouring  a  brave  man, 
hunted  him  doAvn  Avith  so  much  keenness,  tliat  he  drauued 
him  before  a  jury  of  his  own  retainers.  Stuart  Avas,  of  course, 
condemned,  executed,  draAvn,  and  rpiartered,  amid  the  indig- 
nant murmurs  of  the  rest  of  the  English. f 

The  Percys  had  rendered  to  Iving  Henry  the  most  impor- 
tant services;  and  the  rewards  showered  upon  them  Avere  so 
abundant  and  valuable,  that  their  sovereign  might  reasonably 
have  calculated  on  their  gratitude  and  fidelity  ;  but  they 
were  too  powerful  as  subjects,  and  too  unbounded  in  their 
expectations;  and  their  vaulting  ambition  led  them  to  concoct 
other  traitorous  designs.  One  king  they  had  pulled  down, 
another  tliey  had  set  up  ;  and  they  noAV  determined  to  drag 
from  his  throne,  the  king  of  their  own  making.    The  defection 

*   Pinkorton  gives  a  good  account  of  this  eiigageineiit.         f    15ovvev,  p.  431. 
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of  the  Percys  lias  been  attiiljuted  l)y  some  historians  and 
by  Shakespeare  to  resentment  at  the  kind's  order,  not  to  put 
to  ransom  or  liberate  the  prisoners  taken  at  Ilomildon  Avith- 
out  his  permission;  but  tliouf^h  this  mi<4ht  irritate  haughty 
men,  it  could  scarcely  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  kingdoms,  for 
such  orders  had  not  been  unusual ;  and  we  know,  that  after 
this  battle,  the  Percys  had  no  seru])le  in  accepting  rich 
rewards.  Doubtless,  however,  they  felt  as  a  grievance  the 
refusal  of  the  king  to  allow  the  friends  of  Sir  Edmund  ^lorti- 
mer  to  ransom  him  from  Owen  Glendower,  with  whom  he 
was  a  prisfmer.  The  public  records  disclose  another  ground 
of  dissatisfaction.  Four  letters  of  the  renowned  Hotspur, 
and  two  of  the  earl  his  father,  are  printed  in  the  Proceedings 
and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  (.ouncil  of  Kngland.  These 
letters  are  interesting  as  rrlics  of  a  historic  name,  and  as 
exhibiting  the  haughty,  captious,  and  uncomi)romising  cha- 
racter of  Ilots])ur,  and  the  kt^en  rapaciousness  of  the  earl. 
In  one  letter,  dated  10th  April,  1401,  from  Denbigh,  in  re])ly 
to  an  injunction  of  the  Privy  Oouncil,  tliat  he  should  properly 
execute  his  duties  on  pain  of  forfeiture,  Hotspur  exhibits 
soreness  that  his  loyalty  should  be  suspected.  His  second 
letter  from  Denl)igh,  of  which  he  was  constable,  presses  for 
payment  of  the  king's  soldiers  at  Perwick  ;  and  in  another, 
on  17th  March  from  Denbigh,  he  tells  of  his  heavy  labour 
and  expense,  "  Avhich  were  in  truth  so  unbearable,  that  he 
could  support  them  no  longer  than  the  end  of  the  montii  or 
three  or  four  days  afterwards."  His  i'lflh  letter  is  tlie  most 
characteristic  ;  lu;  reminds  the  council  of  his  repeated  appli- 
cation for  money  due  to  him  as  warden ;  and  alludi's  to  sums 
OAving  to  his  father  and  himself,  and  to  promises  made  by  the 
treasurer  to  him,  when  he  was  last  in  Tjondon,  that  if  agree- 
able to  the  conncil,  two  thousand  marks  should  be  ])aid  to 
him  before  February;  he  is  astonished  that  .£5000  due  to  his 
father  for  the  marches  could  not  be  paid  in  good  fiitli;  and 
he  thought,  tliat  the  conncil  either  attached  too  little  consi- 
deration to  the  marches,  or  were  dissatisfitjd  with  the  ser\ices 
of  himself  and  his  father ;  he  begged  the  council  not  to  be 
displeased,  because  he  wrote  ignorantly  in  his  rude  and  feeble 
manner. 

These  letters  are  in  French;  but  neither  the  letters  them- 
selves nor  the  signatures  appear  to  be  Hotspur's  autograph. 
Probably  he  could  not  write. 

Two  letters  Avere  sent  by  the  earl  of  Northumberland  in 
May  and  June,  llOo,  pressing  for  payment  of  money  due  to 
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himself  and  liis  son.  If  the  money  were  not  paid,  he  tells 
the  coiuicil,  tliey  conld  not  meet  the  king  at  Ormeston;  and 
such  -was  the  lofty  estimate  he  formed  of  himself  and  of 
Hotspur,  that  he  thou<>ht  it  proLahlc,  the  fair  renuwn  of  tlie 
chivalry  of  the  nation  would  not  he  maintained  in  that  place, 
to  the  utter  dishonour  and  grief  of  himself  and  his  son  ;  "  if 
we  had  heen  paid  "  he  continues, '' the  £00,000  since  your 
coronation,  then  we  coidd  hettcr  support  such  a  charge ;  hut 
to  this  day,  there  is  clearly  dne  to  us  £20,000  and  more;" 
he  then  entreats  for  payment  of  a  large  sum. 

Four  ^^■ccks  afterwards,  the  Percys  wore  rehels.  Of  (lieir 
treasonahle  design  the  king  had  no  suspicion,  for  Avheii  ho 
first  heard  of  their  rehellion,  he  was  in  route  to  visit  the  earl 
to  assist  liini  in  opposing  the  Scots.*  While  on  his  nuirch 
northward,  tlie  king  in  a  letter  to  his  Privy  (Jouncil,  says 
that  the  ohjeet  of  his  march  was  to  support  his  very  dear  and 
loyal  cousin,  the  earl  of  Noithuml)erland  and  his  son  Ifcnry, 
in  the  expedition  which  they  had  undertaken  for  him  and 
the  realm  against  his  enemies  the  Scots.  AVhatever  may  have 
heen  the  faults  of  King  Ilem-y,  his  treatment  of  the  Percys 
was  generous  and  lenient;  indeed,  he  had  no  interest  in 
driving  such  ])Owerful  moji  to  revolt;  his  own  circumstances 
at  this  time  were  exceedingly  emharassed,  and  the  non])ay- 
ment  of  the  enormous  claims  put  forth  hy  them,  arose  from 
inal)ility.  By  a  certain  class  of  writers,  these  letters  are 
represented  as  a  justification  of  this  rehellion  ;  to  me,  how- 
ever, they  si'em  to  strip  the  suhjeet  of  nnich  of  its  ronuuice. 
In  a  rel)ellion  occasioned  hy  a  personal  money  squabhle 
there  is  no  dignity  and  no  ])atriotism.  These  overgrown 
men,  notwithstanding  the  rich  rewards  they  had  received, 
were  boundless  in  their  cravings  for  more;  and  being  pos- 
sessed of  enormous  ])ower,  they  appear,  moreover,  to  have 
had  the  ambition  of  gaining  sovereignty  in  England.  A 
superstitious  credulity  is  said  also  to  have  misled  them ; 
according  to  Grafton  : — "  Owen  Glendower  and  the  earl  of 
jSIarch  and  the  Percys  were  greatly  abused  and  deceived  by 
a  Welsh  ])rophecy,  Avhich  made  them  belim-e  that  King 
Henry  was  the  moldewarpe  cursed  of  God's  own  mouth,  and 
that  they  three  were  the  dragon,  the  lyon,  and  the  wolfe, 
which  should  divide  this  realm  between  them,  by  the  prophecy 
of  Mawmot  INIarlyn."  In  passing  judgment  on  these  men, 
allowance,  however,  must  be  made  for  the  stale  of  the  times. 

•   Pi'oc,  and  Old.  of  Piivy  Council,  I.,  p   207. 
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The  Englisli  principle  of  loyalty  ^vas  but  little  developed ; 
gTeat  barons  had  been  stru«;glin^  lor  plunder,  power,  and 
supremacy ;  and  the  king  himself  was  viewed  as  a  baron, 
but  greater  than  the  rest.  "  The  divinity  which  doth  hedge 
round  a  king"  had  not  yet  been  seen;  aiul  the  principles  of 
royal  succession  were  far  from  being  establislied.  Loyalty, 
indeed,  as  a  rational  principle  actuating  free  men,  is  the 
result  of  long  experience  of  the  blessings  of  constitutional 
government. 

In  carrying  out  this  plot  the  main  actors  were  unscrupu- 
lous, and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  league  themselves  Avith  the  rj-^^ji 
enemies  of  their  country.  Douglas  the  Scot  was  set  free,  'M 
and  BerAvick  was  promised  to  him,  on  coiulition  of  his  joinin<Tf 
them  Avith  his  followers  ;  Owen  GlendoAver,  Avho  Avas  en- 
deavouring to  sot  up  an  inde])endent  kingdom  in  Wales,  Avas 
admitted  into  the  confederacy  ;  and  the  king  of  France  Avas 
applied  to  for  help.  The  ])lot  Avas  Avell  designed,  and  if  it 
had  been  as  skilfully  carried  out,  the  king  might  have  been 
hurled  from  his  throne  ;  but  the  earl  of  Northumberland  Avas 
sluggish,  if  not  timid,  and  Hotspur  shcAved  only  the  rashness 
and  valour  of  the  soldier.  His  father  being  "sore  sick"  at 
his  castle,  Hotspur  took  the  command  of  the  army,  and  beiu"- 
joined  by  his  uncle,  the  earl  of  Worcester,  and  by  Douglas, 
marched  soutliAvards  to  form  a  junction  Avith  GlendoAver. 
But  the  king  Avas  equally  active,  and  more  skilful ;  he  hast- 
ened to  the  Welsh  borders,  and  reached  ShrcAvsbury  in  time  | 
to  })rcvent  a  union  betAvcen  the  insurgents  and  the  Welsh.  ' 
Although  Hotspur  Avas  enraged  because  tlie  Welsh  forces  had 
iu)t  come  up,  he  yet  determijied  to  luizard  a  battle.  A  pa])er 
Avas  first  distributed,  emanating  from  the  Percys,  charging 
the  king  Avith  perjury,  oppression,  and  murder;  but  of  this 
the  king  took  little  notice,  as  the  issue  had  to  be  determined, 
not  by  the  pen  but  by  the  sword.  At  an  early  hour  on  the 
21st  of  Jidy,  1-103,  Hotspur  droAV  up  his  men  on  Hateley 
Field,  near  Shrewsbury,  in  front  of  the  king's  army;  and 
fourteen  thousand  men  on  each  side,  the  best  troops  in 
Europe,  stood  ready  for  tlie  charge.  The  trumpets  sounded 
and  both  rushed  to  the  encounter,  Es2)crancc,  Percy  !  being- 
Hotspur's  battle  cry,  and  Saint  Georyo,  for  lis!  tlie  battle 
cry  of  the  king.  An  irresistible  charge  Avas  made  by  Hotspur 
and  Douglas,  the  tAvo  most  famous  Avarriors  of  the  period  ; 
but  they  Avere  not  Avell  supported,  and  they  Avere  hemmed  in 
by  the  royal  troops.  The  king  himself  possessed  valour 
as  a  soldier  and  Avisdom  as  a  general,  and  supported  by  his 
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chivalrous  son,  his  star  was  in  tlie  ascendant.  Hotspur  and 
Douglas  did  all  that  mere  valour  and  skill  of  arms  could 
accomplish,  hut  from  the  effects  of  their  rashness  tliey  could 
not  escape ;  Hotspur  was  pierced  through  the  hrain,  hy  an 
arrow  from  an  unknown  hand,  and  'Miis  spur  became  cold ;" 
Douglas  Avas  taken  prisoner  ;  and  their  troops,  dispirited  by 
the  loss  of  tlieir  leaders,  fled,  leaving  more  than  half  of  their 
companions  dead  upon  the  field. 

Fortunate  it  Avas  for  England,  that  this  confederacy  Avas 
defeated  ;  for,  if  it  had  been  successful,  England  might  have 
been  divided  into  three  kingdoms  ;  or  a  pu])pet  of  a  king 
might  have  been  set  up,  and  the  nation  rent  by  lawless 
factions. 

The  body  of  Hotspur  was  interred,  with  the  consent  of  the 
king,  by  Lord  Furnival  at  Whitcliurch,  but  it  was  afterwards 
exhumed.  For  this  very  barbarous  act,  the  chronicle  of 
London  assigns  a  political  reason ;  ''  forasmuch  as  some 
people  said,  that  Sir  Harry  Percy  was  alive,  he  was  taken 
up  again  out  of  his  grave  and  bound  upriglit  between 
mill  stones,  that  all  might  see  he  was  dead."  This,  indeed, 
was  a  tribute  to  his  valour,  his  daring,  and  popularity.  In 
accordance  Avith  the  brutal  usage  of  the  times,  the  body  was 
afterwards  drawn  and  quartered,  and  the  mangled  remains 
were  exliibited  at  Shrewsbury,  London,  Newcastle,  York, 
and  Chester.  Four  months  afterwards,  his  widoAV,  Avitli 
pious  care,  gathered  the  severed  members  and  interred  them 
in  York  ]\linster.  Thus  waned  and  disap])cared  the  crescent 
of  a  heroic  ])ersonagi>,  whom  the  genius  of  Shakespeare,  more 
than  the  historian,  has  inunortalised.  His  character  draAvn 
by  the  poet  is  true  to  nature,  deferring  to  it,  the  sagacious 
Dr.  Jolmson  says — ''  Percy  is  a  rugged  soldier,  choleric  and 
quarielsomo,  and  lias  only  the  soldier's  virtiies,  generosity,  and 
courage."  JJrave  he  was  undoubtedly,  and  highly  skilled  in 
the  use  of  arms  ;  he  panted  for  distinction,  and  thought  it  an 
easy  task  to  pluck  bright  honour  from  the  pale-faced  moon ; 
notwithstanding  he  had  few  of  the  higher  qualifications  of  a 
general,  though  his  dashing  valour  fitted  him  as  a  guerilla 
chief  to  carry  on  border  Avarfare.  His  boldness  and  daring, 
hoAvcver,  captivated  the  taste  of  an  age  Avhen  physical  force 
Avas  in  the  ascendant. 

"  He  was,  imlccd,  the  glass 
Wherein  the  noble  youth  did  dress  tlieniselvca  • 

In  military  rules,  humours  of  blood; 
He  was  the  mark  and  glass,  copy  and  hook, 
That  fasbion'd  others." 
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And  even  in  our  more  civilised  times,  there  are  many  -u  ho, 
■while  they  -would  not  exalt  his  foults  into  virtues,  yet  follow 
his  heroic  career  -with  breathless  interest,  and  admire  his 
undaunted  coura<];;e,  and  lament  that  one  endowed  with  some 
noble  qualities,  should  have  fallen  so  soon  and  so  sadly. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edmund  ]\[ortimer,  carl 
of  INIarch,  and  by  her  he  had  one  son  and  one  daughter,* 

Two  illustrations  I  am  enabled  to  give  of  the  lieraldry  of 
this  renoAvned  Avarrior. 

FIG.  IS 


FIG.  15 


.M^A^ 


Fig.  15. 
Arms. —  Or,  a  lion  ra/njxvit  d-iirc,  dljfcrcnccd  hy  a  lalel  of 
three  points  (jidcs  ;  occurs  between  lo9;2  and  loDT. 

Fig.  16. 

Arms. — Percy  and  Lucy  qiutrtcrly,  differenced  hy  a  lahcl  of 
three  points  ;  occurs  between  1399  and  1403. 

SurroRTinis. —  Two  lions  guardant. 

Badge. — A  hcJcct,  from  which  hangs  the  shield.  "  The 
absence  of  the  crescent"  as  ]Mr.  IvOngstafle  remarks, 
"  strongly  indicates  its  connection  Avith  the  earldom." 

•  Hotspur  at  tlie  time  of  liis  dcatli  was  in  possession  of  the  Talbot  lands  in 
Tyndale,  whicli  consisted  of  the  manor  of  Wahvykgrange,  &'c. ;  and  included 
witliin  them,  what  is  now  called  Kielder,  But  how  they  came  into  his  possession 
is  a  mystery.  Tliese  lands  were  part  of  fees,  held  in  1315  by  John  Comyn  de 
Badonach,  which  descended  to  his  two  daughters,  Johanna,  who  married  David 
Strathbogie,  earl  of  Athol,  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  llichard  Talbot.  Half  of 
these  fees  passed  to  Athol  and  tlie  other  half  to  Talbot.  Uavid,  earl  of  Atliol,  left 
two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  riiilippa ;    and  in  1371,  Henry,  the  iirst  earl  of 
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The  carl  of  NorthumLerland,  recovered  from  liis  real  or 
l)reten(led  sickness,  Avas  marcliino-  to  join  his  son,  Avhen  lie 
hrst_ heard  the  sad  tidings  of  (lie  death  of  Hotspur  and  defeat 
ofhis  army.     Despairing  no\v  of  success  in  his  schemes   he 
dishanded  his  lorces  and  retired  to  his  castlo  of  Warkworth 
On  bcuig  .summoned,  he  deemed  it  politic  to  surrender  him- 
self to  the  king  at  York,  Avhere,  to  save  his  life,  he  acknow- 
ledged his  treason,  and  meanly  excused  himself  by  assertin^r 
tliat  Ins  son—the  gallant  lEotspur— had  acted  contrary  to  hrs 
wishes  and  commands.     He  Avas  pardoned,  though  he  had 
to  1)0  kept  m  custody  till   the  cummotions  subsided.     Soon 
after  his  arrest,  reports  having  been  spread  al)road  that  the 
king  was  dead  and  the  earl  at  liberty,  his  northern  retainers 
assemb  ed  m  great  force  and  attempted  to  hold  the  castles  of 
Alnwick,  IJerwick,  AV^arkworth,  and  other  fortresses  a-^ainst 
the  king.     Alnwick  Castle  was  held  by  Sir  William  AV(nth- 
mgton,    constable.    Sir    John    Wydale,    chai)l:iin,    William 
Lodom,  John  ]Middelham,  Thomas,  clerk  of  Alnwick,  and 
Richard  IJonde,  who  Mere  required  to  surrender  it  to  o'erard 
Heron  ;  Warkworth  Castle  was  held  bv  Henry  Percy,  with 
John  (hesswell,  the  constable,  and  liichard  Aske,  who  were 
recpiired  to  surrender  it  to  John  de  Mitford.*     The  earl  of 
Westmoreland,  however,  threatening  to  assault  these  strong- 
holds with  cannon,  they  Avere  surrendered  to  the  king,  m 
accordance  with  the  agieement  entered  into   by  the  earl  of 
JNorthumberlaiid. 

I'-arly  in  1  10  I  the  carl  ^vas  liberated,  and  received  lenient, 
it  not  goiierou.s,  ti(a(ment  iVom  the  king;  his  e^>tates  were 
rest^med  to  him,  excepting  the  Isle  of  Alan,  and  the  revenue 
ot  hve  hundred  marks  yearly  out  of  the  customs  of  Jic'rniek; 
but  other  lands  of  ecpial  value  were  to  be  given  to  him  ;  he 
was,  howcA-er,  deprived  of  the  castle  oi'  IJerwick,  and  of  the 
castle  and  forest  of  Jedltiirgh,  with  their  dependencies.f  This 
exceedingly  lenient  treatment  probably  arose  from  a  desire 

Nortlumibci-laiul,  paid  to  tlie  king  £7(J0  to  liavo  tlm  custody  of  those  lioires^cs  ; 
and  Ibrtliwilli  lie  caused  llieiu  to  l)e  mani<.  1  to  two  of  liis  sons— Elizabeth  to  Sir 
Thomas  Pcicy,  and  I'hilippa  to  Ilaiph  Percy,  botli  brothers  of  JJotspur;  but  by 
what  process  Hotspur  came  into  the  possession  of  tlie  Talbot  lands  is  not  known  ; 
Hartshorne  supposes  by  purchase,  but  adduces  no  evidence.  -IJartshorne's  Feudal 
and  Military  Antiquities,  p.  26'0. 

*   Proc.  and  Ord.  of  Privy  Council,  II.,  p.  211. 

t   The  castles  of  Berwick  and  Jedburgh  were,  however,  restored  to'liini  on  the 
IGlh  of  November,  l-lOi      lUit.  Scot.,  II,,  p.  172. 
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to  prevent  his  vassals  joinin<T  the  Scots,  and  delivering  up  to 
tlu'ui  the  strongholds  held  hy  the  earl.  On  being  ])ardoncd 
and  restored  to  his  estates,  parliament  gave  great  thanks  to 
the  king  for  these  favours ;  and,  at  their  request  and  by 
command  of  tlie  king,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  and  llal|)h 
Neville,  earl  of  Westmoreland,  in  token  of  perfect  amity, 
kissed  eiach  other,  and  took  each  other  by  the  hand  thrice  in 
open  parliament ;  and  on  a  subserpicnt  day,  the  same  cere- 
mony was  gone  through  by  the  carls  of  Northumberland  and 
Dunbar. 

Notwithstanding  the  oaths  of  hdelity  he  had  taken,  and 
the  leniency  and  generosity  of  the  king,  discontent  still 
lurked  in  the  bosom  of  the  carl  of  Northumberland.  ]lis 
son  had  been  slain,  his  brother  executed,  of  some  high  offices 
and  of  castles  had  he  been  deprived,  and  commissioners  had 
been  appointed  to  com})ound  with  his  retainers  for  their  share 
in  the  rebellion.  Such  supposed  indignities  tired  his  haughty 
spirit,  and  it  broke  forth  M'ith  volcanic  energy.  jNIadly  he 
])lunged  into  another  rebellion,  and  tried  again  to  act  the 
dangerous  part  of  a  king-maker.  In  the  siunmer  of  1405, 
he  joined  with  the  archbishop  of  York,  iNFowbray,  and  liar- 
dolf,  in  a  conspiracy  to  depose  King  Henry,  and  raise  the 
carl  of  INlarcli  to  the  throne.  The  arc]i])i.shop  of  York  assem- 
bled an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  lucn  near  to  Shiptun  ]Moor; 
but  the  earl  of  Nurthuniberland  was  agiiin  too  late  to  take 
part  in  the  aifray.  The  earl  of  AVesrnKiicland,  A\itli  a  small 
army  came  tiUcUh'uly  upon  the  enemy,  aiul,  by  a  dij>honour- 
able  and  treacherous  scheme,  contrised  to  scatter  their  army 
and  seize  upon  the  leaders,  who  Avere  immediately  executed. 
For  his  treasonable  conduct,  the  lands  and  possessions  of 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  were  again  confiscated;  but 
with  his  followers  he  escaped  to  IJeruick,  whence  they  made 
inroads  into  Northumberland.  The  military  force  of  York- 
shire was  summoned  to  act  against  these  rebels  ;  and  Avith 
an  army  of  thirty-seven  thousand  men,  the  king  ])roceeded 
northward  to  reduce  the  castles  of  the  earl,  l^rudhoe  Castle 
immediately  surrendered;  AV^arkworth  ('astle,  Avhieh  Avas  avcU 
garrisoned  and  provisioned,  refusing  to  yield,  and  the  captain 
declaring  he  would  defend  it  for  the  earl,  artillery  was  brought 
to  bear  against  it,  and  with  so  much  skill,  that  at  the  seventh 
discharge  the  besieged  implored  for  mercy  ;  and  on  the  1st 
of  July  the  castle  Avas  delivered  iij).*     Alnwick  Castle  Avas 


'f  i 


'4  i 

m 
m 


k 


B 


*   Proc.  and  Ord.  of  I'riv}-  Council,  I 
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Biimmoncd  by  the  km^,  but  the  captains,  Ilcnry  Percy,  of 
Atliol,  and  William  Clitibnl,  replied  —  "Wynne  Berwick 
ones  and  you  shall  have  your  entcnt."*  The  king  ])asscd  on 
to  Berwick,  which  Sir  William  Graystoek  attempted  to  hold, 
but  the  first  shot  from  a  cannon  of  large  bore  demolished 
])art  of  a  tower,  and  caused  such  consternation,  that  the  gar- 
rison surrendered.  Before  this  was  accomplished,  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  and  J]ardolf,  takinj^  Avitli  them  the  son 
of  Hotspur,  had  tied  for  refuge  into  Scotland.  The  king 
])roceeded  no  further  northward,  but,  on  his  return,  Ahnvick 
(Jastle  Avas  yielded  to  him  without  resistance,  the  garrison 
being  allowed  to  depart  Avith  tlu'ir  horses  and  harness. 

Anxious  to  lay  hold  of  so  troublesome  an  enemy  as  North- 
lunberland,  tlie  king  olfercd  to  restoie  to  liberty  the  prisoners 
taken  at  Ilomildon,  if  their  iiiends  would  seize  and  deliver 
to  him  Northumberland  and  Bardolf;  but  Ijoth  of  them 
escaped  into  Wales,  Avhere  for  a  time,  tbey  joined  Owen 
Cxlendoiver,  "who  \vas  still  struggling  Ibr  the  intle})endence  of 
Wales,  Northumberland  afterwards  ap])ears  to  have  spent 
an  unsettled  life,  always  ho]iing  for  some  event  favourable 
to  ln:5  rebellious  purposes,  lie  crossed  over  to  France  and 
thence  to  Flanders  to  seek  su])port ;  but  his  principal  haunts 
were  along  the  borders.  For  the  last  time,  in  14Ul>,  the 
aged  earl,  along  with  his  friend  IJardolf,  accompanied  by 
a  few  Scots  and  many  of  his  own  retainers,  raised  the  standard 
of  rebfllion,  and  ])cn(!trated  as  far  southward  as  Knares- 
borougli.  At  Thir>k  he  publislied  a  ])roclamation  sonu'what 
in  a  royal  st)le — "That  he  came  to  relieve  the  Fnglish 
natioji  from  numy  unjust  o])])ressions,  and  required  all  per- 
sons that  loved  the  liberty  of  their  country  to  resort  to  him 
immediately  with  their  Aveapons  and  armoin-  to  assist  him." 
This  \vas  a  rash  and  foolish  enteri)rise,  and  Fordun  accounts 
for  it  by  stating,  that  Sir  Tliomas  llokesby,  one  of  his  vassals, 
lured  him  to  destruction  by  advising  him  to  enter  Nortlunn- 
berland  with  a  few  men,  for  such  nmnbers  Avould  join  him 
as  to  enable  him  to  dethrone  the  king;  meanwhile  liekesby 
as  sheriff  of  Yorkshire  Avas  secretly  collecting  forces  to  oppose 
liim.  This  account,  though  not  confirmed  by  English  liisto- 
rians,  may  be  correct.  lIoAvevcr,  it  is  a  fut,  that  Ifokcsby 
attacked  the  earl's  forces  at  Bramham  Moor,  and  after  a 
sharp  conflict  slew  the  carl,  mortally  Avounded  Ikirdolf,  an.d 
dispc'rsed  their  army.     Tlie  earl's  head,  A\hitened  Avith  age, 

*    Ihirilintr,  \>    203. 
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was  struck  off  and  stuck  on  a  pole,  sent  to  London  and  set  on 
London  Bridf^e;  "wliile  his  mangled  nienihevs  were  exposed 
at  London,  Lincoln,  IJerAviek,  and  Newcastle ;  after  remain- 
ing suspended  there  for  more  than  tA\o  nir)uths,  they  were 
taken  down  hy  special  precept  of  the  king,  and  interred 
by  the  carl's  friends  in  consecrated  ground.  According  to 
Peeris : — 

"  The  Lody  of  the  said  carle  of  NorUuinilierlaud  iu  Yorke  Jliiister  doth  lie, 
At  the  right  hand  of  the  hi^U  altar,  right  honourably." 

Of  Hotspur  he  says  : — 


"In  Yorke  Minster  this  most  honourable  knight  |[ 

By  the  first  earle  his  father  Ijeth  openly  in  sight."  '&' 

The  carl  was  thrice  ntarried ;  first   to  Elizaheth,  daughter  ^ 

and  heir  of  the  earl  of  Angus;  and  through  her  he  came  into 
possession  of  the   lord.ship   of  Pnidlioe  ;    she   died  Avithout  "t 

issue.     Peeris  says  : — 

"  But  or  these  marriages  were  made  completely,  '  ■        --         '         "*;. 

Elizabeth  departed  a  virgin  to  Clod's  me'cy." 

His  sccoud  Avife  was  Margaret,  daughter  of  Ilalpli  Lord 
Neville,  and  hy  her  he  had  issue  three  sons  Henry  llotspur, 
Sir  Thomas,  and  .Sir  Ilalph.  For  his  third  Avifc,  he  took 
Maud,  sister  and  heir  to  Anthony  Lord  Lucy,  Avidow  of 
Gilbert  de  Umfra\  ille,  earl  of  Angus,  and  mother  of  Eliza- 
beth, his  first  Avil'e  ;  by  her  \ic  h;ul  no  Issiu'.  Tlnough  a 
very  extraordinary  settlement,  he  l)eeanie  hud  of  Cocker- 
niouth,  and  possessor  of  the  estates  of  the  JiUcys.  'J  his 
settlement  is  recorded  on  the  Pine  Roll,  8  Richard  IL,  1jS4; 
and  Avith  this  agrees  Peeris'  account  : — 

"  And  hy  the  said  Maud  Ibrlliwilball 
'I'lie  lord  Lucy  land»  by  lier  guilt  came  to  him  all. 
The  said  Lady  IMaud  Lucy  as  I  understand, 

IMurried  hersell' conditionally  to  the  afoiesaid 
Seaventh  Henry,  first  carle  of  Norlliumbarland, 
As  to  say  that  the  Lord  I'earcy  should  beare  continually 
The  blew  lion  and  the  Lucius  silver  in  his  arnics  quarterly, 
Her  name  hee  mit^ht  nut  take,  issue  itone  liad  slice  ; 

Thcrefure  she  did  bind  hini  to  bear  her  arnics,  as  in  his  armes  yce  niny  sec. 
The  honour  of  Cockerniouth  came  by  her,  slice  gave  it  freely 

To  him  and  to  his  hcircs  as  by  the  lawe  slice  might, 
Bcaringe  the  foresaid  amies  of  her  in  memory, 
AVith  the  blew  l}on,  the  Bialjaud  armes  quaitcilv." 

The  Percy  and  Lucy  arms  after  this  Avere  combined,  viz.: — 
Or,  a  lion  rampant,  azure   qnarteily   Avith   these   of  Lucy, 
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viz.: — Gules,  three  hides,  argent,  or  pike  fish;  these  appear 
in  Hotspur's  seal — Fig.  16,  p.  170. 

In  this  earl's  time,  avc  first  nicot  with  the  Percy  motto 
'Esperancc,  which  was  nscd  as  a  war  cry  at  the  Ijattle  of 
ShrcAvshury,  where  Hotspur  Avas  slain.  Here  too,  first 
appear  the  tAvo  Percy  badges,  the  crescent  and  the  locket, 
Avhich  are  usually  eomhiued.  "  It  seems  probable "  ]Mr-. 
Longstaffe  remarks,  "  that  tlie  crescent  has  a  reference  to  the 
earldom  of  Northumberland.  The  other  badge  has  been 
frequently  named  fetterloclcs,  gyves,  shackles,  and  manacles; 
but  it  more  correctly  designated  a  locket.  A  crescent  nearly 
surrounding  a  castle,  ap])ears  on  the  earl's  shrievalty  seal  in 
1396."* — (  Caplieaton  Archives). 

FIG.  17  '     . 

BIIRIEYALTY   SEAL   OF   THE   EARL. 


Longstafle's  Old  ITcraUlry  of  the  Percys,  pp.  178,  ISO. 


CEAPTER  XI. 

SECOND,  THIED,  AND  FOUETn  EARLS  OF  NORTHUM- 
BEELAND. 

HENRY  PERCY,  SECO>rD  EARL  —  EARLY  LIPE  —  RESTORED  TO  ni3 
ESTATES  —  BORDER  WARFARE  —  iUL:^^WICK  RURNT  —  OOXNECTED 
WITH  DISTURBANCE  IN  YORKSHIRE — DEFEAT  AT  SARK — FRENCH 
WARS — STRUGGLE    BETWEEN   HOUSES    OF    L^US^CASTER   AND    YORK 

—  EARL    SLAIN    AT    ST.    ALBANS  —  CHARACTER HERALDRY  — 

HENRY,  THIRD  EARL — EARLY  LIFE — BARONIES  OF  POYNINGS, 
FITZFAYNE,  .VND  BRIAN — SUCCEEDS  TO  THE  EARLDOil — BORDER 
WARFARE — STRUGGLES  OF  RIVAL  HOUSES — SLAIN  AT  TOWTON — 
EXTENT    OP    HIS    ESTATES  —  ATTAINTED — JOHN    NEVILLE,     EARL 

OF    NORTHITMBERLAND — STRUGGLES     IN     THE    NORTH ALNWICK 

CASTLE     TAKEN ALNIVICK,    BAMBURGH,     AND     DUNSTANBURGU 

CASTLES  BESIEGED — BATTLE  OF  HEDGELEY  CROSS — BAMBUUGH 
CASTLE  TAKEN — SIR  RALPH  GREY  EXECUTED — HENRY,  FOURTH 
EARL — ESTATES  AND  EARLDOM  RESTORED — SERVICES  ON  THE 
BORDERS  —  BATTLE  OF  BOSWORTH  —  SLAIN  AT  COXLODGE  — 
BURIAL HEKALDUY — WILL. 

The  vast  estates  of  the  first  eavl  of  Northumbevhind,  were 
in  consequence  of  his  rebellion,  confiscated,  and  bestowed 
by  the  king  on  his  son,  John  of  Lancaster,  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  with  the  exception  of  Spofford,  "which  was  given  to 
Rokeby,  the  sherifi'  of  Yorkshire.* 

Henry  Percy,  the  son  of  Hotspur,  who,  but  for  this  con- 
fiscation, would  have  been  heir  to  the  barony  of  Alnwick, 
M'as  born  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1803.  I  lis  mother  was 
Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Ednumd  Mortimer,  earl  of 
March — she  whose  deep  aftection  for  her  husband  Shakespeare 
has  immortalised : — 

"  So  came  I  a  widow, 
And  never  shall  have  lengtli  of  life  enough 
To  rain  upon  remembrance  with  mine  ej'es, 
That  it  may  grow  and  sprout  as  high  as  heav'n, 
For  recordation  to  my  noble  husband." 

•  Cal.  Rot.,  6  Tien.  IV.,  m.  10. 
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piiiicLot  \Valreimprossca  witli  IIcvv  Poicv   tliif  if  C.lT 
the  restoratmn  of  hh  hunmm   -.uul   /st-,l«^'  T f    1  " 

young  I-ercy  wa.  at  this  ,i,„e  at  ,   o  K,  o  S,  coin   h^^^l^l 


......Lo  u-j  jusL,  oy  luattor  of  i 

entailed  saving  a.s  bofovu."| 

ircniT   however,  still  renialncl  prisoner  in  Scotland  till 
•  Fuidun,  1.  XV.,  c.  18,19.  ■  .    p  ,,.       ,. 


178  HISTOllY    OV    ALNWICK. 

confirm  his  difi^nity  as  earl,  tlio  king  fryantcd  a  fonnal  charter 
of  creation  and  a  fee  of  £.20  per  annum.  Nomine  Comitis, 
ont  of  the  profits  of  tlie  county. 

Tiie  new  earl,  now  Avarmly  attaclied  to  his  kin^^,  entered 
"witli  zeal  into  horder  warfare ;  for  Northumherland  was  still 
the  chief  harrier  which  arrested  the  snr<j;iiigs  of  Scottish 
hostility.  The  famous  hattle  of  Agincourt  had  heen  won  hy 
English  valour;  and  Henry  V.  was  using  all  his  efiorts  to 
gain  the  croAvn  of  France.  Before  setting  out  on  his  second 
expedition,  such  Avas  his  confidence  in  i'^arl  Percy,  that  he 
made  him  general  Avarden  of  the  inarches  of  Scotland,  and 
cmpoAvered  him  to  conclude  a  truce  Avith  the  Scots,  Avho 
notAvithstanding  this  endeaA^ourcd  to  take  advantage  of  the 
king's  ahsence,  and  under  the  duke  of  Alhauy,  advanced 
toAvards  Jcdhnrgh  and  defeated  a  hody  of  English  troops. 
Great  armies  Avere  in  cojisequence  niarbhalled;  but  no  gen- 
eral engagement  took  place,  though  tlie  country  on  Ijoth 
sides  of  the  horder  Avas  ravaged  and  deslroyed.  AVhen  the 
king  set  forth  on  his  last  expedition  to  Erance,  the  earl  Avas 
again  entrusted  Avith  the  defence  of  the  herders  and  the  cus- 
tody of  Berwick;  and  for  the  latter  duty  he  had  to  receive 
£5000  annually  in  time  of  Avar,  hut  half  that  sum  in  time  of 
peace  or  truce.  vVfter  the  death  of  Jlenry  V.  the  earl  con- 
tinued to  he  engaged  in  these  services  and  Avas  paid  for  them; 
in  1422,  it  Avas  agnu'd  in  a  full  parliament,  that  the  earl  of 
Korthumherland  should  he  paid  one  tlujusaud  marks  for  the 
custody  of  I'lCrAvick  and  the  East  ]\larch,  and  Sir  liichard 
Keville  live  hundred  nuirks  for  the  custody  of  tlio  AVest 
INlarch  toAvard  Scotland.*  In  1428,  out  of  ten  thousand 
pounds,  the  ransom  paid  hy  the  king  of  Scotland,  two  thou- 
sand pounds  Avere  given  to  the  earl  of  Northumherland, 
Avarden  of  the  East  March  and  captain  of  the  castle  and  tOAvn 
of  BerAvick,  for  the  Avages  of  himself  and  his  men.f 

In  the  course  of  the  mutnal  aggressions  Avhicli  Avere  made 
in  the  horder-land,  the  toAvn  of  AhiAvick  suflcred  severely, 
and  Avas  hiirnt  hy  the  Scots,  to  Avhose  ravages  it  Avas  exposed 
from  being  Avithout  Avails  and  defences  of  its  OAvn,  and  "  open 
to  the  inarches  and  frontiers  of  Scotland."  A  truce,  hoAV- 
ever,  Avas  made  in  1424 ;  tAvo  of  the  English  commissioners 
negotiating  it,  being  the  earl  of  Northumberland  and  William 
AhiAvick,  keeper  of  the  privy  seal. 

*  Pro.  and  OrJ.  of  Privy  Council,  Til.,  p.  8. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  302. 
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Comparative  quiet  rcif,mc(I  along  the  borders  till  14oG, 
when  Avar  broke  out  again.  With  a  l)0(ly  of  four  thousand 
men,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  advanced  towards  Scot- 
land; but  he  was  met,  on  the  Ttli  of  Se])tember,  by  William 
Douglas,  carl  of  Angus,  with  a  Scottish  army  of  about  tlie 
same  number,  at  Piperden,*  on  the  ])ceamish,  among  the 
Cheviot  lulls.  A  fierce  battle  was  fouglit,  and  the  Englisli 
were  signally  defeated.  Alexander  I'llphinston,  a  distin- 
guished warrior,  fell  on  the  Scotch  side,  witli  about  two 
hundred  more;  but  the  English  loss  was  more  serious,  fifteen 
hundred  being  slain,  among  whom  were  Sir  Richard  Percy 
and  Henry  Clennel.  Fordiiu  is  tlie  only  ancient  author  who 
mentions  this  battle  ;  which,  however,  derives  interest,  as 
probably  being  the  contliet,  of  which  iloating  traditions  sui)- 
plied  the  inaterials  to  the  minstrel,  avIio  sung  the  romantic 
baUad  of  (Mievy  Cluico — a  story  which  has  oftentimes  roused 
the  Northumbrian  heart  as  '"'with  the  sound. of  a  trum]K>t." 
The  heroes  in  both  are  the  Percy  aiul  the  Douglas,  and  the 
scene  lies  anu)ng  the  Cheviots. 

During  tlie  years  114;^  and  141o,  there  Avere  serious  riots 
in  Yorkshire  and  other  counties,  dangerous  to  the  govern- 
ment, arising  out  of  popular  discontent  Avith  the  Avar  in 
France,  Avhich  had  draiiunl  ihe  country  of  its  Avealth  and 
population.  Great  numb(is  had  assembled  iu  Yorkshire, 
pulling  down  houses,  breaking  into  parks,  destroying  Avatcr 
mills,  assaulting  servants,  and  even  threateiiing  to  attack 
the  r<'si(lriUH-  of  tlu.'  archbishop,  who  had  is^T.ed  ]n-()cosses 
ag.iiiist  the  Lilly  for  S])iri(iial  otfences.  'J'he  earl  of  Norlhum- 
berlaud  was  charged  with  having  caused  lluse  Yoikshiie 
riots  by  a  letter  written  by  him  to  his  o'licers  in"  the  north, 
and  the  archbishop  desired  (hat  the  earl  might  be  examined 
in  this  matter  before  the  Privy  ('ouncil.  'J'he  charge  Avas 
referred  to  the  arbitration  of  certain  ])eers,  Avho  decided  that 
all  damage  which  had  been  done  to  the  archbishop's  property 
should  be  repaired  by  the  early — thus  casting  reproach  upon 
him. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Pobert  II.,  king  of  Scotland,  a 
truce  A\as  concluded,  which  last(.d  till  1448,  when  through 
the  ambition  and  turbulence  of  the  border  chieftains,  Avar 
recommenced.  Scottish  historians  thr(»w  the  blame  on  the 
English  for  this  breach.  The  earl  of  Northumberland  in- 
vaded Scotland  on  the  east  side  and  burnt  Dumtilcs,    Alnwick 

-^  *   Fordiin,  1.  XVI.,  c.  2J,  p.  30). 

t  Proc.  and  Old.  of  Privy  Council,  Y.,  pp.  273-270;  309. 
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STifferccl  for  tlii.s  aggression  ;  Avails  and  towers  had  not 
yet  been  raised  for  its  defence.  James  Douglas^  lord  of 
Belvcny,  "not  ■willing  to  be  in  ane  Engliseli  mane's  comraoun* 
for  anc  evill  turne,  gathered  ane  companie  and  brunt  Anniek; 
out  oi'  the  quhilk  he  gathered  ane  great  prey  both  of  men 
and  guides."!  AhiAvick  Castle  seems  to  have  escaped  Scot- 
tish vengeance,  probably  on  account  of  its  strength;  for  it  had 
been  embattled  by  the  earl,  with  the  king's  authority,  in  142-1. 

Wlien  attempting  to  revenge  these  injuries,  the  earl  of 
Northumberland  sutfered  a  serious  defeat.  With  a  numerous 
army  he  invaded  Scotland,  but  was  met  at  the  river  Sark  in 
Annandalc,  by  a  Scottish  army  led  by  Hugh,  carl  of  Ormand  ; 
a  bloody  l)atlle  was  fought,  and  the  Englisli  were  completely 
routed.  Six  hundred  Scots  fell ;  but  the  loss  of  the  English 
was  three  thousand  men,  many  of  Avhom,  in  attem])ting  to 
escape,  were  drowned  in  the  Solway.  Tlie  earl  of  Northum- 
berland was  in  great  danger  of  being  slain  or  captured  ;  but 
liis  son.  Lord  Percy,  hastened  to  his  supjiort,  and  gallantly 
rescued  his  father,  though  he  himself  AViis  taken  prisoner. 
This  warfare  was  soon  brouglit  to  a  close,  as  it  was  agreeable 
neither  to  tlie  king  of  England  nor  the  king  of  Scotland ; 
and  a  ])eace  was  established,  of  wliich  the  earl  A\as  one  of 
the  conservators. 

Besides  being  engaged  in  all  the  more  important  affairs  of 
the  borders,  the  earl  at  intervals  performed  other  public 
duties.  In  1417  he  accompanied  liis  sovereign  to  the  Erench 
wars;  in  141'.)  ho  was  counuissiouiHl  U)  array  tht>  northern 
forces  to  resist  a  threatened  invasion  of  Enghind  by  ilie  king 
of  Castile,  Eor  his  good  services  in  Scotland,  the  king- 
granted  him  £100  per  annum  during  his  life,  payable  out 
of  the  lordship  of  Ijradwell  in  Essex;  in  1423,  he  had  the 
honourable  aj)pointnient  of  ambassador  to  the  general  council 
at  Paris,  and  for  this  service,  the  treasurer  of  the  Exchequer 
was  ordered  to  ])ay  him  in  advance  £000  13s.  4d.,  being  a 
year's  salary  at  sixty-six  shillings  and  eightpence  ])er  diem  ; 
and  laler  in  life  he  Avas  a])pointed  constable  of  EngUind. 

The  early  j)art  of  1452  witnessed  the  connnencement  of 
the  long  and  destructive  struggle  betAvcen  the  houses  of 
Lancaster  and  York,  for  the  ])ossession  of  the  English  throne; 
Before  it  Avas  ended,  most  of  the  barons  and  leading  men  of 
the  kingdom  perished  either  on  the  battle  field  or  on  the 
scaffold.     Honourable  it  is  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland, 

*    7'o  he  ill  oiir's  co?)i!iioii,  to  lie  oljligctl  to  one.      Scutch — Janiicson, 
f   ritscoliit-'s  Cliruii.,  ]).  ^j'^. 
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that  he  forgot  not  Ids  ohHgatious  to  TTcnry  V.,  hut  remained 
faithful  throughout  liis  whole  life,  and  at  last  died  in  defence 
of  his  son.  So  faithful  aiul  diligent  had  he  heen  in  defending 
the  borders,  tluit  Henry  VI.  in  1 155,  in  a  letter,  thanked 
the  carl  "for  the  effectual  devoir,  diligence,  labour,  and  payn 
yat  ye  have  })ut  you  in  aswel  in  vitailliug  oure  towne  and 
castell  of  Berwyk,  as  resisting  the  malice  of  our  enemies."* 

Gentle  and  pious  was  Henry  \].,  Init  undoubtedly  of  Aveak 
intellect,  and  utterly  incapable  of  ruling  a  turbulent  people. 
During  Ids  feeble  government,  Normandy  and  Guienne  were 
lost  to  England ;  a  result  sufficient  in  itself  to  create  dis- 
satisfaction among  a  people  fond  of  warlike  triumphs  ;  but 
the  arbitrary  and  violent  measures  of  the  queen  and  her 
favourites,  who,  indeed,  held  the  reins  of  real  power,  brought 
odium  and  distrust  on  the  government.  The  duke  of  York, 
according  to  the  principles  of  succession,  as  defined  in  modern 
times,  had  claims  on  the  throne,  and  the  prevailing  discon- 
tent encouraged  in  him  the  desire  to  become  the  king  of 
England.  1  Le  was,  however,  a  cautious  and  moderate  man 
in  action  ;  and  his  first  steps,  in  the  way  of  re1)ellion,  were 
])rofessedly  to  r(>move  the  (pieen  and  the  duke  of  tSumerset 
from  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  In  1-155  the  first 
blood  was  drawn  in  this  great  contest.  The  duke  of  York 
hnl  an  army  against  the  king,  who  had  nuirchcd  from  'W'est- 
nnnst(n-  A\ith  his  forces,  and  \vas  occupying  St.  Alban's.  On 
the  morning  of  the  ^ilind  (it'  May  a  great  battle  was  fouglit, 
and  tlie  l.ancastiians  were  tU'feated.  The  king  was  wounded 
and  taki'u  ;  and  among  the  slain  a\  as  the  carl  of  Xorthniu- 
berland.      Thus  sings  I'ecris — 

"  III  liis  oulil  ,i;j;c  nt  St.  Alban's,  intuniliiii>o  his  prince  to  save, 
Henry  the  sixt,  alas!   liee  was  slain,  and  thfre  lyeth  in  liis  grave." 

lie  Avas  buried  in  the  Chapel  of  Our  Eady,  in  the  Abbey 
Church  of  St.  Alban's,  along  with  ,s(3veral  other  noblemen  of 
tlie  Eaucastrian  party,  avIio  fell  in  tlnit  battle.  His  effigy, robed 
in  the  mantle  of  a  jjeer,  is  on  the  tower  of  Beverley  Minster. 

lie  was  a  noble  man  ;  his  character  stands  out  in  bold 
relief,  distinguished  for  honour  and  faithfnlncss  ;  and  by  men 
in  these  civilised  times,  he  Avill  be  h"eld  in  high  respect  for 
Ids  patronage  of  learning.  In  14-12,  he  gave  the  advowson 
of  the  clun-ch  of  Ilarncliffe  and  three  acres  of  land  lying 
■within  tlu^  precincts  of  that  manor  to  the  master  and  scholars 
of  the  Uni\ersity   College,  Oxford. 

•    Pi'o.  and  Ord.  of  Privy  Conncil,  VI.,  p.  208. 
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He  was  married  to  Eleanor,  dauglitor  of  Ralpli  Neville,  carl 
of  Westmoreland,  and  widow  of  Lurd  Spencer;  and  Ly  her  ho 
had  nine  sons  and  three  daughtera.  Three  of  his  sons  died 
during  his  lifetime  ;  his  fonrth  sun,  Henry,  succeeded  to  the  earl- 
dom ;  Ids  fifth  son,  Sir  Tliomas  Percy,  born  at  Leclcenfield,  was 
created  earl  of  Egremont,  and  \ras  sl:dn  at  tlxo  battle  uf  North- 
ampton in  11  GO;  his  sixth  son,  George  Percy,  becaiuo  jirobeudary 
of  15everley  and  rector  of  liothbury  and  Ooldobeck  ;  his  seventh 
son,  Sir  Ealph  Percy,  born  on  tlie  Uth  of  August,  1425,  was 
slain  in  14(J4  at  Iledgeley  Mo(jr ;  Sir  Pichurd,  his  eighth  son, 
fell  on  Towton  Held  in  1  IGl  ;  and  William,  the  ninth  son,  became 
bishop  of  Oarliyle,  and  died  in  14 62. 

AnMS.— Per  CI/  and  Lucy  (j^iinricrhj. 

Cjiest. — On.  a  chapcan,  a  Hon  stdtant  tail  droo[)iiig. 

SurroiiTEjts. — Tico  lions  ranipant. 

Seal  of  Henry,  earl  of  Nortlunubcrland  and  lord  of  the 
Lonour  of  Cockerinoulli,  iu  1135. 
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Badges. — A  lion  rampant,  on  the  keep  of  Warkworth  Castle; 
a  lion  ramj)ant  between  the  hums  of  a  creiicent,^'^\\\\  the 
motto  Espcrancc,  on  a  house  in  Ijondgate,  Ahnvick.  To 
the  tmie  of  this  earl  may  ])rol)al)ly  be  referred  the  cres- 
cent and  lockets  on  one  of  the  eapitals  in  the  ehaneel  of 
AhiAviek  Chureh. 


FIG.  IQ 


FIG.  20 


A  crescent  enclosincj  a  sprig  of-  leaves  in  Jloicer,  Avith  the 
motto  V esperance ;  tlie  signet  of  the  eountess  of  Northumber- 
land to  a  letter  from  Warkworth.  ■      .    •■ 

Fig.  i30. 

A  lion  sejant  gaardant,  gorged  with  the  crescent,  ■with  the 
motto  Jc' t\sy)o?/ry  the  .signet  of  the  earl. 

HENRY  TERCY,  TniEI)  F.ARL  OF  NORTHUMBEELAND. 

ITenry  Percy,  who  was  born  at  Leckenheld  on  the  ^5th  of 
J\ily,  1  l;21,  was  al)i»\t'  thivty-lhne  \fars  of  agi'  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  {h>atli.  W'luii  a  rhild  of  altout  two  years  old,  he 
Ma.s  knighted  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  same  dignity  being 
then  eonl'eired  on  the  young  king  Jlenry  ^'I.  In  the  year 
1-141,  he  "was  made  governor  of  the  town  and  and  castle  of 
Berwick  and  warden  of  the  East  INIarches  ;  and  for  this 
service  it  Avas" agreed  that  he  should  be  paid  in  time  of  war 
£5000  yearly,  and  in  time  of  peace  £2500 ;  and  for  the 
custody  of  the  castle  oC500  yearly  in  time  of  Avar,  and  one 
hundred  marks  in  time  of  truce  or  j^t'ace.  Eleven  years 
afterwards  the  terms  Avere  altered ;  and  it  Avas  agreed  that 
for  this  charge  he  shouhl  receive  £i35GG  los.  4d.,  both  in  time 
of  peace  and  Avar. 

He  mariiod,  in  the  year  1446,  Eleanor,  the  daughter  and 
sole  heir  of  Richard,  Avho  Avas  son  and  heir  of  Robert  Lord 
Poynings.  Richard  having  died  before  his  father.  Sir  Henry 
Percy  on  the  death  of  Robert  Lord  Poynings,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  succeeded  to  the  three  baronies  of  Poynings,  Fitz-Payne, 
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and  Biyan;  and  in  the  same  year  had  special  livery  of  tlic 
castles,  manors,  and  lands  helongins,-  to  tliese  baronies.  lie 
Avas  summoned  to  parliament  on  December  14th,  144G,  as 
Baron  Poynings,  Bryan,  and  Fitz-Payne,  being  styled  in  the 
writ,  Henri  CHS  Percy  do  Poijniiujs,  cJtavalier  ;  and  with  tliis 
title  he  continned  to  attend  other  parliaments,  till  lie  suc- 
ceeded in  1455  to  the  earldom  of  Northumberland. 

As  these  titles  are  still  affected  by  the  Percy  family,  a 
brief  notice  of  the  descent  may  be  given. 

Adam  de  Poynlng,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  If.,  was  in  pos- 
session of  Poynings  in  Sntfolk  ;  and  according  to  the  Te&la 
do  Necille,  Thomas  dc  Poynings  held  ten  knights'  fees  in 
Poynings.  llichard,  who  in  succession  held  the  barony  iu 
the  time  of  llichard  II.,  married  Isabella,  daughter  of  Sir 
Bichard  de  Grej' — then  called  Fitz-Paync  ;  and  through  her 
added  the  Fitz-Payne  and  part  of  the  Bryan  estates  to  his  f 

own. 

The  family  of  Fitz-Payne  originated  with  Payne  h'itz-John, 
the  brother  of  Fustaco  Fitz-John.  -who  held  the  barony  of 
Alnwick;  and  so  extensive  were  the  estates,  tluit  iu  the  reigns 
of  John  ami  Henry  III.  they  paid  sculage  on  tifteiMi  knights' 
fees.  But  Robert  l''itz- Payne,  to  whom  they  descended, 
having  no  male  issne,  entailed  his  estates  in  about  1323  on 
Ivobcrt  de  Grey  of  Codnor,  Avho  took'  the  name  and  arms  of 
Fitz-Payne,  and  was  the  husband  of  Ijlizabeth  Br)  an. 

The  Bryan  family  first  a])pear  as  luuing  estates  on  the 
Wi'lsh  bonlcrs  ;  ami  one  of  ihrui,  Sir  (iuy  Bryan,  wa^  a 
distinguished  ^\•arrior,  being  standard  bearer  to  Fdward  III. 
ill  the  notable  fight  with  the  I'rench  at  Calais.  I^lizabeth, 
his  daughter,  married  Sir  Robert  Fitz-Payne,  and  Avas  the 
ancestress  of  Fleanor,  the  Avife  of  Sir  Ilenry  Percy. 

There  appears,  therefore,  no  inheritance  of  blood  by  the 
Percys  from  the  old  Fitz-Paynes,  but  there  is  a  blood  descent 
both  from  the  Bryans  and  Poynings.  At  a  subsequent 
period,  there  ajipeared  four  difhn-ent  claimants  to  the  Bryan 
estates;  and  after  a  legal  contest  of  thirty  veins,  it  was 
agreed  that  all  the  claimants  should  have  some  of  the  estates, 
but  that  "  the  earl  of  jVorthumberland  is,  and  ought  to  be 
taken  and  reputed  as  heir  general  to  Sir  Guy  de  Brien." 
"  This  would  give  him,"  says  Mr.  Longstaffe,  "  an  exclusive 
right  to  bear  the  Bryan  arms."* 

*  See  documents  relative  to  tliese  families,  Coll.  Toj).  and  Gen.,  p.  250;  and 
for  a  succinct  statement,  Longstalle's  Old  Heraldry,  p.  189. 
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Two  years  after  his  succession,  ho  ohtaincd  livery  of  all 
land,  without  any  inquisition  taken  for  proof  of  a^e ;  and  he 
was  discharged  of  his  relief  in  consideration  of  his  good  ser- 
vices on  the  borders.  During  his  brief  career  after  this,  he 
not  only  actively  engaged  in  border  warfare,  but  most  ener- 
getically supported  the  king  in  the  great  conflict  between 
the  rival  Lancastrian  and  York  parties. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  eail  of  Douglas,  who  was 
plotting  against  his  oVvn  country,  the  peace  between  England 
and  Scotland  was  at  this  time  broken.  Dreading  invasion, 
tbe  Scots  adt)pted  vigorous  measures;  watchmen  were  ])laced 
at  the  fords  and  at  other  places  between  Roxburgh  and  Ik-r- 
wick,  to  give  warning  of  tbe  approach  of  enemies  ;  and  tires 
Avcre  ready  to  bo  kindled  on  the  hills  to  spread  the  alarm, 
and  summon  forces  to  meet  the  foe.  Despite  of  these  and 
other  preparations,  Earl  Douglas,  assisted  by  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  made  an  incursion  in  11-50 -with  a  consider- 
able body  of  Englishmen  into  the  merse  of  Herwickshire, 
and  plundered  and  destroyed  wherever  they  went.  While, 
however,  tlieir  forces  were  scattered  over  the  district,  engaged 
in  this  horrid  ^\ork,  the  earl  of  Angus  and  Sir  James  Murray 
suddenly  appeared  with  an  army  ;  the  English  were  totally 
defeated;  numbers  Avere  slain,  and  seven  humlred  were  taken 
prisoners  ;  many,  however,  escaped  to  England  laden  with 
plunder.* 

Though  victory  crowned  the  arms  of  the  duke  of  York  at 
St.  Albau's  he  yet  acted  with  n\«Hlt-ratiou,  and  seemed  con- 
tented with  being  made  prcMector  of  tlu'  kingdom.  Tlu'ough 
the  art  of  the  queen,  however,  his  e(mnnission  was  revoked 
by  the  peers;  and  chagrin<Hl  with  this  treatment  he  assumed 
ahostile  attitude,  and  as  no  reconciliation  could  be  etiected, 
appeal  was  again  nuide  to  the  sword.  Eaithful  to  his  ]Kirty, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  fought  by  the  side  of  the  king 
at  the  battle  of  Northampton  in  14(50,  when  the  Eancastrians 
were  defeated  and  the  king  was  taken  prisoner.  J5oldly  now 
the  duke  of  York  claimed  the  crown;  but  after  long  argu- 
ments were  heard  before  parliament  in  favour  of  and  against 
the  claim,  a  compromise  was  adopted — that  Henry  i^hould 
continue  king  during  his  life,  and  that  tlu;  duke  of  York  or 
his  heir  should  after  Henry's  death  succeed  to  the  crown. 
Margaret,  the  heroic  queen,  was,  hoAvever,  free;  and  she 
would  not  sacrifice  the  rights  of  her  sun,  but  actively  excited 

*    lloliiifrslicail. 
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her  friends  to  take  up  arms  in  support  of  her  f\imlly.  Public 
feelin<^-  ran  strongly  in  favour  of  one  or  the  other  party;  and 
the  whole  nation,  interested  in  the  struggle,  was  arrayed  in 
two  divisions,  one  distinguished  by  the  red  rose — the  ])adg'e 
of  the  house  of  Ijaneaster,  and  the  other  hy  the  white  rose — 
the  badge  of  the  house  of  York. 

Around  the  standard  of  the  queen  gathered  the  men  (»f  the 
north ;  the  earl  of  Northumberland  with  all  his  vassals  was 
there  ;  and  a  royal  army  numbering  twenty  thousand  men 
marehcd  soutln\ard.  To  meet  this  Ibrmidable  array,  the 
duke  of  York  set  otf  from  L(Uidon  -with  only  tive  thousand 
men.     Near  to  Waketield  a  battle  Avas  fought  in  14()1,  when  f 

the  Yorkists  Avere  defeated,  the  duke  liimself  and  two  thous-  I 

and  eight  hundred  of  his  men  slain,  and  almost  all  the  rest  1 

taken  prisoners.  AVhilc  indebted  to  the  valour  of  the  northern 
troops,  the  royal  cause  suffered  from  their  lawless  conduct. 
They  brought  with  them  tlieir  border  character;  and  as  they  ' 

advanced  they  plundered  and  burut  churclu;s,  monasteries,  > 

and  private  houses  without  distinction,  "made  the  wealth  of  | 

London  look  pale,"  and  alarmed  the  peo])le  of  the  southern  i 

counties,  who  appear  to  have  been  less  barbarous  than  the 
border  men.      In  the  same  year  the  Lancastrians  triumphed  ^ 

again  at  St.  Alban's,  when  the  king  Avas  rescued  Worn  his 
ciu'mies  ;  but  they  Avere  sorely  beaten  at  jNlortimcr's  Cross — 
such  Avas  the  tickle  fortune  of  \\ar. 

The  strength  of  the  ^'ovkisls  Avas  in  London  and  in  the 
SOiitluM'U  and  Nvtstern  counties;  and  anIii'U  lh«' remains  ut"  the 
scattered  troops  had  been  gathered  in  .St.  John's  iMclds,  a 
prodigious  nuiltitude  of  citizens  came  to  vicAV  the  scene. 
Edward,  the  sou  of  the  late  duke  of  York,  taking  advantage 
of  this  favourable  opportunity,  obtained  a  call  from  this  great 
assemblage  of  pco])le  to  assume  the  governmint  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  Avith  the  consent  of  a  great  council  of  prelates, 
nobles,  and  others  about  London,  he,  in  1401,  ascended  the 
throne  of  Englai\d  as  Edward  IV. 

Trreconcilablo  Avas  noAV  the  dill'crence  betAve(m  the  tAvo 
parties,  and  both  nerved  themselves  for  a  decisive  struggle. 
King  fleury  and  his  frieiuls  retired  nortluvard,  Avhere  their 
chief  strength  lay.  Eager  to  avenge  the  loss  of  many  friends, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  put  forth  his  energies,  and,  Avherr 
all  Avere  assembled  at  York,  their  army  numbered  sixty  thous- 
aiul  men.  Similar  activity  Avas  sheAvn  by  King  Edward;  arrd 
by  the  time  he  arrived  at  Pomfret,  he  had  uiuler  him  a  gal- 
lant army  of  forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  men. 
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The  (luke  of  Somerset,  commander  of  the  Lancastrian  army 
marched  forth  on   the  28th   of  March,   1401,   to  mc<^t   the 
enemy,  and  some  bloody  skirmishes  were  fou-lit  at  tlie  r)ass 
of  I'crryhnd-e;  hut  the  great  conflict  took  ])hi'ci'  on  tlie  ncvt 
lalm  Sunday.     NcN'cr  were  so  manyEnglislnuen  marslialled 
ag-amst  each  other  m  hostile  array.     Early  in  the  mornin- 
the  two   armies  were   drawn  up  in  order  of  l)attle,  en  th? 
hel(  s  between  .Saxon  and  Towtou,  about  ten  miles  south  of 
,    "r^      ?  ^''^'"l^^^'NovthumbcrLnuI,  who  Avas  in  lusty  youth 
and  of  frank  courage,  led  the  van-guard;  but  uhen  the  battle 
begun,  a  heavy  storm  of  snow  blew  wildly  in  the  face  of  his 
troops  and  prevented  them  seeing-  the  enemy  distinctlv  and 
taking  proper  aim  with  their  arrows;  but  th(>  ciHunv    beino- 
under  no   .such  disadvantag..,   ],oured   in   their  arrows   with 
atal  eflect  and  compelled  the  earl,  to   save   his   men    from 
being  stricken  down  like  deer,  to  order  them  to  char-e  with 
their  swords,  spears,  and  battle-axes.     A  fierce  hand  t'o  haiul 
conHict  ensued  ;  and  both  ])arties,  inflamed  with  the  bitteivst 
animosity,  fought  for  six  hours,  when   towards  evenino-  the 
Lancastrians  Avere  totally  defeated  and  pursued  with  ^reat 
slaughter.*    The  earl  of  Northumb(«rland  ''on  this  evil  Palm 
Sunday  "  was  among  the  slain.     This  battle-fiehl  was  satur- 
ated Avith  the  blood  of  thirty-eight  thousand  Jjiglishmen. 

Ly  his  Avifc  Eleanor  he. had  issue  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters. _  A  larg-e  l)lue  marble  with  two  cJFigies  on  it,  aiuUn 
inscription   m  brass  now   erased,   in   the    north  choir  of  St 
JJenys    (Miureh,  York,  are  su])po.ed  to  Inne  been  his  tomb. 

Arms  prior  to  his  father's  death  were  Percy  and  Lacy  uiuir- 

tcrly,  with  a  hihel  of  three  points  yules  fur  difference. 
Crest. — A  yolden  crescent. 

ITis  marriiige  introduced  new  coats  into  his  heraldry;  for 
Poynnigs — Six  pieces  hancays  or  and  vert,  a  bcndlct  'yules  • 
for  Vit'/.-Vayne—Guies,  a  bcntlet  azure  upon  three  lions  anient 
passant,  yuardant;  and  for  Ih-yan— G-'yA/,  three  hlue  fil-s 
conjoined  at  the  base;  owing,  however,  to  litigation,  the 
Bryan  are  not  assumed  till  the  next  generation 

Fi(/.  21. 
Crest  for  Toynings.— .1  black   drayon's  head  between  its 
unnys. 

Fi,i.  ;?2. 
Badge   for   Poynings.  —  ^iV.cy   erect,   handle   uppermost 
crowned.     Also  a  white  unicorn. 

•   Hall's  Chronicles, 
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-     -  ■       Fig.  23.  ■•  •  '      •' 

Badge  for  Fitz-Payno, — A  black  curccd  falchion  or  scimi- 
t(ii\  Jiiltcd  and  tijypcd  ijold. 


FIG.  2f 


Fia  23 


FIG-  22 


Under  this  eiivl,  the  Percy  estates  attaineil  tlieir  niaxiimmt 
of  territorial  extent;  and  probahly  ])re.sented  as  \<w^c  an  area 
of  productive  lands  as  was  ever  held  by  a  British  subject.  It 
included  the  baronies,  honours,  and  manors  held  by  his  ances- 
tors— the  baronies  of  Ahnvick  and  of  Prudhoe ;  the  manors 
of  Warkwortli,  Corbridge,  and  Newburn ;  the  sergeantry  of 
]ieanley  and  other  ])roperties  in  Northundierland;  tlie  manors 
of  Topelitfe  and  S])oflbrd,  and  eleven  other  manors  in  York- 
shire;  the  honour  of  Coekermouth  and  eight  and  u  half 
manors,  and  the  fourth  part  of  the  barony  of  Egremont  in 
Cumberland;  fifty-eight  manors  in  Lincolnshire;  the  manor 
of  Toston  in  Leicestershire  ;  two  manors  in  Essex  ;  the  hon- 
our of  Petworth  in  Sussex  ;  the  advouson  of  several  churches 
and  abbeys;  and  besides  these,  part  of  the  estates  of  Poynings, 
Fitz-Payne,  and  Bryan,  including  three  manors  in  Sussex, 
one  in  Suftblk,  one  in  Norfolk,  seven  in  Somerset  Avith  the 
hundred  of  Canyngton,  sixteen  in  Kent  with  the  hundred  of 
Folkestone. 
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JOHN  NEVILLE,  E.VKL  OF  NOETHUMBEELAND. 

After  tlic  (loath  of  Ilcnry  Percy,  tlic  lliird  earl  of  Xorth- 
umberlaiid,  he  was  attainted  hy  the  ])arliaTneut  Avliieli  mot 
on  Novend)er  4th,  14(>1,  and  all  his  estates  were  coniiscated  ; 
and  on  jMay  28tli,  1404,  the  earldom  was  couferrc'd  by  the 
kinj:^  on  John  Neville — Lord  Moiitaguo. 

Kiny  Henry  VL  and  his  qiieon,  accompanied  hy  the  dukes 
of  Exeter  and  Somerset,  took  refui^c  in  Scotland  after  the 
battle  of  Towton.  Li  the  moiitli  of  July,  LlGl,  Alnwick 
Castle  was  yielded  uj)  by  ca])itulation  to  l^ord  Ilastiny  and 
the  garrison  AV(!ro  suffered  to  ;j,o  at  their  liberty.* 

Tiiough  defeated  in  the  held,  the  bold  sj)irit  of  (juoen 
Margaret  was  unconciuored.  She  passed  over  to  France  in 
the  following  spring  and  sought  help  from  Louis  VL ;  but 
all  she  gained  Avas  a  loan  of  twenty  thousand  livres,  and 
liberty  to  levy  a  small  body  of  troops,  of  which  Sir  I'cter  de 
Brc/e,  seneschal  of  Normandy — "  the  best  warrior  of  all  that 
time  " — took  the  conjmand.  She  sailed  in  October,  140'^, 
with  a  little  band  of  five  hundred  men  and  landed  at  Tyne- 
mouth ;  "  but  whether  afraid  of  hoi-  own  shadow  or  that  the 
Frenchmen  cast  too  many  doubts,"  the  whole  re-embarked. 
Her  fl(>et  was  suddenly  overtake]i  by  a  tempest ;  the  queen 
with  ditficulty  escaped  in  a  coracle  to  Bei-wick,  and  the  other 
vessels  were  driven  ashore  by  the  "  stormy  blasts  "  at  liam- 
burgh.  Tlic  soldiers  set  hre  to  the  ships,  and  sought  refuge 
in  Holy  Island;  but  there  they  were  assailed  by  "the  Bastard 
Ogle  and  an  es([uire  called  John  Manners,  witli  otlier  uf  the 
king's  retinue;"  and  many  were  slain,  and  near  to  three 
hundred  taken  prisoners.  Jh'ozc  with  a  t'v\v  others  escaped 
to  Ijcrwick  in  a  fisher's  boat.f 

These  misfortunes  did  not  "in  anything  abate  the  haughty 
courage"  of  the  cpieen.  Leaving  her  son  lulward  in  Berwick, 
she  entered  Northumberland  with  a  great  company  of  Scots 
and  other  i'riends,  lioping  the  Northumbrians  would  rise  in 
her  favour;  but  few  joined  her  standard.  She,  however, 
laid  siege  to  Alnwick  Castle,  Mhich  was  under  the  command 
of  Sir  l{al])h  Orey  ;  and  she  obtained  possession  of  it,  eitlier 
through  the  treachery  of  the  commander  or  from  want  of 
provisions.  Ihimburgh,  Uunstanburgh,  and  Warkworth  also 
fell  into  her  hands.  Garrisons  aa  ere  placed  by  her  iu  all 
these  castles.       "  'Lhey   were   victualled   and   btuffed "   says 

*  Chronicler  of  Fabian.  f  Hall's  Chronicles,  p.  259. 
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Warkworth,  "  with  Englishmen,  Ficnchmen,  and  Scots- 
men."* 

Aroused  by  these  movements.  King-  Edward  and  his  couii-  %    ' 

cil  raised  a  Lirge  army  in  the  south  of  England ;  and  in  the  4 

month  of  Deceniher,   14G2,  connnonced   the   siege  of  these  i  > 

castles.      Abnvick  Castle  was  defended  hy  a  son  of  Breze  and  f' 

Lord  Ilungcrford,  Avith  a  garrison  of  three  hundred  men  ; 
Bamhurgh  had  also  a  garrii^on  of  three  hundred  men,  headed  ''•  \ 

by  the  duke  of  Somerset,  the  earl  of  Eenibroke,  Lord  Ross, 
and  Sir  Ixalph  Percy  ;  and  Dunstanburgh  had  a  garrison  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  Lord  Falconbridge,  the  earl 
of  Kent,  and  Lord  Scales  conducted  (he  siege  of  Alnwick  ; 
the  earl  of  Worcester  and  Sir  lialph  Grey  headc'd  the  besiegers 
at  Dunstanl)urgh,  and  Ijord  JNL)ntague  and  liOrd  Ogle  headed 
the  army  at  ]5amburgh.  The  earl  of  Warwick  connnaruled 
the  whole,  and  his  head  quartern  were  at  Warkwortli  Castle; 
but  he  rode  daily  to  all  the  Ciistles  to  oversee  the  sieges. 
Provisions  for  the  army  and  ordnance  for  carrying  on  the 
siege,  were  sent  from  Newcastle. f  While  these  operations 
were  going  on,  King  Edward  remained  at  ])urham ;  whence 
he  issued  a  numdate  on  the  last  day  of  Ueceniber  to  the  arch- 
bishop of  York,  charging  him  to  array  all  the  clergy  of  the 
province  to  resist  the  Scots,  who  entered  his  land  to  the 
intent,  not  only  of  rescuing  his  enemies  of  France  closed 
within  his  castle  of  Alnwick,  but  also  of  giving-  him  battle, 
''  presuming  of  their  customable  pride  to  have  dominacion 
upon  our  lanil.".| 

Sir  Peter  l>rcze  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  Scotsmen 
hastened  to  the  relief  of  those  castles;  but  W'hen  he  ad\anced 
towards  Alnwick  Castle,  botli  armies  were  afraid  to  meet 
each  other ;  the  English  withdrew  from  the  siege  and  the 
Scots  had  not  the  courage  to  ])ursue  them;  pcn'ceiving  this, 
the  garrison  came  out  from  the  casth^  and  retired  to  Scotland 
with  the  Scottish  host  ;§  and  on  the  8th  of  January,  14(Jo, 
the  earl  of  Warwick  took  possession  of  the  castle  on  behalf 
of  Edward  lY.  Bamburgli  was  gi\en  u]i  to  I'ldward  by 
Henry,  didvc  of  Somerset,  in  accordance  with  treaty.  The 
duke  and  Sir  Ralph  Percy  Avcre  received  into  favour  by 
Edward,  and  both  gave  him  their  allegiance;  to  the  duke  Avas 

•  Warkwortli's  Chronicle,  p.  2.  f  Paston  Letters,  I.,  p.  273. 

X  Raine's  Memorials  of  Hexham,  I.,  p.  cvii. 
■  i.  §  "Warkwortli's  Chronicle,  p.  2. 
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granted  by  the  king  one  thousand  marks  yearly,  wliich,  liow- 
evcr,  Avcrc  never  paid,  "And  so  King  J'ldward  was  ])()ssessed 
of"  all  England  exeept  a  castle  in  North  Wales  called  Ilar- 
lal<e."*  Sir  John  Astley  was  a})pointed  governor  of  hoth 
Alnwick  and  Ijanihurgh  Castles — an  lionour  which  Sir  Ilalpli 
Grey  is  said  fo  have  expected;  and  so  niortiiied  was  he  at 
heing  passed  ov(!r,  that  ho  deserted  the  cause  of  King  Edward, 
and,  attaching  himself  to  the  Lancastrian  party,  gave  up 
Alnwick  Castle  in  INlay,  1 103,  to  Henry  VI. 

Margaret,  the  queen,  with  all  her  faults,  was  a  heroic 
Avoman ;  and  -when  her  adherents  Avere  ready  to  give  up  her 
husband's  cause  in  despair,  she  bravely  made  one  more 
attempt  to  regain  power.  In  the  spring  of  14Gi  she  led  into 
Northumberland  a  numerous  army  of  Scotsmen,  Avho  had 
been  induced,  by  the  license  she  gave  of  plundering,  to  join 
her  standard.  Sir  Ralph  Chx-y  tcxdc  the  castle  of  ]jand)urgh 
by  surprise;  Alnwick  C'astle  too,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
queen  ;  and  the  duke  of  Somerset  and  Sir  lialph  Percy,  led 
away  by  reports  oi' her  success,  deserted  Edward  and  joined 
the  queen  Avith  all  their  forces.  King  Henry  YI.  Avas  at 
liamburgh  (-aslle  on  this  occasion,  for  he,  Avhile  tliere  on  the 
0th  of  April,  14G4,  granted  a  charter  to  the  burgesses  of 
Alnwick.f 

Sir  Jobn  NcAille,  Lord  Montague,  Avho  had  been  appointed 
Avarden  of  the  ICastern  jMarchcs,  dis])la}  ed  at  this  crisis  great 
vigilance  and  bravery.  On  the  j2ord  of  April,  1404,  ho  en- 
ctiuntered  a  party  of  Henry's  forces,  h'd  by  Sir  Ivalph  Percv 
and  the  Lonls  llungeiford  and  Koss, on  Ik-dgeley  Moor,  at 
the  eastern  base  of  the  Cheviots,  about  ten  miles  Avestward 
of  AluAvick.  Either  from  treachery  or  fear,  Ilungerford  and 
Koss  deserted  at  the  onset  of  the  battle.  Lravely,  hoAvever, 
did  Sir  lialph  Percy  meet  his  opponents  ;  but  hi.s  little  army 
weakened  ])y  this  desertion  Avas  defeated;  he  himself  Avas 
slain,  and  Avliile  dying  exclaimed — "  I  have  saved  the  bird 
in  my  bosom;"  meaning  says  Hall,  that  he  had  ke])t  his 
]>romise  and  oath  to  King  Henry  W.  ;  fttrgetting  that  he  in 
King  Heni'v's  most  necessity  abandoned  him  and  submitted 
to  King  Edward. 

A  Avriter  in  the  Archeiohgia  JEliana  contends  that  this 
exclamation  had  reference  to  the  queen's  safety,  and  not  to 
his  own  loyalty  ;  for  as  Hall  intimates  he  could  not  boast  of 

•    "\V.irk\\orth's  Chronicle,  p.  2. 
t  This  Charter  is  among  tlie  Corporation  Muniments. 
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his  faitlifulnops.  ProL;il)ly,  liowover,  tlie  expression  was  pavlly 
allusive  to  the  ciaveu  desertion  of  niuii^i.'ifbrd  and  Ross; 
and  minj^lcd  witli  tliis  iniglit  he  regret  for  his  own  teni])orary 
Tinfaithfuluess  ;  and  as  ho  fell  hravel)"  fighting,  ^\hile  liis 
colleagues  had  disgracefully  fUnl,  he  iniglit  feel,  in  his  last 
luonicnts,  that  the  sacrifice  (jf  his  life  vindicated  his  lionour. 

Percy's  Cross  conimcniorating  his  fall  stands,  tliough  worn 
by  time,  on  the  hatlle  field,  aljout  fifty  yards  eastward  of  tlie 
turnpike  road  between  Wliiftingliani  and  AYooler.  It  is  a 
square  sandstone  pillar  ^v\[\\  the  edges  cut  off.  On  the  four 
principal  sid(3S  are  sculi)tured  crescents,  lucies,  and  fusils, 
differently  arranged  on  each;  and  on  tin;  tnnicated  corners 
are  lockets  ;  all  these  are  badges  of  the  house  of  Percy. 
"  This  cross"  says  a  writer  in  the  "Antifpiariau  Repository," 
"  was  erected  on  the  spot  where  he  fell  to  remind  passengers 
to  pray  for  his  soul,  a-.id  has  been  much  distinguished  by  the 
Northumbrians  of  the  liveunijacent  villages.  Here  they  were 
accustomed  to  assemble  annually  to  play  at  foot-ball,  cudgels, 
and  other  rustic  games  ;  and  they  have  invented  circum- 
stances that  particularize  everything  near  it.  Thus  a  sjiiing 
of  Avater  tlnit  issues  not  far  from  the  cross,  is  still  called 
Percy's  Well,  at  M'hich  this  chieftain  is  said  to  have  drunk 
in  the  heat  of  the  battle.  At  some  distance  to  the  north-west 
stood  tAvo  large  stones,  (one  of  which  was  broken  to  furnish 
materials  when  the  turnpike  road  \vas  made);  these,  although 
they  are  several  yards  asunder,  were  called  Percy's  Lea})." 

Tord  ]\IontagU(\  after  the  battle  of  Iledgeley  Moor,  having 
received  reinforct>ments,  attacked  on  the  15th  of  ]Mav,  141)4, 
the  army  of  the  Lancastrians  encamped  on  the  Tinnels  lu-ar 
Hexham,  and  after  a  long  and  bloody  struggle  totally  defeated 
them.  He  had  been  rcAvarded  for  his  great  services  by  the 
earldom  of  Northumberland  and  the  forfeited  estates  of  Percy. 
All  rebels,  who  submitted,  lie  was  authorised  to  pardon  ex- 
cepting Sir  Humphrey  Neville  and  Sir  Ralph  Grey.  Neville 
"was  taken  and  executed  at  York  ;  but  Gr(;y  resisted  to 
the  last,  and  defended  himself  bravely  in  Ramburgh  Castle 
till  the  end  of  July.  On  the  loth  of  June,  14G4,  the  earl 
of  Warwick,  "with  the  puissance  came  before  the  castle  of 
Alnwick  and  had  it  delivered  to  him  by  ap])ointment ;  and 
also  the  castle  of  Uunstauburgh,  where  my  said  lord  kept  the 
feast  of  Saint  John  the  Rajjlist."*  AVarA\ick  and  his  brother, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland,  on  the  ^Tth  of  June,  laid  siege 


*  MS.  College  of  Arms,  L.  9,  in  "Waikworth  Chronicle. 
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to  Bambiirgli  Castle,  and  summoned  Sir  Ralj)!!  Grey  to  sur- 
render. On  his  refusal,  "  all  the  kiii<3^'s  great  guns  ■\vere 
charged  at  once  to  shoot  into  the  castle.  Newcastel,  the 
king's  great  gun,  and  London,  the  second  gun  of  iron;  the 
which  betide  the  place,  that  stones  of  the  walls  ilcw  into  the 
sea ;  Dysyon,  a  brazen  gun  of  the  king's,  smote  through  Sir 
Ralph  Grey's  chaml)er  oftentimes."*  A  tower  Avas  beaten 
down,  and  the  castle  was  taken  by  assault.  Grey  was  so 
crushed  by  the  fall  of  the  wall,  tliat  he  was  taken  up  for 
dead ;  but  recovering,  he  \vas  sent  prisoner  to  York,  wIkm-c 
he  was  condemned  and  executed  as  a  traitor.  According  to 
his  sentence,  he  should  have  been  degraded  from  knighthood; 
and  the  master  cook  Avas  ready  Avith  his  apron  and  knife  to 
strike  off  his  spurs  close  to  his  heels ;  but  this  part  of  the 
sentence  Avas  remitted  "  in  consideration  of  his  noble  grand- 
father, Avho  suffered  troidde  for  tlic  king's  most  noble  ])rc(le- 
cessOrs."  This  Avas  the  eonmiuted  sentence — "  Sir  Ualpli 
Grey  this  shall  be  thy  penance  ;  thou  shalt  go  on  thy  feet 
unto  the  townsend,  and  there  shalt  be  laid  down  and  drawn 
to  a  scaffold  made  for  thee,  and  that  there  shalt  have  thine 
Lead  smite  of  the  body,  to  be  buried  in  the  friars  ;  the  head 
Avhere  it  pleased  the  king."f  IMerey  even  in  tliose  evil  da}s 
Avas  refined  cruelty. 

Tlie  Lancastrian  party  Avas  noAV  effectually  subdued,  and  a 
long  truce  of  llfb.'en  years  having  been  concluded  Avith  Scot- 
land, lulward  might  have  expt>clrd  to  rest  in  quietude  on  tlie 
throne,  to  Avhich  he  had  Avadcd  tlirough  blood  ;  liis  mairiage, 
however,  Avitl)  Llizal)el]i  Widvilh',  involved  lilm  in  trouble; 
and  led  to  the  t-strangement  of  the  great  family  of  Xevillcs, 
Avho  ])Ossessed  immense  power  in  the  north.  Suspicious  of 
their  fidelity,  and  desirous  of  raising  a  counterpoise  to  their 
poAver,  Edward  incited,  it  is  said,  the  people  of  the  north  to 
petition  for  the  restoration  of  young  Percy  to  royal  favour.:|: 

HENRY,  FOURTH  EARL   PERCY   OF   NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. 

ITenry  Percy,  the  son  of  the  third  carl  of  Norfhumbrrland, 
a  minor  Avhen  his  lather  Avas  slain,  had  been  kept  by  authority 
of  the  king  iu  the  tOAVer  of  London  ;  but  luhvavd  carried  out 

•  MS.  College  of  Arms,  L.  0,piintC'J  in  AVarkworth's  Chronicle. 

t    Ibid. 

X  AS''ark\vorth's  Chronicle,  p.  4. 
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las  politic  dcsig-n;  and  on  the  21th  of  Octobcn-,  MOO,  Henry 
Percy  Avas  restored  to  liberty,  and  appeared  at  AVestniin.stor 
Palace,  M'liere,  in  the  presence  of  .several  ])relates,  peers,  and 
knighls,  he  swore  to  be  faithful  to  King-  Edward,  lie  was 
restored  to  (ho  earldom  of  Northuniberlaud,  and  to  the  estates 
of  his  family;  and  was  appointed  warden  of  the  East  and 
j\Iiddle  Marches  in  the  following  yem-.  On  Lord  jMontao-uu, 
the  king  conferred  the  higlier  dignity  of  marquis,  in  ordcn-  to 
allay  his  irritation  Avlicn  he  lost  tlie  moi'e  substantial  benefits 
accruing  from  the  earldom;  but  he  complained  that  the  kin"- 
had  given  him  "a  pyc's  nest  to  maintain  his  estate."* 

Soon  afterwards,  the  Nevilles  were  at  the  head  of  a  rebel- 
lion to  depose  Edward;  and  so  successful  were  they  at  first 
that  he  was  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  Purgundv.  The 
triumph  of  the  Lancastrians  Avas  sliort,  for  Edward  soon 
returned  to  l^ngland,  invited  back  by  Henry,  earl  of  North- 
umberland ;  and  on  the  14th  of  A]nil,  1471,  he  "aiued  the 
battle  of  Parnet,  where  the  earl  of  "W'arNvick,  the  king-maker, 
was  slain.  The  marquis  of  iMontague  shared  the  same  fate; 
but  it  is  said,  that  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  one  of  his  own 
party,  in  revenge  for  apparent  treachery,  in  giving  a  feeble 
suiq)ort  to  his  brother.  Tlie  battle  of  .Slirewsbury,  ibiight  on 
the  following  May  the  4th,  decided,  during-  the  lifetime  of 
Edward,  the  fortunes  of  the  rival  factions. 

The  earl  of  Northumberland,  at  this  time,  was  hifrhly 
popi.ilar  in  the  north.  In  the  ''•  Plumpton  Correspondi'uee'' 
it  is  said  in  1471 — '"'for  great  part  of  tlie  noble  men  and 
connuons  in  the  nortliern  ])arts  were  towards  the  earl,  and 
would  not  stir  with  an}  lord  or  noble  man,  other  than  Avith 
him  or  at  least  by  his  commandment. "f  lie  rose  high  in 
favour  Avith  tlie  king,  avIio  in  the  ])arliament  held  at  West- 
minster on  the  Gth  of  October,  1472,  sitting  in  the  chair  of 
state  in  the  painted*  chamber,  commanded  that  he  should  be 
restored  in  blood,  and  that  the  attainder  of  his  fatlier  should 
be  void.  In  that  year,  he  Avas  a])pointed  warden  of  the  East 
March,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  for  redressing-  Avron'^s 
betAveeii  the  subjects  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  justiciary  of 
the  forests  beyond  the  Trent ;  and  constable  of  Pambur^h 
Castle. 

In  the  border  transactions  of  this  period,  tlie  earl  apjiears 
to  have  rendered  good  service  to  his  country.     In  the  month 

*   Warkwortli's  Clironicle,  p.  It). 
.       .•  |-   I'lumptuu  Correspondence,  p.  XX \'. 
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of  Septciuln'r,  1471,  a  mcclino-  of  cominlssioiiers  of  both 
nations  w;!S  hrld  at  Alnwick,  for  muliiiil  redicss  of  Avrongs 
connnittfi!  on  the  Itordcvs,  wlien  ])ieli]nin;ny  an-an^cnicnts 
were  madf.  Ijiit  niovo  important  nioetin^s  were  liold  at 
Almvick  dm-ing-  nine  days  in  Scijlcndx-r,  i-il'-l,  wlion  more 
complete  regnlations  were  adoptid  to  prevent  inroads  and 
pnnish  aggressors.  Kor  liis  service  as  warden,  tlu;  earl  had 
to  receive  two  llionsand  marks  yearly  in  time  of  peace,  and 
.six  llionsand  marks  in  time  of  war.  in  1-174,  lie  was  created 
knight  of  the  Garter  ;  and  in  the  same  year,  lie  accompanied 
the  king  ia  an  ox])edition  to  France  ;  and  for  this  he  was 
paid  £1249  14s.  8d.,  as  his  first  quarter's  wages  for  himself 
and  the  forces  he  had  raised. 

While  civil  war  ragx-d  in  England,  the  disturbances  along 
tlie  borders  ^vere  not  of  serious  importance.  .Much  was  due 
to  the  wisdom  and  benevolent  disposition  of  lUshop  Kennedy, 
for  preserving  the  peaceful  relation  between  the  two  c(nni- 
tries,  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  ])eriod.  JJomestic  feuds 
iu  Scotland  and  the  inlluence  of  l''rance  led,  however,  James 
the  king  of  iScollaud  to  resolve,  in  1180,  to  invade  England, 
e\-en  without  the  formalit)-  (jf  a  declaration  of  Avar;  and, 
though  a  legate  of  the  jjapal  see,  by  enjoining  a  cessation  of 
arms,  caused  James  to  dismiss  his  army,  hortilities  soon  afler- 
A\ards  recommenced,  and  (ho  snmiiier  was  spent  in  mutual 
depredations.  Edward,  iii  14S;^,  nciil  a  large  army  to  take 
revenge  on  Scolland;  it  c(nisisted  (4'  twentv-t^\  o  thousand 
ilve  hundred  nu~n,  and  in  ihe  beginning  of  July,  it  was 
inarshalliHl  at  Abn\ick.  Tliis  fcnniidable  foice  Avas  under 
the  chief  command  of  th;,'  duke  of  Gloucester.  The  van, 
niunbering  six  thousand  seven  hundred  men,  led  by  Henry 
Percy,  earl  of  Nortlunnberland,  siuUh'nly  cros-ed  the  Tweed 
and  entered  the  town  of  llerwitk  ;  but  Lord  Hales,  the  com- 
mander ol"  the  castle,  refusing  to  surrender  and  resolutely 
delcMiding  it,  four  thousand  troops  were  left  under  th(>. com- 
mand of  liord  Stanley,  while  the  rest  of  the  a>rmy  marched 
towards  Edinburgh.  Scottish  affairs  were  in  a  state  of  great 
confusion  from  the  Aveakness  of  tlie  crown  and  the  lawlessness 
of  the  iKjl.'ility,  and  a  truce  was  agreed  to  containing'  coiuli- 
tions  nni'avouiablc  to  Scotland;  on  the  ;>.'lth  of  August, 
Ik'rwick  was  given  u[>  to  the  English,  after  it  had  been  under 
the  dominion  of  Scotland  ibr  twenty-one  years.  I'lcascd  w itk 
this^  acquisition,  the  English  j)arliament  recommended  the 
duke  of  Gloucester,  the  (>arl  of  Northumberland,  and  Lord 
Stanley  to  the  king-,  for  their  sor\ices  in  the  Scottish  wars. 
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The  earl  was  engaged  again  in  1183,  with  other  commis- 
sioners, in  endeavonring  to  adjnst  differences  Avliich  had 
aiisen  l)et\veen  lliu  two  conntrics;  hnt  tlic  (h-ath  of  Edward 
IV.  and  tlie  nsni-pation  of  Richard  111.,  r(Midercd  these  efforts 
of  no  avail. 

The  earl  of  Northnmherland  attached  liimself  to  the  cause 
of  the  usnrper,  and  acce])ted  from  him  the  oiEce  of  lord  high 
chamherlain  of  England.  When  Ilcriry  Tndor,  the  earl  of 
Ivichmond,  landed  in  England,  in  1485,  to  comhat  for  the 
crown,  Richard  sent  for  tlie  earl  of  Northumberland,  who 
joined  liim  with  all  the  forces  he  could  raise.  The  battle  of 
J3osworth  Field  was  fought  on  the  22nd  of  August,  Avhen 
Richard  was  slain,  and  the  war  of  the  Roses  brought  to  an 
end  ;  and  this  fatal  issue  to  Richard,  seems  to  have  been 
due  partly  to  the  treacliery  of  the  earl.  Ricliard,  it  is  said, 
had  information  that  he  intended  to  forsake  him ;  be  tliis  as 
it  may,  the  earl  stood  neutral  with  his  men  when  the  battle 
was  raging;  and  this  bad  example  affected  otliers.  To  pierce 
the  secret  motives  of  men  in  ])ower  is  always  difficult,  and 
sometimes  impossible;  but  tlie  snspicion  attached  to  the 
condnct  of  the  carl,  is  strengtliencd  by  his  being  received 
into  favour  by  Henry  VII.  soon  after  the  battle  of  Ijoswortli 
Field. 

In  the  first  year  of  Henry's  reign,  the  earl  was  constituted 
warden  of  the  West  and  iMiddlc  i\Iarclics  and  conservator  of 
a  truce;  and  two  years  afterwards,  he  ^\  as  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  nt\<;otiate  lor  ])eace  Avith  Seotland ;  but  liis 
ap])ointment  as  Heutenant  of  Yorkshire  embroik^d  liim  with 
the  populace  and  led  to  his  death.  The  king  had  engaged 
in  war  with  France,  and  to  carry  it  on  vigorously,  parliament 
had  granted  a  liberal  aid.  But  this  tax,  though  readily 
granted,  was  not  cheerfully  paid ;  especially  in  Yorkshire 
and  Durham,  Avhere  the  popular  feeling  ran  still  in  iavour  of 
Richard  III.  The  commissioners  for  gathering  the  subsidy, 
finding  the  people  mutinous,  complained  to  the  earl  of 
Nortliumberland,  wliom  IJacon  calls  tlu;  chief  ruler  of  the 
northern  parts.  Informed  of  this  disaflection  by  the  earl, 
the  king  issued  peremptory  commands,  that  not  oiu;  penny 
bo  abated  of  that  which  had  been  granted  by  parlianumt. 
The  haughty  manner  in  which  the  earl  delivered  the  king's 
message  to  tlie  principal  justices  and  others  of  the  country, 
brought  odium  upon  himself;  he  was  regarded  a^  the 
author  of  an  oppression  ;  the  people  became  furious  and 
ungovernable,  and  broke  into  his  house,  and  slew  him  and 


if 


'I' 


SECOND,    THIRD,    AND    FOURTH    EARLS.  197 

several  of  liis  servants.     This  took  place  at  Coxlodge  near 
Thirsk,  on  the  flSth.  of  April,  1489.     Pceris  exclaims — 

O  horrible  niiscliiefe,  0  most  cruell  crynie, 

In  our  dayes  hath  not  been  seene  sue  destestable  a  thinge, 
Their  awne  naturall  lords,  the  conniions,  so  nmrtheringe. 

At  Beverley  Minster  hee  lyetli  and  alsoe  Lady  Mawd  his  wife, 
In  the  which  minster  five  priests  hee  found 

Dayly  to  singe  and  masses  to  say 

For  Lord  Henry  and  Mawd's  soule  as  they  hee  bound, 

And  for  theire  ancestors  deceased  devoutly  to  pray, 

At  an  altar  by  his  tombe  they  singe  every  day  ; 

And  three  bead  men  hee  founded  tliere  alsoe  to  continue  and  pray  alway, 
Which  now  the  fifth  earlc  and  the  twelflhe  Henry  doth  maint.-iine  and  uphold 
Right  devoutly,  for  hee  reputetli  holy  prayer  more  then  treasure  or  gold. 

Ilis  hurial  in  the  College  Church  of  Beverley  was  in 
accordance  with  his  will.  Ilis  funeral  must  have  been 
magnificent,  as  it  cost  upwards  of  £1,510,  equivalent  to 
ahout  £15,000  of  the  present  money.  "  A  standart  for  this 
solemn  occasion  cost  £-1;  a  1)aner  £8  6s.  8d. ;  his  cote  armer 
of  Seynet,  hetyn  Avith  his  armys  £5."  The  funeral  had  been 
arranged  by  members  of  the  Herald's  College,  for  there  is 
entered — "The  reward  to  two  officers  of  armys  for  their  helpe 
find  payne  in  ordering  the  said  buriall  at  £10  the  pece,  for 
coming  from  London,  their  costs  and  rewards  £20."  Thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  poor  folks  that  came  on 
the  day  of  tlio  burial  received  tAVopence  each  ;  five  hundred 
j)riests  tA\'elvepence  eiich;  and  one  thousand  clerks  fourpence 
c;u'h. 

The  grave  vi'  "Maud,  his  wife,  Avas  opened  in  September, 
1078,  and  lier  body  -was  found  in  a  iair  cotlin  of  stone,  em- 
balmed and  covered  Avitli  clolh  of  gold,  and  on  lier  feet  slip- 
pers embroidered  with  silk,  ami  therewith  a  Avax  lamp,  a 
candk^,  and  plate  candlestick.  The  stately  altar  tomb  of 
this  earl  is  still  in  a  good  state  of  preservation  in  Beverley 
Minster. 

By  his  wife  Maiul,  daughter  of  William  Herbert,  earl  of 
Pembroke,  he  left  four  sons  and  three  davighters ;  Henry, 
who  succeeded  him ;  Sir  AMlliam  Percy,  who  fought  at  Flod- 
den ;  Alan,  a  priest ;  and  Joceline,  ancestor  of  the  Percys  of 
Beverley,  Cambridge,  and  Rochester. 

The  will  of  this  oarl,  wliieh  was  made  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1485,  presents  a  favourable  view  of  his  character  aa  a  rehgious 
man,  kindly  disposed,  and  geuerous  to  his  friends,  servants,  and 
to  the  poor ;  for  tltoso  Avho  had  served  him  Avhile  hviug,  ho 
Avills  that  they  slioxdd  bo  bountifully  dealt  with  after  his  death. 
His  body  ho  desires  to  bo  buried  witliiu  the  College  Chm-ch  of 
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St.  John  of  Bevoi'loy — "if  hit  fortune  mo  to  depavto  frome  tins 
proseuto  lyve  withyuo  tlic  eoiintlo  of  Yorlcc."  Ho  horjnoaths  to 
tlio  ])vior  and  convent  of  tlio  fiiavs  in  Ilohi  Park  £10;  to  tlio 
wliite  friars  of  Doneastor  £20,  and  of  York  £20  ;  to  the  abbot 
and  (";onvont  of  Alir,\ick  ono  liundred  mares  ;  all  tliose  priors  and 
convents  are  within  a  month  of  his  decease  to  say  two  trentals 
for  him,  and  yearly  keop  an  oLit  on  the  day  of  his  death ;  to  the 
prioress  and  convent  of  Wilberfosso  £10,  to  the  abLey  of  St. 
Alban's  £20,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  next  York  ton  marcs, 
"to  pray  for  ye  sanies  of  my  grannte-modirs,  my  lorde  my  fadir 
sonle,  my  graiinto-fadirs,  all  myno  aujitcestres  sanies,  and  all 
cristen  sanies;"  to  the  parsons  of  Lekyngfold  live  marcs,  of  St. 
Anno  Church  London  £5,  to  tlio  vicars  of  Werkewortli.  five 
marcs  and  of  Wrosill  a  hundred  shillings,  "for  my  tithes  and 
oblations  by  me  to  fore  this  t^'iue  forgecon."  "  Also  I  woll  that 
by  yo  discrecions  of  myne  oxecntoi-s,  to  dispose  for  my  saulo  and 
ye  sanies  aforesaid,  yo  some  of  thre  houndreth  markes."  lie 
Avills  that  Sir  Kobert  Constable,  Sir  Thomas  iloteham,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Euro,  and  Sir  Cf  uy  Fairfax  bo  paid  their  fees  daring  their 
lives,  they  doing  service  to  his  heirs  as  they  have  done  to  liim. 
All  that  have  oilices  of  his  grant  are  to  retain  tlioni  being  true  to 
his  heirs.  "  Also  I  woll  that  my  gossep  Mv  William  Po  torn  an 
(A\'ho  was  archdeacon  of  tlie  East  liidiug,)  have  a  tonne  of  wyno 
of  Gascoigno  yerello  duryng  my  lyve  and  his,  to  bo  dolyvred  at 
yo  pcu'to  of  Hull  to  hymo  or  to  his  dojiuty  ;  and  after  my  discess 
during  his  lyve  two  tonnes  of  Crascoigue  wyne."  To  eight  per- 
sons now  his  beadmon  ho  willed  that  tliey  be  foimd  during  their 
lives  in  meat,  driidi,  and  clothing,  and  Ihut  each  have  yearly 
iluilLH'u  sliillings  and  fdurpenco  in  moiipy.  lie  makes  provision 
for  his  (hiughl(>is  Aliainir  and  Anno,  and  for  his  sons  Henry, 
AVillinni,  Aleyuo,  (Jessilyne ;  for  his  nephews  Sir  Kalph  and 
George  I'orcy,  and  for  the  children  of  Sir  Himry  another  nephew."^ 
Many  other  bequests  are  made  in  this  thoughtfid  will.f 

Onliis  tomb  am  displayed  his  lievaldic  insignia — the  Percy 
fusils,  the  Percy  lion,  the  locket,  the  crescent,  the  lucios, 
Poynings  and  Ijvyan.  Belonging  to  liis  time  arc  also  a  Uo}i 
siatant,  guardant,  gorged  xoith  a  crescent,  inscribed  with 
csj)cra)ice,  supporting  what  appears  1o  be  a  banner  charged 
Mith  tlio  Percy  and  Lucy  arms  (juartercd,  on  the  Lion  Tower 
oi"  AVarkworth  ('astle  ;  on  tlie  same  tower  is  tlic  crest — a  lion 
pcissanf,  tlie  tail  lushed,  on  a  cJiapcau  erjjiine  ;  and  here  too, 
occurs  a  badge  used  only  by  this  carl — a  hascnleXfor  Ilvrhert, 

*  They  were  desceiulaiits  of  Sif  Kulpli  rercy,  who  \v.;s  killed  at  Iledgeley  Moor. 
I-  Test.  Kbor.  III.,  i..  310 

\  A  bascule  vas  the  coLUiler]u)ise  vliicli  lielped  tu  lift  a  drawbridge,  llcfcr- 
ence  nnist  be  made  to  Mr.  Longstalii^'s  Percy  Heraldry  for  an  account  of  this 
curious  badge. 
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tlic  family  of  liis  wife  INIaud,  -svitli  the  motto  ma  comfort — 
Fig.  Sl\ ;  tln'  same  badge,  with  ii  crescent  is  on  a  M'indow  of 
Ik'verlcy  Cliurch — FUj.  25. 


FIG.  25 


FIG.  24- 


WAiacwoKTn. 


■% 


BEVERLEY. 


A  lion  rampant -was  on  Ihe  haihican  of  Ahiwiek  Castle; 
and  on  the  old  cornice  above,  Aven^  the  crescent  and  locket 
Avith  a  crowned  lion  supi)orter  on  the  left  side,  and  the  motto 
Fsperance  Ma  Comfortc*  The  crescent  and  locket  are  on  the 
head  of  a  buttress  of  Wark worth  Church;  a  crescent  enclosing 
a  locket  on  the  north  AvindoAV  of  Px-verley  Chajiel^ — Fig.  'ZiS  ; 
on  Iledgeley  Cross;  and  on  Ilighfarlaw  (lleoht'orkiAv)  Pole. 


FIG.  2S 


FIG-  2'7 


DKA'EKLEY. 

Fig.  21. 
Lochvt  hciwccn  the  liorns  of  a  crescent;  from  ^  inccnt's  IMS. 


•  This  was  restored,  but  not  correctly,  a  century  ago;   tlie  original  sculptures 
are  preserved  in  the  Castle  Museum. 
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HENRY  ALGERNON,  FIFTH  EARL. 

Ilcnry  Algernon,  avIio,  as  oldest  son  and  lieir,  siiccocded 
to  tlio  barony  of  Alnwick  and  other  ])Os.scssions,  Mas  bom 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1478  ;  in  1488,  he  Avas  created  a 
knight  of  Bath  along  Avith  Arthur,  prince  of  Wales ;  and 
sometime  prior  to  1498,  he  was  made  a  knight  of  the  Garter. 

He  was  a  Percy-Lovaine  of  a  new  type.  His  predecessors, 
with  rare  exceptions,  were  brave  warriors,  ready  at  the  head 
of  attached  vassals  to  fight  their  own  or  their  countrj's 
battles  ;  but  the  sjjirit  of  the  old  heroism  seems  never  to 
have  kiinlli  1  it  his  h.  nn  ;  h<>  a\:is  nutrc  ;tt  lioiiie  in  gandy 
^lu)WS  than  in  ImIv^; -'fif  Ids  ;  u\u\  lie  si.jn.ls  ])ii-(,'Jiui!.'ut  lur 
bis  stately  magnificence,  ',\hi>-h  he  di'  pl.iyed  no(  .july  in  i)|c 
grandeur  of  his  milit;iry  <  (|ui|)niciit,  hut  also  in  the  semi- 
regal  order  of  his  household. 

He  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  indulging  in  his  taste 
for  display  when  he  attended  the  princess  royal  into  Scotland. 
A  happy  historical  event  was  the  marriage  of  jNIargaret^  Henry 
the  Seventh's  eldest  daughter,  to  James  the  Fourth,  of  Scot- 
land; for  it  brought  about  the  union  of  the  crowns  of  England 
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and  Scotland,  -^vliich  powerful  kings,  large  armies,  and  tor- 
rents of  hlood  had  failed  to  achieve. 

This  marriage  Avas  celehratcd  by  proxy  on  January  the 
25th,  1503,  and  proclaimed  at  Saint  Paul's  Cross,  Avhere  tlie 
Te  JDeum  was  sung.  Tlic  peal  of  bells  and  blaze  of  bonfires 
testified  the  joy  of  the  citizens.  Young,  the  herald,  has  left 
a  curious  acconnt  of  the  bride's  progress  throngh  England  to 
the  Scottish  border. 

The  Icing,  hor  father,  accompanied  her  as  far  as  Collyweston, 
the  rosidonco  of  hor  grandmotlier.  Afterwards,  riclily  dressed, 
mounted  on  a  fair  palfvoy,  nlie  was  attended  througliout  lier 
jonrnoy,  by  the  chief  noblemen  of  the  disti-ict  through  which  slio 
passed,  all  the  good  towns  and  villages  in  her  route  ringing  tlieir 
bells,  and  th<:  inhabitants  of  the  country  aronnd  coniiug  to  see 
the  noble  company,  bringing  great  vessels  full  of  drink  for  the 
use  of  those  who  liad  need  of  it.  At  two  miles  fi'om  the  city  of 
Tadcaster,  the  f|ueen  was  joined  by  tlie  carl  of  Nortlumaberland 
"well  liDrst  upon  a  fayr  Corser,  with  a  foot  cloth  to  tlie  Grounde 
of  Cramsyn  Velvett,  all  horded  of  Orfavery  ;  his  Annes  vary  rich 
in  many  Places  upon  Ids  Saddle  and  Ilarnys,  his  Sterrops  gylt, 
himself  arayd  of  a  Gowne  of  the  same  Cramsjm.  At  the  opnyngs 
of  the  Slyvos  and  tlie  CoUor,  a  grett  Bordour  of  Stones.  Ilis 
Boutts  of  Velvett  blak,  his  Spours  gylt ;  and  in  many  places  ho 
maid  Gambads,  plaisant  for  to  see.  AUwayes  ni.i;ii  to  him  wer 
two  Fotemen.  Ther  Jackets  of  that  sain  as  before  to  his  dovj'ses. 
Before  him  ho  had  3  ITensmen  rychly  drest  and  mounted  upon 
fuyr  ITtn-sys,  thoir  short  Jakets  of  Ovfavory,  and  tlie  Harnys  of 
the  sayd  llorsys  of  the  same.  After  thorn  rode  the  ]\[aister  of 
the  Horse,  arayd  of  his  livery  of  Vulvyt,  mounted  upon  a  geutyll 
IIorsG,  and  Gampanes  of  Silver  and  gylt."  Many  noble  knights 
wore  in  Ids  company;  "also  ther  Avas  hys  Officer  of  Arnies  named 
Norhumberland  nerault,  arayed  of  ins  Liveray  of  Velvet,  herring 
his  Cotte."  The  earl  accompanied  the  queen  through  the  re- 
mainder of  Yorkshire,  througli  Durham  and  Northumberland, 
and  as  far  as  Lammerton  Kirk  in  Scotland. 

When  entering  into  the  city  of  Purham,  the  earl  "wore  a 
goodly  gown  of  Tynsel  furred  with  Ermines,  mounted  on  a  fair 
com-ser,  witli  liarness  of  Goldsmitli  Work,  tlirough  wliich  were 
inserted  small  bells  ihat  made  a  melodious  noise." 

Three  days  the  (|ueen  sojourned  in  Newcastle,  and  on  leaAnng, 
was  escorted  by  the  mayor  ;  half-a-milo  from  the  town  she  was 
received  by  Sir  Humphrey  Lisle,  of  Pelton,  and  the  prior  of 
Briidiburn,  with  twenty  horsemen  ;  and  a  little  further  on  by 
Sir  Ptalph  Evers,  sherilf  of  the  county,  "with  many  honest  folks 
of  tlie  countrie  with  spears  and  bows,  in  Jackets,  to  the  number 
of  200  liorsemen,"  After  resting  a  night  at  Morpeth,  she  recom- 
menced hor  journey,  and,  between  Morpeth  and  Alnwick  was  joined 
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by  "Maister  Henry  Gray,  Esrxuior,  witli  ono  liundred  Tiorse."  | 

ller  route  to  Almvick  was  tliroiij^h   Oawledge  Park,  in  wliicli 

"  jjlie  kylde  a  Buck  with  her  Low."     Two  days  sho  remained  at 

Ahnnck,  as  the  guest  of  the  earl  of  Norihumljerland,  who  "maid 

hyr  varey  good  Chere."     On  the  28th  of  July,  she  loft  Alnwick 

and  dined    at   Belford,   whoro    Sir    Thomas    Darey,   captain  of 

Berwick,  "  had  made  ready  her  dinner  very  well  and  honestly." 

Kalph  Widdrington  joined  Jior  here  with  one  hundred  hurso ; 

and  at  the  entrance  of  Islandsluro,  Henry  Grey,  who  was  sheiill' 

of  that  part  of  Northumberland,  took  charge  of  her.     On  the  1st 

of  August,  she  was  received  at  Laminorton  Kirk,  on  the  part 

of  the  king-  of  Scots,  by  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  and  other 

noblemen,  and  about  ono  Ihousand  persons;  and  here  tlie  earl 

of  Northumberland  made  "his  Devor  at  Dopart^aige  of  Gambads 

and  Leaps. "'^' 

The  Scottish  king  and  his  nobles  were  also  richly  appareled  ; 
but  for  splendour,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  outshone  them 
all;  "  in  the  richness  of  his  coat  being  goldsmith's  work,  gar- 
nished with  pearl  and  stones ;  and  for  tlie  costly  apparel  of  his 
liensmen,  and  gallant  trappiOrs  of  his  horses,  besides  400  tall 
men  well  horsed,  and  appareled  in  his  collars,  he  was  esteemed 
both  of  the  Scots  and  Englishmen  more  like  a  princo  than  a 
subject." 

lie  bad  another  opportunity  of  indulging  lils  taste  for  dis- 
play, Avhen,  in  1513^  lie  with  six  thousand  men,  accompanied 
a  Avarlike  expedition  to  France,  where  lie  took  part  in  the 
sieges  of  Tlierovene  and  Tournay ;  and  was  present  at  "  Tlie 
Battle  of  the  Spars  j'''  Avliere  the  Frencli  cavalry  using  their 
spurs  instead  of  their  swords  galloped  away  from  the  Eng- 
lisli,  leaving  their  general  and  oiHeers  in  the  hands  of  their 
enemies.     A  curious  account  is  preserved  of  "The  order  and 
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lude  preparation  and  carriage  of  the  Right  honorable  Henry,  '  1 

Earle   of  Northumberland,   when   lie   went   to   the  siege  of  '    » 

Turwin  in  Erauee,  in  the  fifth  ycare  of  the  raignc  of  King  \ 

Henry  the  Eighth."t  .  J 

Extraordinarily  magnificent  was  his  display  ;  arrayed  he  '  I 

-was  in  the  utmost  splendour,  with  doublets,  coats,  gaberdines,  V.    | 

and  cloaks  of  crimson  and  green  satin,  ornamented  with  gold;  v 

even  his  garters  Avcre  of  goldsmith  work  of  golcl  of  Venice  | 

■with  buckles   and  pendants  of  gold   and  enamel.     His  own  .{ 

pursuivants,  herald,  standard  and  banner  bearers  attended  \ 

*   Lelandi  Collectanea,  lY.,  pp.  271-2S1. 

f  This  very  curious  account  is  printed  in  the  Antiquarian  Repository,  IV., 
p.  3'lij. 
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liim  ;  and  his  whole  nrms  were  beaten  on  their  coiits  in  oil 
colours  and  L^old  ;  Esperauncc,  my  lord's  pursuivant,  had  a 
green  damask  coat,  and  three  chaplains  had  red  gowns,  with 
three  hends  of  white  sarsenet  and  green,  witli  six  crosses,  six 
roses,  and  six  crescents. 

On  his  gidehohnes,  or  small  standards,  were  my  lord's 
device  and  word  with  sundry  beasts,  and  sundry  powderings. 
In  Fig.  38,  the  beast  is  the  blue  lion  of  Percy,  the  device  is 
the  crescent  enclosing  the  locket,  the  j)owderings  are  lockets, 
and  the  word,  Esperancc  oi  Dlcii;  the  colours  are  the  gold 
and  green  of  Poynings, 

FIG.  28 


'AM. 


TPac  pennoyiceUe,  or  diminutive  pennon,  for  his  demi-lance, 
was  painted  red  and  black,  with  livery  colours  of  my  lord, 
with  the  crescent  upon  it. 


FIG.  2Q 


The  war  which  the  king  of  England  was  carrying  on  against 
France  in  151o,  broke  the  friendly  relations  between  England 
and  Scotland.  From  France,  Scotland  had  often  received 
aid  Avhen  her  more  ])owerful  neighbour  sougbt  to  oppress 
her,  nor  was  slie  ungrateful  when  her  friend  needed  help. 
There  was  no  diiliculty  in  trumping  up  an  excuse  for  breaking 
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the  truce.  Andrew  Barton,*  a  famous  Scottish  sea  captain, 
called  by  the  English  a  pirate,  had  been  killed  by  the  Eng- 
lish and  his  shi})S  seized,  •when  he  Avas  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  king  of  Scotland;  Heron  the  Bastard, 
brother  of  Lord  Ford,  and  the  murderer  of  the  Scottish 
"warden,  was  protected  by  the  English  ;  and  the  jewels  be- 
longing to  the  queen  of  Scotland  were  detained  in  England. 
These,  though  trivial  enough  in  themselves,  were  deemed 
sufficient  grounds  by  a  warlike  people  to  seek  vengeance  on 
England.  Soon  did  the  turbulent  borderers  begin  their  raids 
and  devastations  on  both  sides  of  the  border.  Lord  Home 
at  the  head  of  three  thousand  horsemen,  in  revenge  of  the 
ravages  of  the  English,  entered  Northumberland,  and  after  '  j" 

burning  seven  villages  Avas  retiring  with  great  booty,  when 
he  was  Avay-laid  by  Sir  William  Buhner  Avith  one  thousand 
archers  and  men-of-arms  on  liorseback.  Tliesc  he  had  con- 
cealed among  the  tall  broom  on  iNlilltield  Plain;  and  as  the 
Scots  A^'cre  retin)iing,  he  suddenly  attacked  them.  Ijravely 
the  Scots  resisted  ;  but  being  encumbered  Avith  spoil,  they 
were  shot  down  by  tlie  archers  and  totally  defeiited,  Avilh 
a  loss  of  five  or  six  hundred  killed  and  four  hundred 
taken  ]n-isoners.  This,  however,  Avas  but  tlie  prelude  to  a 
more  disastrous  defeat,  Avhich  is  to  be  deplored,  not  only  for 
the  sorrow  it  brought  to  Scotland,  but  for  the  sad  chcK-k  it 
gave  to  the  progress  of  its  social  improvement ;  for  James 
IV.,  the  king  of  Scotland,  iiimed  at  nobli'  objects;  he  repaired 
and  adorned  7uany  ]);ilac(.s  and  castles,  improved   the  admin-  \ 

istration  of  justice,  brought  hnv  and  oriler  to  bear  on  wild  |- 

and  uncultivated  districts  tli.it  had  pre\  iously  been  beyond 
the  range  of  civilising  inllueuces  ;  bis  navy  he  had  strength- 
ened; and  Avith  vigour  he  had  attempted  to  repress  the  ',t 
excesses  and  hnvlessness  of  the  borders.  Alas  !  that  such  1 
noble  movements  should  have  been  so  soon  arrested.  With  I 
all  his  generosity  he  had  his  faults  ;  led  astray  by  his  own  ,  £ 
chivalrous  feeling,  be  kindlixl  up  the  excitable  Avar-spirit  of  1 
his  people  and  citered  Englantl  with  a  nrnnerous  arm  v.  I 
In  the  absence  of  King  Henry,  Avho  was  on  the  continent,  I 
the  carl  of  Surrey  advanced  to  meet  the  Scots  Avith  an  army  \ 
of  twenty-six  thousand  men  ;  and  to  arouse  their  religious  | 
enthusiasm,  he   obtained  at  Durham,  the  banner  of  Saint  ^ 

*  About  thirty  years  ago,  a  heavy  sea  washed  away  the  loose  sand  coverinj^  a 
sandstone  rock,  near  low  tide  mark  on  the  sea  shore  at  En\bleton,  and  there  was 
found  cut  upon  this  rock  in  Human  capitals,  ANDRA  BARTON. 
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Cuthbert,  the  popular  saint  of  Northumberland.  This  army- 
arrived  at  Alnwiek  on  the  ord  of  .September,  1513  ;  and  as 
heavy  rains  had  broken  up  the  roads  tliey  remained  all  the 
next  day,  and  Surrey  while  there  Avas  joined  by  his  son, 
Thomas,  the  lord  admiral,  Avith  a  considerable  body  of  good 
forces.  From  Alnwick,  on  Sunday  the  4th  of  the  month, 
Surrey  sent  a  herald  (Rouge  Croix)  challenging  the  king  of 
Scotland  to  join  battle  Avith  him  on  the  Friday  following. 
On  the  5th,  the  English  army  encamped  at  Bolton,  five  miles 
Avestward  of  Alnwick,  and  on  the  Gth  and  Ttli  at  Woolcr 
Ilaugh  Head.  The  two  armies  joined  issue  on  Flodden 
Field  on  the  9th,  between  foiu-  and  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  Avlien  the  dark  shadoAVS  of  night  fell,  tlie  Scots 
AS'ere  signally  defeated,  their  chivalrous  king  slaiii,  and  most 
of  his  nobles  Avith  nearly  ten  thousand  of  his  soldiers  left 
dead  on  this  fatal  batllc-field.*  This  disaster  filled  the  heart 
of  Scotland  a\  ilh  sorrow,  Avhich  found  utterance  in  plaintiA'e 
songs,  in  memory  of  the  "  Flo^vers  of  the  Forest  that  had  a' 
Avede  aAvay."t 

The  carl  of  Northumberland  Avas  not  engaged  in  this  battle, 
being  then  Avith  the  king  in  Fraiu^e ;  but  tAVO  Percys  Avcre 
there,  Sir  William,  his  brother,  and  Sir  Lionel  Percy. 

Though  the  earl  liad  been,  on  the  accession  of  Henry 
YIII.,  appointed  Avarden  of  the  marches,  he  never  distin- 
guished himself  in  border  Avarlare ;  but  when  an  invasion 
from  Scotland  Avas  dreaded  in  1522,  he  Avas  again  entrusted 
Avith  this  iniportant  oilice,  from  Avhich  he  is  said  soon 
after,  by  repeati-d  suits  to  tlu'  king,  to  have  obtained  a 
discharge.  For  this  sorry  coiuluct  he  suffered  greatly  in 
reputation,  even  incurring  the  contempt  of  his  OAvn  ten- 
ants. Probably,  howoAcr,  the  ncAV  regulations  introduced 
by  the  sagacity  of  Wolsey,  to  make  the  office  of  Avarden 
efficient  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and  administration 
of  laAv,  did  not  harmonise  Avith  the  lofty  notions  the  earl 
entertained  of  his  own  dignity;  and  to  some  border  men, 
indeed,  these  regulations  Averc  especially  distasteful,  because 
preventing  indolent  and  unscrupulous  Avardcns  and  snb- 
Avardens  making  a  profit  out  of  the  lawlessness  and  misery 

*  Two  very  able  and  full  accomits  of  tin's  battle  have  been  recently  given  ;  one 
by  Robert  AViiite  in  Archieologia  j-Eliana,  HI,,  New  Series;  and  the  other  by 
the  Rev.  Robert  Jones,  vicar  of  Braiikston,  iti  the  Proceedings  of  the  Berwick- 
shire Naturalists'  Club,  IV.,  pj).  3G5-3S9.  This  has  since  been  reprinted  in  a 
separate  volume. 
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of  tlie  border  land.  Sometliinp,'  the  cavl  attempted  in  152T  ; 
when  by  command  of  tlie  king,  his  dearest  son  and  heir  Lord 
Percy  lay  and  abode  at  his  castle  of  Alnwick  for  defence  of 
the  borders  against  the  Scots,  he  then  issned  a  conunission, 
in  royal  style  "for  taking  of  mnsters"  to  George  Swinbourne, 
constable  of  Alnwick  Castle,  Thomas  Ilorseley,  constable  of 
Warkworth  Castle,  to  his  steward  of  Spoftbrd  and  Topclifte, 
to  his  constable  of  Prudhoe  Castle,  and  to  his  feodary  of 
York,  commanding  them  to  view  all  his  officers,  servants, 
tenants,  farmers,  homagers,  freeholders,  and  inhabitants  of 
Northnmberland, "  according  to  the  cnstome  of  old  tyme  used," 
who  are  charged  to  wait  upon  his  son  to  serve  the  king.* 

Soon  after  this,  on  the  IDth  of  May,  1527,  the  earl  died 
and  was  buried  in  IJeverley  Cathedr;il. 

lie  Avas  married  to  Catherine,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
Sir  Ilobert  Spence,  of  Spencer  Combe,  in  ]^evonshire,  by 
whom  he  had  two  danghters  and  throe  sons;  Henry,  who 
succeeded  him,  and  Sir  Thomas  and  Sir  Ingeham  or  Ingram, 
both  of  whom  took  part  in  Ashe's  rebellion. 

\'ain  and  excessively  fond  of  pomp  and  display  and  ha^ing 
no  great  share  of  the  bravery  of  the  older  Percys,  he  seems 
to  have  been  more  literate  than  the  barons  generally  of  the 
period.  Skelton  he  patronised;  a  coarse  satirical  poet,  then 
held  in  esteem,  although  a  priest  of  malicious  disposition  and 
of  doubtful  moral  character,  and  who  wrote  a  long  elegy  on 
the  death  of  the  earl's  fither,  Tlie  earl  left  a  curious  collec- 
tion of  poems  engrossed  on  vellum,  chiclly  those  of  Lydgate, 
the  elegy  of  Skelton,  and  the  history,  in  a  kind  of  verse, 
of  the  Percy  family  by  Peeris,  om;  of  his  chaplains.  He 
indulged  in  an  odd  fancy,  in  having  the  walls  and  ceilings  of 
the  principal  apartments  in  Wressil  Castle  and  Leckingfield 
great  manor  house  covered  with  a  series  of  moral  inscriptions 
in  verse.  These  verses  arc  like  the  compositions  of  the 
period,  affected  and  strewed  Avith  conceits,  but  they  inculcate 
some  good  moral  lessons  ;  one  example  may  be  given  : — 

A.  He  that  slepithe  ia  somer  in  winter  sullurithe  payne, 

And  lie  tbnt  in  youthe  is  ydyll  in  age  nuiste  ncdis  complayne, 
And  he  that  in  youtlie  withe  virtu  niakithe  adyaunce 
In  at;e  of  all  grace  shall  liave  plenteus  habundaunce, 

B.  An  olde  proverbe  it  is  nieane  it  is  a  treasure 

Why  sholde  not  youihe  at  tynies  enjiye  his  pleasure. 

Affecting  the  state  of  a  sovereign,  his  commands  were 
expressed  in  a  royal  style ;  his  household  was  like  a  regal 


*   Ant.  Kep.,  IV.,  p    3J]. 
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establislinient ;  officers  lie  kept  to  record  his  doings,  and  a 
poet  laureate  to  sing  the  praises  and  dignity  of  himself  and 
family  ;  and  hence  there  have  been  handed  down  curious 
and  voluminous  records  exhibiting'  his  manner  of  life.  .  His 
household  book,  which  was  given  to  the  world  by  Bishop 
I'ercy,  presenis  a  striking  picture  of  a  singular  combination 
of  the  feudal  grandeur  of  the  olden  time,  with  the  stately 
magnificence  of  the  sixteenth  century.  lie  had  a  council, 
composed  of  his  principal  oiHcers,  to  establish  laws  for  the 
government  of  his  household ;  the  constable  and  bailiffs  of 
his  castles  Avaited  upon  him  in  succession,  and  these  offices 
were  filled  by  the  younger  branches  of  his  family  and  by 
gentlemen  of  dignified  descent ;  they  formed,  along  with  the 
other  chief  officers  the  Knight's  Board;  there  were  controller, 
clerk  of  the  kitchen,  chamberlain,  treasurer,  secretary  and 
clerk  of  the  signet,  survisor,  heralds,  ushers,  almoner,  a 
schoolmaster  for  teaching  grammar,  minstrels,  eleven  priests 
presided  over  by  a  doctor  of  Divinity  as  dean  of  the  chapel, 
and  a  band  of  choristers.  The  household  numbered  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  persons.* 

Arms. — Percy  and  Lucij  quarterly.     The  earl's  MS.,  prob- 
ably a  copy  from  his  bannerole  at  the  Turwin  siege ;  in 
,      the  corners  are  silver  crescents  and  golden  lockets  ',  and 
between  the  shield  and  garter  are  II.  P. 

FIG.  30 


*   The  whole  of  this  Household  Book  is  printed  in  the  Antiquarian  Repertory, 
IV.,  p.  y,  &c.     The  details  oi'  the  mode  of  living  are  highly  instructive. 
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Arms. —  Quartcrhj  of  Jive.     I.,  Pcrcxj  and  Tjiicy  quarterly. 
II.,  Old  Percy.     III.,  Poyninys.     W .,  Fltzpaine.     V., 
Bryan.     Gcirter  plate. 
In  the  earl's  signet,  there  arc  a  lion  rainpant  and  a  loeket 
between  every  letter  of  the  motto.     1515. 


FIG.  31 
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HENEY  ALGEENON  PEECY,  SIXTH  EAEL. 

Henry  Algernon  Percy,  the  eldest  son  of  the  fifth  earl,  was 
educated  in  the  house  of  Cardinal  Wolsey;  and  as  one  of  the 
train  of  that  powerful  niiuister,  Avliom,  indeed,  he  attended 
in  ordinary,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  repairing  to  tlie  royal 
court,  and  there  met  the  beautiful  and  xnifortunate  Anne 
Boleyn.  Before  the  king  himself  had  looked  on  her  with 
loving  e)'cs,  Henry  Percy  was  smitten  with  her  charms,  and  so 
far  progressed  in  her  affections,  that  he  ol)tained  her  goodwill 
to  marriage ;  and  they  became  little  less  than  contracted  to 
each  other.  The  king,  having  heard  of  this,  and  afraid  of 
losing  this  beantiful  Avoman,  on  Avliom  he  had  for  some  time 
contemplated  M'iih  affection,  acquainted  Cardinal  Wolsey 
Avith  his  love,  and  desired  him  to  dissuade  Percy  from  pro- 
secuting his  suit.  The  cardinal  used  his  endeavours,  both 
Avith  Percy  and  Anne  Boleyn,  to  break  olf  their  engagement ; 
but  Anne  seems  to  have  been  so  much  attached  to  her  lover, 
as  to  be  displeased  Avith  the  cardinal's  interference ;  Avhose 
influence,  however,  not  being  sulFicient  to  disunite  the  lovers, 
the  king  sent  for  the  earl  of  Northumberland  to  come  to 
court ;  and  so  afraid  Avas  he  of  the  king's  displeasure,  that 
he  insisted  on  his  son  rerujuncing   yVnne  Boleyn;    and  to 


FIFTH    AND    SIXTH    EARLS.  209 

prevent  the  recuiTence  of  danger,  he  induced  him  to  marry 
the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury.  Even  Avhen  Anne 
became  the  wife  of  the  king,  she  retained  a  strong  hatred  of 
the  cardinal  for  blighting  her  early  love.* 

On  his  father's  death  in  1527,  Henry  Algernon,  as  heir, 
succeeded  to  all  his  lands.  Notwithstanding  his  early 
obligations  to  the  cardinal,  he,  in  tlie  same  year,  signed  the 
articles  impeaching  his  old  master,  M'ho  was  now  tottering 
on  his  lofty  elevation,  chiefly  because  of  his  0])position  to 
the  divorce  of  Queen  Catherine.  The  earl  too,  signed  the 
famous  letter  from  the  peers  of  the  realm  to  Pope  demerit, 
in  1530,  informing  his  holiness,  that  if  he  did  not  concur  in 
a  sentence  of  divorce  they  Avould  seek  a  remedy  elsewhere. 
This  Avas  the  first  bold  decisive  blow  which  severed  England 
from  the  Papal  dominion.  The  great  cardinal  had  been  in 
disgrace  and  banished  from  the  court  since  October,  1529  ; 
but  his  enemies,  afraid  that  he  might  regain  the  king's 
favour,  sought  his  destruction.  The  earl  of  Northumberland, 
Avho  Avas  now  warden  of  the  jNlarches,  went  by  command  of 
the  king,  along  with  otliers,  to  arrest  the  cardinal,  with  such 
diligence  and  secrecy,  that  the  cardinal,  receiving  him  as  a 
guest,  was  startled  when  the  earl  in  a  faultering  voice  said 
"  I  arrest  you  of  treason."  Dismayed  and  pensive,  the 
cardinal  paused  before  he  replied;  and  feeling  grieved, 
apparentlv  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  arrest  itself,  but 
because  it  W'as  made  by  one  avIio  had  served  in  his  own 
household,  he  at  first  refused  to  obey,  until  he  saw  the 
king's  connnission.  This,  howi^ver,  Avas  not  shewn  to  him  ; 
but  as  he  had  no  remedy,  he  at  length  yielded ;  not  to  the 
earl,  but  to  Sir  William  Welsh  as  the  king's  servant.f  The 
fall  of  this  great  minister,  as  told  in  the  pages  of  Shakespeare, 
gives  a  most  impressive  and  touching  lesson  on  the  instability 
of  human  greatness. 

When  the  brutal  Henry  VIII. ,  enamoured  Avith  another 
beauty,  caused  his  Avife  Anne  Boleyn  to  be  condemned,  he 
sought  also  to  deprive  her  of  the  honour  of  being  his  lawful 
AAdfe,  by  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  earl  of  Northumber- 
land to  admit  that  she  Avas  under  a  pre-contract  ami  promise 
of  marriage  to  him.  Honourable  it  is  to  tlie  earl,  that  he 
Avas  not  awed  by  the  cruel  tyrant,  to  heap  degradation  on 
a  persecuted  Avoman.     In  a  letter  to  CroniAvell,  the  king's 

*  These  interesting  particulars  are  given  in  Herbert's  Life  of  Henry  Ylir., 
Hist.  ofEng.,  II.— 1708. 

f  Herbert,  II,,  p.  MS. 
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secretary,  he  says — "  I  perceive  there  is  supposed  a  Precon- 
tract between  the  Queen  and  me.  Whereupon  I  was  not 
only  heretofore  examin'd  upon  mine  Oath  before  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  and  York;  but  also  received  the  blessed 
Sacrament  upon  the  same,  before  the  Earl  of  Noi-folk  and 
others  of  the  king's  council  learned  in  tlie  spiritnal  law; 
assuring  you  by  the  said  Oath  and  blessed  body,  Avhich  afore 
I  received,  and  hereafter  intend  to  receive,  that  the  same 
may  be  to  my  Damnation,  if  ever  there  were  any  contract  or 
promise  of  INlarriage  between  her  and  me."* 

Soon  after  liis  accession  to  the  earldom,  Henry  Algernon  |. 

.Percy  must  have  been  appointed  warden  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  Marches  ;  for  we  find  him  acting  in  that  capacity  on  | 

the  28th  of  January,  1528.     He  met  with  the  Scottish  war-  ', 

dens  on  the  Marches  to  redress  grievances,  and  presided  over 
warden  courts  to  try  and  punish  offenders  ;  but  he  seldom 
engaged  in  the  Avarfare,  which  despite  of  truces,  was  still 
carried  on.  In  one  raid  across  the  borders  he  took  part; 
and  of  this  he  gives  an  account  in  a  letter  to  Henry  YIII, 

"According"  ho  says,  "to  your  most  dread  commandment,  for 
me  to  invade  tlio  realm  of  Scotland,  and  there  to  destroy,  waste, 
and  bm-n  corn  and  towns  to  their  most  amioyances,"  he  took 
upon  him  an  enterprise  into  Teviotdale  and  Merse.  On  the  lltli 
of  December,  1532,  at  eleven  o'clock,  lie  invaded  Scotland  accom- 
panied with  the  wliole  garrison  of ?  and  other  Northum- 
brians ;  on  the  following  day  he  sent  forth  two  forays,  and  at 
day-break  thoy  raised  the  Ih'o  in  Douglas  in  the  Lothians,  and 
burnt  and  wasted  the  town  and  the  corn  tliere ;  and  also  tho 
town  and  corn  of  Aldhaiustokcs,  Cobblrspetli,  tlio  two  towns  of 
Ilcjprygg,  Old  Gamers,  and  tho  towns  of  lieidtlewes.  lie  also 
burnt  "  a  toAvn  and  corn  being  in  his  way  called  Eaynton." 
"Thankes  bo  to  God  the  forreys  floynge  stale  and  batall  savely, 
without  loss  or  hurt  did  mete  at  the  howre  of  12  of  the  eloke, 
not  being  one  polo,  gontlemans  house,  nor  grange,  nnbrynt  and 
destroyed;  and  so  recaled  towardos  England,  and  in  oiu'  retourne 
forrej'ed  all  tho  controy  toward  Berwyk,  and  did  bryn,  wast,  and 
distroye  the  townes  of  Conwodd,  Honwodd,  2  E,nstayns,  Blak 
Hill,  and  Hill  End,  2  Atons,  and  wan  the  barmkyn  there ;  which 
toAvnes  was  Avithin  the  Merse.  At  which  invasion  there  ys  taken 
many  Scottesmen  prisoners,  there  was  seaced  2000  noyto  and 
above,  4000  shepo  and  above,  with  all  the  insight,  coyn,  imploy- 
ments  of  houshold,  estemed  to  a  great  somme."  How  revolting 
to  thank  God  for  the  safe  performance  of  these  horrible  deeds  I  f 

*   Herbert,  II.,  p.  195. 
t  State  Tapers,  IV.,  p.  627. 
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lie  must  have  had  somewhat  of  the  love  of  display  for 
■which  his  father  stood  pre-eminent ;  for  we  find,  that  Crom- 
well not  only  informed  him  of  complaints  having  heen  made  of 
his  not  duly  executing  justice  on  the  Marches,  but  also  of  his 
having  had  a  sword  borne  before  him  from  Topclilf  to  York. 
He  admits  that  a  sword  was  borne  before  him,  and  says — 
"  Good  Master  Secretary,  if  that  same  were  taken  by  the 
King's  Majesty  of  me  to  be  done  in  pomp  and  pride  of  myself, 
without  his  most  gracious  authority,  which  I  have  for  the 
same,  it  should  bo  unfainedly  to  my  discomfort,  for  so  much 
as  neither  duty  nor  reason  can  give  me  a  most  poor  and  true 
subject,  to  have  a  sword  borne,  but  only  by  the  honorable 
authority  of  his  ]Majesty  to  me  granted,  most  unworthy."* 

This,  however,  was  but  a  trivial  affair  ;  another  of  his 
letters  presents  him  in  a  less  favourable  aspect.  This  great 
earl  complains  of  poverty,  and  as  tlie  captain  of  Berwick  was 
not  expected  to  recover  from  illuess,  he  asks  for  his  place  and 
offers  a  bribe  of  one  thousand  marks  to  Cromwell,  if  he  would 
procure  it  for  him. 

"Of  a  truth"  says  he,  "the  Captain  of  Berwick,  Sir  Tliomas 
Clyfford  had  laid  spoach,  and  never  likely  to  recover ;  to  ^vliich 
roiue,f  good  Mr.  Secretur}-,  I  pray  you  help  me,  whereby  ye 
slioll  not  only  recover  a  poor  iioblo  man  being  in  decay,  but  also 
got  ynursolf  juiicli  worsliip,  tliat  Ijy  your  means  so  poor  a  man 
sliall  bo  recovered,  as  I  am,  and  bind  me,  my  friends,  and  tliem 
that  Hliall  come  after  me,  evc-r,  (as  never  tlie  less  I  am  most 
bnuiuk'U  afore)  next  tlio  king  our  ^Maister,  to  be  toward  you  and 
all  yours  during  ttur  lives.  And  go(jd  Mr.  Secretary,  I  shall  not 
fail  to  give  you  a  1000  marks  for  tho  same,  brin_i;-inj^  it  to  pass. 
And  good  l\Lr.  Secretary  as  my  trust  is  in  you,  do  for  me  now. 
And  Our  Lord  have  you  in  His  keeping.  In  liast,  at  Toplyif 
the  6  Nov.  (loCo),  with  tho  riufe  and  ragged  hand  of  j'our  owu 
ever  bounden,  most  assuredly  II.  NorixnuMBETiLAND.";]: 

The  earl  appears  to  have  been  attached  to  the  reformed 
religion;  but  his  brothers.  Sir  Tliomas  and  Sir  Ingram  Percy, 
clung  to  the  old  faith,  and  took  part  in  insurrectionary 
movements  which  influenced  for  a  time  the  fortunes  of  the 
I^ucy  family.  The  smaller  monasteries  were  dissolved  in 
1536,  and  nearly  ten  thousand  monks  and  nuns  were  set 
loose,  to  inflame  the  passious  of  the  ignorant  and  stir  up 
rebellion.  One  of  the  larger  monasteries  in  the  north,  Hex- 
ham, resisted  by  force  of  arms  the  admission  of  his  majesty's 
commissioners  into  the  abbey.    The  walls  were  bristling  with 

*  State  Papers,  V.,  p.  16.         f  Office.  t  State  Papers,  V.,  p.  3i. 
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artillery,  and  numbers  of  the  tenants  of  the  abbey  and  of  the 
outlawed  Redesdale  men,  Avho  had  been  summoned  both 
by  the  common  bell  and  the  great  fray  bell,  assembled 
around  the  abbey  armed  "  with  bills,  hall>erts,  and  other 
defenceable  wapons,  like  men  ready  to  defend  a  town  of 
war."*  Sir  Thomas  Percy  was  at  Hexham  at  this  time 
abetting  this  resistance. 

But  he  was  more  directly  concerned  in  a  more  formidable 
outbreak,  which  was  headed  by  Ilobcrt  Aske,  a  man  of 
courage  and  prudence,  and  who  gave  to  the  undertaking  the 
name  of  "  The  Pilgramagc  of  Grace."  Sir  Thomas  Percy 
was  actuated  by  interested  motives,  as  avcU  as  by  a  regard  to 
the  old  religion ;  for,  having  souglit  to  be  declared  heir  to 
the  earl  and  been  obstructed  by  tlie  king  in  the  attainment 
of  his  object,  he  out  of  revenge  joined  this  rebellion. f  He 
raised  as  many  men  as  ho  could  in  the  East  Piding  of 
Yorkshire,  and  passed  with  his  followers  through  York  "  in 
complete  harness,  with  feath(.'rs  trimmed  as  Avell  as  he  might 
deck  himself  at  tliat  time,  shewing  he  did  notliiug  constrained 
but  of  a  willing  nuilicious  stoiiuuk  against  his  most  natural 
and  dread  lord."  lie  circulated  Avritings,  placards,  and 
prece]its ;  and  then  betook  himself  to  Northumberland  and 
called  to  his  aid  the  notable  oflenders  of  Tindale  and 
Ilexhamshire — the  Herons,  the  Charltons,  the  Pobsons,  and 
others,  famous  freebooters.  lie  and  his  brotlier,  vSir  lugram, 
summoned  ineetings  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  countv  at  divers 
places,  viuder  tlie  pretence  of  making  arrangenu-nts  to  defend 
the  coiuitry  ngainst  freebooters;  one  of  these  meetings  Avas 
at  Alnwick  Castle,  Avheuce  he  Avould  not  alloAV  the  gentlemen 
to  depart  till  they  swore  to  aid  him  in  his  designs ;  but  all 
this  Avas  done  Avithout  the  authority  of  the  earl,  Avhile  he  was 
lying  sick  at  Wressil.  One  man,  Edward  Dradeforthe,  Sir 
Kaynold  Carnaby's  servant,  resisted  tlie  authority  of  these 
laAvless  men,  ami  Avould  not  pay  to  Sir  Ingram  the  rents  of 
his  master's  lauds;  but  lie  Avas  seized  by  eighteen  men  Avhom 
Sir  Ingram  laid  in  Avait  for  him  ;  and  he  Avas  taken  by  force 
to  AluAvick  Castle,  laid  in  the  stocks  tliere  for  two  nights  and 
a  day,  and  kept  in  prison  fur  three  days  longer.:}: 

Sir  Thomas  Percy  led  the  first  division  of  the  rebel  army, 
Avhich,  numbering  five  thousand  men,  encamped  near  Don- 
caster  ;    but   promises   of   pardon    ami   of   inquiry   into   the 

*  Piaine's  Memorials  of  Hexham,  I.,  cxxviii. 
t  Fromk-'s  Appendix  to  the  Pilgrim,  p.  ll.*). 
X  Rainw's  INIemorials  of  Hexham,  I.,  cxxxvi  i. 
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grievances  complained  of  liavinj^  been  made,  this  formidable 
body  disbanded.  No  inc^uiry  following,  other  plots  "svere 
formed  with  which  these  Percys  were  connected ;  and  Sir 
Thomas  was  seized,  tried,  condemned  as  a  traitor,  at- 
tainted, and  in  1537  executed  at  Tyburn.  The  life  of  Sir 
Ingram  Percy  was  spared ;  but  he  died  soon  after  in  1538. 
Seventy-four  persons  were  hung  on  gibbets  in  chains  in 
Westmoreland  and  (Jumberland.  "Tlie  liame"  says  Fronde, 
"  was  trampled  out ;  aiul  a  touch  of  pathos  hangs  over  its 
close — the  bodies  were  cut  down  and  buried  by  icoinen" 

The  loss  of  the  object  of  his  early  love  affected  the  character 
of  the  earl  of  Nortliumborland ;  he  became  reckless  and 
extravagant  and  plunged  so  deeply  into  debt,  that  he  bore 
the  Sfd)riquet  of  "  Henry  the  Unthrifty,"  and  was  obliged  to 
sell  Poynings  estate  and  other  lands.  With  his  wife  he  lived 
unliappily ;  and  he  separated  from  her.  The  fate  of  his 
brother  ho  laid  deeply  to  heart ;  and  as  he  had  no  issue  of 
his  own,  and  his  brother's  children  could  not  inherit  in 
conse([uence  of  their  father's  attainture,  "'he"  says  Dugdale, 
"  gave  away  part  of  liis  laiuls  to  the  king  and  to  others."* 
On  February  tlie  3rd,  1535,  he  alienated  to  the  king  his 
house  of  Petworth  and  other  lands  in  Sussex,  his  lands  in 
Hackney,  and  large  estates  in  Lincolnshire  and  other  coun- 
ties ;  and  his  other  lands,  by  another  act,  Avere  settled  on  his 
own  male  issue,  and  then  upon  the  king  and  his  heirs  in 
augmentation  of  the  imperial  crown  ;  some  provision  was 
n-served  for  his  brothers  and  ncplu-ws.  Tie  died  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1537,  at  las  house  in  Jiackney,  and  Avas  buried  in 
the  choir  of  Hackney  (Jliurch. 

"Arms. —  Quarterly  ofjice. — I.,  Gra/id  quarter  qfl,  Percy, 
2,  Beaufort,  3,  Lucy,  4,  Spenser,  (Black  two  cnnine 
bars  nehulcc).  H.,  Old  Percy.  III.,  Poynings.  lY., 
Fitz-Paync.     V.,  Bryan. 

Crest. — A  lion  j^ctssaitt,  the  tail  extended,  on  a  cliapeau. 

Supporters. —  A  lion  rampant  crowned,  and  an   unicorn 
ducally  gorged  and  chained. 
Motto,  on  a  scroll,  ^^  Psperancc.^''    IMr.  Way  in  Proceedings 

of  Arch.  Inst.,  Newcastle,  p.  305. 

Of  the  heraldry  of  this  carl,  ample  illustrations  occiu"  in 
the  Herald's  College,  taken  from  standards  and  pennons  ; 
and  througli  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Ijongstafie,  I  am 
able   to  present  several  examples,  which  will  be  especially 

*  Dugdale  Bar.  I.,  p.  2S3. 
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interesting,  because  givin<y  not  only  the  Percy  badges,  but 
also  tliose  of  Poynings  and  Bryan.  And  here  too,  I  express 
my  obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  LongstafFe,  for  the  liberal 
use  he  has  given  me  of  the  valuable  Avood.  cuts  which  illustrate 
the  Percy  heraldry. 


FIG.  32 


Standard. — "  Pahj  of  t/trc  posses  of  tJtys  collcrs,  liosset, 
yelow,  and  tmcny"  poiodcred  loilh  sihcr  crescents  and  lockets 
separate] tj,  a  Hue  lion  passant.  Ahocc  ]tim,  a  silver  key, 
crowned  xoitli  gold  (for  Poynings),  heliind  ]ti)n,  a  Hue  hugle- 
horn  nnstringcd,  yarnisJtcd  witJi  gold  (for  Bryan).  Between 
the  motto-hcnds,  a  hlacl;  falchion  sheathed,  garnished ,  pomel- 
led  and  hiltid  %cith  gold  (for  l''ii/-Payne).  MS.  llor.  Coll., 
1.,  Iv.     There  is  no  motto  tilled  into  the  original. 

FIG.  33 
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Pennons. — The  same  IMS.      ''Algernons."      lied,  gold, 
and  rosset,  a  blue  lion  passant  hetwecn  three  silver  crescents. 
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"Ponynges."  Bos- 
set,  gold,  and  taicny, 
a  silr.cr  xinicorn  pas- 
sant, ducaUtj  gorged 
and  chained  in  gold, 
between  three  silver 
crescents. 


liossct,  gold,  and 
iaicng,  a  silccr  hoar 
statant,  ducallg gorged 
a)id  chained  in  gold, 
between  three  silver 
crescents. 


"  Percy."  Rosset, 
gold,  and  taiony,  a 
silccr  pa7ither  statant, 
powdered,  with  red 
and  blue  spots,  and 
crowned  in  gold,  be- 
tween three  silver  cres- 
cents. 


Pennoncelles.  — 
The  same  MS. 

"Ponynges."  Ros- 
set, gold,  and  tawny, 
the  silver  key  as  be- 
fore. 


''  Bvyan."  Rosset, 
gold,  and  tawny,  the 
bugle-horn  as  before. 

Red,  rosset,  red, 
and  rosset,  a  silver 
crescent. 
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•"'^'^^  ^^Percy."    Red  and 

hlacli,  a  silver  crescent. 
Exactly  "like  the  pcn- 
celcs  of  buckram"  used 
by  the  previous  earl 
"  painted  of  red  and 
black,  "with  crescents 
upon  them." 

The  chief  residence  of  the  earls  of  Northumberland  at 
this  period  was  not  at  Alnwick,  but  at  Wressil  Castle  in 
Yorkshire.  Leland,  who  saw  it  in  1538,  says — "The  House 
is  one  of  the  most  propre  beyound  Tronte  and  Semcth  newly 
made;"  yet  it  Avas  built  in  tlie  time  of  llichard  XL  It  was 
a  splendid  building  ;  but  during  the  great  civil  war  it  was, 
in  1650,  to  a  great  extcvit  dem(dishcd  by  an  order  of  the 
Cou7icil  of  State.*  Lekinfield  jNIanor  House,  another  prin- 
cipal residence,  is  now  entirely  destroyed.  Leland  says,  "  it 
is  a  large  House,  and  Stondith  Avithin  a  great  mote,  yn  one 
very  spacious  courte."  Though  not  so  magnificent  as  Wressil,- 
it  afforded  more  accommodation,  for  there  were  in  it  eighty- 
three  apartments. 

*  In  a  letter  to  Hugh  Potter,  kept  still  in  memory  from  his  bequest  to  the 
Alnwick  poor,  there  is  an  account  of  the  manner  in  wliich  it  was  destroyed.  See 
Ant.  Rep.,  IV.,  p.  SSI,  where  there  is  also  a  picture  of  its  renaains  in  1770. 


CEAPTEE  XIII. 

MAECn  LAWS  AND  STATE  OF  THE  BORDEES  IN  THE 
SIXTEENTH  CENTUEY. 

M.VnCn  LAWS — order  of  the  WATOIIES — AVARD  MUSTERS — DEFENCES 

OF  THE  }iOUDER — MEN  OF  ALNWICK    MUSTERED  AT  ABBERWICK 

DACRE's     RAID — SURREY,    AVARDEN — RAID    INTO    TEVIOTDALE 

SIR    WILLLA.M     LYLE's     RAIDS  —  SURIiENDER    AJ^D    EXECUTION 

HORRIBLE  FORAYS — LORD  I'ARR  AT  ALNAVICK — EURe's  FORAY — 
THE  PROTECTOR — SOMERSET  AT  ALNAVICK — LETTER  FROM  ALN- 
WICK CASTLE — TEN  TOAVNS  OF  OLENDALE  BURNT — BOOK  OF  THE 
MARCHES. 

Henry  Algernon  Percy,  the  sixth  earl  of  Northnmherland, 
dying  Avithout  issue,  and  the  family  of  liis  brother  being 
corrupted  in  blood  by  the  attainder  of  their  father  and 
incapable  of  succession,  the  Percy  crescent  Avas  for  a  time 
eclipsed,  and  the  earldom  became  extinct.  By  his  aa^II,  the 
chief  portion  of  the  earl's  estates  passed  to  the  king  ;  and 
twenty  years  Avent  by  before  this  old  border  family  was 
restored  to  its  dignities  and  estates. 

During  the  greater  part  of  this  intcr\-al,  Ahnvick  and 
Warkworth  Castles  belonged  to  the  king,  and  were  occu])ied 
by  due  or  other  of  the  de])uty  Avardcns  of  the  Marches.  The 
border  laud  Avas  then  tlie  scene  of  frequent  inroads  ;  indeed, 
from  this  time  till  James  I.  succeeded  to  the  English  throne, 
there  Avas  almost  incessant  Avarfare,  Avhicli  Avas  fearfully 
destructive  to  both  sides  of  the  border. 

From  their  geogra})hical  position,  and  from  the  Avild  and 
laAvless  character  of  their  inhabitants,  the  borders  AA'cre  in  an 
abnormal  condition  ;  it  AA'as  only  by  extraordinary  laAvs  and 
regulations,  that  CA-en  the  semblance  of  order  and  justice 
could  be  maintained.  We  should  have  but  an  imperfect 
notion  of  the  state  of  our  tOAvn  and  district,  Avithout  some 
slight  knoAvlcdge,  at  least,  of  jNlarch  laws  and  usages  ;  as  they 
reveal  a  state  of  society  strangely  disorganised.  As  early  as 
1249  a  series  of  border  hiAvs  Avas  agreed  to  by  both  nations  ; 
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more  particular  rof^iilations  ■were  made  iu  the  reigns  of  Henry 
VI.  and  Edward  IV.  ;  and  fresh  arrangements  were  entered 
into,  as  circunistaiiccs  demanded,  in  subsequent  reigns,  until 
the  two  nations  Avere  nnited  under  one  king. 

Wardens  were  ap])ointod,  botli  hy  the  Scottish  ami  Enghsh 
kings,  and  invested  witli  great  powers  to  defend  the  borders 
against  aggression,  and  to  administer  justice  in  their  Warden 
Courts.  Along  the  borders  at  convenient  phiccs,  the  principal 
of  which  were  Eedden  liurn  and  Cam})aspeth,  wardens  of 
both  sides  met  to  judge  offences  committed  by  the  subjects  of 
either  reahn  against  tlic  otlier  j  these  meetings  were  called  days 
of  Trewes  ;  and  punishments  were  aAvarded  in  accordance  with 
old  established  usage,  or  with  written  law.  Otfenders  who 
fled,  were  by  the  warden  chased  or  pursued  in  Hot  Trodd, 
with  hound  and  horn,  and  with  hue  and  cry  ;  and  it  was 
lawful  to  continue  the  chase  into  the  opposite  borders,  and 
to  bring  the  uffeuder,  when  caught,  Avithin  the  warden's  own 
jurisdiction  for  trial  and  punislnncnt. 

On  the  English  side  there  wi-re  a  Avardcn  general,  a  deputy 
warden  general,  and  three  deputy  Avardens,  one  each  fur  the 
East,  West,  and  ]Middle  ]Marches.  In  time  of  Avar  their 
duties  Avere  important ;  and  as  they  had  to  contend  Avith  an 
enemy  always  on  the  alert  and  practised  in  surprisals  and 
ambuscades,  a  complicated  system  of  Avatching  both  by  night 
and  by  day  Avas  adopted.  In  the  smallest  March,  the  eastern, 
in  Avhich  Avas  Alnwick,  two  hundred  and  three  Avatchers  Avere 
engaged  at  night  and  seventeen  by  day.  The  total  number 
thus  occupied  throughout  the  Avhole  of  the  eastern  border 
cannot  be  precisely  ascertained;  but  1  do  not  think  they 
Avould  amount  to  less  than  two  thousand  men.  The  order 
of  the  Avatches  made  in  October,  155;2,  by  Lord  Wharton, 
Lord  13e])uty  General  of  all  the  three  ]Marches,  under  my 
Lord  of  Northumberland's  Grace,  has  been  preserved  ;  and 
as  it  is  not  only  curious  in  itself,  but  gives  information  of  the 
names  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borders,  I  shall  give  those 
portions  Avhich  refer  to  AluAAdck  and  the  district  around  it. 

"  The  Watch  to  bo  kept  from  Ilodgccroft  to  Eung-hole  (Eong- 
liell  '^')  to  bo  Avatelied  niglitly  Avitli  Ton  JMon  of  the  Inhabitors  of 
AVhyttell,  Shelbottoll,  Byltoii,  Over-boston,  Woddun,  Nethor- 
buston-graiige,  and  Lorliug ;  Setters  and  Searchers,  Kughle  and 
Suepo  house. 
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Prom  Moz3r-ford  unto  Bill'  liill  or  Kirk-liIH*  of  Alnwyck-more, 
to  be  Wiitclied  nightly  Avitli  Six  men  iu  the  ^\'atcli  of  tho 
Inluibitors  of  Alnwyek-more. 

From  Chr^'stofer  Armorers  to  Slioplegato  yaite  to  be  watclied 
nightly  with  Fourteen  men  of  the  Inhabiturs  of  Loiighoutton, 
Ehnoiithe,  Lcsberry,  Anlde, f  Denyke,  Broxfeld,  Eklc,|  Bevno- 
yardes,  Belyzate,  'Cany-gate,  and  Walkur-gato ;  Setters  and 
Searchers  of  tlieso  AVatches  tho  Keepers  of  tho  West  Parkes, 
Anwyke  and  Tlull-park. 

Overseers  of  the  s:dd  "Watches,  Sir  Eobcrt  Ellorker,  Kniglit, 
George  Medcalfo,  Widiam  ITarrysonc,  and  Geo.  Carre. 

The  Passages  to  bo  kept  betwixt  Thorsluhaugho  and  tho  New- 
ton, with  several  watches  idgixtly,  and  tliereto  is  appointed  tho 
Inliabitants  of  tho  Towns  and  Hamlets  from  Felton-briggend 
to  Caldiche-park,  by  west  tho  Streyto ;  Setters  and  Searchers, 
"William  Johnstone,  Thomas  Eobiuson,  John  Meele,  and  Pubcrt 
Browne. 

From  tho  Newton  to  Liershold  to  bo  watched  by  two  Men 
iiio'htly,  and  tliereto  is  appointed  tho  Town  of  Edlingtoue  and 
the  Newtone. 

From  Liersheld  to  Bawtonne  §  to  bo  watched  Avith  two  iVTen 
nightly,  and  tlioreto  is  appointed  tho  Town  of  Lojueden,  and  the 
]>ruuiiie-Piir]ie  ;  Searchers  and  Setters  of  these  two  Watches, 
liobert  Manners,  and  Pobert  KilliiigW(n-the. 

Overseers  of  this  AVatch  Eobert  Lysle  and  Thomas  Swiidjurne. 

From   liowton  to   Totlingtou   to   be   wiitclied  with    two    ]\Ien 

nightly,  and  thereto  is  appointed  Bpwton,  Aberwyke,   and  tho 

A\^)cldlial]. 

From  Totlington  to  ITavopposwyer  by  North  the  Hill,  to  bo 
watt'hod  wilh  eight  I^Leu  idghtly  of  the  Inhabiturs  of  Tetlingtono, 
Basden,lj  Slieplay,  Est-.Ditchburne,  AVest  Ditehbui-no,  Egling- 
ham,  andllaropp;  Setters  and  Searchers  of  these  two  watches 
Cuthbert  ILovvO,  John  AVethcrod  and  the  Greevo  of  Tetlingtone. 
Overseers,  Edward  Bednell,  J(jhn  Bellingham,  Luke  Ogle,  and 
Ifauf  Oollingwood. 

The  watch  to  be  set  from  Eauf  Lillies  Uouse  to  Cokkett,  with 
Four  Men  nightly  of  tho  luhabitors  of  West  Chevingtone,  Eshott, 
Therstone  and  Bokentield ;  Getn-ge  Matroke  and  William  ILud- 
sono  to  bo  Setters  and  Searclnu's  of  tliese  two  AVatches. 

Overseers,  John  Heron  and  Anth(niy  Heron. 

Tlie  AVntch  to  bo  kept  from  AVotherington-Park-nook  to 
Cokket,  witii  Fourteen  Men  nightly,  and  thereto  is  appointed 
Inhabitors  of  Wetherington,  T>rert'dge,  Est  Chevingtone,  Had- 
sto]i,    Aicklington,     Toxden,     Haxlaye,     AVarkworthe,    Ambell, 

*  Both  names  are  given,  but  Biik  hill  is  the  more  probable,  as  the  place  was 
on  Ahnvick  Moor  ;   K  has  been  mistaken  i'or  B. 

I   Ilawkhilk  :   lleckk-y.  §   Bolton.  ||  Bassington. 
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Gloster-liill  and  Moryke :  betters  and  Searchers,  John  Fenwyke, 
Edward  Trouible,  John  Iltu-ford,  Edward  Clerk,  John  Wilson, 
and  Persevall  AVylkynsone. 

Overseers  of  tliese  Watches,  Ser  John  AVetlierington,  Knight, 
John  Iloron,  John  Wetherington  and  Tliomas  Einche. 

The  names  of  tlio  Watch  Places  and  number  of  the  Towns 
thereunto  appointed  by  Edward  Bradford,  Baylhif  of  Emylton 
and  So  to  Soutli-Charlton. 

Tlie  Town  of  South  Charlton  and  Eennington  to  Keep  Watch 
with  three  Men  nightly  at  the  Gallow. 

The  Town  of  Stanford  and  liolie  to  keep  watch  with  three 
Men  nightly  at  the  Scotts  Close-nooke. 

The  Town  of  North  Charlton  and  liock  to  keep  watch  with 
thi'oe  Men  nightly  at  the  landing  gate. 

Tlie  ToA\ni  of  Llowicke  and  Craistcr  to  keep  watch  with  tliroe 
Men  }iightly,  at  the  Karnolaw. 

The  Towns  of  Dunstane  and  Newton  to  Iceep  watch  M'ith  three 
Men  nightly  at  Archoford. 

Tlie  Town  of  Emylton  to  keep  watch  nightly  witli  three  Men 
at  Pyethe-nook. 

Edward  Bradlbrthe  and  the  liayllir  of  North  Charlton  to  bo 
Setters  and  Searchers  of  the  said  Watches. 

The  night  -wateliers  were  set  at  the  day-going,  and  con- 
tinued at  their  stations  until  the  day  Avas  liglit ;  the  day 
watchers  begun  their  duty  at  day  light,  and  continued  until 
the  day  was  gone.  It  was  tlie  duty  of  every  watch,  on 
observing  the  approach  of  an  enemy  or  suspected  person,  to 
give  the  alarm  iDy  blowing  of  horn,  ])y  shout  or  outcry,  and 
all  men  Avere  bound,  on  pain  of  death,  to  arise  and  folloAv 
the  fray  Avitli  hue  and  cry  on  horse  or  on  foot.  Whoever 
captured  ollenders  Avas  rewarded;  and  goods  rescued  from 
thieves  Avere  restored  to  the  OAvners  on  paying  for  their  rescue. 
No  man  could  harbour  or  help  any  rebel,  fugitive,  felon, 
murderer,  Avhetlier  Englishman  or  Scotsman,  upon  pain  of 
death ;  and  no  subject  could  even  sjieak  Avitli  a  Scotsman 
without  license  from  the  Avarden.  All  persons  coming  Avithin 
the  limits  of  the  Avatch  Avere  examined;  and  those,  Avho  Avere 
not  known,  Avere  biougbt  before  the  baililfs-  and  constables, 
and  if  suspected,  they  were  sent  to  gaol  till  tried  by  the 
Avarden.  It  Avill  be  observed,  that  the  regulations  of  the 
Avatch  Avere  stringent ;  men  Avere  appointed  to  set  on  the 
Avatchmen,  others  as  searchers  to  visit  the  stations  to  see  that 
the  Avatchmeu  Avere  Avakeful  and  vigilant,  and  above  these 
again  Avere  overseers,  avIio  Avere  the  chief  men  of  the  county, 
and  it  Avas  their  ])lace  to  see  that  the  Avatch  duty  Avas 
efficiently  performed,  and  to  report  from  time  to  time,  the 
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state  of  their  watches  to  the  deputy  -warden.  The  following 
letter  from  Lord  Wharton  to  these  gentlemen  searchers  is 
interesting : — 

"  I  require  and  will  you,  in  tho  Kinga  ]\rajeslics  Namo,  that  yc  mako  duo 
search  throughout  all  thu  waid  A\'atclu'.s,  upon  .Souday  Night  next,  tho  1.5tli  of 
thin  Instant:  And  wherein  you  shall  find  any  del'ault,  that  you  give  charge 
to  the  OlHccrs  where  such  Defaults  are,  to  hring  Tuito  me  to  Alnewyko, 
imjuediately  tho  OH'enders,  with  Declaration  in  Writing  from  you,  in  what 
order  you  do  find  the  said  Watches;  and  also,  that  from  time  to  time,  so 
often  as  yoiu-  discretion  shall  think  r(.'i|uisiti',  you  make  suhstantial  search 
throughout  your  liinuts,  sending  tho  (Jlic'nders  unto  me  in  form  as  heforc ; 
and  upon  Saturday,  which  shall  he  the  Twenty  eight  Day  of  this  present 
I\Ionth  of  Jan\wry,  that  you  C(;rtilie  nie  hy  your  Letters  to  Le  sent  to  Alne- 
wylcc,  how  the  same  Watches  are  continued  and  kejit,  and  so  every  Satui-day 
mouthly,  from  tho  sa.iil  28th  to  nuiko  your  (Jerlilicate  to  ^Vhiewyke, 

wlu're  the  same  shall  he  received  :  And  that  you  give  knowledge  to  all  tlio 
OOicers  and  iSuhjects  within  your  Cii-cuit  of  Watch,  That  whosoever  doth  not 
ohservo  and  keep  tho  said  Watch,  and  ryse  to  I'Vay  and  following,  shall  ho 
pimished  according  to  tho  Laws  of  the  Reahn,  and  Commandments  given  for 
the  same :  Fail  you  not  hereof,  as  ye  tender  the  Kings  Majesties  Pleasiu-e, 
the  common  wealth  of  the  Countrey,  and  will  answer  at  your  perill.  And 
heartily  fare  you  well. — At  tho  Castle  of  Alnewyke,  the  11th  of  January." 

As  a  further  protection  against  inroads,  measures  were 
ado})ted  to  give  artiiicial  defences  to  tlie  country.  "  Con- 
sidering that  help  lyetli  in  strengthening  the  Country  with 
Inclosures,  Hedges,  and  Ditches,"  the  wardens  order,  that 
portions  of  land  convenient  for  tillage,  meadows,  or  grassing, 
should  be  enclosed  with  ditches  five  quarters  in  breadth,  and 
six  in  depth,  double  set  with  quickwood,  iind  hedged  above 
three  qtiarters  high.  Connnissioners  were  appointed,  to 
direct  where  the  enclosures  should  bo  made,  and  also  to 
cause  unnecessary  fords  and  passages  by  Avater  and  land  to 
be  stopped- up.  The  folh)wing  are  those  appointed  for  the 
district  around  Alnwick  : — 

"  Between  the  Waters  of  Colcctt  aud  A^'Il  from  Liercliel-burne 
to  the  Sea.  Eobort  Lislo  of  Feltcjn,  Thomas  SwinLurne  of 
Edlingliam,  Jolm  Bednell  of  Lematono,  George  Feuwyke  of 
Break-burn,  George  MctcaKe  of  Alnewyko,  Henry  Heron  of 
Alnewyclce. 

From  Warnebrigg  to  the  Water  of  tho  Aill  as  Bambrougli- 
shere  gooth.  Sir  John  Horsley,  Knight,  Sir  John  Foster, 
Knight,  Francis  Armorer  of  Bolfortli,  l-iowlaud  Bradfortli  of 
Tuggill,  George  Carr  of  Lesbuvy,  Edward  Bradforth  of  Emylton. 

From  the  Water  of  Aill  to  Ilettou-burue,  on  the  East  side  of 
Tyll,  unto  Bambrough-sliere,  Eauf  Grey,  l)epnt_y  AVarden,  Sir 
Kobert  Ellurker  Knight,  Tho.  Ilobburne  of  Hebburue,  Bob. 
Colhngwood  of  Bewyko,  TJiomas  Carlisle  of  Haslerigg,  Lirko 
Ogle  of  Eglingliam."-'- 

*  Leges  Marchiiirum,  by  Nicliohou. 
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Groat  baronial  and  royal  castles  there  were  for  the  defence 
of  the  borders,  such  as  Alnwick,  Dunstanburgh,  Baniburgh, 
Warkwortli,  Chillingham,  and  IvUingliaiu  ;  but,  in  addition, 
the  whole  district  was  studded  over  with  peles,  or  fortified 
houses,  which  -were  square  or  oblong-  towers — similar  to  the 
keep  of  a  small  castle — with  stone  walls  of  great  thickness, 
and  with  the  lower  storc}^  vaulted,  from  which  a  narrow 
winding  stone  stair  led  to  the  dwelling  rooms  above.  J'ut 
in  time  tlie  entrance  door  to  these  rooms  was  on  the  second 
st(jrey,  Avhich  was  reached  by  a  ladder  or  wooden  stair  which 
could  easily  be  removed  ;  a  communication  could  be  made 
from  there  to  the  under  room,  as  at  Akeld  Pele,  through  a 
square  opening  in  tlie  centre  of  the  vault.  Scattered  around 
these  peles  and  protected  by  them  wxn'c  the  cottages,  Ibrming 
the  vill  or  little  town  ;  and  Avhen  a  raid  s^\'ei)t  across  the 
borders,  the  people  took  refuge  in  these  strongholds,  and 
cattle  and  moveable  goods  were  phu'cd  for  safety  in  the 
vaulted  chamber.  Witliout  such  defences  the  border  laud 
would  have  been  nninhabitable.  In  Alnwick  parish,  besides 
the  embattled  abbeys,  tliere  were  ])eles  at  Ilighfarlaw,  at 
liugley,  at  St.  INIargarets,  and  at  Ilobberlaw.  There  were 
larger  towers — or  small  castles  at  l*rcston  ami  Hock  ;  pele 
towers  there  were  at  Bilton,  Shilbottle,  Ilowick,  ('raster, 
Little  Houghton,  Abberwick,  Ijcmmington,  Whittingham, 
Bewick;  and  indeed  Avherever  a  military  vassal  resided  on 
his  own  land :  church  towers,  too,  as  at  Longhoughton  and 
other  places,  were  fortified  peles. 

The  whok^  county  an  as  convi-rled,  indeed,  into  a  great 
military  camp.  The  vastness  of  the  precautionary  plans 
indicates  the  extent  of  tlie  danger,  and  shews  how  insecure 
both  life  und  property  were  at  this  period.  When  so  much 
time  and  energy  were  spent  on  military  preparations  and 
defences,  and  when,  moreover,  inroads  were  so  frequent  and 
destructive,  not  only  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  but  all  the 
productive  industries  of  the  county  must  have  been  in  a  low 
condition.  Fortunate  it  was  foi  Alnwick,  that  she  was  now 
defended  by  strong  embattled  walls  and  towers. 

]>y  laAV  every  free  man  was  bound  to  bear  his  share  in 
public  burdens,  to  defend  his  country  and  keep  Avatcli  and 
ward  ;  and  this  duty  especially  devolved  on  the  men  of  the 
borders.  The  whole  able  bodied  population  were  therefore 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms;  and  bound  to  assemble  on  the  muster 
days  of  the  respective  wards,  when  summoned  by  the  king's 
commission.     A  muster  day  was  greatly  more  important  than 
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a  review  day  of  the  present  time.  "  There  is  never  a  plough 
going  in  Norhamshire  nor  Ijaniburghsliire  that  day  ;  it  is 
their  ])rincipal  feast.  Every  plough  lias  his  crown  for  mus- 
tering tliat  day."*  The  land  at  that  time,  especially  near 
the  borders,  lay  in  small  holdings  of  five  marks  each ;  and 
every  such  tenant  was  hound  to  appear  with  horse  and  armour. f 
Yet  some  endeavoured  to  shirk  this  duty  ;  fraud  had  been 
practised  at  these  musters  ;  they  were  not  full ;  and  hence  a 
comuiand  was  given  in  1558  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland, 
then  Avarden,  to  cause  discreet  gentlemen,  who  were  neither 
Northund)vian  nor  border  men,  to  go  in  a  secret  manner  to 
take  the  numbers,  and  see  how  many  were  wauling,  how 
many  were  Northumberland  men,  and  liow  many  were  in- 
land men.  And  this  Avas  done,  for  the  warden  is  afterwards 
commended  for  his  diligence. 

A  muster  of  the  men  of  Coquetdale  and  a  part  of  Bamburgh 
Ward  Avas  held  in  1538  on  AbberAvick  j\Ioor  ;  and  the  record 
of  it,  among  the  pubHc  munimeiits,  tells  us  of  the  men  of 
AluAviclc  Avho  appeared  there.  Some  Avere  on  foot  armed 
Avith  a  helmet,  coat  and  plate,  boAv  or  bill;  others  had  liorse 
and  harness.  On  this  occasion,  six  hundred  and  forty  hoi  so- 
men and  eight  hundred  and  eighty  footmen  mustered  on  the 
moor.  The  foUoAving  is  a  list  of  tlie  men  from  AluAvick 
Parish. J  Some  few  of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  district 
may  find  the  names  of  their  ancestors  there — the  TIicavs, 
the  Stamps,  the  Strothers,  the  llennisons  ;  the  Bustons  and 
AVilkiusons  of  Buston  Avere  there  too  ;  the  Tyndales  and 
Douglas  from  Chatton;  the  EUlcrs  from  Longhoughton. 

"Theiivewoor  luusters  takyn  liy  Sii"  Cutlilit.  KadcltFe,  Knight  Constable 
Kings  Castell  of  Allnwyko  and  lioLt.  CoUingwode,  Esquyero,  the  xvii  and 
xv'iii  day  of  Apryle,  tho  xxxii  3'cre  of  oiu'  Souurayne  Lordo  Kiiigc  Hem-y  the 
Eight,  takyn  on  ALLerwyk  More,  kc. 

ALLNAVYKE 


SlU  CUTIILT. 

EAiicLirrE 

a)ii(  Jiis  hosc- 
](oUd  Scnuints 


Edwarde  Kadclyflb 
Antony  jMachell 
John  Cartington 

the  yonger 
John  Cartingtou 

tho  Elder 
Hychort  lioweastell 
Thomas  liohpison 
John  llarcani 
Eolit.  Chessman 
EoLt.  GraA'ea 


C4ylht.  Byrk 
Raufe  (Trenc 
Henry  Jakson 
John'lIarLottcll 
l\og.  iSmythe 
Georg  Erington. 
Jolm  Ay  den 
IlahiU  men  in  Iwrsc  mid  /lanicss, 
Thonuis  jMareani 
I'atrjke  Hopkp-k 
Able  )nen  not  IturAid. 


*  Col.  of  State  Papers.     Foreigh  Eliz.,  1558. 

I  Ardneologia  iEliana,  IV.,  pt  151*. 
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Tho  Abbot  of 

Allnsvyks 

iSeruants. 


Perscevall  Gallon 
John  Gallon 
Allcyne  JSehaffto 
Gcorg  Bedlando 
Koljt.  Forster 
Thomas  Hudson 
John  Tlioin.son 
Halle  in  horse  and  hanses. 


The  Keepeus  of  the  Kings  Parks 


Cullcy  Furkc 


Hall  Farhe 


The   West 
Tarke 


Ilewe  Gallon 
AVillmc  Clennell 
Edward  llarbottell 
riony  Striidcr 
Adam  Vrpetho 
Edwaide  Herryson 
Willme  Hcrryaon 
John  SawgheUd 
AVillmo  Armcrcr 
John  CaiT,  halley 
of  BowTiicr 
Ahlc  men  witJt  horse  ami  hcrnes. 

Tho  TowNE  of       Cliarl(.>a  IToslope 
Ali.nwyke  Jolni  Wyllson  the 

Eld(.T 

Thomas  Stampe 
John  Willson 
Tliomas  Ayre 
Tliomas  Ley 
John  Anderson 
Eychert  I5enet 
Eilwaid  Thomson 
Eye  TaHer  • 
John  SeHrt 
(.'luak's  Stauijio 
Thomas  lleiryson 
Jolm  Atkinson 
Tliomas  Edster 
George  Carslay 
John  Herryson 
Edwarde  Ladj-man 
Jolm  Taller 
E.iht.  Herdo 
John  Nyehollson 
^  .    .        lioU.  Bert 

Nycholas  Chaneler 
Hewe  Bennet 
^      Thomas  Hatte 
Julm  Atkinson 
.    .   ■      Wellme  Bodnell 

Nyeholas  Robynson 
■  .  Georg.  Clarkson 

Pcreevalle  Gallon 
Able  men  icifJi  horse  ami  hannss. 


AlWYKE 


Willme  Redo 

Ed\\ard  C'arsley 
The  new  euy'd 


Alwyke  '     "Walker 

James  Yonge 
Nycholas  Arkley 
John  Humo 
John'Dawgleg 
Thomas  Thyrkeld 
Thomas  Anwyke 
Edward  Crydley 
Henry  Watson 
Thomas  Cutter 
Dane  Sadler 
Henr)^  Johson 
Willme  Ilorton 
Willme  Newton 
Thomas  Kuthe 
Willme  Bower 
Thomas  Charson 
Willme  BwajTie 
George  Humley 
Jolm  Clay 
Thomas  Claude 
John  Clay 
Lenai-d  Stell 
Cuthbt.  IMyllner 
Robert  Clay 
, James  Scott 
Rye  Elande 
Rye  Clay 
Georg  Person 
Charles  Hall 
Tliomas  Taller 
Rdlande  Browne 
James  TpidcU 
Edmondo  Stroder 
John  Pavson 
Jidin  Nellson 
AA'illme  Dobo 
A'swolde  Stannger 
Rye  Browell 
Robt.  Clarke 
Rynyone  Stroder 
Nycholas  Sim-the 
Rye  Taller  the  elder 
Nycholas  Watson 
George  HuUe 
Edwiirde  Awgoodo 
Willme  Robynson 
Lyonell  Borell 
Willme  Wobbe 
Willme  Tayller 
James  Hallo 
Rog.  Herryson 
Willme  A\'atson 
Henry  Spurnell  ' 
John  Archeer 
George  ilasson 
Rye.  BroM'iie 
George  Gyb^on 

•  .  ,  John  Tajller 


•| 
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Alnwyke  ITenry  Lan;;^ 

Thomas  Dyxson 
RoLt.  Store 
Wenn  tlie  taller 
Hobt.  Mason 
CuthLt.  Bell 
"Willme  Tliomson 

:       .  Georg-c  Passe 

Leonard  Faryloj'' 
John  Watson 
Henry  AVatson 
'  Thomas  Kawercl 

jlblemen  v'aiiti/>if/  liorsc  and  Jianicss, 

Denvek  Rye.  Gylling 

Lelonj^ing  to  lioht.  Anderson 

Anwyk  AVillrae  Makson 

lioland  DoLynson 
John  Gybson 
llyc.  Gibson 
Henry  Boddene 
John  Clarke 
John  Thcwo 
Able  men  ■with  home  and  harnes. 


Dennek  John  Ncwia 

Lehmf^ing  to  Willme  Mylls 

Anwvk  Wilhne  Lighten 

Thomas  Gybson 
Georg.  Foster 
■^^^iUme  Waller 
Able  mill  ica)din(j  horse  and  harnes. 

SouELT.iivK  Thomas  Stotte 

belonging  to  Wyllmc  Dobson 

Anwvk  John  Stell 

Georg  llerryson 
Rolit.  Dykenson 
John  Dvkensoii 
Ed.  Bly'the 
YA.  Dobson 
Thomas  Dobson 
John  Watson 
AlAe  incn  xcantlnrj  horse  and  harnes, 

RuGLEY  Robt.  Ranalldson 

Robt.  Stai^ton 
Jolin  Stanton 
'I'homas  Pattonson 
Tliomas  Slonea 
Rye.  Browne 
Robt.  Stelle 

Able  men  tcanting  horse  a)id  harnes." 

This  muster  may  be  regarded  as  the  militia  of  the  period  ; 
and  at  this  time,  AhiAvick  Parish  furnished  171  soldiers,  of 
whom  75  were  cavalry  and  96  footmen  ;  from  the  number  of 
the  horsemen,  it  is  evident  that  there  were  many  landowners 
in  the  ])arish. 

These  musters  shew  that  many  towns  in  the  district  had 
then  a  larger  population  than  at  present — Alnham  furnished 
22  men,  IJolton  25,  Abbcrwyk  16,  Lemmington  22,  Egling- 
ham  and  Bewick  110,  AVest  Lilburn  35,  Bamburgh  46, 
Beadnel  70,  Fo wherry  o7.  Rock  19,  Stamford  23,  Rosedeu 
25,  Hamildon  30,  Doddington  47. 

Alnwick  was  the  head  quarters  of  all  this  complicated 
organisation  for  the  defence  of  the  borders ;  and  there  a 
Warden  Court  Avas  held  with  all  the  solemn  formalities 
observed  in  the  superior  courts  of  the  realm,  for  the  trial  of" 
offenders  against  Alarch  law  ;  and  often,  indeed,  criminals 
condemned  in  this  court  were  executed  at  Alnwick. 

A  few  other  illustrations  of  border  movements,  taken  chiefly 
from  tlie  ])ublic  records,  besides  contributing  to  the  history 
of  Alnwick  with  which  they  are  more  or  less  connected,  Avill 
throw  a  broad  light  on  the  character  of  tlie  period. 

The  marquis  of  Dorset  Avas  warden  of  the  East  and  IMiddle 
Marches  in  1523;  and  Lord  Dacre  the  other  Avarden,  made  a 

Or, 


*  Cuttonian  MSS.  Cal.  B.  VI. 
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raid  into  Tcviotdule  and  hiirnt  several  villages,  retuniing 
•with  a  booty  of  four  thousand  head  of  cattle.  Writing  from 
Ahnvick  on  the  15th  of  Api'il  to  the  king,  Dorset  sent  a  list 
of  the  gentlemen  Avho  went  witli  Lord  Dacre  on  this  raid. 

"  Humbly  beseeching  his  Grace  to  write  letters  of  tharrks  to 
tLeso  gentlemen,  which  letters  shall  be  so  comfortable,  that 
remembering  yonr  goodness,  they  shall  be  enconraged  from  time 
to  time  to  serve  your  Highness."  "  These  be  tlio  names  of  the 
gentlemen  tliat  wont  Avith  my  Lord  Dacre  the  last  Kode  :  my  Lord 
Lacro  himself ;  Sir  Will.  Percy;  Sir  Henry  Cliiibrd  ;  Brereton 
^itli  100  of  my  Lord  Lieutenant's  men  ;  100  men  of  Sir  William 
Compton  with  certain  captains  with  them ;    William  Heron  the  \       I 

senior;  the  bastard  Grey  ;  Jolm  Grey  of  Cliipchase  with  all  the  ' 

name  of  the  Herons  and  tlieir  kin;  Sir  AVilliam  Lisle ;  Ralph  1       I 

Penwick  ^vitli  all  his  name  and  friends  and  men  of  Tynedale  ; 
Philip  Dacres  witli  all  Eedosdale  men  :  Tiobert  Collnigwood  with 
all  his  servants  and  kinsmen  ;  the  Lord  Ogle  with  all  his  name 
and  fi'iends."  "  These  gentlemen  were  omitted  in  my  last  letters 
and  accompanied  me  in  the  said  Eode  :  Sir  Wilham  Xynson  with 

80  with  him  ;    Sir  Ralph Avho  continually  lyes  "with  mo 

hero  in  Alnwick  whom  I  niij^bt  not  well  spare  ;  my  brother  John 
wdio  took  the  gowto  in  the  said  Rode  and  never  camo  out  of  his 
bed  since  ;  my  brother  Leonard."'"-' 

The  Earl  of  Surrey,  who  had  led  the  van  of  the  Englisli 
army  at  Flodden,  'was  a])pointed  to  tlie  chief  command  of  the 
war  against  Scotland  in  loi^o ;  and  lie  made  another  raid 
into  Mors  and  Teviotdale,  buntt  Jedburgh  and  reduced  to 
ruins  the  Abbey,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  examples  of 
Gothic  architecture  in  Scotland.  Vigorous  measures  he  took 
also  for  the  defence  of  the  borders.  To  deprive  the  Scots 
of  forage  on  the  English  side,  he  caused  all  the  corn 
"within  five  or  six  miles  of  the  borders  to  be  thrashed  and 
carried  further  into  the  country  ;    he  gave  warning  to  all  | 

towns  and  villages,  that  if  they  were  besieged  by  the  Scots,  4 

they  shotdd  be  burnt ;  and  he  fortified  and  furnished  Wark  '   » 

and  Norham  Castles  to  enable  them  to  stand  a  siege. 
Beacons    Avere    made     to    warn     the    coinitry    of     coming  , 

danger;  and  ho  summoned  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  county 
to  meet  him  at  Alnwick  to  advise  them  where  their  men 
should  assemble.  Berwick,  which  was  in  the  greatest 
danger,  he  fortified,  as  far  as  he  could,  and  increased  its 
garrison.  The  fords  in  the  rivers  were  destroyed,  to  prevent 
the  Scots  doing  hint,  by  stealth,  to  Islandshire,  Norhamshire, 
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Bamburglisliive,  and  Glendale  ;  many  times  previously  this 
had  been  atteni]>ted,  but  the  English  borderers  themselves 
were  hostile  to  it,  because  the  want  of"  tliese  fords  would 
restrain  them  from  making  raids  into  Scotland.*  Surrey 
was  at  Alnwick  on  M;\y  4,  15;23 ;  and  to  encourage  the 
patriotism  of  the  ])Cople,  he  said  he  would  pay  six})ence  a 
day  to  those  in  tlie  bishoprick  who  had  done  good  service. f 

Wark  Castle  was  besieged  by  the  Scots  without  success. 
Surrey,  in  a  letter  to  Wolscy,  says — "At  the  assault  of 
AVark  the  captain  of  the  first  l)and  of  French  footmen,  that 
came  to  Scotland,  was  slain  and  D  more  with  him,  and  tlic 
same  night  died  22  more,  and  8  score  sore  hurt.  Never  did. 
inen  better  than  they  within  the  castle  did,  which  were  but 
one  hundred,  and  there  was  within  the  has  Court  about 
1,000  men  and  500  Scots.":}: 

A  large  army  was  marshalled  at  Alnwick  in  November 
1523  to  oppose  the  IJuke  of  Albany's  attempt  to  take  Wark 
Castle.  Surrey  was  there  on  the  5th,  and  was  joined  by  tlio 
earl  of  Northumberland  and  other  nobles.  The  advance  of 
these  forces  towards  Scotland,  which  had  for  some  time  been 
deluged  by  "marvellous  rainy  weather,"^  caused  the  siege 
of  AVark  to  be  abandoned ;  and  as  the  winter  advanced 
active  liostiliiies  Avere  suspcauled.  In  1525  a  treaty  of  peace 
betv.'cen  the  two  nations  was  concluded.  The  vigorous 
measures  taken  by  .James  V.  after  he  assumed  the  reins  of 
government  in  Scotland,  helped  mucli  to  bring  the  border 
land  under  tlie  government  of  law ;  border  chieftains,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  excesses  he  brouglit  to  justice;  some  of 
the  more  notorious,  such  as  Adam  Scot,  the  Iving  of  the 
Thieves,  and  the  famous  John  Armstrong,  were  belicaded  or 
hung  on  growing  trees ;  others  were  imprisoned.  These 
remedies  were  severe ;  but  the  deeply  seated  disease  required 
sharj)  remedies.  || 

The  constant  state  of  warfare  along  the  borders  nursed 
among  border  men  a  lawlessness  which  led  them  to  set  at 
defiance  even  the  rulers  of  their  own  country  ;  of  this,  the 
conduct  of  Sir  AVilliam  Lisle,  of  Felton,  is  a  remarkable 
example.  Sir  AVilliani  Ellerker,  the  sheriff,  sent  his  servants 
in  1526  to  execute  a  replevin  against  him,  for  an  unlawful 
distress    which    he    had    made.       This    turbulent    knight 

*   State  Papers,  Vul.  IV.,  p.  41-43.         f   Cal.  Scot.  State  Papers,  Vol.  I. 
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viewed  this  as  an  afFront,  and   accompanied  by  a  hundred 
persons,  he  riotously   took    away  from  the    sheriff's  estate 
"  40  hede  of  noote ;"    and  lie  told  the  sheriff,  that  neither 
the  king  nor  any  of  his  officers  should  meddle  within   his 
lordshij).     A  fearless  man  was  Sir  William  ;  for  while  Roger 
Heron  was  supporting-  the  sheriff,  Lisle  told  hiin — "  What  ? 
meaiies  thowe  to  strive  with   me?    woll   thowe  wynne  any 
thing  at  my  handes  ?     I  have  ruffelde  with  the  warden  and 
also  with   the  Cardinall,  and   I   trust  to  pluck  him  by  the 
nose."     For   these  laAvless  deeds  Lisle  alongr  with  his  son 
were  committed  for   trial  to   I'omfret  Castle,  whence  they 
were  removed  to  the  jail  of  the  Castle  of  Newcastle.     Soon, 
however,  they  broke  the  prison,  and  not  only  escaped,  but 
also    released    many    rebels,    outlaws,    heinous    felons,    and 
murderers ;    they   then  feloniously  stole  from  AViddringtou, 
which  belonged  to  the  sheriff,  nigh  to  forty  horses,  and  con- 
veyed them  into  Scotland;  next,  accompanied  by  Scotsmen, 
they  burnt,  spoiled,   and  robbed   a  town  belonging  to  the 
sheriff.     The  whole  country  seems  to  have  been  abirmed  by 
those  lawless  proceedings.  Attlie  assizes  both  Sir  William  and 
his  son  were  indicted  of  treason  and  proclaimed  traitors;  Sir 
AVilliam  Clifford  was  especially  charged  to  apprehend  and 
take  them,  and  the  king  of  Scotland  and  earl  of  Angus  were 
requested  by  letter  from  the  King's  Council  to  aid  in  their 
capture.     The  Lisles,  however,  had  taken  refuge  In  the  de- 
bateable  land,  and  joined  with  the  broken  men  of  the  border, 
])avticularly  with  a  band  of  thieves  ralUnl  the  Armstrongs. 
Sundry    times    they    entered    Norlhiimberland    and    burnt, 
spoiled,  robbed,  rieved,  and  harried  many  of  the  king's  sub- 
jects.    The  people  of  Northumberland  appearing  to  use  no 
diligence  in  resisting  these  aggressions,  the  King's  Council 
ordered  Sir  William  Euro,  one  of  tlie  vice-wardens,  to  lye  at 
Felton  \vith  thirty  horsemen  from  the  garrison  of  Berwick, 
along  with  sixty  of  his  own  men,  that  he  might  be  able  to 
seize  on   the   Lisles   should   they  resort  there ;    and  certain 
woods  and  houses  were  destroyed,  which  might  afford  shelter 
to  these  outlaws.     By  these  vigorous   measures   the  Lisles 
Avere  soon  brought  to  bay.     The  earl  of  Northumberland,  in 
a  letter  to  the  king,  dated  Alnwick,   28th  January,  1527, 
tells  the  result  : — 

"  Tlie  21st  day  of  January  on  Edward  Horslay  my  Lord 
Legattes  servant,  and  Thomas  ErriuLi,tou,  my  servant,  with  other 
of  my  Lord  Ijegatte's  tenants  and  mine  made  aliVay  upon 
AVilliam  Cliarlotou,    otherwise  called  Wylliam  of  Sliutelyngtou, 
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the  lioad  rebel  of  all  the  outlaws,  and  on  Harre  NoLle,  Archbold 
Dood,  and  Roger  Armestran^  ;  which  foresaid  rebellious  person- 
ages had  been  in  the  Bisho})rick  of  Durham,  and  robbed  divers 
persons,  and  taken  away  a  priest  then  a  prisoner  ;  and  in  their 
return  and  couilict  was  slain  the  foresaid  Charlton  and  Noble, 
and  Dood  and  Armestrang  talcen.  Which  two  were  condemned 
at  a  Warden  Court,  by  me  liolden  for  the  same  the  27  of  Janu- 
ary ;  and  for  the  outrai^eous  crimes  by  the  said  Armestrang 
committed  and  done  about  Newcastell,  I  caused  him  to  be 
hanged  there  in  chains,  and  Arclibald  Dood  in  like  ease  at 
Awnewyke  where  he  had  most  oliended  and  Wylliam  Charleton 
at  Hexsam,  and  Harre  Noble  at  Heyddon  Brj'ge,  where  the  said 
coniliet  was  clone.  Ujion  which  disconitituro,  as  I  suppose,  and 
that  it  was  feared  among  the  otlier  rebels  that  I  would  have 
made  a  raid  upon  tlieni  in  short  space.  Wylliam  Lysle  and  Hum- 
fray  his  son,  with  fifteen  other  of  the  rebellious  personages,  as  I 
was  coming  from  mass  on  Sunday  last,  tliey  mot  me  in  their 
shirts  with  halters  about  tlieir  necks,  and  submitted  themselves 
Avitliout  any  manner  of  condition  unto  Your  most  gracious  mercy, 
they  most  humble  and  lowly  beseeching  Your  most  gracious 
Highness  of  your  tender  aud  piteous  mercy,  or  else  they  were 
ready  to  bide  tlie  execution  of  Your  Grace's  most  dreadful  laws, 
according  to  their  demerits.  AVhich  persons  I  straightway  com- 
mitted unto  prisons  within  my  poor  castle  of  iUnewyk  for  safe 
kee})ing  of  them  unto  sucli  time  as  I  may  know  further  of  your 
most  gracious  pleasure." 

Besides  Iliimphroy,  there  Avas  a  younger  son  with  William 
Lisle,  for  avIiosg  pardon  Take  in  a  letter  to  Wolscy  pleads, 
becaus(>  he  was  not  past  12  or  13  years  old,  and  had  not  as 
it  is  said  i)tl(.Muled,  "  but  tliat  he  hath  been  out  with  his 
father,  perad venture  fearing  lest  he  should  lack  bread  at 
home." 

The  fate  of  these  outhnvs  is  stated  in  another  letter  from 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  on  ;2nd  April,  1528  ;  all  the 
lands  of  the  late  William  Lisle  were  to  lie  to  the  king's  use, 
"  and  for  the  terrible  example  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  these 
parts,  William  Lysle,  [Ium])hrey  Lisle  his  son,  John  Ogle 
William  Cliristowe,  and  Thomas  Fcnwick,  gentlemen  ot 
name,  chief  leaders  and  most  heinous  offenders  of  all  the  said 
rebels  were,  according  to  their  demerits,  attainted  of  high 
treason,  and  by  me  had  judgment  given  to  be  hanged,  draAvn, 
and  quartered.  The  execution  whereof  Avas  accomplished 
upon  them  accordingly,  only  reprieving  Iliim])hrev  Lysle 
according  to  tlie  pleasure  of  his  highness.  The  head  and 
quarters  of  them  that  were  executed  for  high  treason,  I  have 
caused  to  be  set  up  upon  the  donjon  of  the  castle  of  New- 
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castle,  and  sundry  other  convenient  and  open  places  most 
apparent  to  tlie  view  and  si<;lit  of  tlie  people,  to  tlie  high 
contentment  of  all  the  true  inhabitants  in  these  parts,  and 
extreme  terror  of  all  the  said  rebels."* 

Sir  William  Taslo  merited  his  fate;  for  his  son  Humphrey 
in  a  depo^sition  sworn,  on  the  Gth  June  1528,  disclosed 
twenty-five  different  oifenees  of  murdcn-,  robbery,  prison- 
breach,  and  arson  committed  by  his  father,  himself,  and 
their  adherents,  sometimes  accompanied  l)y  Scots,  at  other 
times  by  Englishmen  only. 

Humphrey  Lisle  ^vas  recommended  by  the  earl  of  North- 
umberland to  the  mercy  of  the  king,  because  he  did  manfully 
venture  himself  and  ap]n-ehend  tlic  notorious  offender  Hob 
Elwold.  He  was  pardoned,  but  not  reformed;  for  in  tlie 
year  1535,  Sir  Jfumpln-ey  Lisle  of  Felton,  Knight,  and 
Alexander  Shafto,  of  Scremerston,  Avcre  indicted  at  a  ^Yarden 
Court  for  divers  nrarch  treasons  ;  conscious  of  their  guilt 
they  lied,  and  the  earl  issued  a  proclamation  against  them.f 

Sonuj  forays  both  by  the  Scots  and  the  English  in  1532, 
described  by  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  to  the  king,  give  a 
wild  picture  of  the  period.  To  spile  the  earl,  Launce  Carr, 
with  300  of  the  Scotts  of  Teviotdale,  on  the  lOtli  October, 
burnt  a  town  of  his  called  Alonam,  with  all  the  corn,  hay, 
and  household  stuff  in  the  town,  and  also  a  woman;  on  the 
12th  they  burnt  Newstead,  another  of  his  towns,  took  200 
head  of  cattle,  26  prisoners,  and  sliamefullv  nnirdered  two 
yoimg  spryngaldes.*  !Mark  Carre  ])rouiised  to  tht^  earl  t)f 
iNIuvray  openly  before  the  king  of  Scotland,  that  within  live 
days  afterwards  he  would  burn  a  town  of  the  earl  of 
JN'orthnmberland,  ''  within  three  miles ,"  says  the  Earl, 
"  of  my  poor  house  of  Warkworth,  where  I  lie,  and 
give  me  light  to  put  on  my  clothes  at  midnight. 
Upon  Thursday  at  night  last,  came  thirty  light  horse- 
men into  a  little  village  of  mine  called  Whitell,  having 
not  past  six  houses  in  it,  lying  toward  llyddisdaill,  upon 
Shilbotell  Moor  ;  and  there  they  would  have  fired  the  said 
houses,  but  there  was  no  lire  to  get  there,  and  they  forgat 
to  bring  any  witli  them ;  and  took  a  wife  being  great  with 
child  in  the  said  town  and  said  to  her,  '  Where  Ave  cannot 
give  the  Lord  light,  yet  avc  shall  do  this  in  spite  of  him,' 
and  gave  her  tkree  mortal  Avounds  upon  the  head  and  another 

*   Cottonian  MSS.  Cat,  B.  III. 
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in  the  side  MMth.  a  daj^gcr  ;  Avhercupon  the  said  Avifc  is  dead, 
and  the  chikl  in  her  ])elly  is  lo^it."  Tlie  inhahitaiits  of  the 
district  were  roused,  to  revenge  tliis  cruel  murder ;  the 
heacons  were  liglited  to  warn  the  country  and  tlie  murderers 
were  pursued  Avith  hot  trod ;  nevertlieless  they  esea])(!d. 
The  cruel  Avrong  however  was  not  allowed  to  pass  unaveuged. 
"  Upon  Friday  at  night  last,  500  of  the  hest  horsemen  of  Glen- 
dale  Averc  let  slip  along  Avith  men  from  Berwick  to  join  Avith 
George  Douj^las,  Avho  cauie  a<i:ain  into  England  in  the 
dawning  of  the  day  ;  and  hefore  they  returned  tliey  did 
damage  the  })rovisions  of  the  Earl  of  JNIurray  at  Coldingham, 
and  did  hurn  the  tOAvn  of  Coldingham,  Avith  all  the  corn 
thereto  helonging  Avorth  1000  maiks  sterling  ;  and  did  also 
burn  two  towns  near  culled  Branerdergcst  and  the  Black 
Hill,  and  took  80  prisoners,  60  horse,  and  i200  head  of  cattle." 
A  terrible  vengeance  this  ;  and  yet  the  earl  devised  that 
Avithin  four  nights,  Qod  wiUing !  Kelso  should  be  burnt 
Avith  all  the  corn  in  that  toAvn. 

Lord  Parr  Avas  Avarden  of  the  Marches  in  1543,  and  in  his 
letter  to  the  council  Avith  the  king,  dated  iNIay  24,  he  gives 
information  of  the  state  of  the  toAvn  ami  castle  at  that  time. 
He  says —  -■• 

'*  I  caused  also  the  castles  of  AbiAAack  and  Morpeth  to  be 
vieAved  and  seen,  of  intent  to  have  made  my  deniore*''  in  one  of 
the  same,  according  tu  the  tenourof  the  king's  niajosty's  instruc- 
tions in  that  behalf.  And  as  fur  the  castle  of  ^Aforpeth,  Avas  so 
far  out  of  reparation,  and  so  nnsAvent  and  unwholesomel}'  kept, 
tluit  I  cuuld  not  conveniently  IniA'O  lodged  therein  Avilhout  great 
danger  of  infections  and  inllrniities ;  and  the  town  of  Ahiwick 
is  and  hatli  been  ah-eady  soo  infected,  by  the  space  of  these  two 
months  past  and  more,  witli  a  hot  and  dangerous  ague,  Avhereof 
there  be  many  dead,  and  divers  others  lyin^j  sick  therein  at  this 
present,  that  I  considered  it  to  be  a  great  peril  to  draAV  thither 
imto  me  a  great  resort  of  the  country  whereby  both  the  munber 
resident  in  my  liouse,  and  other  of  the  country  repairing  unto 
me  should  be  in  danger  of  the  said  infection.  Wherefore,  as  tlio 
place  most  Avlndesomo  and  clear  from  all  infections,  I  anr  deter- 
mined for  a  time  to  make  mine  abode  at  the  king's  majesty's 
castle  of  AVarkworth,  but  four  miles  at  the  most  from  Ahn^ick, 
the  Avliich  being  something  decayed  and  out  of  reparation,  I  have 
partly  caused  to  be  apparelled  and  put  in  readiness,  and  my  pre- 
parations to  be  conveyed  thither,  ^A-hich  I  doubt  not  shall  be  fully 
performed,  and  furnished  Avithin  these  eiglit  days.  Which  done, 
I  intend  to  repair  thither  and  there  to  reside,   and  from  thenco 
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to  remove  to  tlie  castle  of  Aln-wiclc,  as  the  infections  or  infinnitles 
tliere  shall  cease,  and  the  occasions  occurrent  shall  refjuive."* 

Sir  Ralph  Eine,  a  distinjijinshcd  soldier,  had  possession  of 
Ahnvick  and  AVarkworth  Castles  for  the  king  in  1545.  In 
the  preceding  year  he  had  made  an  inroad  into  Scotland,  and 
in  the  most  ruthless  manner  i)lundered  and  hurnt  Jedhurgli, 
Kelso,  and  many  other  places.  The  State  Papers  tell  us, 
that  in  this  raid  192  towns,  towers,  stcdcs,  barnekyns, 
parish-churches,  hastel-houses,  were  siezed  and  destroyed, 
that  400  Scots  were  slain  and  81G  taken  prisoners,  and  that 
3o86  nolts,  12,492  sheep,  1296  nags  and  geldings,  200  gayts, 
850  bolls  of  corn,  and  a  great  quantity  of  insight  gear  Avcre 
Ciirried  off.  These  devastations  were  committed  chielly  in 
Teviotdale  and  in  tlie  Merse  of  B(>rwickshire.  A  more 
extensive  enterprise  was  made  in  1545,  under  tlie  command 
of  Sir  Halph  Eure  and  Sir  Brian  Laiton ;  but  a  small  bodv 
of  Scots,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Angus,  signally 
defeated  the  English  at  Ancrum  iNIoor,  slaying  both  of  the 
English  leaders  and  800  men,  and  taking  1000  prisoners. 

The  protector  of  the  realm  the  duke  of  Somerset,  in  his 
route  northward  to  Avar  against  tlie  Scots,  "lay  on  the  night 
of  the  29th  of  August,  1547,  in  Alnwyke  Castle,"  then  held 
by  Sir  Robert  Bowes,  lord  Avarden  of  tlie  Middle  Marches  ; 
"  good  cheer  welcomed  him  there  ;  in  the  provision  Avhereof 
a  man  might  note  great  cost  and  diligenc(>  and  the  spending 
of  a  liberal  heart."  The  English  nvmy  Avould  ])ass  through 
Alnwick  two  d;iys  iifterwards.  On  the  lOth  of  the  foll()\ving 
month  the  battle  of  Pinkie  was  fought,  when  the  Scots  were 
signally  defeated,  their  loss  being  estimated  from  ten  to  four- 
teen thousand  men.t  The  hero  of  the  day  was  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  lieutenant-general  of  the  English  forces,  Avho  dis-  | 

played  great  courage  and  skill.       Not  long  afterwards,  he  i 

became  connected  Avith    Alnwick   as  Avavden  general  of  the  ; 

INIarches  ;  and  on  the  11th  of    October,   1551,  he  Avas,  by  '    i 

Edward  YI,  created  duke   of  Northumberland,  the  first  avIio  | 

bore  that  title;  an  ambitious,  unscrupulous,  and  unprincipled  1 

man  he  Avas,  but  yet  able  and  courageous.     His  poAvers  as  i 

Avarden  Avere  great,    and    he  vigorously   exercised   them    to  J 

remedy  the  evils  Avhich  afflicted  the  borders.      He  made  a  ' 

careful  survey  of  the  ]N[arches,   and  personally  presided  over  * 

the  AVarden  Courts  held  at  Ahnvick,  Newcastle,  and  Car-  •, 

lisle.     Many  new  and  stringent  regulations  Avere  introduced 

*   State  Paper,  Vol.  V,  p.  290.         -j-   I'atteu's  Expedition,  p.  2S. 
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to  redress  disorders,  and  a  complete  system  of  watch  and 
ward  Avas  adopted  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  the 
borders.  He  appointed  as  his  deputy  Lord  Wharton,  who 
was  experienced  in  border  affairs,  and  whose  residence  at 
this  period  was  usually  at  Alnwick  Castle. 

In  the  r(ugn  of  Queen  Mary,  Thomas  Percy,  the  seventh 
earl  was  warden-general,  jointly  Avith  Lord  Wharton.  In  a 
letter  from  Alnwick  Castle,  on  6th  August,  1557,  Sir  Henry 
Percy  describes  a  raid  into  Scotland  to  avenge  a  Scottish 
inroad  by  Lord  James  Murray. 

"  It  may  please,"  ho  says,  *'  your  good  lordslup  to  understand 
that  upon  my  repair  to  Alnwick,  simdry  gentlemen  of  this 
country,  with  many  honest  men  of  the  same,  repaired  thither 
unto  me,  with  whom  I  travelled  till  Wednesday  at  night  last,  in 
eucli  sort,  as  wo  were  sull'ered  to  take  very  Httle  rest  either  by 
niglit  or  day ;  but  by  the  more  part  of  niglits  and  days  on  horse- 
back attended  tlie  invasion  of  the  enemy.  And  for  tlio  better 
resistance  thereof,  jilaced  myself,  and  my  company,  nigh  to  the 
fi'ontiers,  as  at  Eslingtone  and  other  i)laees  thereabouts  ;  and 
yesterday,  being  the  Stli  of  this  instant,  about  five  of  the  clock 
in  the  morning,  Lord  James  and  otliers  of  Scotland,  with  all  the 
power  they  could  make  in  three  days  assembly  of  men  from 
Edinburgh  hitliorward,  and  with  certain  pieces  of  ordnance,  did 
invade  on  the  East  March  of  this  realm  ;  minded,  as  I  learned  by 
credible  intelligence,  to  liave  attempted  to  win  tlie  castle  of 
Ford,  and  have  burnt  sundry  towns  thereabouts,  called  the  Ten 
Toions  of  Glendale  ;  wliich  their  piu'pose,  upon  my  repair  towards 
them,  with  a  good  number  of  gentlemen,  and  others  of  this 
country,  thoy  did  ([uito  alter  and  change.  And  after  they  had 
burnt  a  liou.so  or  two,  in  the  town  of  Fenton,  where  was  taken 
and  wounded  to  death,  as  is  supposed,  one  of  their  best  borderers 
and  guides,  Richard  Dav3^son,  with  great  haste  and  more  fear 
(as  by  plucking  otf  and  leaving  a  great  number  of  white 
crosses,  and  the  small  spoil,  or  prey  of  cattle  by  them  seized, 
did  appear)  departed  home  into  Scotland  before  we  coidd  in  order 
come  to  them  ;  which  considered,  by  the  discreet  advice  of  the 
gentlemen,  I  did  enterprise  to  invade  the  coiuitry  of  the  Marches 
in  Scotland,  where  we  biirnt  sixteen  towns,  and  won  a  booty  or 
spoil  of  280  neat  and  1000  sheep,  besides  many  horses,  and  some 
prisoners." 

During  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  Mary  queen  of  Eng- 
land, border  warfare  never  ceased.  The  carl  of  Northum- 
berland Avas  repeatedly  engaged  in  it ;  but  Sir  Henry  Percy 
his  brother  achieved  great  distinction,  by  liis  activity  and 
courage,  rivalling  in  some  degree  the  fame  of  his  ancestor, 
the  rcnoAvncd  Hotspur. 

I2ii 
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Robert  Gary,  carl  of  Monmoutli,  v.-ardoii  of  the  ^Middle 
Marclies  during-  the  latter  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  removed 
his  wife,  chiUh'cn,  and  houseliohl  to  Alnwick  Abbey — the 
house  in  which  Sir  John  Forster  lived  wlieu  lie  was  warden. 
He  ke])t  in  his  own  stable  forty  good  liorse  and  good  men 
able  to  ride  them. 

Alnwiek  in  1567  witnessed  many  bloody  executions.     INIr.  | 

WilHam  Drury  writes  to  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmortou  on  tlic  J 

3rd  of  November,  1567: — "  A  secret  journey  by  the  regent  W 

against  the  thieves  of  Liddesdale,  which  was  put  into  execu-  I    < 

lion  at  Alnwick  last  market   day  ;  he  took  86,  m  hereof  13  . 

were  presently  hanged,  9  drowned,  and  1-1  taken  prisoners,  * 

but  the  laird  of  Ormiston  and  John  of  the  Park  escaped."*  t, 

A  few  extracts  relating   to  the   district  around  Alnwick  ; 

from  "  A   Booke  of  the  Losses  of  the   jMiddle  ]Marches   of  / 

England  by  the  Scotts  Theeves,  presented  at  Alnwick  16 
April,  1586,"  still  further  illustrate  the  miserable  condition 
of  the  borders  at  this  period.  . 

"Tlie  names  of  those  towns  and  villages  that  have  been  most  |. 

spoiled  in  this  time  of  Peace  ;  and  all  or  the  most  part  of  theux  * 

are  -within  six  miles  of  Sir  John  Furster's  dwelling  house,  and  •  1 

within  his  olB.ce: — Lowicke,  New  Bowicke,  Est  Lilborne,  Weper- 
don,   Rosden,  Elderton,  Ingaram,  Brandon,   Bonelye,  Fawdon,  .  • 

Glanton,  Orange,  Lurcluld,  Lamodon,  Awberwick,  Ungle,  Shil-  | 

bottle,    Shelldikes,    Glantles,    Wliyttlo,    Buston,    Bi-odcM-icke,  \. 

Gruisons,  Horslye,  Scranwoode,  Noralluirse,  Netherton,  Trughett, 
Wavton,  Wroghillc,  Alnamo,  FelUm,  Aluwicho  Park,  Collodge 
Park,  Pidsdailo  and  Tiudailo,  Pothbuvy,  and  all  the  Country 
besides."  "  Go(k1s  taken  out  of  the  lordship  of  Bewick  by  the 
Scots.  East  Lilborne,  16  horse  and  laares,  42  kyno  and  oxen, 
340  sheep,  twenty  marks  worth  of  household  stiilF.    Old  Bewieke,  ', 

18  horse  and  marcs,  42  oxen  and  kyne,  800  sheep,  and  twenty 
marks  worth  of  insight.  New  Bewieke,  18  horse  and  mares,  30 
oxen  and  kyne,  2 GO  sheep,  and  insight  worth  twenty  marks. 
Waperden,  23  horse  and  mares,  71  kyne  and  oxen,  340  sheep, 
Eglingham,  15  kyno  and  oxen,  6  liorse  and  mares,  40  sheep, 
insight  -worth  £o."  Similar  losses  were  sustained  at  Branton, 
Hedgelye,  and  other  places.  But  not  only  were  the  people 
robbed  and  spoiled  by  the  Scots,  but  also   by  their  own  land-  ^ 

lords;  the  following  is  a  singular  case: — "In  most  lamentable  ' 

wise  complaining,  John  Nealo,  of  Elderton,  hath  dwelt  two  years  I 

by  X)ast  in  Elderton,  upon  lands  there  in  the   government  and  r 

rule  of  one  Pobert  Rodhame,  of  little  I[oA\ghton,  gentleman,  \ 

and  his  rout  and  service  for  his  tenement  paid,  yet  so  it  is,  that  | 
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tlie  wife  of  tlie  said  Rodhanie  camo  with  two  servants  and  eight 
tScotsmon,  presently  come  forth  of  Scotland  for  that  pm-pose,  and 
(lien  and  there  has  forceahly  and  violently  cast  yonr  poor  sup- 
pliant, his  wife  and  children,  and  goods  out  of  door,  and  hatli 
imprisoned  two  of  the  children  in  the  Tower,  and  hath  put  in 
and  jilanted  iive  Scotsmen  in  Elderton."  WJiether  redre.ss  was 
given  does  nut  appear. 

We  close  our  illustrations  of  this  abnormal  condition  of 
the  borders  with  some  statements  from  a  letter  of  Sir  William 
Bowes  to  Sir  Iv.  Cecil,  dated  January,  15!)(i.  The  distressed 
people  are  represented  as  in  despair  and  the  country  miserable 
from  the  horrible  murders  committed  and  the  incorrigible 
])ride  and  dis(djedience  of  the  ravenous  malofiictors  ;  touch- 
ing murders,  lie  cannot  yet  come  to  the  certain  number — but 
they  be  great — the  manner  horrible,  killing  men  in  their 
beds  ;  he  takes  it  Bucklughe  will  be  found  guilty  of  murders 
above  twenty,  Sir  Kobert  (,'arre  about  sixteen;  the  Bournes 
and  Younges,  followers  of  Carre,  in  revenge  of  their  feud  for 
one  of  their  name  clianceably  slain  by  Sir  Cuthbert  CoUing- 
wood's  man  rescuing  from  him  a  poor  man's  goods,  liavo 
since  murdered  thirty-five  Collingwoods.*  The  value  of  the 
spoils  committed  in  the  marches  by  the  Scots  since  1587 
amounted  to  £9;2,9S9  Kis.  Id.f  And  yet  these  enormities 
occurred  in  the  days  of  the  "  Good  Queen  ]iess  ;"  wonder 
it  is,  that,  amid  such  tiery  eruptions  and  destructive  lava 
streams,  there  should  have  been  any  population  or  cultivation 
of  Soil,  or  other  industrial  pursuit  in  the  border  land. 

The  AN'ardi'ii  Courts  were  abolished,  by  act.  of  parliament, 
after  the  two  nations  were  under  one  king,  in  tlie  5th  vcar 
of  the  reign  of  James  1. ;  and  criminals  on  both  sides  of  the 
borders  were  afterwards  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  counties  iu 
Avhicli  they  resided.  This  act  Avas  strongly  opposed  by  the 
people  of  Northumberland  and  Cnmbeiland.  Great,  indeed, 
was  the  benefit  resulting  from  the  cessation  of  border  war- 
fare ;  before  the  accession  of  James  L,  the  estates  of  Lord 
Grey,  of  Wark,  produced  only  £  1000  yearly  ;  but  not  long 
after  that  event,  their  annual  value  increased  to  £7000. 

*  From  Lamsdown  MSS. 
t  Ealne's  North  Durham,  p.  xxxvi,  xlii. 
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LICENSE   TO   WiiLL    THE    TOWN — CnARTEU  OF   HENRY   VI. — BONDGATE 

TOWER  —  CLAYPORT     TOWER STREETS  —  TOPULATION    OF    THE 

TOWN — 0^'A'ERS    OF   PROPERTY — THE    GREYS OLD  BUILDINGS — 

NAMES  OF  THE  INHABITANTS,  1474 — TRADE— EXPORTS — ALN- 
JIOUTH  PORT,  BURGAGES,  CHURCH — ALNWICK  CASTLE — BARONIAL 
OFFICERS — COURTS — SURVEY  OF  ALNWICK  IN  15G9 — BURGESSES — 
FREEHOLDERS  —  COPYHOLDERS — FEUDAL   CHARGES — CHARACTER 

OF     THE     COPYHOLDERS WILLS — MELVILLE     AT     ALNWICK  — 

WILLIAM   DE   ALNWICK,    BISHOP    OF    LINCOLN. 

Some  little  time  before  the  death  of  the  sixth  Earl  Percy, 
Henry  the  VIII.  had  severed  the  connection  of  England 
witli  the  pope  of  Rome.  This  formed  an  era  in  the  history 
of  the  nation  even  greater  than  those  arising  from  changes 
of  dynasty  or  cunslitutit)n.  Our  last  chapter  on  border  law 
and  its  results  presented  pictures  of  the  state  of  the  district; 
but  l)efore  entering  on  the  history  of  the  seventh  carl,  we 
may  gather  up  other  fragments,  more  })art.icularly  illustrative 
ot  the  condition  of  the  town,  the  castle,  and  the  barony  from 
1360  to  IGOO. 

Prior  to  the  middle  of  the  iifteenth  century,  Alnwick  was 
an  unwalled  town,  open  to  the  attacks  of  enemies,  from 
which  it  often  suffered.  However  sufhcient  the  strong 
defences  of  the  castle  may  have  been  for  the  protection  of 
those  sheltered  Avithin  its  walls,  they  could  not  adequately 
protect  the  town  itself,  which  had  been  ransacked  and  burnt 
in  14!^0  and  at  other  times  by  the  Scots.  An  open  town, 
however,  could  not  be  fortified  withont  royal  authority;  but, 
on  account  of  the  danger  to  which  Alnwick  was  exposed 
from  the  Scots,  Ilcnry  VI.,  in  1433,  granted  a  license  to 
enclose,  Avail,  and  embattle  it;  the  following  is  a  translation 
of  this  license  : — 
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"  For  enclosing,  wallmg,  and  embattling  the  town  of  Alnewyk. 
The  king  to  all  to  whom  &c.,  greeliag,  know  ye  that  wo,  in  consideration, 
that  the  town  of  Alnc^vJ-k,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  upon  tho 
marches  and  frontiers  of  ycotland,  lies  open  and  so  dangerotisly,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  same  town  has  been  very  lately  burnt  by  our  enemies  the  Scots, 
have,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  council,  granted  license  to  our  right 
dear  cousin,  Henry,  carl  of  Noilhumberland,  lord  of  the  said  tovm  and  of  tho 
castle  there,  and  to  tho  Burgesses  of  the  same  town,  their  heii's  and  successors, 
that  the  aforesaid  may  be  authorised  lawfully  to  enclose  the  said  town  of 
Alnewyk  and  wall  around  the  whole  of  the  aforesaid  lo'ftm,  and  embattle  and 
macliiolato  the  walls  of  tho  same  tuwn,  and  also  make  and  order  any  other 
defences  whatsoever  around  or  upi>n  those  walls,  tree  fi-om  any  hindi-ance 
whatsoever  towards  the  said  earl  or  burgesses,  theii-  heirs  or  executors,  by  iis 
our  heirs  or  any  of  our  ministers  or  ofHcers,  being  made  for  the  futui-e.  In 
testimony  whereof,  Nsitness  the  king  at  AVestminster  on  the  first  of  June. 

By  writ  of  rri\y  Seal." 

Patent  Kolls,  Hen.  VI.,  p.  1  n  6. 

It  has  been  commonly  represented  that,  soon  afterwards, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  erected  the  walls  of  the  town  ; 
this,  liowever,  is  a  myth,  for  little  indeed  he  seems  to  have 
contributed  to  a  work  so  important  to  the  safety  of  the 
inhabitants,  when  border  Avarfare  Avas  raging.  The  burden 
fell  mainly  on  the  burgesses  and  connnonalty,  who  were 
poor  enough  in  these  evil  times;  hence  for  want  of  means  the 
fortifying  of  the  town  made  slow  progress,  and  half  a  century 
elapsed  before  it  was  completed.  Still  unwalled  was  the 
town  in  1448,  when  it  Avas  again  burnt  by  the  Scots.  Three 
documents,  preserved  in  the  corporation  archives,  throw  light 
on  tlie  means  used  to  accomplish  the  work. 

One  is  a  petition  to  the  king  from  the  burgesses  and 
commonalty,  stating  that  the  walling  of  the  town  has  been 
begun,  but  for  want  of  funds  ftjuhl  not  be  iinishcd,  and 
praying  that  a  license  might  bo  granted  without  a  fee.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  this  petition  : — 

"  To  the  king  our  Sovei-eign  Lord, 
Humble  beseecheth  your  highncsse,  your  humble  and  trow  liegemen,  the 
Burges  and  comynalte  of  the  Towne  of  Alnowik  in  the  Counte  of  Northum- 
breland ;  foi-asmucho  as  the  said  to^vno  is  adjoynant  to  the  marches  of  Scot- 
land, and  no  toAvno  is  betwene  the  said  marches  and  the  New  Oastell  upon 
Tyne,  by  the  wiche  your  liege  people,  inhabitants  in  thoes  partyes,  may  bo 
rcloved  or  soco\\Ted  in  tjnne  of  distresse  made  by  the  Scotts,  and  likely  daily 
to  be  made  heral^cr,  for  their  resistance  in  tluit  behalf  not  onely  to  their  greto 
hurts  and  losses,  but  also  to  the  grete  prejudise  of  this  j'our  Eeaume ;  for 
which  causes  it  hath  late  pleased  your  saide  highnesse  to  license  the  said 
towne  to  be  closed,  walled  and  embattled ;  the  wiche  werke  by  force  thereof 
your  said  liegemen  have  late  begun,  and  the  which  without  greto  and  notable 
sonu)s  of  money  cannot  be  finisshed  ;  And  impossable  iov  them  to  here  with- 
outen  your  goode  graic  be  shewed  unto  them  in  that  behalvc,  please  it  thcrfore 
the  same  your  hygnesse,  of  your  moste  bounteous  graie  in  tender  consideration 
of  the  jiremisses,  to  grante  to  theym,  by  way  of  your  moste  plenteful  abues, 
your  said  license  under  yoiu-  gix-te  seal,  in  due  foimne  to  bo  maj-d  and 
delivered  to  theym,  withouten  any  fee  or  fees  therfore  in  cny  wise  to  bo 
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youen  or  yoldfn,  and  that  this  bille,  fiignoLl  svilh  your  mostc  fji'iicioux  hando, 
may  ho  aa^wcl  sulUrieiit  warant  imtu  your  chancellor  of  En^-land  for  tho 
luahinj^  \ip  and  ensealing  of  iho  .said  lieen.se,  as  unto  tho  elerc  of  your 
hanapier  for  the  delivering  unto  theyrn  of  the  sanio ;  and  they  all  shall  ever 
pray  for  tlic  prosperous  confirmation  of  your  nioste  noble  and  royal  estate." 

To  this  petition  there  is  no  date,  and  even  the  name  of  the 
king  to  whom  it  Avas  presented  is  not  mentioned.  From 
another  docmnent,  it  a])pears  that  Edward  IV.  as  Avell  as 
Henry  VI.  54'ranted  a  license  to  wall  the  town  ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  petition  may  have  heen  presented  to  cither  of  these 
sovereifi^ns  ;  the  dat(i  wonld  he  hetween  tho  years  1440  and 
and  1470. 

The  second  corporate  miuiiment,  entitled  "  Letters  Patent 
from  Henry  YI. ;"  hesides  referring  to  tlie  walling  of  the 
town,  contains  other  information,  even  of  more  interest, 
respecting  tlie  state  of  the  town.  This  charter  was  granted 
at  Bamhurgh,  on  the  9th  of  April,  in  the  forty-second  year 
of  his  reign,  and  attached  to  it  is  his  great  seal.  At  this 
time,  Henry  VI.  had  heen  hrought  into  Nortluunherland  to 
join  his  adherents,  who  Avere  again  endeavouring  to  restore 
him  to  power ;  hut  the  hattles  of  Hcdgelcy  Moor  and  Hex- 
ham, fought  on  Ihe  I^5th  of  April  and  15th  of  May,  1452, 
hlighted  and  Avithercd  tlie  red  rose  of  England.  This  charter 
sets  forth,  that  the  hurgesses  of  Alnwick  had  shcAvn  to  the 
king,  that  they  had  Avithin  the  preceding  three  years  heen 
rohbed  and  spoiled  hy  rebels,  and  their  goods,  houses,  and 
mansions  burnt  and  destroyed  ;  he  grants  to  them  a  free 
port  at  Alnmoutli,  and  the  privilege  of  shi])ping  and  sending 
aAvay  avooI,  Avool-fels,  liides,  tisli,  and  coals  to  otlier  ports, 
both  in  and  beyond  the  kingdom  ;  and  he  further  grants  to 
them,  for  tliirty  years,  £20  out  of  the  customs  and  subsidies, 
payable  on  account  of  the  avooI,  Avool-fels,  hides,  coals,  and 
fish,  in  relief  of  the  depredation  Avhich  the  burgesses  had 
sufiered ;  and  also  to  make  the  port  of  Alnmouth  and  wall 
tho  toiCH  of'  Ahucick  and  repair  the  parisli  church  there  ; 
he  grants  further,  that  oilicers  of  the  customs,  controllers, 
searchers,  and  Aveighers  of  avooI  shall  be  continuallv  in  the 
tOAvn  and  port  ;  and  that  two  fairs  shall  be  held  yearly  in 
AluAvick,  one  at  the  feast  of  the  Saints  Philip  and  James, 
for  eight  days,  and  the  other  at  the  feast  of  Saint  Lucy,  for 
eight  days,  and  a  Aveekly  market  on  "Wednesday,  and  freedom 
from  all  tolls  or  other  charges. 

The  folloAving  is  a  translation  of  this  charter  : — 

"  Henry,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France  and  Lord  of 
Ireland,  To  all  to  wlioni  the  pix.xut  letters  .shall  come,  greeting,  Know  ye, 
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that  whereas  oiir  hnm1>le  and  fiiithful  liogcs,  the  Birrgesses  of  Alnowyk  have 
represented  to  us,  how  they,  witliiii  tlu;  la«t  three  years  past,  have  hy  our 
rebels,  at  diil'erent  times,  been  robbed  and  si>oiKd  of  all  tluar  moveable  goods, 
and  their  houses  and  mansions  liave-  been  burnt,  broki^n  down  and  wastc^d,  to 
theu-  linal  destruction,  unless  we  gi\c^  them  relief  in  this  behalf.  ^Vherefore 
tlioy  have  besought  us,  that  wo  would  vouchsafe  to  grant  to  them  the  privi- 
leges, licenses  and  fi-anehises  underwritten  for  tlieir  relief. 

AVe,  considering  the  premises  and  their  jK-tition  aforesaid,  and  on  tliis 
behalf  fa^'ou]■ably  inclined,  have,  of  our  sp(,-iaal  grace,  granted  to  the  aforesaid 
Buigesses  and  tlieir  successor.s  to  make  and  e^stablish  for  ever  a  free  port,  in 
Bucli  place  or  jdaces  in  Alnemouthe  iii  the  county  of  yoi-thumbeiland,  as  to 
them  and  to  every  of  th(;m  may  he  most  expedient  and  available ;  and  that 
the  said  itort  may  be  to  them  and  to  every  of  them,  as  free  in  all  conditioius 
rules  and  government,  as  any  other  jjort  within  our  realm  of  England.  And 
fiuther,  the  said  bm-gesses  and  Iheii-  successors  may  have,  hy  the  tenor  of 
these  presents,  license  at  all  convenient  and  suitable  times,  to  ship,  load  and 
imload,  in  the  said  jiort  of  Alnemouthe,  wools,  skins,  wool-fels  and  liides 
accruing  between  the  Blithe  and  the  Twede,  and  coals  and  fish.  And  the- 
said  Burgesses  or  any  of  them,  or  their  successors,  their  agents,  or  attorneys, 
the  said  Avools,  skins,  wool-fols,  hides,  coals,  and  lish  so  shipped  and  loaded, 
may  carry  beyoml  the  said  port  of  Alnemouthe  to  such  poi-t  or  ports  in  district 
or  districts,  country  or  foreign  countries,  or  any  other  land  or  country  beyond 
our  kingdom,  and  out  as  wtdl  beyond  our  jurisdiction  as  within  it;  and  v.-ith 
the  said  wools,  skins,  wool-fels,  hides,  coals,  and  tish,  they  niay  pass,  without 
any  restriction,  arrest,  trouble,  or  impediment  from  us  any  of  our  officers 
whomjjoever,  jirovided  always,  that  the  said  Burgesses  and  their  successors, 
agents  or  attorneys  may  not  carry  any  merchandise  beyond  the  said  port 
to  any  of  our  rebels  or  enemies,  without  our  license,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture 
of  the  same. 

And  besides,  of  our  special  grace,  wo  have  granted  to  the  said  Burgesses 
and  their  successors,  for  the  tcrjn  of  thirty  years  next  fdlowing,  to  pay  only 
for  tlie  custom  and  subsidies  of  one  sack  of  wool,  shi])]ied  in  the  said  port, 
thirteen  shillings  and  fjurpence  sterling,  and  of  one  hundred  skins  of  wool-fels 
shipped  there  six  shillings  and  eightiieuce  sterling,  and  of  one  last*  of  hides 
of  the  said  growth  sliijjped  there  six  shillings  and  eightpencc  sterling :  And 
that  the  said  B\ugesses  and  their  successors  may  have  power  by  the  tenor  of 
these  presents  t.i  ship  and  load,  within  the  said  pert  annually,  as  many  wools, 
skills,  wool-fils,  hides,  coals,  and  tish,  whcreef  t]\e  customs  and  subsidies  thenco 
duo  may  reach  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  without  paying  anything  in  respect 
thereof  to  us  or  our  heirs,  dming  the  said  term  of  thirty  years,  in  relief  of  the 
depredations  sull'ered  by  thi^  said  Biu'gcsses,  and  to  the  to\m  of  Alnewick 
above  specified,  and  towards  the  expenses  of  making  the  said  port,  and  of  the 
walling  of  the  same  to^NTi,  and  towards  the  making  and  repau*  of  the  parish 
church  in  tlie  same  ])lace. 

And  further,  of  our  special  grace,  we  have  granted  to  the  said  Burgesses, 
that  they  and  their  successors  may  have  within  the  said  town  of  Alnewn'ek 
customers,  comptrollers,  searchers,  and  weighers  for  oiu-  use,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  said  port,  there  dwelling  continually  in  manner  and  form,  as  the  to^vn 
and  Burgesses  of  Berwick  lately  had  by  our  grant. 

Aud  further,  of  our  special  grace,  we  have  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Burgesses 
and  their  successors  for  ever  to  hold  and  keep  two  fairs  annually  in  the  said 
town  of  Alnewiclc,  at  two  diil'erent  times  of  the  year,  to  wit,  tlie  first  of  the 
said  two  fairs  to  begin  on  the  feast  of  the  Saints  i'hilip  and  James,  and  so  to 
last  and  continue  for  eight  days  then  next  fallowing ;  and  the  other  of  tho 
said  two  fairs  to  begin  on  the  feast  of  Saint  Lucy  thence  next  foUoAs-ing-,  and 
so  to  last  and  continue  for  eight  days  thence  next  following ;  so  that  these 
fairs  he  not  to  the  injiu-y  of  the  neighboiu'ing  fail's ;  And  that  our  lieges  of 

*  A  last  consists  often  dozen. 
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every  kind,  of  -wliataoovor  condition  or  conditions  they  may  be  or  any  of  them 
may  be,  may  freely  come  to  both  of  tlio  af(jresuiil  fairs,  and  abide  there  duinn{» 
the  tenn  above  .specified  for  b(jth  of  the  aforesaid  fairs;  And  tliat  our  said 
lieges  and  every  one  of  them  may  have  a  free  return  and  passage  to  buch  ]>lace 
or  places,  country  or  countries,  as  they, intend  and  piopose  going  or  riding 
to,  wthout  any  anxst,  imprisonment,  or  disturbance,  impediment  or  vexa- 
tion being  made  towards  or  upon  them  or  any  of  them  by  mayors,  sheriffs, 
cscheators,  constables,  bailiifs  or  any  of  them  or  any  other  ofhcer,  or  officers 
for  dealing  with  all  manner  of  actions  or  demands  of  whatsoever  nature  or 
conditions  they  may  be ;  Rioters  or  distiu'bers  of  the  said  two  fairs,  or  any 
person  or  peraon,s  coming  to  these  fairs  and  dwelling  there,  and  returning  from 
both  of  them  excepted. 

And  besides,  of  our  special  grace,  we  have  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Burgesses 
and  their  successors  for  ever  a  free  ni;irket,  in  the  said  to^^-n  of  AlnewA'k  on 
Wednesday  weekly,  to  hold  and  to  keep,  for  every  description  of  our  Hegea, 
to  have  and  to  carry  there  every  kind  of  merchandise  and  victuals,  according 
to  the  manner  and  custom  of  any  of  the  best  and  freest  market  within  the 
coimty  of  Northumberland,  to  be  used  or  begun  so,  that  this  market  be  not 
to  the  hurt  of  the  neighbom-ing  markets. 

And  fui-ther,  of  our  abundant  grace,  we  grant  to  the  aforesaid  Burgesses 
and  their  successors  and  to  every  of  them  for  ever,  that  they  be  quit  and  free 
fi-om  the  p.'iyment  of  all  kinds  of  tolls,  or  of  other  customs,  used  in  any 
marlcet,  fair,  passage,  or  any  other  place  within  oiu-  realm  of  England,  as  well 
within  liberties  and  franchises  as  beyond.  In  te.stimouy  whereof,  we  have 
caused  these  our  letters  to  1k3  made  ])atent,  witness  myself,  at  our  castle  of 
Bamburgh,  the  ninth  day  of  April  in  the  42nd  year  of  our  reign. 

NAYLER 
by  the  King  himself  and  the  aforesaid  date  by  authority  of  Parliament." 


William  cle  Alnwick,  bisho])  of  Norwich,  M'ho  seem.s  to 
have  looked  with  kindness  on  his  native  town,  gave  help  to 
the  burgesses  at  this  critical  period  ;  for  in  his  will,  which 
was  proved  at  Lambeth  in  1449,  he  left  ten  pounds  for  the 
walling  of  the  town,  and  ten  ])oinuls  for  the  building  (or 
restoration)  of  the  cluirch.  Still,  however,  as  appears  from 
the  third  corjiorate  document,  the  Availing  of  the  town  was 
not  completed  even  in  1473.  "  Letters  Patent  to  gather  a 
collection  for  building  the  town  wall  against  the  Scots," 
dated  February,  1478,  were  addressed  by  the  burgesses 
and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Alnwick  to  all  the  sons 
of  the  Holy  Mother  Church  ;  they  state  that  Edward  lY. 
had  granted  a  license  to  embattle  the  town,  that  the 
work  had  been  begun,  but  could  not  be  completed  without 
aid  from  others,  and  that  John  Paterson  and  Tliomas  Cirswell 
had  been  by  them  appointed  to  collect  alms  and  assistance 
for  the  work.  The  following  is  a  translation  of  this  docu- 
ment : — 

"  To  all  the  sons  of  om-  holy  mother  Chnch  to  whom  and  to  whose  know- 
ledge the  present  letters  shall  come,  The  Burgesses  and  commonalty  of  the 
town  of  Alnewyk,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  Greeting,  in  Ilim  by 
whom  kings  reign  and  princes  rule ;  "Wlvereas  the  province  of  is'orthumbcr- 
land,  by  the  loss  of  the  toAni  of  Bcrwick-on-Tweed  and  of  the  Castle  of 
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Rokesljurp;!!,  is  greatly  impoverished  and  weakened ;  and  no  walled  town  or 
Borough  from  the  town  of  Newcastle  upon  Tjtio  to  Scotland,  for  the  safe 
custody  and  defence  of  the  said  pi-ovince,  now  remains  or  exists  ;  The  most 
excellent  and  Christian  prince  Edward  the  fourth  hy  the  grace  of  God  King 
of  England  and  France  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  in  consideration  of  the  premises, 
for  the  advantage  of  his  realm  of  England,  and  the  preservation  of  the  pro- 
vince aforesaid,  and  for  safe  guard  and  defence  of  its  inhahitants  of  the  same 
hath  given  and  granted  license  to  wall,  fui-tify,  and  embattle  the  said  town  of 
Alnewyk ;  which  work  indeed  is  now  begun,  but  cannot  be  completed  without 
great  and  notable  sums,  which  we  the  aforesaid  Burgesses  and  Commonalty 
are  not  able  to  bear  nor  are  worth,  unless  we  are  helped  in  this  matter  by  the 
faithful  of  Christ  and  the  devoted  to  God  of  their  charity  to  us :  Know  there- 
fore, that  we  the  aforesaid  Bm-gesses  and  Commonalty,  by  a  unanimous  assent 
and  consent  have  ordained,  constituted,  and  in  our  place  put,  our  beloved  in 
Christ,  John  Paterson  and  1'homas  Cirsewell,  our  true  and  lawful  proctera 
and  special  messengers,  jointly  and  severally,  to  collect  and  receive  the  ahns, 
subsidies,  and  other  charitable  gifts  of  the  faithful  of  Christ,  through  the 
whole  realm  of  England,  for  the  public  good  of  the  same,  and  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  said  province  by  the  same  work,  given  or  to  be  given,  bequeathed 
or  to  be  bequeathed,  assigned  or  to  be  assigned,  in  places  exempted  and  not 
exempted,  and  to  do  all  other  things  in  this  aflair  as  we  ourselves  might  have 
done  had  we  personally  been  present.  Holding  ratified  confirmed  and  allowed 
all  and  everything  the  aforesaid  John  Paterson  and  Thomas  shall  in  om-  name 
do,  or  cither  of  them  shall  do,  in  the  premises.  In  testimony  whereof,  the 
Conmion  Seal  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  /Unewyk  is  put  to  these  presents. 
Given  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  February  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  the  aforesaid  Lord  King  Edward  the  fourth,  after  the  Conquest  of 
England." 

No  reference,  it  will  be  observed,  is  made  in  any  of  the 
documents  to  help  received  from  the  earls  of  Northumberland. 
Soon  after  this,  however,  the  town  was  surrounded  by  a  wall; 
and  the  four  entrances  were  defended  by  strong  towers ;  one 
was  on  the  south  at  Bondgate,  another  on  the  south-Avest  at 
Clay]>ort,  anotlier  on  the  Avest  at  Pottergate,  and  the  fourth 
on  the  north  at  Narrowgate.  One  only  of  these  ancient 
towers  remains,  that  of  Bondgate,  which  has  erroneously 
been  called  Hotspur's  Tower  ;  for  Avhile  no  part  of  the  v.alls 
or  towers  could  have  been  erected  before  1433,  Hotspur  was 
slain  in  the  year  1403. 

This  well-built  tower  is  still  in  a  pretty  good  state  of  preser- 
vation. It  has  three  stories,  with  an  arched  gateway,  above 
which,  on  the  outside,  was  the  Brabant  lion  sculptured  in 
relief  on  a  recessed  panel,  but  now  so  Avorn  and  defaced  by 
time,  as  to  be  scarcely  traceable.  Semi-octagonal  towers 
project  on  each  side  of  the  gatcAvay,  to  give  it  additional 
protection  ;  and  on  the  top  of  the  toAver  are  three  corbels  to 
support  Avooden  erections,  from  Avhich  to  annoy  besieging 
enemies.  All  the  AvindoAvs  in  the  outside  Avail  looking  south- 
Avard  are  long  narroAv  openings  j  but  the  upper  AvindoA\'S  in 
the  north  Avail,  looking  into  the  tOAvn,  are  larger  and  divided 
by  mullions.     Erected  not  earlier  than  1450,  it  is  possible 
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tliat  this  tower  may  be  the  work  of  the  second  Earl  Percy, 
because  impressed  with  one  of  his  badges.  In  1557  it  is 
described  "  of  tlirc  houshe  height  besyd  the  batilment  and 
fairo  turret t ;  yt  ys  covered  with  leade  which  ys  in  gi*eate 
decaye  as  also  tlie  roof  of  woode  ;"  it  was  then  in  charge  of 
the  bailiff  of  the  borough,  avIio,  under  colour  of  keeping  it 
for  prisoners,  used  it  as  a  granary  for  corn.  Some  forty  years 
ago,  there  Avere  portions  of  the  walls  on  both  sides  of  the 
tower,  through  which  were  naiTow  portals  for  foot  passengers. 
It  seems  to  liave  been  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation  in 
the  seventeenth  and  part  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  they 
occasionally  repaired  it ;  and  as  a  prison  it  was  sometimes 
used  ;  but  it  now  belongs  to  the  duke  of  Northumberland.* 

Utilitarians  complain  that  this  ancient  gateway  is  a  nuis- 
ance, and  would  have  it  taken  down,  because  it  is  not  large 
enough  to  allow  a  free  passage  to  large  vehicles,  such  as  I 

caravans ;    this,   however,   is   but   a    trilling  inconvenience,  I 

which  might  be  remedied  at  no  f^-eat  cost,  by  Avidening  for  i 

a  short  distance,  the  road  leading  from  IJondgate  to  Clayport.  I 

Earnestly  do  we  hope  that  this  brave  old  tower  may  be  care-  \ 

fully  preserved ;  it  is  the  last  important  relic  of  the  ancient  ^ 

fortifications  of  the  town ;  and  though  grim  and  weather-  j 

worn,   it  is  nevertheless   a  pictiu-esque    object,   stirring  up  ^  i 

ancient  memories  of  brave  men  and  heroic  deeds,  which 
throw  a  glory  around  the  town,  and  possessing  an  interest, 
not  only  to  the  inhabitants  but  to  strangers  who  come  from  a 
distance.  **Look  at  the  tint  upon  tlie  tower"  says  Mr.  F.  R. 
AVilsou  in  his  Poetry  of  Emjlish  Masonry,  "as  deep  sombre 
threatening  as  that  of  a  thunder  cloud.     Then'"look  at  the  ..i 

stones.      Iluge  blocks  they  are,  with  the  jointings  deeply  ;j  • 

recessed,  leaving  the  edges  standing  out  in  rough  lines  of  % 

\yr\xtr— Plate  VII. 

Clayport  Tower,  which  defended  the  western  entrance  of  the 
town,  was  larger  than  that  of  Bondgate,  but  similar  in  form, 
style,  and  masonry.  It  belonged  to  the  corporation  ;  indeed, 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  most  part,  if  not  all,  of  the  I 

towers  and  walls  belonged  to  the  town,  since  they  had  been  j 

*  On  August  the  2nd,  1728,  there  were  paid  Is.  for  a  warrant  against  Gilbert 
Carr,  2s.  Gd.  for  the  constable  to  carry  him  to  goal,  and  Is.  for  a  lock  to  Bondgate 
Tower;  next  year,  lOd.  is  paid  for  another  lock  ;    in   1740,  '2s.  'k\.  for  a  stock  ^ 

lock;  in  1752,  some  of  Bland's  dragoons  were  kept  prisoners  in  Bondgate  Tower,  ) 

and  payments  are  made  for  straw  and  a  strong  hang-lock;  and  in  1755,  straw 
was  again  supplied  to  six  deserters  who  were  confined  there.  —  Corporation 
Accounts. 
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cliiefly  erected  under  the  direction  of  tlic  burgesses  and  by 
funds  collected  by  iheni.     On  the  13tli  of- January,  lGo3,  it 
was"  ordered  and  agreed  upon  by  tbc  Cliamberlaynes  tbe 
xxiiij  and  the  Comon  Guild  that  every  freeman  of  the  Towne 
shall  pay  iiij^  a  yeare  towards  the  repayreiug  of  Pottergate 
towre  and  Claporte_  towre."     There  were  several  chaml)ers 
in  this  tOAvcr,  in  which  the  companies  or  incor])orated  trades 
held  their  meetings.     In  1709,  "it  was  agreed  by  the  Cham- 
berlains and  four  and  Twenty  that  the  Taylors  is  to  have  the 
new  chamber  in  Clayport  Tower,  they  having  paid  40s.  for 
making  of  itt,  and  that  there  shall  be  Liberty  for  any  other 
Trade  to  goe  in  and  through  the  same  room   to  any  other 
rooni  that  shall  happen  to  be   built  or  made."     After  the 
erection  of  the  Tolbooth  in  the  market,  this  tower  ceased  to 
be  used  as  a  place  of  meeting.     Subsequently  the  lower  ])art 
was  a  work  or  ])oor  house  ;  but  falling  into  a  state  of  decay, 
the   paupers   were   removed  from  it  in    1785.      The   upper 
rooms  were  occupied  by  weavers.    There  was  a  narrow  outlet 
through  the  wall  on  the  south  side ;  but  the  portal  on  the 
north  was  so  wide  as  to  admit  the  passage  of  a  cart,  which, 
liowever,  was  prevented  by  a  turn-stile.     On  the  south  side 
of  the  gateway  was  an  arched  recess  over  the  Tower  Well. 
To  improve  the  Avestern  entrance  of  the  toAvn,  this  toAver  Avas 
entirely  removed  in  1804,  and  the  old  materials,  which  Avere 
sold  for  £43,   wm-   iipjdied   to  the   building  of  the   Uniou 
Court  in  Clayport  Street.     The  site  of  the  tower  is  indicated 
by  four  squared  stones  marked  Avith  the  letter  T. 

Close  to  the  toAvcn-  on  the  north  side,  stood  "  The  Little 
House,"  or  "  House  on  the  Wall,"  as  it  Avas  called,  Avhich 
belonged  to  the  corporation,  and  Avas  let  in  1736  for  :2s.  6d. 
yearly;  this  too  Avas  removed  in  1794 — a  poor  place — the 
materials  of  Avhich  sold  for  only  £3  9s.  6d.  Some  (juaiut 
old  houses  covered  Avith  thatch  adjoined  it — so  old  looking, 
that  they  may  have  been  co-eval  AA-'ith  the  toAver ;  and  Avheii 
in  1819  they  were  taken  doAvn,  the  site  of  the  House  on  the 
Wall  Avas  let  for  ninety-nine  years  at  a  yearly  rent  of  tAventy- 
one  shillings  to  the  OAvner  of  these  old  houses  ;  and  the  space 
was  included  in  the  new  houses  Avhich  Avere  then  built. 

Pottergate  ToAver,  Avhich  defended  the  north-Avest  entrance, 
was  purchased  by  the  corporation  in  1(330 ;  and  a  ucav  toAver 
built  on  its  site.  Tlie  fourth  toAver  Avas  at  the  north  end  of 
NarroAvgate;  and  on  its  site  stands  the  last  house  of  that 
street,  projecting  beyond  the  line  of  the  next  house,  Avliich 
is  the  first  in  Bailitf^rate. 
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The  walls  of  the  town  were  20 1  feet  in  height  and  6  feet 
in  thickness.    I  sl><ill  endeavour  to  trace  thorn.    From  Bond- 
gate  ToAver  they  ran  in  a  southerly  direction  nearly  in  a  line  ^ 
with  the  modern  Hotspur  Street,  and  thence  Avestwards  along 
Greenbat,  bending  at  JNIonkhouse  Square  to  Clayport  Tower, 
and  thence  nortlnvard  following  the  line  of  Infirmary  Street 
to  Pottergate  Tower,  and  thence   down  the  hill  along  the 
south  side  of  the  modern  Northumberland  Street,  a  distance 
of  about  ninety  yards ;  here,  in  the  under  part  of  a  garden 
wall,  portions  of  the  old  town  Avail  are  standing,  forty  yards  in 
length  and  in  some  parts  five  feet  in  height ;  a  corner  tower 
seems  to  have  stood  here,  the  remains  of  which  project  a  \ 
little  beyond  the  line  of  the  wall,  the  masonry  being  similar  in  ^ 
character   to  that  of  Bondgate  Tower.     At  this  point,  the                    t 
wall  made  an  abrupt  change  in  its  direction,  and  ran  south-  ? 
ward  to  Narrowgate  Tower.     This  is  corroborated  by  the  old  % 
deeds  of  the  brick  house,  the  second  in  NarroAvgate  Street,                    >^ 
formerly  in    possession  of   the    Forsters  ',  for  in    1612   and                 .   « 
1616  it  Avas  l30undered  on  the  north  by  a  vennell,  (that  is 
a  narrow  or  straight  way,)  called  the  Kirk-Avay ;  so  that  at  i. 
this  time  there  had  been  a  road  leading  toAvards  the  church,                   m 
either  by  the  side  of  the  Avail  or  over  its  ruins.     In  1628, 
this  lane,  ''  commonly   called "    it  is  stated,  "  the    Church                 ■ 
Lane,"  Avas  sold  for  tAventy  shillings  ;  and  both  the  lord  of 
the  manor  and  the  corporation  had  claims  over  it;    for  a 
reserved  rent  of  fourpence  yearly  Avas  payable  to  each.     The 
Avail  continued  from  Narrowgate  Tower  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion, at  a  little  distance  from  the  castle,  tOAvards  the  BoAV-burn 
— the  Castle  INIoat.     It  is  doubtful  AA'hether  any  Avail  ran  on 
that  side  of  the  town  boundered  by  this  burn ;  probably,  the 
castle  and  the  moat  formed   there  a   sufficient  defence ;  but                    ^ 
the  Avail  on  the  south-east  side  Avould  connect  the  moat  Avith 
Bondgate  ToAver.     One  burgage  is  said  to  be  boundered  by 
the  Castle  Close ;  and  another  by  the  Castle  Moat.      The 
circumference  of  the  Availed  toAA^n  Avas  about  one  mile. 

After  the  cessation  of  border  Avarfi\rc,  on  the  accession  of 
James  of  Scotland  to  the  English  throne,  these  fortifications 
were  no  longer  necessary  ;  and  hence  they  Avere  neglected 
and  fell  into  ruin  ;  the  Avail  Avould  be  a  quarry  Avhcre  the 
burgesses  Avould  find  stones  for  the  erection  and  repair  of 
their  houses.     Still  a  considerable  part  of  these  fortifications  j 

appears  to  have  been  in  existence  in  1681,  Avhen  Thoresby  | 

in  his  Avanderings  says — ''  to  INIorpeth  and  after  a  short  stay  j 

there,  over  the  moors  to  AluAvick,  an  ancient  fortified  toAvn, 
Avith  a  curious  castle  and  an  old  ivall" 
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Since  Alnwick  was  surrounded  with- a  wall  it  lias  nnf 
greatly  increased  in   size.       It   luvd  then   all     he  p rincipa 
streets;    here  were  the  Market  Place;  13ond^ate   w  cr^t^h^^ 

p     I    '   J^^^.f  g'-^te,   which    bore   the    name   of   IJarrosdale  • 
Fenkle,  the  Corner  Street-  Paikes  SfrPPf  nv  tt         i       •    ' 

up  as  a  distmct  township  and  manor  with  a  court  of  ifs  own 
Houses  too  had  been   built  beyond  the  .^^1^0!.     1  " 

s  de  •  fm- in  "  TV.^  T>    1  1.     1      !     !      .      ^^'111*5  on  the  south 
I'n  14S?     f  ^'^  ^^.°°^  ""^  Alnwick,"  there  is  an  entry 

Most  of  the  houses  appear  to  have  been  small  and  low  miiiv 

at  ,he  e„clu.nst,  and  included  all  above  si°v,oo„  yea™      a^e 
I  lie  term  seems  to  come  from  /,«.s7,„,,    Vii..I,,-,Snvn,      \    " 

^epriLtsrLi-^™^^'---^ 

ou  5  our  knejs  and  saye."t      Assuming  that  the  CZ!^ 

•  North.  Mem.,  IL,  p.  ]57,  j    r=t   v  ,    t^       , 

''         '•  t   ^at.  \  et.  Dunelni,  p.  195. 
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people  would  be  about  two-thirds  of  the  population,  wc  have 
therefore,  2,250  as  the  entire  ])opulation  of  Ahiwick  Parisli 
in  1545.  Since  then  three  hundred  and  twenty  years  have 
gone  by;  and,  during  that  long  period,  the  increase  has  been 
three  and  a  quarter  times,  giving  an  annual  increase  of  only 
sixteen  persons — a  very  slow  progress.  Relatively,  however, 
the  town  at  this  early  period  was  important ;  Gateshead  then 
had  only  1000;  Barnard  Castle,  1017;  :Morpeth,  1150;  the 
great  town  of  Sunderland,  which  now  numbers  68,000,  had 
then  only  1000  Jioicseling  people.  Some  places  now  insigni- 
ficant had  then  a  considerable  i)opulation ;  Widdrington  liad 
1020,  Warkworth  900,  and  Rothbury  also  900  Jioicseling 
people. 

A  few  roforences  tlioro  are  in  the  public  records  to  persons 
holding  property  iu  Alnwick  during  this  period.  Some  time 
prior  to  1400,  tlie  distinguished  family  of  Grey,  renowned  in 
early  times  for  its  warriors  and  in  more  recent  tnues  for  its  orators 
and  statesmen,  was  connected  with  Alnwick  b}'^  holding  property 
there,  consisting  of  two  tenouients  and  lifteen  acres  of  land,  of 
which  Sir  Thomas  Qvay  was  then  possessed.  lie  was  also  the 
owner  of  Wark  Castle  and  ^fanor,  of  Straidland,  of  messuages 
and  lands  lying  in  the  lields  of  Bamburp;-!!,  of  Hawkliill,  Middle- 
ton,  Ewortli,  Doddington,  Earl,  the  half  of  Eeaveley  Manor,  the 
third  part  of  Caldmerton,  of  Uowick,  lands  in  Kilhani,  Presson, 
and  messuages  in  Newcastle.  lie  was  cousin  of  Henry  Percy, 
son  of  the  renowned  Hotspur,  and  was  born  in  the  middle  gate 
of  Alnwiik  Castle,  on  the  iiOrh  of  Manh,  loSl,  and  was  baptized 
on  tlio  same  day  iu  Alnwick  Chunli,  swathed  in  a  scarlet  cloth 
and  wearing  round  his  waist  a  gilded  zone,  lie  rose  to  distinc- 
tion, and  was  trusted  ;  but  along  with  the  earl  of  Cambridge  and 
Lord  Scrope  he  conspired  against  his  sovereign,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  Edmund,  earl  of  INIarch,  to  the  throne.  The  conspirators 
were  executed  ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Grey's  head  was  placed  on  the 
tower  of  Newcastle  "to  be  a  spectacle  of  terror  to  all  beholders." 
The  Alnwick  property  afterwards  passed  to  Sir  William  Grey  in 
1422,  and  then  to  Sir  Ralph  Grey,  who,  in  14G.'J,  was  beheaded 
at  Doncaster  for  adherence  to  the  house  of  Lancaster.  Ilis  wife 
Jaquetta  held  the  Alnwick  property  in  1470. 

At  an  earlier  ]ieriod  still  the  Greys  obtained  Howick.  In  1289 
it  was  held  by  Robert  !Montalaunt  and  William  Ribaud;  but 
John  Montalaunt,  who  seems  to  have  been  the  son  of  Robert, 
took  part  with  the  Scots  rebels  against  his  own  country,  and  his 
estates  were  forfeited.  To  Sir  Tliomas  Grey,  who  was  a  distin- 
guished warrior  and  was  supposed  to  be  the  wi'iter  of  the  Scala 
Chronica,  Edward  II .  oranted  in  1  ;51 8  in  fee  one  hundred  and  eight 
acres  of  land  and  six  husbandlands  in  Ilowick,  in  the  barony  of 
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Alnwick,  and  the  vill  of  Ohovington,  which  holonged  to  John 
Mouutalauut,  lately  an  adhorcut  of  tlio  Scots.*  Theso  px-operties 
still  belong  to  tho  illustrious  liouse  of  Grroy. 

John  Wendout,  owner  of  tlio  manor  of  Hibhurne,  of  lands  in 
Newton  on  tho  Sea,  in  Earl,  East  iJitchburn,  and  Elliugham, 
had  in  1378  a  messuage  in  Alnwick,  which  descended  to  his  son, 
and  thence  to  Robert  Hib})urne  ;  it  was  in  14  i8  in  possession  of 
Agnes,  wife  of  Robert  Ilibburne. 

Alan  de  Strother  and  Alico  Syward  held  lands  in  Alnwick 
from  1372  to  1392. 

Sir  Alan  Hotton,  the  owner  of  Cliillingham  Castle  and  Manor, 
held  haK  a  tenement  in  Alnwick  in  1388;  and  Sir  Henry  de 
Hetton  had  twenty-four  acres  there  in  1399. 

Isabella,  wife  of  William  Swan,  owner  of  Little  Ryle  and  of 
lands  in  Snitter,  Rothbnry,  and  elsewliere,  had  in  1429  one  bur- 
gage in  Alnwiclc.  Sir  Ilenry  Fitz-Hugh,  who  had  i:)ossession3 
in  Longhurst  and  elsewhere,  had  in  1424  lands  in  Alnwick. 

From  the  names  handed  doAvn  of  owners  of  property  in 
Alnwick,  it  may  be  inferred  tliat  several  of  the  gentry  of  the 
district  lived  occasionally  in  Alnwick.  The  whole  country 
around  was  studded  over  with  landowners,  who,  from  the 
tenures  on  wliich  they  held  tlieir  estates  would  often  appear 
at  Alnwick,  to  take  part  in  the  defence  of  the  coimty,  and 
to  attend  the  manorial  courts.  Convenient  it  therefore  would 
be  for  them  to  have  residences  in  the  town  ;  which  indeed 
might  be  necessary,  since  from  the  frequent  inroads  of  the 
Scots  they  would  oftentimes  be  compelled  to  seek  the  shelter 
ami  ])r{)te{'tion  of  a  walled  town.f 

Of  buildings  still  remaining  in  tlie  town,  St.  Michael's 
Church,  the  Chantry  House  in  Walkergate,  and  one  dwelling- 
house  at  least,  are  as  old  as  tlie  fifteentli  century.  The 
charter  granted  by  Henry  VI.,  shews  that  the  church  was  in 

*  Cal.  Rot,  12  Edward  IL,  m.  12.,  and  Cal.  luq.,  No.  8. 

+  The  records  of  the  bai-onial  courts  furnish  the  earliest  information  of  the 
names  of  the  ordinary  inhabitants  of  the  town  ;  and  to  some  it  will  be  interesting 
to  give  those  which  appear  in  the  rolls  from  1474  to  1480.  John  Pattonson  de 
Clapot,  Alne  Ramsay  tynkler,  John  Alnewick,  Robert  Algud,  Robert  Alder, 
Thomas  Archer,  William  Atkinson,  William  Bolden,  Matthew  Bell,  John  Botman, 
John  Brown,  Richard  Belingham,  Chreastene  Bownes,  Edward  Browell,  George 
Begot,  John  and  Robert  Brandlinge,  John  Butyman,  Robert  Baxter,  John  Brad- 
ley, John  Clerk,  John  Crawford,  Arthur  de  Chatton,  Thomas  Creswell,  Thomas 
Davyson,  Robert  Draner,  George  Eland,  Richard  Eston,  Robert  Ellesden,  William 
Fresell,  William  Folberry,  George  Gibson,  George  Galon,  Robert  Gordon,  Thomas 
Heli,  Thomas  Hudson,  Robert  Hudham,  John  Inglice,  Thomas  Jamieson,  Patrick 
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FIG.  4-0 


a  ruinous  condition  in  14G-1,  and  liclps  to  fix  the  date  of  much 
of  the  Lite  perpendicular  work  seen  in  the  walls  and  tower. 
We  know  that  the  Cliantry  JTouse  was  huilt  a  year  or  two 
later  than  1448;  and  without  much  hc'sitation,  we  may  refer 
the  last  house  in  Eondgate^  adjoining  to  Narrowgate,  to  the 
early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  during  the  time  of  Henry 
Percy,  the  second  earl  of  Northumherland.  It  is  a  low 
building  of  two  stories,  with  thick  walls ;  within  are  beams 
of  oak,  and  a  hard  stone  stair  Avinds  to  the  upper  rooms  ;  but 
the  most  remarkable  feature  is  a  stone  panel  in  the  front  wall 
above  the  entrance,  on  which  is  carved  in  high  relief,  two 
Percy  badges  and  motto,  with  another 
heraldic  design — Fig.  40.  These  consist 
of  the  crescent,  on  which  is  the  motto 
Fspercm/ice,  and  of  a  Ii'o/i  rampant  he- 
tween  the  horns  of  the  crescent,  holding 
in  its  paws  a  shield  marked  with  two 
crosiers  placed  saliire,  or  crossways. 
Another  stone,  on  Avhich  is  a  shield  with 
the  Voscy  c7'oss  patonce,  is  built  into  the 
wall  of  the  passage  of  the  same  house. 
The  crosiers  point  to  the  abbot  of  Aln- 
wick Abbey  ;  and  the  combined  devices 
with  the  other  characters  of  the  house, 
lead  to  the  supposition  that  it  was  some 
dependency  of  the  abbey,  probably  an 
ancient  hostelry.  In  the  back  premises  of  the  same  house 
are  seen  a  fragment  of  a  slender  column  and  a  capital  of  the 
Early  English  style  of  architecture  ;  another  Vescy  shield  is 
built  into  the  front  wall  of  a  house  in  Narrowgate  ;  and  a 
richly  crocketed  door  head  of  the  decorated  style  does  service 
as  the  lintel  of  a  window  in  INIr.  Ileatley's  house  in  Bondgate; 
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Kirkewed,  George  ITalliday,  William  Lucas,  Richard  Makerell,  William  Mason, 
George  Milne,  George  Murton,  AVilliam  and  Thomas  Naddalj,  Thomas  Noblet, 
Thomas  Orjicth,  John  Neil,  Ilobeit  Porter,  Thomas  Paxon,  Robert  Potter,  Tliomas 
Stall,  Alan  Reed,  Tliomas  Richardson,  Jc/lm  Selbj',  William  Robyson,  William 
Richcster,  John  Stanton,  John  Strother,  John  Sclaier,  William  Spearman,  John 

Scharperton,  Robert  Smith,  Steynson,   Richard  Tliompson,  Robert  Tl»ew, 

Robert  Taliour,  John  Turnbull,  Thomas  Walker,  Michael  Watson,  Robert  Wil- 
kinson, Thomas  Watkyn,  Robert  Warwick,  Michael  Watson,  William  Wray, 
John  Gray,  John  Chamberhiin,  Thomas  Ilawortli,  Robert  Scott,  Robert  Tuggall, 
William  Thrap.  In  the  year  1501,  the  name  of  John  Alnewyck,  chaplain,  occurs. 
No  male  descendants  of  any  of  these  families,  except  that  of  Thcw,  are  now  living 
in  the  parish. 
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those  fragments  are  probably  spoils  taken  from  Alnwick 
Abbey  after  the  dissolution. 

Another  old  house  of  this  period,  only  recently  destroyed 
to  enlarge  tlie  White  Swan  Inn,  stood  on  the  north  side  of 
Bondgute,  not  fiir  from  the  tower  ;  possessing  the  characters 
of  a  pele  of  the  border  land,  it  must  have  been  one  of  the 
most  important  houses  in  the  town.  Two  stories  it  had,  with 
Avails  of  immense  thickness,  the  under  storey  being  vaulted 
with  stone,  and  the  entrance  being  by  a  low  door-way  with  a 
pointed  arch;  long  narrow  openings  passed  diagonally  through 
the  thick  walls,  more  like  loop  holes  through  which  to  annoy 
an  enemy  than  windows  to  admit  light;  but  larger  mullioned 
windows  were  in  the  upper  storey.  Some  important  person- 
age lived  in  this  pele  house  in  the  days  of  yore — some  warrior 
perhaps,  ready  to  defend  himself  and  the  town  against  Scot- 
tish foes. 

Important  it  is  to  notice  the  additional  evidence  of  the 
burgesses  being  an  incorporate  body ;  for  at  a  subsequent 
period,  attempts  were  Tnade  to  rob  the  town  of  this  char- 
acter. During  the  time  of  the  De  Vescys,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  burgesses  had  a  common  seal,  and  in  their  corporate 
capacity  held  lands ;  in  1474,  under  their  common  seal, 
they  appoint  collectors  of  money  for  the  Availing  of  the 
town;  and  the  charter  of  Henry  VI.  recognises  them  as  a 
corporation,  charged  Avith  im])ortant  ])ublic  duties. 

In  the  iiftcenth  century  the  commerce  of  the  town  Avas 
considerable  ;  the  merchants  Avere  even  cxjiorters  of  the 
produce  of  the  district,  and  traded  to  distant  places.  The 
crafts,  mysteries,  and  fellowships  had  become  incorporated 
into  several  guilds,  Avhose  records  go  back  into  the  sixteenth 
century  ;  and,  indeed,  some  of  them,  dated  1620,  profess  to 
be  copies  of  ancient  orders.  The  preamble  to  those  of  the 
cordiners  (shoemakers)  in  1645,  assigns  a  reason  Avhy  such 
earlier  records  Avere  not  then  in  existence. 

"The  Auncient  orders  Institutions  and  Decrees  of  our  Prede- 
cessors, which  for  the  due  regulateing  and  orderinge  of  this 
Fraternity  of  Cordiners,  Avithiu  the  Burrough  of  AhiAvieke,  were 
by  tliem  Instituted,  ordered,  and  published  in  writing  under  tlieir 
hands  :  And  of  late  by  tlie  distraction  and  malignancy  of  tlie 
tymes,  which  tlie  unnatural  warres  and  Inhunianitie,  Plundering 
of  our  liabitationes  and  Towne  Chambers,  liave  been  embezzled, 
Lost  and  destroyed,  are  by  vs  the  Alderman,  Assistants,  and 
whole  Society  of  the  aforesaid  Fraternity,  Eecollected,  Revised, 
and  Kepublished." 

o,- 
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The  goods  exported,  us  evidenced  Ly  the  charter  of  Henry 
VI.,  arc  such  as  we  might  expect  from  the  state  of  the  district.  ■ 

Little  land  was  under  the  plougli,  but  North  Northumberland  \ 

presented  broad  pastures  and  wild  moor-lands,  on  which  grazed 
large  numbers  of  sheep  and  cattle,  and  lience  there  were 
no  exports  of  corn.  Indeed,  the  corn  raised  was  inadequate 
for  the  wants  of  the  district,  and  sup[)lies  had  to  be  imported. 
Henry  Percy  obtained,  in  141;^,  a  license  to  carry  corn,  oats, 
beans,  and  peas  from  Lincoln  and  Norfolk  to  Berwick  ;*  and 
there  seems  to  have  been  a  necessity  to  import  corn  into  the 
county  even  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  In  a  letter  from 
Lawson  to  the  king  in   1533,  he  states  that  seven  Scottish  I 

ships  of  war  had  sailed  out  of  Scotland  to  capture  shi])S  laden 
with  corn  for  Berwick,  and  he  b(?seeches  him  "  to  save  the 
little  sliips,"  by  giving  warning  along  the  coast,  that  the 
victuallers  may  take  refuge  in  safe  harbours.     Part  of  the  ; 

corn  was  ready,  he  says,  to  be  sent  to  Ai/lonoiith  and  Holy  | 

Island.     Such,  however,  was  the  wretched  condition  of  the  ^ 

navy  of  England,  tliat  these  war  ships  of  Scotland  were  rm-  5 

opposed,  and  swept  tlie  seas  from  the  llumber  to  the  Tweed,  | 

capturing  thirty  of  the  English  vessels,  laden  Avith  corn  and  % 

other  goods. t  Wool,  wool-fels,  hides,  fi.sli,  and  coal  were 
the  exports  of  the  merchants  of  Alnwick  from  Alnmouth. 

As  coals  were  then  exported,  we  may  infer  that  they  were 
worked  more  extensively  in  the  district  than  at  the  present  -i!  •] 

time.     Coals  we  know  were  worked  in  Aln\vick  Moor  by  the  '  ^  ' 

burgesses  in  (he  sixtetMith  and  se\enteenth  centuries,  and  in 
tlie  early  half  of  tlie  eigliteenth  cent\iry  ;  but  more  for  home 
consumption  than  export.     Hall  and  Humberstou's  Survey  | 

of  the  liarony  of  Alnwick  in  15G9  indicates  the  places  where  i    j 

they  were  mined.     William   Grey,  it  says,  holds   all  mines  V  j 

and  coal-pits  in   the  fields  of  lUlton  aiul  in  the  manor  of  1   j 

Alnwick,  with  free  passage   to  Aylemouth,  for   the   term  of  I   ! 

sixty  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £4  14s.  Od.+  j 

The  connection  between  the  town  of  Alnwick  and  its  port  .     ,   '■ 

Alnmouth  is  interestingly   shewn  by  a   document  preserved  ;  ] 

I 

•  Rot.  Scot.,  p.  161.  t  State  Papers. 

J  In  1239,  Henry  III.  granted  a  charter  to  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle  to  dig 

coals  in  the  Castle  Field  and  in  the  Forth.     In  November,  1384,  Richard  II.  t 

gave  license  to  John  de  Nevill  to  dig  for  sea  coals  {Carbonibtis  Maritimis)  if  they 

can  be  f  jund,  in  the  king's  demesne  of  Baniburgh  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  of 

the  castle,  and  for  sale.     The  name  sia  coals  was  given,  because  when  exported 

they  were  sent  by  sea,  ,    U 

■  VM. 
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among  the  corporation  muniments,  in  wliich  tlie  burgesses 
agree  to  make  a  weir  or  haven  at  Abimouth,  and  the  earl  of 
Northumberland  covenants  to  supply  wood  for  tlic  purpose, 

"Thia  Indenture  maide  the  fyvth.  Daie  of  Duceinlior  in  tho  xxith  ycrfj  of 
tlie  reign  of  ouro  iSo\-eraii,'n  Lorde  Kyniro  Henry  the  cif^lit,  Jietwixt  niaisttr 
Thomus  franke  (Jlarke,  JJachelcro  of  lawo  and  siu-vciourc  uf  all  the  Lmds  of 
the  ryglit  nohle  erlo  of  Northumberland  of  the  one  partie,  And  Cleorgo 
Clarkson,  AV^illiam  IJedn/dl,  niorcliands,  Jolm  Graio,  George  Watson,  Edward 
Thomson,  AVilliam  Anderson,  IJurgrsses  of  the  town  of  Alnewj'ke,  with  all 
otlier  eoburgges  of  tlie  tju-id  town  in  tlie  lewe  and  name  of  thoyni  selfe  and  all 
other  eohurge.sse.s  oi'  the  said  town  of  the  other  partie,  "Witne.ssy.s  that  it  agreiil 
and  eonveiiantyth  lirtwyno  the  .said  ])artie.s  in  nianere  and  forme  folow yuLie ; 
First,  the  seid  Ijiirgcsses  of  the  .seid  town  1  ).jlh  (•on\X'iiand  and  grant  that  tliey 
of  their  own  propere  eost.s  and  char^-o  shall  make  a  weyre  or  a  havyn  at  the 
town  of  AiUnoonth,  so  that  the  seid  rhdo  or  his  A>;,sigiieys  do  deliver  tlievni 
euflieient  Avodde  for  llic  same,  And  also  that  the  seid  Krlys  Tenints  make 
cariage  of  the  seid  wodde  as  they  have  ])romysed.  And  for  this  havyn  thus 
to  he  maide  at  thcr  eosts  and  ehargis  the  seid  Thomas  Frankc  eo\-enands  and 
grantis  of  tlie  seid  Erles  behalf  the  assignement  of  sexe  oko  tre»3S  and  of  other 
Kamell  *  snilieyent  for  the  seid  warke  to  be  felled  and  hewyn  at  the  costs  and 
charges  of  Ww  seid  l>urgesse,s.  And  this  the  said  sarveyor  of  the  iKjhalf  vt'  tlie 
seid  lorde  and  nieister  eonwnands  and  gi-antith  that  the  seid  Erie  shall  imnio- 
<liat4.'ly  after  tlio  makynge  of  the  seid  hav<^n  or  k<>ey  contbiino  and  gnuit  niito 
the  s;iid  Burgisses  by  his  AVryttynge  nnder  his  Seale  of  Armys  all  sueh  liber- 
ties as  his  iiohlo  Anncestours  hath  afnretymc  givyn  nnto  the  Burgesses  of  the 
eeid  'J'own  of  Alnewyke  and  Ailemoiiih.  in  witness  wliereof,  both  the  parties 
above  seid  to  either  partie  of  the  seid  Indenture  enti;rehangeably  hath  srllc 
thei'  sealls  the  dale  and  yere  above  seid. 

per  nie,  Thomas  Fuankk,  S." 

Alninonth  is  thus  so  closely  linked  with  Alnwick,  that  we 
may  give  a  brief  abstr;ict  of  the  surveys,  made  at  this  period, 
rehitiiig  io  it.  I'^roni  the  Conqui'st,  it  h;ul  been  a  manor  of 
the  barony  of  Abnviek.  In  loGD,  most  of  tlic  property  Avas 
held  under  burgage  tenure;  ;md  oi'  these  burgages  there  were 
sixty-one,  all,  excepting  two,  of  moderate  extent.  The  follow- 
ing example  shews  the  nature  of  the  tenure  and  the  usual 
extent  of  the  bur^raoe  : — 

"  Thomas  Danud,  senior,  liolds  one  burgage  and  one  sell  on  e  | 
of  land,  lying  between  the  burgage  of  Richard  Olorkson  on  the 
soutli  part,  and  tlie  burgage  of  liobort  Pyno  on  the  north  part, 
which  same  burgage  the  said  Thomas  liolds  of  the  c-liief  lord  of 
the  fee,  by  service  thence  duo  and  of  right  accustomed  fi)r  ever, 
and  renders  thence  yearly  at  the  feast  of  ]\tartinmas  and  Pente- 
cost in  equal  }iortious  6d."  The  rents  varied  from  Od.  to  2s.  6d. 
yearly.     Tlie  two  larger  burgages  are  the  folloA\'ing  :  — 

"  Eichard  IMidlam  holds  one  tenement  and  certain  lands  and 
burgages,  and  renders  thence  yearly,  19s.  Id. 

•    Boughs,  branches,  or  lops  of  trees,  from  ramailcs,  Norman-French. 
I   A  ridge  of  laiul,  nsually  less  than  an  acre. 
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Tlie  heirs  of  Richard  Clerkson.  hokl  one  tenement  and  GO  acres 
of  land  called  Chalford's  Lands,  one  croft  called  Baker's  Croft, 
one  close  called  Close  Ilill,  one  watery  bog-  called  Howie  Kyll, 
one  burgage  in  Aylcmouth,  and  certain  lands  in  tlie  town  and 
fields  of  Aylemouth,  and  render  thence  yearly,  253.  lOd." 

There  appear  to  have  been  only  two  copyholds  ;  Eoger 
Harryson  held  10  acres  of  land  lying  in  tlie  ti(jlds  of  Lesbury, 
accoi'ding  to  the  custom  of  the  Cuckermouth  Rfanor,  paying  lOs. 
yearly ;  George  Clerkson  held  one  tenement  and  GO  aci'cs  of  land 
and  meadow  in  the  town  and  fields  of  Aylemouth,  on  the  same 
tenure,  the  rent  being  GOs. 

John  Hudson  then  had  the  warren  extending  from  Ilowick 
Burn  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Ayle  at  a  rent  of  40s.  The  total  eiim 
produced  by  this  manor  to  the  lord  of  the  fee  was  £0  Ms.  Ud. 

The  church  at  this  period  was  standing  nearly  entire  "upon 
the  south  ])avt  of  the  borough,  on  a  Avater  bank  nigh  to  tlie 
haven,  with  a  chureh-yard  ;"  it  was  covered  with  lead. 
Prior  to  the  reformation,  it  belonged  to  Alnwick  Abbey  and 
was  served  by  three  priests  and  one  clerk  ;  two  of  them,  the 
master  and  his  fellow,  otherwise  named  the  vicar  and  his 
fellow,  had  their  living  from  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Aln- 
wick ;  and  as  part  of  his  living,  the  vicar  had  two  tenements 
in  Alnmouth,  with  land  appertaining,  Avliicli  belonged  to  tlie 
Alnwick  Abbey,  and  also  diverse  burgages  in  Aln month, 
with  all  manner  of  tithes  of  the  town,  the  tithe  tish  of  his 
own  coble,  and  the  tithe  fish  of  all  the  rest  of  the  cobles. 
The  third  priest  and  the  clerk  were  maintained  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  liut  after  the  reformation,  there  was 
only  one  stipendiary  priest,  R(jger  Spence,  who  had  the  ])etty 
tithes  of  the  town,  and  a  stipend  of  46s.  8d. ;  the  tithes  of 
the  fish  taken  with  cobles  on  the  sea  Avere  leased  to  Sir 
Cuthbert  RatclyfF,  at  a  rental  of  £6  13s.  4d.,  and  of  salmon 
taken  in  the  Aln  at  10s.  yearly.  The  clerk  for  wages 
had  4d.  from  every  fire-house,  but  "  not  avcU  paid,"  and 
producing  less  than  53s.  4d.  yearly.  At  the  Chancellor's 
Visitation  held  at  Alnwick  on  the  29th  of  June,  1577,  lloger 
Simpson  appeared  as  the  curate  of  Ailemoutli  Church,  and 
Edward  Spence  as  parish  clerk.  It  was  therefore  feared, 
that  after  his  death,  there  would  be  no  priest  of  any  under- 
standing or  knowledge,  who  Avill  take  upon  him  the  cure; 
and  all  for  lack  of  living.  "Even  so,"  thus  runs  the  record, 
*'  the  churche  shall  decaye,  and  the  inhabitants  there  be 
brought  to  nothinge  and  in  the  end  the  town  wast,  which 
plague  God  avoyd."  Notwithstanding  this  prophetic  Avarn- 
ing,  the  church   went   to  ruin  ;  in   IGIO,  there   was  neither 
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bible,  homilies,  surplice,  nor  pulpit;  nnd  the  body  of  the 
iapel  was  iu  decay  ;  aud  its  utter  ru.u  j..  -;)-;;  Y 
^vautou  spollatlou ;  Johu  Carr,  ^eutleuiau,  Ralph  Can  ,  Gentle- 
man and  Edward  Sbephevd  were  presented  at  the  Arch- 
deacon's Court  a  little  after  the  restoratu)u  ior  taking  away 
the  leads,  the  bells,  and  stones  Irom  Ahnnoutli  C^hurdu 
After  this  it  stood  a  roofless  ruin,  near  the  edge  of  a  chfF 
a'^inst  whicli  the  high  tides  and  stormy  waves,  break- 
ino-  with  violence,  carried  away  portions  time  aitcr  time,  till 
tbe  worn  and  wasted  walls,  tot  term  g  on  the  ^>^;"1^ '  -[j^^ 
blown  down  by  a  great  gale  on  the  f2oth  of  Deceinber,  iSOb. 
The  church  was  in  the  form  of  a  cross  ;  m  '  Grose  sAntupa- 
ties  "  there  is  a  drawing  of  it  as  it  appeared  in  177&.  _ 

The  changes  in  Alnwick  Castle  during  these  two  centuries 
M-ere  fcnv  and  uimnportant.  Under  the  hrst  and  second 
Barons  Percy,  it  had  attained  its  highest  develoiunent  as  a 
lace  of  defence;  and  up  to  the  end  of  tins  period  it  was 
kept  in  the  same  character,  being  httle  used  as  an  ordinary 
residenc.^  but  generally  garrisoned  by  soldiers,  It  was  only 
when  the  baron  was  of  a  warlike  disposition  or  compeUed 
bv  his  office  as  warden,  that  he  dwelt  la  the  halls  ot  Alnwick 
f4stle  amidst  his  armed  Xorthumhnan  vassals. 

The  wer  part  of  the  Curtain  Wall  north  of  the  l^ub,ean 
is  supposed  to  have  been  built  in  the  middle  of  the  h  teenth 
century,  as  the  string  course  of  masonry  corresponds  with 
one  in  the  south  wall  of  Alnwick  Church 

Of  the  state  of  the  castle  and  barony  during  the  sixteenth 
century,  there  is  full  Information  iVom  surveys ;  one  was 
made  by  Ihdlysys  and  others  in  1538;  one  by  Ilall  and 
il  mberstou  in  1^507;  one  by  Clarkson  in  15(i<.);  and  another 
by  Mason  a  little  after  1000.  From  these  surveys  but  more 
specially  from  Hall's  and  from  Clarkson's,  I  give  the  follow- 
inl  condensed  account,  preserving  to  a  certain  extent  the 
quaint  phraseology  of  the  original  descriptions  :- 

Alnwick  Castle  is  a  very  goodly  house-very  ancient,  large 
beauHiul,  raid  portly,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  the  nver  Alu 
ixnm  a  little  Mote.  It  is  well  built  of  stone,  and  is  of  great 
reint;  but  neither  of  it.elf,  nov  from  f  ^^naUon  oi  any 
stieTth  but  for  the  manner  of  .the  wars  ot  that  country  ;  and 
otherwise  not  able  to  abide  the  force  of  any  shot  or  to  hold  out 

•  St  Waleric  to  whom  the  church  was  cknlicated.  ^vas  the  first  abbot  of  the 
n,onas.ery  of  St.  Waleric  in  Picar.ly,  ami  did  l)ecen,ber  U.G^.  ^^  iUiam  the 
Conqueror  jrave  to  this  abbey  huuls  in  the  vill  of  Takeleve.     Cal.  Gen..  I.,  p.  J. 
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any  timo  if  assaulted.  The  circuit  of  tlie  walls  is  376  yards. 
There  are  three  principal  wards — {Plate  IV. y  A.,  B.,  C.)  In 
the  Outer  Ward  where  tlie  entry  is  fi'um  the  toAvn,  tliere  is  a 
fair  gate  house — the  Barbican — covered  with  lead,  with  two  pair 
of  wood  gates,  and  on  either  side  is  a  Porter's  Lodge  two  stories 
high,  hut  ruinous  and  in  deca}- ;  without  tlus  gate  is  a  fair 
turnpike,  douhle-hattled  about,  Avitli  a  pair  of  wood  gates  in  its 
outermost  part ;  between  the  Barbican  and  tliis  turnpike  there 
are  a  ditch  and  a  draw-bridge;  but  in  1538  the  draw-bridge 
required  to  be  new  made,  and  in  1567  the  ditch  was  tilled  up 
and  paved.  Nortliward  of  tlie  Barbican,  in  the  Curtain  AVall,  is 
a  turret  covered  with  stone,  two  stories  high  ('2);  and  at  tlie  north- 
west corner  of  this  wall  stands  the  Abbot's  Tower,  of  three  stories 
high  (3);  from  this  the  Curtain  Wall  runs  eastAvard  and  joins 
the  Donjon  or  Keep;  and  between  the  tower  and  Donjon  are 
two  little  garretts  (4,  5).*''- 

FiG.  4  1 
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Soiithward  of  the  Barbican,  the  Curtain  Wall  extends  to  the 
corner,  and  in  the  middle  between  tliem  is  one  garrett  on  tlie 
wall.  The  Curtain  Wall  turns  eastward  from  this  corner  tower, 
and  between  it  and  the  middle  gate  luuise  is  the  Auditor's  Tower, 
of  three  stories  height  ( 1 3).  TJie  Checker  House  stands  on  the  left 
hand  side  of  the  Barbican,  within  tlie  Avails,  two  stories  high,  the 


These  were  suLsequtr.tly  called  the  Falconer's  nvul  Annouver's  Towers. 
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upper  being  used  as  a  court  liouse  (18) ;  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Barhiccin  is  a  house  fur  a  staLlo  two  stories  high  (16)  ;  and 
another  staLlo  stands  between  the  gates  east  and  west  (14).  The 
gate  liouse  tower  iov  the  middle  gate  is  of  tlu'eo  and  in  some 
parts  four  stories  lieight;  on  the  left  hand  is  a  strong  prison  and 
on  the  right  a  Porter's  Lodge  ;  the  stories  above  contain  hall, 
kitchen,  buttery,  pantry,  and  lodgings  for  a  constable  or  other 
gentlemen  to  keep  liouse  in  (11). 

From  this  middle  gate  house  the  Cm-tain  Wall  goeth  eastward 
to  the  Gardener's  Tower,  which  is  three  parts  round,  of  three 
stories  height,  but  not  higher  than  thu  battlement  of  the  Curtain 
Wall  (9) ;  between  tliis  toAver  and  the  middle  gate  are  two  little 
garretts  in  the  wall.  From  this  round  corner  tower,  the  wall 
turns  to  the  north-west,  to  the  Eavine  Tower,  which  is  three 
stories  high  and  three  parts  round,  but  now  so  rent  as  to  be  ready 
to  lall  (8j.  Further  north- westAvard  is  the  Constable's  Tower, 
three  stories  high  and  three  parts  round  (7}  ;  and  in  the  north- 
west corner  stands  the  Postern  Tower,  tlu'oe  stories  high  and  with 
agarrett  in  the  north-west  corner  raised  above  its  battlement  (6). 
Within  this  inner  curtain  or  bailey,  between  the  middle  gate 
and  the  garrott  east  of  it,  is  a  house  on  the  Curtain  Wall  three 
stories  high,  ])artly  used  as  a  stable  ;  and  on  the  east  end  of  it  a 
little  house,  A^ithin  Avliich  is  a  one  horse-miln,  now  in  decay  (10). 
A  little  from  this  Avas  another  house,  used  only  for  keoj^ing  Iuia'. 

Nigh  to  the  Curtain  AVall,  between  the  Constable's  and  the 
iLaviue  Towers,  is  built  one  fair  chapel,  the  Avails  of  wliich  are  21 
feet  high,  the  length  ,')7  feet,  and  the  breadth  21  feet  (12).  Before 
the  chapel  door  is  a  conduit  set  Avith  stone  and  a  chest  of  lead, 
and  to  this  cistern  a  goodly  coiu-se  of  trim  and  sweet  water 
cojuuth  in  leaden  ])i])es  from  llowlinge  AVell  (19). 

The  BroAvhouse  is  between  the  Constable's  and  Postern  Towers; 
the  Bakehouse  joins  the  Postern  Tower;  and  joined  to  that  is  a 
slaughter  house ;  and  joining  these  on  the  west  side  is  ihe  site 
of  the  Chantry  House,  of  Avliich  nothing  is  noAV  left  but  one  wall. 

The  Donjon  or  Keep  is  set  of  a  little  mote  made  with  men's 
hands,  and  for  the  most  part,  as  if  it  were  square,  the  circuit 
being  225  yards  ;  "it  is  a  fair  and  pathe  building,"  with  seven 
round  towers  and  four  garretts.  Between  the  garretts  are  lodg- 
ings. The  gate  house  is  of  two  towers,  four  stories  high,  and  is 
a  stately  building.  The  other  toAvers  are  all  three  stories  liigh 
and  covered  AAdth  lead.  Pound  the  Donjon  is  a  trim  walk  and 
a  fair  prospect.  Within  it  is  the  hall,  chambers,  and  all  other 
manner  of  lunises  and  offices  for  the  lord  and  Ids  train.  The 
south  side  thereof  serves  for  the  lords'  and  ladies'  lodgings ;  and 
underneath  tliem  are  the  prison,  the  porter's  lodge,  and  wine 
cellars,  Avith  skullery.  The  west  side  is  for  chambers  and  Avard- 
robe.  On  the  cast  side  are  the  hall,  kitchen,  chambers,  and 
pantry;    and  underneath  the  hall  is  a  marvellous  fair  vault, 
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wliicli  is  the  buttery.  TJndernifrh  the  kitchen  is  the  larder,  and 
at  tiie  end  of  tlie  buttery  is  a  draw-well,  which  for  a  long  time 
lias  not  been  used.  Within  the  Donjon  is  a  proper  little  courten 
for  the  most  part  square  and  well  paved  with  stone.  On  tlio 
west  si:Ie  of  the  Donjon  is  raised  a  little  square  tower,  called  the 
"Watch  Tower,  where  lies  a  watchman  witli  a  beacon  to  bo  set  or 
hung. 

In  1537  there  were  in  the  castle  180  bows,  410  bills,  12  sheafs 
of  arrows,  and  10  pieces  of  old  ordnance,  &c.  There  was  also  at 
tliis  period  a  Friar's  Tower  which  was  then  rent,  but  its  situation 
is  now  indeterminable. 

There  is  a  reference  to  the  chapel  of  Alnwick  Castle  in  the 
following  extract  from  records  of  the  priory  of  Coldinghani, 

"17  June,  1465,  Andrew,  bishop  of  Glasgow,  Archibald,  abbot 
of  ITolyrood  House,  'Mv.  Janios  Lindsay,  keeper  of  the  Privy 
Seal,  and  James  Lord  Livingstone  as  ambassadors  had  come  to 
AlnA\ack  to  treat  -udth  the  commissioners  of  the  king  of  England 
concerning  peace  between  the  realms,  and  William  Layborn,  the 
papal  nuncio,  shewed  tliem  there  a  citation  against  Patrick  and  \ 

John  Home,  two  canons  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Dunbar,  j' 

who  had  intruded  themselves  into  Coldingham  Priory  contrary  I 

to  John  Pencher,  but  which  they  dared  not  execute  in  Scotland  ^ 

owing  to  the  influence  of  the  intruders'   kinsman  Lord  Home.  | 

This  citation  he  exliibited  to  the  Scottish  embassy — "  in  vestibule 
juxta  altare  infra  magnam  capellam  in  Castello  de  Alnwick  pre- 
dicto  situatum" — in  the  porch  near  the  altar  beneath  the  great 
chapel  in  the  castle  of  Alnwick,  in  presence  of  John  Neville,  earl 
of  Northuniborlund,  Lord  ]\[ontaguo,  \\arden  of  the  East  and 
^Middle  Marches,  and  others." 

Though  not  residing  much  at  Alnwick,  the  carls  of  North- 
umberland kept  up  a  stately  official  establishment  for  the 
management  of  the  barony.     In  the  surveys  made  near  the  ' 

close  of  the  period,  much  curious  information  is  gi\en  on  this 
subject.  Notwitlistanding  the  increase  of  the  king's  prero- 
gative and  the  gradual  growth  of  the  power  of  the  commons, 
these  great  northern  barons  affected  the  state  of  petty  kings, 
and  seem,  indeed,  still  to  have  exercised  a  kind  of  regal  autlior- 
ity.  In  Hall's  Survey,  made  in  15(37,  the  officers  belonging 
to  the  "  Castell  of  Alnewyke"  are  said  to  be 

7 he  Conslahle,  the  highest,  who  has  charge  and  custod}'  of  the 
castle,  and  command  over  the  other  officers  in  the  absence  of  the 
lord  ;  he  occupied  the  "  constable's  lodging"  and  had  for  his  fee 
yearly  £20  :  77ie  Porter^  Avho  had  the  custody  of  the  gate  of  the 
Outer  AVard  and  the  custody  of  prisoners  ;  his  yearly  fee  was 
100s.  :      J'he  Caatle-cjreave,  who  attached  all  ofleudors  either  for 
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trespass,  debt,  or  otherwise,  by  commandmont,  and  who  saw  them 
safely  conveyed  to  ward,  until  delivered  by  order  of  law  ;  and 
his  fee  was  50s.  8d.  :  2'Ae  Receiver  and  Auditor,  who  kept  audit 
in  a  house  called  the  Exchequer  ;  his  yearly  foe  was  £10  :  The 
Feodary,  who  looked  to  all  the  wards  after  the  death  of  their 
ancestors  and  who  kept  "substantial  records"  for  preservation 
of  the  services  due  from  manors;  his  yearly  fee  was  lOOs. :  A 
Learned  Steivart,  to  adiiiiutt-r  justice,  whose  yearly  fee  was  £7: 
The  Clerh  of  the  Courts,  who  kept  the  lord's  court,  engrossed  the 
rolls,  and  took  care  of  the  records;  his  yearly  foe  was  £6  Gs.  8d.; 
The  Foreign  Bailiff,  who  collected  the  castle  ward  and  cornago 
money  of  the  barony  and  warned  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  to 
attend  upon  the  lord  or  his  deputy  ;  his  yearly  fee  Avas  60s.  8d. 

The  following  were  othcers  at  this  time : — Nicholas  Forstor, 
constable  of  the  castle;  Richard  Hakko,  porter;  George  Metcalf, 
receiver  and  feodary  of  the  barony ;  Gfawin  Salkeld,  bailiif  of 
Alnwick ;  Thomas  Bates,  chief  steward  of  the  barony ;  George 
Clarkson,  clerk  of  the  courts;  Thomas  Frenche,  foreign  bailiif; 
William  Grey,  baihtf  of  the  castle  ;  Odnell  Selby,  keeper  of  Iloln 
Park;  Christopher  Armorer  and  Ingram  Saukeld,  keepers  of 
West  Park;  John  Gallon  and  Hugh  Selby,  keepers  of  Cfiwledge 
Park. 

To  the  barony  at  this  time  belonged  in  demesne,  according  to 
the  same  survey,  the  town  and  borough  of  Aylemouth,  the  towns 
of  Denwyke,  Bylton,  Lesbury,  TToughton  Magna,  Houghton 
Parva,  Shylbottell,  Guysons,  Puglee,  Pennyngton,  South  Charle- 
ton,  Nt)rth  Charloton,  Preston,  Tughall,  Swynnow,  Nowham, 
Lucker,  Lyham,  Chatton,  Fawdon,  Aylnoham,  Awkehyll,  New- 
ton-Super-Murani,  Newton-Super-Maro,  Ilausand,  Moryke,  Est 
Chovyngt(jn,  Howick,  Pooke,  Fallowden,  and  Brunton.  But 
thougli  all  those  places  M'ore  members  of  the  barony,  many  of 
them  Avere  not  in  the  ])ossossion  of  the  baron,  for  they  had  been 
"freely  of  ancient  time"  granted.  The  following  towns  rendered 
service  to  the  barony  and  were  for  the  most  part  held  by  knights' 
service  and  by  payment  of  castle  ward  rent  and  cornage,  viz.  : — 
Iloppen,  Edderston,  Spondelston,  Budoll,  Elwyke,  Doddyngton, 
Nesbitt,  Horton,  Ilesselrigge,  Lyham,  Fowberry,  Wetwood,  Cald- 
merton,  Yardell,  Ingram,  Pyvell,  Hartsyde,  Predyke,  Chrymon- 
don,  Byttlesden,  Clenell,  Nedorton,  Borowden,  AUenton,  Hutton, 
Ambell,  Sharperton,  Thurnam,  Scrynewood,  Ilakeley,  ChelljTig- 
ham,  Eworth,  and  Hybborne. 

Two  parks  at  this  time  belonged  to  the  castle — one  Holn  Park 
on  the  west  side,  witliin  a  mile  of  tho  castle,  well  replenished 
with  fallow  Deer,  and  well  set  with  underwoods  for  cover 
and  preservation  of  tho  deer,  and  having  tho  Ayne  running 
through  it,  is  very  stately  park-like  groxmd ;  it  is  for  the  most 
part  enclosed  with  a  stone  wall  twenty  miles  in  comjiass  ;  for  this 
park  there  are  two  keepers  of  the  deer,  whoso  yearly  fee  each  is 

2l 
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Total         ..      1912 
In  Iiis  otlier  parks  in  Yorksliire  and  Cumberland 

there  wore  of  Ftillow  and  Eed  ]Joer,  . .     3659 


*   Hist,  and  Antiq.  of  North.,  II.,  p.  159. 

t  Ibid,  p.  IGO.     Of  the  baronial  courts  1  shall  give  a  more  particular  account 
in  a  subsequent  chapter. 


603.  8d.     Tlie  other  (College)  Oawledgo  Park  was  soxtthward  of  ^ 

Alnwick,  and  ^vi^3  in  compass  six  miles  and  jiartly  enclosed  with  y 

a  palo  which  is  in  great  decay,  and  Ixenco  there  is  no  great  plenty 
of  doer ;  there  are  two  keepers  each  with  a  fee  yearly  of  60s.  8d, 
Thoro  were  three  other  deer  parks  belonging  to  tlie  earl  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland.  An  account  taken  in  1512  of  the 
Deer  in  the  Parks  and  Forests  of  the  North  belonging  to  the 
Earl,  gives  the  follo-\ving  particulars  :  — 

In  Holu  Park  there  were  of  Fallow  Deer,         . .       879 
Cawledge  Park  Ditto,  .  .        586 

Wark worth  Park  Ditto,  . .        150 

Acklington  Park  Ditto,  ..        1-14  *. 

Eothbury  Forest,  Red  Deer,  . .  . .        153 


Total         ..     5571 
This  largo  .number  is  exclusive  of  the  deer  which  the  earl  had 
in  his  parks  in  Sussex  and  other  places  in  the  south  of  England. 

During  the  fifteenth  century  the  baronial  courts  were  in 
their  glory.  "  The  cliief  lord  of  the  fee  "  says  T/ie  Bed 
Book  of  Ahiwick,  "was  thoroughly  answered  of  all  profits,  J  . 

esclicats,  and  other  causalities  due  to  him  with  his  rents  at 
terms  accustomed  duely  paid,  and  his  officers  every  one  in 
their  office  feared  and  obeyed  ;  so  tluit  in  time  of  service 
Avhere  was  tliere  in  all  the  county  one  gentleman  of  honour  ' 

or  worslii]),  that  had  such  a  comjiany  of  gentlemen  and  good  ;    i 

servitors  as  the  chief  constable  of  the  said  castle  and  barony  ;     \ 

of  Alnwick,"*     According  to  Clarkson's  Survey  a  singular  l 

power  was  exercised  by  this  court ;  for  from  ancient  time  it  S   \ 

a])pointcd  certain  persons  to  keep  good  houses  to  serve  travel-  \   ^ 

lers  and  also  inhabitcrs  in  the  town  requiring  lodging,  meat,  !   j 

and  drink,  and  also  stabling  and  horse-meat,  no  other  persons 
being  allowed  to  provide  a  ibast  for  payment.    This  monopoly,  [  • 

however,   Avas  broken   up   in  Queen    Elizabeth's  reign,   for  1  '■ 

Clarkson  complains  that  now  the  inhabitants  have  begun  to 
make  bridals,  and  church  dinners  when  tlieir  wives  were 
churched,  and  to  take  payment  for  the  same.f 
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I  shall  now  give  a  particular  account  of  the  names  of  the 
holders  of  property  in  Alnwick  and  of  the  tenures  hy  which 
it  was  held,  as  contained  in  the  valuable  survey  of  the  barony 
of  Alnwick  made  by  Hall  and  Ilumberston  on  the  ITtli  of 
May,  1561),  Avlion  the  barony  was  in  tlie  possession  of  Queen 
I'llizabeth.     This  survey  is  among  the  public  records. 

First  we  have  the  rents  of  the  free  burgesses  within  the 
toivn  of  Alnwick.  Under  the  first  name  I  give  in  full  the 
description  of  the  tenure;  all  the  others  following  under  this 
head  held  under  the  same  tenure,  but  the  particulars  are  not 
repeated. 

Ti.  Ogle  holds  one  lim-gagc  in  the  to^\TL  of  Alnwielr,  witli  appurtenances, 
which  ho  holds  frCL-ly  hy  charter  in  free  socage,  hy  service  ol'  suit  of  court, 
and  renders  thence  yearly,  at  the  feasts  of  Pentecost  and  Saint  ^Martin  in 
wnnter,  hy  eciual  payments,*  8d. ;  N.  Walhy,  as  ahove,  7d.;  William  Orey,  Gd.; 
William  Grey,  8d. ;  Henry  iSwinhowo,  7d. ;  AVilliara  Grey,  Jamcis  rhyljie, 
and  William  Greighton,  6d. ;  Widow  Inskepp  liolds  one  tenement,  li-e..  Id.  ; 
the  same  holds  one  hurgago,  9d. ;  William  Grey,  as  ahove,  -id. ;  tlu>  said 
William  holds  a  hiu-gage  on  the  west  i>art  of  the  said  hurgagc,  7d.  ;  l*aviil 
Ilarhottell,  as  nhovo,  7d.  ;  the  same  I)avid,  as  alK;\-e,  Cd. ;  Joliii  Watson,  2d. ; 
Kaljjh  Bolttiower,  two  hurgages  west  of  ahove,  12d. ;  Johanna  W3'nnYate, 
one  hurgago  west  of  ahove,  Gd. ;  Thomas  TrolUjp,  west  of  ahove,  3d. ;  WilJiani 
Grey,  one  hurgage  overth^o^\'n,  lying  south  of  the  sti-eet  called  Walktrgato, 
6d. ;  th(!  same  William,  one  hurgage  overthrown,  east  of  the  iifoitsaid,  G-^d.  ; 
Rohert  Pallett,  one  hiugage  lying  east,  lid.  ;  William  Grey,  one  hm-gage 
overthrown,  east,  7d. ;  George  Grcy,  Gd. ;  MargaiX't  K ydnell,  7<L  ;  llarryson, 
2d.  (all  eastwaid  of  the  preceding)  ;  John  Stanton, f  of  If  untercroft,  holds  one 
tenement  called  Iluntercroft,  33.;  Jiichard  Li.'iinctt,  one  hurgage  in  tlie  said 
street,  6d. ;  Kichard  Bennett,  one  hurgag-e  in  the  said  street  at  Castlegale, 
3s.  3d. ;  Hall,  one  hiugage  in  Alnwick,  8d.  ;  liichard  Chirk,  the  same,  12d. ; 
Tristraiu  Grey,  tlie  same,  Sd. ;  Thomits  Archer,  the  same,  13d.;  Pichard  Ilar- 
holti'll,  tlu)  same,  7d.;  Ivohert  TaNlor,  one  hurgage  and  oilier  ]iremisc,N,  7il.  ; 
John  AVylam,  one  hurgage,  (id.  ;  Ayer,  the  same,  Gd. ;  John  Browne  holds 
one  tenenient  in  the  said  town,  with  uU  lands,  meadows,  and  jiasturcs  to  the 
same  helonging,  Gs.  :  George  IMc-tcalfo,  one  hurgage,  8J.  ;  the  said  (ieorge, 
tlu-ee  huxgages,  22d. ;  the  &dd  George,  one  hurgage  adjacent,  8M. ;  Garnet, 
onehurg-age,  8},d. ;  Kalph  Boltflower,  -Is.  7d.;  Edward  Bedwell,  15d.;  Thomas 
Young,  lOd.  ;  Fell,  lOd. ;  ]\latthew  Lee,  9d.  ;  The  Lady  the  Queen  has  m.  lier 
0"\vn  hands  one  hurgage  lately — Aleson,  which  was  wont  to  render  at  the  feasta 
aforesaid,  j-early,  lOd. ;  AVilHam  Shell,  one  burgage,  lOd. ;  Kichard  Young, 
lOd. ;  tlie  heirs  of  Roger  Bednall,  Md. ;  dohn  Atkinson,  east  of  the  aforesaid, 
Hd. ;  William  Cruaton,  east,  IGM- ;  William  Curseley,  7d. ;  the  heir  of  Cur- 
slcy,  lid. ;  AN^illiam  Bednell,  81.  ;  Nich.  Ai-cle,  3s. ;  lilargaret  Ladyman,  Sd. ; 
EdVard  Ladvman,  8d. ;  William  Taylor,  8.^1.;  William  Taylor,"  2s.  lOd.  .• 
John  Fargus,']sM. ;  JohnFargus,  lOd. ;  IVlargarett  Styrkett,  12d.;  Margarett 
iStyrkett,  7d. ;  Thomas  AVatson,  IGd. ;  Nich.  Stanton,  IGd. ;  Bub  Willcin^on, 
6d. ;    Thomas  Culler,  lOd. ;    John  Kanuell,  8d. ;    Ciithhert  Anderson,  8d. ; 

•  "  R.  Ogle  tenet  unum  burgagium  in  villa  de  Alnewyck,  cum  pcrtinentiis, 
quod  tenet  libere  per  cartam  in  libero  sucagio,  per  servicio  sccta^  curi;e,  et  reJdi- 
tus  inde  per  annum  ad  fcsta  Penticostis  et  Sancti  Martini  in  hieme  equal." 

f  John  Stanton  was  schoolmaster  and  pavisli  clerk  in  1577. 
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Henry  Yonj^e,  8d. ;  Thomas  Smailes,   lOd. ;   Robert  Ladyman,  6d, ;  George 
Metculf,  12d.;  Henry  Younger,  8d.* 

All  burgages  situate  on  the  south  side  of  the  aforesaid  street  called  Jioitdgate, 
beginning  on  tite  east  side  and  passing  towards  the  west. 
Nicholaa  CliamUer  holda  one  Lurgage  there  aa  aliove  and  renders  as  above, 
&c.,  6d. ;  John  Gale,  Cd. ;  Jolm  Dawson,  8d. ;  WDliam  IJcdnell,  8d. ;  Jolm 
Golfe,  8d. ;  Pumperte,  12d. ;  Nicholas  Stanton,  I2d. ;  AViUiam  Bednoll,  8d. ; 
John  Taylor,  2b.  4d.  ;  Alder,  14d.;  Cuthl)ort  Peddom,  9d. ;  John  Dawson, 
8d. ;  William  Taylor  8M. ;  Michael!  Temple,  8d. ;  Eichard  liodorford,  8|d. ; 
John  Downes,  8Jd. ;  William  Herd,  7U. ;  Alder,  7d.  ;  Alder,  8d. 

Burgages  situate  in  Market  Sted^  (i.e.  Market  Place)  on  the  south  side  of  the 
aforesaid  street,  hcginning  at  the  east  side  and  passing  towards  the  west. 

William  Bcdnell,  one  bnrga]i:^o,  8d. ;  sai<l  AVilliam,  8d. ;  lioger  Alder,  6|d. ; 
Clarkson,  (>\il.  ;  Thomas  Greene,  8d.  ;  Palph  Watson,  9d. ;  Thomas  Greene, 
8|d. ;  AViUiam  Gallon,  2s.  9W. ;  John  Skyte,  lOd. ;  Jolm  Dawson,  8d. ;  John 
Atkinson,  lOd. ;  George  Dawson,  8d.  ;  Thomas  Person,  lOd.  ;  Howe,  widow, 
lOd.  ;  George  Dawson,  7d. ;  Richard  AVardhaugh,  8d. ;  William  Ilenryson, 
lid.;  Robson,  lid.;  Robert  Hatson,  lOd.  ;  Arthiu-  AVatson,  8d. ;  Thomas 
But}^nan,  8d. ;  Anthony  Fawgus,  12d. ;  Garrard,  2s.  Gd. ;  Robert  Parens, 
IGd.;  Henry  I.iynge,  bid.  ;  John  Scott,  3s.;  John  Browne,  lOd. ;  liobert  Lady- 
man,  23.  cd. ;  George  .i\Jder  liulds  four  burgages  with  appui-tenances,  &c., 
OS.  cS^d. 

All  burgages  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  said  street,  beginning  on  the  south  side 
and  passing  towards  the  north. 

Nicholas  Swanne  holds  three  burgages  with  aijpurtenances,  &c.,  3s.  2d. ; 
Edward  Howett  holds  one  burgage,  kc,  20d.  ;  Emota  AVatson,  20d.  ;  Ralph 
Clay,  2s.  5d. ;  George  Metcalf,  14d. ;  Robert  Nysebet,  SJd. ;  William  AVatson, 
G^d. ;  John  Thorb rand,  13d.;  Edward  Robinson,  ISd. ;  William  Stannars,  8d. ; 
George  AVatson,  8M.;  Robert  Barnes,  8Jd. ;  Thomas  Howetson,  S^d. ;  Thomas 
AVatson,  8d. ;  Lambe,  8d. ;  Robert  Barrows,  8d. ;  Thomas  Forster,  8d. ;  Thomas 
Taylor,  12d.;  Thomas  Craster,  12d. ;  Jacob  Brown,  8d. ;  Henry  L>'ng,  4d. ; 
John  Scot,  4d. ;  Edward  Chelumpton,  8d. ;  Thomas  Ljiig,  8d. ;  John  Lyshe- 
man,  6d. ;  Thomas  Greene,  4d. ;  Emota  Strudder,  4d. ;  the  said  Emota,  6d. 

All  burgages  lying  in  the  street  called  Fenhell  Street  on  the  west  side,  beginning  on 

the  suuth  side. 

John  Davison  holds  three  burgages,  kc,  9d. ;  Peter  Elston,  one  burgage, 
Gd.  ;  John  Dawson,  8d.;  George  AVatson,  lOd.;  William  Brigs,  Md. ;  Edward 
Hall,  13d.;  George  IMetcalf,  IG'd. ;  Luke  Ogle,  3s.  4d. ;  John  Clarke,  lOd. ; 
Edward  Stanners,  lOd. ;  Grene,  lOd.  ;  Anthony  Hall,  12d.  ;  John  Johnston, 
12d. ;  Edward  Narro,  12d. ;  Thomas  Story,  16d. ;  Robert  IMoore,  5d. ;  Thomas 
Grey,  7d. ;  AVilliam  Rogers,  3s.  8d. ;  Thomas  AVatson,  8d. ;  Henry  Estwood, 
8d. ;  Clarke,  GJd. ;  Richard  Bell,  GAd. ;  Richard  Holly,  14d. ;  Richard  Stan- 
ton, Gd. ;  Edward  Algood,  lOd. ;  Thomas  Harrett,  2s.  lOd. ;  Robert  Barwes, 
7d. ;  Holly,  7d. ;  Mackerell,  for  the  site  of  the  tower  called  "The  Tower," 
{this  was  rotte'rgate  Tower,)  Id.  ;  Cieorge  IMetcalf  holds  three  overthrowna 
burgages,  23. ;  Edward  .jUgood,  one  bui-gage  overtliro'wn,  Gd. ;  Thomas  Story, 
one  burgage  overthl■o^vn,  172d. 

All  burgages  in   the  street  called  Barres  Balef  on  the  north  side  of  the  street 
aforesaid,  beginniiiy  on  the  west  side  and  passing  toward  the  east. 

George  Metcalf  holds  thi-eo  burgages,  &c.,  3s.  2d. ;  Thomas  Story,  one  bur- 
gage, 12d. ;  Edward  Stanners,  12d. ;  AVilliam  Grey,  one  burgage  overthro^vn, 
12d. ;  George  Metcalf,  two  burgages,  14d. ;  Jolm  Bro^\Tie,  one  burgage,  7d. ; 
Gilbert  Sadler,  7d. ;  Robert  Bullock,  3d. ;  Joh:i  Blacko,  8d. ;  Thomas  Grey, 

*  These  burgages  were  in  Waltergate  and  Narrowgate. 
f  Pottergate. 
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one  liurgage  oveiilu-own,  8d. ;  John  Browne,  7<i. ;  William  Grey,  8d. ;  said 
Williiiin,  7d. ;  George  llobynson,  7d. ;  Thomas  Grey,  4d. ;  P}TTon,  8d. ;  John 
Waller,  7d. ;  John  Stanton,  llohort  Strothor,  Ohio,  and  John  Gilj.son  hold  one 
Lurgage,  '20d. ;  Stamford,  one  burgage,  l^d.  ;  Wythorolde,  '2s.;  John  Taylor, 
3s.  4d. ;  William  Grey,  3.s.  4d.  ;  said  William  hotda  one  piece  of  land  with  the 
said  burgage  adjacent  with  ai)purtcnanees,  lOd.  ;  George  Sletcalf  holds  the 
site  of  a  bakehouse  in  Alnwick  aforesaid,  3a.  Id.;  John  llelter  holds  one 
burgage,  12d. 
All  burgages  with  their  appurtenMiccs  in  the  street  called  the  Market  Place  from 

the  icest  part  of  the  said  street,  hegiiDting  at  the  south  side  a)id  passing  north. 

AVilliam  Bednell  holds  throe  burgages,  &c.,  23.  2d. ;  ISIargereta  Lighten, 
for  an  improvement,  held  as  above,  2d.  ;  George  Levewiidce,  one  burgage, 
9d. ;  Thomas  Shell,  8d. ;  Thompson  liolds  one  tenement  called  the  ]3eer-house3 
with  appurtenances,  {fiou^  the  Town  Hall,)  9s.  8d.  ;  ilargaret  Clarkson,  one 
burgage,  6d.  ;  Ijoonard  Forster,  lOd. ;  Kobert  Grey,  8d.  ;  Edward  Scott,  4d. ; 
the  said  Edward,  4d. ;  John  Garrard,  8d. ;  George  Motealf,  8d. ;  William 
Bcdnall,  two  burgages,  4d. ;  Jolm  Clark,  one  burgage,  Gd. ;  Juhn  Sty  to,  r2d. ; 
Heirs  of  George  JDavison,  two  liurgages,  12d. ;  Thomas  Armorer,  one  burgage, 
8d. ;  John  ITcnryson  and  Edward  Anwyck  hold  one  burgage,  lOd.  ;  William 
Pyo,  12(1.;  Jolni  Waller,  4d. ;  George  Alder,  IGd. ;  William  Bcadnell,  4d. ; 
Heirs  of  Tliomas  (Jlaxton,  8d,  ;  ^Margaret  Glaxon,  8d. ;  William  Beadnell, 
22d. ;  Thomas  Forstor  for  one  tenement  in  the  Market  Place  and  a  certain 
stall  without  the  shop  to  the  same  tenement  appertaining,  Gs.  8d. ;  Heira  of 
John  Hall  hold  one  stall  without  tliu  shop  lying  on  the  west  part  of  the  said 
stall,  4d. 

The  sum  of  the  rents  of  burgages  in  the  town  of  Alnwick  is  £12  17ff.  72d. 

Next  follow  tho  Rents  of  the  Free  Tenants,  who,  excepting 
the  owner  of  Ilobbevlaw,  which  wa.s  held  by  military  service, 
had  iheir  properties  on  a  tenure  similar  to  that  of  the  bur- 
gages of  the  town ;  probably,  however,  differing  in  tbis 
respect — that  wbile  the  possession  of  a  burgage  constituted 
a  burgess  and  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  corporation, 
these  free  tiMianiies  had  no  svk  li  clfect,  because  situated 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

William  Taylor  holfls  two  messuages  in  Bondgate,  and  one  messuage  in 
Arrogate,  and  I'orty  aci'cs  of  lauds,  meadows,  feedings,  and  pastiu-es  in 
the  fields  of  ISondgate  aforesaiil,  all  of  which  the  said  AVilliam  holds  freely 
of  the  lord  l)y  iidelity  ami  suit  of  court,  and  renders  thence  yearly,  at 
the  feast  of  Pentecost  oidy,  9s. ;  Sir  John  Forster  holds  one  i)arcel  of  laud 
called  Brokshawe*  by  the  rent,  Gs.  8d.  ;  George  IMetcalfe  holds  freely  one 
pare(d  of  land  called  S([uyrroll '(  containing  one  acre  and  a  half  in  Bondizate 
Fields,  etc.,  8d. ;  AVilliam  Bediudl  holds  freely  twenty-four  acres  of  land  in 
Bondgate,  &c.,  3s.;  the  said  ^^'illiam  hoMs  i'orty  acres  of  la7ul  lately  John 
Riggs'  in  the  lields  of  Bondgate,  lVic,  U)d. ;  the  same  William  liolds  one  tene- 
ment sixteen  acres  of  land  in  Bondgate  Fields,  ^-c,  19d. ;  the  said  William 
holds  two  acres  of  land  called  Swanells  in  Bondgate,  i:e.,  9d. ;  the  said  "William 
holds  one  parcel  of  land  called  Bednell's  Lands  containing  twenty-six  acres  in 
tho  fields  of  Bondgate,  kc,  2s.  ;  the  same  William  holds  ten  acres  of  land  in 
Bondgate,  &c.,  8d. ;  Geovje  .\libji  liolds  one  tenement  called  Bon.!ga!e-hall, 
sLxty-foiu-  acres  of  land  in  P.ondgate,  vVe.,  y,-,.  (id.  ;  ilio  said  {V-orgo  Ji.Jds  one 
tenement  called  Huhberlaw  with  certuiu  land.',  m.adow.s,  tei  ^ling'^,  [■a^tun-iJ, 
and  woods,  containing  two  hundred  acres  of  l.'.a'l,  wlii.-h  he  liolils  by  jiuiitaiy 

*  This  ^vas  originally  abbey  land,  but  charged  with  a  reserved  rent. 
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service  of  tlie  seventh  part  of  one  knight's  foe,  and  rendering  yearly  4d. 

(hesides  this  "Eyrtwell  or  Uberlow"  ]);ud  to  the  castle  of  A]n^^^ck  for  castlo 
ward,  2o^d.  yearly)  ;  tho  said  George  holds  a  ])arcel  of  land  called  the  IJarika 
and  Walccs  Knowlcs  containing  eight  acres  of  arahlo  lands,  i.Vc.,  12d.  •  John 
Watson  holds  one  acre  of  land  in  Bondgato,  2d. ;  \\'illiam  I'cdmdl,  Cieor"-o 
]\Ictcalf,  and  William  Oreeno  hold  oiglity  acres  of  arahle  land  in  th-uonsficld, 
Gs.  8d.  ;  Kenry  Swinhoe  holds  a  right  of  way  to  the  moor  of  Ellingham  iu 
Whitehall,  Id. ;  Michael  Shafto  holds  one  toi't  and  one  parcel  of  land  contain- 
ing three  roods  hctweon  the  castle  and  the  water  of  the  Ayne  {Alu),  12d.  The 
burgesses  of  Alnwick  render  yearly  to  the  aforesaid  earl  for  common  liberty 
{riijht  of  comnioii)  ujwn  the  moor,  as  by  ancient  custom  they  were  wont  from 
time  inuucmorial,  'is.  ;*  the  tenants  of  Kanigate  {CaiioiKjati.)  render  annually 
to  the  lord  for  chiminage  {rigid  of  wai/)  from  ancient  custom  beyond  the 
memory  of  man,  12d. ;  f  the  tenants  of  Soidh  Charlton  similarly  render  yearly 
to  the  lord  for  chiminage  beyond  Eosley-brigg  as  from  ancient  custom, -la. ; 
the  tenants  of  Shylbottell  render  to  the  lord  annually  63.  lid.,  of  Kooke  {Hock) 
8d.,  Itennynglon  8d.,  and  Charleton  8d.  for  work  iu  autumn,  wluch  they  were 
accustouicd  for  autiipiity  to  perform.  ,'  i     i 

Tho  simi  total  of  the  fi-ee  tenants  is  8 Is. 

Next  come  the  Rents  of  Tenants  at  Will ;  uf  these  there 
are  two  chisses — copyhoklers,  and  fanners  or  ordinary  ten- 
ants holding  for  a  term  of  years.     I  sliall  first  give  the 

Copijholders.  -    -  ■■  , :    1 

George  Mctcalf  liolds  by  copy  of  court  one  parcel  of  arable 
land,  called  Bavnet-syde,  with  Clarkidlhnglie,  and  a  parcel  of 
land  called  Delves  in  Buiidgato  I'"iolds,  wliicli  lie  liulds  according 
to  tho  cnstoni  of  tlie  honour  of  Cockonnoutli,  and  renders  thence  'f,.-] 

annnally  at  the  feasts  of  Martinmas  and  Pentecost  by  equal  pay-  1   ' 

mcnts,  22s.;  tlie  same  George  holds  a  parcel  of  demesne  lands  .   |.| 

called  Ilalllat  and  anotlier  parcel  called  Angerilat  inclosed,  con-  I  1 

taining  in  the  ■whole  (hirty  acres  in  Bondgate,  all  -which  ho  holds  I  • 

as  ahovo  and  renders  amnially,  &c.,  .'Uts.  ;   William  Bridges  holds  { 

hfty  acres  of  land,  parcel  of  the  .son1h   demesnes  lying  in  the  fej 

lields  of  Bondgate,  A;c.,  15s.;  Margaret  Clarkson  holds  a  parcel  tj 

of  land  in  the  East  Fields,  called  Knights-furlong,  iu  Bondgate,  f  ' 

&c.,  10s.;  Edward  Ladyman   holds  one  tenement  Avith  a  croft  ^i 

and  one  husbandland  in  tho  fields  of  Ahnviclc,   &c.,   31s.   Gd. ;  || 

William  Ladyman  holds  half  a  hu.sbandland  and  fourteen  acres  |j 

of  land  formerly  Iho  lands  of  Thomas  ^lydleton,  &c.,  31s.  4d. 
Nichidas  Chandlor  ludds  one  toft  and  one  husliandland  in  Bond- 
gate  Fields,  Sec,  2 6s.  8d. ;  Cuthhert  Anderson,]:  holds  twenty-two 

*  The  entry  of  tliis  charge  in  a  baronial  hook  called  "  The  lied  Book  of  Aln- 
wick," is,  in  l-t7-l',  as  follows  : — "  De  villata  de  Alnwykc  at  fost  Nat.  S.  Johaimis 
Bap.  pro  licencia  eundi  cum  averiis  suis  iu  llaydcn   niensc  vctito  per  an.  ijs." 

I  The  entry  of  this  charge  ia  "  Tiie  Hed  Book  of  .\hi\vick  "  in  1174,  is—"  De 
teneutibiis  de  Cannogaite,  pro  licencia  via  habenda  a  retro  Cannogaite  solvend. 
ad  fcbta  Michaclis  in  line  compoti,  xijd."     Hartshorn's  Antiip  of  North.,  p.  157. 

J    Cutbbtii  .Anderson  in  l."^77  was  curate  of  Alnwick  Chaj)el. 
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acres  of  land  in  tho  fields  of  Bondgate,  &c.,  22s. ;  George  Browell 
holds  07ie  toft,  one  croft,  and  one  linsbandland  in  Alnwick,  &c., 
'22s. ;  William  Bcdnell  holds  sixteen  acres  of  land  called  13 lynd- 
■well-ilat,  &c.,  16s,;  tlie  same  William  liolds  a  toft  with  a  croft 
beyond  the  tower,  in  the  street  of  Bondgate,  and  one  husbandland 
containing  twenty-two  acres  of  arable  land,  &c.,  22s.  ;  William 
Bednell  holds  one  pai-cel  of  land  ctiUed  Wydropp,  5s.  ;  George 
BroAvell  liolds  one  parcel  of  land  called  Wydropp,  20d. ;  AVilliam 
Grey  holds  one  parcel  of  arable  land  and  meadow  called  AVydropp, 
6s.  8d.  ;  .Tolm  Lynsey  holds  one  parcel  of  land  near  Hid  Park 
called  Shipley-hangh,  &e.,  13s.  4d. ;  Odnell  Solby  holds  one 
parcel  of  land  called  the  Peth  containing  one  acre,  &c.,  I2d.  ;  the 
tenants  of  Soutli  Charlton  liold  lialf  of  the  pasture  called  Chirn- 
side  near  to  Hul  Park,  &c.,  20s.  ;  Sir  John  Forster  holds  the 
other  half  of  Chirnside  Pasture,  &c.,  203. ;  Thomas  Dobson  holds 
one  tenement  and  one  husbandland  in  Slieldyk  {S/aeldikes),  &c., 
8d.  ;  John  Brown  holds  one  tenement  and  one  husbandland  in 
Sheldj'k,  &c.,  83. ;  Ivobert  Dobson  and  Henry  Dobson  hold  two 
messuages  and  twolmsbandlands  in  Sheldick,  &:c.,  16s.  ;  William 
Dunne  holds  one  tenement  and  twelve  acres  of  arable  land  and 
two  acres  of  meadow,  &g.,  16s.  ;  Cuthbert  Dickson  holds  one 
built  messuage,  witli  all  other  lands,  meadows,  feedings,  and 
pasture  appiirtenant,  under  the  name  of  one  messuage  and  one 
husbandland,  &c.,  8s.  ;  Robert  Dickson  holds  one  messuage  and 
husbandland,  &c.,  8s.  ;  George  Taylor  holds  one  built  messuage 
and  luisbandland,  &c.,  8s.  ;  Koman  Stell  ludds  one  tenement  and 
twelve  acres  of  arable  land  and  two  acres  of  meadow,  &c.,  8s. ; 
Thomas  Steele  holds  one  built  messuage  and  one  husbandland  in 
Slioldyk,  &e.,  8s.  ;  all  the  tenants  of  Sheldykes  hold  a  certain 
jiasturo,  i-alhul  Swynloes  from  Harecriig,  containing  fiftv-foiir 
acres  of  pasture  in  common,  by  their  animals  depasturing,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  honour  of  Cockermoutli,  rendering 
yearly  &e.,  26s.  8d.  ;  George  IMetcalf  holds  one  close  pasture, 
called  Greensliuld  Saivghos  or  Sawghes  lying  in  Calledge  Park 
on  the  north,  and  a  phice  called  the  Strother  on  south  part  con- 
taining twenty  acres,  held  according  to  the  custom  of  Cocker- 
mouth,  Sec,  13s.  4d. 

The  following  in  the  manor  of  Engley  are  held  according  to 
the  same  custom: — John  Stanton,  one  messuage  and  lands  under 
the  name  of  two  and  a  half  husbandlands,  rendering  yearly  iS:c., 
17s.  6d.;  John  Stele,  the  same  as  above,  12s.  3d.;  Pobort  Atk^iison, 
half  a  husbandland,  8s.  9d.  ;  George  Garrett,  two  husbandlands, 
17s.  6d. ;  Richard  Brown,  two  husbandlands,  1-Is.  ;  Robert  Ren- 
atson,  two  liusbandlands,  14s.  ;  Jolm  Stanton,  the  same,  14s.  ; 
Thomas  Stele,  the  same,  14s.  ;  John  Sleynes,  the  same,  14s. ;  all 
the  tenants  of  Rugley  hold  two  pastures,  one  of  which  is  called 
Rugley  Wood,  the  other  the  Hall  Close,  held  as  above,  rendering 
yearly  4os.  4d. 
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The  foUoxomcj  are  tie    Copyholders  in  the  Manor  of 

Dejvwyke  : — 
William  Grey  holds  one  built  tenement  witli  all  houses  built 
above  Avith  one  croft  and  all  arable  lands,  meadows,  fee-lings, 
and  pastures  pertaininj^  to  the  said  tenement,  all  of  which  he 
holds  by  name  of  one  husbandland  and  a  lialf,  witli  all  and 
singular  their  appm-tenances,  at  the  will  of  the  Lord,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  manor,  and  ho  renders  thence  yearly  at  the 
feasts  of  Pentecost  and  Martinmas,  equally,  2l3.  ;  the  same 
William  holds  one  built  tenement  and  luilf  a  husbandland,  as 
above,  14s.  ;  John  Eose  holds  one  messuage  with  croft  under 
the  name  of  one  cottage  and  husbandland,  as  above,  21s.  8d.  • 
Richard  Gibson  holds  one  tenement  and  one  husbandland  and  a 
half,  as  ab(>v(^  21s.  ;  Ivobort  Thewe  holds  one  tenement  and  one 
husbandland  and  a  liulf,  as  above,  21s. ;  John  Clerk  holds  one 
messuage  and  one  husbandland  and  a  half,  according  to  the 
custom  of  Cockermouth,  21s.  ;  Thomas  Shephed,  the  same,  2l8. ; 
John  Gybson  holds  one  husbandland  w  ith  one  close,  as  above, 
20s.  ;  John  Alaxwell  holds  one  tenement  and  one  and  a  half 
husbandlands,  21s.  ;  William  Thow,  the  same,  21.s.  ;  John  Thew, 
the  same,  21s.  ;  William  Bawden,  one  tenement  and  one  hus- 
bandland, Ms.  ;  Edward  Robynson,  one  built  tenement  and  one 
and  a  half  hu.sbandlands,  21s.  ;  the  same  Edward,  one  husband- 
land, 14s.  ;  John  Clerk  holds  a  built  tenement  with  seventeen 
acres  of  arable  land,  meadow,  and  pastures,  under  the  name  of 
one  tenement  and  one  husbandland,  14s. ;  AVilliam  Waller  "holds 
one  cottage  and  one  seliou  of  land  with  appurtenances,  8d. ; 
Edward  Robynson,  the  same,  8d. 

The  following  are  the  Tenants  at  Will,  wlio  appear  to 
have  been  larniers,  though  sonic  of  them  may  have  been 
copyholders  : — 

Nicholas  Forster,  gentleman,  constable  of  the  castle  of  Alne- 
•wyck,  holds  one  close  called  Castlo  Close,  containing  thirty  acres 
of  land,  which  formerly  the  said  Nicliolas  held  at  will,  and  ren- 
dered thence  yearly  at  the  feast  of  i\Iichaehnas  only,  40s.  ;  George 
MetcaK  holds  certain  enclosed  lands  called  the  North  Demesne, 
containing  forty  acres  of  land  with  appurtenances,  &c.,  rendering 
annually  at  Martinmas  and  Pentecost,  £4  ;  Engram  Salvid  holds 
thirty  acres  of  enclosed  land  called  the  AVest  Demesnes,  &c.,  SOs. ; 
George  Kydnell  holds  one  water  fulling-mill,  situate  on  the  water 
of  Ayne  {Aln),  with  the  water  course,  which  mill  lie  holds  for 
the  term  of  his  life  by  commission,  as  he  says  of  Thomas  Earl, 
and  renders  thence  yearly  20s. ;  William  Bednell  and  John  Clerk 
hold  one  close  of  arable  land  called  Wyderopp,  in  Alnwick,  which 
they  hold  at  the  will  of  the  lord,  and  render  yearly  13s.  4d.  ;  Sir 
John  Forster  holds  one  built  tenement  called  Snepehouse  wdth 
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all  other  houses  built  thereon,  at  the  will  of  the  lord,  rendering 
yearly  40s.  ;  {Sir  John  Porster  holds  the  herbage  and  pannage  * 
of  the  whole  of  Holn  Park,  at  the  will  of  tlie  queen,  rendering 
yearly  £G  14s.  4d. ;  Sir  John  Porstor  holds  the  herbage  and 
pannage  of  the  whole  of  the  West  Park  within  the  demesne  of 
Aluwiek,  containing  a  circuit  of  six  miles,  at  the  vnU.  of  the 
queen,  at  the  rent  of  £6  14s.  4d. ;  Sir  John  Porster  holds  the 
herbage  and  pannage  of  the  whole  of  Calledge  Park,  containing  a 
circuit  of  seven  miles,  at  the  will  of  the  queen,  at  the  rent  of  £12. 

The  House  lately  of  the  Brethren  of  Ilidne  Parke. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Northumberland,  held  the  site  lately  the 
house  of  the  brethren  of  Ilulne  Parke  with  all  built  houses  of 
the  above,  gardens,  orchards,  and  three  closes  to  the  said  site 
aj)pxu-tenant,  and  with  all  tilings  in  lands,  meadows,  feedings, 
pastures,  formerly  appurtenant  to  the  said  house,  and  with  pas- 
ture for  twenty  cows  and  two  bulls  depastiuing  in  Hulne  Park 
of  the  said  earl,  all  of  which  were  lately  in  his  hands  and  occu- 
pation, 33s.  4d. 

Rents  of  divers  towns  for  certain  tolls  in  the  town  of 
Almoick. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  under^viitten  vills  render  annually  to 
the  Jjady  the  Queen  for  foreign  toll,  viz.,  that  tliey  may  be  quit 
of  toll  within  the  fairs  and  markets  of  Alnewyck,  and  that  they 
may  watch  according  to  the  custom  of  tlie  fairs  with  certain  men  ; 
viz.,  the  to^\nis  of  Aylneluim  5s.,  Calmerton  2s.  Cd.,  Powberry 
2s.  6d.,  Hesselrigge  4s.,  Ileworth  l2d.,  Tugliall  3s.  4d.,  Swynnow 
20d.,  Losbury  23d.,  and  Iletton  Ss. ;  iu  all  3Gs.  6d. 

"NVc  learn  from  tliis  survey  that  some  cottages  within  the 
town  belonged  to  the  manor  of  Preston.  The  following  is 
the  entry : — 

Rents  of  the  tenants  in  Alnwick,  Parcel  of  the  Manor 
of  Preston. 

George  Metcaulf  holds  freely  his  cottages,  situate  within  the 
town  of  Alnwick,  to  hold  to  himself  aiul  his  heirs  fi-eely  by  charter 
and  rendering  yearly  at  the  feast  aforesaid  4d.  Tliis  apparent 
anomaly  arose  from  the  manor  of  Preston  belonging  to  the  abbot; 
for  there  is  entered  *'  In  rents  yearly  paid  to  our  Lady  the  Queen, 
as  of  her  manor  of  Preston,  late  parcel  of  the  priory  of  Alnewyk, 
40s."  These  cottages  being  the  property  of  the  abbey,  and 
free  (in  fi-ank  almoigne)  from  the  nuiiior  of  Alnwick,  did  suit 
to  the  abbot  as  of  the  manor  of  Pre«ton  ;  and  this  relation 
between  tliem  and  Preston  continued  after  the  dissolution  of 

*  Tlio  riglit  of  feeding  swine  in  the  forest. 
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monasteries ;  but  it  did  not  affect  the  quit  rent,  whicli  was  paid 
to  the  barou  of  Abiwicb.  These  cottaj^es  stood  in  NaiTowgate, 
on  the  east 'side,  a  little  below  where  Fenkle  Street  joins  Nar- 
rowgato. 

Witli  exception  of  the  families  of  ThcAV  and  Forster,  it  is 
questionable,  Avhether  a  single  descendant  in  the  male  line  of 
any  of  the  other  families  holding  property  in  the  parish  of 
Alnwick  in  1567,  is  now  living  there.  From  this  record  we 
find  that  there  were  253  burgages  in  Alnwick,  the  quit  rents 
of  which  amounted  to  £12  17s.  7|d.  yearly;  besides,  there 
Avere  in  the  parish  16  freehold  estates  in  land,  and  52  copy- 
hold estates,  17  of  Avliich  were  in  Alnwick,  17  in  DenAvick, 
9  in  Shieldykes,  and  9  in  Ilugley.  As,  however,  the  survey 
only  includ(id  properties  Avhich  yielded  rent  or  service  to 
the  baron,  there  Avere  several  other  freeholds,  not  yielding 
rent  or  service,  of  Avhich  no  account  is  given.  None  for 
example  of  the  estates  carved  out  of  the  abbey  property. 
Only  one  burgage  in  AluAvick  then  belonged  to  the  baron, 
Avho  indeed  held  little  property  beyond  tlie  demesne  lands 
connected  Avith  the  castle,  portions  of  the  three  parks,  and 
lands  at  Shieldykes,  Snipe  House,  and  probably  llugley. 
There  AA^ere  about  200  burgesses  in  the  town,  that  is  owners 
of  burgage  tenements ;  there  may  have  been  50  other  oAvners 
of  houses  in  Canongate,  Ijailifigate,  and  beyond  the  Avails  of 
the  town  ;  and  besides  these,  about  50  others,  owners  of  land 
yielding  no  service  ;  so  that  there  Avould  be  near  to  300 
])eisons  possessed  of  real  property  in  the  parish.  Next  the 
baron,  the  largest  land  OAvners  noticed  in  the  survey,  Avere 
George  Alder,  Avho  held  Tlobberlaw,  containing  two  hundred 
acres,  Bondgate  Hall  Avith  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  nine 
burgages  ;  George  INLetcalfe,  Avho  Avas  possessed  of  eighteen 
burgages,  tAvo  parcels  of  freehold  land,  and  three  copyholds ; 
William  Grey,  avIio  had  eleven  burgages  and  one  copyhold; 
and  William  Jk-dnall,  Avho  had  six  burgages,  six  parcels  of 
freehold  lands,  and  three  copyholds. 

Quit  rents  Avcrc  not  the  only  charges  on  property  ;  under 
the  feudal  system  fcAV  tenancies  Avere  free  from  a  number  of 
vexatious  imposts.  Some  of  these  appear  in  the  surveys  of 
this  period.  As  lord  of  the  manor,  the  baroir  claimed  free 
fishing,  foAvling,  hunting,  ami  liaAvking,  Avaifs  and  estrays, 
wreck  of  sea,  felons'  goods,  deodands,  and  other  peculiar 
privileges. 

When  Sir  John  Forster  Avas  Avardcn  of  the  Marches  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  several  persons  Avere  tried  and  executed 
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for  march  treason  ;  the  Avarden  first  seized  the  goods  of  the 
felons ;  but  afterwards  the  earl  of  Northumberland  claimed 
and  recovered  these  goods  as  his  own  right.  This  was  the 
case  also  with  the  goods  of  Nicholas  lleade,  of  a  felon  in 
Ilowick,  and  of  a  felon  in  Lucker. 

Casth  ward  and  cornagc  Avere  collected  by  the  foreign 
bailiff  of  the  barony;  the  former  for  the  defence  of  the  castle 
as  the  head  of  the  barony  ;  and  the  latter,  called  also  gcldum 
animalium,  noutgeld,  and  horngeld,  from  cortiu,  a  horn,  and 
gelJan,  Anglo-Saxon,  to  i)ay,  was  a  payment  made  in  com- 
mutation of  a  return  of  cattle.  The  statement,  which  has 
been  frequently  made,  that  the  holder  by  cornage  was  bound 
to  wind  a  liorn  on  the  a])proach  of  an  enemy  is  erroneous. 
The  charge  was  ])ecnliar  to  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland, 
and  originated  as  far  back  as  the  ninth  century.  When  the 
king  moved  from  one  royal  vill  to  another,  the  district  through 
which  he  travelled  provided  cattle  to  supply  his  table  ;  it  was 
a  tax  of  liorncd  beasts  imposed  by  royalty  upon  property, 
which  in  the  course  of  time,  however,  was  commuted  into  a 
money  payment.  This  commutation  had  taken  place  at  an 
early  period  for  the  county  of  Northumberland;  for  we  find 
that  the  tax  for  the  whole  county  was  ordy  £20,  while  that 
for  Durham  was  £110  5s.  5d. — the  commutation  for  Durham 
having  taken  ])lace  at  a  later  period,  Avhen  money  had  lessened 
in  value.*  Tlie  baron  of  Alnwick  paid  cornage  for  the  whole 
barony;  and  collected  it  from  his  sub-feudatories,  makini;-  a 
profit  out  of  the  transaction  ;  but  the  amount  ])aid  in  15(59 
was  the  same  as  that  of  former  periods.  Hcserving  notices 
of  mills,  bakehouses,  brcwhouses,  and  salt  for  another  part 
of  our  story,  I  would  refer  here  to  a  few  other  peculiar  feudal 
imposts. 

At  I'ilton  we  find  all  the  tenants  paid  to  the  bailiff  of 
Lesbury  to  the  use  of  the  lord  in  respect  of  their  ploughs, 
called  Carrying  Silver,  7s.  lOd. 

Some  copyholders  besides  these  quit  rents  paid  a  rent  hen ; 
this  was  converted  into  money,  and  in  lieu  thereof  Id.  was 
paid  yearly.  In  some  parts,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wooler,  such  copyholds  were  called  Hen  and  Capon  Copg- 
holds.  Leases  of  lands,  which  by  some  unknown  process 
had  been  transnuited  from  copyholds  into  farmholds,  granted 
by  the  duke  of  Somerset  to  the  AVilkinsons  of  liuston,  reserved 

*  Mr.  J.  Hodgson  ITinde  has  given  a  clear  exposition  of  tlie  subject  in  his 
History  of  N  ortbumberland. 
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payment  of  rent  hens  ;  and  at  the  present  time,  some  of  the 

leases  on  the  Chillingham  Estate  have  a  condition  for  tlie 

payment  of  a  certain  sum   for   rent  hens  which  had  been 

paid  by  copyhohls  before   they  had  been  absorbed  iiito  tlie 

lord's  estate.      In  tlie  records  of  the  baronial  courts,  there 

is  evidence  that  rent  hens  were  collected  in   1G95  ;  for  on 

INIay  the  10th,  1695,  "John  Waugh  presents  James  Grey,  of  |       ) 

Lesbury,  for  a  rescue,  when  he  was  executinge  his  office  in 

collecting  the  rent  hens,"  and  he  was  amerced   Is.     This 

imposition  had  obviously  become  unpopular. 

One  burgage  in  Narrowgate,  Alnwick,  occupied  in  1709 
by  William  Boswell,  paid  as  yearly  rent  a  pepper-corn ;  and 
another  occu])ied  by  Mrs.  Ehzabeth  Thompson,  paid  "a  Read 
Hose."  John  Doxforth  held  Doxford  by  a  quarter  of  a 
knight's  fee,  and  rendered  yearly  "  a  pair  of  gloves  and  in 
pennies  sixpence ;"  the  site  of  Pottcrgatc  Tower  was  liable 
to  pay  4d.  or  a  s)ioio-ball  at  Midsummer. 

As  at  this  point  we  lose  sight  of  the  co})yholders  of  Alnwick, 
I  shall  here  give  some  concluding  illustrations  of  this  class  of 
small  landed  proprietors,  who  formerly  \vere  a  numerous  and 
important  body.     In  the  barony  of  Alnwick  alone,  under  the  r     i 

mesne  lord,  besides  others  holding  under  the  sub-feudatories,  \ 

there  were  300  copyholders,  viz.,  in  Alnwick  5!2,  Houghton 
47,  Lesbury  33,  Alnmouth  2,  Bilton  17,  Tughall  11,  Newham 
15,  Lucker  7,  South  Charlton  19,  Fawdon  5,  Chatton  40, 
llennington  16,  Shilbottle  26,  Guyzance  10.  Indeed,  almost 
every  village  in  the  county  was  more  or  less  peopled  by  men 
who  cultivated  their  own  land.  In  the  older  records  tbis 
tenure  was  designated  by  the  mediteval  Latin  terms  hondagiuni 
and  cotagium  ;  but  the  dilference  between  them  seems  to 
have  been  only  in  the  extent  of  land  attached ;  each  had  its 
dwelling-house,  its  toft  and  croft,  its  parcel  of  cultivated 
ground,  and  its  right  of  pasturage  over  the  moor  or  common 
belonging  to  the  vill ;  the  hondayium,  however,  had  attached 
to  it  a  husbandland  of  land — a  variable  quantity — which  in 
Almvick  seems  to  have  been  twenty-four  acres,  in  one  case 
only  seventeen  acres  ;  but  in  Longhoughton  and  other  places 
thirty  acres ;  .the  cotcujium,  however,  had  annexed  to  it  only 
a  selion  of  land — that  is  a  rig<j,  a  quantity  varying  from 
about  half  an  acre  to  one  and  a  lialf  acres ;  at  Gateshead  it 
was  only  half  an  acre;  but  at  Denwick  each  co^/^/i(!m  had 
live  roods  of  land. 

Originally  both  bondmen  and  cotmen,  under  the  feudal 
system,  belonged  to  the  large  class  of  villans  ;  who  were  so 
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called,  probably  from  the  vill  in  Avhich  they  usually  lived. 
Their  coiulitioii  was  at  first  servile  ;  for  they  were  bound  to 
the  land  and  obliged  to  work  a  eertain  number  of  days  on 
tlie  lord's  demesne  in  plougliing,  reajnng  and  otlier  agricul- 
tural labours,  as  a  payment  for  the  lands  which  they  them- 
selves held.  But  the  condition  of  the  villan — of  the  boridman 
and  cotman — gradually  improved  ;  services  at  first  arbitrary , 
and  oppressive,  became  fixed  and  regular,  botli  as  to  quantity 
and  time  ;  and  ultimately  they  were  conniuited  into  a  money 
payment;  the  villan  rose  to  the  dignity  of  a  free  man,  and 
common  law  recognised  his  title  to  his  land,  on  payment  of 
the  customary  rents  and  fines — and  thus  the  bondmen  and 
cotmen  w^ere  converted  into  copyholders ;  and  though,  as 
Coke  says,  of  mean  descent  yet  of  an  ancient  house.  Tliis 
change  to  a  great  extent  had  taken  place  at  an  early  period 
with  the  bondmen  and  cotmen  of  Alnwick  and  of  the  barony; 
for  we  find  in  the  thirteenth  century,  instead  of  pcrformino- 
sTervile  work,  they  paid  money  rents  to  the  lord.  In  15G7, 
the  tenants  of  Shilbottlc  paid  Gs.  lid.,  of  Hock  8d.,  of  Rcn- 
nington  8d.,  of  Charlton  8d,  yearly  to  the  lord  for  work  in 
autumn,  which  they  were  accustomed  to  perform.  Fines, 
however,  were  payable  to  the  lord  on  the  alienation  or  sale 
of  a  copyhold,  or  on  its  transfer  to  an  heir.  There  is  an 
inrolment  of  copies  in  1586  among  the  records  of  the  baronial 
courts  in  Alnwick  Castle,  whicli  furnishes  information  as  to 
the  amount  of  these  fines.  Generally  they  were  from  two 
to  as  much  as  four  times  the  rental.  George  15(nJnell  entered 
into  a  toft  and  croft  and  one  husbandland  in  Alnwic];,  the 
rent  of  wliich  was  3'2s.,  and  paid  a  fine  of  £3  6s.  Od.  Michael 
Chandler  for  a  toft  and  croft  and  one  husbandland  in  Bond- 
gate  Fields,  the  rent  of  Avhich  was  16s.  8d.,  paid  a  fine  of 
50s.  George  jNIetcalfe  for  a  parcel  of  demesne  land,  called 
Barnardsyd  with  ClarkAvell-heugh,  and  one  parcel  of  arable 
called  Delves,  the  rent  of  which  was  o.2s.,  paid  a  fine  of  6;>Js. 
A  few  feudal  impositions  on  copyholders  of  tlie  district  are 
traceable  down  to  1695 ;  they  still  continued  liable  to  carry 
thorns,  turves,  coals,  slates,  and  straw  to  Alnwick  Castle, 
and  millstones  to  the  mill  of  the  manor.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  baronial  court  records  are  illustrations  of 
these  feudal  burdens  : — 

1G52,  April  19.  rrosentments  of  Ronnington  9,  amon?  whom  was  John 
Falder,  of  Shilbottlc,  "who  have  noylected  to  bring  in  their  Turfis  to  the 
Castle ;  and  1  presc  nted  "  that  hath  not  brought  in  Thorns  to  rtpuiio  the 
hedges  of  the  Demesne." 
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1655.  Robert  Emhleton  did  not  Lrini,' coals  for  Hovcnal  times ;  and  ITiomna 
Shepherd,  of  Deinviulve,  did  not  hrinf^  wliins  to  Alnwick  Castle. 

1G79.  "Thomas  Philijjson  pruseuts  John  Lislo  for  not  perfonningc  hi.'j 
bondage  in  not  bringingo  in  Straw  to  Alnowicko  Castle ;"  and  he  is  amerced 
Is.  fid. 

1G80.  "Cuthbert  Shell  not  doeing  his  dutye  in  leading  tliornes  to  tho 
Closes  of  the  Castle,  which  by  their  Custom  and  Service  is  duo  tlie  Castle;" 
Thomas  Sheapherd,  William  Tliew,  John  Uromwell,  (rcorge  Thomjjson,  Jolm 
Shepherd,  Ealph  Thew,  Edward  Crarrett,  Luke  Hunter,  Holland  Jiobinson, 
Richard  Robinson,  and  Cuthbert  Shepherd  were  presented  for  the  same ; 
and  each  was  amerced  Is. 

1C82.  "Thomas  Ladyman  prescntos  Edward  Adams  for  refuseing  to  Load 
Millst(mes  to  Lonn'hou!;liton  IMill ;"   and  he  is  amerced  Is. 

"  Thomas  Ladyuiun  and  Arthur  Johnston  presents  George  Shcephcrd, 
William  Peet,  (leorge  Right,  and  John  ^\'^eddlo  for  refuseing  to  cast  llaggs 
for  the  said  Longhoughton  ]\Iill,  which  tliey  are  bound  to  doe  by  bondage  ;" 
and  each  is  amerced  Is.  8d. 

Eight  Persons  of  Rilton  ai'c  amerced  "for  withdrawing  their  Service  to 
their  Lord  in  not  bringing  Coles  to  Alnwicke  Castle." 

"  We  order  that  noe  person  for  the  future  doe  withdraw  their  Service  from 
the  Lord  of  this  manner  upon  paine  of  39111  ;"   So  says  my  Ijord's  Couil. 

Eighteen  persons  of  Lesbury  were  amerced  iii  sums  from  Is.  8d.  to  3s.  4d. 
each,  "  for  ^\'ithcb•aw'ing  their  Service  from  the  Lord  of  the  ilannor,  in  not 
leading  Shvtes  from  Seaton  Carr  unto  Aln^^^ck  Castle." 

1088.  "Presented  for  withdrawing  their  Services  in  not  doting  their 
bondage  to  the  Castle,  we  amerce  them  ;  \i/,..  The  Inhabitants  of  Denwicke, 
Rennington,  Longhoughton,  I/csbury,  Pilton,  and  Shillioltle.     Noo  prove." 

"  We  present  Mr.  tioorgo  Burrell  and  Edward  Adams,'  of  Longhoughton, 
■who  owes  Bondage  to  tlie  Castle  of  Alnwick  and  hath  not  done  it.  No 
prove." 

Of  these  three  hundred  copyhohls  not  one  now  exists.  We 
cannot  view,  without  regret,  tlie  total  extinction  of  this  body 
of  small  landed  proprietors  ;  they  were  an  important  ])art  of 
the  stmdy,  iiidr])endent  yeomanry  of  old  iMij^land,  and  their 
loss  has  left  a  <;ap  in  our  social  system.  Tlie  history  of  their 
extinction  has  not  been  written  ;  perhaps  it  is  now  irreco- 
verable, though  there  are  traditions  of  the  unfair  means — 
chicanery,  misre])resentation,  threats — used   to   sweep   them  ■  ■ 

away.  The  tendency,  however,  of  modern  times  has  b(>en 
for  large  properties  to  absorb  the  smaller — to  mass  land  into 
a  few  hands.     Some  centuries  ago  there  were  250,000  land-  ;   ip-l 

owners  in  England  ;  now  there  are  only  30,000.  If  this 
process  goes  on — dissevering  the  mass  of  the  people  from  the  j 

land   on   which   they    live — revolutionising    as    it    Avcre   the  > 

character  of  our  social  system — discontent  may  arise  and 
demands  be  made  for  sweeping  changes,  which  may  endanger 
the  constitution. 

Two  extracts  from  Hall's  Survey  Avill  give  most  interesting 
information,  not  only  as  to  the  nature  of  the  copyhold  tenure 
but  also  of  the  character  of  the  copyholders  themselves,  and 
of  the   condition  of  the   north   at    this   period.      It  will  bo 
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observed  tliat  tlic  "reasonable  use"  of  tbe  custom  of  tbe 
manor  of  Cockerinoutli  liad  been  so  satisfactory  to  tenants, 
that  other  lords  of  manors  in  Cumberland  liad  made  similar 
grants  to  their  tenants.  Tliis  runs  counter  to  the  commonly 
received  opinion,  that  no  copyhold  tenures  could  be  created 
after  the  reigu  of  Richard  I.,  the  time  of  legal  memory  ;  but 
here  th(;re  seem  to  have  been  copyholds  created  long  after  that 
period.  This  new  creation,  however,  does  not  apply  to  the 
Alnwick  copyholds,  Avhich  were  in  existence  before  the  time 
of  legal  memory ;  and  the  phrase  used  in  reference  to  them 
merely  describes  the  tenure,  by  a  reference  to  a  previous 
description  under  Cockermouth,  and  is  not  indicative  of  its 
origin. 

"  The  Barony  of  Alnwick  and  the  Countrey  aboutes  ys  not  in 
all  places  so  wast  as  Cumbroland,  but  the  soil  somewhat  better 
and  the  people  more  gyven  to  tyllage  and  labour  tlien  in  the 
countrey  of  Cumberland,  and  yet  very  pooro,  because  they  are 
liable  to  keep  up  greater  number  of  Oattell  of  any  kyndo,  then 
may  lye  in  house  at  uyght,  because  yt  ys  so  nero  Scotland  of  one 
parte,  and  the  busshe  country  of  Tynedale  of  the  other  parte, 
whoso  wht)le  lyfo  and  delyto  ys  onely  in  robb}-ing  and  spoyhng 
there  poore  noyghbours,  and  more  hanne  is  done  to  the  poore 
Countreymen  by  the  Eydirs  of  Tynedale  then  by  the  oj^en 
enemys  of  the  Scottes." 

"To  the  said  hous  belong  a  great  number  of  customary  tenants 
which  hold  their  lands  by  copy  of  suit  court,  to  thorn  and  to  their 
heirs,  doing  to  tlio  said  lord  foto  service  by  himself  and  all  his 
family  to  tlie  bordors,  when  necessity  shall  reipiiro,  and  imyiiig 
his  line  at  the  lord's  will  after  the  death,  alienation,  or  exchange 
of  any  lord  and  tenant,  Avhich  custom  hath  lieretofore  been  of 
the  lords  of  that  house  so  reasonably  used  as  all  the  most  of  the 
customary  tenants  of  tlxe  Earls  in  all  the  coimtries  of  Cumber- 
land, Northmnberland,  York,  and  the  bishoprick  of  Durham, 
have  in  all  of  theim  ancient  grants  and  copies  to  hold  to  theim 
and  thoir  heirs,  according  to  tlie  custom  of  those  of  Cockermouth, 
(the  lilfo  grants  have  been  made  by  the  lords  of  manors  within 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  wherewith  the  tenants  thought  them- 
selves well  pleased  and  in  good  estate,  and  albeit  tliere  farmholds 
were  but  small  yet  the  conunons  were  great  and  large.)  So  as 
the  tenants  were  well  able  to  live  and  maintain  themselves  and 
their  family  and  ah^'ays  to  have  in  readiness  hor.'^e  and  such  ai-ms 
as  the  country  requireth  for  the  service  of  the  prince  and  defence 
of  their  coimtry,  till  now  of  late  years  the  greediness  of  the  lords 
hath  been  such  and  tlteir  practices  so  horrible,  by  making  con- 
veyances and  devises  of  their  land  to  cause  the  poor  tenants  to 
make  fine  sometimes  once  or  t^^  ice  tlu-ee  or  fom-  years  or  more, 
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as  to  thorn  seemod  good,  as  tho  poor  tenants  arc  soo  raimsomod 
that  they  are  neither  able  to  live  and  mainlain  tlieir  family,  aa 
yet  to  have  horse  or  arms  to  serve  tlie  prince  and  maintain  tho 
country,  so  as  tliat  custom,  wliich  heretofore  tliey  most  desired 
is  now  become  so  odious  unto  them,  as  tliey  are  not  able  to  endui-o 
it.  And  albeit  the  country  consist  most  in  wast  ground,  and  is 
very  cold,  hard,  and  barren  for  the  winter,  yet  it  is  very  popu- 
lous and  breedetli  tall  men  and  hard  of  nature,  whoso  habitations 
are  most  in  the  valleys  and  dales  where  every  man  hath  a  small 
portion  of  ground,  -o-hich  albeit  tlie  soil  bo  hard  of  nature,  yet  by 
continual  travel  is  made  fertile  to  their  groat  relief  and  comfort, 
for  their  greatest  gain  consisteth  in  breeding  of  cattle,  wliich  are 
no  charge  to  them  in  the  summer,  by  reason  they  are  pastured 
and  fed  upon  the  mountains  and  wastes  where  they  have  suffi- 
cient pasture  all  tlio  year,  unless  gi-oat  snows  chance  in  the  winter 
to  cover  the  gTound,  for  remedy  wliereof  they  are  driven  either 
to  sell  their  cattle  or  else  to  provide  for  winter  meat  for  them, 
and  becaiise  the  greatest  part  of  the  country  consisteth  in  wast 
and  moimtains,  they  have  but  httle  tillage  by  reason  whereof 
they  live  liardly  and  at  ease,  which  maketh  them  tall  of  personage 
and  able  to  endure  hardness  when  necessity  reqiui-eth." 

The  following  will  of  J.  Bartram  Younger,  of  Alnwick, 
made  in  154:7,  is  given  here  as  illustrative  of  the  period.  lie 
had  been  a  llonian  Catholic  as  he  adopts  the  usual  prelim- 
inary form  prior  to  the  reformation.  The  sums  left  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  children  are  wonderfully  small. 

In  Dei  nomine  union  \-iccsimo  die  niensis  Jiilii  anno  doraini  1547'no  J, 
Bavtrani  Yonger,  of  Abnvyk,  soak  in  t)0(lj'  but  holl  of  ixnioinlninnun  do  m;iik 
my  tostainent  and  laato  wyll  iji  manor  and  formo  fuU)wyn.i,' :  Fyi  st,  I  gy\c 
my  sowU  unto  Almyghtie  God,  our  Llesscd  Lady,  and  all  tlie  holie  eompany 
of  heaven,  And  my  body  to  Lo  buried  in  tho  Churoh  Yard  of  Sanote  Michaoil 
th'  arohaungell  of  Alnwick  aforesaid,  vdth  my  mortuaries  accustomed  and 
deAv  to  bo  yiven  to  the  Church,  And  I  gyv  unto  my  -wy-fl'  Allcson  for  the  use 
of  the  upbrjmgyng  of  my  Chylder,  8yx  Shyllynr^cs  and  Eight  pence,  To  bo 
ycrlie  rasavyd  ami  persa\'yd  by  tho  said  Alloson  my  wyff  or  her  assynez  of 
my  landcs  and  tenemcnto3,  sett,  lyeing,  and  boyng  -within  the  town  and 
feyldos  of  North  Cherlton,  ft-om  the  day  of  tlic  dait  herof  unto  th'  end  and 
torme  of  fourteino  yorea  next  folowyng,  fully  to  be  completyd,  endytt,  and 
rone.  And  after  th'  end  of  the  sad  fourteino  yerus  thane  the  said  vj^  viij'l  to 
revert  unto  my  eldest  sono  William  Yonger  my  lioii-,  lawfully  begotten.  And 
after  his  death  the  same  to  rema5'ne  unto  th'  oldest  of  his  brother  and  thano 
levying,  To  hold  to  hyme  du^)^lg  his  lyli'  naturall  and  after  tlicir  decesse 
lykwyse  to  the  rest  of  my  Chylder  as  thor  ages  answcres  durjmg  their  lyffes 
after  tho  death  of  one  to  ano  other  and  after  the  decesse  of  allmy  Chylder 
thane  I  \vyll  the  same  to  revert  unto  my  nerast  heir.  Item,  T  gj-^'o  to  my 
sono  Henry  Yongor  my  seat  howse  after  his  mother's  decesse.  Item,  I  gyve 
to  my  sone  Williaino  fyve  yowos.  Item,  I  gyve  to  my  two  Chylder  that  is  in 
SoM-th  Country  to  aither  of  theime  two  she\ii  if  thJy  come  to  fetch  theime. 
Item,  I  gyv  to  my  son  George  two  yowos.  The  rosodew  of  my  goodos  I  gyvo 
imto  my  said  wylF  Allesonc  and  my  Chylder,  who  I  maik  my  cxeeutours,  they 
to  dispone  the  saime  to  the  -welth  of  my  sowU  and  theii-  profeito,  ■wytnesses 
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hereof  is  Sjt  Robert  Forstor,  parisshe  preyst,  William  (Jlennel,  Johne  Tayker, 
Nicholas  C-'hanler,  Jhoiie  Skott,  Thomaa  Ladymano,  with  other  moo. 
This  ho  th'  inventorie  of  all  my  goodos  iiiovablo  and  imovuhlo. 
Imprimis  tone  Sheypo  xxs 
Item  an  Kow  x^ 

Item  in  howshold  stuff  wortho  vjs  viiji 
Dettos  that  I  amo  awen — 
Item  to  Thomas  Andersono  iiij^  Item  to  Jhone  Skott  ij^  iiij":! 

(Memorandum  of  Probate  before  the  Coimni.ssary  of  Northumberland,  21 
.n.,  1547  [i.e.  1548  N.  S.].     Seal  of  office  destroyed.) 

The  will  of  Gcorf>-e  Harbottel,  of  Calloche  Park,  who  styles 
himself  c/e)itilman,  made  in  1570,  shews  how  small  an  amount 
of  property  a  gentleman  might  possess.  lie  bequeaths  his 
son  John  unto  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  "  and  the  lodge 
and  office  to  hym  at  my  lord's  pleasure,  trustinge  that  he 
will  stand  good  lord  and  maister  unto  hym,  whereby  he 
may  the  better  bringe  upe  my  ehilder."  He  gives  to  llobert 
Harbottel  one  cow  nnd  calf;  and  then  follows 

"An  Inventory  of  all  the  '^'•oods  arid  chattclls  movable  and  immoveable  of 
this  testator  praysed  and  valewed,  the  xxvitli  day  of  February,  1570.  \n 
primis  xvi  liead  of  nulto  of  yonj^ar  and  elder  x\'il— xlijiie  shepe  of  yongar  and 
elder  vl— vj  calves  xx«— cornc  in  the  yard  xlvjs  viijd— in  swyne  x^— summa 
xxiiijl  xvjs  viijJ  ."* 

James  Melville,  an  eminent  minister  in  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, in  his  autobiography  has  some  slight  notices  of  Alnwick 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  ceiUury.  On  the  2nd  of 
August,  158-1,  he  visited  Alnwick;  "We  cam  that  night  " 
says  he,  "  to  Anwcik  and  ludget  in  the  house  of  a  widow, 
whoso  son-in-law,  g\iidmau  of  the  hous,  was  lyiind  seek  of 
mauey  deadlie  wounds,  gilfen  him  l)e  tlie  Seottes  theives  on 
the  Uordar.  And  yet  we  receavat  never  an  cvill  countenance 
of  them."  He  was  again  at  Alnwick  in  1585,  and  iiis  record 
of  the  visit  exhibits  the  character  of  Sir  John  Forster,  the 
lord  warden.  "  We  haid  occasion  "  says  he,  "  divers  tymes 
to  sing  unto  the  praise  of  our  God  that  126  Psalme,  with 
manic  ma  (more),  but  namlie  at  our  coming  to  Anwik  on  the 
second  Sabathe  of  our  Journey,  (13th  November.)  Ther  wo 
rested,  and  war  called  to  dinner  be  Sir  Jhone  Fostar,  Lord 
Warden,  wha  at  mides  of  diinier,  began  bathe  to  gloriiie  Gud 
in  reeompting  what  he  haid  wrought  already,  and  to  pro- 
phesie  concerning  the  stay  of  foull  wather  and  of  pestilence. 
There  Avas  a  pestilence  that  somer  in  l']dinburgh,  St.  An- 
drew's, Perth,  and  Dundee,  and  a  tempestuous  rainy  harvest, 
which  the  peiple  attributed  to  the  exile  of  the  ministers  and 

*   North  Country  Wills,  II.,  p.  108. 
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noLlemeii  by  a  licontioiis  court;  ■\vlicrcfbie  all  tlie  ministers  of 
Cxod  war  brouglit  ham  agaiuo,  as  indeed  it  was  marked  and 
found  witliin  a  moncthe,  tliat  we  war  estouished  to  heir  the 
mouthe  of  a  warldlie  civill  man  sa  opened  to  speak  out  the 
woundarfuU  warkes  and  praises  of  God  wrought  for  us.  We 
Avar  in  eompanie  a  nine  or  ten  liours ;  and  fand  him  the 
gratius  God  of  the  land  in  retourning,  as  Ave  fand  him  of  the 
sees  in  our  passage  soutliward."* 

Of  all  the  natives  of  the  toAvn,  William  de  Alncwyk, 
L.L.I).,  Avho  ilourished  during  tliis  period,  was  one  of  the 
most  illustrious.  Prior  to  the  general  use  of  surnames,  some 
addition  Avas  usually  made  to  the  Christian  name,  derived 
from  a  personal  quality,  from  occupation  or  from  residence, 
to  distingoiish  one  person  from  another.  The  most  important 
man  in   a  hamlet   or  vill,  Avhen  signing  a   document,  Avould  .!'< 

add  the  name  of  the  place  ;  and  thus  some  John  or  William 
de  AlneAN'yk  Avould  orignnato  the  family  name.  In  I068 
AVilliam  de  ^Vbnvyk  Avas  controller  of  the  customs  of  Berwick, 
and  Thomas  de  x\lnewyk  Avas  Aveiglier  of  avooI  there  in  1392. 
Alan  de  Abnvick,  a  goldsmith  of  York,  founded  and  endowed 
a  chantry  in  that  city  in  1483  ;  and  about  the  same  period. 
Join)  de  Alnewyk  Avas  paid  IGd.  for  Avorking  seven  days  at 
York  jNlinster.  As  Ave  liave  seen,  a  I'amily  of  Abnvick  Avas 
living  in  the  town  in  147-1,  Avhen  John  de  Alnewyk  Avas  a 
chaplain  in  the  chantry.  William  de  AlncAvyk,  Avas  appointed 
bv  Henry  Y.  confessor  of  the  monastery  of  Sion  in  his  manor 
oi'  Islcworth,  Avhicb  now  belongs  to  the  duke  ol"  Xortlnunber- 
land.  In  1  ll2(),  he  Avas  prior  of  Wymondham  in  Noitblk, 
confessor  to  Henry  YL,  archdeacon  of  Salisbury,  and  keei)er 
of  the  Privy  Seal.  As  a  commissioner  to  adjust  dlflerences 
oi\  the  borders  be  was  employed  in  1423  and  1425.  By 
Pope  Martin  be  Avas,  in  142G,  appointed  bishop  of  Norwich  ; 
ami  Avhile  there,  he  built  the  Avest  end  of  the  cathedral  and 
the  principal  entrance  to  the  Bishop's  Palace,  on  Avhich  he 
placed  the  arms  of  his  family — Argent  a  cross  moline  sable, 
and  added  Orate  pro  (Diinia  Doin'tni  M'illichni  AJttwyl-.  On 
September  lOtli,  1436,  he  Avas  translated  to  the  see  of  Lin- 
coln, lie  died  on  December  5th,  1449,  and  Avas  buried 
in  the  cathedral.  His  own  arms,  Avitb  those  of  the  sees  of 
NorAvicb  and  Lincoln,  are  placed  over  liis  tomh,  along  Avitli  an 
epitaph  in  Latin  verse.  In  his  Avill,  Avliich  Avas  proved  at 
Lambeth  in   1449,  he  shews  a  regard  tor  his  native  town; 

*  Melville's  Autobiography,  p.  227. 
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besides  giving  ten  pounds  towards  walling  the  town  and  ten 
pounds  towards  the  fabric  of  the  church  of  Alnwick,  he 
bequeathed  to  the  parish  church,  for  tlio  priests  officiating, 
his  missal  th(>  third  in  value,  one  antiplionar,  (Uie  bloody 
coloured  vestment  of  cloth,  liaviiig  lions  of  g(jld  interwoven, 
one  chcsuble  dalmatic  and  tunic,  three  albs  and  three  copes 
of  the  same  set,  and  one  chalice.  To  Alnwick  Abbey  he 
bequeathed  for  the  high  altar  one  pair  of  small  vessels  of 
silver,  with  llowcrs  enamelled  on  the  base  and  Avith  a  pipe 
in  the  side  of  one  of  them,  and  also  one  hundred  shillings; 
to  lloln  Abbey  he  gave  forty  sliillings,* 

*  Of  this  will  the  Iter.  J.  Itaiiie  has  himUij proturctl  for  mc  thefuUuivii  <j  extract, 
from  Mr.  Sluhft.s,  the  li&rariau  of  Zainbrth  Palace: — Item  lego  ecclesiE  parocliiali 
de  Ahiewyk  J)uiielniensis  diocesios,  ad  usum  sacerdotiim  ibidem  celebrantiuin,  et 
paiochianoruin  ibidem,  terlium  meum  Missale  in  valorc,  unum  Antiplionaiium, 
unum  vestimentum  meum  blodiuiii  de  jmniio  auii  cum  leonibus  auri  iiitextis, 
unam  viz.  casulam  dalraaticam  tunicain  tits  albas,  ties  capas  ejusdein  secta?,  et 
unum  calicein,  ad  dispositiouem  meoium  txecutoium.  Item  lego  abbaii  et  con- 
ventui  canonicorum  de  Ahiewyk  unum  jiar  polvium  parvarum  de  argeiito  cum 
floribus  in  fuiulis  ipsavum  ananiellaiis  et  fistula  in  unius  latere  dictarum  pelviuiu 
ad  summum  corum  altaie,  et  centum  solidos.  Item  lego  I'ratribiis  ibidem  Car- 
melitis  de  lloln  xls.  Item  lego  decern  libras  ad  muialioricm  (jusdem  vilhe  de 
Alnewyk,  et  ad  I'abiicam  eccleuice  ejusdem  x,  li. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

SEVENTH,  EIGHTH,  NINTH,  TENTH,  AND  ELEVENTH 
EAELS  or  NOETHUMBEELAND— EEOM  1557  TO  1670. 

TnOMAS,  THE  SEVENTH  EARL — A  KOMAN  CATnOLIC — RESTORED  TO 
THE  BARONY — IN  DISGRACE  AND  REBELS — ALNWICK  CASTLE  IN 
THE  HANDS  OF  REBELS — TAXEN  BY  SIR  JOHN  FORSTER — REBEL- 
LION CRUSHED — EARL  FLEES  TO  SCOTLAND  —  BETRAYED  ^VND 
EXECUTED — HERALDRY — HENRY,  THE  EIGHTH  EARL — BECOMES 
PROTESTANT — FALLS  UNDER  SUSPICION — CHARGED  A^TTH  TREASON 
AND  IMPRISONED — SHOOTS  HIMSELF — HENRY,  THE  NINTH  EARL — 
JOINS  THE  FLEET  AGAINST  THE  ARMADA — EXTRAVAGANT — UN- 
HAPPY MARJIIAGE — QUARREL  WITH  VEUE — THOMAS  PERCY  THE 
CONSPIRATOR — EARL  CONVICTED  OF  MISPRISION  OF  TREASON — 
FINED  AND  IMPltlSONED — HIS  LETTERS — HENRY  THE  WIZARD 
AND  THE  THREE  MAGI — RELEASED  AND  RETIRES  TO  PETWORTH — 
ALGERNON,     THE    TENTH    EARL — COISIMANDER    OF    THE    FLEET —  f 

CONNECTED    ^VITU     THE     PARLIAMEN'J'ARY     I'ARTY     DURING     THE 
CIVIL  AVAR — NEGOTIATES    FOR    PEACE — IIETIUES  TO  PETWORTH —  ■      .M 

HIS    CHAltACTEU — JOSCKLLNK,    THE    ELEVEN  lU    EARL — THE    I^VST 
OF    HIS    I'.UIILY — CHARACTER    OF   THE    PEliCY    LOVAINES. 

THOMAS  TEECY,  SEVENTH  EAEL  OF  NOETHUM- 
BEELAND. 

vVfter  l)clnj5  in  obscurity  twenty  years,  the  Percys  reappear 
as  busy  actors  in' national  events.  The  sixth  carl  dii'cl  with- 
out issue ;  and  the  children  of  his  brother  Thomas,  who  was 
attainted,  being  corrupt  in  blood,  could  not  succeed.  Thomas, 
nephew  of  the  last  carl  and  son  of  Thomas  Percy,  was,  like 
his  father,  a  Iloman  Catholic;  but  ]N[ary,  the  queen,  beini>- 
deeply  attached  to  the  llomish  faith,  looked  with  favour  on 
this  scion  f)f  the  Percy  family.  She,  therefore,  by  letters 
patent,  dated  oOth  of  April,  1557,  created  him  a  baron  of 
Parliament,  by  title  of  IJaron  Percy,  "in  consideration  of 
his  noble  descent,  constancy,  virtue,  and  valour  in  deeds  of 
arms,  and  other  shining  qualifications."  There  being  no 
mention  of  the  ancient   place  of  barony   in   the  patent,  this 
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was  a  new  creation,  and  not  a  restoration  of  the  ancient 
lionse;  and  it  conld,  tlierefore,  claim  precedency  only  from 
the  date  of  the  patent.  ]>ut  on  the  followin.t^  day,  by  another 
patent,  the  qneen  promoted  him  to  the  dignity  of  earl  of 
Northumberland  in  consideration  that  his  ancestors,  ah  anti- 
quo  de  tempore  in  tcmpus,  had  been  earls  of  Northumberland; 
and  this  has  been  considered  a  perfect  restitution  to  the  earl- 
dom. The  queen,  in  addition,  granted  to  him  all  the  lands 
Avhich  had  belonged  to  his  ancestors,  then  in  her  possession. 
These  dignities  and  estates  Avere,  however,  bestowed  on  a 
qualified  tenure  ;  for  the  succession  was  restricted  to  the 
male  heirs  of  his  own  body,  and  failing  them,  to  the  heirs 
male  of  his  brother  Henry.  So  that  in  fact,  in  the  event  of 
failure  of  these  heirs,  the  dignities  would  become  extinct,  and 
the  estates  would  escheat  to  the  sovereign.  "When  Thomas 
Percy  was  created  baron,  there  Avas  a  stately  ceremony  in 
Whitehall ;  eight  heralds  and  twelve  trumpeters  marched 
first  through  the  chamber  into  the  hall,  followed  by  the  earl 
of  Pembrolcc  and  Lord  Montague;  and  after  them  came  the 
new  baron,  Malking  betAveen  tlie  earls  of  Arundel  and  Rut- 
land, attired  in  crimson  velvet,  with  a  hat  of  velvet  and  a 
coronet  of  gold  on  his  liead. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  earl  appeared  on  the  scene  of  border 
strife,  where  of  old  his  ancestors  were  wont  to  display  their 
prowess.  Jointly  with  Lord  >Vharton,  he  was  constituted 
warden  general  of  the  ]\Iarches  towards  Scotland,  and  captain 
of  the  town  and  castle  of  IJerwick,  with  ample  powers,  and 
with  a  yearly  salary  as  Avarden  of  the  Middle  March  of  oOO 
marks,  as  warden  of  the  Last  ^Ln-ch  and  captain  of  Lerwick 
of  700  marks,  with  other  allowances  ibr  his  deputies  and 
servants. 

Llizabeth,  after  her  accession  to  the  English  throne  in 
1559,  endeavoured  by  energetic  measin-es  to  ])rotect  the  bor- 
ders. She  appointed  the  earl  of  Northumberland  as  general 
warden.  A  formal  peace  Avas  concluded  betAvecn  the  Iavo 
nations,  and  the  earl,  as  one  of  the  l^nglish  commissioners, 
signed  the  treaty  on  the  21st  of  May,  1559,  at  Upsetlington. 
French  influence,  hoAvever,  soon  led  to  the  rencAval  of  hosti- 
lities. Intestine  commotions  in  Scotland  arising  out  of  the 
coniiict  between  tlie  papal  and  reformed  faiths  Aveakened 
that  kingdom;  and  the  English  entered  into  a  treaty  Avith  the 
Scotch  reformers,  and  sent  in  their  support,  into  Scotland,  an 
army  of  six  thousand  foot  and  tAvelve  hundred  and  fifty  liorse, 
under  the  comunmd  Lord  (jirey,.of  Willon,  Sir  lieury  Percy 
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being  general  of  tlie  light  horsenian.  At  Leith  there  "Was  a 
fierce  and  long  skirmish,  in  wliich  young  i\M-cy,  the  son  of 
Sir  Henry,  distinguished  himself  by  his  bravery.  Leith  was 
besieged  and  gallantly  defended;  but  before  it  could  be  taken, 
peace  was  concluded. 

For  some  years  after  this,  the  Percys  were  in  obscurity,  and 
probably  in  disgrace.  The  a])pointnu'ur  of  Earl  Grey,  who 
was  an  excellent  soldier,  to  the  ini])ortant  olHce  of  Avarden 
gave  offence  to  the  earl  of  Northumbeihuul ;  and  liis  chagrin 
would  be  aggravated  by  the  appointment  of  tlie  duke  of 
Bedford,  in  15G5,  as  lord  lieutenant  of  the  Northern  Counties. 
Being  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  might  not  look  with  affection 
on  the  vigorous  protestaut  rpieen;  and  she  on  the  otlier  hand 
might  not  be  disposed  to  invest  him  witli  official  power  in 
the  north,  -where  the  ref\)rmed  religion  had  made  less  ])rogress 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Notwithstanding  his 
adherence  to  the  old  faith,  Ik;  seized  and  ri'tuined  eight 
thousand  crowns,  which  had  been  sent  bv  the  ])0})e  to  help 
Mary,  rpieen  of  tlie  Scots,  in  lier  dillieuUics  ;  the  slii]),  in 
"which  it  was  conveyetl,  having  been  driven  on  the  Northum- 
brian coast  adjoining  the  i-arl's  huids. 

Jlis  dissati.sf.ution  witli  tlie  government  assumed  a  treason- 
able form  in  1568,  when  he  busied  himself  with  intrigues  to 
dethrone  his  sovereign,  and  re-establish  the  llomau  Catliolic 
religion.  iMnry,  the  unfortunate  queen  of  the  Scots,  Avas 
now  a  prisoner  in  Englaiul ;  and  the  earl  was  a  ])aitv  to  the 
schi-mc  fv)r  her  nuuriage  lo  the  duke  of  Ntirfolk  ;  but  this 
plot  was  thwarted  by  the  vigilance  of  I'dizabeth.  Tlie  earl, 
timid  and  vaceilating,  and  sensible  of  the  danger  which  hung 
over  him,  submitted  himself  fo  tlie  earl  of  Suffolk,  the  ])resi- 
dent  of  the  North,  and  besought  him  (o  mediate  Avitb  the 
(pieen.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  earl  continuing  to  hold 
treasonable  consultations  "with  other  lords,  the  queen,  on  iIk- 
1-ltb  of  November,  loGO,  issued  a  perem])tory  order  com- 
manding him  to  appear  before  her.*  When  lie  read  this 
order,  be  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  alarm  and  suspinse. 
Camden  says,  •'  between  the  softness  of  his  nature  and  the 
consciousness  of  bis  guilt;  the  bigotry  of  his  persuasion,  and 
the  violence  of  his  resentment  for  a  conceived  Avrong  done  to 
liini,  in  relation  to  a  rich  copper  mine  found  upon  his  estate, 
by  virtue  of  the  queen's  right  to  royal  mines  ;  he  seemed  to 
labour  under  a  very  great  suspense,  whether  it  were  best  to 
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ap])ly  to  her  Majeaty,  or  to  seek  his  safety  by  flight,  or  turn 
rebeh"*  J  lis  friends  and  servants  -svere  ripe  I'or  rebellion; 
luul  knowing-  his  cowardly  disposition,  they  adopted  means 
to  drive  him  into  decided  action.  At  midnight,  on  the  14th 
of  November,  15G8,  Avhen  he  was  at  Toi)clitf(;,  they  aroused 
and  alarmed  him  with  the  cry — that  Oswald,  Ulstrop,  and 
Vaughan,  his  enemies,  were  ready  with  arms  and  men  to 
take  him  prisoner  ;  they  told  him  that  the  catholics  were 
ready  all  l^ngland  over  to  assert  their  religion,  and  tliat  the 
bells  were  rung  baelcward  in  almost  every  parish  to  enconrage 
the  people  to  an  insurrection  ;  and  they  also  caused  the  bells 
of  tlie  town  to  be  rung  backward. f  In  a  panic  of  fear  he 
arose  from  his  bed,  and  sought  refuge  in  a  lodge  in  his 
own  park  ;  and  on  the  following  night  joined  the  earl  of 
Wcstmorcdand  at  ]5rancepath,  where  several  insurgents  were 
assembled.  These  earls  now  passed  the  rubicon  of  rebellion  ; 
their  war  cry  Avas  religion,  and  they  issued  a  manifesto 
declaring,  that  they  took  up  arms  with  no  other  design  than 
to  restore  the  religion  of  their  ancestors  ;  the  queen,  they 
said,  was  surrounded  "  by  divers  newe  set-up  nobles,  who 
not  onlie  g(j  aboute  to  overthrow  and  put  downe  the  ancient 
nobilitie  of  the  realme,  but  also  have  misused  the  queue's 
majestie's  own  personne,  and  also  have,  by  the  space  of 
twelve  yeares  nowe  past,  set  ujip  and  mayntayncd  a  new- 
found religion  and  heresie,  contrary  to  God's  word."  One 
great  object  the  rebels  had  in  view  was  to  liberate  Mary, 
(jueen  of  Scotland  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  countess  of 
Northund)erlaml  endeavoinvd  to  gain  access  to  her  in  the 
guise  of  a  nurse,  and  by  exchanging  clothes  to  enable  her  to 
escape ;  but  this  rather  common  place  stratagem  did  not 
succeed. 

The  rebels  on  tlic  IGth  of  November,  appealing  to  the  old 
religious  sentiment  of  the  north,  unfurled  their  banners,  on 
some  of  which  the  five  w^ounds  of  Christ  Avere  portrayed,  and 
on  otliers  the  chalice.  An  old  man,  llichard  Norton,  bore 
in  front  a  cross  Avith  a  streamer.  They  marched  first  to 
Durham,  and  celebrated  mass  in  the  cathedral  and  destrt>ycd 
English  bibles,  ])rayer  books,  and  the  connnunion  table.  The 
earl  Avent  to  llichmond,  then  to  Northallerton  and  Borough- 
bridge,  and  on  the  !20th,  along  Avith  his  countess,  he  joined  the 
carl  of  Westmoreland  at  llijion,  Avliere  mass  Avas  celebrated. 

*  Camden's  Eliz.,  II.,  p.  422. 
f  Stow  Cliron.,  p.  G63. 
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Tlicy  next  advanced  to  Clifford  Moor,  near  Wcthcrliy,  where 

their  forces  Avere  nuniLered  and  fonnd  to  amount  to  only  four 

thousand  foot   and  sixteen  hundred  horse* — a  power  quite 

inadefjuate  to  overthrow  an  established  throne.     The  small- 

ness  of  this  array  is  significant ;  for  a  larger  muster  might 

have  been  expected  in  the  northern   counties,  which  were 

still  the  stronghold  of  the  Roman  Catholic  party.     Sadler 

says — "  There  be  not  in  all  this  country   ten  gentlemen  that 

do  favour  and  alloAV  her  Majesty's  proceedings  in  the  cause 

of  religion  ;    and   the   common   peoj)le  be   ignorant,  full  of 

superstition,   and   altogether    blinded    with    the   old    popish 

doctrine."       Feiulal    attachments,   however,   Avere    breakiii"'  .1  '' 

up  ;  and  so  repeatedly  had  the  retainers  of  the  old  border  :       i 

chieftains   suffered   in   civil    strife,   that   the   battle   cries   of  1 

"  Percy  !  Percy  !  Esperance  !"  had  ceased  to  find  a  response 

in  the  hearts  of  Northumbrians  generally.    On  this  occasion,  ..    ,  : 

only  four  score  or  a  hundied  horsemen  out  of  Northumber-  |.,     | 

land,  gathered  around  the  ]*crcy  banner.     Yet  there  seems 

to  have  been  a  considerable  number  of  tlu;  disorderly  border 

men  ready  to  join  this  attem]it,  for,  says  Sir  John  Forster 

writing  from   IJamburgh  on   the  25th  of  November — "  the 

Earles  have  soe  practised  with  the  evil  men  of  England  and  ^ 

Scotland  to  break  the  borders  and  set  them  in  disorder,"  that 

he  distrusted  them. 

The  queen,  on  the  2Tth  of  November,  ordered  the  armorial 
ensigns  of  the  carl  of  Northumberland  to  be  remo\ed  from 
his  stall  as  knight  ot"  the  ilarti'r;  "  tlnil  all  other,  by  his 
exampl(>,  for  ever  more  hereafter,  beware  how  they  connnit 
or  doe  the  lyke  cryme  or  flill  in  lyke  shame  and  rebuke." 

The  earl  had  Avarned  his  retainers  to  be  in  "  defenceablc 
array ;"  and  numbers  of  them,  garrisoned,  on  his  behalf,  the 
castles  of  AlnAvick  and  Warkworth.  A  royal  proclamation 
Avas  in  consequence  issued  commanding  every  ])erson  to 
depart  from  these  castles  immediately,  declaring  those  to 
be  traitors  avIio  served  the  earl  or  remained  in  tliem.  Those 
holding  AluAvick  Castle,  on  being  summoned  l)y  Sir  John 
Forster,  the  Avarden  of  the  INliddle  ]\rarches,  refused  to  deliver 
it  up  ;  he  therefore  marched  through  the  town  to  the  Market 
Place,  and  there  repeated  tlie  proclamation,  and  connnanded 
all  the  earl's  tenants  to  repair  to  their  own  houses.  After 
this,  Avith  increased  forces,  he  returned  to  tlie  castle;  and  the 
garrison  having  no  hope  of  succour,  yielded  to   the  Avarden 
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and  saved  their  lives.  Warkwortli  in  like  manner  surren- 
dered; and  both  fortresses  were  garrisoned  by  loyal  men.* 

By  guarding  the  passes  of  the  country,  the  vigilant  warden 
prevented  several  of  the  earl's  dependents  from  joining  the 
insurrection.  Dispirited  by  Avant  of  adequate  support,  the 
insurgents  proceeded  no  furtlier  southward  tluin  Clifford 
Moor;  and  turning  back,  they  assaulted  IJarnard  Castle  and 
Hartlepool,  both  of  which  surrendered.  But  these  were  their 
last  successful  achievements.  They  hoped  to  have  had  help 
from  the  duke  of  Alva,  with  whom  they  had  been  in  treason- 
able correspondence  ;  but  none  caine ;  a  strong  royal  army 
was  on  the  way  to  attack  them;  and  money  too  was  wantino- 
to  maintain  their  own  troops ;  for  the  two  leaders  had  in- 
dulged a  magnificent  hospitality,  and  had  little  money  in 
their  possession  ;  the  earl  of  Northumberland  had  brought 
with  him  only  eight  thousand  crowns,  and  the  earl  of  West- 
moreland scarce  any  money  at  all.  Sir  John  Forster,  the 
warden,  who  was  accompanied  by  Sir  Henry  Percy,  had  on 
the  7th  of  I)ec(Mnber,  ''  a  gn.'at  skirmish  Avith  the  earl  of 
Northumberland."  After  this,  most  of  the  rebel  army  slunk 
away;  but  the  earl  of  Northumberlaiul  kept  the  field  till  the 
13th  of  December,  when  the  a])])roach  of  the  royal  army, 
under  Earl  Surrey,  compelled  liirn,  with  an  escort  of  five 
hundred  horsemen,  to  seek  safety  among  the  wild  borderers 
in  Liddesdale.  "  What  a  foml  and  fooUsh  ende"  says  Sir 
John  Forster,  "  these  rebells  have  made  of  their  traitorous 
rebellion." 

In  one  of  the  finest  of  the  border  ballads,  the  minstrel 
indulges  in  poetic  fancies,  and  presents  the  weak,  spiritless 
leader  as  somewhat  of  a  hero. 

'*  Earl  Percy  is  into  his  garden  gone 

And  after  liini  walkos  his  fairo  ladie, 
I  hoard  a  bird  sing-  in  mine  yoaro 

That  I  must  either  fight  or  floe. 
Then  rose  that  reverend  gontlonian  (Francis  Norton), 

And  with  liini  came  a  goodly  baud. 
To  join  the  brave  Earl  Percy 

And  all  the  llower  of  Nortliuniberland. 
Earle  Percy  there  his  ancyent  sju'ed 

The  Halfe-moono  shining  all  so  laire, 
The  Nortons  ancj'ent  had  the  Crosse 

And  tlio  five  wounds  urn-  Lord  did  beare. 

*   llollinshead — Sliaipe's  Mcnioriiils  of  the  Rebellion, 
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Now  spread  tliy  ancyent  Westmoreland 

Tlio  dun  ball  fiiiue  would  we  spye, 
And  thou  the  Erie  of  Northumberland 

Now  rayse  thy  half  moono  up  on  hyo. 
Eut  the  dun  bullo  is  fled  and  gone 

And  the  halfe  moone  vanished  away, 
And  tlie  Erles,  though  they  were  bravo  aud  Ivold, 

Against  soo  many  could  not  stay." 

The  accounts  of  the  earl's  capture  are  somewhat  different. 
One  statement  is  that  he  skulked  in  some  poor  cottages  at 
Harelaw  among  the  Grahams,  who  were  notorious  robbers  ; 
and  that  one  of  them,  Hector  Graham,  for  a  brilx3,  delivered 
him  to  the  earl  of  Murray  ;  for  this  inhospitable  deed,  the 
fierce  borderers,  who  respect  their  own  laws  of  honour,  wislied 
to  have  Hector's  head  that  they  might  eat  it  among  them  for 
supper.  Dr.  Percy's  account,  gathered  from  border  songs,  is 
a  little  more  romantic.  When  the  earl  reached  the  borders, 
he  was  seized,  stripped,  and  maltreated  l>y  thieves  ;  but  at  |    i 

length  he  found  an  asylum  in  the  house  of  Hector  of  Harelaw,  ('     j 

an  Armstrong,  who,  muler  considerable  obligations  to  him, 
had  pledged  his  honour  to  be  true.  Hector,  like  a  faithless 
wretch,  betrayed,  for  a  sum  of  money,  his  noble  guest, 
in  January,  1570,  to  James  Stewart,  the  earl  of  Murray. 
Retribution  followed  this  treachei-y  ;  Hector,  before  this,  was 
ricli,  but  soon  afterwards  he  sunk  into  poverty  ;  and  his 
infamous  conduct  gave  origin  to  a  proverb — To  take  Hectares 
Cloak,  is  applied  to  the  man  who  betrays  his  friend.  The 
earl  was  imprisoned  by  Murray  in  the  castle  of  Lochleven. 

For  this  rebellion,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  and  his 
countess  were  attainted  of  high  treason  and  outlawed,  along 
Avith  fifty-five  other  noblemen.  These  were  days  when 
human  life  was  little  valued,  and  when  hanging  and  decapita- 
tion were  the  sovereign  remedies  for  constitutional  diseases. 
A  fierce  and  bloody  vengeance  fell  on  the  insurgents.  Those 
who  possessed  property  were  honoured  with  a  trial,  that  their 
estates  might  be  confiscated ;  but  the  poorer  classes  were 
hung  without  trial  and  Avithout  mercy.  Sir  George  Bowes 
boasted  that  for  sixty  miles  in  length  and  fifty  in  breadth, 
between  Newcastle  and  Wetherby,  there  was  scarcely  a  town 
Avherein  some  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  hung  as  a  warning 
to  the  rest ;  sixty-three  constables  were  hung  in  the  city  of 
Durham.  "  I  guess"  says  Cecil,  "  it  will  not  be  muler  six 
or  seven  hundred  of  the   common    sort    that   shall   not  be 
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executed,  besides  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  field."     .Surely 
the  good  times  of  Queen  Bess  are  little  better  than  a  myth 

.?/''e,^^^"^>;  P*^r«y'  on  June  7th,  1570,  by  letter,  interceded 
with  Sir  William  Cecil  on  behalf  of  his  brother;  he  desired 
to  have  his  counsel  as  to  tlie  mode  of  proceeding  witli  his 
brother  Avho  is  very  penitent,  and  liis  wife  in  great  distress: 
and  he  hopes  that  certain  of  his  lands  will  not  be  granted 
away.  In  another  to  his  brother,  he  reproached  hini  with 
his  proceedings  m  the  late  rebellion,  and  urges  him  to  seek 
the  queen's  mercy  and  to  think  on  the  misery  and  desolation 
he  fias  occasioned.* 

The  countess  of  Northumberland  suffered  severely  in  the 
rebellion.       -  On   the  same   day,"  the   22nd  of  December, 
writhes  the  earl  of  Sussex  to  Cecil,   "the  Liddesdale  men  stole 
my  iady  ot  Northumberland's   horse  and  her  two  women's 
horses,   and  ten  other  horses;    so  as  when  the  earls  went 
away,  they  left  her,  and  all  the  rest  that  lost  their  horses,  ou 
loot,  at  John  of  Syde's  houst;— a  cottage  not  to  be  compared 
to  any  dog  kenoel  in  England.    Such  is  their  present  misery  • 
and  at  their  departing  from  her,  tliere  were  not  fifty  horse  • 
and  my  lord  of  Westmoreland  changed  his  coat  of  plate  and 
sword  With  John  of  the  Syde  to  be  more  unbeknown."     She 
sought  refuge  in  Scotland  with  the  laird  of  Fcrnihurst,  who 
took  her  to   Hume   Castle;    she  met,  however,   with  sorry 
treatment  from  the  Scots,  'Micing  miserably  entreated,  and 
torced  for  her  surety  to  remove  from  friend  to  friend  without 
rest  fearing  ever  to  be  spoiled  by   those   barbarous  peoi)le  " 
I'or  very  penury,  she  was  obliged   to  retire  from  Scotland 
and  seek  refuge  in  France. 

The  earl  continued  a  prisoner  in  Lochleven  Castle  till 
July,  1572,  when,  for  a  large  bribe,  he  was  ungenerously 
given  up  to  Lord  Ilunsdon,  g.)vernor  of  Berwick,  by  James 
Douglas,  earl  of  Morton,  who,  six  years  before  when  an  exile 
lu  F^ngland,  was  indebted  to  the  bounty  and  friendship  of 
the  earl  of  Northumberland.     The  nortliern  minstrel  sings—     • 

^  "  When  the  regent  was  a  banisht  man 

Wiih  nie  he  did  faire  welcome  find, 
And  whether  weal  or  woe  betide 

I  still  shall  find  him  true  and  kind." 

lie  was  conveyed  to  York,  and  on  the  22nd  of  August  was 
beheaded  as  a  traitor.     15efbre  he  suliered,  he  avowed  his 

»   Cal.  State  Papers,  LXXf.,  p.  381. 
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belief  in  the  pope's  supremacy,  and  affirmed  that  the  realm 
was  in  a  state  of  schism,  and  that  those  obedient  to  Elizabeth 
were  no  better  than  heretics.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Crux, 
York. 

By  his  Avife,  Anne,  third  daughter  of  Henry  Somerset,  carl 
of  Worcester,  he  had  one  son  only,  who  died  when  younj;, 
and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Mary,  was  married  to  Sir 
Thomas  Grey,  of  Wark. 

He  was  a  weak  minded  man,  and  bore  the  sobriquet  of 
"  Thomas  the  Simjile  ;"  but  in  the  northern  ballads  descrip- 
tive of  the  rising  of  the  north,  he  is  designated  "The  Moon," 
in  allusion  to  the  I'ercy  badge  of  tlie  crescent. 

Arms. —  Quarterhj  of  Six. — I.,  Percy  and  Lncij  qiuirtcrhj. 
II.,  Old  Prrcy.  HI.,  Poyiiliigs.  IV.,  Fltz-Puyne. 
v.,  Bryan.  YL,  Quarterly.  1.  Three  hottlesi  hottes^^ 
(bats),  or  icicles.  2.  Three  cscollojjs,  two  and  one  S. 
Three  ewers,  two  and  one.  4.  Three  water  honyets,  two 
and  one. 

FIG.  4-2 


BadCxES.  —  A   crescent.       A   lochet    lolthln   the  horns   of  a 
crescent. 

Motto. — Esj)erance  en  Dlcii. 
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HENRY,  EIGHTH  EAEL  OE  NOETHUMBEELAND. 

Thomas,  the  seventh  earl,  dying  without  male  issue,  his 
titles  and  estates  descended  to  his  brother  Henry,  by  virtue 
of  the  entail  made  in  the  reign  of"  Queen  JNIary.  Long  before 
his  accession  to  the  barony  (jf  x\ln\vick,  he  had,  as  we  liave 
seen,  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  border  warfare  by  his 
vigilance  and  courage.  When  liis  l)rother  was  in  rebellion, 
Henry  was  zealous  and  active  in  the  queen's  service,  and 
aided  Sir  John  Forster,  the  warden,  in  extinguishing  the 
insurrection.  Tn  a  letter  to  him,  the  queen  expressed  her 
gladness  for  his  loyalty  and  assured  him  that,  as  a  reward  of 
his  fidelity,  she  would  liave  a  due  regard  to  tlie  continuatioir 
of  his  house  in  his  person  and  blood.  lie  Avas,  in  1575, 
sunmioned  to  parliament  as  earl  of  Northumberland;  and 
was  also  made  a  knight  of  the  Garter, 

He  had  in  15G0  conformed  to  the  Protestant  religion  ;  for 
in  that  year,  he  Avas  one  of  tliose  commissioners,  who  in 
confidence  of  their  approved  piety,  wisdom,  prudence,  and 
care,  Avere  appointed  to  administer  the  oath  authorised  by 
parliament  to  the  ecclesiastics  throughout  the  kingdom.  He 
must,  hoAvever,  have  liad  a  secret  attachment  to  the  old  faith; 
for  he  soon  afterAvards  became  an  oljject  of  suspicion  to  the 
government.  His  movements  Avcre  watched,  and  so  harshly 
Avas  lie  treated,  that  from  about  the  year  1575  he  Avas  not 
allowed,  being  a  suspected  person,  to  go  far  from  the  environs 
of  li(in(l(,)n.  This  was  a  jjcriod  of  plots  and  intrigues; 
the  adherents  oi'  po])t>r^•  avcmo  always  on  the  alert,  by  their 
emissaries,  to  stir  uj)  rebellion,  and^  doubtless,  it  Avas  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  be  Avary  and  vigilant ;  but  un- 
Avorthy  means  Avere  used  to  trap  people;  counterfeit  letters 
Avere  privately  sent  in  the  name  of  the  queen  of  the  f>cots, 
and  spies  Avere  employed  to  listen  to  ])Cople's  discourses  and 
to  report  even  idle  talk.  Through  such  contemptible  artifices 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  Avas  inculpated;  and  in  1584  he 
Avas  arrested  and  committed  prisoner  to  the  toAver,  char<Ted 
Avith  having  secretly  plotted  Avith  Throckmoiton,  Lord  Pa"et, 
and  the  Guises,  for  the  invasion  of  England  and  the  liberation 
of  jMary,  queen  of  the  Scots.  "He  was  one  of  those  stars" 
says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  ''  avIio  shot  madly  from  their  spheres 
in  the  cause  of  Mary." 

The  charge  rested  chiefly  on  some  confession  made  by 
AVilliam  Shelly,  avIio  Avas  a  friend  of  the  earl  and  an  accom- 
]-)licc  of  Throekmorton  ;  but   the   evidence  of  guilt  nnrst  not 
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liave  been  convincing,  since  tlie  earl,  though  kept  in  prison 
for  about  a  year,  was  never  brought  to  trial.  Probably  enough, 
he  had  committed  himself  to  some  of  the  plots  that  were 
concocted  for  the  deliverance  of  INIary ;  but  the  severity  with 
which  Roman  Catholics  were  treated,  tended  to  breed  rebel- 
lion. *'The  conduct  of  the  government  towards  the  catholics" 
says  a  judicious  historian,  "somewhat  resembled  the  brutal 
pranks  of  a  set  of  boys  who  drive  and  torment  a  dog  until  he 
is  mad,  and  then  shoot  him  for  being  dangerous." 

The  cause  of  his  death  is  involved  in  mj'stery.  After  being 
about  a  year  in  the  tower,  his  ordinary  keeper  was  removed, 
and  replaced  by  Bailiff,  a  servant  of  Sir  Christopher  Ilattonj 
and  on  the  next  morning,  the  21st  of  June,  1585,  he  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed,  "  shot  with  three  bullets  near  the 
left  pap,"  his  chamber  door  being  bol-ted  on  the  inside.  An 
inquest  was  held  and  the  jury  "considered  the  place,  found 
the  pistol  and  gun])Owder  in  the  chamber,  and  examining  his 
man  that  bought  the  pistol  and  him  that  sold  it,  gave  their 
verdict  that  he  had  killed  himself."  His  death  ai)pears  to 
have  created  a  sensation  and  even  alarmed  the  government ; 
for,  three  days  afterwards,  there  was  a  full  meeting  of  the 
peers  of  the  realm  in  the  Star  Chamber,  when  the  lord  clian- 
cellor  affirmed  that  the  earl  had  laid  violent  hands  on  himself, 
being  terrified  with  the  guilty  consciousness  of  his  offence ; 
and  to  satisfy  the  multitude,  who  are  always  prone,  the 
chancellor  said,  to  believe  the  worst,  the  attorney  and  the 
solicitor-general  explained  to  (he  peers  the  riMsons  why  the 
carl  had  been  kept  in  prison  and  the  manner  of  his  ileath. 
Grave  suspicions  were  entertained  by  the  lloman  Catholics, 
that  Hatton  had  been  instrumental  in  assassinating  the  earl ; 
and  a  modern  writer  says  "the  whole  transaction  l>ears  many 
marks  of  a  government  prison  murder ;"  but  to  support  this 
conclusion,  there  is  little  else  than  the  time  of  death  coincid- 
ing with  the  change  of  keeper,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  difficult  to  find  a  suflicient  reason  to  induce  the  government 
to  commit  so  great  a  crime  ;  the  earl  was  far  from  being  a 
formidable  personage,  while  the  ministers  of  Elizabeth  were 
able  and  Avise,  and  not  likely  to  perpetrate  deeds,  at  once 
marked  by  folly  and  guilt.  To  save  his  estates  from  forfeiture 
and  his  family  from  ruin,  might  have  induced  the  earl  to  end 
his  own  life.  Camden  says  "  many  good  men  Avere  much 
affected  that  so  great  a  person  died  so  miserable  and  lament- 
able a  death  ;  as  well  because  men  naturally  fa\  our  nobility, 
as   that   he   had    acquired    singular    commendation    for    his 
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valour.      He  was  a  man  of  a  lively  and  active  spirit  and 
courage."* 

He  married  Catherine,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
John  Neville  Lord  Latimer,  and  through  her  the  manor 
of  Burton-Latimer  came  into  the  Percy  family.  They 
had  eight  sons  and  three  daughters — Henry,  Avho  succeeded 
him  ;  Thomas,  who  died  unmarried  in  L587 ;  William,  who 
died  unmarried  in  1648;  Sir  Charles,  who  died  without  issue 
in  16:28;  Sir  llichard,  who  died  unmarried  in  Anglers ;  Sir 
Alan,  who  died  without  issue  in  1613  ;  Sir  Josceline,  who 
died  unmarried ;  and  George,  Avho  died  unmarried  in  1632 
in  the  Low  Countries. 

HENEY,  NINTH  EAEL  OF  NOETHUMBEELAND. 

Henry  the  ninth  earl,  one  of  the  most  singular  characters 
of  his  age,  must  now  appear  on  the  stage  of  our  history. 
He  was  born  in  April  1564,  and  had  just  attained  his 
majority,  when  in  1585  he  succeeded  to  the  honours  and 
estates  of  his  father.  He  soon  afterwards  joined  the  army  sent 
from  England,  under  Robert  Dudley,  earl  of  Leicester,  to  aid 
the  Netherlands  against  the  Spaniards.  At  a  later  period  in 
1588,  when  England  rose  in  her  might  to  drive  from  her  shores 
and  to  destroy  the  "  Livincible  Armada  "  of  S])ain,  he  was 
one  of  "  the  English  gentry  of  the  younger  sort  who  entered 
themselves  volunteers,  and  taking  leave  of  their  parents, 
wives  and  children,  did,  with  incredible  cheerfulness  hire 
ships  at  their  own  charge,  and  in  pure  love  to  their  country 
joined  the  grand  ileet  in  vast  numbers. "f 

Notwithstanding  these  early  indications  of  patriotic  hero- 
ism, he  appears  to  have  fallen  into  expensive  and  dissipated 
habits.  Coming  into  a  splendid  inheritance  at  an  early  age, 
he  Avas,  it  is  said,  surrounded  Avith  parasites,  who  nursed  his 
follies,  and  led  him  into  extravagances.  His  marriage  in  1594 
with  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Walter  Devereux,  earl  of  Essex, 
and  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Perrot  was  unfortimate  ;  for  their 
tempers  were  incompatible  ;  and,  although  she  had  borne 
him  children,  he  separated  from  her.  She  lived  at  Sion 
Hoiise,  sad  and  melancholy,  though  at  times  playing  with 
her  child.  Towards  women  he  seems  indeed  to  have  had  no 
chivalrous  feeling  ;  for  after  assaulting  "  a  worthy  and  virtu- 
ous gentlewoman,  he  circulated  infiimous  verses  to  defame 
her  character." 

*  Camden,  II.,  p.  504'.  .       f  Camden,  II.,  p.  547. 
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In  1601  lio  attempted  to  ilrap^  into  a  quaircl  Sir  Francis 
Vere,  an  honourable  and  distingnislied  soldier,  who  way 
connnander-gencral  of  all  the  forces  engag(!d  in  the  defence 
of  Ostend,  when  it  was  besieged  by  the  Spaniards.  Though 
serving  under  Yere^  lie  accused  his  general  of  "  Avanting 
in  respect  to  him  and  countenancing  reports  to  his  dis- 
advantage." For  these  su])posed  wrongs  he  scut,  on  tluiir 
return  to  England,  a  challenge  to  A^ere,  and  refused  to 
receive  a  letter  in  reply,  lie  even  threatened  Vere's  friend 
with  his  sword,  if  he  attem])ted  to  leave  the  letter  with  him. 
What  these  reports  Aver(!  of  which  the  earl  complained  we 
are  not  informed ;  but  in  Vere's  reply  he  offered  to  clear  him- 
self of  having  given  any  cause  of  offeuce,  and  stated  that  he 
despised  private  combating,  especially  as  he  was  engaged  in 
a  great  and  imj)ortnnt  actif)n.  A'^ere's  conduct  was  cool, 
respectful,  and  rational,  while  the  earl  manifested  an  intem- 
perate and  petulant  spirit.* 

The  earl  was  unquestionably  a  man  of  ability  and  energy  ; 
and  in  the  opinion  of  his  cotemporaries  (puilified  to  lead  a 
party  in  the  state.  Towards  the  close  of  Elizabeth's  reign, 
he  attached  himself  strongly  to  the  interests  of  James  VI.  of 
Scotland,  aiul  with  more  zeal  than  either  discretion  or  hon- 
our, he,  along  Avith  some  other  craven-hearted  English  noble- 
men, solicited  James  to  seize  on  the  English  throne.  This 
Avas  ungenerous  and  even  cowardly ;  for  the  old  lioness, 
before  whom  they  would  have  quailed  when  in  her  strength, 
Avas  noAV  strirken  down  Avlth  disciise.  James,  hoAvever,  Avas 
more  honourable,  and  rejected  such  mean  and  nuAvorthy 
counsels. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  the  earl  Avas 
engaged  in  some  formal  commissions  and  state  ceremonials ; 
but  he  soon  lost  the  favour  of  the  hing,  chiefly  through  the 
influence  of  Cecil,  Avho  indeed  suspected  the  earl  of  being 
concerned  in  the  Ilye  conspiracy.  FroAvned  upon  by  the 
court,  the  carl,  a  disai)pointed  nuin,  probably  enough  Avould 
be  disposed  to  look  Avith  no  disfavoiu'  on  schemes  opposed  to 
the  government.  Through,  however,  the  treasonable  conduct 
of  his  kinsman  Thomas  Percy,  Avho  Avas  a  leader  in  the  in- 
famous Guni)OAvder  Plot,  he  Avas  involved  in  serious  trouble. 
This  Thonuis  P(ncy,  called  the  conspirator,  Avas  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  the  grandson  of  Joscelyn  Percy,  who  Avas  fourth 
son  of  the  fourth  earl  of  Northumberland.    It  Avas  customary, 

*   Collins  gives  a  long  account  of  this  matter,  VI.,  pp.  •127-432. 


HENRY,    NINTH    EARL.  S89 

at  this  period,  for  noblemen  to  place  younger  branches  of  their 
families  in  situations  in  their  household ;  and  accordingly 
Thomas  Percy  was  constable  of  Alnwick  Castle  and  auditor 
and  commissioner  to  the  earl.  From  his  official  connection 
with  the  barony  he  was  frequently  at  Alnwick ;  his  wife 
lived  there,  his  children  Avere  born  in  the  castle,  his  son 
Robert  attended  the  Alnwick  Grannnar  School,  and  one  of 
his  daughters  was  buried  at  Alnwick  on  2nd  February,  1G02. 
Such  was  the  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  ILmry  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  that  in  a  formal  document  in  1597 
he  writes — 

"  The  very  true  and  undoubted  patrone  of  tlie  pavishe  and 
churcho  of  Alneliame  sending  greeting  in  the  Lord  God  Ever- 
lasting, grannts  by  his  Avriting  to  my  Avellljeloved  Cosyn  Thomas 
Perc3',  his  executors,  and  assignes,  the  first  and  next  advowaone, 
donation,  nomination,  presentation  and  free  disposition  of  tlie 
Bectory  and  Parsonage  of  tlio  Parish  Cliurcli  of  Ahiehani." 

Religions  principles  must  have  hung  loosely  around  the  earl, 
when  he  gave  the  advowson  of  a  protcstant  church  to  a  catholic. 
The  following  document,  ])reserved  among  the  Alnwick  Castle 
records  shews  the  kind  of  duties  perforuied  by  Thomas  Percy 
and  the  style  of  address  adopted  by  the  earl : — 

"  "Whereas  I  am  informed,  that  ]\[r.  Lyle  of  Pelton  liath  en- 
croached and  enclosed  corten  parcells  of  my  S05de  and  commons 
within  my  manor  of  Tluu-ston  to  tlio  great  hinderance  and  annoy- 
ance of  my  tenants  and  tlio  projiulico  of  my  inheritance,  These 
are  therefore  to  will  and  re(piiro  yo^\'  to  pull  downe  and  lay  open 
or  cause  to  bo  pidled  downe  and  layd  open  to  my  same  commons 
ageyno  all  sucli  parcells  as  be  now  enclosed,  And  so  to  se  tliem 
contynue.  And  this  shalbo  your  warrant  for  the  same.  Geven 
at  my  howso  at  Syon  the  x'^^  June,  1602. 
To  my  loveing  Gosen 

Tho  :  Percy  my  Constable 

of  Alnewicic." 

The  bold  and  flourishing  signature  of  this  conspirator  1 
have  seen  attached  to  several  documents  in  Alnwick  (Castle. 
He  had  also  received  the  appointment  of  gentleimm  ]icn- 
sioner  from  the  earl,  who  was  captain  of  the  band.  The 
Gunpowder  Plot,  as  is  well  known,  was  frustrated,  and 
Tliomas  Percy  was  slain  at  Plolbeach  on  the  8th  November, 
1605. 

Suspicion  fell  upon  the  carl,  as  this  conspirator  was  his 
kinsman  and  in  his  .service;  and  it  was  sup])osed  that  to  the 

2v 
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earl  avouIcI  haA'e  been  ofFcfcd  tlie  protectovsliip  of  the  kingdom 
if  the  conspiracy  had  been  successful ;  he  was  therefore 
arrested,  and  for  some  weeks  confined  to  his  own  house,  hut 
afterwards  committed  to  tlie  tower.  lie  boldly  asserted  his 
innocence,  and  demanded  a  trial.  After  nearly  seven  months 
delay,  he  was,  on  27th  Jiuie  1606,  arraigned  before  the  Star 
Chamber  and  convicted  of  misprision  of  treason,  because  he 
endeavoured  to  be  the  head  of  the  papists  and  ])rocurc  them 
toleration  ;  beca\ise  he  admitted  Thomas  Percy  to  be  a  kiug's 
gentleman-pensioner,  without  administering  to  him  the  oatli 
of  supremacy,  knowing  him  to  be  a  recusant ;  because  he 
presumed  to  write  and  send  letters,  after  his  restraint,  with- 
out leave  of  the  king  or  his  council ;  because  he  liad  more 
care  of  his  OAvn  treasure  than  of  the  king  and  state,  and  made 
no  endeavour  to  ap])rehend  tlie  traitor  Percy  ;  and  because 
he  sent  letters  to  Avarn  Percy  to  make  liis  escape.  He  was 
convicted  without  adequate  evidence  of  guilt,  ior  the  facts 
proved  did  not  substantiate  the  charge,  Tlie  reasous  are 
frivolous  and  reflect  discredit  on  the  judges;  we  miist  not, 
however,  look  fur  equity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Star 
Cluimber.  He  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  hue  of  £oO,000 — the 
largest  fine  ever  inflcted — to  be  deprived  of  all  his  olficcs,  to 
be  incapable  of  holding  tliem  again,  and  to  be  imprisoned  in 
the  tower  during  his  life. 

Able  and  spirited,  he  was  not  the  man  to  submit  to  these 
illegal  impositions  without  remonstrance.  While  in  prison, 
he  wrote  many  letters  to  tlie  king,  to  the  lords  of  the  Council, 
to  Lord  Burghley,  to  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  to  the  queen,  and 
others,  to  procure  an  abateiuent  of  the  fine;  and  his  neglected 
wife  too,  advocated  his  cause.  His  Avife  thus  writes  to  the 
earl  of  Salisbury  : —  , 

"Noblo  Lord,  the  honourable  respect  it  pleaseth  you  to  yeald 
to  me  in  this  t^'ine  gives  releave  to  my  Avei-yed  miiide  Avhich 
cannot  be  but  scucable,  that  this  horrible  treson  avIII  be  a  blotte 
to  the  name  I  Igao  so  Avell,  otherAviso  I  am  confident  in  my  Lord's  | 

innoceiicy  and  tliat  you  Avill  sl\e^^^  youY  selfe  a  true  noble  frcnd  '^ 

in  Salving  his  ropxitation,  Avhich  is  much  Avounded  in  tlie  oiiiniono  | 

of  the  AVorld  bj'  this  Avi-etched  Coseii,  Avho  being  taken  I  dout  ^ 

not  but  all  suspicion  of  my  Lord  Avill  bo  cleared  and  so  comfort-  | 

ing  mj'self  in  your  noble  favoru-."-' 

A  number  of  his  OAvn  letters  have  been  printed  by  Collins; 
many  of   them   are  of   but   little  interest ;    others   are   still 

•  Burgleigh  Papers,  MSS.  6178. 
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unpublished  ;  a  few  extracts,  however,  will  exhibit  liis  char- 
acter and  habits,  and  the  condition  of  his  estates. 

To  the  lords  of  the  Council  the  earl  writes  on  11th  November, 
1605:  —  "Consider  I  desire  your  Lordships,  the  course  of  my 
life,  whether  it  Iiath  not  leaned  more,  of  late  years,  to  private 
domestical  pleasures,  than  to  other  ambitions.  Examine  but  my 
humours  in  buildings,  gardenings,  and  private  ex])eiises,  tlicse 
two  years  past.  Look  upon  these  few  arms  at  Sion,  ray  stable 
of  liorses  at  this  instant,  tiio  dispersedness  of  them,  and  of  my 
servants ;  the  little  concourse  of  followers ;  and  your  Lordsliips 
will  find  tliey  be  very  consonant  one  to  another;  an<l  all  of  them 
to  put  away  jealousy."  In  July,  1606,  lie  wrote  to  the  king  a 
letter  sadly  wanting  in  dignity,  and  bitter  in  its  vituperation  uf 
his  "liiveing  Cosen."  He  says  he  never  fostered  in  his  bosom 
one  disloyal  or  undutiful  thought,  although  pointed  at  in  tliese  by 
the  devilish  attempts  and  ugly  acts  of  a  wicked  fellow — Thomas 
Percy,  who  took  advantage  of  the  trust  committed  to  liim  to  serve 
his  own  purpose  ;  out  of  villany  lie  made  use  of  that  trust ;  he 
had  poison  and  craft  in  his  breast  against  the  king  and  state,  and 
unfaithfulness  and  want  of  affection  to  him ;  the  earl  pleads 
innocence,  and  was  willing  to  sacrillee  his  life  to  the  king's  ser- 
vice.* To  the  king  he  writes  on  the  24tli  of  November,  1606 — 
"  May  it  please  your  Majesty  after  so  long  durance  as  I  have 
undergone  fur  this  year  past,  to  Lave  thoug]i.t  of  forgiveness  and 
release.  If  your  IMajesty  but  xmderstood  how  griuvous  your 
Majesty's  displeasure  is  to  me,  your  Majesty  out  of  your  mercy, 
woiJd  look  u])(.)n  me  with  a  more  favoui'able  eye,  and  not  sufi'er 
me  to  spend  ttie  better  part  of  my  days  in  sorrow  ;  in  his  days, 
iindor  wliom  1  had  more  ixMison  to  htok  IVir  comfort,  llian  in  liers, 
that  was  yo\ir  prodoi-essor.  Since  my  lieart  can  bear  a  true 
testimou}'  to  itself,  that  I  did  never,  in  thought  or  deed  willingly 
consent  to  any  tljing  I  conceived  ])rejudicial  to  your  Majesty  <jr 
;5'ours.  And  as  I  speak  truly,  or  falselj',  so  I  pray  God  to  deal 
with  me  in  the  last  day  of  judgment."  lie  com[)lains  very 
bitterly  in  a  letter  to  the  lord  Jiigli  treasui-er,  on  February  L'nd, 
1611,  of  the  fine  imposed :—"  The  thing  itself  is  extraordinary 
not  to  be  ^laralelled ;  for  first  it  is  tlie  greatest  fine  that  ever  was 
imposed  upon  a  subject.  Fines  upon  no  man  hath  been  taken 
near  tlie  censures;  but  first  much  qualified,  then  installed  on  easy 
conditions.  To  be  levied  in  this  fashion  is  not  used,  or  if  let,  yet 
for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  and  not  to  his  ruin.  By  this  course 
is  taken  I  see  not,  but  receivers  may  make  what  accounts  they 
list,  pay  the  king  at  leisure,  3'et  I  not  quitted  of  half  that  is 
gathered  ;  my  lands  spoiled ;  my  houses  ruinated  ;  my  suits  in 
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law  recoivo  prejudice ;  my  officers  imprisoned  that  stand  Lound 
for  me  ;  my  debts  unsatisfied  ;  relief  by  bon-owing  taken  away  ; 
my  brothers  and  servants  must  suffer ;  my  wife,  children,  and 
myself  nmst  starve  ;  fur  the  receivers  are,  by  tlicir  leases,  to 
aocuinit  but  once  a  year ;  for  which  service  of  gathering,  thoy 
have  their  reward  of  2s.  in  tlie  pound  ;  besides  gain  in  retaining 
money  in  their  hands  and  commodities  many  Avays  else.  In  all 
tills  provision  for  them,  I  find  not  a  thought  of  one  penny,  either 
for  my  wife,  child,  or  myself;  so  as  there  wants  nothing  but 
strewing  the  land  with  salt,  to  make  it  a  pattern  of  severe  punish- 
ment ;  and  whetlier  these  tilings  sliould  pierce  into  the  heart  of 
a  human  man,  I  leave  to  your  Lordship  to  think  of."  He  enters 
more  particularly  into  the  state  of  his  affairs  in  a  letter  to  the 
king  on  the  Htli  of  April,  1613 — "May  it  please  your  Majesty 
to  give  me  leave  to  open  partly  the  state  as  it  now  standeth  with 
my  cliildren,  and  liumbly  to  present  you  with  an  offer  that  may 
help  them  and  of  more  value  to  your  Majesty.  My  daughters 
are  of  15  and  14  years  of  age  ;  the  time  of  tlieir  prefermonte,  for 
all  tlieir  lives,  is  at  hand,  and  will  not  admit  long  delay.  The 
instalment  of  the  fine,  as  yoiu-  Majest}'  hath  imposed  it,  cannot 
be  paid  in  seven  years,  they  provided  for  and  all  the  rest ;  and 
myself  relieved  as  they  ouglit,  and  as  the  world  will  expect  from 
me  in  duty  of  a  father.  £15,000,  if  it  sliould  bo  paid,  taking  uso 
upon  use,  not  resting  one  moment  of  an  hour  idle  (which  cannot 
bo  done)  in  seven  years,  will  come  to  £20,000  oi  thereabouts; 
and  to  be  bought  by  any  chapman  in  ready  money,  £10,000 
would  be  the  most  that  would  be  given.  Sion,  and  please  your 
!^[ajesty,  is  the  only  land  I  can  put  away;  the  rest  being  entailed. 
I  liad  it  l)ofin-o  your  I^lajosty's  haiqiy  iiitry  IS  years  by  lease, 
without  paying  any  runt,  but  such  us  was  given  back  again, 
certain  in  other  alljwances.  It  has  cost  mo  since  your  Majesty 
best(jwod  it  upon  mo,  partly  upon  the  house,  partly  upon  the 
gardens,  £9000.  The  lands,  as  it  is  now  rented  and  rated,  is 
worth  to  bo  sold  £8000  within  a  little  more  or  loss  ;  If  yoiu- 
•  Majesty  had  it  in  your  hands  it  would  bo  bettor  than  £200  a 
year  more  by  the  copyholders  estates,  which  now  payeth  but  two  | 

years  old  rent  fine ;  dealing  with  them,  as  you  do  with  all  your 
copyholders  in  England,  is  worth  at  least  £3000.  Tlie  house 
itself,  if  it  were  to  bo  pulled  down,  and  sold  by  view  of  \\'orknien 
comes  to  8000  and  odd  pounds.  If  any  man,  the  best  husband 
to  building,  should  raise  another  in  the  same  place,  £20,000 
would  not  do  it;  so  as  according  to  the  work  it  may  be  reckoned, 
at  these  rates,  £31,000,  and  us  it  maybe  sold  and  jJuUed  to  pieces 
£19,000  or  thereabouts.  Thus  yonr  Majesty  sooth  the  estate  of 
the  thing  ;  what  it  is ;  how  the  care  of  a  father  beholding  the 
fortunes  of  my  daughters,  rather  choosing  to  lay  a  loss  upon 
myself,  and  my  heir,  whit'h  tiiiio  may  recover,  than,  of  them, 
which  mav  n(»t'enduro  time,  to  make  up  their  advancements." 
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The  fine  was  paid  in  1G14,  but  he  was  not  released  till 
the  18th  of  July,  1621,  after  having  been  a  prisoner  for 
fifteen  years.  Before  his  imprisonment,  he  had  cidtivated 
learning  and  been  a  ])atron  of  learned  and  scientific  men. 
When  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  Oxford  in 
1005,  he  Avas  entered  on  the  university  list  as  "  the  most 
generous  Count  of  Northumberland,  a  great  encourager  of 
learning  and  learned  men,  especially  mathematicians."  He 
gave  a  pensioii  to  the  Rev.  Nath.  Torperley,  a  noted  mathe- 
matician. The  great  Sir  Walter  llaleigh  introduced  to  liim 
Thomas  Ilariot,  wlio  had  been  Avith  Kaleigh  in  Virginia, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  discovery  and  surveying ;  and  the 
earl,  finding  him  a  gentleman  of  an  affable  and  peaceable 
nature  and  well  read  in  the  obscure  parts  of  learning,  allowed 
him  an  yearly  pension  of  £120.  Pensions  of  less  value 
he  gave  also  to  Robert  Hues  and  Walter  Warner.  When 
consigned  to  the  Tower,  tliese  learned  men  became  his  daily 
eom])ani()ns  ;  and  his  table  was  open  to  tlieir  entertainment. 
With  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  was  then  in  the  Tower  and 
engaged  in  writing  his  great  history  of  the  world,  he  held 
frequent  conversations.  The  earl  himself  prosecuted  the 
study  of  chemistry  and  astroiiomy  ;  and  Ilariot,  Hues,  and 
Warner  assisted  him  in  his  ex})eriments  and  calculations. 
In  the  public  mind  such  studies  were  even  then  regarded  as  a 
branch  of  astrology  and  necromancy ;  and  hence  the  earl  was 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  Ilvnrij  the  Wizard,  and  his 
assistants  as  tlie  Thrvo  Miuji.  Anthony  Wood  says  tluit 
Ilariot  was  a  deist  and  believed  in  tlie  eternity  of  matter, 
and  he  did  impart  his  doctrine  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland 
and  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,* 

For  his  release,  he  Avas  indebted  to  his  son-in-laAv,  from 
Avhom  he  Avas  unwilling  to  receive  any  favour.  His  younnest 
daughter,  ^Nlary,  the  most  beautiful  Avoman  of  tlie  time, 
Avho  had  been  highly  eulogised  by  Avits  and  poets,  married 
Lord  Hayes  against  her  fatlier's  Avill,  ami  so  ofiended  Avas 
the  earl,  that  he  Avould  give  her  no  fortune;  but  Hayes 
valued  his  much  admired  bride  more  than  fortune,  and 
endeavoured  to  gain  from  the  hing  the  pardon  of  her  father; 
and  he  succeeded.  The  stubborn  old  earl  could  Avith  diffi- 
culty be  i)uluced  to  accept  of  this  boon  from  sucli  a  source  ; 
but  at  length  pcrsnaded  that  his  infirmities  of  body  Avould 
be  remedied  by  a  journey  to  Rath,  he  therefore  bid  "adieu  to 

•  ■  *   AV'ood's  Athena^  Oxoiiiensis,  ' 
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his  prison.  Whatever  else  he  had  been  tauglit  in  the  Tower, 
he  had  not  learnt  humility  ;  for  when  he  heard  that  the 
king's  favourite,  Buckingham,  displayed  his  pride  by  hein«- 
drawn  in  a  coach  with  six  horses,  this  vain  old  man,  to  over- 
top the  favourite,  rode  through  the  city  of  London  to  Bath 
in  a  coach  with  eight  horses,  exciting  the  wonder  and  obser- 
vation of  the  multitude.* 

After  tliis  freak  the  earl  retired  to  Petworth,  where  lie 
lived  in  comparative  obscurity  for  twelve  years  ;  though 
occasionally  visited  by  the  nobility, he  seldom  Avent  to  T^ondon, 
and  never  engaged  in  public  ait'airs.  lie  died  at  Petworth 
on  the  5th  of  November,  lGo3,  and  Avas  buried  there.  On 
the  4th  of  July,  1G04,  he  obtained  a  grant  or  fee-farm  of  the 
manor  of  Isloworth  and  Syon  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to 
which  reference  is  made  in  one  of  his  letters;  and  from  Charles 
I.,  in  1628,  he  obtained  a  confirmation  to  himself  and  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body,  of  the  title  and  dignity  of  Baron 
Percy,  as  his  ancestors  had  enjoyed  them,  as  also  he  did  then 
(being  earl  of  Northumberlandj  enjoy  his  place  and  prece- 
dency. He  left  two  sons,  Algernon,  who  succeeded  him,  and 
Henry ;  and  two  daughters,  l^ucy  and  Agnes. 

The  earl  wrote  three  treatises,  all  addressed  to  his  son; 
one  of  them,  printed  in  the  Antiquarian  liepertory,  is  entitled 
"  Instructions  for  the  Lord  Percy  in  his  Travells,"  and  con- 
tains much  good  sense,  expressed  in  a  quaint  style,  and  is 
evidently  the  production  of  a  cidtivatcd  and  observing  mind. 

ALGERNON,  TENTH  EAEL  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Algernon,  the  eldest  son  of  the  ninth  earl,  succeeded  to  his 
father's  honours  and  estates  in  HJS'i,  when  he  was  thirty 
years  of  age.  He  had  been  educated  at  Oxford,  Avhere  he 
had  for  tutor,  liobert  Hues,  the  celebrated  mathematician,  | 

known  as  one  of  the  Three  Magi.    At  the  early  age  of  twelve,  I 

he  Avas  made  one  of  the  knights  of  Bath ;  and  Avhile  his  ;, 

father  Avas  living,  he  Avas  called  to  the  house  of  peers  bv  the 
title  of  Lord  Percy,  on  the  accession  of  Charles  I.,  in  lGf>?5. 
After  his  succession  to  the  earldom,  the  king  treated  him 
with  great  kindness  and  res])ect;  ''so  much  so"  says  Claren- 
don, "that  the  king  courted  him  as  his  mistress  and  conversed 
Avith  him  as  a  friend."     In  1635,  he  Avas  installed  Avith  great  ^ 

magnificence  knight  of  the  Garter,  proceeding  in  great  pomp  ' 

and  glory  to  Windsor.  ^^j    | 

*    Wilson's  Life  of  James  I.,  II.,  p.  720. 
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In  tlie  earlier  period  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  the  earl  was 
a  powerful  supporter  of  the  king.  While  Charles  Avas  pro- 
secuting his  evil  design  of  reigning  as  an  absolute  king,  and 
Laud,  b)^  the  Star  Chamber,  was  attempting  to  crush  freedom 
of  thought,  the  earl,  entriisted  witli  the  command  of  a  licet 
of  sixty  sail,  was  employed  in  destroying  Dutch  fisliiug  vessels 
which  had  trespassed  in  British  waters.  After  this  service, 
he  was,  in  1G37,  promoted  to  be  lord  high  admiral  of  Eng- 
land. 

Ik-fore  the  great  civil  war  broke  out  in  England,  Charles 
roiiscd  tlie  indignation  of  the  Scots,  by  attempting  to  force 
prelacy  on  that  nation.  To  reduce  Scotland  to  his  arbitrary 
will,  he  raised  an  army  and  marched  towards  Scotland  ;  and 
of  this  force  the  earl  of  Northumberland  was  appointed 
captain-general.  His  commission  gave  him  power  to  appoint 
all  the  officers ;  and  it  appears  that  he  had  raised  two  troops 
of  horse  guards ;  one  of  a  hundred  cuirassiers,  anotlier  of 
sixty  carbiniers.  Connnissions  he  issued  to  raise  two  thou- 
sand horse.  lie,  hoAvever,  seems  to  have  had  little  hope  of 
the  success  of  this  expedition ;  "  no  one  knows  "  says  he, 
''  how  it  will  be  paid ;  and  till  I  see  that  well  settled,  I  shall 
joy  but  little  in  my  charge."  Sickness,  real  or  pretended, 
prevented  him  taking  the  command. 

The  earl  of  Northumberland  does  not  appear  in  any  of  the 
transactions  of  the  county  at  this  time  ;  but  about  164 1,  he 
gave  evidence  of  being  dissatisfied  with  the  policy  of  the 
king  ;  and  according  to  Clarendon,  "  his  defection  from  his 
INIajesty's  service  wrought  several  ill  effects  in  the  minds  of 
many,  for  he  had  then  the  most  esteemed  and  nnblemishrd 
reputation  in  court  and  country,  of  any  person  of  his  rank 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  therefore  many  concluded  that  he 
had  some  notable  temptation  in  conscience,  and  that  the 
court  was  much  Averse  than  it  was  believed  to  be."  For 
the  course  he  took,  he  is  entitled  to  an  honourable  place 
in  the  history  of  his  country,  and  to  the  respect  of  after- 
times.  In  most  of  the  commissions  for  negotiating  peace  he 
Avas  an  active  member  ;  and  he  sought  earnestly  to  carrj*  out 
such  a  settlement  of  the  great  controversy,  as  might  secure 
constitutional  government  and  the  rights  of  the  people.  By 
the  parliament,  into  Avhose  service  he  had  entered,  he  Avas 
ordered,  in  1641,  as  high  admiral,  to  fit  the  navy  for  sea,  in 
defence  of  the  kingdom ;  but  although  he  had  signified  his 
readiness  to  obey  this  order,  ill  health  prevented  him  going 
into  active  service.     Through  his  management,  however,  the 
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command  of  the  ileet  was  transferred  to  the  earl  of  AVarwick 
in  accordance  with  the  Avi.sh  uf  parliament ;  and  this  effectu- 
ally thwarted  the  designs  of  the  king,  wlio  attempted  to 
ohtaiii  possession  of  the  ileet. 

When  at  Oxford,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  peace,  he 
exhibited  all  the  stateliness  of  his  family  ;  he  carried  with 
him  his  own  ])late,  household  stuff,  Avine,  and  provisions, 
"  and  he  lived  "  says  Whitelock,  "  in  as  much  heiglit  and 
nobleness  as  the  earls  of  Northumberland  used  to  do ;  and 
that  is  scarce  exceeded  by  any  subject."  The  king  shewed 
him  great  favour  and  civility  ;  and  sometimes  acce])ted  of  the 
wine  and  provisions  which  were  sent  by  the  earl  when  he 
had  anything  extraordinary. 

His  conduct  subsequently  has  the  a])pearance  of  fickleness 
and  trimming  ;  for,  in  10-13,  he  was  cognisant  of  AValler's 
Plot,  Avhich  was  designed  to  engage  the  city  of  London  in 
favour  of  the  king  ;  and  though  it  was  not  proved  that  he 
had  entered  into  the  ])lot,  yet  it  Avas  known  that  he  was 
favourable  to  it  and  wished  it  success.  Otliers  Avcre  ])rose- 
cuted  for  it  ;  but  as  the  earl  still  enjoyed  a  high  reputation, 
he  was  dealt  with  tenderly.  On  the  jdea  of  ill  health,  he 
obtained  the  leave  of  the  house  of  commons  to  retire  to  his 
seat  at  Petworth  ;  but  he  Avas  soon  again  in  flavour  with  the 
ruling  poAvers,  and  after  being  engaged  in  other  commissions 
to  treat  for  peace,  he  and  his  countess  Avere,  in  1645,  entrusted 
Avith  the  king's  children,  for  Avhich  thev  Avere  to  have  an 
yearly  allowance  of  .CoOOO. 

After  the  king  Avas  in  captivity,  the  ]>arliament  and  the 
army  mutually  criminated  eacb  other.  The  earl  was  one  of 
the  fifteen  peers  and  one  lunidred  members  of  the  house  of 
commons,  avIio  left  London  and  sought  the  protection  of  the 
army;  but  he  still  continued  to  exert  himself  to  bring  about 
peace,  the  restoration  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  establishment 
of  constitutional  liberty. 

"  The  earl  of  Northumberland  Avas  the  great  instrument 
of  the  ncAv  model,  and  complied  Avholly  Avith  the  independent 
party  of  the  time ;"  and  after  the  house  of  peers  Avas  abol- 
ished, he  voluntarily  came  to  the  Chancery  Par,  and  took 
the  commonAvealth  engagement,  sajing,  in  sight  of  all  the 
people,  "1  Avill  be  true  and  faithful  to  tlie  commonwealth  of 
England,  Avithout  a  king  and  house  of  lords."*      He  Avas 

•  llarleian  MSS.,  1224;  which  contain  extracts  from  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Lords  in  1613  to  \Gi5,  with  comments  hy  tlie  carl  of  RaJnor. 
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opposed  to  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  king.  During-  the 
time  of  the  commonwealth  and  protectorate,  he  lived  in  a 
retired  manner  at  Petwortli.  lie  seems  afterwards  to  have 
held  the  views  and  adopted  the  policy  of  the  more  moderate 
Presbyterians  of  the  period  ;  and  he  Avas  present  at  a  confer- 
ence which  General  ]\Ionk  had  with  the  chiefs  of  that  party, 
respecting  the  restoration  of  the  monarchy  ;  he  was  among 
the  soberer  people,  who,  according  to  his  own  words,  "expect 
on  the  restoration  of  the  king  such  conditions  as  an  act  of 
oblivion  and  general  pardon  ;  but  terms  of  more  security  for 
themselves  and  advantage  to  the  nation." 

lie  resisted  to  tlie  last,  the  punishment  of  the  members  of 
the  high  court  of  Justice,  because  "  the  execution  of  Charles 
I.  would  be  a  wholesome  warning  to  future  sovereigns." 

After  the  restoration  he  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  counties  of  Sussex  and  of  Northumberland  ;  but  though 
he  attended  parliament  regularly  during  the  winter  season, 
he  sought  no  oflice  in  the  state,  and  appears  to  have  cared 
little  for  royal  favour,  very  probably  disapproving  of  the 
moral  and  jxditical  corruption  whicli  disgraced  the  court  of 
the  restored  moiuucli.  He  delighted  liimself  with  his  gar- 
dens and  ])lantations  at  Petwortli  during  tlie  summer  months. 
He  died  there  on  the  13th  of  October,  1GG8,  and  was  buried 
in  Petworth  Church. 

lie  was  one  of  the  noblest  of  his  race  ;  and  his  career  Avas 
honourable  and  patriotic.  He  seems  to  have  been  actuated 
by  high  religious  principles  ;  Paljdi  Thoresby,  the  antiquary, 
refers  to  his  funeral  sciinon,  whiili  was  in  manuscript,  and 
says  he  was  much  aflbcted  witli  tlie  seriousness  and  piety  of 
this  great  lord.  That  great  painter  of  men.  Clarendon,  has 
drawn  his  character. 

"Ho  was,  in  all  his  deportment,  a  very  groat  man;  and  that 
which  looked  like  formality,  AA'as  a  punctuality  in  preserving  liis 
dignity  from  the  intrusion  of  bold  men,  which  no  man,  of  that 
ago,  so  well  preserved  liimsolf  from.  Though  Ids  notions  wore 
not  largo  nor  deep,  yet  his  temper  and  roserveduess  in  speaking 
got  him  tlio  reputation  of  an  able  and  wise  man ;  wliich  he  made 
evident  in  the  excellent  government  of  his  family,  where  no  man 
was  more  absolutely  obeyed ;  and  no  man  had  ever  fewer  idle 
words  to  answer  for ;  and  in  debates  of  importance  ho  alwaj's 
expressed  himself  very  pertinently.  If  lie  liad  thought  the  king 
as  much  above  him  as  he  thought  liimself  above  other  consider- 
able men,  he  woidd  have  been  a  g(5od  subject ;  but  the  extreme 
under  valuing  those  and  not  enough  valuing  the  king,  made  him 
liable  to  the  impressions,  which  they  who  approaclied  him  by 
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ttoso  addresses  of  rovorenco  and  esteem,  that  usually  insinuate 
sucli  natures,  made  in  liim  ;  so  that  after  lie  was  tirst  })revailed 
on,  not  to  do  tliat,  which  in  lionour  and  gratitude  ho  was  obhged 
to  (which  is  a  very  pestilent  corruption},  he  was  with  the  more 
facility  led  to  concur  in  what  in  duty  and  lidelity,  he  ought  not 
to  have  done ;  and  so  conciuTod  in  all  the  counsels,  which  pro- 
duced the  rebellion,  and  stayed  with  them  to  support  it." 

Pie  was  married  first  to  Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  William 
Cecil,  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  by  whom  lie  liad  five  daughters; 
and  next,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thcopliilus  Howard, 
earl  of  Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  Josceline,  his  only  son  and 
successor. 

After  tlie  time  of  the  seventh  earl,  the  heraldry  becomes 
complicated  and  of  little  service  to  history.  "  The  tenth 
earl's  shield  lias  sixteen  quartcrings  ensignied  with  an  earl's 
coronet,  helm,  and  crest,  on  a  chapeau,  a  lion  passant.  The 
shield  is  surrounded  by  the  garter.  Supporters,  dexter,  a 
lion  rampant;  sinister,  a  lion  rampant  guardant,  ducally 
crowned  and  gorged  Avitli  a  collar  fgobony?).  JVlotto — 
Lsjjerance  en  JDiev.'" — Mr.  Way,  Hist,  and  Antiq.  of  North. 

JOSCELINE,  ELEVENTH  EARL  OF  NOETHUMBEE- 

LAND. 

Very  brief  will  be  our  notice  of  Josceline,  the  last  of  the 
Percy-Lovaines.  During  his  father's  lifetime  lie  married 
Elizabeth,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas,  earl  of  South- 
ampton ;  and  in  1G67  he  Mas  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of 
tlie  county  of  Southampton.     On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  1 

succeeded  to  his  titles  and  estates,  and  in  the  same  year  was  \ 

made  lord  lieutenant  of  Sussex  and  of  Northumberland,     lie  ; 

died,  Avliile  travelling  Avith  his  countess,  at  Turin,  on  IMay  4 

21st,  1G70  ;  his  body  was  brought  to  England  and  interred  I 

among  his  ancestors  at  Petworth.    He  left  only  one  daughter,  i 

Elizabeth,  who  was  four  years  of  age  at  the  death  of  her  J 

father.  | 


■! 


Tlius  ends  the  long  and  eventful  history  of  the  distinguished 
family  of  Percy-Lovaine,  extending  over  a  period  of  five 
centuries,  during  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  years  of  whicli,  '^ 

excepting  at  a  few  short  intervals,  it  Avas  intimately  associ- 
ated with  Alnwick,  Eourteen  of  this  family  held  the  barony 
of  Alnwick  in  succession.  Though  endoAved  Avith  immense 
possessions,  and  honce  ahvays  occupying  a  commanding  posi- 
tion, these  barons  Avere  less  distinguished  as  statesmen  than 
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as  border  cliieftains.     In  civil  wars  and  in  faction  stru^ro-les 
thoy  took  part,  but  Avithout  being-  guided  by  definite  pnn- 
ciples,  sometimes  on  the  side  of  the  sovereign  and  son\etimes 
against  liim ;    but  none,   save   the   first  earl,  stood   in    the 
foremost  rank,  among  those  Avho  materially  influenced  tlie 
history  of  the  nation.     Tliey  served,  as  has  been  said,  rather 
tlian  governed.     i\lost  of  them  Avere  men  of  blood,  and  not  a 
few  met  Avith  a  disastrous  end;    five  of  them  fell  on   the 
battle-field   or  by  the  axe  of  the  executioner ;  one  was  mur- 
dered by  a  mob,  another  shot  himself  in  prison,  and  aiu)tlier 
p^assed  the  best  portion  of  his  life  confined  in  London  Tower. 
Popular  they  were  as  a  family  in  the  north,  Avhere  there  were 
strong  ties  between  lord  and  vassal,  and  where  thousands 
of  httle  landowners,  interested  in  tlic  preservation  of  tlieir 
properties  and  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  forming  the  sturdy 
5'eoinanry  of  old  England,  were  ready  at  the   summons  of 
then-  feudal  lord,  to  follow  him  to  the  field  to  repel  or  reveno-e 
aggression.     Towards  the  close  of  the  period  when  the  wal-- 
like  spirit  had   to  a  great  extent  died  out,  the  later  barons 
endeavoured  to  keep  up  their  popularity  and  influence  by 
gorgeous   displays    and    magnificent    hospitality.        For    the 
liberty  of  the  people  none  of  them,  excepting  the  tenth  earl, 
manifested  any  marked  regard.     Hotspur  has  attained  the 
widest   fame,   partly   because   daring    and   dashing   warriois 
suited  the  northern  wants  and  taste,  but  chiefly  throu"h  the 
halo  which  tlie  genius  of  Shakespeare  has   thrown  o?er  his 
name.     I  hke  best,  however,  the  second  baron  and  the  second 
and  ninth  earls;    the   first  contented  and  gentle  and  kind- 
hearted,  peaceably  living  on  his  estates;  the  second,  fiiithful 
to  his  king,  brave  in  battle,  Avise  in  counsel,  and  the  friend 
of  learning;  and  the  last,  a  rehgious  and  conscientious  man, 
Avhen   a   great   crisis   came   in   the   history   of  our  country' 
ranging  himself  on   the   side   of  freedom,  endeavouring   to 
moderate   the  heat   of  parties   and   to   secure   constitutional 
government;  and   then,  Avhen  faihng  in  his   eftbrts,  quietly 
Avithdrawing  from  the  fiiscinations  of  a  corrupt  and  licentious 
court. 


CHAPTEE  XYI. 

SOMEESET  FAMILY— EROM  1G70  TO  1750. 

DESCENT  OF  THE  BARONY — FRANCIS  rERCT,  OF  CAMBRIDGE — EVI- 
DENCES OF  Ills  DESCENT — JA]\[ES  FEROY,  THE  TRUNK-MAKER — 
CLAIM  TO  BE  EARL — LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS — HIS  UNSUCCESSFUL 
STRUGGLE — ELIZABETH  PERCY — HER  EARLY  MARRIAGES — HER 
MARRIAGE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  SOMERSET  —  HIS  DEStlENT  AND 
CHARACTER — CHARACTER  OF  THE  DUCHESS — AI.GERNON,  DUKE 
OF  SOMERSET  AND  EAItL  OF  NORTIIUIMBERLAND — HIS  MILITARY 
SERVICE — HIS  DEATH — DISTRIBUTION  OF  HIS  ESTATES — CHAIt- 
ACTER   OF  THE   SOMERSETS. 

The  death  of  Joscclinc,  tlie  eleven  tli  carl  of  Nortliunibev- 
lancl,  threAv  the  affairs  of  tlie  I'crcy-Lovaine  family  into 
confusion  and  litigation.  The  earldom,  ^vhich  had  been 
conferred  by  patent  in  1557,  was  limited  to  male  descendants; 
and  it  "vvas  supposed  that  there  was  no  male  descendant  of 
any  of  the  last  six  earls  in  existence.  Cliarles  TI.  therefore, 
in  1G74,  raised  (<eorgc  Fitzroy,  his  third  illegitimate  son  by 
Barbara,  duchess  of  Cleveland,  to  the  dignity  of  earl  c^f 
Northumberland;  and,  in  IG80,  he  created  him  duke  of 
Northumberland.  This  duhe  dying  without  issue  in  17 IG, 
these  honours  again  became  extinguished. 

Through  the  limitations  of  the  patent  in  1557,  part  of  the 
Percy-Lovaine  estates  reverted  to  the  crown.  A  manuscript, 
entitled  "  State  of  the  case  touching  some  lands  of  the  Earle 
of  Northumberland,"  made  three  years  after  the  death  of 
Joscclinc,  by  a  recital  of  the  various  grants  made  by  the 
crown,  shcAvs  what  these  estates  were  and  how  they  reverted 
to  the  king.     It  thus  concludes — 

"  By  an  Office  and  Inquisition  post  mortem  of  the  said  Henry,  Earlo  of 
Northumberland,  taken  liy  t'ommiHsioners  of  tlirir  ownc  fiiwids  and  a  Juiy 
Swonic  and  Lnpaunellcd  tlie  1-ltli  day  of  .lanuary  then  next  following,  It 
was  upon  their  u^vn  evidenec  fouinl, 

That  the  said  Henry,  Earle  of  NortluimLerland,  as  son  and  heire  male  of 
the  hody  of  Henry,  Earle  of  North umhcrland,  his  father,  was  upon  the  day 
of  his  death  seized  in  fee  Tailo  to  hiau  and  the  heii'es  male  of  his  body. 


': 
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The  reversion  in  fee  simple  to  (lie  l<ing,  liis  luires,  and  siioccssors,  apper- 
taining of  the  Lordships  imd  JManors  intiv  aliii  of  Denwick,  Ilougliton,  Li'sso- 
biirg,  Aylni/iiiouth,  iJilton,  Tughall,  Nuwliani,  Nowstcad,  Luckor,  (South 
Carleton,  Ahieham  cum  ]\Iora,  FaAvdon  cum  Ch'ncli,  Chatton,  Wooller, 
Rudgley,  Slicldccks,  Shilhoitlo,  Iionpigton,  and  Lyham,  vath  tiicir  and 
every  of  tlu.'ir  members  and  appurtenances,  the  lands,  tenements  and  lieredi- 
taments  called  Swinlcazc,  llarecragge,  iSniphiins,  Ileslcy  Houses,  Hall  Closes, 
the  Lordslii])s  and  Manors  of  Aclclington  I'arlce  of  Acklington,  ]\lanor3  of 
Burling,  Giusens,  Tuggcsden,  Boston,  Newtoune,  Brothoriclc,  and  Thurston, 
a  fii'ee  fishing  in  the  water  of  Cocket  over  against  "WarkcAvortli,  a  fisliing  ujion 
the  Sea  Coast  necre  Buliuer.  The  J'arony,  Loi-dship,  and  Manor  of  Jlcanley, 
with  their  rights,  momLers,  and  aiipiirtenances,  the  Lordship,  Manor.s,  and 
Forest  of  llothhury,  Lands  and  'f'oncments  in  Newhiggon,  lledloy,  Piporliaugh, 
Thonioyhangh,  and  Ecclesraugho,  within  the  Forest  of  liothhury,  jMaimi-.s  of 
Newtowne,  'Jliro])ton,  iSnytter,  Cart^Tigton,  and  Spoonohill,  the  Lordships 
and  Manors  of  Newborne,  Corbridgc,  ^^'7l]bottle,  Biiltci'law,  Thi-ockhy,  and 
Dewlye,  diverse  Lands  and  Tenements  in  the  TuAvne  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
the  J\Ianors,  JMcssuagos,  Lands,  and  Tcn<'niimts,  called  'J'lilliott's  Lauds,  in 
Tindall,  an  yearly  rent  of  .CO  Ills.  Xd.  issuing  out  of  the  .Manor  or  Harony  of 
Longly,  the  advowsons  of  lluugliton,  Ayneliam,  Chatton,  and  II(.irsley,  an 
aniuuil  rent  of  30s.  8d.  issuing  out  of  the  ilanor  of  liyker,  Biker\voo<l,  and 
Easterwood,  and  the  service  of  a  20th  part  (;f  a  kniglit's  fee  by  whieh  tlie  said 
Manor  of  Biker  is  holden  in  the  County  of  Noillmndieiland.  And  of  £20  per 
annum  for  the  Creation  IMoney  issiK.iiiig  (jut  of  the  ])rofitts  of  the  said  county 
by  vii'tue  of  the  grant  made  as  aforesaid  liy  King  I'hilip  and  (iueene  ^fary  in 
the  3id  and  -Ith  j-eare  of  their  raigne,  of  tlie  honor  and  title  of  Earlc  of 
Northnnibeiland. 

And  that  Algernon,  Earle  of  Xortlamiberland,  was  the  son  and  heire  male 
of  the  ))ody  of  the  said  Henry,  Earle  of  Xorthumberland.  And  Ijy  tlie  .-i.iiue 
inqui.silion  or  odlce  it  was  found  by  tlie  Juiy  that  the  said  Ivii'le  ^\  as  In  fore 
his  death  seized  in  iV'O  of  the  honoi-  and  niaiim-  of  Bettworlh  in  tlie  County  of 
Sussiix,  Honor  and  IManor  of  Cock'erniouth  in  tlie  County  of  Ciimhcrland, 
Castles  and  Manors  of  I'riidboe,  AliK^wiek,  and  A\'''arl<\\-ortli,  and  Bailees  of 
Alnewick  and  "Warkworth,  Collc'dge  Barke,  A\'cst  BaiUe,  and  lliilne  Bailee  in 
the  County  of  Northumberland. 

Aiul  the  ,'said  .Mgeinou,  l\.u]e  of  Nortlunubeil.ind,  surviving  his  only 
Brother  Henry  Loid  INiu  y,  who  dii  d  without  issue.  .\nd  departiuL;-  tliis 
life  having  only  i>sue  luali'  ol'  lii.s  body  Joeelyne  I^onl  Bi-irey,  aiter  Earle  of 
NorthuinlMiland,  whit  dyeil  about  3  yeares  agoe  witliout  issue  male,  and  left 
only  a  daughter.  AVhereby  all  the  male  line  of  the  said  Jlenry,  filaile  of 
Northmubeil.ind,  brother  of  the^  ^aid  Tlioiiias,  Earle  of  Nortinniibcrland, 
being  extinct.  Tlie  i-eversion  of  tlie  entayled  lands  whereof  no  Bevcrsion 
appears  to  have  beene  granted  out  of  the  crmx'ne  remaining  in  it.  ]Iis  now 
majestie  being  justly  entitled  tlu'reunto,  hath  granted  the  said  manors  and 
lands  unto  the  said  James,  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  his  heircs  and  assignes. 

Pc'r.sons^  however,  bearing  the  name  of  Perey  appeared  alter 
the  deatli  of  Joseeline  chiimiiig  to  he  heirs  of  the  lionours 
and  estates.  But  for  an  attainder,  Francis  Percy,  of  Cam- 
bridge, a  stone  cutter,  wouhl  have  been  the  true  heir.  Ho 
was  descended  from  Thomas  Percy,  the  grandson  of  Jo.sceh'ne, 
who  was  fourth  son  of  Henry,  tlie  foiuth  earl  of  Xorthum- 
berland. This  Thomas,  as  we  have  seen,  was  constable  of 
iVhiwick  Castle  and  auditor  to  Henry,  the  ninth  earl ;  but 
for  the  part  he  took  in  the  Gunpowder  Plot  he  was  attainted 
as  a  traitor.     His  son,  Robert,  was  grandfather  of  Francis 
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Percy,  who  Avas  baptised  at  IJickley  on  the  lotli  of  iNIay,  ; 

16-19;  and  rose  to  the  dignity  of  mayor  of  Cambridge  in  1709,  *, 

and  died  in   1711).     Charh'S,  his  son,  heir  to  this  forfeited  I 
heritage,  was  baptised  at  Cambridge  on  the  10th  December, 
1G74,  was  u  member  of  the  common  council  of  the  town,  and 
died  there  in   1743,     He  k'ft  sons,  one  of  whom,  Joscehne, 

■was  baptised  at  Cambridge  in  July,  1698,  and  after  studying'  [ 

at  the  university,  took  orders,  became  rector  of  Marham  in  ; 

1735  and  died  in  1755,  leaving  daughters  only  ;  but  he  had  .' 

brothers,  of  avIioso  history  nothing  is  told.  ■■ 

The  famous  genealogist  and  antiqiuiry.  Sir  AVilliam  Dug-  i 

dale   examined    the    evidences    of    "  JNlr.   Francis    Percy's  "  *  1  ' 

descent;  and  'Mie  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Francis  Percy,  of  » 

Cambridge,  is  lineally  descended  from  Thomas  Percy  ;"  some  % 

parts  of  his  abstract  of  the  evidences  contain  curious  local  i: 

information.  1 

"Sept.  1,  1G80.  Eoger  England,  of  Taunton  in  Somersetshire,  * 

aged   80   years,    eertilieth  that  lie    married  Anne,    daughter  of  ' 

Uobort  Percy,  son  of  Thomas  Percy  tlie  powder  traytor,  and  has 
heard  the  said  Pobert,  his  said  wife's  father  sa}^  that  lie  was  son  '  %. 

to  Thomas  Percy  Avho  Avas  engaged  in  the  powder  plot.  ♦ 

''  October  11,  1680.  Jolin  Swiuton,  Clerk  of  the  Parish  Church 
of  Anwick,  in  Norlhimiburland,  aged  above  80  years,  affirmeth 
that  Uo  hath  heard  liis  father  sa}'  that  Mr.  Thomas  Percy  and  i  t  • 

liis  Avife  lived  in  the   Castle   of  Anwick,  and  liad  children,  and  .,-y 

that  after  the  i)oAvdur  plot,  for  which  the  said  Thomas  lost  his  j'  H 

lih',  his  wife  Avout  to  LtJudon  and  lived  privaielv  there. 

"Oct.  M,  1080.  MatthoAV  Scott,  of  Cuitcshead,  iu  the  Pishop- 
rick  of  Durham,  aged  99  years,  eertilieth  that  he  knoAv  Thomas 
Percy,  Avho  Avas  afterAvards  in  the  poAvder  plot,  Constable  of  Aln- 
wick Castle,  and  that  he  had  a  son  Et)bert  and  two  daughters, 
and  that  the  said  llobert  was  a  school-bo}'  at  Anwick. 

"Prom  the  register  book  of  the  Parish  Church  of  AnAvick  it 
appeareth  that  Elizabeth,  daughtor  of  Thomas  Percy  of  AuAvick 
Castle,  Avas  buried  Feb.  2,  1602. 

"  Divers  aged  people  living  in  Anwick  do  affirm,  that  Thomas 
Percy,  Avho  Avas  in  the  powder  plot,  Avas  son  of  Guiscard  Percy, 
and  that  Guiscard  Percy  Avas  brother  of  the  Eighth  Earl  of 
Northumberland. ' ' 

This  branch  of  the  Percy  family  docs  not  appear  to  have 
appealed  to  hiAv  in  support  of  their  claims. 

Another  Percy,  hoAvever,  rescued  himself  from  obscurity 
by  boldly  assinuing  the  titles  of  the  family,  and  pertinaciously 
defending  his  claims  against  the  most  powerful  antagonists, 
for  a  period  of  nearly  nineteen  years.     Soon  after  the  decease 
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of  Josceline  in  1670,  James  Percy,  of  Dublin, .vho  had  followed 
he  profj^ssion  of  trunkmaker  there,  preferred  Ids  claims  to 
the  ear  dom.     He  first  called  upon  the  Avidow  of  the  tenth 
earl,  who  was  then  living,  and   upon   the   young  countess: 
but,   as   It   was  reported   tluit   the   latter  was   pregnant,  he 
deierred  further  proceedings  for  a  while.      On   attemptino- 
afterxyards  to  obtain  access  to  these  dowagers,  he  was  trented 
with  indignity  and  at  lengtli,  on  the  3rd  of  February  1672 
he  lodged  his  claim  at  the  .Signet  Oifice  in  London.  Annoyed 
at  his  proceedings,  the  old  dowager,  in  behalf  of  lierself  and 
he  daughter  of  Josceline,  petitioned  the  house  of  lords,  on 
18th  February,  167 J,  complaining  that  the  assumption  by 
James  1  ercy  of  the  titles  of  earl   of  Northumberland  and 
Lord  1  ercy  was  to  the  dishonour  of  their  famih-  •  and  this 
petition  was  refeiTcd  to   the   Committee  of  Privileges.     On 
the  .0th,  James  Percy  also  presented  a  petition,  which  was 
after  being  read  dismissed.     Leave,  however,  was  afterwards 
granted  by  the  king  to  hear  at  the  bar  of  the  house  both 
rT'^T'oul?  ^^re  allowed  one  month  to  prepare  their  cases. 
On  the  ,2hth  iSlarch,  forty  witnesses  were  examined  in  behalf 
of  the  claimant;  and  then  the  counsel  of  the  countess  was 
heard  in   support   of  her   charge   of  James   Percy  beinn-  an 
impostor.     Percy's  counsel  prayed  for  further  time  to  answer: 
but  this  was  disallowed;  and  his  counsel  declinin-  to  enter 
then   into   the   case,   the    house  of  lords   dismissed   Percy's 
petition,  and  resolved  to  consider  on  the  following  morninn- 
what  lurther  proceedings  should  be  taken  agains? him  coi" 
cerning   his   imposture.        This,    however,    was    not    carried 
unanimously;    for    the    earl   of  Anglesea  and   otliers   were 
allowed  to  enter  their  dissent. 

Whatever  may  be  thouglit  of  the  legality  of  Percy's  claims 
It  must  be   admitted  that  he   had   a  strong  belief  in    their 
justice,  and  that  in  maintaining  them  he  displayed  the  siurit 
of   the  old  mce.      In  some   doggerel  verses  he  sent  to  his 
antagonists,  he  says — 

"  liesolved  I  am  to  spend  my  all  "       . 

Before  a  Percy's  name  shall  fall." 

He  was  not  crushed  by  the  adverse  decision  of  the  lords 
but  appealed  to  the  ordinary  powers  of  law  in  maintenance 
of  Ills  supposed  rights.  Five  or  six  actions  he  entered  in 
tlie  courts  of  common  law  between  the  years  1674  and  1681 
lor  scandal  or  ejectment,  that  he  might  obtain  a  decision  oil 
his  pedigree.     In  all  save  one  he  was  defeated  or  nonsuited  • 
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but  in  that  lie  gained  a  verdict  of  £300  damages  against 
Clark  for  calling  liini  an  impostor.  An  action  brought 
against  John  Clarke,  Esquire,  for  scandal  and  defamation 
was  tried  in  1674  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  before  Sir 
Matthew  Hale;  and  although,  for  some  technical  reason, 
Percy  Avas  nonsuited,  that  eminent  judge,  in  open  court, 
declared  that  he  had  proved  himself  a  true  Percy  of  the  blood 
and  family  of  the  Percys  of  Northumberland,  legitimate  by  |' 

father  and  mother,  grandfather  and  grandmother,  and  ex- 
pressed his  belief,  that  he  really  was  cousin  and  next  heir  to 
the  late  Earl  Josceline. 

Again  James  Percy  appealed  to  the  house  of  lords,  by 
petition,  on  the  J35th  of  November,  1680,  to  be  heard  to  make 
out  his  claim  to  the  earldom.  This  seems  to  have  been 
rejected  without  deliberation  ;  notwithstanding,  the  earl  of 
Anglesea  entered  his  dissent,  because  it  was  unjust  to  reject 
any  such  claim  Avithout  a  heari}ig,  and  avus  contrary  to 
precedent  and  usage,  and  because  the  dismissal  of  a  claim 
by  a  former  parlianu'ut  was  no  suflicient  reason  under  the 
circumstances,  Avhy  it  should  not  be  reconsidered  by  the 
present.     And  there  Avas  force  in  these  reasons  ;  for  the  case  -;. 

presented  by  James  Percy  Avas  ucav,  inasmuch  as  his  claim  ;'   | 

noAv  Avas  based  on  a  line  of  succession  different  from  that  on 
which  he  formerly  clainu'd. 

fStill  undaunted  by  this  secoiul  rejection  of  his  petition, 
James  Percy  in  1682  filed  a  bill  in  e([uity  against  the  sheriti" 
of  NorthumlKM-land  for  the  recovery  of  X^'.^O  pi'r  ;uinum, 
granted  by  patent  to  the  carl  of  Northmnberland  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  county.  Irritated  by  these  proceedings,  the 
duchess  of  Somerset,  the  daughter  of  Josceline,  petitioned  the 
house  of  lords  on  the  subject  in  1685  ;  but  it  Avas  not  till 
1689,  that  the  Avarfue  Avas  brought  to  an  end.  Poth  parties 
Avere  heard  (»n  June  11th,  and  the  lords  decided — "  That  the 
pretensions  of  James  Percy  to  the  earldom  were  gi-oundless, 
false,  and  scandalous,  and  that  he  should  be  brought  before 
the  four  courts  of  hnv  in  Westminster  Hall,  Avearing  upon 
his  breast  a  pa])er  on  Avhich  these  Avords  shall  be  Avritten — 
27ic  faho  and  i)nj)i{dciit  j)/-cfendc)'  to  the  .Earldont  of  NortJi- 
umhcrland." 

James  Percy,  noAv  an  old  man  of  70  years  of  age,  had  to 
submit  to  this  insulting  exhibition,  Avhich,  hoAA'ever,  reflected 
more  dishonour  on  those  haughty  lords,  Avho  had  so  little 
sense  of  justice  as  to  punish  as  a  criminal  a  free  man,  Avho 
Avas  pursuing  by  legal  means  a  supposed  civil  right. 

.  ■       i1 
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James  Percy,  doubtless,  failed  to  give  sufficient  legal  proof 
of  his  claim.  He  was  born  in  1G19,  and  was  the  son  of 
Henry  Percy,  who  was  the  third  son '  of  Henry  Percy  of 
Pavonham  ;  but  he  failed  to  prove  who  was  liis  great  giand- 
fathcr.  The  tradition  of  his  family  was,  that  his  grandfather, 
a  younger  brother,  and  two  sisters  were,  "  in  the  time  of  the 
troubles  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  days,  sent  from  tlie  north  in 
liampers  to  old  dame  Vane  in  Northamptonshire."  He  first 
claimed  as  his  great  grandfither  Sir  Richard  Percy,  fifth  son 
of  tlie  eighth  carl,  who,  however,  is  said  to  have  died  witli- 
out  issue  in  1G48.  Finding  this  untenable,  he  changed  his 
ground,  and  asserted  that  his  grandfather  Henry  was  eldest 
son  of  Sir  Ingelram  Percy,  third  son  of  the  fifth  earl ;  but  it 
appears  from  Sir  Ingelram's  -will,  that  he  was  never  married, 
and  left  only  one  illegitimate  daughter.  That  .James  Percy, 
however,  was  a  di^scendant  of  the  great  northern  family  of 
Percys  is  exceedingly  probable,  if  not  certain.  He  and  his 
father  were  recognised  as  relations  by  the  three  last  earls  of 
Northumberland;  and  he  asserts  that  Henry  the  tenth  earl, 
when  on  his  death-bed,  declared  that  James  Percy  would  be 
his  lieir,  if  his  brother's  son  should  die.  One  curious  argu- 
ment James  Percy  used  in  support  of  his  descent :  in  liis 
petition  he  says  "that  he  was  born  into  the  world  with  a 
mole  like  a  half-moon  upon  his  body,  therefore  no  brand,  but 
it  signifies  a  crescent  wliich  belongs  to  the  Percy's  arms  ; 
and  it  is  reported  that  he  is  not  the  first  that  hath  been  so 
born  of  that  family."  Sir  Egerton  Brydges  remarks,  *''  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  (ruth  mingled  up  with  his  claim." 
"  It  is  no  disproof,"  says  Surtees,  "  of  the  noble  descent  of  a 
person  in  humble  circumstances  that  he  himself  should  not 
always  have  known  the  ])recise  line  of  it."  Heralds  took  no 
notice  of  the  reduced  branches  of  a  family;  no  inquisitions 
were  held  where  no  land  was  left ;  registers  were  imperfect 
and  not  taken  care  of;  and  wills  too  shared  a  similar  fate. 

The  manner  in  which  his  pretensions  were  resisted,  evi- 
dences a  consciousness,  on  the  part  of  his  antagonists,  of  the 
strength  of  his  claim,  for  as  Craik  remarks — 

"He  was  met  and  opposed  at  every  step  by  every  legal  expedi- 
ent, fair  and  unfair,  of  vrhich  advantage  coidd  be  taken  for  tliat 
purpose.  The  array  of  powers  and  interests  banded  against  his 
claim  was  also  unusually  formidable,  comprehending  as  it  did, 
not  only  all  the  recognised  chief  branches  of  the  Nortliumborland 
family,  the  heiress  of  the  Percys  and  lior  ducal  Imsband,  and  the 
two  dowager  countesses,  her  mother  and  her  grandmother,  both 
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extensively  connected  among  the  greatest  families  of  the  realm, 

but  such  personages  of  very  highest  spheres   as  the  Duke  of 

Monmouth   and  tlio  new   Dulco  of  Nortliumberland,  the  king's 

sons,  with  their  royal  father  himself,  who  had  given  his  lands  to 

the  one  and  his  titles  to  the  other,  to  say  nothing  of  sundry  less  i'i 

conspicuous  individuals  who  had  also  got  hold  of  property,  tlieir 

possession  of  which  the  success  of  the  claim  might  endanger,  and 

some  of  whom,  Champion  and  Gee,  made  themselves  particularly 

busy  in  seeking  to  defeat  it,  and  were  so  circumstanced  as  to  be 

able  to  do  much  mischief."* 

Many  sneers  were  cast  against  The  TrunJc-maker,  as  if 
honest  industry  Avere  not  move  honourable  than  even  titled 
idleness.  James  Percy  had  a  manly  regard  for  liis  own 
occupation,  notwithstanding  his  ])retensions  to  a  peerage  ; 
*'  I  Avas  a  trunk-maker !  The  trade  is  good,  and  by  God's 
blessing  it  hath  given  me  bread  in  the  extremity  of  my 
travels,  till  I  obtained  the  merchandising  trade ;  and  can 
make  my  three  sons  freemen  and  merchants  of  London, 
Dublin,  and  Norwich  ;  and  liave  likewise  trained  them  up 
to  handicrafts  ;  so  that,  if  they  fail  in  the  mystery  of  mer- 
chandising, they  may,  with  God's  blessing,  live  upon  their 
ingenuity."  These  are  noble  sentiments,  wortliy  of  any  heir 
to  an  earldom. 

This  long  and  unsuccessful  struggle  for  a  peerage  had  not 
it  would  seem  impoverished  his  family ;  for  we  find  that  his 
son  Anthony  was  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  in  1699,  was  knighted 
in  1700,  and  died  in  1704 ;  Sir  Anthony  Percy  left  three 
sons  and  a  daughter ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  some  of  their 
descendants  are  still  living. 

ELIZABETH   PERCY. 

To  Elizabeth,  only  surviving  daughter  of  Josceline,  passed 
the  greater  part  of  the  Percy  estates,  but  not  the  earldom  of 
Northumberland.  She  was  born  on  the  26th  January,  1667, 
and  was  the  greatest  heiress  of  her  day.  In  consequence  of 
the  marriage  of  her  mother  to  the  honourable  Ralph  Mon- 
tague, the  guardianship  of  the  heiress  Avas  transferred  to 
lier  grandmother,  the  old  dowager  countess,  Avidow  of  Earl 
Algernon  ;  Avho,  exercising  her  authority  in  a  cold,  despotic, 
if  not  cruel  manner,  caused  Elizabeth  to  be  married,  Avhen 
little  more  than  a  child,  to  Henry  Earl  Ogle,  heir  apparent 
to  the  duke  of  NcAVcastle,  tOAvards  the  close  of  the  year  1679. 

•  Craik's  Romance  of  the  Peerage,  IV.,  p.  319. 
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He  died,  however,  in  November,  1680.  The  old  dowager 
was  not  long  in  forcing  another  match ;  for,  setting 
aside  the  decent  etiquette  of  society,  she  caused  the  heiress 
to  marry,  in  the  summer  or  autumn  of  1681,  Thomas  Thynn, 
of  Longleat,  one  of  the  richest  commoners  in  England,  who 
bore  the  sobriquet  of  "Tom  of  Ten  Thousand."  This  match 
was  contrary  to  the  wish  of  Elizabeth,  who  had,  it  is  said, 
formed  an  attachment  to  Charles  John  Count  Koningsmurk, 
a  Swedish  noble  of  distinction.  At  the  time  of  this  second 
marriage  the  count  was  abroad,  but  soon  after  his  return  to 
England  he,  by  the  basest  means,  revenged  his  loss.  Thyun, 
now  the  husband  of  Elizabeth,  was  late  on  Sunday,  the  l;<!th 
of  Eebruary,  1682,  passing  in  his  coach  along  Pall  Mall, 
when  he  was  assassinated  by  three  ruffians,  wlio  had,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  been  hired  for  the  purpose  by  Count 
Koningsmark  ;  all  were  arrested  and  tried;  the  three  rulfians 
were  condemned  and  executed,  but,  from  some  defect  in  the 
evidence,  the  count  was  acquitted. 

There  was  haste  again  in  leading  the  young  heiress 
to  the  altar.  She  was  but  hfteen  years  of  age  when  her 
second  husband  was  murdered ;  and  yet  within  four 
months  of  that  event  she  married  her  third  husband,  Charles 
Seymour,  the  sixth  duke  of  Somerset,  on  the  oOth  of  May, 
1682 — thus  uniting  the  two  notable  families  of  Seymour  and 
Percy.  The  duke  was  bound  by  the  marriage  contract  to 
assume  the  name  and  arms  of  Percy ;  but  of  this  condition 
Elizabeth,  when  she  came  of  age,  released  her  husband. 

Seymour  is  a  corruption  of  St.  Maur,  the  ancient  name  of 
the  family,  derived  from  St.  Maur  the  place  of  their  abode 
in  Normandy.  Edward  Seymour,  the  first  of  the  family 
raised  to  the  peerage,  was  created  viscount  Beauchamp  in 
1536,  earl  of  Hertford  in  1537,  l)aron  Seymour  of  Ilache 
and  duke  of  Somerset  in  1547.  lie  was  uncle  to  Edward 
IV.,  and  protector  and  governor  of  the  kingdom,  but  he 
shared  the  fate  of  others,  who  had  in  that  age  risen  to  great 
power,  and  was  beheaded  in  1552,  greatly  lamented  by  the 
people.  Erom  this  illustrious  man  the  husband  of  Elizabeth 
was  descended. 

The  rank  and  extensive  possessions  of  the  duke  gave  him 
some  political  importance  ;  but  his  pride,  capriciousness,  and 
defective  education  lessened  his  influence.  He  acted,  it  is  said, 
"more  by  humour  than  by  reason — he  was  rather  a  ministry- 
spoiler  than  a  ministry-maker."  The  vain  and  fantastic  dis- 
play of  his  self-importance  made  him  ridiculous  ;  and  obtained 
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for  him  the  sobriquet  of  the  "'  Proud  Duke  of  Somerset."  A 
cliaracteristic  story  is  told  of  his  absurd  treatment  of  his 
second  wife,  Avhen  she  ftimiliarly  tapped  her  husband  on  the 
shoulder  -with  her  fan,  he  started  and  angrily  exclaimed — 
"  Madam,  my  first  wife  was  a  Percy,  and  she  never  took  such 
a  liberty." 

Elizabeth,  the  duchess,  more  esteemed  than  her  husband, 
exercised  considerable  iniluence  over  Queen  Anne  ;  and  held 
the  offices  of  groom  of  the  Stole  and  mistress  of  the  Robes. 
Onslow  said  '•'  she  was  in  all  respects  a  credit  and  ornament 
to  the  court  ";  but  Dean  Swift,  regarding  her  as  the  great 
obstacle  to  the  ascendency  of  the  ])arty  with  which  he  was 
connected,  said  she  Avas  a  most  insinuating  woman,  and  in  a 
malicious  satirical  poem,  2'lie  M'itidsor  l^rophecy,  he  pours 
upon  her  the  vials  of  his  wrath ;  he  insinuated  that  she  was 
u  party  to  the  death  of  her  second  husband,  and  most  ungal- 
lantly  referring  to  her  red  hair,  says — "Beware  of  Carrots 
from  Northumberland."  Such  malicious  insults  could  not 
be  forgiven,  and  the  duchess  had  her  revenge;  lor  when  the 
bisho])rick  of  Hereford  "was  vacant,  the  chiefs  of  his  party, 
then  in  ])Ower,  sought  with  all  their  influence  to  confer  it  on 
Swift ;  but  so  bitterly  hostile  was  the  duchess,  that,  after  a 
scene  with  the  queen,  she  wrung  from  her  majesty  a  promise 
that  Swift  slumld  not  have  the  appointment. 

The  somewhat  unhappy  life  of  the  duchess  was  ended  on 
November  the  23rd,  17~2,  in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of  her  age. 
Three  years  afti-r  her  death,  the  duke  uunried  Lady  Charlotte 
Finch,  second  daughter  of  the  earl  of  ^Vinchelsea  and  Not- 
tingham ;  he  died  on  the  2nd  of  December,  1748,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven. 

Elizabeth,  duchess  of  Somerset,  was  mother  of  seven  sons 
and  six  daughters  ;  but  all  died  young,  excepting  one  son, 
Algernon,  and  three  daughters. 

ALGEENON,  DUKE  OF  SOMERSET  AND  EAEL  OF 
NOETHUMBEELAND. 

Algernon,  the  only  surviving  son  of  the  duchess,  was  born 
on  November  11th,  1684,  and  bore  the  title  of  earl  of  Hert- 
ford. When  still  a  minor,  he  was  returned  to  parliament  in 
1705  as  member  for  Marlboruugh  ;  and  he  served  as  knight 
of  the  shire  of  Northumberland  from  1708  to  1722.  The 
corporation  of  Alnwick  gave  him  their  support  at  the  elec- 
tions; and  among  the  corporate  archives  are  letters  from  him, 
thanking  the  chamberlains  and  the  rest  of  the  burgesses  for 
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tlieiv  unanimous  support.     In   1708  he  served  under  jMnrl- 
borougli  in  the  campaign  in   Fhmders  ;  and,  in  the  following 
year,  lie  was  engaged  at  the   taking  of  Tournay  and  in  the 
famous  battle  of  Malplaquet.     For  his  military  services,  he 
was   rewarded   with    a    colonelcy    and   the    governorship    of 
Tynemouth  and  Chfford  Fort.     On  the  death  of  his  mother, 
in  17i32,  he  Avas  summoned  to  the  house  of  lords  as  baron 
Percy;  and  when  his  father  died,  in  1748,  he  became  duke  of 
Somerset.     Algernon,  when  Earl  Hertford,  married  Frances, 
daughter  of  the  JTonourable  Henry  Thymic;  to  her  Thomson, 
the  poet,  dedicated  his  "  Spring."     George,  Viscount  Beau- 
champ,  their  only   son,  was   born  on  September   the   11th, 
1725.     After  an  accomplished  education,  this  amiable  youth, 
desirous  of  improving  himself  by  travel,  left  England  in  1742, 
and  spent  the   two   last  years  of  his  short  life  in  visiting 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy;  and  his  observations  during 
his  journey,  which  were  transmitted  to  his  family,  are  said 
to  have  afforded  proofs  of  uncommon  genius  and  solid  judg- 
ment.    He  died  of  small  pox  at  Bologna,  on  July  the  22nd, 
1744,  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years.     A  daughter  only 
remained  to  inherit  the  honours  and  estates  of  the  family ; 
but  as  the  dukedom  of  Somerset  and  barony  of  Seymour  were 
limited  to   the  male  heirs  of  the   Protector  Somerset  by  his 
second  Avifc,  they  reverted,  in  accordance  with  limitations  of 
the  patent,  to  the  protector's  male  descendants  by  his  first 
wife. 

Tlie  daughter,  Eady  Elizabeth  Seymour,  having,  in  1740, 
married  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  the  duke  of  Somerset,  soon  after 
his  accession  to  his  father's  titles,  made  new  arrangements 
for  tlie  transmission  of  his  honours  and  estates  ;  and  therefore 
he  obtained  a  patent  from  the  king,  on  the  2nd  of  October, 
1740,  by  which  he  Avas  created  Baron  Warkworth,  of  Wark- 
worth  Castle,  and  earl  of  Northumberland,  with  remainder, 
failing  male  issue,  to  his  son-in-law.  Sir  Hugh  Smithson, 
and  to  his  heirs  male  by  Lady  Ehzabeth,  his  wife.  On  the 
following  day,  by  another  patent,  he  was  created  baron  of 
Cockermouth  and  earl  of  Egremont  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland ;  hutthese  titles  were  not  to  descend  to  his  daughter 
or  her  heirs,  but  to  his  nephew.  Sir  C-harles  ^^'yndham, 
and  his  male  heirs. 

Soon  after  this,  the  duke  died  on  February  the  7th,  1750, 
and  was  buried  in  St.  Nicholas'  Chapel,  Westminster  Abbey. 
With  him  ends  the  short  reign  of  the  Seymours  over  Aln- 
wick.    None  of  them  resided  there;  and  the  old  Vescy  and 
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Percy  castle  round  whicli  so  many  historical  associations 
clustered  was  suffered  to  become  ruinous.  Nevertheless, 
they  appear  to  have  dealt  kindly  Avith  the  town.  With  its 
freedom  of  action  they  seem  not  to  have  interfered ;  no 
attempts  were  made  to  abridj^e  its  liberties  or  clutch  its  pro- 
perty; during  this  period  it  attained  somewhat  of  importance 
and  was  prosperous,  shewing  how  the  interests  of  a  community 
are  best  promoted  by  the  free  and  natural  developement  of 
its  institutions,  its  commerce,  and  its  manufactures. 


FIG-  4-4- 
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OUAPTEE  XVII. 


HISTORICAL  AND  DESCRIPTIVE  NOTICES  OF  THE 
TOWN— FROM  1600  TO  1750. 

GOVERN:NrEXT  OF  THE  TO^VX — rUBLIC  PROPERTY — TRADE — URERE- 
TON's  visit  to  ALXWICK — ALNWICK  DURING  THE  PARLIAilENTARY 
STRUGGLE— TRAIN  BANDS— RAY  IN  ALNWICK  IN  1661 — ilAWDON 
IN  1G64 — KIRKE  IN  1677 — THE  CASTLE — CORPORATION  REJOIC- 
INGS —  ALNWICK  DURING  THE  REBELLION  OF  1715 — EARL  OF 
DERWENTWATER— ALNWICK  DURING  THE  REBELLION  OF  1745  — 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROPERTY— A  llENTAL  OF  THE  BOROUGH,   1709. 

EeserviHg  detailed  accounts  of  the  corporation  and  of  the 
baronial  courts  for  subsequent  cha])ters,  I  purpose  here  to 
gather  scattered  notices  relatinj^  to  tlie  town,  from  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  seventeenth  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century ; 
a  period  forming  a  peculiar  era  in  its  history.  With  the 
accession  of  James  I.,  Alnwick  ceases  to  possess  general 
liistoric  interest,  for  the  borders  avcic  no  longer  tlie  battle 
field  of  two  liostile  nations ;  and  during  the  succeeding  century 
and  a  half  the  barons  of  Alnwick  never  resided  at  the  castle, 
and  rarely  visited  it.  Being  left,  in  a  great  measure,  to  its 
own  resources  the  town  nevertheless  prospered,  and  became 
a  busy,  self-important,  and  somewhat  independent  community, 
till  towards  the  close  of  the  period  a  change  in  the  baronial 
dynasty  led  to  a  revolution  in  its  constitution  and  character. 

The  government  of  the  town  Avas  cliiefly  exercised  by  four 
chamberlains  and  a  four  and  twenty  or  conmion  council, 
selected  out  of  the  burgesses  ;  but  both  the  burgesses  and 
the  governing  body  were  of  a  different  character  from  the 
present  corporation.  The  burgesses  Avere  proportionally  more 
numerous,  for  they  comprised  about  one-tenth  of  the  popula- 
tion, Avhile  they  do  not  now  exceed  the  one-twentieth;  the 
leading  merchants  and  professional  and  trading  men,  as  Avell 
as  artisans,  belonged  to  the  corporation  ;  and  the  governing 
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body,  consisting  of  from  thirty  to  forty  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  reflected  the  opinions  and  character  of  the  com- 
munity. A  P raipositus ,  provost  or  mayor,  there  Avas  in  the 
iifteenth  century,  but  to  him  there  is  no  subsequent  reference; 
a  baihff,  liow(;ver,  till  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
stood  at  the  head  of  corporate  officers. 

A  large  extent  of  property  belonged  to  the  burgesses  ;  be- 
sides the  great  moor  on  which  they  depastured  their  cattle, 
and  portions  of  which  they,  from  time  to  time,  enclosed, 
they  had  a  great  stretch  of  land  extending  from  near  the 
Cf  tie  walls  down  the  river  for  about  a  mile.  The  ^Market 
Place,  the  shambles,  the  cross,  the  stocks,  the  pillory,  the 
tolbooth,  the  clocks,  the  pants,  and  open  spaces  about  the 
town  either  belonged  to  them  or  were  under  their  control ; 
they  had  the  patronage  of  the  church,  and  the  ancient  Gram- 
mar School  was  theirs  ;  they  worked  their  own  coal  mines, 
and  took  limestones,  sandstones,  and  slates,  to  build  and 
cover  their  houses,  out  of  their  own  quarries.  The  four  and 
twenty  acted  as  a  public  body,  to  whom  were  entrusted  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  comnmnity.  Jolly  men  they 
were,  fond  of  display,  hospitable,  even  sending  wine  to  the 
castle  to  treat  the  officers  of  the  lord  of  the  Manor  ;  prodigal 
too  they  Avere  in  their  own  drinking,  when  they  transacted 
public  business  ;  yet  we  could  almost  forgive  their  extrava- 
gance, on  accovnit  of  the  independent  spirit  with  Avhich  they 
frequently  acted.    This  was  the  golden  age  of  the  corporation. 

The  trade  of  the  toAvn  was  considerable.  There  were  ten 
incorjiorated  cunipanies ;  of  these  the  merchants  were  the 
most  dignified,  though  not  most  numerous  body.  Tanning 
was  the  most  important  trade ;  in  1G4G,  there  Avere  twenty- 
tAvo  tanneries  in  AluAvick,  Avhile  now  there  is  only  one. 
Leather  at  that  time  Avas  used  for  various  articles  of  clothing, 
and  hence  the  skinners  and  glovers  Avere  the  most  numerous 
fellowship.  Weaving  Avas  a  thriving  trade ;  shoes  Avere  ex- 
tensively manufi^ctured;  and  besides  these  there  Avere  fullers, 
coopers,  batchers,  Avrights,  and  smiths.  The  skilled  artisans 
of  Alnwick  did  the  Avork  of  an  extensive  district;  the  tOAvn 
was  the  great  emporium  of  commerce  for  the  countrv  around, 
"being  in  the  middest  of  the  countrie  and  therefore  of  greatest 
repaire  and  concourse  of  people  ;"*  and  to  its  markets  and 
great  fairs  they  resorted  for  their  merchandise  of  every  kind. 

Sir  William  Brereton,  in  his  journey  through  Durham  and 

'■•■ .      •  .   •   Petition  to  Lord  Burghley,       .    ,. 
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Northumberland  in  1635,  gives  a  slight  notice  of  the  town 
and  castle. 

"June  24.  From  Morpeth  to  Anwicke  is  fourteen  miles, 
where  we  lodged  at  the  Postmaster's  house;  Cd.  ordinary  and 
f^ood  victuals  and  lodging.  Here  we  saw  a  mighty  castle,  be- 
longing to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  wlioroin  were  all  houses 
of  offices,  many  of  them  now  in  decay  ;  but  my  Lord  is  reparino- 
the  same  by  degrees.  Great  revenues  paid  to  liim  out  of  this 
country  ;  at  least  eight  horsload  of  money.  He  hath  four  castles 
iu  this  country,  viz.,  this  castle,  Warji-weth  Castle,  Tininoutli 
Castle,  and  Prudhowe  Castle.  t- 

Juno  25.  We  lodged  at  the  Postmaster's  at  Anwick  last 
night,  wliere  we  were  well  used  ;  Gd.  ordinary  supper,  and  -Id. 
breakfast;  good  lodging  and  neat." 

In  the  year  1639,  Northumberland  became  the  scene  of 
some  of  the  early  movements  of  tlu^  great  civil  war.  Tbo 
attempt  of  Charles  I.  and  of  Archbishop  Laud  to  impose 
episcopacy  on  presbyterian  Scotland,  drove  the  Scots  to  take 
up  arms;  and  Charles  advanced  with  an  army  into  Scotland 
"  to  chastise  his  rebellious  subjects."  Part  at  least  of  bis 
forces  at  this  time  passed  through  Alnwick,  on  their  way  to 
the  entrenched  camp  at  Birks  or  West  Ord  on  the  Tweed, 
about  two  miles  westward  of  Berwick.  The  king  could  not 
effect  his  object,  and  w<^>s  obliged  to  conclude  a  treaty  ;  but 
he  was  ijisincere,  and  grievances  were  not  redressed.  In  the. 
following  year,  therefore,  the  Scottish  army,  consisting  of 
twenty  thousand  foot  and  two  thousand  five  liundred  horse, 
under  the  connuand  of  General  Lesley,  boldly  advanced  into 
England,  and  on  the  20th  of  August  crossed  the  Tweed  at 
Coldstream.  They  spent  the  first  night  at  Miliield,  the  next 
at  AVooler  Ilaugh  ;  the  following  day  being  Sunday,  thev 
marched,  after  sermon,  to  Branton,  and  on  the  next  day 
encamped  on  a  hill  between  the  old  and  new  towns  <)f 
Eglingbam  ;  on  the  27th  of  August  they  reached  Newburn 
on  the  Tyne,  where  the  river  was  fordable.  The  king's  aruiv 
was  encamped  on  Stella  Ilaugh,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Tyne,  and  was  attacked  by  the  Scots  on  the  28th  ami 
completely  routed.  Newcastle  surrendered  to  the  Scots  on 
the  Sunday  following  ;  and  the  ofRcers,  we  are  told,  "  dined 
■with  the  mayor,  drunk  a  health  to  the  king,  and  had  three 
sermons  that  day  from  their  own  divines."  Of  the  four 
northern  counties  the  Scots  were  now  masters  ;  and  their 
conduct,  contrasted  with  the  wild,  lawless,  plundering  habits 
of  a  former  generation,  afforded   a  pleasing  proof  of  their 
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advance  in  civilisation.  They  refused  to  act  on  the  offer  of 
the  king  to  make  assessments  themselves,  as  this  might  have 
the  appearance  of  plundering;  they  received,  however,  hy 
treaty,  £850  per  day  for  their  maintenance. 

In  the  militiiry  movements  of  the  year  1644,  Alnwick  was 
more  directly  interested.    The  conflict  between  constitutional 
government  and  absolute  rule  had  been  removed  from  parlia- 
ment to  the  battle-fleld.     Northumberland  appears  generally 
to  have  been  attached  to  the  royal  cause  ;  but  two  influential 
Northumbrians  took  thesideof  the  parliament — the  Earl  Percy 
of  Northumberland  and  Lord  Grey,  of  Wark,  Avho  acted  as  a 
commissioner  to  invite  the  Scots  to  aid  in  the  struggle.     A 
Scottish  army  of  18,000  foot,  2,000  horse  and  1,000  dragoons 
eflective,  with  a  train  of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  of  l^even,  advanced  in  January   1G44  towards  England. 
On  the  18th  several  regiments  marched  from  Dmibar  and  the 
adjacent  villages,  through  a  heath  ten  miles  long  to  Berwick, 
amidst  a  snow  storm.     Three  regiments  of  foot  and  thirteen 
troops  of  horse,  marched  on  the  lOth  from  Berwick  to  Adder- 
stone  in  Northumberland,  where  the  commander  had  estab- 
lished his  head  quarters  ;  and  here  were  assemliled  Avith  him 
the  committee  of  both  kingdoms.     The  king's  party  had  but 
two  regiments  of  foot  and  six  troops  of  horse  to  meet  this 
formidable    army ;     one    regiment    was    at    Wooler    under 
Colonel  Francis  Anderson,  and  the  remainder  ■were  at  Alnwick 
commanded  by  Sir  Thomas  Glenham.     The  committee  to- 
wards  night    sent  a    trum])etei-    to    Sir    Thomas    Glenham, 
Colonel   Grey,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  gentlemen  at 
Alnwick,  the  head  quarters  of  the  royal  force ;  and  on  the 
22nd,  the  gentlemen  of  Northumberland  met  there  to    de- 
liberate, what  course  to  take.     Sir  Tliomas  Glenham  pro- 
pounded to  them  these  three  questions  :    1st — what  should  Iw 
done  with  those  places  of  the  comity  which  Avere  not  yet  in 
the  possession  of  the  Scots,  and  which  they  were  not  able  to 
protect  ?     2ud — Avhat  answer  should  be  given  to  tlie  letter  of 
the  two  committees?     3rd — whether  they  should  fight  with 
the  Scots  army  ?     On  the  first  question  tliey  were  divided ; 
the  Yorkshire  officers  thinking  it  most  expedient,  that  the 
country  should   be   burnt,  Avasted,  and  destroyed ;    but   the 
Northumberland  officers  and  gentlemen  were  opposed  to  this, 
saying,  "  that  they  had  hazarded  their  lives  and  fortunes,  as 
Avell  as  others,  and  they  Avould  take  this  for  a  small  reeom- 
pence   of  their  labours  to   have   their  country  Avasted   and 
spoiled."     To  the  second  question,  the  committee  also  gave 
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different  answers  ;  some  thinking  it  fittest  to  send  a  fair 
answer  to  so  fair  a  letter  ;  others  that  it  could  not  he  answered 
by  them,  but  must  be  sent  to  the  earl  of  Newcastle ;  and 
a  third  party  was  of  opinion  that  it  must  be  sent  to  his 
Majesty  before  any  answer  could  be  returned.  On  the  third 
question,  "  they  were  unanimous,  declining  by  all  means  to 
fight,  yet  with  resolution  to  come  ofi"  with  some  credit,  and 
with  these  sixteen  troops  of  horse  and  two  regiments  of  foot, 
which  they  have  at  Alnwick,  some  eight  drakes  and  twenty 
pieces  of  ordnance  (which  they  had  from  a  Dutcli  Flee-boat, 
that  run  ashore  near  the  place),  to  defend  the  Bridge,  tlioiigh 
they  well  knew  the  town  may  be  invaded  at  any  otlier  place." 

Other  regiments  from  Berwick  and  Kelso  liad  joined  the 
Scottish  general,  and  his  artillery  had  arrived  by  sea  on  the 
evening  of  tlie  22nd.  He  sent  orders  to  his  lieutenarit 
general,  who  was  about  nine  or  ten  miles  from  Alnwick,  to 
meet  him  there  on  Tuesday  forenoon,  (the  25th),  intending, 
as  he  says,  "  by  God's  assistance  "  to  find  quarters  in  New- 
castle on  the  27th.  The  royalists  made  but  a  poor  show  of 
fighting  ;  they  abandoned  Alnwick  on  tlic  approach  of  the 
Scots,  designing  to  make  a  stand  at  Felton  ;  but  tlie  Scottish 
horse  advancing  before  they  couhl  cut  down  the  bridge  over 
the  Coquet,  tiiey  were  obliged  to  fiec  to  Morpeth,  whence 
they  soon  proceeded  to  Newcastle.  The  snow  suddenly  began 
to  melt  on  the  25th,  and  so  flooded  tlie  roads,  that  the  Scottish 
foot  soldiers  in  their  march  were  sometimes  up  to  their  mid- 
dles ;  and  so  exhausted  Avere  tliey  on  arriving  at  ^Morpeth, 
that  they  were  compelled  to  res-t  for  live  days.  A  party  de- 
tached from  the  main  army  at  Alnwick  under  the  marquis  of 
Argyle,  attacked  the  fort  on  Coquet  Island,  but  after  the  dis- 
charge of  the  first  shot  the  governor  with  seventy  ofiicers  and. 
soldiers  surrendered  ;  seven  ])ieces  of  ordnance  and  a  quantity 
of  ammunition  were  also  taken.  On  the  3rd  of  February  the 
Scottish  host  appeared  before  Newcastle  ;  but  this  town  made 
a  gallant  and  for  some  time  successful  defence. 

In  aid  of  the  royal  cause  the  marquis  of  Montrose  entered 
Scotland  on  April  loth,  1644,  with  the  Cumberland  and, 
Westmoreland  Militia,  and  three  troops  of  horse.  After 
taking  ])umfries  he  became  afraid  of  being  cut  oft'  by  the 
Covenanters,  and  retraced  his  steps  ;  but  determined  not  to 
be  altogether  inactive,  he  resolved  to  join  the  royal  forces  in 
JJurham  and  Northumberland — a  resolution  "  neither  dis- 
honourable to  himself  nor  unprofitable  to  them."  He  drove  a 
garrison  of  the  Covenanters  out  of  Morpeth   and   took    the 
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Castle,  and  gave  the  pillage  to  his  English  soldiers  ;    he  dis-  '.'1  4 

missed  the  garrison  on  condition  of  their  never  again  drawing  '  ^  j 

a   sword   against   the  king.     He  next  took   the  fort  at  the  JL  i 

month  of  the  Tyne  ;  and  afterwards  plentifully  supplied  New- 
castle with  corn  from  Alnwick  and  other  places  thereabouts. 
After  these  successes  he  was  sumiuoned  to  the  help  of  Piince  ' 

Rupert ;  hut,  notwithstanding  the  des})atch  he  made,  he  did 
not  come  np  with  the  prince,  till  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Marston  Moor.*     Fairfax's  forces  now  joined  the  Scots  in  the  ,, 

siege  of  Newcastle,   which  being  nnable   to  hold  out  against  ' 

so  formidable  an  array  surrendered  on  the  20th  of  October; 
and    the   county  of  Northumberland   came  again  luider  the  "   •! 

power  of  Parliament.  ^ 

The  trumpeter  sent  by  the  Scottish  general  to  Ahnvick  was  1 

hospitably  treated  by  the  corporation;  the  accounts  for  1645 
state,  "paid  for  a  bottle  of  sack  of  Major  General  Lesley 
Trumpeter  t2s.  8d."     Scottish  soldiers  had   now  possession  , 

of  the  town  and  some  of  them  were  billeted  in  the  neighbour-  \  j 

ing  village.     One  party  was  located  at  Denwick,  and  they  \;l 

had  seriously  misconducted  themselves  ;  for  there  is  entered  in  >j 

the  accoiuits  "  Item  V)estowed  of  the  oflicers  that  went  against 
the  Denwick  soldiers,  they  had  burnt  all  Walkergate  4s." 
besides  this  we  find  "  one  pottle  of  mnlled  sack  bestoAved  on 
Colonel  AVildon."  To  maintain  the  Scots  army  in  1641,  assess- 
ments were  made  in  the  northern  counties  ;  £300  were  raised 
from  Northnmberland,  £300  from  Durham  and  £'200  from 
Newcastle.  At  a  later  date,  11)45  or  tht'reabouts,  similar  assess- 
lucnts  were  made,  for  we  tindiuonies  were  borrowed,  amount- 
ing to  £9  7s.  Od,  by  the  corporation  iVom  several  })crsons,  to 
pay  "  INlajor  llnme's  assessments."     In  the  foUoAving  year  1: 

there  were   paid   5s  for  a  baggage  horse  for    Captain    Bee's  ^; 

company,  and  6s.  8d,  to  Jolui  Scott  for  quartering  soldiers.  |; 

Something  Avas  done  to  the  defences  of  the  town  ;  for  in  1641,  I 

there  Avas  paid  for  making  the  town's  gate  12s.  4d ;  and  the  f 

gate  of  the  castle  Avas  also  repaired  by  the  corporation. 

While  the  king  Avas  a  prisoner  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  there  ^^ 

was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  reaction  in  his  fovour  in  the 
country ;  several  insurrections  broke  o\it  against  parlia- 
mentary government,  and  an  army  of  Scotsmen  inuler  Lord 
Hamilton  agreed  to  act  Avitli  the  royalists  of  England  ;  but 
these  formidable  combinations  Avere  defeated  through  the 
vigour  and  skill  of  Cromwell.     Major  Sanderson  in  a  letter 

•   Wisharl's  Memoirs  oi  iMoiitrosc,  p.  30. 
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dated  July  3rd  1648,  gives  an  account  of  what  ^vas  done  in 
the  district  around  Alnwick. 

..Wo  Imrted  away  on  the  nigl.t  "f^day    30ft  June   and 

z;t\ti1^cfZar/xtt-XV(:f|u5^^ 

iofasoii,  J-  uau.  Tosson.  where  wee  tuoke  a  neu- 

the  first  towne  wo  fell  into  ^va3  ^^  '^«^^^' ^^      ,  t  towne  was 

tenant  and  six  of  hia  dragoons,  all  i"/^^^'  \^^*^  l\\  .    ■,     ,       rj.^ 
LurLottle,  where  we  took  60  ho.se  and    0  n.en     11  n  heck      ihe 

.ext  quarter  was  f  f-l^lVJ^^^O^itst  'The  ext  quart Jr  was 
,.any  others  were  '^^^'^^^^^^'J^^^^^^^^  other  consider- 

Sl^t-^JK^^^^^^^ 

aud  souldiers  in  that  quarter.  At  ^Ij^^^^^J^^^^^^^^^  towards  Bran- 
Major  Troulop,  and  many  ^tl^^^'^,  JJ'^ftk  ™  soners  and  horse, 
ton   but  finding  that  we  ^^ero  do^ed  w  t^^^^  ^^^^^.^^; 


mount 


xiin  thi^ugh  the  body,  and  some  others  wounded. 

The  contentions  of  the  period  pressed  heavily  on  the  tmni 
as    is  shewn    by   the  following  document  in  t   e    eoipoiatt 

^Uaehed!  :a;.tt;were  number,  of  the    W 

in  the  year  l()-li)  : — 

-  To  the  ri^^ht  worshipful  the  deputy  lieutennants  of  Northum- 
berland! The^humble  retieion  of  the  Burgesses  and  Inhabitants 

^'^atTi^pSSSs  having  layed  up  on  them  a  ehcu^e  ^Vom 
the  worLipful  Comittee)  for  the  -^--f-S  ^  ,  ^^  en^  e.th 
«ixmen  out  of  this  poore  towne  ^-y^^^ ^  lave  and  are  now 
whieh  we  are  wilhng  to  our  abdityes  ^^^^^\^^  ,,  us 
at  this  instant  sore  opprest  with  a  ^^^^^^^^  ,^;^j!^\';;  ,i  ^,'J^^^^  hope 
of  horse  and  footo  and  our  groundes  destiojed  .^\^^^}y^\'^'4^,/^f 

netieioners  conceive  can  amount  to  no  less  tnau  i- j 
Pt  some  to  such  a  poor  distressed  place  and  people. 

.  *    Ricluudson'.-   Kepriiitb. 
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Your  peticioners  humbly  pray  you  Avill  be  pleased  to  take  the 
premises  into  your  grave  cousideracions  for  the  ease  of  your 
p>eticioner8  as  in  your  wisdomes  you  shall  think  befitting  and 
your  peticioners  shall  pray  &c. 

Thomas  Salkeld,  John  Gallon,  Launcelott  Scott,  Thomas 
Younger,  Chamberlynos ;  Robert  AVatson,  bailiffe ;  William 
Hunter,  Hugh  Arro\Ysmith,  Nicholas  Forster,  Arthur  Arrow- 
smith,  Bichard  Wj'dows,  Henry  Preaston,  Thomas  Hunter." 

"In  consideration  of  the  great  burden  the  said  Towne  lyes 

under  for  the  present  we  are  content  they  be  freed  of  one  hora  5 

of  the  three  they  are  charged  withall,  and  the  other  two  horses  > 

are  to  be  raised  up  of  the  ablest  of  the  Towne,  the  poorer  sort  to  |^, 

be  spared  and  the  care  of  this  is  referred  to  Maior  Sanderson.  '  ,* 

Francis  Heselrigge,  Ealph  Delaval,  Henry  Ogle."  .'I 

The  outburst  of  joy  which  hailed  the  restoration  of  Charles  § 

II.  seems  to  have  been  but  a  temporary  feelinj^.     Heavy  taxes  ;  % 

were   imposed  distasteful  to  the  people,  who  were  the  more  ;  h.. 

deeply  j^rieved  because  no  little  of  the  money  Avrung  from  ,^- 

them  was  practically  wasted.     A  curious  deposition  in  the  j^S' 

castle  of  York  shews  the  existence  of  such  discontent  in  Aln-  yj^ 

wick.  W 

«'  Oct.  21,  166-1.     At  Eock  before  John  Salkeld  and  Jo.  Clarke,  | 

Esq.,   Thomas  Busby,  of  AhiT^-icke,  saith  tliat  on  the  12th  of  I 

August,  being  walking  in  cumpany  of  Henry  Elder,  of  Alnwicke,  .  ^  I 

and  saying,  what  can  become  of  all  the  money,  that  was  collected  >i 

in  the  country  ?  the   said  Henry  replied,  '  What  should  become  I 

of  it?     There  was  non  to  destroy  it  but   a  company  of  ranting  |.;     | 
fullow.s ;  and  for  his  ^Majesty  hoe  had  taken  up  the  bones  of  an 
lioncster  man  than  himselfo,  and  in  his  tlioughta  there  would  be 
noe  quietness  till  hue  wont  tho  way  his  father  went.'  " 

Train  hands  were  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  raised  for  the  ,_|f : 

defence  of  the  kingdom ;  and  every  township  had  to  contri- 
bute proportionally  to  their  maintenance.  The  borough  of 
Alnwick  including  Ilobberlaw  was  riM]nired  to  set  fortli  six  ;.   \\ 

footmen;  and  on   the  chamberlains  and  the  four  and  twenty  %^ 

of  the  town  devolved  the  duty  of  making  and  collecting  rates    .  r*  f 

for  this  purpose  from  the  houses,  lands  and  farms.*  { 

Frequent  references  there  are  in  the  corporate  accounts  to 
these  train  bands  ;  in  1(379  there  were  20s.  paid  for  procuring 
men  for  train  bands  and  tindingarms;  when  the  train  band  men 
Avent  to  Morpeth  in  1683,  they  received  Is.  Gd.  ;  for  two  mus- 
kets I'Js.  Gd.  were  paid;  and  in  the  same  year  the  cliambcrlains 

*  The  earliest  rate  book  preserved  is  dated  17th  March,  1671,  and  as  it  is 
curious  and  important,  if  space  allow,  it  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix. 
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acknowledged  the  receipt  of  "  the  towns  arms,  viz.,  four 
muskets,  three  coats,  and  four  pair  of  bandyliers."  An 
assessment  made  in  1690,  which  was  three  times  the  amount 
of  that  in  1671  shows  the  rehitive  importance  of  the  different 
wards;  "  Bongatt  ward  provided  £2  6s.  IHd.,  Markett  ward 
£,2  2s.  10 ^d.,  Narrowgatt  ward  £1  Is.  4d^,  Bailefgate  ward 
lis.  10d.,"Walkegatt  5s.  9d.  and  Clayport  9s.  4d.,  in  all 
£6  19s.  Id."  The  four  and  twenty  on  March  2oth  1696, 
"ordered  a  cess  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  £  for  troffy  moneys  and  re- 
pairing and  buyiug  swords  and  musketts  and  rejiaying  the 
money  that  was  paid  for  setting  out  four  men."  Tlie  town's 
magazine  of  arms  was  fiir  from  being  extensive  ;  "  On  March 
2nd  1T02  there  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Baron  Falder  A  Sword 
Coat  and  Gun  without  a  Ramrod  belonging  to  the  Town,  to 
Mr.  iNIark  Forster  one  Sword,  two  Coats  and  one  Gun  and  a 
Lock ;  to  ]Mr  Tho.  Woodhouse  1  Coat,  Gun  aiid  Sword  and 
Cartridge  box.  To  Luke  Hymers  one  Gun  and  one  Sword." 
Such  was  the  sorry  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
The  great  naturalist,  John  Ray,  when  on  one  of  his 
"  Sim])ling  Voyages"  ])assod  through  the  town  in  1601,  and 
thus  chronicles  his  visit — 

"  August  the  iStli  we  travelled  from  Newcastle  through  IMor- 
poth  to  Alnwick  twonty-six  miles,  whicli  town  is  under  a  bailiff ; 
every  trade  chooses  an  alderman ;  tho  chief  trade  is  tanning. 
Here  wo  saw  a  goodly  and  strong  castle,  well  walled,  and  not 
yet  much  run  to  decay,  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland. 
Tliia  <H)uutry  is  tliinly  inliabitod,  very  bleak,  and  barren."^' 

We  have  notice  of  both  Alnwick  and  iMorpeth  in  1664 
from  Marmaduke  Rawdon,  of  York,  who  had  been  a  merchant 
in  London,  and  after  a  successful  business  cai-eer  took  delight 
in  travelling ;  the  accounts  of  his  journies  give  good  sketches 
of  domestic  life  and  manners. 

"1664.  From  Newcastle  they  went  that  night  (27th  August) 
to  a  towne  of  16  mile  off,  called  Morpeth,  a  large  towne  M'hero 
they  rested  that  night,  and  the  next  day  Sunday.  Itt  haith  a 
church,  a  ]n-ison,  the  mines  of  a  castle  belonginge  to  my  Lord  of 
Carlile,  which  the  Scotch  ruind  in  thesse  warrs,  and  a  free  scoole 
with  a  chimney  in  itt,  where  the  boyes  have  a  fire  all  tho  winter 
longe,  each  boy  bringinge  a  horse  loode  of  coales,  which  thir 
costs  3  pence.     Close  by  itt  runns  the  river  Wents-becke. 

Monday  the  29th  August,  they  went  to  an  ancient  towne  called 
Anwick,  where  they  dined;  itt  haith  tow  faire  gates  of  free  stone, 

*   Memorials  of  Hay,  p.  150. 
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which  shews  itt  liaith  bene  some  thinge  in  former  times,  but  now 
the  howses  are  all  thactht  and  soe  contomtible  little,  that,  like 
the  citie  of  Mindus,  the  towne  may  easoly  run  thorro^y  the  gates; 
here  is  a  fuire  stronge  castle,  ^yhiL;h  makes  a  greate  shew  to  the 
counti'v,  but  ill  contrived  within  for  lodgins.  It  belonges  to  my 
Lord  of  Northumberland  whose  Auditor  comes  tliir  twice  a  yeare, 
sitts  to  order  busnisses,  and  to  receive  his  rents. "^' 

Thomas  Kirke,  of  Corbridge,  in  his  jouruoyings  in   the  4 

north  of  England,  thus  records  his  visit  in  1677 —  i 

"Monday,  21  May.     At  night  we  got  to  Alnwick  where  is  a  J 

very  groat  castle  and  some  part  of  it  in  rt3pair.  A  little  from  the 
town  up  the  river  is  an  Abbey,  whore  Sir  Fopling  lives;  av6 
waited  in  the  Abbey  an  hour  before  lie  made  his  appearance ; 
we  drank  a  glass  or  two  of  wino  with  him  and  left  liim  as  we 
found  him." 

Sir  Fo])ling  was  Robert  Brandling,  a  descendant  of  Sir 
Francis  Brandling  and  proprietor  of  Alnwick  Abbey,  lie 
along  with  John  Salkcld  possessed  the  tithes  of  Felton  in 
16GG. 

The  notice  of  the  town  by  Ralph  Thorcsby  in  1G81  is  rnoi-e 
important,  as  it  shews  that  the  walls  of  the  town  wore  then 
in  existence.  He  was  a  woollen  draper,  an  antiquary,  an(l 
the  historian  of  Leeds ;  ho  had  proi)erty  at  Rock,  which 
caused  him  occasionally  to  visit  the  district. 

"Over  the  moors"  says  ho,  "from  ^Morpeth  to  Alnwick,  an 
ancient  town  fortiUod  with  a  curious  castle  and  an  old  wall.  B}' 
Kock  whore  I  found  the  old  tenants  repenting  their  unkind  feel- 
ings, and  continual  murmurings  for  abatements,  which  hastened 
the  sale  of  the  estate,  and  now  they  would  gladly  have  the  same 
lands  at  the  ordinary  advancement." 

Many  offices  in  the  castle  were  in  decay  in  1635,  but 
the  earl  was  then  repairing  them  by  degrees.  These  restora- 
tions, however,  had  only  been  partial,  being  probably  inter- 
rupted by  the  great  civil  war  ;  and  although  tlie  residence  of 
the  baronial  ofhcials,  it  became  still  more  ruinous.  So  little 
valued  indeed  was  this  great  stronghold,  that  we  "find  from 
the  corporation  records,  some  part  of  it  was  used  as  a  common 

*  We  have  a  curious  accouut  of  the  state  of  Belford  iu  IGSO,  wliich  says — 
"  Belfort  nothing  like  the  name  either  in  strengtli  or  beauty  is  tlie  most  miserable 
beggarly  sodden  town  or  town  of  sods  that  ever  was  made  in  an  afternoon  of  loam 
and  slicks.  In  all  the  town  not  a  loaf  of  bread,  nor  a  quart  of  beer,  nor  a  lock  of 
hay,  nor  a  peck  of  oats,  and  little  shelter  for  horse  or  man." — Court  a>id  Ttincs  of 
Charles  /.,  IL,  p.  '1S5. 
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school  in  1691,  when  "  Mr.  Mathew  Wood  lately  discharged 
from  our  free  Scheie  and  out  of  contempt  have  sett  up  Schole 
in  Alnwick  Castle."  Of  the  api)eurance  and  state  of  the 
castle  at  this  period  we  can  form  an  opinion  from  a  drawing^ 
by  Buck  in  1128,  of  which  a  reduced  copy  is  given  in  Plate 
VII I. 

Jolly  men,  as  we  have  said,  were  the  authorities  of  the 
town  in  these  days ;  and  diligent  in  seizing  on  public  events 
as  occasions  for  indulgence  in  drinking,  feasting,  and  uproari- 
ous enjoyment.  AVhen  a  protector  was  proclaimed  or  a  king 
crowned,  when  royal  birth  days  came  round,  wlien  battles 
were  won,  when  thanksgiving  days  and  gunpowder  plot  days 
recurred,  they  must  enjoy  themselves  ;  there  must  be  ale  and 
wine  and  strong  waters  to  drink — gunpowder  to  blaze  away 
— cannons  to  roar — tar  barrels  to  be  burnt — music  played 
and  tobacco  smoked.  Like  the  vicar  of  Bray  tliey  had  one 
unvarying  creed  ;  whoever  was  king  and  whatever  occurred 
they  must  be  jolly.  Though  modest  in  amount  at  first,  these 
indulgences  reached  a  pitch  of  extragavance  towards  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

When  the  protector  -was  proclaimed  on  September  the  ll3th 
1658,  there  was  disbursed  for  wine  10s.  What  rejoicings 
there  were  when  Charles  II.  "  came  to  his  own  "  are  not  re 
corded  ;  but  in  1665,  8s.  l^d.  were  '^paid  at  Edward  Smith's 
for  wine  and  ber  beinge  upon  the  kings  coronation  day  ;" 
and  the  same  event  was  celebrated  on  the  following  day  by 
drinking  "  wine  and  strong  waters"  and  by  pipes  and  tobacco. 
In  1665  one  shilling  was  paid  for  ''  drink  at  Betiiige  the  hol- 
landers ;"  and  when  peace  was  proclaimed  in  1674  tlie  re- 
joicings cost  only  6s.  8d.  James  II.  seems  to  have  been  a 
favourite  ;  at  "  the  proclaiming  our  Soverign  Lord  James  the 
Second "  on  February  14th,  1684,  there  were  48  bottles  of 
wine  drunk  costing  £2  l!^s.  Od.;  and  "more  the  next  day  to 
the  Sheriff  6  Bottles  7s.,  and  more  four  Bottels  of  Wine  to 
Mr.  Beach  4s.  8d."  Wine  then  cost  only  14d.  per  bottle. 
"At  the  Crownacon  day  "  of  the  king  in  1688  the  rejoicings 
were  demonstrative — ale  and  brandy  were  drunk — ale  was 
given  away  at  the  cross  to  the  soldiers,  constables,  and  popu- 
lace— ^music  was  playing — guns  were  fired  and  "aboonfire" 
was  blazing  in  the  Market-place. 

King  William  III.  seems  to  have  been  no  great  favourite, 
judging  from  the  meagre  rejoicings  with  which  his  advent 
was  hailed.  For  ale  at  the  cross  in  1689  "  at  the  king 
and  queen's  coronation  day  "  only  03.  4d.  were  paid.      The 
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gunnerSj  however,  had  ale  to  the  vahic  of  4s.  4d. ;  and  there 
were  two  runlets  of  ale  at  the  cross  for  the  soldiers,  costing 
5s.  5d. :  besides  this  "  a  boonfire  "  lighted  up  the  scene. 
Englishmen,  however,  exult  when  their  countrymen  gain  a 
victory  ;  and  the  cor))orate  pulse  beat  vigorously,  when  news 
came  of  William's  military  triumphs.  Captain  Forster,  in 
161)0,  was  treated  with  ale  at  Mr.  George  Salkeld's  "  upon 
the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Irish"  at  the  cost  of  Gs. ;  and 
the  bells  rung  for  joy  at  the  victory.  A  little  afterwards,  we 
have  entered — 

1690. — Spent  when  the  Kinq^  camo  home  l^J-,  Tar  Barrells  Is.  3d., 

Pipa  and  'Uowhcu  7d.       .  .  .  .  .     1   10 

Itobert  IIuinLleton  for  Ale  .  .  .  ,18 

Ale  at  the  Lone  fire  wlicn  Kina:  "William  camo  home  .     1     8 

Att  the  .same  time  2  Tar  Barrells      .  .  .  .18 

Tobacco  Pipea  .  .  .  .  .  .06 

When  news  arrived  of  peace  on  October  22nd,  1697,  3  tar 
barrels  were  used;  and  on  its  being  ])roclaimed,  five  more 
"  to  make  a  bonfire,"  with  "  2  bottles  of  brandy  and  musick 
then."  Such  records  were  frequent :  a  few  more,  after  the 
accession  to  the  throne  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  may  be  added. 

1713. 


-Oct.  22. — Paid  for  Ale  att  the  King's  landing  to  James 
liatt  3s.  4d.,  to  my  Mother  Grey  3d.  -id.,  at  ]\Irs.  Rohson'a 
in  the  Reckoning  3a.  6d.,  Ringing  the  Bells  la.,  Musick 
2s.  6d. 

-Oct.  20.— Att  Corronation  3  harles  33.,  Musick  2a.  6d.,  Alo 
at  bone  fire  5a.  4d.,  Alo  from  William  Stanton  6s.  8d.,  3 
barles  33.         ......  . 

-^lay  6. — Alo  at  proclaiming  the  peace  53.,  alo  at  the  Cross 
58.       .......  . 

1711. — July. — Alo  when  the  King  was  proclaimed  . 


1714. 


1713.- 


13     8 


20     6 


Regularly  as  Thanksgiving  day  and  Gunpowder  Plot  day 
came  round  there  were  rejoicings.  In  1697  on  Thanksgiving 
day,  there  were  paid  for  3  tar  barrels  for  the  bonfire  3s.  6d., 
for  2  quarts  of  brandy  4s.  8d.,  tobacco  and  pipes  6d.,  ringing 
bells..  Is.,  for  musick  2s.  6d.  and  for  ale  drunk  at  the  cross 
12s.  8d.  Similar  rejoicings  were  on  Gunpowder  Plot  day. 
These  celebrations  ceased  about  the  year  1718.  Still,  frequent 
as  all  these  merry  makings  were,  they  do  not  give  a  complete 
picture  of  the  jollity  of  the  times ;  others  will  be  referred  to 
when  we  treat  of  the  corporation. 

Let  us  now  see  what  part  the  town  played  during  the  two 
rebellions  in  favour  of  the  exiled  Stuarts.  Very  scanty  are  the 
local  references  to  the  events  of  1715  ;  and  this  is  to  be 
regretted,  as  the  early  operations  were  in  this  neighbour- 
hood.    Thoinag  Forster,  of  Adderstone,  one  of  the  members  of 
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parliament  for  the  county,  but  a  man  of  little  capacity  or  cour- 
age, was  the  first  mover  in  this  attempt  to  drive  the  house  of 
Hanover  from  the  throne.  On  the  6th  of  October,  Forster 
with  others  favourable  to  the  Stuart  cause  met  at  Greenrig 
in  Northumberland;  and  being  afterwards  joined  by  the 
earl  of  Derwentvvater  with  his  friends  and  servants,  the  party 
marched  to  Rothbury,  where  they  remained  all  night,  and  on 
the  next  day  with  increased  numbers  they  marched  to  Wark- 
worth,  where  they  remained  till  Monday  the  10th.  Forster 
here  assumed  the  title  of  general,  wliich  had  been  bestowed 
on  him  by  the  earl  of  Mar ;  and  on  Sunday  he  ordered  iNIr. 
Ion,  the  vicar,  to  pray  for  Charles  Stuart,  as  king,  and  for 
Mary,  the  queen  mother  ;  but  the  vicar  refusing,  Mr.  Buxton, 
the  chaplain  of  the  rebels,  took  possession  of  tlie  church,  read 
the  service,  ])rayed  for  Charles  Stuart  as  king,  and  preached 
with  considerable  eloquence  and  learning  in  favour  of  the 
Stuart  cause.  On  Monday  General  Forster  in  disguise  pro- 
claimed from  the  cross  of  tliat  ancient  borough,  by  sound  of 
trumpet  and  other  formalities,  Charles  Stuart  as  king  of 
Britain.  Tlie  rebels  then  marched  to  INIorpeth,  where  joined 
by  other  malcontents,  tlie  party  increased  to  the  number  of 
300  horsemen. 

The  men  of  Alnwick  were  loyal ;  and  the  accounts  shew 
that  they  were  watchful,  and  prepared  to  take  part  in  the 
struggle,  on  the  side  of  the  house  of  Hanover.  We  have  the 
following  entries : — 

"  1715,  Oct.,  paid  whou  tho  watch  was  sot  Is. ;  to  Carnos  about 
tlie  rebels  4s.  -Id. ;  to  Standley  for  his  horse  to  Berwick  M'ith 
prisoners  os.  ;  to  Carncs  to  gott  Intolidgeiice  of  rebels  4s.  ;  to 
Wilhaia  Anderson  wlion  ho  •went  about  Intelligence  Is. ;  paid 
Caren  and  Hindmavsh  for  enquiring  about  tlie  Kebells  3s  6d ; 
ale  to  them  8d. ;  to  Gair  and  Johnston  for  watching  the  town 
IGd.  and  ale  4d. ;  for  cairying  the  iJeserters  to  Bar^\•icke  2s.  4d. ; 
Coals,  Candle,  and  Straw  to  the  Guaid  4s.  6d. ;  Mr  Stephenson 
for  getting  our  Townes  Arms  examined  5s. ;  spent  at  Uickaby's 
with  IStr.  Forster  and  Mr.  Gi'ieve  when  wee  ruett  aboutt  traiu 
Band  Men  2s. ;  paid  Carues  and  otliers  that  wore  Imployed  in 
watching  the  Kebels  43." 

The  incompetency  of  General  Forster  hastened  the  end  of 
this  rebellion,  which  was  bad  in  plan  and  worse  in  execution. 
After  the  insurgents  surrendered  at  Preston,  a  severe  retribu- 
tion followed  ;  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  aiul  others  paid  the 
penalty  with  tlieir  lives,  but  the  pusillanimous  Forster  escaped 
to  the  continent. 
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The  untimely  fate  of  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  excited  deep 
sympathy  ;  for  he  was  young,  amiable,  and  generous,  and  had 
been  inconsiderately  involved  in  a  foolisli  enterprise.  He 
was  connected    Avith  AlnAvick    by   holding   property   there.  ^ 

From  letters  and  papers  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI.  we 
find  that  on  May  10th,  1510,  a  grant  was  made  to  "  Edward 
Radcliff,  knight  of  the  body  and  Roger  Fenwick,  squire  of 
the  same,  lieutenants  of  the  Middle  Marches  towards  Scotland 
in  consideration  of  their  expenses  in  the  king's  affairs  in  the 
Marches,  lands  in  the  barony  of  Alnwick  uf  the  annual  value 
of  £3  18s.  4d.,"  besides  other  lands  in  the  county ;  in  a  sub- 
sequent grant  on  April  21st,  1514, they  were  described  "Fee 
farm  or  socage  of  the  lordship  of  Alnwick  to  the  annual 
value  of  £3  18s.  4d."  The  house  in  Bailiffgate  at  the  head  of 
the  Peth,  described  as  the  slate  house  and  called  the  Derwent- 
water house,  including  Radcliff's  closes,  St.  Leonard's  Hos- 
pital and  Ginfin  belonged  to  tlie  earl  of  Derwentwater.  He 
was  also  owner  of  estates  at  Spindlestonc,  for  Avhich  he  OAved 
suit  and  service  to  the  baron  of  AhiAvick.  His  extensive 
possessions  Avere  forfeited,  and  given  by  the  croAvn  to  Green- 
wich Hospital. 

Of  the  next  rebellion  in  1745  there  are  more  extended 
local  records.  The  rcA'erses  suffered  by  the  British  arms  at 
Fontenoy  and  in  Flanders,  and  the  supposed  defenceless  state 
of  Britain  encouraged  Cliarles  Stuart,  the  son  of  the  })retender, 
to  hope  that  Avith  the  aid  of  France  he  could  recover  the 
English  throne  for  his  family.  He  landed  in  Scotland  on 
,luly  L*5tl\,  1745  ;  and  the  standard  of  rebellion  Avas  first  im- 
furled,  on  August  lUth  at  Glenfinnin.  He  made  a  triuniphal 
entry  into  Edinl)urghou  Se])tember  17tli ;  and  his  success  on 
tlie  21st,  at  the  battle  of  Preston  Pans,  spread  alarm  in  the 
north  of  England.  I  have  heard  my  grandmother,  Avho  Avas 
then  about  tAvelve  years  of  age,  describe  the  excited  state  of 
the  tOAvn  at  this  crisis ;  there  Avere  Avild  bustle  and  confusion — 
ordinary  business  Avas  neglected,  and  many  Avere  terrified 
Avith  the  fear  that  the  Highlanders  Avould,  some  night,  Avith 
one  fell  swoop  destroy  the  toAvn  and  murder  the  people — the 
tOAvn  Avas  converted  ii\to  a  military  barrack — trumpets  Avere 
sounding  in  the  streets,  drums  beating  and  fifes  playing — 
hurried  meetings  Avere  held,  and  soldieis  Avere  mustering,  or 
passing  through  the  toAvn.  The  jolly  b\n-gesses,  however, 
fired  Avith  love  of  their  country  and  religion,  Avere  preparing 
Avith  no  little  anxiety,  to  aid  in  repulsing  the  enemy.  The 
accounts  of  the  corporation  give  some  notion  of  Avhat  Avas 


HISTORICAL    AND    DESCRIPTIVE    NOTICi:.S.  32o 

done  for  this  purpose  ;  a  few  extracts  aviU  be  given.  Trifling 
perhaps  such  details  may  appear  to  some ;  nevertheless  they 
show  how  the  men  of  Alnwick  felt  and  acted  at  this  great 
crisis,  and  what  means  they  employed  to  give  help  in  behalf 
of  their  king,  their  laws  and  religion,  which  they  considered 
to  be  in  great  danger.  Anxious  they  were  to  learn  the  course 
of  events,  as  much  so  as  the  most  ciirious  of  the  present 
century ;  but  having  neither  telegraphs  nor  railroads,  nor 
swift  posts,  they  employed  scouts  and  special  messengers  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  to  give  them  early 
intelligence  of  the  march  of  events. 

The  corporation  engaged  volunteers  to  aid  in  the  struggle, 
whom  they  paid  at  the  rate  of  8s.  weekly,  and  for  whom  they 
found  military  accoutrements. 

1745,  Sep.  2,  —Spent  at  Mr.  Wm.  Brown's  with  Nichol  Brown 
when  he  came  from  Berwick  with  news  about  the  rebels  Is  6d.  ; 
paid  Wm.  Graham  when  he  wont  to  Berwick  5s. ;  paid  John 
Hook  from  Killiaiu  who  brought  an  account  where  the  rebels 
were  22d.  Sep.  17. — Spent  at  tlie  Post  liouse  at  a  meeting  of  the 
eubstantiall  people  in  Town  to  consiilt  what  should  be  done  on 
the  news  of  the  rebels  getting  into  Edinbin-gh  59.  Sep.  2-1. — 
Paid  AVm.  Neal,  a  messenger  sent  to  Kelso,  Dunso,  &o.,  to  bring 
Intelligence  of  the  Pebells  7s.  Sep.  2G.— Paid  Willy  Neal  for 
going  to  Tweedmoulli  and  staying  there  till  he  knew  which  way 
the  Pebells  moved'  for  expenses  lOs.  6d.  (General  Cope  was 
defeated  at  Prestx)n  Pans  on  the  21st  and  lied  to  Berwick.)  Sep. 
21). — Spent  at  Airs.  Wilson's  at  a  meeting  of  tlie  substantial! 
poojilo  in  the  Town  to  consult  about  billeting  750  IHuoh  soldiers 
and  700  Horsemen  expected  iji  tlie  ToAvn  tins  da}-  8s.  Sejit.  29. 
■ — Spent  at  Mr.  Wheeler's  al)out  billeting  tlie  Dutch  who  were 
countennanded  us.  ;  paid  Willy  Neal  lOs.  Gd. ;  paid  for  a  gallon 
of  Ale  to  the  Constables  9d.  ;  postage  of  three  letters  9d.  ;  paid 
for  watching  a  guard  room  all  night  8d.  Oct.  6. — Wm.  Neal  to 
bear  his  charges  Avhen  sent  to  Bolton,  &c.,  with  a  letter  to  seize 
upon  one  Hay,  a  Scotchman,  who  was  su]iposed  to  be  makeing 
to  join  the  Eebels  2s.  Gd.  Oct.  7. — Paid  Willy  Neal  when  sent 
to  Berwick  to  get  intelligence  of  the  motion  of  the  Pebells  42s. 
Oct.  9. — Paid  Wm.  Graham  to  go  to  Shields  5s. ;  paid  to  the 
Town's  Volunteers  Is.,  advance  for  a  week's  pay  7s.,  more  for 
I^owder  6d.,  for  a  cockade  Gd.  ;  in  all  9s. ;  given  to  a  Dutch 
woman  3  penny  loaves  and  a  gallon  of  ale  Is.  Oct.  19. — Paid 
liob.  Shanks  and  Wm.  Peed  for  carrying  eleven  Dutch  women 
to  ]\[orpetli  12s.  ;  gave  the  said  Dutch  women  Is.  (These  had 
been  Avives  of  the  J  )utch  soldiers.)  Oct.  24. — For  o  cartridge 
boxes,  &c.,  20s.  Oct.  2G. — Paid  Wm.  Graliam  for  carrying  two 
soldiers  wives  (one  of  them  big  with  child ,  to  Shilbottle  Is.    Oct. 
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30. — Paid  4  carters  for  carrying  12  men  that  came  fi-om  tlio  .       ,j 

Board  of  Ordnance  and  the  Baggage  to  Belford  203.      (Willy  '''  ^   ;l 

Neal  wi'Ote  letters  to  the  corporation  giving  information  regard-  '^    ' 

ing  the  rebels  on  the  19th,  2l8t,  24th,  26th,  and  28th  Oct.,  the  ,#   ' 

postage  of  each  being  3d.)     Nov.  1. — Paid  Winter  the  Carrier 

to  give  to  Mr.  Jeffrey  which  he  lent  Willy  Neal  £2  12  Gd. ;  paid 

Mr.  Allen  which  he  lent  Willy  Neal  lOs.  6d.     Nov.  5. — Paid  » 

Pa.  AVallace  with  a  letter  to  Sir  Wm.  Middleton  5s.,  (he  was  L  , 

member  for  the  county) ;  the  Guard  Is. ;  paid   Henry  Bell  for  f  j 

CoUingwood's  expenses  and  horses  all  night  who  guided  Andrew  i   | 

Walker  Is.  8d.,  and  CoUingwood  for  horse  and  self  2s.,  and  for  '   I 

the  prisoners'  dinner  in  Ouard  Is.     Nov.  5. — Paid  Wm.  Neal  to  '  | 

bear  expenses  in  going  to  Wooler  and  to  got  intelligence  of  the  ^  ' 

Eebells'  motion  os.     (The  rebel  army  whicli  did  not  much  exceed  \ 

6000  men  began  its  march  towards  England  on  November  1,  in 

tAVO  divisions,  one  moved  through  Moffat  towards  Carlisle  ;  and 

the  otlier  headed  by  the  pretender  marched  to  Kelso,  where  it 

arrived  on  the  5th.     Prom  Kelso,  Charles  sent  orders  to  Wooler 

to  prepare  quarters  for  his  troops  ;  but  this  was  to  deceive ;  for 

he  struck  westward  and  approached  England  through  Liddes-  i 

dale).       Nov.    6. — Paid  to    \Vm.   Neal  wlien  sent  to  Berwick, 

Kelso,  and  Jedburgh,  to  get  intelligence  of  the  motion  of  the 

Eebells  £2  2s.  ;  to  Sergeant  Black  to  get  victuals  fur  2  prisoners  |  ^  1 

Is.     Nov.  12. — Tlireo  weeks  pay  for  Volunteers  at  8s.  per  week  '    "^ 

24s.     Nov.  17. — Paid  Willy  Neal  and  Pa.  Wallace  wlien  they 

went  to  Hoxhara  and  Carlisle  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  rebells 

and  send  intelligence  when  our  army  was  drawing  towards  them 

843.     Nov.  24. — John  Vardy  for  two  carts  and  4  horses  carrying 

the  baggage  of  the  Yorkshire  Hunters  from  this  town  to  !^^ur- 

polli  26s. ;  for  3  Dutch  Soldiers  to  Sliilbottlu  2s.  3d.     Nov.  30th. 

— The  two  sick  soldiers  in  Brigadier  Ploming's  Regiment   28. 

Dec.  7. — Andrew  Brown  for  the  Dutch  man  that  was  sick  at  hia 

house  4s.  ;  Thos.  Atiiey  for  41  tlirave  of  straw  fn-  to  lay  the 

Dutch  men  upon  in  the  Town  house  3s.     Dec.  9. — Paid  Mr.  Jos.  ,      .,  ^ 

Harlo  for  6  pounds  of  candle  to  illuminate  the  Townhall  on  the  '    ••  it  ^^ 

King's  Birthday  3s.     Dec.  2Jth. — Volunteer  for  7  weeks  pay  at  {  ll 

8s.— 56s.  ^;  1. 

174G,  January  9. — Por  carrying  two  soldiers  from  this  town  to  r^j  % 

Shilbottle  ;    gave  John   Eaton  and    two   otlier  soldiers  in   Chul-  •  -^    M 

mondseys's  regiment  to  carry  them  to  the  said  regiment  having  .    H 

no  money  2s.  6d.     Peb.  9. — Given  to  Lord  Drummond's  men  Is.,  -j 

and  to  other  two  men  and  six  soldiers  4s.  ;  gave  six  Prenchmon  A 

who  had  deserted  from  Lord  John  Drummond  and  had  a  pass  ^' 

from  General  Hawley  to  Newcastle  and  had  run  short  of  money 
Is. ;  gave  three  Frenchmen  M'ho  had  a  jiass  from  General  Hawley 
Gd.    Peb.  14th. — To  three  deserters  of  Lord  John  Drummond  Is. 

1746,  June  25. — George  Egdell  for  his  journey  to  Kelso  to 
inquire  after  the  Pebels  5s.   3d.      1747,   Peb.   27. — Paid  Wm. 


HISTORICAL    AND    DESCIUPTIVK    NOTICES.  S'i't 

Neal  for  his  trouble  in  bringing  and  sending  intelligence  from 
time  to  time  during  the  RebelUon,  of  the  motioua  of  tlio  Rebels 
£4  4s.  Od.  ;  May  4.  — Paid  him  more  21s. 

The  duke  of  Cumberland  the  commander  of  the  royal  army, 
on  his  way  to  Scotland  passed  throui^h  Alnwick,  and  dined 
there  in  January,  1746.  The  battle  of  CuUodeii  fought  oa 
the  16th  of  Ai)ril  brought  the  rebellion  to  an  end,  and  raised 
his  royal  highness  to  the  dignity  of  a  hero  ;  and  the  people 
of  Alnwick  were  loud  in  their  demonstrations  of  loyalty. 
Thus  continues  our  record  : — 

May  8th. — Robert  Pots'  expenses  when  he  wont  to  inquire  if 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  to  be  there  as  tomorrow  afternoon 
to  go  post  from  Belford  lOs.  May  18th.— William  Bell  for 
ringing  the  bells  when  the  Duke  came  Is. 

There  comes  after  this,  the  sad  duty  of  attending  to  the 
sick  and  wounded. 

June  14. — Thomas  Riekaby  for  a  coffin  for  Henry  Busby,  a 
soldier  iu  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  regiment,  63.  ;  for  keeping 
Henry  Busby,  a  sick  soldier,  ten  days  Is.  6d.  ;  for  taking  care  of 
John  Ulstone,  a  soldier  lying  ill  of  the  small  pox,  twelve  days 
Is.  Gd.  Aug.  13. — Paid  Ann  Shetford  for  attending  a  sick  Dutch 
soldier  at  George  Walker's  Is.  ;  given  to  Mr.  Carr's  rnaid  to 
Interpret  what  ho  said  Is.  Oct.  2nd. — Paid  Dr.  Richardson  for 
Drugs  to  a  Dutch  sick  soldier  3s.  1747,  April  28. — Paid  lamed 
and  disbanded  soldiers  and  soldiers'  wives  "svith  passes  during  the 
time  of  the  robolHon  £15  15a.  Od.  May  5th. — Medicines  for 
the  sick  and  lamed  soldiors  left  in  town  during  the  rebellion 
£8  123.  6d. 

Besides  what  Avas  done  by  the  four  and  twenty  in  sup- 
porting volunteers,  some  of  the  companies  or  incorporated 
trades  displayed  their  loyalty.  The  company  of  Merchants 
maintained  six  volunteers,  and  found  arms  for  them ;  their  pay 
•was  Is.  per  day.  The  following  is  one  account  for  their 
accoutrements : — 

1745.— Oct.  18.— 6  Cartridge  Boxes,  3s.   .  .  .  .18     0 

Six  Sword  and  Baggenett  Bolts,  Is.  6d.  .        9     0 

Six  BaU  Bags,  Cd.  .  .  .  .36 

„    29.— A  Broad  Strap  28  inches  long   .  .  .06. 

£1  11     0 

Each  member  contributed  monthly  8s.  Be  it  recorded  to  the 
honour  of  the  Cordwainers'  or  Shoemakers'  Company  that 
they  unanimously  passed  the  following  resolution,  which  is 
signed  by  forty-four  brethren  : — 
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174o. — Oct.  17. — A  General  Meeting  of  the  trade  or  company  this  17tli 
October,  1745,  It  is  unanimously  ordered  and  UL;-reed  that  £12  Is.  fid.  slyill  bo 
immediately  applied  and  paid  to  the  Chamberlains  of  the  said  Ijoroii"-h  for 
and  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  i\mv  footmen  who  aro  to  join 
with  the  other  footinon  now  assembled  at  the  said  Borouf^-h  for  the  support  of 
the  present  Establi.shraent.  And  it  is  further  ordered  and  aj^reed  that  in  case 
the  said  sum  shall  not  he  sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  that  then  we  will 
each  of  us  according  to  our  several  abilities  contribute  out  of  our  private 
purses  for  and  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  four  men 
until  the  present  troubles  are  quelled. 

Equally  loyal  were  the  carpenters  and  joiners,  who 
resolved — 

1745. — 16  October. — At  a  meeting  this  day  of  the  Trade,  It  is  unanimously 
agreed  that  Edward  Wilson  our  Alderman  Do  immediately  pay  to  the  Cham- 
berlains of  Alnwick  Three  pounds  four  shillings  for  one  months  ])ay  for  two 
men  which  the  trade  do  hereby  agree  to  raise  for  the  defence  of  their  religion 
and  country  now  in  imminent  dangur  from  the  dangerous  rebellion  now  actu- 
ally begun  in  Scotland.  And  wo  do  further  agrue  that  the  said  Aldormaii  do 
pay  one  months  further  pay  for  the  use  aforesaid  in  case  there  should  be 
occasion.  And  we  do  further  agree  and  order  that  the  said  Aklerman  ajid 
Stewards  do  immediately  provide  two  able  bodied  men  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said and  provide  for  them  sufficient  arms. 

The  important  company  of  Tanners  were  not  so  unani- 
mous ;  nevertheless  at  a  meeting  held  on  Octoher  18th,  "  the 
great  majority  of  them  present "  agreed  to  a  resolution  tlie 
same  as  that  adopted  by  the  joiners.  In  their  accounts  it 
appears  that  the  volunteers  received  in  addition  to  the  pay  of 
Is.  per  day,  (3d.  as  "listing  money,  6d.  to  drink,  and  a  cockade 
costing  6(1." 

A  corporation,  accustomed  to  convert  even  little  incidents 
into  occasions  for  merry-making,  could  not  allow  this  great 
triumph  of  the  house  of  Hanover  and  of  constitutional 
government,  to  pass  without  a  strong  expression  of  joy ; 
and  accordingly  we  find  : — 

1747,  Peb.  27th.— Paid  at  the  post  house  £43  7s.  8id.,  being 
spent  at  the  town's  rejoicing  on  the  King's  birthday,  tlio  Duke's, 
and  on  the  Victory  of  Culloden,  and  at  his  return  from  Scotland. 

The  distribution  of  property  at  diflerent  periods  and  the 
names  of  its  owners  must  form  no  unimportant  part  of  local 
history  to  those  who  live  in  the  district,  though  pcrluips  of 
little  general  interest.  We  have  already  done  this  for  one 
period,  1569  ;  and  not  to  encumber  our  history  with  too 
many  of  such  details,  I  shall  give  the  particulars  of  only  one 
other  period.  Some  imperfect  lists  of  freeholders  are  printed 
in  Hodgson's  history  of  Northiunberhuul  for  the  years  162S 
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and  1629;  but  a  little  more  information  is  contained  in  a 
schedule  for  tlie  county  rate  in  IGGo.  The  houses  and  free- 
lands  of  the  town  were  estimated  at  an  yearly  rental  of  only 
£239  ;  bnt  the  value  of  tlie  "svliole  parish  does  not  seem  to 
have  exceeded  £2000  yearly.  Besides  the  earl  of  Northum- 
berland the  chief  pro])rietors  were  Charles  BrandHng,  wlio 
held  Alnwick  Abbey  demesne  and  Ilcekley,  veilaed  at  £250 
and  DenAvick  tythe  valued  at  £20  ;  Col.  Brandhng,  vVlnwick 
mill  and  the  corn  and  petty  tithes  ;  George  Lysle,  Ahiwick 
town  head,  valued  at  £20  ;  Clement  Forster,  Aledike,  vahied 
at  £24;  Iloln  Abbey  and  Park  l^elonged  partly  to  John 
Salkeld;  Thomas  Metcalf  liad  Stoney  Hills,  valued  at  £l!3; 
and  Edward  Vardy  held  St.  Margarets,  valued  at  £20  and 
the  tythes  of  llugley  and  Snii)e  House,  valued  at  £12  yearly. 

In  the  records  of  the  baronial  courts  there  is  full  inform- 
ation of  tlie  owners  of  property  in  the  barony  from  1664  down 
to  the  eighteenth  century.  Of  tlie  copyholders  there  is  no 
record,  excepting  of  those  of  Denwick,  who  had  been  trans- 
muted into  leaseholders;  yet  lands  were  still  distributed 
among-  a  considerable  numbers  of  owners  ;  in  Alnwick  parish 
there  were  about  340  holders  of  real  property.  I  must,  how- 
ever, defer  giving  particulars  here,  that  I  may  have  space  for 
a  more  important  and  instructive  document  relating  to  a  later 
period. 

Among  the  muniments  of  the  corporation  is  "AE.entall 
of  the  Burrough  of  Alnewicke,  Tiady  day,  1709,"  containing 
not  only  the  names  of  the  burgage  holders,  but  also  of  other 
freeholders  and  tenants  at  will,  Avith  the  amount  of  quit  rent 
for  the  burgages  and  of  rack  rentals  for  the  farms.  It  was 
produced  in  Chancery  on  September  the  20tli,  1759,  when 
the  great  law  suit  Avas  pending  between  the  earl  of  Northum- 
berland and  the  corporation.  Probably  the  collection  of 
these  feudal  charges  may  have  been  made  by  corporate  officers 
about  this  period  ;  for,  from  the  alteration  of  names  and  in- 
sertion of  dates,  it  had  been  in  use  for  at  least  six  years.  It 
is  of  considerable  interest,  as  giving  the  old  names  of  places 
within  the  parish.  A  similar  document  called  a  "  Coin-t 
Survey,  Oct.,  1702,"  is  among  the  rolls  of  the  baronial  courts, 
and  fi"om  this  I  have  extracted  explanatory  matter  Avhich  is 
printed  Avitliin  parenthesis.  We  have  here  still  a  relic  of  the 
old  feudal  claim  for  bond  service;  Rock,  llennington,  and 
South  Charlton  paid  eightpence  each  for  "Bondage  Worke." 
The  days  of  rapid  and  extensive  change  in  the  pojmlation  had 
not  yet  come;  for  Ave  find  still  a  largo  sprinkling  ofold  Abnvick 
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names  ;  there  are  Almvlok,  Claxton,  Strotlicr,  Stanton,  Uii- 
Hkin,  Falder,  Gair,  Alder,  Gallon,  Grieve,  Metcalfe,  Ad.ston, 
Vardy,  Arrowsmith,  and  AVoodliouse. 


A  RENTAL!;  OF  THE  BTirP.OTIGII  OF 
ALNWICKE,   LADY  DAY,  1709. 
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Naukowoate,  North  Side. 
William  IJoswell,  a  jtepporcorne. 
Jlr.s.   Hizabeth   Thompson,  a   Read 

Rose. 
RoLort  Claxton,  two  Burgaj^es, 
(ono  of  thorn  Is.  or  a  snow- 
hall  at  the  fair  of  Alnwick)    1     8 
Nicholas  Hunter     ...         8 
Timotliy  Barton,  (two  Lurga- 

gcs) 

Goorpe  IMlllekcn,  (Mutt.  Aln- 
wick foiTnorly)     . 
Richard  Harrison  . 
Thomas  Woodliouso,  two  Biir- 

pag-cs,  (7d.  and  5d.) 
William  Kennedy  . 
Honry  Swinhoo 
William  Stanton,  (The.  Met- 
ciilfc)  two  hvn-gages,  8d.,  Is. 
Ralph  Anderson  ...  8 
Thomas  Itarrison  .  .  .47 
Christopher  Fcathcrstonhangh  1     4 

South  Side. 
Richard   Strother,   late    Ben. 

Barton,  (lOd.,  IGd.,  6d.)  .  2  7 
George  Turner  ...  7 
John  AnOihcdd,  (luto  Widow 

Braniiliug  \Vust)  .         .  8 

Jlargery  Alnwicke,  Widow    .         8 
Lancelot  Strother  ...         8 

Naukowoa'I'e  West  Rawe. 
Heres  Edw.  Rolison        .         .13 
William  Ordo  ...         7 

James  Chapman      .         .         .11 
Hercs  William  Boswell  .         .         8 


1 
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Bonpoate,  Xurth  Side. 
JohnFenkell 
Roger  Buston 

Widow  Alnwicke,  two  burga- 
ges, 9d.,  lOd. 
John  Smyth   .... 
George  Thew 
William  Stanton,  f-en.     . 
Jlr.  JLnrk  For.stcr,  (and  Kiln) 
(A  common  lane.) 
Barnabas  Falder     . 
Widow  JIolTatt 
William  Clair 
Thomas  Jemyson    . 


John  Chri.sp,  tlireo  Burgages, 

(heirs  of  Wm.  Adston)         .3     81 
Lancelot  Strother,  two  Burga- 
ges, (8d.,  5d.)       .        ■.         .11 
Edward  Grey,  two  Burgages 

(8|d.,  Os.  ibd.)     .         .         .3     G\ 
Richard  Strother,  two  Biu'ga- 

ges,  (8.!,d.,  lOd.)  .         .         .1     f..'> 
John  SIrothcT  .         .         .       lO" 

IMary  Wilson  .  .         .1 

John  Wilson  ....         7 
Henry     AVhittingham,     (lato 

Edmund  Crast('r)         .         .22 
Tlic  heires  of  Widow  Sander- 
son        2     2 

Tlenry  Wilson         .         .         .14 
Idem  for  a  Shaid,  (a  house  on 
a  Wai.st)      .         .         .         .         2 
Boniioatk  Extua. 
Henry  Harrison      ...         6 
Henry  Hanuson,  three  biu"ga- 

gcs" 2     6 

(A  Common  Lane.) 
AVilliam  AVinney    .         .         .10 
Tliomas  CThriston    ...  2 

Edward  Strother 
A\'idow  ThomjKson,  three  bur- 
gages, 6d.,  Id.,  8d.       .         .22 
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Bondgate,  South  Side. 

John  Hutson  .         .         .14 

"\\'^idow  Alnwicke,  (a  burgage,  cott, 
garth  or  croft,  admitted  rent  £2.) 

John  Stamp,  (a  burgage  and  garth 
rent  £2.) 

Widow  Alnwicke,  (2  crofts  belonging 
to  the  iVirnier  bm'gage  Is.) 

Statthew  Doare.s,  (a  burgage,  threo 
crofts  on  lands  .£2.) 

(Thomas  Hardy  lato  AYm.  Turner 
late  Jas.  Turner  somctimo  Thomas 
Briggs  held  a  Toft  now  a  house 
erected  on  the  the  same  £2.) 

(John  Strother,  before  James  Tur- 
ner, moiety  of  a  burgage  and  garth 

€-) 
("William   Gaire,   sometimo  William 

Woodhouse  holds  the  other  moiety 

of  a  biir"-age  and  garth.) 
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(Ann  Gare,  sometime  John  Carr,  a 
burgage,  a  cottage,  and  a  garth, 
£2.) 

(Mj'  John  Coates,  a  messuage,  a  toft 
and  garth,  kite  Doctor  fcjtrother, 
containing  Ir.  24p.  Tenement  and 
land.) 

(John  Kohinson  late  Francis  Alder 
holdeth  a  burgage  and  garth  con- 
taining 18  ixirches  rent  £2.) 

(Mr.  Nathaniel  Forster,  sometime 
John  Clay,  a  burgage,  tott,  and 
garth  Containing  lo  perclies,  rent 
£2.) 

(The  same  piu'chascd  of  Wm.  Arch- 
bold's  family,  Wni.  Woodhouse  a 
bia-g,  garth  and  croft  £2.) 

(The  same  a  burg,  garth  and  croft  in 
Ijondgwte  ISuuth  Croft  containing 
ar.  21  p.  £2.) 

(John  ytamjie  late  Tho.  Stampe  and 
and  before  Nicholas  Forster,  a 
Eurg,  Garth  and  Croft,  and  one 
other  croft  containing  in  all  oi\  9p. 
£2.) 

Thouuis  Woodhouse,  (burgage 
and  gartli    .         .  .         .         C 

Mark    Forster,    (burgage  and 
garth.)  ....  8 

Tlie  Towne  for  Pinfold  .         .         8 

(Common    Lane   and    Towne 
Wall.) 

BoNDGATE  Infra. 

The  Ileires  of  Jolin  Clirispc    . 

Thomas  Gair  2  liiu'gages 

Kobrrt  Shanks 

Juliu  lliiiuble  2  lUirgagi's  (2d. 
-Id.  lid.)       .... 

William  Clarke 

jilargaret  Forster    . 

JMarke  Grumble 

John  iSlrother  (a  burg,  a  croft, 
a  pepper  corn) 

Idem        ..... 

John  Ilyndmarsh    . 

John  iStrother 

John  Carr        .... 

Oswald  Symo .... 

John  Dickinan 


Market  Place. 
George  Ilutcheson  . 
George  I'otts  for  two  burgages 

(late  widow  Brandling) 
Jane  Lodge     .         .         , 
John  Hunter  . 
John  Forster  (wast) 
Kobert  llaiuhliton  . 


8', 
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Mark  Forster  (8|d.  9d.)  . 

(The  Burgesses  of  jUnwick 
holde  a  parcel  of  wast  groimd 
lying  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Grass  Cross,  now  the  Malt 
Markett,  rent  yearly  lOd., 
contaiiung  12  pi,-reches, 
denyed.) 

Edward  Grey 

Clement  Forster,  4  Burgages 
Fscheated  (9d.  8d.  2d.  'Jd.)  . 

]\Iark  Fuister .... 

The  Burgesses  for  the  Brew- 
houses  (late  "\Vm,  Grey) 

(Est  et  ibidem  parva  via 
vocata  Toll  booth  Liyne.) 

Richard  .Strother  for  a  IShopp 
(a  house  upoumy  lord's  wast) 

(Thos.  IShipluy  and  William 
Archbold,  somLtime  Cuth. 
Procter,  late  Kicliard  Clark- 
son  3  .Shopps,  sometime  Cha- 
]icll  late  of  the  possessions  of 
tlie  Monastery  of  Alnwick 
n.'ut  nil.) 

Thomas  tShipley,  I  Bui-gago 
and  3  Shopps 

John  Doubleday,  1  Bm-gage 
and  ;i  Shopps 

(Ileires  of  A\'m.  Archbold,  a 
house  sometimea  chapell  -Id., 
widow  Carr,Mr.'lJuubleday) 

Anne  Hunter  .         .  •         . 

(J  aiucs  Patterson,  a  Shoemaker 
Shopp  lately  crerted  on  tho 
Lurd's  wast  Id.) 

J.iue  Lodge      .  .  .  . 

]M;ithcw  i'orster     . 

(]Malliew  Foi'ster  for  taking  in 
a  buiKling  upon  the  Conunon 
l^a_yne  to  the  couunon  balce- 
house  to  cul;a-go  his  bur- 
gage 4d.) 

Thomas  Yardy 

l']ilward    (irey 

(Common  bakehouse  at  tho 
back  of  Tho.  Yarch-e's  Lett 
by  lease  witli  the  Toll  of  tho 
laires  and  marketts,  contain- 
ing 0  perches.) 

Eobert  liichardson  (by  con- 
sent of  the  auditors  to  erect 
a  house,  rent  2d.) 

AVidow  llunter  and  JobLing's 
shiip. 

"Widow  Ander.son    . 

John  A\'arde    .         .         .         . 

"William  Patricke    . 

Jolm  Kobinson 
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\Villi:uii  Scott,  2  ■burf,^ag'e8      .   1 

PaIKES    IIULE. 

Kicliard  Strother,  2  biu-gagea 
8d.  lOd.,  (a  wast  long  ago 
enclosed  ail)  .  .  .  1  (3 
Kalph  Eennoldson  ...  8 
Widow  BurreU  (4d.  4d.  8d.)  .  1  4 
William  Ycllowley,  (a  waste.)  1 
('I'hu    same   late   filotiat  rent 

iiniiis  grani  pipeiis.) 
John  Keveley    (Wm.  Metcalf 

waste)  ....         8 

George  "Wallis         ...         8 
Ilalpli  Grieve  2d.  2d.  (formerly 

waste)  ....         4 

lialph  ilenoldsoii     .         .  0 

Itiehard  Strother  fa  waste  bur- 
gage now  rebuilding)  .  4 
(A  counnonlane  totheuuirket.) 

41     4 
Clayport,    bcgimiing  att   the   Grasso 

Cross  on  the  South  liaive. 
George  Potts  (late  Nich.  Forster.) 
ISlarke  Forstor. 
George  Alder  (late  Gallon.) 
Jdlui  Wayinsby. 
William  Taylor,  Esq.,  4  bur- 
gages   (8d.    lOd.    lOd.    lOd. 
tlieso   were   the   Correction 
house)  .         .         .         .32 

Ivoger  Ghihomo       .         .         .10 
lialph  IMarshall       .         .         .10 

Cla\i'oi;t  Street  Extra. 
Thomas  Woudhouse        .  .         7 

(A  Couuuvin  Laync.) 
Gi'orge  Pearett        ...  8 

Widow  Gibson        .         .  .11 

( !em-go  AVattson     .         .         .11 
C^utlibert      Enibleton      (John 

lu^ynoldson)         ...       10 
William    Hunter,   sen.,    (late 

John  Alnwick)    ...         8 
Edward    Doares    (late    John 

Alnwick)     ....  8 

Thoiniia   AValtson    (late  John 

tJallon)        .         .  .         .14 

AVilliam  Stanton,  jun.,  9  bur- 

«;'«•<-■» 7 

Widow  Gallon  (12  burgages  or 
riggs)  Ciillod  in  old  records 
Lyne  Burn  Lands       .         .57 

(Ileires  of  Will.  Arelibold,  late 
John  Seott,  nihil,  Towne 
head  lands,  alias  Saint 
Thomas'    Fields.) 

George  Potts,  (l)urgago  and  a 
close)  .  .         .         .  .1 

Cliristo.  Shotton      .         .         .11 


George  Potta  .         .         .   1 

JMaJ'k  Forsltr  .  .         .    1 

Widow  Tliomjison  (8  burgages 
and  a  clo.se  of  G  rigga  late 
Raljih  Forster)    .         .         .4 


LxdiO  Ilyndmarsh    . 

Thomas  Hardy 

Kobcrt  Paxtou         , 

Widow  Davidson    . 

John  Theaker  and  Glawhome 

George  Tbew  .... 

C«eorge  Fletcher  (bm-gage  and 

rig«') 

Widow  C'arr    .         .         .         . 
John  Stampe  (in  right  of  his 

wife  Elen  Ilearctt) 
Bartho  llallewell     . 
Tliomas  Pearett 
The  heirs  of  Thomas  Taylor    . 
George  Fletcher 
Clayport  Tower  (the  burgesses 

wliereon  the  Towne  WtiU  is 

built,   a  burgage    and  croft 

containing  Ir    lop.) 
Luke  Ilyndmarsh    .         .         . 
I'Mward  Stanley 
Tlie  Heirs  of  John  Reed. 
AVidow  Hlyth .         .         •  • 

Poliert  Shankes 
Luke  Ilyndmarsh  . 
AVilliam  Gallon 
Luke  Ilyndmarsh  . 
i\Iatthe\v  Alnwicke. 
Francis  Anderson  . 
E.lward  l'\u>ter       .         . 
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4 
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4 
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0.)     7 
Femvee  Street,  bcriinniiKj  at  the  north 

t:i(/f  of  the  Crons. 
Barnaby  l'V)rster      ...         3 
Thomas  AWiodliouse         .  .         G 

Henry  Harle  ....  8 

Widow  Thompson  .  .         .22 

Widow  Hunter         .         .         .1 
(A  connuon    Layne) 
liichard  (hieve         .         .         .48 
AVidow  Tbompson  ...       10 
James  Trotter         .         .         .15 
Heirs  of  John  Clu-isp       .         .   1 
iMaihe  Forster         •         .         .1 
Widow  Mills  ....   1 


Pottergate. 
RalphHixrm     . 
John  ('raister . 
Thonuis  Craistor 
Cuthbert  Anderson 
?>lartin  Potter  (of  Shields) 


13     G 

.         H 
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.  8     2 
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Cuthbert  Anderson  (late  Wni. 

Adston  3  burgages)      .         .  2  10 
Anthony  Pearett     .         .  .2   10 

AVilliam  Patterson  ...         7 
Pottergate    Tower   (tlio   bur- 
gesses  of  Alnwick   for  the 
Tower  2d,  or  a  pair  of  Glovos, 
before  llobt.  Clark)      .         .         2 
George  Potts  (o  burgages)     .  4     4 
Mark    Forstt^r    for    15arusdalo 

riggs 1     5J 

William  Stanton  for  little  Pot- 
tergate Close        .         .         .14 
John  Craister  .         .  .1 

The    Hears  of  John  Tate    fur 

three  Burgages    .         .         .22 

John  Pamsay  ....         7 

Andrew  Johnstrin    ...         7 

The  heirs  of  Edward  Robson 

4  Burgages  .         .         .         .34 

24     1)1 

Bayliffgate. 

John  Carr  (2  burgages) 

David  Craster. 

BaiTiabas  Falder,  2  Burgages 

44d.()d lOi 

Thomas   Sponee,    2   Burgages 

(Poull  Hall)         .  .         .5 

John  Swiiilioe  (tenament  called 

Mute  hall)    ....         7 
(Heirs  of  liichard  Lawaon,   3 
tenament  s  railed  Middletun's 
lodgings,  nil) 
(Eliz.  wife  of    Ral\ih  Jackson 
l^arcell  of  ground  called  piu- 
fohl,  rent  '.C2  ) 
Widow  Hills  ....         1 
Kobert  Claxton        ...  4 

.liibu  Chris])     ....  4 

AVidow  (.  larke         ...  3 

Mr.  Thomas  Procter        .         .       10 
^Villia^l  Stanton,  Sen.,  (tene- 
ment and  (lose.)  .  .         .  1^. 
Palpb  Weatherbiu-n         .          .         4 
(Heirs  of  b'ob.  Pearett  a  Tene- 
ments wast  nil.) 
The  heirs  of  Jolin  Nicholson 

(to  the  Cirieve  of  Sliilbottle)         3 
Thomas  Pearitt  (to  the  Grieve 

ofShill.ottle.)         .         .         .         h 
ilarke  I'orster  (to  the  Grieve 

of  Sliilbottle.)       .         .   _      .  1 

George  Hardv  (to  the  Grieve 

of  Sliilbottle.)      .         .         .  1-J 

Nicholas  Hunter  (5  teni.'meiits 

nil.) 2 

Thomas  Lindsay      .  ,  .1 


2G 

2 

8 
7 

'.  1 

6 
G 

.   1 

4 

'.  2 

oi 

'J'homas  Davidson,  2  burgages 

5s.  Id 5 

Lord  Derwentwater         .    »    .  4 
(Idem   called    Fardies  Walls 

rent  nil.) 
AVidow  Milbom-ne  .         .         .1 
Widow  Clarke  .         .         10 

Thomas  Lindsay  for  Hunter's 
Croft  3 


WALKEUa.\TE. 

The  Ileiros  of  William  Boswell 

Barnabas  Falder 

John  llobiiison  (lato  Geo. 
Tui-ner.)      .... 

AVidow  Scott,  2  Burgages 

Widow  Smyth  (Francis  Tur- 
ner, 4  burgages.) 

John  Wood,  2  burgages  (A 
and  M.  Alnwick.) 

Edward  Trotter       . 

John  Turner,  2  Bm-gages  (3d. 

^1^1-) 

Barnabas  Falder     . 

Thomas  Lindsay,  7  burgages 
late  Francis  Tm-ner  now  a 
close  of  Land  on  the  South 
row      .         .         .         .         . 

(James  Turner,  a  burgage  wast 
called  the  School  house  rigg 
2d.  .sold  to  Thom.as  Lindsay 
along  with  6  otherbiirgages.) 

Barnabas  Falder,  2  bui'gages  . 

doliu  Carr       .         .         .         . 

Thomas  Hardy,  2  burgage 
(one  a  little  house  builded 
on  a  NVa^t)  .  .         .         . 

^\■idow  Tliompson,  1  Biu-gage 
at  the  Bridge  end 


14     7^ 
Freehold  Bents. 
Hoberlaw        ....         4 
'J'imothy  Punshon  and  the  heir 
of  ?tlr.  Micdiael  Browning  for 
Bondeate  Hall.    .          .          .9   11 
(Mrs.  Mary  Salkald,late  Fran- 
cis Alder,  a  ca])ital  messuage 
and    garth   called  Bondgato 
]  1,(11  and  Poland's  Close  and 
Crofts,    lying  in   the  back- 
side    late    George    Alder's 
containing     3ac.     2r.    32p., 
rent  £2.) 
Edward  Grey  for  Watts  know  1 
Edward    Strotber   for  Swans- 
land     16 

J(.>hn  Strother  for  part  the  same  1     6 


2  10 


2     8 


334 


HISTORY    OF    ALNWICK. 


(Richard  Leek,  in  Jure  ElLja- 
beth  his  wife  lute  Alex.  Ar- 
mourer, and  before  Francis 
Alder,  called  Swann's  field, 
knights  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem.) 

Margaret  the  widow  of  Arthur 
Alnwicke     .         .  .         .18 

Forstcr's  lands  in  all  Clemt. 
Forster         .         .         .  .73 

Widow  Thompson  for  part  of 
AVoodhouso's  lands      .         .40 

Idem  for  pait  of  the  same  and 
Kavenslaw  .  .  .  .2 

George  Potts  for  parte  of  the 
same    .         .         .         .         .   1     (i 

Barnabas  Faldor  for  i3arte  of 
the  same      ....  8 

Mr.  Marke  Forster  for  parte  of 
the  same     ' .         .         .         .         4 

Mr.  Timothy  Pimshon  for 
Greonsland.         ...         2 

(Mr.  ]Mark  Forster  late  Green, 
nil  quia  capitale  messuayium 
Robei-ti  do  Green  pro  terris 
fipud  (ireenfield.) 

"Widow  Thompson  for  Lcal^e's 

land 1     ■!. 

Thomas  Craistcr     .  .         .         1> 

I'ondgate  Tower  pinfold  .         8 

George  I'otts  for  Midealfo's 
lands  .         .         ,         .5 

IMatthew  Alnwicke  .  .18 

]Mr.JoliuI)oubledayforT5rock-         8 
bhaw    .  .         .         .         .0 

Tlio  Town  for  Aden  forest      .  2 

(.'.uiuogato  fur  Aden  i'orost.       .    1 

Soulli  Charlton  I'nr  Jijselay 
Bridge  .         .  .  .4 

"W'liitllo  for  -way  leave  to  Ed- 
linghani       .  .  .         .  1 

yiiilbottle  for  Ti-htaker  .   3 


Rock  for  the  like     . 

South  Charlton  for  the  like     . 

Widow  Hunter 

The  Town  for  lands  late  Mat- 
thew Alnwicke    . 

Eliza  -rtndowof  Matt.  Alnwicke 
for  Mill  aker 
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Tenants  at  Will. 

One  Years  Rent. 
John  Chrisp  for  Wideopcn 

(Whythopp)  .  .  £4 

Robert  llesjeridge,  Esq.,  for 

over  ShieliJs      .  .         .5 

Thomas    IMarshall    llefTer- 

lawbancke         .         .  .368 

Mrs.  jMary  Salkeld  for  A\'est 

IMaines     .         .  .  .5 

Thomas    Troolip   for  South 

Charlton  Mill   .         .  .334 

Mrs  \Vinelicd  Coatos  for  her 

faniics      .  .  .  .   7    16      8 

Thomas    Forster,   Esq.,    for 

Neither  Shields         .  20 

Henry    Harrison,    1    farme 

and  a  haU'e        .  .  .3134 

N\'illiam  Stanton,  a  quartir 

of  a  fariUe  .  .  .1 

South  Charlton  for  ChLi-n- 


side  .  .  .  .  . 

IMr.  ]\Iarke  Forster  and  ^^'m. 

I•!ro^\•U(l  a  farmo 
IMr.    William     Browne    fui- 

Alrdike    .  .  .  . 

AN'illiam  Archbould,  tlu^  Sto- 

ken  and  Avater  haugh 
]\lr.  Donkiu  for  a  dye  house 
Thomas  Courtney  for  a  fidl- 

in";'  mill    .  .         .         . 
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10 

10 

10 
13 

0 

13 


£12  13  2i 


Shilbottle  for  Boudiigc  workc         8 

The  Court  ot"  Survey  thus  conchidcs  :— 

Total  Burrow         ,         .         £11   H)  8,V 
Baylygate      .  .         .  12  0/ 

Besides  -what  iiuist  be  collected  as  followetli  not  charged  to  tho 
grieve  (total  los.  7d).— Hobberlaw,  Henry  and  William  Forster, 
late  Mr.  Geoigo  Forster  brother,  and  betore  Mr.  Frances  Alder 
liolding  there  one  messuage  called  Ilobberhnv  or  Bertwell  by 
Knight's  service  viz  :  one  seventeenth  part  of  one  knight's  fee  by 
buit  of  court  of  Alnewicke  :  as  at  the  court  of  the  Lar(jny  rather 
than  the  court  of  tlie  Burg,  from  three  Meeks  to  three  weeks, 
and  rendering  yearly  2;3d  paid  in  the  foreign  Baylilles  account. 
Memorandum— That  all  Alnwicke  Freeholders  in  Bondgate  fields, 
ought  rather  to  appear  att  the  Town  Coui-t  than  the  Castle  Court. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

BARONIAL    COUETS. 

COURT  BARON  AND  COITIIT  LEET — BURGII  COURT — OrFICERS  APPOINTED 
AND  CASES  TRIED  IN  FH'TEENTH  CENTURY — RECORDS  IX  SEVEN- 
TEENTH CENTURY — SCOLDS  AND  SLANDERS — STATE  OF  TUE  TOWN 
THE  PLAGUE  —  SANITARY  MEASURES  —  ADMISSIONS  OF  FREE- 
HOLDERS   INQUISITIONS    INTO    HEIRSHIPS   AND    BOUNDARIES 

MINUTES  OF  SURVEY  AND  COURT — OFFICERS  APPOINTED  IN  SEVEN- 
TEENTH CENTURY  —  knights'  COURTS  —  TEN.iNTS  AND  TILLS 
BOUND  TO  APPEAR ADMISSIONS  OF  MILITARY  TENANTS  —  EN- 
CROACHMENT ON  COMMONS — CASES  TRIED — PATRICK  MACKLEVrYjUi 
— DECAY   OF   TUE    BARONIAL    COURTS. 

The  baron  of  Alnwick  was  entitled  to  hold  comts  not 
only  for  the  barony  as  a  whole,  bnt  also  for  the  several 
burghs  and  manors  of  which  it  was  composed.  They  Avere 
conducted  with  le^^al  formalities  similar  to  those  observed  in 
royal  eouils,  and  mIumi  in  thcii'  vit^our  tliey  were  iuiportant 
and  nset'ul  ;  the  baron  was  vejiresented  by  liis  learned 
steward  who  presidi-d  as  judge ;  there  was  the  jury,  and 
there  were  the  clerk,  bailiffs  and  Serjeants.  The  records 
left  of  their  proceedings  tell  us  of  the  names  of  the  men 
acting  in  former  times  on  the  busy  stage  of  life,  and  of  the 
owners  of  property;  they  shew  ns  somewhat  of  the  state 
of  the  town  and  district;  what  vices  were  prevalent, 
what  offences  committed,  what  men  quarrelled  about,  and 
how  their  quarrels  were  ended  ;  they  reflect  indeed  in  some 
degree  the  character  of  different  periods.  Already  we  have 
gleaned  information  from  them  ;  but  now  we  give  a  more 
particular  account,  and  gather  from  them  a  few  more  illustra- 
tions of  the  history  of  the  town. 

By  permission  of  Algernon,  the  late  duke  of  Northumberland, 
Ihad  access  to  severalrolls  of  these  courts.  Unfortunately  none 
of  a  very  early  date  appears  to  have  been  preserved ;  the 
earliest  are  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.;  there  are  fragments 


336  HISTORY    OF    ALNWICK. 

of  a  few  belonging  to  the  reigns  of  Henry  VII,  and  VIII., 
and  of  James  I.;  but  there  ore  few  prior  to  IGoO,  and  even  after 
that  time,  the  rolls  are  far  from  being  complete.  None  have 
I  seen  between  1741  and  1791 ;  and  those  subsequent  to 
1791  present  nothing  of  general  interest. 

The  principal  courts  held  Avere  the  Court  Baron  and  Court 
Leet.  The  former  was  incident  to  every  manor,  and  was  held 
once  in  every  three  weeks  ;  pleas  for  debt,  detinue  and  such 
like,  when  the  damages  did  not  exceed  43s.,  were  tried  here  be- 
fore a  jury  of  freeholders ;  but  this  court  was  lost  whenever  the 
freeholders  of  the  manor  were  reduced  to  less  than  two  ;  and 
hence  from  the  absorption  of  the  smaller  freeholds  into  the 
great  barony,  courts,  which  were  formerly  held  in  the  vills 
around  Alnwick,  have  disappeared.  Law  writers  represent 
this  as  the  principal  court  of  a  barony,  and  attribute  to  it  the 
power  of  investigating  disputed  inheritances,  and  of  admitting 
to  freeholds ;  but  the  records  of  the  Ahnvick  barony  shew, 
that  these  powers  belonged  to  the  Court  Leet,  which  was  not 
only  a  court  of  greater  antiquity,  but  of  superior  importance. 

The  Court  Leet  was  of  Saxon  origin,  as  its  name  indicates; 
for  Icct  Is  from  lathiau  or  gdatJtian  (Anglo-Saxon)  to  assem- 
ble;  and  another  name,  which  it  bore,  view  of  Frank  pledge, 
tisus  plogii,  denotes  its  character  in  Anglo-Saxon  times,  when 
all  freemen  were  required  to  belong  to  a  tithing,  and  each  was 
a  pledge  or  surety  for  another.  Twice  a  year  was  this  court 
held — within  one  month  after  Easter,  and  -within  one  month 
after  iNIIchaelmas.  To  this  court  tlu^  tenants,  that  is  tlie  free- 
holders uf  the  manor,  were  bound  to  come  to  render  suit  and 
service  to  the  lord — Inquisitions  were  made  there  into  the 
lieirshlps  of  lands  and  tenements,  on  what  tenure,  rent  and 
service  they  were  held,  and  what  was  due  to  the  lord — dis- 
putes as  to  boundaries  were  determined,  and  encroachments 
on  commons  tried — assaults,  affrays,  slanders,  breaches  of 
the  assize  of  bread  and  ale  and  of  markets,  nuisances,  fold- 
bursts  and  various  other  petty  offences  Avere  tried  and  punished 
by  amerciaments.  The  officers  of  the  boroughs  and  manors 
were  ap])ointed  at  this  court.  The  jury  made  presentments 
of  any  matters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  passed 
verdict  on  cases  tried;  but  officers  called  ojfcrators  assessed 
the  amerciaments,  so  that  they  might  be  reasonable  and 
proportioned  to  the  ofience. 

Both  Courts  Baron  and  Courts  Leet  were  held  in  the  burghs 
of  Alnmouth  and  AVarkworth  ;  and  there  are  records  of  tl\e 
same  kind  of  courts  being  held  for  the  manors  of  Lesbury  aiid 
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Beanloy  in  1519;  of  Longlioup^liton  in  1519  and  152-1;  Ron- 
nington  in  1519,  1618,  and  1007;  of  Dcnwick,  Shilbottle, 
Ellingliam,  Sontli  Charlton,  Thriston,  and  Tugal  in  1524, 
and  of  Billon  in  1521.  A  court  Avas  also  held  for  Dcnwick 
and  Bondgatc. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Ahnvick  Burgh  Courts  extended 
only  to  that  part  of  the  town  and  ]Kirish  Avhich  was  Avitliin 
the  borough ;  it  did  not  include  Canongate,  Avliich  Avas  a 
distinct  manor  under  Alnwick  Ahhey,  and  had  manorial  courts 
of  its  oAvn ;  it  included  Walkergate,  hut  not  Bailiflgatc,  Avhicli 
as  Avell  DeuAvick,  lluglcy,  Shieldykes  and  most  of  the  land 
in  the  parish,  excepting  AluAvick  jMoor,  AA'ere  beyond  the 
borough  and  AA'ithin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Knights'  Courts. 
Prior  to  the  reformation,  more  than  twenty  burgages  Avithin 
the  borough  belonged  to  Alnwick  Abbey,  and  several  of  the 
OAvners  of  these  burgages  are  CA'en  now  summoned  to  attend 
the  Canongate  IManorial  Court.  Some  cottages  Avithin  the 
borough  Avere,  in  1507,  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Preston;  and 
the  owner  of  a  house  in  Narrowgate,  belonging  to  the  manor 
of  Stamford,  is  at  the  present  time  summoned  to  appear  at 
the  manorial  court  of  tlie  earl  of  Tankerville,  probably 
because  it  Avas  part  of  the  lands  and  tenements  in  Alnwick, 
which  in  the  fourteenth  and  iifteenth  centuries  AAcre  held  by 
the  OAvners  of  Cliillingham  Castle. 

The  Knights'  Courts  Avere  of  the  same  cliaracti-r  as  the 
Burgh  Courts,  and  Avere  held  in  AIuan  ick  Castle  ;  their  juris- 
diction extended  to  all  places  Avithin  the  bnrony,  not  having  a 
distinct  manorial  burgh  court ;  they  (eok  up  disputes  between 
litigants  of  ditferent  manors ;  all  themilitary  tenants  here  rend- 
ered suit  and  service,  and  hence  their  name,  curta  inilitaris. 

A  profit  arose  to  the  lord  in  former  times  from  these  courts; 
and  hence  there  is  reference  to  tluun  in  old  incpiisitions ;  in 
Avhich  the  Knights'  Courts  are  called  Ilall-niotes  from  Ilallc- 
(jemot,  (Anglo-Saxon)  the  hall-meeting.  The  perquisites 
yearly  of  the  hall-mote  of  AluAviek  in  1372  amounted  to  6s,  Sd., 
and  of  the  Burgh  Court  to  Os. 

Though  diileront  in  their  functions,  the  Courts  Leet  and 
Courts  Baron  Avere  not  kept  entirely  apart ;  the  records  of 
both  are  generally  given  under  the  same  heading,  but  the 
records  of  debt  and  detinue  ap])ear  usually  in  separate  rolls. 
The  earliest  records  of  the  Ihirgh  Courts  simply  designate 
them  as  curia  or  curia  capi talis ;   or  curia  huryi,  as — 

''ALicwick.     Curia  Larn-i   tt;nta  ilnJiin  v  ilio  mcll^i,s   OcldLii.s,  tinnu' ic^nu 
lvc<;i.s  EdwHidi  iiij  pitot  Cuuquchlum  Aimiui'  xiiii<'." 

-  '  "  2x 
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"  Alnowyk.     Curia  Capitalis  tenta  ibiilem  xi^  dio  Aprilis  anno  regni  Ru^'is 
EJwai-di  iiij  po.st  Conqucstum  Angiiio  xx." 

More  elaborate  headings  appear  afterwards  ;  as —  -   . 

"  Burg  cle  )  Visas  fianei  plegii  cura  Curia  Baronia  Ilenrici  Coniitia  North- 
Aluowack.  /  unihriaa    tentua   ibidem   vicesimo   sexto    Oetobris  Anno  regis 

nostri    Jacobi   &c.,    deeimo   suxto   curani    Thonuw   Fotherley 

generoso  Senescliallo  cjusdam." 

Similar  to  this  are  those  of  a  later  date,  with  the  addition  of  the 
titles  of  the  baron  set  forth  at  length.  Those  of  the  Knights' 
Conrt  are  also  similar. 

"^Vlnowic.     Cnria  Jrililaris  tenta  ibidem  prime  die  Octobrid  anno  regni 

Edwardi  iiijto  xiiijto." 
"  Alnewieko.     Curia  Capitalis  tonta  ibidem  die  Sabato  vto  mensia  Octobris 

anno  Regni  Rieardi  iij  primo." 
"The  view  of  Franct|ne  pledge  ^s'itll  "tins  Court  Baron  of  the  liight  Honor- 
able Algernon,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  held  for  the  said  Barony  and  Ca.stle 
of  Alnwick  aforesayd,  the  ISth  day  of  October  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  sLx  hundred  and  lifty-tliree,  before  Mattliias  Hunter,  gent.,  deputy 
Steward  of  the  said  Court." 

The  Baronial  Courts  were  as  we  have  seen  in  their  glory  in 
the  fifteenth  century.  We  shall  first  look  into  these  early  rolls. 
At  the  Alnwick  Hurgh  Court  held  on  11th  of  October,  1'174, 
the  following  were  the  jurors  and  othcers  : — 

Jurors — Robert  Alder,  John  Botnian,  John  Syhiison,  John  Stanton,  John 
Gierke,  Thomas  Croswell,  AVilliam  Naddall,  Richard  J\Iakerell,  Thomas  Ueli, 
Thomas  Paxson,  William  Yonge,  AVilliam  Smyth. 

Constables  of  the  JVafe— William  Patonson,  liobert  Brandling,  Richard 
Eston.  Keepers  of  the  C'aitstH-aijs  —  Thomas  Naddell,  Richard  IMakerell, 
Tliouias  Archer,  Robert  Ellcsdeu.  Tasters  of  .l/c— John  I'attenson,  Robert 
Clirlu>,  Ocorgo  Elande,  Robert  Smyth.  Overloukcrs  of  lir,ad—ll\ion\d:i  Clerk, 
Richard  lleli,  and  two  others  Ocerlookers  of  /YwA— Jlichacl  "Watson  and 
another. 

In  the  courts  held  from  1416  to  1420  Ave  find  several  cases 
of  debt  and  detinue,  and  not  a  few  of  affrays.  As  borderers 
accustomed  to  fight,  the  Alnwick  men  would  be  ready,  when 
not  mingling  in  the  fray  with  their  old  enemies  the  Scots,  to 
quarrel  with  each  other  ;  and  these  domestic  brawls  were  not 
confined  to  the  luimbler  classes.  Robert  Brandling  for  making 
an  aflray  on  NVilliam  Patterson  is  amerced  20d. ;  John 
Crerarde  for  an  affray  on  Robert  Brandling,  has  to  pay  the 
same  sum;  Roger  Forster  for  his  affray  against  Richard 
Forster  is  amerced  8s.  4d.,  but  Richard  Forster,  who  probably 
liad  begun  the  hght,  has  to  pay  double  that  amount.  Several 
otheis  for  similar  offences  are  fined  from  VZi\.  to  20d.  The 
priests  seem  to  have  cauglit  the  fighting  mania;  though 
"  Canon  John  Aluewick  "  denies  that  he  made  an  affray  on 
Robert   Pattonston,  he  appears  in  another  case,  for  William 
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Walby  ohtains  an  adjouviunent  to  answer  Canon  John  Alne- 
wick  in  a  pica  of  deljt. 

John  NoWet  and  Thomas  Orpoth  complained  of  Thomas 
Crasewel  detaining  charters  and  evidences;  and  these  were 
to  he  given  np  to  the  priest  of  Alnwick  Castle.  The  abbot 
of  Alnewyke  has  to  answer  to  the  lord  for  enclosing  a  i)arc(d 
of  the  common  near  Heldwyke.  John  Alnewyk  and  Geor-o 
Galun,  chaplains  of  the  chantry  of  the  lilcssed  Mary  "of 
Alnewyk,  appear  in  a  case  of  detinue.  John  Turnbnll  was 
presented,  because  he  did  not  make  'Me  Ileidfront  iuxta 
Balyegat."  William  Waller  places  himself  in  the  lord's  mercy 
for  that  ho  took  in  a  Scotch  woman  contrary  to  tlie  i)ain,  his 
pledge  being  Hichard  Eston. 

FcAv  are  the  records  between  this  time  and  1652,  but  one 
or  two  for  1G18  contain  some  curious  matter.  Assaults  and 
affrays_ Mere  common  ;  but  the  following  is  peculiar— "  John 
Alnewicke  was  amerced  Gs,  8d.  for  comeing  to  George  Butler's 
widowe  at  unbefetinge  tymes  in  tlie  night  with  a  drawino-e 
swoord  and  dager  in  his  band  thretninge  the  same."  A  heavy 
fine  of  10s.  Gd.  is  imi)osed  on  John  lUitler  "  for  keppinfro  a 
dunghill  at  his  barkhouse  dore  hurt  full  to  all  the  hole  town." 
R.  Bell  was  amerced  3s.  4d.,  '' for  recepting  Idell  persons!" 
"Mathcw  Johnes  for  heaping  of  a  tennant  Avithout  bond 
entering  to  the  court  for  his  behaviour  (contrary  to  our  charge; 
and  his  tennante  for  resetting  other  mens  "goods,  Ave  hue 
IMathcAv  Johnes  vis.  viijd." 

AliiAvick  has  during  the  present  century  enjoved  a  bad 
notoriety  for  ])roducing  jjersons  aa  ho  have  taken  a  pleasure  in 
writing  slanders  against  their  neighbours  ;  but  their  language 
nnght  liave  been  strengthened  by  a  study  of  the  rich  vocabu- 
lary of  abuse  during  the  17th  cenUuy.  fake  early  examples : 
— "  John  Johnston  Avas  fined  Gs.  "8d.  for  slandaringe  Jolin 
MoAve,  and  saying  he  Avas  a  bankerupt  theif" — tlus  Avas  a 
favourite  phrase.  "  The  wife  of  Robert  Eswell  was  iiiied 
OS.  4d.  for  slanderinge  Jane  Jlearitt  and  sainge  she  Avas  a  com- 
mon wiche."  "  William  Torner  was  fined  3s.  4d.  for  slander- 
inge Walter  Carrec,  sainge  he  Avas  athouse  a  in  taker  and  a 
out  putter"—"  John  Watson  for  slanderinge  Charles  Watson, 
sainge  he  Avas  athouse  burde."  In  1(J55  Alice  Tweedy  called 
Robert  Embleton  "a  cow  thief,"  Robert  has  his  revenge  by 
calling  her  husband  John  Twcedie  "  night  tlu'ife  and  Raclit 
theife  and  pott  Theife  and  a  Theife  from  his  cradle."  In  1G38 
Mary  Ridley  said  of  Anne  Hall,  "  shea  Avas  a  beefe  thefe," 
and  Ann  said  Mary  Avas  "a  Malte  theife." 
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The  records  arc  more  numerous  after  1G52,  and  shew  more 
fully  the  character  of  these  courts.  The'  cases  tried  are  very 
■varied  ;  besides  pleas  for  debt  and  detinue,  there  are  many 
cases  of  i-risault,  frays,  and  alfrays  with  blood,  theft,  trespass, 
nocturnal  trespass  with  cattle, night  layers, fold  bursts,  rescues, 
breaking  pinfold,  breaking  tolbooth,  breaking  hedges,  spoiling 
(piarries,  removing  boundary  stones,  cutting  and  taking  away 
Avood,  turves,  hcatlier,  whins,  burning  the  moor  and  whins, 
overstinting  the  commons,  ])utting  sheep  an.d  horses  on  the 
common  where  no  riglit  was,  insuiPicient  i'ences  and  causeways, 
keeping  a  known  thief,  refusing  to  aid  in  arresting  a  murderer, 
disorderly  houses,  kecpiug  a  Frenchman,  harbouring  and 
entertaining  strangers  A\ithout  giving  security,  vagabonds, 
defiiming  and  ill-treating  constables,  bwine  going  about  uu- 
rijiged,  dunghills  and  luiisances,  vending  unlawful  meat, 
deficient  and  false  weights,  forestalling  and  regrating. 

A  few  illustrations  may  ])r{jve  interesting.  There  were 
many  presentments  in  1(kV1-  "lor  blood  and  frays  in  the 
Castle  antl  in  jjelleygate." 

Edward  Muthor  was  amerced  "fur  being  drunk  on  Sunday 
and  beating  his  wife  and  eriichy  wounding  lier."  In  1657, 
"John  Iiidlo}',  gout.,  presented  Lancelot  (Sln)tlier,  Tanner,  Wil- 
liam Simpson,  Cordiner,  and  John  Strollicr,  Tanner,  for  assaidt- 
ing-  and  affraying  him  iu  the  Church  Y;ird  of  AhiAvioke. 

The  border  propensity  to  fight  still  lingered  in  Alnwick, 
and  such  c.ises  are  numerous  dining  ihis  century.  Amereia- 
nuMits  for  tlH>e  olieiu'cs  rangvd  from  :J()(h  io  os.  -lil.  ;  l)ut  wdum 
blood  was  drawn  the  heavier  pejialty  of  Os.  8d.  was  inflicted. 

John  Tate  made  an  affray  on  tlie  body  of  Eobert  Anderson 
and  was  amerced  20d. ;  Grace  Lone  made  an  assault  and  dj-ew 
blood  from  ^Margaret  Jeflerson  and  was  amerced  Gs.  8d. ;  William 
Scott  made  an  assaidt  on  George  Jeil'erson  in  the  public  market 
and  Avas  amerced  Ss.  4d. ;  Isabella  Smyth  "  A'i  et  armis"  made 
an  assault  on  J'^lizabeth  Linsoy  and  drcAv  blood  from  her  body 
and  Avas  amerced  5s. 

Officials  seem  to  have  been  held  in  no  great  respect ;  Avomen 
took  the  lead  in  hostilities. 

Deborah  Stanton  defamed  and  ill  treated  a  constable  and  was 
amerced  3s.  4d. ;  Maria  Fargio  and  Jane  Adston  also  distin- 
guished themsilves  in  similar  assaults.  But  Francis  Anderson, 
clerk  of  the  court,  was  very  unpoprdar  and  suffered  from  evil 
tongues  and  hands. 


r.APvONlAL    CuiniTS.  '  3-il 

_  17:20.  ''  Cuthbert  Boswell  in  open  Uonit  ;il)USO(l  Franoi.s  AnJerson  iji  ,t!;ivij- 
ing  him  divurso  ill  provouldnr^  unl)oeoming-  words  in  the  f;tce  of  the  Jury, 
which  disturbing  tlio  Court  did  putt  thu  Stuward  and  Jury  from  their  Lusinosg 
and  did  so  uncountuhly  raill  against  the  said  Francis  Aiulcrson,  Clevk  of  the 
Court  and  Bayliff  of  tho  ^Manner,  insomuch  that  ovory  body  was  amazed  att 
itt;_ho  is  thoroforo  fined  by  the  Steward  (is.  8d." 

1732.  "Robert  Yellowly  was  amerced  5a.  for  assaulting,  pushing,  and 
throwing  downe  Francis  Anderson  upon  a  heap  of  stones  for  hindering  him 
to  encroach  upon  his  Grace's  waste." 

1731.  "Sir  Edward  Gallon  assaulting  of  Francis  Anderson  and  for  an 
afii-ay  upon  him  wee  ainerco  him." 

Women  are  now  so  civilized,  so  rrcntlc,  so  polite,  that  a 
scold  is  doomed  a  phenomenon  ;  and  hence  duclcing  stools 
and  hranks  have  been  consig-ned  to  mnsenms,  as  antiquarian 
curiosities.  Almvick,  however,  in  the  middle  of  the  sin-en- 
teenth  century  had  several  scolds;  and  foul-mouthed  indeed 
some  of  them  Avere.  ]Marf>aret  Pearson  and  Jane  Scott 
common  scolds  with  their  neighbours  were  amerced  20d  ;  but 
Jane  the  wife  of  Robert  Boswell  another '^common  scold," 
more  skilled  possil)ly  in  the  art  of  abuse  suffered  the  liigher 
penalty  of  t)s.  Two  Avomen  of  respectable  social  position 
stood  pre-eminent  for  their  scolding  powers;  .lane  the  wife 
of  Tliomas  Huntley,  and  ]\[argaret  the  Avife  of  Benjamin 
Barton,  whose  son  Captain  Barton  left  money  to  the  poor. 
Benjamin,  himself,  figures  not  unfrequently  in  these  courts  ; 
and  his  Avife  was  a  fitting  mate.  Greatly  she  defamed  William 
Fargie  one  of  the  market  keepers,  and  she  Avas  amerced  os.  4d. ; 
and  she  maltreated  Katheriue  the  Avife  of  John  Fargie  in 
A\ords  very  bad  and  opprobrious,  and  she  suffers  again  the 
penalty  of  3s.  4(1.  Jane  Huntley,  however,  Avas  the  heroine 
of  her  class,  Avho  greatly  ill-treated  and  maliciously  defamed 
Ann,  the  Avife  of  Cuthbert  Chessman  in  Avords  unfit  for  "  ears 
polite."  She  made  a  raid  on  Frances,  the  Avife  of  Ralph 
Beadnell,  Avhom  she  ill-treated  and  beat  in  the  ]mblic  market; 
for  these  mischievous  freaks  she  Avas  amerced  IGs.  Sd. 

NotAvithstanding  that  many  of  the  burgesses  Avere  quarrel- 
some, ill-tongued  and  laAvless,  yet  not  a  fcAv  of  tliem  Avere  in- 
dustrious, accumulated  property,  and  bought  houses  and  lands 
Avithin  their  OAvn  parish.  Yet  the  town  Avas  far  from  being 
lovely;  thehouscs  Avere  generally  Ioav  and  covered  with  thatch. 
Regardless  too,  these  burgesses  Avere  of  sanitary  hiAvs.  No  Board 
of  Health  then  existed;  but  there  Averc  tAvo  bodies  Avho  looked, 
perhaps  insufficiently,  after  the  state  of  the  toAvn  and  en- 
deavoured to  abate  luilsances  and  carry  out  improvements. 
The  Four  and  TAventy  Avere  virtually  the  representatives  of  the 
tOAvn ;  and  on  them  especially   devolved  the  duty  of  paving 
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and  cleansing  certain  parts  of  the  town,  and  of  providing 
a  sufficient  supply  of  Avater.  But  the  Court  Leet  had 
power  to  compel  the  removal  of  nuisances,  to  resist  encroach- 
ments, and  to  punish  by  amerciaments  transgressors  ;  and 
therefore  from  the  proceedings  of  the  court  we  incidentally 
gather  information  on  the  state  of  the  town.  Bad  that  con- 
dition Avas  ;  pigs  unringed  ran  wild  through  the  streets — 
dunghills  were  on  the  public  highways,  and  compost  was 
heaped  up  in  the  fore-street — butchers  killed  their  slieep  in 
shambles  in  the  INlarket-place,  which  was  offensive  with  blood 
and  offal — -dead  horses  somctiuu^s  lay  in  the  street — the 
current  of  water  was  stopped  with  garbage — saw  pits  were  in 
the  streets  and  in  the  Market-place,  and  wood  was  also  piled 
up  there. 

Alnwick  was  perhaps  not  worse  than  other  towns  at  this 
period;  for  sanitary  laAVS  were  then  but  little  studied  throughout 
the  country.  Fortius  neglect  however  the  community  seriously 
suffered  from  frequent  tisitations  of  plague,  which  ruthlessly 
swept  away  great  numbers  of  the  people.  Tradition  says 
that  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  plague 
ravaged  Alnwick  so  fatally,  that  the  couutry  people  would 
not  visit  it.  Strong  in  those  days  was  the  belief  in  contagion  ; 
but  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  a  market  or  fair  was  held  in 
Brankspeth's  Howl,  little  more  than  a  mile  from  Alnwick, 
between  the  ridge  of  lieham  and  the  higher  ground  on  which 
the  west  gate  stands  ;  the  town's  ])eople  standing  on  the 
-lu'ham  ridge  ami  the  coinitrv  ])oc)ple  on  the  opj)osito  hill, 
Mbile  the  goods  for  sale  or  barter  were  placed  in  the  '^llowl" 
between.  "NYe  presume  some  persons  Aviser  and  bolder  than 
others,  Avould  arrange  in  tbehowl  the  terms  of  exchange  and 
sale.  This  plague,  it  is  said,  had  previously  visited  Denwick 
and  carried  off  a  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  the  victims 
being  buried  in  a  field  called  the  ^Vhite  Cross  Howls  near 
to  the  village  ;  part  of  a  stone  cross  still  remains  in  this 
field,  Avhich  is  believed  to  have  been  erected  in  memory  of  the 
dead  buried  there.  One  reference  there  is  in  the  Alnwick  cor- 
poration books  to  a  plague  visitation  in  1637.  A  charge  is  made 
in  the  accounts  of  that  year  of  ;>^s.  (nl.  "for  going  to  Sir  John 
Fenwick  of  Wallingtou  (whtj  was  at  that  time  'Our  High 
Constable')  in  the  time  of  sickness."  Collections  were  made 
in  neighbouring  towns  to  alleviate  the  distress  caused  by  the 
visitation ;  Ave  find  Is.  charged  for  riding  to  Warkworth 
**for  to  know  Avhether  the  money  Avas  ready  for  the  sesse  for 
the  reliefs  of  the  poore  of  the  towne;"  and  Shilbottle  and 
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six  Other  parishes  were  visited  for  the  same  purpose  at  the 
cost  of  2s.  6(1.  Did  not  our  forefathers,  it  may  be  asked 
endeavour  to  lessen  these  cahimitics  ?  Were  they  not  by  the 
fearful  mortaHty  roused  to  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  destroyer? 
Some  remedial  measures  were  feebly  arul  fitfully  taken.  One 
record  shows  what  Avas  attempted,  "more  than  200  years  ago, 
"for  the  avoyding-  of  publique  neusances,  and  for  the  further 
and  better  creditt  and  repute  of  this  Ancient  Ikirrough." 

The  Mannor  and  )  At  the  Cort  Leot  and  Curt  Barron  of  die  Ei'-ht 
BiuTOug-li  of      J  honblo.  Algerjioou,  Earle  of  Nortluunberhind, 
AhiA\ack.         )  held  for  tlie  said  JMunnor  and  liuvruugli  of 
Alnwick  aforesaid  on  Wednesday  the  Eigh- 
teenth day  of  October,  1G51,  Ijoforo  Mattlnas 
Hunter,  Gent.,  deputy  Steward  for  sucli  Cort. 
It  IS  ordered  that  for  tlio  avoyding  of  publiquo  nuisances  and 
m  pm-suanco  of  soverall  acts  and  stattuts  in  that  beliafo  made 
and  provided  as  also  for  tlie  further  and  better  creditt  and  repute 
of  tins  Ancient  Eurrough :  Noe  dung-hill  shaU  henceforth  now 
be  or  remayne  upon  the  fore-front  of  any  Burgage  within  this 
Burrough  for  longer  than  tlio  space  of  twenty-foure  houres  to- 
gether which  is  to  be  at  such  tyruo  and  not  before  when  carts  are 
ready  prepared  for  the  carrying  it  forth  of  the  Burrough  and  doe 
accordmgly  carry  it  upon  paine  39s.  lid.  to  bo  forthwith  by  the 
direction  and  authority  of  this  Cort  to  be  leavyed  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  tlie  person  or  persuns  fvoui  t^Tuo  to  t3^ne  as^they 
shall  be  f.nmd  faulty  and  oifonding  against  this  ]. resent  if  any 
such  shall  be  :   as  also  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  as 
well  as  ]hirgesses  as  others  that  liave  any  Huuso  or  Burga'-'-e 
within  thirt  Burrough  t,luill  ])uuctually  with  the  soverall  tyines 
herein  and  hereafter  limitted    and   expressed  suiliciontly  pave 
their  several  and  respective  fore-fronts,  that  is  to  sav,  from  tlieir 
soverall  and  respective  Burgages  in  full  extent  to  the  Cassey  and 
high  street  before  the  same  as  also  soo  much  of  that  syde  of  the 
same  street  with  stones  and  materialls  necessary,  and  soo  from 
tyme  to  tyme  keepe  and  preserve  the  same  muler  the  penalty 
aforementioned  as  in  such  manner  to  be  leavyed  :  that  is  to  say 
Clayporte  Strete  betwixt  end  and  end  according  to  the  ward  as 
also  Fencklo  Street  betwixt  this  and  next  Cort,  Markett  and 
Bondgato  botwixt  this  and-Michaelmas  Cort  next,  that  is  to  say, 
all  the  same  warde  save  only  that  part  of  Bondgate  from  the 
Howse  late  ilr.  Eichard  Brandling  towards  AViddow  Clarke's 
Howse  neare  Bondgate  Tour  on  the  South  part  of  the  same  street 
whoe  are  to  pave  sufficiently  and  well  six  yards  as  a  full  breadth 
with  their  respective  Burgages  and  noe  further  in  respect  of  the 
great  distance  from  the  Cassey  save  only  their  i)roportionable 
part  of  the  said  Cassey  and  that  Narrowgato,   BrlUgate,   and 
Walkergate  shall  in  such  manner  as  is  before  set  do^^-ne  for 
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Clayport  and  Fouckle  Street  well  and  suiliciently  pnvo  tlioire 
several  fore-fronts  betwixt  this  and  tlio  Curt  to  be  ]ield  for  tlio 
]\rannor  and  Burrougli  at  LEicliaelmas  tydo  a\1uc1i  sliall  be  iu  tlio 
year  of  our  Lord  God  One  Tiiousand  Six  Ilundrcd  Pifty  Six.- 

Tlie  following  extracts  from  the  court  rolls,  besides  illus- 
trating the  condition  of  the  town,  tell  us  how  assessments 
Avere  made  to  pave  highways,  how  the  gates  of  the  entrance 
towers  were  maintained,  not  to  keep  out  the  Scots,  but  to 
prevent  trespass  in  the  crofts  which  Avere  unfenced,  how 
Infirmary  Street  was  then  a  church  path  along  the  old  wall, 
the  chamberlains  being  presented  for  converting  it  into  a 
highway. 

1GG7. — "  Elizitljctli  Tate  erected  a  certain  midden  stead  near  the  roj-al 
way  to  the  hurt  of  the  pcupie  of  the  Lord  the  King  and  was  aincreud 
3s.  Id." — Such  eases  are  nunierons.  IG.jl. — "William  Andihould  presents 
Mr.  ]\[atthew  Alnewielcc  for  a  niii.sanec  Ly  sufl'eriny  his  dunyhill  to  Ho  on  the 
hi^lnvay  Icadin^;-  to  the  Ch-indo  IStone  Cross  -which  is  a  common  nuisance  wo 
amerce  him  ^s.  Id."  In  1729  there  were  sLxty-seven.  cases  of  dun.£,r-hills  in 
the  streets  and  sixty-four  nuisances  by  had  causeways  presented  to  the  court. 
17'2G. — John  AVeidherLurn  was  amerced  20d.  "for  making' a  f,^reat  dunf;lull 
at  tlio  Tower."  1G80. — "  None  of  the  inhabitants  of  IJayliffcate  to  lay  any 
more  dung  or  compost  on  the  Street."  169-1. — "  Juhn  Stanton  presents 
Itobert  Claxton  i'or  makcing  a  midden  or  dung-hill  in  Uaylillgate,  as  also  for 
Lurning  Coales  iov  to  dry  malt  in  tlio  puLliijue  Street,  which  miikes  a  "-reat 
nuisance  to  the  neighbours  and  annoyes  the  Connnon  Causeway  that  leads  to 
Alnwek  Church,  we  amerce  Is.  8d.,  and  the  dunghill  to  be  removed  and  kiln 
on  the  Street  to  be  discontinued  on  paine  of  39t,.  lid."  In  1G68  seven  were 
amerced  33.  4d.  each  for  sull'ering  thi>ir  pigs  to  go  Tmringeil  ;  but  it  was 
ordered  in  1695  "No  swine  in  ]5aylill'gate  hereafter  to  goc  abroad  in  tho 
Streets  on  paine  of  Is.  8d."  1725. — "  Clutts  Sharn  Carliish  and  oth(r  dung 
and  compost  Teamed  and  hlmptied  out  of  Cattle  ami  Shcr])  at  the  Marki  it 
phu'o."  17(19. — "  For  Teaming  and  Emptying  (iiutts  and  liellys  of  lieasts  to 
bo  employed  in  the  .Market  place"  amerced  Gd.  172G. — "  liobert  Ilyndmarsh 
presented  for  a  nuisance  by  Teaming  and  Enqitying  Bark  and  other  rubbish 
in  the  Water  Course  or  liunncr  att  the  foot  of  Ilunteis  Orchai'd  which  annoys 
the  Stone  A\''ell "  and  is  amerced  3s.  'Id.  1730. — "John  (iibsipn,  Tanner 
amerced  20d.  for  Emptjdng  his  lime  pitts  and  throwing  the  lleshings  of  Ids 
skins  and  hydcs  in  a  narrow  passage  in  Hooling  Seugh  of  the  Dyke,  and  for 
want  of  Cleansing  and  Scouring  the  Dirtj'  AA^'ater  Annoys  the  IJuke  of  Som- 
erset's foujitain  of  tine  sweet  water,  insomuch  that  the  water  is  soo  spoylcd, 
that  his  Grace's  Servant  att  tlio  Castle  was  obliged  to  fetch  water  elsewhere." 
John  ]\Ioor  was  also  amerced  20d.  for  the  like  otiVnce.  Two  years  afterwards 
the  tanners  are  again  presented.  1732. — "John  i\loor  and  John  Ciibson  who 
keep  lymo  pitts  on  the  west  sydc  of  Uoolling^Wcll,  and  for  want  of  cleansing 
out  the  water  race,  their  l'v^llc  water  ovcrllows  the  said  well  and  spoyles  all 
his  Grace's  water  h;ading  into  the  Castle  in  lead  pypos,  insoeniuch,  that  tho 
water  will  stink  like  a  house  of  Oilice ;"  each  was  amerced  3s.  -Id.  and  "  to  be 
amended." 

In  tho  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  a 
long  war  against  a  saw-pit  in  the  street.  Feeble  must  have 
been  the  power  of  the  court;  for  seventeen  years  elapsed 
before  the  Avar  was  ended. 
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1716. — "Roger  Moffitt  and  Robert  Cowherd  presented  for  digging  and 
making  saw-pitta  in  the  High  Street,  which  is  dangerous  to  passengers. 
1722. — A  saw-pitt  near  the  Chammells  in  the  liigh  street  and  tiniLer  lying 
about.  1727. —  Robei-t  Cowherd  had  a  saw-pit  at  his  door  in  the  liigh. 
Street.  1733. — Robert  Cowherd  presented  ibr  keeping  a  saw  pitt  in  the 
liigh  street,  the  like  was  never  known  in  any  ]\Iarket  Town."  The  quaint 
comment  of  the  jury  perchance  conquered  Roljert  Cowherd's  obstinacy ;  for 
after  this  we  hear  no  more  of  saw  i)itts  in  tho  Iligli-way.  1C81. — "  Ordered 
that  the  owner  of  every  ]5urgago  or  inhabitcr  of  it  shall  pave  from  his  Door 
towards  the  high  causowayes,  and  pave  tlie  highway  on  each  side  from  the 
Copestone.  MTiere  there  is  no  high  way,  the  owner  to  pave  to  the  Kennell  or 
Gutter,  (except  for  the  Markett  place)  for  repairing  which  and  other  Cawse- 
waya  belonging  to  wast  Burgages  or  to  poor  ONvners,  an  assessment  to  be 
made  throughout  tho  whole  town  and  liorough  by  tho  EaylilF  and  four 
and  twenty  according  to  the  Book  of  Rates.  1730. — The  Chamberlaina 
is  presented  for  not  keeping  up  a  gate  att  Clayport  Tower,  and  a  Gate  or  Style  at 
I'ottergate  Tower.  1728. — The  Chamberlaines  of  the  Town  fir  this  I'earo 
presented  for  suffering  a  Gate  att  Claj^porie  Tower  to  lye  down,  whereby  John 
Stampe  and  Robert  Rand  suffers  by  having  their  Come  destroyed  in  the  Croft 
lands."  1732. — The  Chamberlains  were  again  presented  " for  the  Gate  att 
Cla3^iort  and  Pottergate  Towers,  for  want  of  which  the  Neighwoods  trespass  on 
Come  and  Meadow  in  Claj'port  north  crofts.  Referred  to  the  fmr  and  twenty 
and  the  Gates  to  be  sett  up.  1733. — The  present  Chamberlains  presented  for 
suffering  the  Townc's  Gates  att  pottergate  and  Clayporte  to  be  ins\iflicient, 
whereby  tho  inhabitants'  goods  Trespass  upon  one  another  att  tho  north  Croft, 
and  for  making  a  high  road  there  from  Pottergate  Tower  to  Clayport  Tower 
where  it  was  only  a  foot  way  to  the  Church.  1G82.— We  doe  ]iresent  John 
Lisle  of  Rennington  for  amesting  Francis  Hopper  from  the  Lord's  Cuiu-t 
into  tho  County  Court  for  Debts  and  damages  \mder  39s.  Ud.,  it  being 
only  for  the  leapo  of  a  horse.  We  amerce  him  Gs.  Sd.  1C77. — "William 
Yelloloy  for  sueing  out  of  tho  Lord's  Court  contrary  to  an  ancient  order  and 
custom  in  the  manner  and  Borough.  Amerced  3s.  4d.  175G. — John 
Fargie  presented  George  Carr  of  Bilton  and  John  Potts  forservingome  twico 
out  of  my  Lord's  Court.*  1G07.— Tho  common  pinfold,  tho  gaol  in  Bond- 
gate  Tower  &c.  is  insufficient.  1709.- — The  Chamberlains  to  view  two 
ovens  or  Bakehouses  erected  in  Burgages,  said  to  be  dangerous.  1712. — 
Not  repairing  the  hedge  lying  between  a  close  in  the  ])0.s.<t  ^^iun  of  'Mr.  II. 
Robson,  and  a  close  in  their  ])ossession  called  Ilill  pit  close.  Amerced  -Id. 
1713.— Swine  trespassing  in  Ca.stle  Close.  1727. — Joshua  Alder  and  otlicra 
amerced  Gd.  each,  having  2  innt  measures  wanting  measure.  1C88. — Tho 
parish  to  repair  the  highway  between  Den  wick  and  Alnwick." 

Wc  shall  now  look  at  the  relation  of  these  courts  to  the 
property  of  the  borouoh.  A  roll  "was  kept  of  all  the  tenants 
or  freeholders,  and  tlieir  names  Avcre  called  over  at  every 
Court  Leet,  that  suit  and  service  might  be  rendered  to  the 
lord;  those  who  could  not  attend  appeared  by  deputy  and 
paid  their  essoin,  or  excuse  ])enny.  At  the  court  held  in 
16G4  twenty  burgage  holders  paid  essoin.  Jurors  then  were 
bound  to  attend;  "  1683— We  order  whoever  of  the  Jury 
appear  not  on  INIonday  morning  being  21st  instant^  at  the  toll 
of  the  bell,  shall  forfeit  Gs.  8d.  to  the  lord  of  the  manor." 

On  the  death  of  an  owner  of  a  burgage,  his  successor  was 

*  County  Courts  were  held  in  tbe  Castle  in  1648,  1(349. 
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oblin-cd  to  come  before  a  court  and  prove  liis  heirship,  perforin 
fi.lehty,  and  ])ay  a  small  fine  before  he  was  admitted  to  his 
inheritance.  When  the  property  was  sold  or  mortgaj^ed  a  simi- 
lar process  Avas  gone  tlirough.  In  the  earliest  roll  of  1474 
there  are  entries  of  sucli  admissions,  and  they  are  continued 
down  to  1702,  after  which  they  cease,  probably  because  the 
adoption  of  the  system  of  lease  and  release  rendered  it  un- 
necessary to  resort  to  the  Court  Leet.  To  shew  the  character 
and  style  of  these  records  I  shall  give  a  few  examples. 

*v^^^^-~;"^"^^'^'^°  ^^^^^  ^^'^  ^^^^^^  ^^  (Jeorn-o  rvotlurCurthc  and  his  wyfo,  that 
they  died  possessed  of  a  house  in  Clayijort  Jonin-e  on  Jolm  AVattson  on 
the  east  and  Jolm  Ucarott  on  the  west,  and  whether  his  son  Rohert  bo  his 
hare  or  no  :  avc  find  this  liubert  riothurfortli  oldest  sonno  and  heire  to  the 
Baid  Georo-c  Kotlierlbrth.  IG-lO.— Ad  banc  coni]H.i-tum  est  per  homa-iuui 
ilndem  quod  per  Iadf:ntm-ain  ?dortga-ii  Johannes  Cheene  gerentem  datum— 
die— Anno  IGl— p  llogcrus  Jtollit  sdsitus  est  do  et  in  partem  bur-i-a-ao  in 
Londgait  nupcr  possessiono  Johunnis  Greeno  pr^-dieti— cum  selione  "terras 
arabdis,  gardmi,  ko.,  cidem  pertinentibus  cum  lil^-ro  egressiono  ot  regressione." 
At  this  court  JMattiiow  Heed  was  admitted  to  a  burgage  "in  C'dayport  extra 
porta."  The  following  admission  is  a  translation  from  tho  original  Latin. 
1G63.— "  At  this  eOLU-t  it  is  found  by  the  homage,  that  Aim<!  Chator  died 
seized  of  ono  burgage,  with  a  selion  of  land,  situate  hang  and  being  in  a 
certain  street  there  called  Clapoth  within  the  aforesaid  Borough,  between  tho 
burgago  ot  George  Watson  on  the  west  part,  rendering  yearly  ci-ht  pence, 
and  that  Charles  Chator  is  son  and  heir  of  tho  aforesaid  Anne ;  and  besides 
this,  m  tho  samo  com-t,  the  aforesaid  Charles  comes  and  petitions  that  lie  be 
admitted  ienant.  Tho  aforesaid  Lord  then  grants  to  this  Charles,  by  liis 
steward,  seisin  to  hold  of  himself  and  hiaheii-s  for  ever,  by  the  same  custom  of 
the  aforesaid  Borough,  to  render  all  rents,  services,  and  customs  thence  beforo 
rendered  and  of  right  accustomed,  And  to  give  to  tho  Lord  by  tine  as  in  tho 
margin  ;   and  ho  makes  fidelity  and  id  then  admitted  a  Tenant." 

The  following  is  an  admission  on  the  transfer  of  a  burgaf^e 
by  sale. —  '^  '^ 

1G()4.— "Idem  junitorea  predicti  super  corum  sacramcntuni  dicunt,  (Juod 
Kobertus  Chirke  et  Willebnus  Beadnell  qui  de  domino  tenuerunt  Unura 
Burgagium  in  vico  ibidem  vocato  Narrowgate  existentcm  ex  oriLutuli  parto 
Ojusdem  vici,  abutantom  super  J3iirgagium  AVilhdini  Lambe  ex  parte  boreali, 
liocum  vocatum  le  BowboiuTio  ex  parte  australi,  terrain  vocatam  IMitcalfes' 
land  GX  parte  orieiitali,  et  viamrogim  ex  parte  oecidentali,  per  fidelitatem  sectam 
curias  et  Itedditum  duodecim  denariumper  Indeiituram  suam  factum  dederunt 
yendidorunt  et  .•nfeofr.irerunt  Burgagiura  predictum  cmn  pcrtincntus  predicto 
AviUehuo  Lambe  hercdibus  et  assignatis." 

The  next  examples  of  inquiry  into  disputed  or  doubtful 
boundaries  and  heirship,  are  interesting  for  their  topography. 

mi      ,P^^'  X  1  ^'^^^  "^"°  ^'^  inquire  the  boun.lers  limitts  and  parcells  of 

The  Court  Lectc       that  parko  caU.  d  the  farr  Callidge  now  on  lease  denused 

'"r  Ai      •  •,    r^'°"^   ^^^^  Lordsliip  to  AVilliam   Arehbold,  and  as   yet 

J5arron  of  Ahiwick     unexpb-ed  and  whether  a  pan-ell  of  ground  called  the 

Castle.  J  Cold  raw  and   wh:it  other  parcells   of  -round  are  in- 

croached  from  the  same,  by  whom,  how  long,  and  lett  the  yeare  valew  of  tho 

grounds  incroached  if  any  be  knowic  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  wee 

rclur  this  to  Sir,  Potter.  "  ° 


BARONIAL    COURTS. 


347 


In  1G88  there  was  an  inquiry  as  to  the  right  of  .pasturage 
on  the  Island  of  Lowthers  1  laugh  and  Greys  liaugh,  arisiii"- 
out  of  changes  made  hy  the  run  of  the  river  Aln.  The  jury 
say— 

"Wo  findo  Ly  the  oathes  of  Eoliert  Glover  iiged  G5  or  thereabouts,  Cliarles 
Spence  ohout  "fourscore,  John  Almvicko  aged  sixty  six  or  thereahouts 
Matthew  Aln^s^ck  aged  Fifty  Eight  or  thereabouts,  that  tliis  Ishind  is  part 
and  parcell  of  Greyes  haugh,  and  not  belonging  to  Lo-\\i.hers;  and  tliat 
William  Stanton  hath  of  late  elaimed  the  same  to  belong  to  I^owthers  liaunh 
which  is  an  incroachmont  upon  the  Lord  of  the  Barony."  Fraucia  Alder ^of 
Ilobborlaw  was  foreman  of  this  jury. 

167G. — "You  shall  inquire  who  was  next  heiro  to  Richard  Woodhouse  and 
what  lands  and  tenements  lie  died  seized  of,  and  whetlier  John  Salkeld  gentle- 
man, Matthew  Alnwicke  gentleman,  James  Ilimtley,  John  Falder,  and  Thomas 
Strothcr  and  Marj^  liis  wfe  did  not  purchase  or  otherwise  possesse  the  same  • 
and  what  parts  and  parcells  every  or  either  of  them  purchased  and  the  names 
of  the  closes  and  jiarcells  with  their  biittings  and  bonds,  and  what  rent  and 
services  are  or  ouglit  to  be  paid  to  the  Lady  of  the  Manner.  Given  imder  my 
hand  tliis  25th  Apiil  1G7G. 

J.  Blakcstone,  Steward." 

"  Wo  fmd  the  eoverall  parties  above  named  doe  posscssc  the  lands  that  was 
the  said  liiehard  Woodhcaises,  and  that  John  Woodliouse  was  brother  and 
next  heire  to  llichard  under  whom  that  the  scverall  parties  abovesaid  liath 
piu'chased  the  same,  that  is  to  say  John  Salkeld  for  two  closes  in  liondf-uto 
fields,  betwixt  Nath.  Salkeld  on  the  North  and  John  Forster  on  the  East  and 
South  and  Llathew  Alnwicke  on  the  West ;  IMatthew  Alnwicke  enjoys  the 
Butts  called  Ivuights  furlongs,  lying  in  tlie  Carslej'  peece  and  Sjjaiiy  close, 
AVilliam  Archbold  ono  close  called  Willey  close  and  the  Croft  lands,  Jane 
Huntley  a  close  called  Itavcnskiw,  John  Falders  heircs  two  closes  calhd 
the  Ilawes,  and  in  the  possession  of  Edward  Strotlicr  and  Slary  his  wUo  a 
parcell  of  ground  in  the  lowe  Aledike  grounds." 

A  book  was  kept  to  record  inquisitions  and  admissions  from 
April  i27th,  168u,  to  Oct.  IDth,  170i3,  called  "minutes  of 
survey  and  court,"  in  Avhich,  during  that  period,  about  o70 
admissions  are  recorded.  This  JJook  of  iSurvey  was  made 
in  consequence  of  the  following  order — 

1G83. — "  You  are  to  inquire  on  the  parte  and  behalfo  of  His  Graco  Charles 
Percy  Duke  of  Somersett  and  Elizabctli  his  wife  kc,  Lord  of  the  itanor  and 
Burrough  after  tho  death  of  all  such  Twiants  as  died  since  the  last  court  and 
before  tlie  next  court  who  liath  not  paid  their — ?  and  bworn  fidelity,  and 
what  lands  and  tenements  tliey  are  seized  of  aiul  who  is  tlie  next  heir  to 
every  particular  Burgage;  and  you  are  to  inquiio  who  hath  alienated  any  of 
their  lands  and  tenements  in  any  Bm-gago  and  to  whom,  and  what  rents  are 
or  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  Lord." 

The  following  arc  a  few  extracts  fi'om  these  minutes: — 1G95. — "Ad  banc 
curiam  compertum  est  per  homagiiim  quod  Charles  Grcenwell  ct  Anna  uxor 
ejus  scsiti  fucrunt  de  et  in  tribus  Burgagiis  sive  tenement  lis  cum  purtinentiia 
in  Paikes  hole,  et  quod  prcJicti  Carolus  Ureenwell  et  Anna  uxor  ejus  per 
Indenturam  suam  feollmcnt'  specificat'  Barganizavit  et  coutinuavit  Burgagia 
pnedicta  cum  jiertinentiis  cuidam  Johanni  Burrcll  et  assignis  suis  iiuper- 
petuum,     YA  super  lioc — h  redditus  iis.  viiid." 

"At  this  coiu-t  it  is  fuujul  by  liomage  that  Jolm  Swinhoe  died  seized  of  tho 
Burgage  cubed  Mntohall  situated  in  Baylj-gate,  tho  annunl  rent  being  7d., 
and  that  John  Swinhoe  is  his  son  and  next  heir.     Kobert  Pearett  did  homage 
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for  a  Bur;?age  with  a  parcel  of  land  called  Salisborry  land — rent  6d.  yearly. 
Thomas  Younger  died  seized  of  a  Burgage  in  liatton  Raw — rent  4d.  Jamos 
Earl  of  Derwentwatcr  died  seized  of  five  tenements— 3s.  2d.  Another  son  of 
Tliomaa  Dalavall  did  homage  for  5  burgages  in  Baylygate — rent  r2d.  170S. 
— Matthew  Alnwick  of  Stonoy  Hills.  1710. — Nathanial  Salkeld  died  seized 
of  Bondgato  Hull.  1710. — Edward  Gallon  died  soiiced  of  12  burgages  and 
one  close  in  Clayport  Bank." 

1711. — "Wee  present  George  Hardy,  Arthur  Gair,  Robert  Ilyndmarsh, 
George  Vardy  and  John  Watson  for  not  appearing  at  this  court  to  take  and 
putt  in  their  Inquiryes  for  heii-es  and  alienation  according  to  ancient  customo 
for  their  severall  Burgages  to  know  what  Rents  dutyes  services  are  or  ought 
to  bo  paid  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  being  lawfully  summoned  refused  to  come, 
wco  amerce  tliem  as  on  their  heads  Gs."  The  time,  however,  had  gone  by 
wlien  Bucli  fines  could  bo  enforced. 

On  the  admission  of  a  Freeholder  ho  took  the  following  Oath; — "  You  shall 
swear  by  the  contents  of  this  Book,  that  you  Avill  bo  true  and  faithful  to  the 
Lord  of  Iho  Manner  and  from  henceforth  bear  do  and  pay  to  your  said  Lord 
and  to  his  heires  att  certain  tennes  all  such  Rents  customs  and  services  as 
you  ought  to  itay  and  doe  for  all  such  Lands  Tenements  as  claim  to  hold 
of  him.     So  help  you  God." 

At  the  Court  Leet  the  olTicers  of  the  borough  were  sworn 
into  office.  One  list  we  have  given  for  1-174;  hut  oilicers 
■with  other  functions  were  appointed  in  subsequent  periods ; 
in  1618  there  were  two  constables  for  Narrowgate,  two  for 
]3ondgate,  two  for  the  INIarket-place,  tAVO  for  Clayport,  and 
two  for  Walkergate  ;  there  were  four  prassors,  four  land 
layuers,  five  bread  weayers  and  meat  lokers,  four  moorgrieves 
and  two  keepers  of  llesleyside  and  the  bog  ;  in  1G9G,  and 
in  other  years  the  chamberlains  were  the  land-liners  ;  in  1664 
there  were  four  Curatores  Foreste  de  Eadcn,  another  name 
fur  moorgrieves  ;  and  in  1739  we  find  two  market  lookers  for 
the  skinners  and  glovers.  The  first  notice  of  the  a])pointment 
of  chamberlains  is  on  ;2Jrd  October,  1667,  and  in  the  following 
year  there  is  an  a])polntment  of  three  herds. 

At  the  Knights'  Court  constables  were  appointed  for  other 
wards  in  the  parish,  not  within  the  borough  boundary  ;  one 
for  Cawledge  Parke,  two  for  J3ailiflgate,  two  for  Denwick, 
one  for  Hull  Parke,  one  for  Hugley,  and  two  for  Bondgate. 
*'  Corne  appraisers  for  the  Towne  fields  of  Alnwick  "  were 
appointed  in  1694,  and  "  common  appraisers  of  Bondgate 
fields  "  in  1687. 

One  list  of  jurors  ior  1474  is  printed  in  page  338,  two  others 
arc  here  added  for  1612  and  1664  ;  the  latter  is  iiiteresting  as 
it  gives  the  occupations  of  the  jurors,  among  whom  are  five 
glovers,  a  trade  now  extinct  in  Alnwick.  At  these  early  periods 
most  of  the  jurors,  if  not  all  of  them,  were  members  of  the 
Four  and  Twenty. 

"  Burgh  Jury  1612. — John  Skott,  John  Butler,  John  Skotte  filius  Johnnnis, 
William  Gallon,  George  Alder,  AS'illiam  Hunter,  AVilliam  Watson,    James 
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Green,  Nicholas  Forster,  William  Eeavlio,  John  Graye,  Richard  ^\'ut80^, 
"William  Watson  of  Clayport.  Burgh  Jmy  1061. — JohnScott  gentleman, Cuth- 
bert  Chessman  Shoemaker,  Thomas  Forster  Merchant,  John  Fulder  Merchant, 
Edwai-d  Gallon  IMerchant,  John  Harrison  Glover,  Alexander  Scott  Glover, 
John  Vardy  Merchant,  Francis  Hearett  Glover,  Nicholas  Woodhouse  Tanner, 
John  Taylor  Glover,  Rohert  Pearett  Tanner,  Roger  Mollatt  Tanner." 

The  Knights^  Courts  were  held  in  Alnwick  Castle  and 
consisted  of  a  Court  Baron  and  a  Court  Leet,  whose  functions 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  Burgh  Courts,  hut  with  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  memhers  of  the  harony  of  xilnwick.  To  these 
Courts  the  military  and  other  free  tenants  were  summoned 
to  appear,  and  render  suit  and  service.  The  following 
roll  of  1G04  is  important,  as  a  chronicle  of  the  land  owners 
in  the  harony  at  this  time. 

^^  Free  tenants  of  the  manor.  Lord  Gray  for  lands  in  Hawkell ;  Rich.  Lisle, 
gent.,  Hazand;*  Heirs  of  Matthew  Forster,  Newton  lo  Moor  ;  Heirs  of  Thomas 
Uearon,  Newton  le  ]\Ioor  ;  George  Lisle,  Newton  le  Moor ;  Thomas  llorsley, 
knight,  Jlorricke;  William  Lord  Gray,  IMorricko  and  East  Chcvington ; 
Juhii  Roddum,  Esq.,  Littlehoughton  ;  Heirs  of  Edward  Gray,  Uowicke  ;  John 
Salkeld,  R'K-ke  ;  Charles  Howard,  knight,  North  Charlton  ;  Heirs  of  l\Iatthew 
Forster,  knight,  Edderston ;  Ralph  Salkeld,  I'awdon  (Fallowden)  ;  Francis 
Brandling,  Hoppen ;  Heirs  of  Nicholas  Forster,  Doxford ;  (Heirs  of  Edw. 
Conyera,  gent..  Lacker);  Heirs  of  Thomas  Thompson,  AVooden  j  John  Rod- 
dam,  Rcnnington;  Thomas  Grey,  Broxfield  ;  Samuel  Woddale,  Swinlioe;  Heirs 
of  Arthur  Grey,  knight,  Spindleston ;  Richard  Forster,  Budle  ;  Cuthhert 
Younghusband,'  Budle  ;  Thonuis  Younghiisband,  Budle ;  Heirs  of  Reynold 
Forster,  Brunton ;  Heirs  of  George  Lawson,  Nc\vton  on  the  Sea ;  (Henry 
Pearson,  Mr.  Wm.  Wetwang,  Edward  Lawson,  Wm.  Lawson,  Newton  by  tho 
Sea);  Heirs  of  .'Vlexander  Scott,  Yardley ;  (Alex.  Scott,  gent.,  Mr.  Thoiuaa 
Hebbonie,  Ralph  Hebborn,  Earl);  William  Lord  Gray,  Horton ;  Heirs  of 
Lancelot  Strvther,  Fowberry  ;  Heirs  of  Stephen  Jackson,  Heslerigg;  Heirs  of 
CJcuient  StroUicr,  Cald-]\Iar"tin  ;  Heirs  of  John  Carr,  Hettoii  ;  Heii-s  uf  Thomas 
Horslcy,  Scr.'uwood  ;  William  Lord  Gray,  Chilliugham  ;  Heirs  of  Arthur 
Hcbbron,  Hebbrou  ;  Ralph  Muscampc,  Ly ham  ;  William  Lord  Gray,  Ellw  icko 
Horton  Turbuvill ;  Wm.  Grey,  Eworth,  i)oddington,  Nesbit ;  Mr.  Wm.  Orde, 
gent.,  Weetwood  ;  Richd.  Forster,  Newham  ;  lieirs  of  Thomas  Colliiigwood, 
Reavley  ;  Alexander  CoUingwood,  Ralph  Dawson,  John  Hearon,  Robei  t  Alder, 
Alneham ;  George  Alder,  Prendickc  ;  Thonuis  Swinhoe,  Whittall ;  Robert 
Widderington,  Guyson  ;  Heirs  of  Haniell  Gallon,  Thomas  PallistL-r,  dohn 
Garrett,  Shilbottlc  ;  Heirsof  Fancis  Brandling,  knight,  Guyson  and  Broxfield." 

For  lands  in  Bailiffgate  wo  have  the  following: — "Heirs  of  Arthur  Gray, 
Phillis  Strother,  Christopher  Spence,  Robert  Craister,  John  Harwood,  Heirs 
of  Will.  Thompson,  John  Clarke,  Thomas  Lindsey,  John  Clarke,  Margarett 
Clfj-ke,  Thonuis  Read,  John  Fargie,  William  Harbottle,  Roger  Pearith,  John 
Fargye,  Francis  Clarke,  Heirs  of  Alexander  Armorer,  Heirs  of  Thonuis  Ordo, 
William  Swinhoe,  Edward  Tiawson,  John  Swinhoe,  Christopher  Harbottle; 
for  lands  in  upper  Sheeldykes,  Thomas  Forster,  Esqr." 

"  Tenants  of  Jkiiirsni:  and  Callcdije  in  Atiuwicke. — John  Salkeld,  Esq.,  Nicholas 
Forster,  Henry  Strother,  Luke  Wethoritt,  William  Gromwell,  Thomas 
Weatherbourne,  William  Archbold,  Henry  Facye,  Martin  Jlilborne." 

"  'Tenants  bi/  lease  in  Bondi/ate. — John  Scott,  Nicholas  Hudson,  Thomas 
Swarm,  Edward  Strother,  Nicholas  Forster." 

•   "  For  lauds  iu  "  must  be  under.stood  before  the  name  of  each  place. 
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"  Teuantu  by  lease  in  Bonvich. — Thomas  Shipchcrd,  William  Harper,  Row- 
land Robinson,  William  RoLinson,  Richard  Roed,  Clement  Forster,  Thomas 
Arkle,  Edward  Shipoherd,  Richard  Rood,  TheopoluaThew,  George  Thomson." 

Besides  these  there  were  five  tenants  in  Tiiggal,  two  in  Lyham,  eight  in 
Alnhara,  thirteen  in  South  Charlton,  and  eleven  in  Rennington. 

In  addition  we  find,  from  the  records  of  1456,  that  the  fol- 
lowing vills  or  townships  were  bound  to  appear ;  viz. — 
Alnehara,  Scranwood,  Chatton,  Lyhani,  Ilopen,  Fulbery, 
IIorton,Dodyngton,  Ewurth,  Prendwykc,  Budle,  Spiudleston, 
Tugall,  SAvinhow,  Bilton,  Hougliton  Magna,  Houghton 
Parva,  Charlton,  Ilasand,  Gysyne,  Schilbotell,  Hawklcy, 
llenyngton,  Eohe,  Lessbury,  Ruglee,  Newham,  Lucre, 
Edderston,  Ilowyke,  Morwykc,  Chevyngton,  Chilyngham, 
Brunton,  North  Charlton,  Tugall,  Newham,  Chilyngham 
were  amerced  6d.  for  default,  and  Houghton  Magna  and 
Chevyington  paid  an  essoin.  Fines  for  neglect  of  appearance 
ranged  generally  from  Is.  8d.  to  6s.  8d, 

Some  extracts  i'rom  the  rolls  of  these  courts  Avill  shew  the 
mode  by  which  military  tenants  were  admitted  to  their 
estates ;  others  tell  where  tbe  ancient  common  lands  of 
the  people  were,  and  the  care  used  to  prevent  encroachments 
on  tliem ;  some  will  illustrate  tbe  topography  of  the  district 
and  others  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  The  first  extract 
is  a  translation  of  the  original. 

1475,  April  7. — "  The  jury  say  that  Robert  Follcry  pcntleman  held  of  tho 
Lord  of  the  I\Iunor,  FolLcry  with  apjjurtenances,  and  also  one  •sill  called 
Caldmarton,  one  panel  of  land  in  C'hiiKon,  cme  burgage  in  iUnewick  with  two 
Inishandlands  in  Ruk  in  tho  Coiinly  t)f  Nortliunibeiland  ;  and  thiy  say  that 
he  hi  Id  on  military  service,  on  tho  day  lie  died,  ubout  tho  feast  of  St.  Tilichael 
tlio  Archangel  in  the  13th.  year  of  tlio  reign  of  Edward  IV.  King,  and  they 
say,  that  AVilliani  Folheiy  is  his  next  heir  and  of  full  age,  and  appears  in  tho 
court,  seeks  to  be  admitted  and  then  makes  fidelity,  his  jiledgo  being  Thomas 
(hay  of  llorton.  IfiG?,  A])ril  24.- — Ad  banc  curiam  compertum  est  per  Homa- 
gium,  quod  Johannes  Roddamobiit  sei.situs  de  terris  et  Tenementiis  cum  ])ei-ti- 
nentiis  in  Little  Houghton  infra  liaronia  pa-edieta  de  domino,  per  scrvitiura 
militare  ot  annualciu  rodditum  'J'redecem  Solidorum,  ct  undccim  denariorum; 
Et  q(U)d  Johannes  ]voddam  est  filius  et  hercs  iirofati  Johannis  dol'uncti;  Et  super 
hoc  venit  prefatus  Johannes  Roddam  et  jK^it  so  admitti  indeTenentcm,  ciiidam 
Johanni  ])ominus  jiredictus  per  Sencchallum  suimi  prcdictum  concessit  indo 
seisinam  Habendum  pretUeto  Johanni  ot  hcredis  suis  reddendum  omnes 
redditus  servitia  inde  prius  reddita  et  de  jure  consueta ;  et  fecit  fidelitatem  ct 
eatisfecit  Domino  luo  lielovio  Tresdcoem  Solidos  et  undecin^  deiuii-ios.  Et 
admi.ssu3  est  inde  Tenons.  1()G7.— .)  ohn  Gray  heir  of  Edward  (Jray  of  Howick 
paid  403.  8d.  for  relief  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Huwick.  1G82. — Weo 
find  that  Robert  Lisle  of  Hazon  gentleman  died  seized  of  lands  and  tenements 
in  Hazon  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  Robert  Lisle  by  his  will  devised  the 
same  to  Robert  Lisle  his  nc].bew  who  issonn  of  Richard  Lisle  of  Hazon  afore- 
6aid,  payiiu!-  lis.  per  anuinn  rent  to  tho  Lord,  suit  of  court,  and  ought  to 
appear  at  this  oourte  tliis  day  to  swear  fealty  and  pay  tin;  Lords  relief,  who 
this  day  made  default  in  his  appearance,  we' therefore  amerce  him  Is.  Sd." 
lo87.~Willhim  NicJiolson  of  Howick,  tenant  of  Mr.  Edward  Cra&ter,  and 
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others,  raado  suLmission  for  talcing  'cei-teynfj-rdellsupon  tho  sea  coast  mthin 
the  bounders  ot  Iluwyk.'     They  confesnod  tho  trespass  and  restored  the  fir  dr.aLs 
and  thou-  subimsMon  was  accepted.     In  1590.— The  tenants  of  Bro.xefeld  Avhieh 
IS   a   hamblott  of  Ivonyng-ton  had  common  of  pasture  on  the  common  of 
Kenyn,<,rton.     1G04.--1  ho  common  of  Lucker  was  overcharged,  and  the  lisliinc 
ot  tho  Warno  occupied  mthout  leave  aiid  the  woods  destroyed.     About  tho 
same  period  {.resentments  were  made  of  Ralph  Gray  Chillingham  and  T^Iatthew 
lorster  Lderstonc  for  puttmg  cattoll  on  Lucker  Common ;  Thomas  Collins- 
wood  ot  Kyle  iur  casting-  turves  on  Beanley  Common ;  Mr.  TIazcli-ig-e  of 
bwarland  for  enclosing  land  from  Shilbottlc  ami  Shieldyke  Common  •  iTalph 
Uray   Clulimgham  for   enclosing   from   (Jhatton    Commoii ;    EdAvard    Grov 
liowickc  putting  on  Houghton  and  Reimington  Commons.     AlnoAn'k   and 
Warkworth,  .about  ICOO  A.I>.— Incroachments  and  abuses  there  done  hurtful  to 
to  his  Lords  inheritance.     Edward  Carr  hath  encroached  a  parccll  of  ground 
appertaining  to  Houghton  and  converted  it  into  a  Tenement  called  bowmer 
nggo^    Robert  Roddam  hath  encroached  a  parcell  of  ground  nigh  Cu]ipermoro 
and  Shawlawo  Strother ;  and  also  in  Ronyngton.     The  Tenaiits  of  Lroxfield 
have  cncroacheil   on  Renyngton.      Sir  Jolm   Forstor  hath   encroached    30 
acres  of  land  at  Blacklre  nigh  I[efl'erlawe  ;  and  ground  called  jMarden  Banks 
and  taken  the  growing  hay  belonging  to  Lesbiuy.     The  Temints  of  W(.wden 
and  Buston  do  pretend  title  to  a  parcoll  of  land  on  tho  common  of  Bilton 
wi-ongfiilly.      The  Tenants  of  Nowtiai  on  liloor  do  wrongfidly  pretend  title 
to  his  Lordships  soylo  in  Shilbottle  IVIoor  at  a  place  called  ILimpeth.     Wark- 
worth complains  of  Berling,  Acklington  of  Clievington;    The   Tenants   of 
Tuggal  take  turves  by  violence  from  Tuggall  Moor;  tho  Tenants  of  Swyn- 
howe  refuse  to  appear  at  Tuggal  Court  and  do  hold  their  suit  at  EUingham  ; 
thc_  Tenants  of  J3runeton  wrongfully  cast  Turves  npon  Tuggall  Moor.     Mr. 
Swinborne  of  Edlingham  perte-nds  the  title  to  a  parccll  of  the  common  of 
Sheldykes  and  hath  casten  turves  npon  the  same  ;  he  hath  (as  it  is  supposed) 
caused  his  tenants  to  remove  four  perch(;s  (P)  from  the  Black  louirhe,  which  was 
tho  bounder  between  Edlingham  and  iSheldykes.     North  Charlton  used  ^^Tong- 
fully  part  of  South  Charlton  Common ;  the  tenants  of  Dichburn  and  liuvk 
have  done  the  like  in  several  places  ;  tho  tenants  of  Chatton  complain  of  Sii- 
Ralph   Gray   for  taking  land  of  Chatton  without  right.      1U3S.— Nicholas 
Forster  for  a  night  layre  v.'ith  his  horse  on  now  milne  haugh  amerced  2s.  4d. 
Martin  Stamp  fur  converting  a  str.ty  hefer  goato  to  his  o-\\ti  use,  -Is.     Thomas 
Pott  blood  and   fray  upon   llobeit  Adston  and  a  fray  npon  his  wife  Cs.  8d. 
John  AVilkinson  of  Ovorbuston  for  two  fold  burstcs  (js.  8d.     Ralph  Forster 
for  stoping  the  bigliM-ay  with  his  dunghill  and  polluting  the  pott  water  12d.  ; 
for  overstinting  the  Common  of  Warenford  12d.  ;  and  for  burning  the  Hfoor 
under  the  Raw  hough  and  casting  his  turfes  there  20d.     Lesburv,  John  :\Iills 
for  a  slander  ho  maid  of  Anno  Milckcn  and  said  thou  stole' gease  Gs.  8d. 
Pruilhoe,  Ai-tlmr  Harryson  for  keeping  and  maintajming  his  daughter  bcinf  a 
known  thief  6s.  8d.     Chatton,  Ralph  Ilebborno  for  robbing  of  Lyonell  Tyno- 
dales  wheat  being  a  thafo  amerced  for  his  fault  3s.  4d.,  and  his  wife  being  a 
Scold  33.  4d.     T^-nemouth,  Matthew  Bro^vno  for  a  troublesome  and  noysomo 
neighbour  6d.  ;  Thomas  Forster  for  boyling  Oil  in  liis  house  to  the  annoyance 
of  his  neighbour  Gs.  8d. ;  Robert  Allysone'for  blowing  of  mutton  to  tho'sight 
of  tho  constabhis  I2d. ;  Richard  Tayler  forbm-ning  limo  within  the  Sheal'es* 
12d.     1G83. — Tughall,  amerced  for  not  having  a  common  pound  Is.  8d.,  not 
having  a  constiiblo  Is.  8d.  ;  not  having  a  paii-e  of  Stocks  Is.  8d.     1C38. — 
Losbury,  Patrick  Macklewyan,  Clerk,  for  G  several!  pound  brichcs  and  taking 
his  geaso  out  of  the  pinfold  Gs.  8d. ;  of  tho  same  for  overstinting  the  Commou 
wher  he  hath  no  Eatago  12d. ;  of  tho  same  for  a  poimd  brich  maid  by  Ids 
servant  iUes  Iluggin  20d. ;  of  tho  same  for  a  pound  brich  maid  by  the"  said 
servant  and  taking  liis  mau-o  out  of  the  pinfold  3s.  4d. ;  tho  same  for  a  night 

*  Now  the  important  and  populous  town  of  Shields. 
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layer  witli  hid  maire  in  tho  west  iield.  16.5'i. — Patrick  Mackle^'an  in 
an  action  of  the  case  on  complaint  hy  liichard  Wyddous  Thomas  Wyddoua 
William  Stampe  and  John  Alnwick,  turned  into  a  presentmi-nt.  IGoG. — 
WDliam  Broim  complains  against  Patrick  Jilaclewyan  Clerk  who  was  amerced 
33.  2d. ;  1657— Mr.  Patrick  Mackleywyan*  complajnies  of  Liouoll  Taj-to  who 
is  amerced  20d.,  and  of  Michael  Gardner  who  is  acquitted." 

The  occupation  of  these  courts  is  now  gone  ;  yet  they  are 
still  held  twice  a  year  about  Easter  and  Michaelmas.  The 
fees  for  process  allowed  by  law  and  custom,  taken  and  ac- 
counted for  by  the  bailiffs  are — for  every  summons  Is.  5d., 
replevin  in  warrant  and  bond  5s.,  execution  6d.,  sub-poena 
and  copy  6d.,  levy  and  schedules  3s.,  man  in  possession  per 
day  of  twenty -four  hours  2s.  6d.  A  learned  steward,  usually 
a  barrister,  presides,  a  clerk  records  the  minutes,  a  jury  is 
empanelled,  and  several  corporate  officers  with  few  or  no 
duties  to  perform  are  sworn  in.  Sometimes  a  case  of  debt  or 
detinue  has  been  tried,  but  rarely  in  recent  years  ;  county 
courts,  petty  sessions,  and  boards  of  health  have  taken  from 
the  baronial  courts  all  their  practical  functions.  They  are 
but  shadowy  forms — ghosts  of  other  times.  One  purpose 
they  serve;  they  enable  the  lord  of  the  Manor,  as  represented 
by  ln"s  steward,  to  entertain  with  dinners,  at  an  inn,  some 
thirty  or  forty  of  the  people  of  Alnwick  and  of  the  district, 
who  are  more  or  less  connected  with  Alnwick  Castle. 

•  He  was  vicar  of  Leshury.  Fuller  has  made  liim  famous,  under  the  name 
of  Michael  Vivan;  for  he  tells  us  that  when  110  years  old  his  hair  came  again 
as  a  child's  of  flaxen  colour  ;  that  he  had  three  teeth  cut  within  two  years,  which 
were  not  then  come  to  perfection  ;  tliat  his  eyesight  had  come  again,  and  he 
could  read  the  smallest  print  without  spectacles  ;  that  he  preached  and  prayed 
an  hour  and  a  half  without  any  notes.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  quarrelsome 
man,  for  he  often  appears  in  the  Archdeacon's  as  well  as  in  the  Baronial  Courts. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE  SMITHSONS— EAULS  AND  DUKES  OF  NOETHUM- 
BEELAND  FEOM  1750  TO  1866. 

DISTRIBUTION'    OF   THE    SOMERSET    ESTATES — DESCENT    OF    SIR   HUGH 

SMITnSON GRANT     OF     ARMS — JIARRIED      TO     ELIZABETn    THE 

PERCY     HEIRESS RENOVATES     ALNIVICK     CASTLE — PENxY.O^t's 

DESCRIPTION     OF    IT IMPROVEMENTS    AROUND    ALNWICK — WAL- 

POLE's    CRITIQUE BOUT    RHYMES    BY    THE    DUCHESS HUGH 

SECOND    DUKE    OF    NORTHUMBERLAND — SERVICE    IN   AMERICA 

FAlillLY   OF    BURRELL THE    PERCY    TENANTRY    jVNT)    COLUMN 

HOSPITALITY — HUGH,  THIRD  DUKE — REJOICINGS  WHEN  MARRIED 
• — HIS    POLICY  —  ALGERNON,     FOURTH   DUKE  —  SERVICE   IN   THE 

KAVY  —  FOREIGN    TRAVELS IMPROVEMENTS^  RESTORATIOX    OF 

ALNWICK   CASTLE CHARACTER — GEORGE   FIFTH    DUKE. 

The  death  of  Algernon,  duke  of  Somerset,  without  male 
issue  caused  a  distribution  of  liis  titles  and  estates,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  respective  limitations.  The  dukedom  of 
Somerset  passed  to  Sir  lulward  Seymour,  a  lineal  desc'(>ndaut 
of  the  Protector  Somerset  by  his  lirst  wife.  Sir  Charles 
Wyndham  succeeded  to  the  earldom  of  Egremont  and  barouy 
of  Cockcrmouth.  The  earldom  of  Northumberland  and 
barony  of  Warkworth,  Avhich  were  created  in  1749,  descended 
by  special  limitation  to  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  husband  of  the 
duke's  daughter;  and  the  only  title  which  dcscomled  to 
herself,  seems  to  have  been  a  new  barony  in  fee  created  by  a 
summons  to  her  father  as  IJaron  Percy  in  17;^i2,  although  he 
had  been  placed  in  the  house  of  peers,  in  tlio  precedency  of 
the  ancient  barony  of  the  27th  of  Edw.  I.  All  tlie  ancient 
baronies  of  the  Percys  in  fee  had  been  extinguished  in  1537  ; 
if  this  had  not  been  so,  they  would  have  been  forfeited  in 
1559.  Had  there  been  no  forfeitures,  tliey  would  liave  been 
in  abeyance  among  the  various  descendants  of  tlie  daughters 
of  Earl  Tliomas,  tlie  rebel  of  the  north  ;  for  they  are  elder  in 
blood  than   the  possessors  of  the  fee  of  Alnwick,  who,  since 
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that  eavl's  fatal  rising,  are  notlicirs  at  law  of  the  Baron  Percy 
of  Edward  I.  Some  of  these  possessors  have  indeed  inherited 
a  new  set  of  baronies  of  Percy,  Poynings,  Lucy,  liryan,  and 
Fitz-Payne,  created  in  1557  in  tail  male;  but  those  dignities 
became  extinct  in  1070.  The  title  of  Latimer,  frequently 
assumed  by  the  later  Percys,  had  reference  to  merely  one  of 
the  baronies  to  which  they  became  coheirs  by  marriage,  and 
it  remains  still  in  abeyance  among  the  descendants  of  John 
Neville  generally.  The  prestige,  however,  of  time  honoured 
names  of  dignities  and  families,  and  the  rental  of  their  lands, 
are  more  influential  than  the  technical  laws  of  the  peerage  or 
priority  of  blood.  By  act  of  ])arliament,  passed  in  the  year  of 
the  duke  of  Somerset's  death,  Hugh  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land and  Elizabeth  his  wife  were  authorised  to  take  and  use 
the  name  of  Percy  and  to  bear  and  quarter  the  arms  of  that 
ancient  family. 

The  accession  of  this  new  dynasty  to  the  barony  forms  an 
im})ortant  era  in  the  history  of  the  town  of  Alnwick  ;  and  as 
in  the  case  of  other  lords  we  ask — who  were  they  and  whence 
did  they  come  !" 

This  family  rising  to  a  lofty  position,  it  became  the  duty  of 
genealogists  to  find  or  make  for  them  a  long  line  of  ancestry. 
Collins  in  an  early  edition  of  his  peerage  gives  the  descent  from 
"  a  very  ancient  family  surnamed  Smytheton  and  Smithton," 
the  first  of  whom,  Melgrum,  held  the  manor  of  Smethton  in  the 
time  of  William  the  Conqueror.  Though  the  transmutation 
of  a  Smithson  into  a  Smetliton  shews  all  the  genius  of  an 
early  luM•aldi^t,  yet  the  descent  is  imaginative  and  mythical. 
IjCss  pretentious  is  another  account,  which  represents,  that 
AVilliam  Smithson,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  possessed 
Newsome  and  other  lands  in  Yorkshire,  and  that  his  de- 
scendants resided  at  Newsome  till  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
when  Anthony  Sniythson  of  Newsome  married  Eleanor 
the  heiress  of  George  Catherick  of  Stanwick,  esquire. 
Another  version,  however,  says  he  married  the  grand-daughter 
of  George  Catiierick.  But  both  these  accounts  are  somewhat 
doubtful ;  for  of  this  line  of  squires  and  gentlemen,  no 
record  is  given  in  Tonge's  visitation  or  in  other  heraldic 
rolls.  Neither  is  it  noticed  by  Whituker,  who  was  assisted 
in  genealogy  by  PadclyfFo  ;  nor  is  it  countenanced  by  the 
grant  of  arms  to  Sir  Hugh  Smithson  at  a  subsequent  period. 
These  suppositious  descents  are  discreetly  eliminated  out  of 
that  edition  of  Collins,  Avhich  incorporates  the  elaborate 
history  of  the  Percy  family,  said  to  have  been  -written  by 
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Bishop  Percy.    There  is  evidence,  however^  that  the  Smithsons 
•svere  inhabitants  of  Newsonie  in  some  status  or  other.     In  the 
19th  of  Henry  VI.,  John  tie  Percy,  of  Kyledale,  was  witness 
to  "-rant  of  hinds  in  Yefford  and  Newsonie  to  John  Smythson. 
Neither   esquire   iiov   gentleman  is   attached   to    his    name. 
But  Ave   find  that   AVilliam    Smythson   of   Newsom,  in  the 
parish  of  Kyrkehy  on  the  hill,  yco'mau,  was  the  grantee  of  lands 
in  Scole  Aclc  \]iodlc  Shool   Ayclifte,  near  Darlington]  from 
Arthur  Neville  in    15Go.      lie    had  purchased  oilier    lands 
there  in    1554,   and  in    1587  he,  by  charter,  gave  all  these 
lands  to  his  son  George   Smythson,  who  in  160G  conveyed 
them  to  Francis  Forster.      We  afterwards  find  at  Newsham, 
Anthony  the  ancestor  of  the  future  dukes  of  Northnmberland, 
Avho  had  two  sons  at  least,  both  of  whom  went  to  London 
to  carve  out  their  own  fortnnes;    one,    Bernard   Smithson, 
was  an  apotliecary  there,  and  the  other,  Hugh,  entered  into 
trade,     llugli  achieved  success  as  a  merchaiit,  and  was  "  fined 
for  Alderman  and  Sheriff  of  the  city."     He  acquired,  perhaps 
by  purchase,  the  estate  of  Stanwick  in  Yorkshire,  the  ancient 
inheritance  of  the  Cathericks.     While  Henry  Percy,  the  earl 
of  Northumberland,  was  engaged  on  the  side  of  tlie  people 
durin'J-  the  civil  war,  Hugh  Smithson  paid  court  to  the  mon- 
arch, who  sought  to  be  absolute;    and  when  the  tide  turned 
in  favour  of  royalty,  he  was  rewarded  ;   for  Charles  II.   in 
1(363  conferred  on   him  the  title  and  dignity  of  knight  and 
baronet,  and  made  a  grant  of  arms  to  himself,  to  his  brother 
lUnnard,  and   their  ]n)sterity  ;  "because   he  during  the  late 
tymes  of  distraction  lialli  bei'u  always  ready  to  express  liis 
loyalty  to  his  Majesties  interest."      The  ibllowing  is  a  copy  of 
this  grant. 

"  To  all  and  singuler  vnto  whomo  tliese  presents  shall  come  Sr  Edward 
Walker  Kt  (iartr  principall  King  of  Armes  of  Englishmen  seudeth  greeting 
wheitis  it  hath  hin  an  antient  Custome  ic  to  this  Day  continued,  tliat  all 
Estats  and  degrees  of  men  have  hene  and  are  distinguished  eaeh  from  other 
hy  Markcs  or  Signes  called  Annes  Leing  cmtward  demonstrations  of  the 
imvard  worth  of  the  hearers  Atehieved  either  hy  tlieii-  valour  in  tho  Held  in 
tymes  of  Warr,  or  hy  their  uertuous  indoauours  in  the  Conlon^Yealths  in  tiuu  s 
of  Peace.  In  w*  res]ieet  whereas  «r  Hugh  Smithson  of  Stannilce  at  Stan- 
wike  in  the  county  of  Yorkc  Kt  ic  Baronelt  sonne  of  Anthony  Smithson  of 
Newsam  in  the  County  York  gent  haueing  Lin  formerly  a  Marehant  in  the 
Citty  of  London  &  hath  fined  for  Alderman  and  Sherilf  of  the  said  C'ltty  & 
dureing  the  late  tpnes  of  distraction  hath  hin  always  reddy  to  express  his 
Loyallty  to  his  Maties  intrest  for  wch  upon  his  INIaUos  restitutution  las  :^[atle 
■was  gratiously  pleased  as  proper  Testimonies  of  his  fauour  to  confer  upon  lum 
the  title  &  dignity  of  Kt  &  llaronet  wherhy  he  may  justly  deserue  to  have 
such  Armes  assi-ned  unto  him  as  he  may  lawfully  heare,  for  the  notour  of 
himselfe  k  his  posterity  Know  ye  therefore  that  I  the  said  Sr  Edward  Walker 
Kt  Garter  principall  King  of  Armes  by  the  power  and  authority  annexed 
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vnto  my  office  by  the  Statutes  of  the  Most  NoLlo  Order  of  the  Garter  &  con- 
iirmed  vnto  me  by  Letters  Puteata  vnder  the  great  scale  of  England,  doe 
hereby  give  grant  &  aesigne  vnto  him  the  said  S^  Hughe  Smitliaon  Kt  & 
Baronet,  and  to  Bernard  Smithson  of  London  Ajiotliecary  brotlier  of  the  said 
Sr  Hugh  Smithson  and  to  the  heires  and  descendants  of  their  bodies  for  euer, 
the  coate  of  Armos  &  Crest  heraftcr  mentioned  vizf.  Or  on  a  cliiefo  Imbatteled 
Azuro  3  sunns  proper,  and  fur  liia  crcbt  vpon  a  lielmt  p'jjcr  ilantled  Oules 
doubled  Argent,  out  of  a  Ducall  Crowne  Or  a  demy  Lion  rampant  gardant 
gules  holiiing  a  sunn  proper  as  in  the  margent  hereof  more  liucly  is  depicted 
the  which  x\j-me3  &  Creast  they  the  said  Sr  Hugh  iSmithaon  Kt  A:  Baronett 
&  Bernard  Smithson  and  the  heirs  &  descendants  of  their  bodyes  lawfully 
begotten  for  ever  bearing  their  due  and  proper  differences  May  and  shall 
lawfully  at  all  tymes  and  upon  all  occasions  vse  bear  and  sett  forth  in  shield 
Coat  Armour  Penon  Standard  Scale  or  otherwise  according  to  the  Law  and 
practise  of  Armes  without  the  let  Interruption  dispute  or  Contradiction  of  any       •  ., 

peraon  whatsoeuer  In  witness  whereof  I  haue  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  f 

and  aflixed  yu  scale  of  my  office  y<i  xxtb  day  of  November  in  ye  18tli  yeare  of  1 

the  raigno  of  our  Soiieraigne  Lord  Charles  ye  '2"'i  by  ye  Grace  of  God  King  '■ 

of  England  Scotland  france  &  Ireland  Defender  of  the  Fuith  A'qe  Dni  IGGU.  ; 

Edward  A\"alker  Garter."  i 

1% 

Collins  and  the  Avriters  of  peerages  wlio  copy  hiin  misrepre- 
sent this  grant  of  arms  as  an  augmentation;  but  in  it  there  is  no 
reference  cither  to  the  Cathcrick  arms  or  to  any  arms  belonging  l^ 

to  Smithson  ;  it  is  a  grant  do  novo  not  only  to  himself  but  if 

also  to  his  brother  the  apothecary,  Avho  thus  through  him 
became  dignified  as  an  (umiger ;  an  honourable  origin  is  this 
from  the  productive  class  —  from  yeoman,  farmer,  and  mer- 
chant— nobler  than  from  military  adventurers. 

Sir  Hugh  Smithson  died,  according  to  Collins,  on  20th  of 
October,  1670,  aged  72  years.  From  him  in  succession  de- 
scended Sir  Jerome  Smithson,  Bart. ;  and  Sir  Hugh  Smyth- 
son,  Ihut.,  Avlu)  (lied  in  172i),  aged  72  years,  and  who  had 
two  sons,  llugh  the  elder,  and  Langdale,  both  of  whom  died 
in  their  father's  lifetime.  Hugh  was  never  married  ;  but  from 
Langdale  sprung  Hugh  Smithson,  who  married  the  Percy 
lieiress. 

Somewhat  of  romance  there  was  in  the  elevation  of  Hugh 
Smithson  to  the  Percy  peerage.  Being  the  son  of  the  younger 
branch  of  the  family,  he,  like  the  ibund(.>r  of  it,  went  to 
London  to  push  his  fortunes,  and  carried  on  the  honourable 
occxipatiou  of  an  apothecary  in  Hatton  Gardens.*  For 
antiquities  he  had  a  taste,  and  became  a  fellow  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  of  which  in  after  life  he  was  president.  He 
succeeded,  hoM'ever,  to  a  baronetcy,  on  the  death  of  his  grand- 
fatlier  in  1720  ;  and  on  the  deatli  of  another  relative,  Hugh 
Smitlison  of  Tottenham,  he  came  into  possession  of  estates  in 
Yorkshire  and   Middlesex.       He  must  therefore   have   cast 

t 

*   JeaftVeson's  Lives  of  Physicians. 
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physic  to  the  dogs,  long  before  he  aspired  to  the  hand  of  the 
Percy  heiress.  He  is  said  to  have  wooed  another  fair  one 
unsuccessfully;  but  being  one  of  the  handsomest  men  of  his 
time,  he  had  pleased  Lady  Percy,  who  manifested  her  pre- 
ference by  expressing  her  wonder  tliat  any  lady  should  have 
rejected  his  addresses.  This  was  whispered  to  Sir  Hugh, 
and  it  inspired  him  with  courage  ;  he  laid  his  heart  and 
fortune  at  the  feet  of  the  heiress,  who  looked  kindly  on  him, 
and  bid  him  rise  and  be  happy  and  great.  They  were 
married  on  IGth  of  July,  1740. 

After  his  accession  to  the  earldom,  the  honours  attendant 
on  territorial  greatness  were  heaped  upon  him.  His  princely 
revenues  enabled  him  to  live  in  great  splendour.  When,  in 
17G3,  he  was  lieutenant  general  of  Ireland,  he  filled  the  office 
with  dignity,  patronised  liberally  the  manufactures  of  the 
country,  and  dispensed  a  profuse  charity.  A  grand  enter- 
tainment he  gave,  on  5th  June  1764,  the  king's  birthday, 
when  one  thousand  five  hundred  persons  of  distinction  were 
invited,  and  his  gardens  were  illuminated  with  ten  thousand 
lamps.  He  was  created,  on  October  22nd  1766,  Duke  of 
Northumberland  and  Earl  Percy,  with  succession  to  heirs 
male  of  his  body  ;  and,  on  26th  January  1784,  another  peer- 
age was  added  to  his  family,  by  his  being  created  Lord 
Lovaiue  Purou  of  Alnwick,  with  remainder  to  Algernon  his 
second  son. 

Leckiufield,  Wresil,  and  Petworth,  the  chief  residences  of 
(he  later  Percys,  had  passed  away  from  tlie  new  family  ;  and 
as  the  Percy  estates  lay  chiefly  in  Nortliumberland,  the  new 
earl  naturully  looked  to  the  north  for  a  seat  among  his 
Northumbrian  tenantry.  The  choice  lay  between  Warkworth 
and  Alnwick  Castles.  The  former  in  tlie  time  of  Leland  was 
ap])arently  habitable  and  in  good  repair,  audits  situation  was 
eminently  beautiful;  the  latter  was  ruinous,  and  so  neglected 
had  it  been,  that  in  1691  a  common  school  was  kept  within 
its  walls  :  but  being,  however,  of  much  greater  extent  than 
Warkworth  Castle,  and  more  associated  with  family  incidents 
and  historic  events,  it  was  chosen  for  the  future  home  of  the 
barons  of  Alnwick.  It  was  thoroughly  repaired  and  renovated 
in  the  pseudo-gothic  style  ;  and  the  interior  stucco  decora- 
tions were  the  work  of  Italian  artists.  Much  of  the 
Mediaeval  character,  which  gave  a  stern  graiuleur  to  this 
border  cnstle,  and  which  harmonised  with  old  associations  was 
destroyed.  Still,  however,  it  was  a  magnificent  residence  for  a 
nobleman,     A  short  time  after  its  completion  it  was  visited  by 
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Pennant,  an  antiquary  and  naturalist  of  some  distinction  ;  and 
he  thus  records  his  impressions  of  the  castle  and  town  in  1769. 

*'  At  Alnwiclc,  a  small  toAvn,  the  traveller  is  disappointed  with 
the  situation  and  environs  of  the  Castle,  the  residence  of  the 
Percies,  the  ancient  Earls  of  Northumberland.  You  look  in  vain 
for  any  marks  of  the  grandeur  of  the  feudal  age  ;  for  trophies 
■won  by  a  family  eminent  in  our  annals  for  military  prowess  and 
deeds  of  chivalry ;  for  halls  hung  with  helms  and  hauberks,  or 
with  the  spoils  of  the  chase  ;  for  extensive  forests  and  venerable 
oaks.  You  look  in  vain  for  the  liolmet  on  the  tower,  the  ancient 
signal  of  hospitalit}'  to  the  traveller;  or  for  the  grey-headed  porter 
to  conduct  hiiu  to  the  hall  of  entertainment.  The  nuaierous 
train,  whose  countenances  gave  welcome  to  him  on  his  way,  are 
now  no  more  ;  and  instead  of  the  disinterested  usher  of  the  old 
times,  he  is  attended  by  a  valet  eager  to  receive  the  fees  of 
admittance.  There  is  a  vast  grandeur  in  the  appearance  of  the 
outside  of  the  Castle;  the  towers  magnificent,  but  injured  by  the 
numbers  of  rude  statues  crowded  on  the  battlements.  Tlie 
apartments  are  large,  and  lately  finished  in  the  Gothic  stylo  with 
a  most  incompatible  elegance.  The  gardens  are  equally  incon- 
sistent, trim  in  the  highest  degree,  and  more  adapted  to  a  villa 
near  London  than  the  ancient  seat  of  a  great  baron.  In  a  word, 
nothing,  except  the  numbers  of  unindustrious  poor  that  swarm 
at  the  gate,  excites  any  one  idea  of  its  former  ch-cumstances.* 

Naked  and  bleak  was  the  country  around  Alnwick  in  the 
early  part  of  tlie  eighteenth  century  ;  many  of  the  forests  and 
woods  had  been  destroyed  in  the  days  of  border  Avarfare ;  but 
this  duke  began  to  adorn  the  lands  around  his  castle.  Under 
the  direction  t)f  a  native  of  Kirkharlc,  Lancelot  lirown  called 
"  Capability  Ihown,"  the  tops  of  the  hills  were  planted  with 
clumps  of  trees  ;  other  clumps  mostly  of  a  circular  form  were 
scattered  over  the  slopes,  and  on  other  parts  were  long  belts  of 
plantations,  Avhile  in  the  valleys  larger  forests  Avcre  created  ; 
the  old  parks  too  were  extended  and  enclosed  by  high  walls. 
Greatly  bcautihcd  and  enriched  w'as  the  scenery  by  these 
improvements.  Alas  !  that  in  carrying  them  out  the  ancient 
privileges  of  the  people  were  encroached  on,  and  a  policy 
Ix'gun  which  destroyed  the  independence  and  inijiortance  of 
the  corporation,  and  put  a  bar  to  the  development  of  the 
natural  resources  of  the  town. 

This  duke  had  a  vigorous  mind  and  considerable  capacity 
for  business.  Notwithstanding  his  great  outlaj  in  ])lanting, 
in  building,  in  buying  pictures,  his  revenue  more  than  ke])t 
pace  with  his  expenditure.     AValpolc  d(>prcciates  the  pictures, 

•    Ponnant's  Tour  in  Sco^and,  p.  32. 
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■*'  for  -which  a  large  price  had  been  paid.     "  I  would  "  says  he 

"  scarce  hang  them  up  ;  and  then  copies  by  any  thing  now 
living  !  and  at  Avhat  a  price  !  "  He  gives  a  sketch  of  the 
enrl's  manner  of  life: — "■  They  are  building  at  Northumberland 
House,  at  Sion,  at  Stanwick,  at  Alnwick,  and  Warkworth 
Castles !  they  live  by  the  etiquette  of  the  peerage,  have 
Swiss  porters,  the  countess  has  her  pipers — in  short  they 
^  will   soon  liave  no  estate."*    A  false  prophet,  however,  was 

&•■;  this  cynical  critic;  not  only  was  the  rental  of  the  old  estates 

greatly  increased  ;  but  new  lands  were  added,  many  of  Avhich 
were  around  Alnwick.  Overacres  Avith  the  seigniory  of 
Redesdale,  including  Ilarbottie  and  the  advowson  of  Elsdon, 
and  property  in  Yorkshire  and  elsewhere  were  purchased  Irom 
William  Howard. 

p]lizabeth  the  duchess  had  some  literary  taste,  and  one  of 
her  poetical  productions  has  been  given  to  the  world. 
Bouts  llimes,  or  rhyming  terminations  of  Frencli  invention 
had  become  a  fashionable  amusement,  which  Avas  particularly 
patronised  by  Sir  John  and  l^ady  jMillcr  of  l^atheaston,  near 
Bath.  To  the  company  assembled  at  this  villa.  Bouts  liimcs 
Avere  given  out,  Avhich  Avcre  filled  up  by  lines  having  some 
poetic  cadence,  by  candidates  for  poetic  honours ;  these  pro- 
ductions Avhich  Avere  often  ridiculous  enough,  Avere  deposited 
in  a  vase,  Avhence  they  Avere  taken  and  examined  by  judges 
appointed  for  the  purpose  ;  and  to  the  best  exercise  a  myrtle 
croAvn  Avas  aAvarded.  Elizabeth  the  duchess  gained  a  croAvn 
by  the  following  verses,  Avhich  Avill  give  an  idea  of  the  literary 
amusements  of  the  aristocracy  of  the  period. 

"  The  pen  uliich  I  now  take  and  brandisli 

Has  long  lain  useless  in  my  standish 

Know  every  maid  from  her  in  patten 

'  To  her  who  shines  in  glossy  satin 

That  could  they  now  jnepaie  an  Olio 

From  best  reeeipt  of  book  in  folio 

Ever  so  fine  for  all  their  pnfiing 

I  should  prefer  a  buttered  mufliug 

-         A  niuilln  Jove  iiiinself  might  feast  on 

If  eat  with  iMiller  at  Batheaston." 

The  duchess  died  on  the  5th  December,  1776,  aged  60 
years,  and  Avas  buried  in  St.  Nicholas'  Chapel,  Westminster 
Abbey.  Chagrined  Avith  not  being  treated,  as  he  thought, 
by  the  government  Avith  sutlicient  consideration,  the  duke 
retired,  in  a  great  measure,  fronr  public  life,  and  spent  his 
latter  days  in  retirement.     He  survived  the  duchess  ten  years 

*  Walpole's  Letters,  1752. 
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and  died  on  the  5tli  of  June,  1786.     One  daughter  they  had, 
who  died  unmarried ;  and  two  sons — Hugh  and  Al"-ernon. 

HUGH,  SECOND   DUKE  OF   NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Hugh,  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  duke,  was  born  in  1742; 
and  on  the  decease  of  his  mother  in  1776,  he  succeeded  to 
the  new  barony  in  fee,  and  was  summoned  to  parliament  as 
Baron  Percy.  In  early  life  he  served  under  Prince  Ferdinand 
in  the  great  seven  years  war.  lie  was  engaged  in  the  un- 
natural war  with  the  American  States,  and  was  despatched 
by  General  Gage  with  sixteen  troops  to  the  relief  of  a  detach- 
ment, which,  having  been  sent  to  destroy  military  stores  at 
Concord,  Avas  exposed  to  destruction  by  American  riflemen. 
In  conducting  the  retreat.  Lord  Percy  displayed  sound  judg- 
ment. The  skirmish  which  took  place,  Avas  called  the  battle 
of  Lexington,  where  the  first  blood  was  drawn  in  the  struggle 
between  America  and  the  mother  country.  General  (j;ige 
praised  him  in  the  London  Gazette  "  for  his  remarkable 
activity  during  the  engagement."  Lord  Percy  afterwards 
assisted  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Washington,  the  column  led 
by  him  being  the  first  to  enter  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 

He  married  in  1764,  Anna  Stuart,  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Bute,  but  from  her  he  was  divorced  in  1779.  For  his  second 
wife  he  took,  in  the  same  year,  Frances  Julia,  the  third 
daughter  of  Peter  Burrell,  Esq.,  a  commissioner  of  the  Excise. 

Romantic,  indeed,  is  the  history  of  the  Burrell  family. 
The  father  had  gone  in  1774  to  the  shores  of  the  INIediterraneaii 
in  search  of  liealth,  accompanied  by  his  daughters ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  Algernon,  the  second  son  of  the  first  duke  of 
Northumberland,  being  then  in  a  delicate  state  of  health,  was 
passing  the  winter  in  the  south  of  France.  During  an  ex- 
cursion to  Marseilles,  he  accidentally  met  in  a  private  company, 
Isabella  the  second  daughter  of  Mr.  Burrell,  and  became 
deeply  attaclied  to  her.  His  mother  consented  to  their  union 
and  they  were  married  in  1775.  About  three  years  afterwards, 
the  youngest  sister  of  Isabella  bestowed  her  hand  on  the  duke 
of  Hamilton,  after  whose  death  she  married  the  marquis  of 
Exeter  ;  and  next  came  the  union  of  the  third  sister  with  the 
second  duke  of  Northumberland.  Modest,  amiable,  and  vir- 
tuous were  these  women  ;  but  none  of  them  it  is  said  possessed 
extraordinary  beauty  or  fascinating  graces  ;  but  the  eldest 
sister  who  was  married  to  Mr.  Bennett,  a  man  of  large  estate, 
is  described  as  a  captivating  woman.     The  singular  fortunes 
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of  the  f\imily  did  not  end  here.  The  only  son  of  Mr,  Burrell, 
a  youn<^  man  of  graceful  ])erson  and  engaging  manners,  gained 
the  affections  and  hand  of  Lady  Eliziibeth  Hertie,  eldest 
daughter  of  l^eregrine  duke  of  Ancaster.  Soon  after  the  mar- 
riage, her  brother,  the  only  sou  of  the  duke  suddenly  died,  and 
she  succeeded  to  a  barony  of  the  creation  of  Edward  TIL,  along 
with  the  grcuiter  ])art  of  the  Ancaster  estates ;  she  inherited 
also  the  high  feudal  office  of  lord  great  chamberlain  of  I'wg- 
land,  the  duties  of  which  were  performed  by  her  husband,  and 
afterwards  hy  her  son.  In  course  of  time,  Mr.  Ihirrell's  son 
was  knighted;  and  in  179G  was  raised  to  the  Uritisli  peerage 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Gwydor.*  Thus  four  peerages  passed  to 
the  descendants  of  iNIr.  Peter  Burrell. 

There  is  little  of  interest  in  the  public  life  of  this  duke 
of  Northumberland  ;  but  when  Britain  was  threatened  with 
invasion  from  France,  he  caught  the  patriotic  s])irit  of  the 
times,  and  prepared  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  lie  raised 
among  his  tenantry  fifteen  hundred  men  ;  and  at  his  own 
expense  clothed  and  accoutred  them.  They  were  formed  into 
three  corps,  as  riflemen,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  In  those 
thrilling  times  of  war  when  rumours  of  invasion  were  rife, 
the  town  of  Alnwick  presented  a  warlike  appearance  ;  for  it 
was  the  head  quarters  of  the  military  operations  of  the  county. 
The  local  militia,  the  Coquetdale  rangers — a  body  of  cavalry 
raised  in  the  western  part  of  the  county — and  the  Percy  ten- 
antry w^cre  drilled  there.  School  boys  even  breathed  the 
warlike  s[)irit,  and  abamloning  cunnnon  amusomouts,  their 
games  were;  militiiry — schools  fighting  against  schools  as 
English  and  French.  Happily  tlie  services  of  our  local 
soldiery  were  never  needed  on  the  battle-field — the  tide  of 
foreign  invasion  never  rolled  on  the  Ihitish  shores. 

During  this  war  with  France,  the  demand  for  food  and  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  caused  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  to  range  high  ;  and  as  vacant  farms  on  the  Northum- 
berland estate  were  let  by  tender,  large  rents  were  given 
under  the  artificial  stimulus  by  new  tenants  ;  the  rent 
frequently  was  doubled,  and  in  some  cases  even  quadrupled, 
"When  peace  came  prices  fell,  and  then  followed  agricultural 
distress.  The  duke  at  this  crisis  tried  to  mitigate  the  evil, 
by  a  temporary  reduction  in  the  rents  of  his  tenants  of 
twenty  five  per  cent,  to  enable  them  to  overcome  the  pressure 
of  the  times.      Some   political   economists   deemed    this    a 
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questionable  expedient,  and  contended  that  an  adjust- 
ment of  tlie  rental  to  the  value  of  each  farm  would  have  ,:- 
been  wiser — more  in  the  spirit  of  justice  to  the  tenant  and  i| 
permanently  more  advanta<^eous  to  thv^  landlord.  The  Percy- 
tenantry,  however,  Avere  delighted  with  the  resolution  ;  and 
they  subscribed  liberally  to  erect  a  column  to  perpcttiate  the 
memory  of  such  a  good  deed.  On  tlic  1st  of  July,  ISIG,  the 
fouiulation  stone  of  this  column  was  laid.  It  was  desiuned 
by  David  Stephenson,  and  stands  on  a  gentle  hill  at  the  south 
entrance  of  the  town.  It  is  an  elegant  fluted  column  in  the  '  / 
Doric  style,  rising  to  the  height  of  eighty-five  feet ;  four  lions 
couchant  are  at  the  base  ;  and  above  the  capital,  a  lion  passant 
with  a  stiff  extended  tail — one  of  tlie  crests  of  the  Percys — 
stands  on  a  circular  pedestal.  On  the  east  panel  of  tlie  base 
is  the  following  inscription  : — "  To  Hugh,  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, K.G.,  this  column  is  erected,  dedicated,  and  in- 
scribed by  a  grateful  and  united  tenantry,  yVnno  Domini 
MDCCCXVI." 

The  temporary  expedient,  so. magnificently  memorialised, 
failed  to  restore  prosperity ;  tenants  still  failed,  and  others 
who  could  not  bear  up  under  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  rent, 
gave  up  their  farms  expecting  a  considerable  reduction ;  but 
then  came  forth  the  strange  decree,  that  no  tenant  giving  up 
a  farm  for  a  reduction  should  be  allowed  to  compete  for  it 
again;  and  this  rule,  which  drove  many  industrious  tenants 
from  the  estates,  continued  in  operation  till  the  time  of 
Algernon  the  ft)urth  duke,  who  wisely  struck  it  out  of  the 
Northumberhnul  statute  book. 

A  splendid  hospitality  was  kept  np  by  the  second  duke  of 
Northumberland  at  Alnwick  Castle  ;  he  had  two  "  public 
days"  weekly,  when  gentlemen  both  of  the  town  and  coujitry 
Avere  ex])ected  to  dine  with  him.  Even  some  of  the  tradesmen 
of  Alnwick  and  dissenting  ministers  were  honoured  guests  on 
these  occasions.  There  were,  however,  tolls  to  pay,  in  the 
shape  of  fees  to  the  porter  ami  other  servants  of  the  castle; 
these  being  heavy,  one  tradesman  deemed  it  prudent  to  dine 
at  home.  INIissing  this  humble  friend  from  his  table,  the 
duke  inquired  of  him,  why  he  had  not  appeared  at  the  castle 
on  public  days  ?  "  Too  many  turnpike  gates  my  lord,"  was 
the  pointed  reply.  Promptly  Avas  the  fleecing  by  menials  put 
an  end  to  ;  and  the  economical  tradesman  thenceforth  could 
with  prudence  enjoy  the  ducal  feasts. 

His  grace  died  on  the  10th  of  July,  1817,  aged  seventy-four 
years,  and  Avas  buried  in  AV^estminster  Abbey.     By  his  second 
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wife  he  had  a  numerous  family.  Cliarlotte,  Elizabeth,  Julia, 
Henry  Hotspur,  and  Francis  died  lunnarricd ;  Hugh  and 
Agnes,  twins,  were  born  on  the  SOtli  of  April,  1785  ;  Amelia, 
born  on  the  1st  February,  1789,  married  Lord  James  Muriay, 
second  son  of  the  duke  of  Atliol ;  and  Algernon  Avas  born 
on  the  15tli  December,  1797. 

HUan,  THIED  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

There  is  little  of  general  interest  in  the  life  of  this  baron  of 
Alnwick.  When  Lord  Percy,  he,  in  1807,  appeared  as  com- 
petitor for  the  representation  of  the  county  of  Noi  thamberland 
in  op])Osition  to  the  distinguished  statesman  Charles  Grey, 
and  succeeded  in  depriving  him  of  tlie  seat  he  had  occujiied 
for  many  yeai-s. 

Before  his  father's  death,  liOrd  Percy  was  raised  to  the  peer- 
age in  18L^,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Percy.  After  his  accession 
to  the  dukedom  in  1817,  he  was  made  lord  lieutenant  and 
custos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;  he  was  elected 
chancellor  of  the  University  of  Cambriclgo,  and  in  1819  was 
admitted  knight  of  the  Garter.  In  I'^'Zb  lie  rejjrescnted  his 
sovereign  at  the  coronation  of  Charles  XII.  at  Paris,  and  iu 
the  years  1829  and  1830,  during  the  duke  of  AV^ellington's 
administration,  he  was  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  iu  both 
otlices  lie  sustained  the  dignity  of  llie  crown;  and  in  Ireland 
especially,  his  liberal  charities  and  encouragement  of  Irish 
inanufaetures  gained  him  popularity  among  tlic  Irish  pci)]>le. 
One  of  the  old  J'lnglish  customs  was  observed  for  the  last  time 
in  Ahnvick,  wluui  this  duke  and  his  bride  made  their  i)ublic 
entry  into  the  town  on  the  '20th  June,  1818.  About  live 
hundred  of  his  tenantry  on  horseback  met  them  at  Felton, 
and  escorted  them  to  Alnwick,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  An 
ox  was  roasted  whole  in  the  market  place.  I  recollect  the 
scene  ;  a  grand  day  it  was  for  the  populace,  especially  for  boys, 
Avho  eagerly  watched  the  cooking  process,  as  inen  at  both  ends 
of  the  .s})it  tinned  round  the  ox  over  a  fire.  AVhen  roasted 
it  was  cut  up  on  an  elevated  stage ;  and  then  began  the  fun. 
Crowds  of  people  assembled  in  the  ^Market  Place  ;  and  amongst 
them  were  thrown  pieces  of  roasted  beef.  There  "vvas  wild 
scrambling  to  catch  the  meat,  and  no  little  lighting  for 
possession  of  the  prize.  Ale  too  was  plentifully  distributed 
among  the  populace,  which  helped  to  increase  the  uproar. 
We  are  perhaps  Aviser  now,  but  not  quite  so  jolly  in  our 
public  rejoicings. 
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This  duke  resided  more  at  Alnwick  Castle  than  his  pre- 
decessors ;  his  style  of  living  was  stately  and  magnificent,  but 
somewhat  exclusive,  having  more  of  the  courtly  formality  of 
a  petty  German  prince,  than  the  social  freedom  of  an  Anglo- 
Norman  nohleman.  Ilis  treatment  of  the  town  cannot  be 
eulogised  as  enlightened  and  liberal ;  the  ])olicy  of  the  first  duke 
was  extended;  old  pathways  and  roads  were  blocked  up; 
and  there  are  still  bitter  remembrances  of  crushing  power 
brought  to  bear  on  independent-minded  men.  He  procured  an 
improvement  act  for  the  town  ;  but  through  his  influence,  Aln- 
wick was  struck  out  of  the  Corporation  lleform  liill,  and  was 
thus  prevented  from  enjoying,  along  with  other  towns,  the  pri- 
vilege of  self-goveinment ;  and  tlirough  his  poAverful  influence 
too,  ihe  main  trunk  line  of  the  North  Ivastern  liailway  was  kept 
at  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  the  town.  And  yet  this  duke 
was  an  amiable  man,  benevolent  and  generous  in  his  nature  ; 
his  charities  were  profuse,  and  evinced  kindness  of  heart  and 
a  Avish  to  lessen  the  miseries  of  poverty.  His  last  great 
charitable  work  was  the  building,  and  partial  endowment  of 
Saint  Paul's  Church  in  Ahrwick  ;  ho  lived  not,  however,  to 
complete  the  whole  of  his  intended  arrangements. 

His  giace,  the  owner  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
acres  died  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  all  alone,  and  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed  in  Alnwick  Castle,  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th  of  February,  1847,  aged  sixty-one  years.  There  Avere 
stately  processions  Avhen  his  cor])se  was  removed  from  Alnwick, 
and  when  it  A\as  interred  in  the  family  vault  in  A\'estminstcr 
Abbey.  He  was  nrarried  on  the  t^'Jth  of  April,  1817,  to  Char- 
lotte Florentia,  youngest  daughter  of  tlie  earl  of  Powis,  son 
of  Robert  Clive,  the  successful  soldier,  Avho  in  India  won  his 
way  to  Avealth  and  rank  ;  but  by  his  "wife,  who  still  survives, 
he  left  no  issue. 

ALGERNON,  TOUETH  DUKE  OF  NOTHUMBEELAND. 

I>ord  Prudhoe,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  succeeded  to 
his  estates  aiul  hereditary  honours.  Some  dignities  enjoyed 
by  the  third  duke  were  not  conferred  on  liis  successor  ;  Earl 
Crrey  was  ap[)ointed  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  North- 
umberland and  of  the  toAvn  and  county  of  Newcastle,  and 
Prince  Albert  was  elected  chancellor  of  Cambridge. 

Algernon  Percy  was  born  on  December  15th,  170'^,  and 
was  educated  at  Eton.  At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he 
entered   the  navy,  as  a  midshipman  on  board   the  Tribune 
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frigate.  This  country  being  then  at  war  with  the  colossal 
power  of  France,  tlie  young  sailor  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  real  service  ;  he  was  actively  employed  on  the  coast  of 
Catalonia  in  1809;  and  in  1810  he  comrnanded  a  gun  boat 
in  co-operation  with  the  patriots  on  the  coast  of  Andalusia. 
lie,  of  course,  rose  rapidly  in  the  service,  received  liis  com- 
mission of  lieutenant  on  February  1st,  1812;  became  com- 
mander on  March  8th,  1814,  and  post  captain  on  March  19th, 
1815.  In  the  action  with  the  French  fleet  ofFToulon  in  1813, 
he  was  acting  captain  of  the  Caledonia ;  and  in  1814  he  was 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  Genoa.  The  f^iU  of  Najjoleon  the 
first  bringing  peace  to  Europe,  Algernon  Percy  retired  from 
active  service.  He  was  raised  to  the  peerage  on  November 
26th,  1816,  as  Baron  Prudhoe,  of  Pnulhoe  Castle. 

After  leaving  the  navy  he  spent  several  years  in  travclhng, 
chiefly  in  eastern  countries,  in  Turkey,  in  the  Holy  Land,  in 
Nubia,  and  in  Egypt.  Not  only  did  he  study  the  manners 
and  habits  of  these  eastern  nations  and  collect  relics  illustrative 
of  their  ancient  history,  but  he  encouraged  and  liberally  aided 
learned  men  in  their  researches.  With  >Sir  Gardner  Wilkinson, 
one  of  the  most  eminent  of  scholars  and  arclucologists,  he  spent 
some  years  investigating  the  remains  of  the  Egyptian  kings. 
With  the  Arabic  language  he  made  himself  acquainted  ;  and 
||  so  interested  was  he  in  its  study,  that  he  munificently  aided 

■|  Lane,  the  translator  of"  The  Arabian  Nights  ICntertainmcnt," 

I  to  prodiice  an  Arabic  Dictionary,  which  is  still  in  course  of 

publication.    The  manuscripts, coins,  and  part  of  the  Egyptian 
relics  collected  by  him,  he  presented  to  pnlilic  museums  ;  but 
I  many  of  his  Egyptian  antiquities  are  arranged  in  one  of  the 

i  towers  of  Ahnvick  Castle. 

Wliile  still  Lord  Prudhoe,  he  was  married  on  August  3oth, 
1842,  to  Lady  Eleanor  Grosvenor,  daughter  of  tlie  second 
marquis  of  Westminster.     IIapi)y  for  botli  was  this  union  ! 
*  Amiable    and  accomplished,  this"  illustrious  lady  tilled  her 

high  station  with  dignity  and  grace;  she  co-operated  with 
her  noble  consort  in  all  his  generous  schemes,  and  by  her 
loving  care  ami  attention  cheered  and  solaced  his  declinin<^ 
years.  A  great  gathering  of  the  people  of  Alnwick  celebrated 
this  union  by  a  public  dinner,  which  was  })residcd  over  by 
AVilliam  Burrell,  Esq.,  of  Hroom  Park. 

Once  only,  and  for  a  brief  jieriod,  the  duke  entered  into 
public  otHce,  as  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  when  Earl  Derby 
in  1852  formed  a  conservative  administration.  In  the  same 
year   he  was  made  knight  of  the  garter.     He  bid  adieu  to 
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official  life,  on  the  resigjnation  of  the  Derby  cabinet ;  and 
though  subsequently  solicited  to  join  a  conservative  ministry, 
he  never  again  would  enter  into  public  office,  influenced 
probably  in  this  determination,  by  the  annoyance  occasioned 
by  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into  tlie  abuse  of  admiralty 
patronage,  in  rewarding  dock-yard  workmen  who  had  voted 
for  conservative  candidates.  Still,  however,  he  continued  to 
su])port  the  conservative  party  with  all  his  great  territorial 
influence,  in  accordance  with  the  traditions  and  usages  of  his 
family.  More  congenial  occupation  he  found  in  tbe  improve- 
ment of  his  estates,  in  restoring  his  great  castle,  in  building 
churches,  in  aiding  antiquarian  researches,  and  in  attending 
to  those  duties  wliich  devolve  on  the  owner  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  broad  acres. 

When  the  duke  entered,  in  1847,  into  the  possession  of  the 
family  estates,  their  condition  was  far  from  being  satisfactory, 
due  partly  to  traditional  modes  of  management ;  many 
farm  steadings  were  shabby  and  out  of  repair  ;  much  of  the 
land  was  undrained ;  the  cultivation  of  many  of  the  farms 
was  behind  the  age ;  and  the  cottages,  the  houses  of  the 
agricultural  labourers,  were  in  a  miserable  condition. 

The  changed  circumstances  of  the  times,  arising  partly  out 
of  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  had  awakened  owners  of 
projjcrty  to  a  sense  of  their  obligations  and  duties.  Several 
landlords  had  entered  on  the  career  of  improvement ;  and 
Earl  Grey,  especially,  had  set  a  good  example  in  draining  his 
estates,  and  replacing  the  wretched  cottages,  by  others  in 
Avbicli  tbere  were  not  only  enlarged  accommodation  and  more 
comfort,  but  a  regard  to  sanitary  conditions.  The  third 
duke  of  Northumberland  had  followed,  but  timidly,  this 
course;  and  some  draining  had  been  done,  some  cottages 
repaired,  and  other  agricultural  improvements  commenced. 
Algernon,  however,  was  a  bolder  man  and  more  impressed  by 
the  character  of  the  times.  He  yearly  devoted  large  sums  to 
the  drainage  of  his  estate,  the  renovation  of  his  farm-steads, 
and  the  improvement  of  his  cottages.  How  much,  during  the 
eighteen  years  he  held  the  duked(jm,  he  spent  on  these  objects 
I-'  cannot  certainly  say  ;  the  amount  by  some  is  estimated  at 
half  a  million  of  pounds,  which  Avould  be  about  £;28,000 
annually.  During  tlie  last  six  years  of  his  life  the  expenditure 
is  stated  to  liave  been— in  1859,  £10,089 ;  1860,  £13,887  ; 
1861,  £18,473;  1863,  £19,282;  1863,  £12,555;  1864, 
£13,473,  making  a  total  of  £87,739,  or  an  average  yearly  of 
£14,627.     During  the  whole  period,  I  understand  £40,000 
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have  been  spent  in  tlie  improvement,  of  cottages.  These  are 
large  sums ;  not  larger,  however,  than  what  was  required, 
nor  larger  proportionally,  than  has  been  spent  on  other  estates. 
They  apply  to  163,000  acres  of  land,  or  about  the  one  seventh 
part  of  Northumberland.  Wise  measures  like  these,  however, 
produce  good  to  tlie  farmer,  avIio,  when  the  owner  does  his 
duty  has  no  excuse  for  unskilful  or  slothful  management ;  to 
the  community  by  the  increased  ])roduction  of  food ;  and  to 
the  owner  in  the  increased  value  of  liis  lands,  and  in  the  per 
centage  received  from  tlie  tenant  on  the  capital  ex])ended. 

But  while  the  duke  Avas  thus  vigorously  improving  his 
estates,  he  felt  himself  responsible  in  the  use  of  the  great 
powers  witli.  which  he  was  entrusted,  to  give  direction  and 
help  to  religious,  educational  and  charitable  institutions  on  liis 
estates.  lie  liberally  supported  schools,  and  was  notable  in 
building  and  endowing  churches,  in  which  he  is  said  to 
have  spent  about  £40,000. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  retained  a  warm  attach- 
ment to  liis  own  profession  ;  he  felt  for  those  who  brave  the 
perils  of  the  deep.  At  the  exhibition  in  1851,  he  offered  a 
premium  for  the  best  model  of  a  lifeboat ;  he  supplied  some 
stations  on  the  coasts  with  lifeboats,  constructed  according  to 
the  most  approved  model ;  and  sought  to  diffuse  information 
on  this  subject,  by  distributing  the  report  of  the  board  who 
examined  and  adjudicated  on  the  models.  To  save  mariners 
from  dangers  on  the  shore,  greater  indeed,  than  they  en- 
counter at  sea,  he  built,  at  the  cost  of  £8,000  "The  Sailors' 
Home,"  at  North  Shields,  in  which  provision  is  made  both 
for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  wants  of  the  inmates. 

His  travels  in  the  east  imbued  him  with  a  taste  for  anti- 
quarian researches,  which  remained  with  him  till  the  close  of 
his  life  ;  and  soon  after  he  became  duke,  he  dircft(Ml  attention 
to  the  ex])loration  of  the  antiquities  of  the  iiortji  of  England. 
At  his  expense,  surveys  were  nuide  of  the  Koman  Wall,  of 
Roman  roads,  and  of  ancient  camps  in  the  north,  and 
researches  by  excavations  into  Roman  camps,  and  into  ancient 
British  strongholds  and  sepulchres  in  Northumberland. 

The  great  work  of  his  life,  however,  was  the  restoration  of 
Alnwick  Castle  ;  and  in  this  he  followed  the  example  of  his 
grandfather,  Avho,  a  century  before,  reconstructed  and  to  a 
considerable  extent  rebuilt  the  old  Percy  castle,  in  the  pseudo 
Gothic  style  of  his  age  ;  a  style  offensive  to  the  taste  of  the 
present  generation  of  critics.  Ten  years  had  Algernon,  duke 
of  Northumberland  spent  in  this  work,  which  was  nearly 
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completed,  when  he  died.  Successful  generally  has  heen  the 
restoration  of  the  exterior,  which  recalls  the  memories  of  bye- 
past  times,  and  which  an  old  Percy,  Avere  he  again  to  re-appear, 
might  recognise  as  the  brave  old  fortress,  where  he  had  occa- 
sionally resided  and  trained  his  vassals;  he  would,  however, 
be  lost  when  he  entered  within,  and  gazed  on  the  elaborate 
Italian  carved  wood  work,  blazing  with  gold  and  gay  with 
colouring.  Yet  these  rooms,  thus  adorned,  impress  beholders 
by  their  richness  and  magnificence.  The  cost  of  these 
restorations  has  been  estimated  at  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds. 

Generally,  the  duke  acted  with  wisdom  and  generosity  to  the  4 

town.  His  parks  were  open  to  the  public  two  days  a  week, 
and  his  gardens  part,  of  another  day.  lie  aided  the  Board  of 
Health  to  carry  out  schemes  for  improving  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  town;  and  this  was  fortunate,  for  witliout  his 
hearty  co-operation  the  work  would  have  been  diiiicult,  as 
much  of  the  land  in  the  district  belonged  to  him.  His 
appreciation  of  sanitary  appliances  was  shewn,  in  bringing, 
sometimes  from  a  considerable  distance,  pure  water  into 
several  villages  on  his  estate.  In  some  matters  he  was 
influenced  by  the  prejudices  of  his  order,  so  that  the  treatment 
of  the  railway  question  was  scarcely  in  accordance  with  liis 
general  character,  and  more  like  what  might  have  l)een  ex- 
pected from  his  less  liberal-minded  predecessor.  North uni- 
l)erland  is  far  behind  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  in 
railway  acconnnodation  ;  there  is  no  railway  in  the  county 
westward  of  Alnwick,  and  all  the  distance  from  Alnwick  to 
the  Border  has  to  be  traversed  by  the  slow  means  of  a  former 
age.  A  railroad  through  that  district  is  a  necessity  of  the 
times.  Acting  for  the  town,  the  ]3oard  of  Health  attempted 
to  form  a  scheme  for  a  railway  to  pass  from  Alnwick,  through 
Wooler,  and  on  to  the  Border ;  but  their  efforts  f\nled,  chiefly 
because  the  duke  Avas  hostile  to  a  railway  passing  up  the  valley 
of  the  Aln,  inasmiu'h  as  it  Avould  traverse  a  portion  of  Holn 
Park,  though  it  would  not  have  been  nearer  to  his  castle  than 
about  half  a  mile.  Nature  has  there  cut  through  the  great 
hill  betAveen  Alnwick  and  the  Avest,  and  scooped  out  a  line  for 
a  raihvay.  In  consequence  of  this  failure,  a  railway  from 
the  Borders  and  Wooler,  Avill  pass  by  Rothbury  and  onward  to 
Scotch  Gap,  and  thus  divert  an  important  traflic  from  the  town 
of  Alnwick.  Sincehis  death, it  hasbeen  saidon  good  authority 
that  he  Avould  have  agreed  to  a  line  through  the  park  and 
up  the  valley  of  the  Aln,  provided  the  people  of  AluAvick  had 
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mven  up  tlioir  ancient  rights  and  ]n-ivileges  couiioetLHl  Avilli 
the  o'l-eat  north  road  and  tlie  Pasture,  wliich  liad  from  time 
immemorial  been  in  eftect  the  peoj)le's  park.  To  another 
impcn-tant  clianj^-e  in  Ahiwick  he  was,  however,  a  consenting 
party;  he;  a'^reed  to  give  up  a  part  of  his  manorial  chiims 
over  Alnwick  Moor,  on  condition  of  receiving  frojn  tlie  free- 
men two  hnndered  and  fifty  seven  cicres  of  their  land. 

Eighteen  years,  Algernon  enjoyed  the  duk(Hlom;  but  in 
the  latter  period  of  his  life  he  \vas  sadly  afflicted  by  gout. 
While  the  country  around  was  covered  with  snow,  he  fell  a 
victim  to  this  disease,  and  died  on  Sunday  morning,  February 
1:2th,  18G5,  at  Alnwick  Castle. 

Though  the  duke  had  passed  beyond  the  three  score  and 
ten  allotted  to  man,  we  cannot  but  feel  sorrowful,  that  he 
should  have  been  taken  away  before  he  had  completed  the 
Avorks  he  had  undertaken,  and  enjoyed  something  of  the  fruit 
of  his  anxieties  and  labour.  iNIuch  still  remained  to  be  done  on 
his  estate;:,  to  bring  tlie  cottages  and  dwellings  of  workmen 
into  a  proper  sanitary  condition.  His  great  castle  was  lu'arly 
finished  ;  vet  he  saw  not  the  triunn)hant  eiul  of  his  work. 
So  is  it,  however,  witb  other  actors  in  large  schemes — many 
sow  who  never  reap  ;  yet  it  is  a  blessing  that  we  are  so  con- 
stituted, that  there  is  fre<[uently  more  enjoyment  in  the 
pursuit  of  an  object  than  in  its  ])ossession. 

Deeply  lamented  was  the  death  of  the  duke  in  the  county  ; 
and  it  created  a  sensation  even  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
He  was  known  to  fanu^ ;  for  his  cliaiilabli!  acts,  his  gootl  deeds, 
his  arcbiti'ctural  achievements,  hi^  arcliir'ologii  al  surveys  had 
been  fully  recorded  in  the  clirouiclcs  of  the  day,  as  they  were 
in  progress. 

The  d\ike  liveil  more  at  Alnwick  than  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors ;  he  seemed  attached  to  his  northern  home.  His 
early  life  as  a  sailor,  his  (ixpericnce  as  a  traveller,  and  his 
intercourse  with  learned  and  scientific  men,  had  not  only 
liberalised  his  mind,  but  given  freedom  to  his  manner,  1a»ss 
formal  aiul  stately  than  former  dukes,  he  mingled  more  with 
the  people  on  his  estates,  many  of  whom,  in  conse(iuence,  felt 
towards  him  strong  ])ersonal  attachment.  Yet  had  he  a  ling- 
ering feeling  towards  old  ieudal  tinu\s,  when  the  b.iion  was 
the  chief  among  his  vassals.  Tlie  restored  c:;^'!!'  i.s  a  relh'X  of 
his  mind  ;  there  we  have  a  combination  of  tlie  old  feudal 
fortress  with  the  modern  palace.  Largely  did  he  give  in 
charity,  and  in  support  of  modern  schemes  to  benefit  humanity; 
but  he  gave  as  a  chieftain — the  schemes  were  his  own  or 
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essentially  modified  by  him  ;   and  most  of  them  were  for  the 

districts  over  wliich  he  was  lord,     lie  seemed,  liowever,  to 

regard  himself  as   the    steward   of  a   great    estate,    for  the 

management  of  which  he  was  responsible.     And  this  feeling 

is  spreading  among  the  dominant  families  in  Britain  ;  and  ' 

well  for  thenvselves  it  is  so  ;   for  the  wise  and  generous  use  | 

of  the  great  powers  witli  which  they   are    entrusted,    will  ' 

command  respect,  which  long  lines  of  ancestois,  a  galaxy  \ 

of  heraldry,  or  even  vast  territorial  possessions  would   fail 

to  secure.  -   | 

Ilis  body  lay  in  state  for  two  days  at  Alnwick  Castle  ;  and 
it  Avas  conducted  out  of  the  town,  and  interred  in  Westminster  ♦ 

Abbey  with  stately  ceremonies,  similar  to  those  with  which  ') 

his  brother's  remains  were  honoured. 

The  third  and  fourth  dukes  appear  to  have  been  strongly  i 

inclined  to  maintain  and  extend  the  territorial  greatness  of  * 

their  family.  By  a  settlement  m.ule  in  1817,  wliat  are  called 
the  female  baronies  including  tlie  manors  of  Tynemouth, 
Newburn,  Prudhoe,  and  Barrasford,  worth  it  is  said  about  ' 
£  iOjOOO  yearly,  would  have  passed  to  the  duke  of  Athol ;  but 
his  reversionary  interest  was  purchased,  so  that  the  Northvnn- 
berland  estates  might  descend  without  diminution  to  the 
succeeding  lords.  New  lands  were  also  ])urchased  of  the 
value  of  about  £500,000.  Through  tlie  will  of  Algernon  the 
fourth  duke  and  through  earlier  settlements,  the  wliole  of  the 
vast  possessions  of  the  deceased  duke  became  the  inheritance 
of  tlu^  earl  of  Beverley,  the  heir  to  tlu;  dukedom,  charged 
only  with  the  payment  of  annuities  to  the  dowager  duchess. 
This  will  preseuts  a  contrast  to  tluit  of  the  fourth  earl  of 
Northumberland  ;  for  in  it  are  no  bequests  or  legacies  to  any 
other  branch  of  his  family,  nor  to  any  of  his  friends  or 
servants,  nor  to  public  or  charitable  institutions.  Tlie 
Beverley  estates  do  not,  however,  swell  those  of  the  dukedom  ; 
for  it  was  directed  by  will,  that  if  ever  the  earldom  of 
Beverley  sliouhl  be  united  to  the  dukedom  of  Northumber- 
land, the  Beverley  estates,  worth  about  £12,000  a  year, 
should  go  to  the  next  younger  male  branch  of  tbe  fanrily; 
.and  hence  they  Avoiild  pass  to  a  clergyman,  the  son  of  the  late 
Bishop  Percy  of  Carlisle. 

GEORGE,  FIFTH  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBEELAND. 

Algernon,  the  fourth  duke,  being  the  last  male  descendant 
of  Ilngli,  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  duke,  the  succession  to  the 
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barony  of  Alnwick  and  to  tlie  dukedom  ])assedto  the  descen- 
dant of  Algernon  his  second  son,  Avho  on  the  death  of 
his  father  became  Lord  Lovaine.  On  November  2nd,  1798 
he  was  created  earl  of  Ijeverley,  and  he  died  on  October  21st, 
1830.  George  Percy,  his  son,  then  succeeded  him  as  earl  of 
Beverley  ;  and  on  the  death  of  the  fourth  duke  on  February 
12th,  18G5,  he  became  duke  of  Nortlivnnberhiud.  lie  was 
born  on  June  22ml,  1778,  and  he  married  on  September  2Gth, 
1801,  Louisa,  third  daughter  of  the  lion.  A.  Stuart  Wortley. 
His  eldest  sur\iving  son,  Algernon  George  Percy,  now 
Earl  Percy  and  liOrd  Lovaine,  was  born  May  (jth,  1810;  he, 
in  1845,  married  Louisa  daughter  of  Henry  IJrunnnond  of 
Albury  Park,  Esq.;  they  have  two  sons  Henry  (jcorge  Percy, 
Lord  Warkworth,  born  May  20ih,  1846,  and  Algernon  Mal- 
colm Arthur,  who  was  born  October  2nd,  1851. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 
ALNWICK  CxVSTLE  * 

For  more  than  seven  hundred  siiinraers  the  sun  has  glittered 
upon  th(!  walls  and  towers  of  Alnwick  Castle,  ripening  patches 
of  thc-'ir  masonry   to  an  amber-grey  tint,  and  casting  great 
shadows  in  the  courts  witliin,  without  mucli  change  having 
occurred  to  its  original  configuration.     There  are  still  frag- 
ments existing  of  a  massive  Norman  fabric,  in  positions  which 
prove  that  tlu?  keep  must  have  occupied  the  site  of  that  now 
standing,  and  have  consisted  of  towers  grou[)ed  around  an 
inner  court  as  at  the  present  day,  and  that  the  line  of  circum- 
vallation  must  have  been,  in  some  places  at  least,  identical 
"with  what  we  now  see.     These  remains  are  the  ponderous 
nbb(.'d  archway  leading  into  the  inner  court,  having  a  semi- 
circular arch   !)ft.   2in.  wide ;  at   each  end  enriched  Avith    a 
doxible  row  of  Nornum  zig-zag  ornament,  and  a  label  in  which 
every  stone  forms  a  si])arate  com[)artment  of  diaper  Avork  of 
ditierent  pattevus  ;   and  ])ortions  of  the  curtain  wall,  easily 
distinguishable  by  the  character  of  its  masonry,  each  course 
being  uniform  and  each  stone  being  small,  and  though  ori- 
ginally S([uare,  now  so  much  Avorn  as  to  appear  to  be  almost 
round.     Huried  several  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  soil,  we 
liave  further  evidence  of  the  similarity  of  the  dimensions  of 
the  earliest  structure  witli  the  ])resent,  in  the  low  retaining 
"wall  of  the  Norman  fosse,  Avhich  Avas  uncovered  when  ])re- 
paring  the  foundations  of  the  new  Prudhoe  Tower,  and  was 
observed  to  follow  nearly  the  same  curve  as  Avould  be  required 
to  enclose  the  existing  group  of  buildings.     There  are  castles 
ill  Normandy  having  considerable  resemblance  to  this  cou- 
liguration,  and  occupying  corri'sponding  j)ositions  in  reference 
to  the    culjoining  towns,  sho\\iug  that  although  very  clever 

«     1    am  iiiiUbtid  to   .Mr.    Fied.    K.    \Vilv,on,  arcliiteot,  for  this  description  of 

Alnwick  Ca.stle. 
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iiduptations  \vt!ie  made  to  suit  sitcsiu  ]xuticular  instances,  there 
was  a  general  system  developed  and  pursued  by  the  Norman 
conquerors  in  military  as  in  ecclesiastical  architecture.  The 
town  of('()ucy,  in  the  department  of  Aisne,  occupies  a  position 
with  rct'crence  to  the  castle  of  the  ]iroud  lords  de  Coney, 
curiously  identical  with  that  of  Alnwick  to  the  stronghold  of 
the  De  Vescys. 

The  castle  retains  more  extensive  remains  of  the  additions 
effected  by  the  first  Percy,  lord  of  Alnwick.  He  appears  to 
have  compassed  and  connnenced,  although  he  may  not  have 
lived  to  com])lete,  a  general  scheme  of  converting  the  Norman 
fortress  into  the  more  complicated  stronghold,  demanded  by 
the  improvements  made  in  Edwardian  times  in  the  modes  of 
attack.  He  built  a  new  entrance  between  two  polygonal 
towers,  which  he  additionally  defended  by  a  crenelated  bar- 
bican furnished  with  turrets  at  its  most  advanced  points, 
from  which  the  besieged  could  defend  the  gateway,  a  middle 
gatehouse  dividing  the  area  within  the  c/icei/tfemio  two  wards; 
and  proceeding  along  the  curtain  wall,  ■which  he  may  have 
extended  iij  some  portions,  he  added  parapets  and  i)laced 
strong  towers  at  short  intervals,  each  capable  of  separate  de- 
fence. He  strengthened  the  Norman  entrance  into  tlu;  iinier 
court  of  the  kec]),  by  building  a  three  storied  polygonal  tower 
on  either  side  of  it,  and  rebuilt  some  portions  of  the  keep, 
including  that  length  of  it  which  contains  the  graceful  lancet- 
headed  areaded  draw-well.  ^Vithin  tlie  gateway  towers  one  on 
either  hand,  he  ])roviih'd  two  dungeons  for  prisoners.  These 
are  small  cells  about  ten  fei't  square  lighted  by  "  archiercs," 
entered  by  narrow  passages  through  shoulder  headed  doorways, 
having  gratings  inserted  in  their  floorings,  down  which 
prisoners  were  lowered  to  dark  s\ibterranean  prisons,  nine 
ieet  long  by  eight  feet,  having  no  other  ap])roach.  On  most 
of  the  merlons  of  his  towers  he  placed  stone  ligures  of  warriors 
(whole  and  half  length)  in  the  armour  of  the  period,  in  atti- 
tudes suggestive  of  defence,  to  confuse  assailants  ;  and  that 
they  weie  likely  to  answer  his  purjiose  there  was  e\ idence 
lately, in  the  ditiiculty  of  distingnisliing  these  figures  from  those 
of  the  numerous  Avorknien  who  were  em])loyed  at  the  san.e 
elevations.  In  the  recent  alterations,  the  dining-hall  of  this 
baron,  or  of  his  imnrcdiate  sucessors,  was  discovered  beneath  a 
veil  of  profuse  ornamentation  in  plaster  work,  with  Avhich  it. 
was  modernised  in  the  last  century.  Rather  less  than  half 
across  its  length  the  mark  of  the  dais  was  observable, 
and  at  the  superior  end  there  was  a  curious  recess  which  w^as 
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probably  formed  for  the  drcssoir,  a  piece  of  furniture  now  only 
made  in  common  materials  for  the  array  of  kitchen  wares,  but 
formerly  placed  in  thereception  chamber  for  the  display  of  plate 
and  costly  articles  of  ceramic  ware.  This  recess  was  finished 
with  a  hood  moulding  having  a  lion's  claw  as  a  termination; 
and  by  tlie  side  of  it  was  a  small  niche  with  a  hollowed  shelf  and 
drain  from  it,  like  a  piscina.  As  if  to  enable  us  to  realize 
more  vividly  the  ancient  hall,  the  hooks  were  left  in  the  wall 
by  which  ta])estry  Avas  formerly  suspended  to  cover  the  bare 
ashler  wall-work.  At  one  side  of  the  room,  too,  there  was 
a  door  communicating  with  a  staircase  leading  to  a  floor 
above;  and  at  the  lower  end  was  the  ])rincipal  staircase  of 
approach  to  the  hall  from  the  court.  Unfortunately  it  was 
decided  that  the  ravages  which  time  and  intermediate  altera- 
tions had  made  to  this  inteiesting  chamber,  Avere  too  considera- 
ble to  admit  of  repair ;  and  all  its  leading  features  Avere 
demolished.  The  large  rib-vaulted  chamber  beneath  the  hall 
Avas,  however,  preserved,  and  the  staircase  turret  projecting 
from  the  round  tower  at  one  end  of  the  hall  Avas  rebuilt  stone 
for  stone. 

A  later  lord  of  Ahnvick,  the  son  of  Hotspur,  has  also  left 
indications  of  a  comprehensive  repair  of  the  castle ;  and 
several  buildings  taken  doAvn  in  the  alterations  of  a  century 
ago,  making  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  more  men 
and  horses  than  could  have  been  housed  in  the  first  instance, 
may  have  been  among  his  additions. 

'riie  most  material  transf)rmation,hoAvever,  that  the  castle 
suffered  since  the  first  I'ercy  lord  came  into  possession,  must 
have  been  that  effected  by  the  first  duke  of  Northumberland 
about  a  century  ago.  The  belt  of  towers  and  intermediate 
curtain  Avails  forming  the  keep — Avilh  the  exception  of  that 
containing  the  l^ercy  dining  hall  just  mentioned,  the  poly- 
gonal towers  at  the  entrance  Avith  the  Norman  gatcAvay 
attached  to  them,  and  the  middle  gate-house — Avere  taken 
down  and  rebuilt,  so  as  to  form  one  vast  suite  of  a])artments 
on  the  first  or  principal  floor,  in  Avhich  most  of  the  rooms 
opened  out  of  one  another,  and  Avhich  Avas  approached  by  a 
,  large  fan-slia])ed  staircase  occupying  the  Avhole  of  one  tOAver. 
The  various  isolated  buildings,  amongst  which  Avas  a  cha])el 
in  the  inner  bailey,  Avere  removed  and  the  moats  filled.  The 
stone  figures  on  the  parapets  Avere  multiplied.  Tln-ee  of  the 
tOAvers  on  the  curtain  Avail  Avcre  rebuilt,  and  the  site  of  one 
that  had  fallen  filled  up  by  a  length  of  walling;  and  a  long 
line  of  ncAv  offices  Avas  built  outside  the  so\ithern  portion  of  the 
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line  of  civoxnnvallation.  Where  iii  old  times  a  curtain  wall 
extended  from  the  keep  to  the  middle  gate-house,  to  divide 
the  grouiul  Avithiu  the  enceinte  into  two  wards,  a  wing  of 
buildings  was  erected  Avhich  to  some  extent  made  a  commu- 
nication between  the  keep  and  the  new  liiie  of  offices.  The 
severe  and  irregular  fenestration  of  the  Edwaulian  builders 
was  supplanted  by  tiers  of  larger  Avindow  openings,  of  what 
we  should  now  call  a  theatrical  character ;  the  mediicval 
intention  of  the  building  as  a  fortress,  and  the  capabilities  of 
the  style  being  lost  siglit  of,  in  the  design  of  converting  it  into 
a  modern  nobleman's  mansion.  Tlu^  principal  suite  of  apart- 
ments, consisting  of  saloon,  drawing-room,  dining-room, 
breakfast-room,  library,  chapel,  and  state  bed-chambers,  was 
decorated  in  the  most  profuse  manner  with  plaster  moulding 
and  fan-tracery,  in  imitation  of  the  ornamentation  of  the  most 
florid  period  of  Gothic  architecture.  This  Avas,  however,  the 
fashion  of  the  day ;  and  the  new  Avorks  Avcre  considered 
superb  and  lauded  to  the  skies. 

The  extensive  alterations,  Avhich  have  just  noAv  been  com- 
pleted, Avere  commenced  by  Algernon,  fourth  duke  of  North- 
umberland, in  October,  ISo-f.     The  leading  idea  folloAved  out 
in  their  scheme  Avas  the  external  restoration  of  the  medii~cval 
character  of  the  pile,  combined  Avith  the  erection  of  a  central 
mass  that  was  to  give  additional  height,  size,  and  dignity  to  it. 
This  involved  the  removal  of  the  Avork  effected  in  the  last 
century,  Avliich,  being  of  no  great  interest,  Avas  to  be  supplanted 
by   an  arrangement  embracing,  in  the  interior,  the  artistic 
elegance  of  a  cincpie-cento  lioman  ])alazzo,  Avith  the  various 
luxuries  and  contrivances  demanded  by  the  uineteenth  cen- 
tury   cultivation.       The    idea  of  preserving   the    mediieval 
interest  of  the  structure  Avas  not,  hoAvever,  strictly  carried 
out   in    detail,   as    two   of   the   ancient  tOAvers  on  the  Avail, 
the    Edwardian    Falconer's   and    Armourer's    ToAvers,  Avith 
Norman  curtain  Avails  betAveen,   Avcre  taken  doAvn   to    give 
better  vicAvs  from  the   windows   of  the  ncAv  Prudhoe  Keep 
Tower  ;   as  Ave  have  seen,  the  Percy  Dining  Hall  Avas  not 
preserved ;    every    AvindoAV    the    first    duke    put  in   Avas   re- 
moved ;    and    most    of   the    additional    figures    Avith    Avhich 
he  peopled    the    jiarapets  Avere    taken  down.      The    Italian 
portion    of   the    scheme,    however,   Avas  Avorked    out    in   its 
integrity.     A  congress  held  at  the  castle,  presided  over  by  the 
late  duke,  at    Avhich  the  Roman  antiquary  Commendatore 
Canina,  Signer  Montiroli,  architect,  and  the  English  professors 
of  architecture  Messrs.  Cockcrell  and  Donaldson,  attended, 
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discussod'the  vavious  artistic  difficulties,  including  thoanomalY 
of  a  building  being  externally  English  aiul  internally  Roman. 
The  professors  urged  that  the  walls  of  the  Percy  stronghold 
should  represent  the  deeds  of  the  race,  a  rccoinmendation  that 
has  been  to  some  extent  ado])ted  ;  but  in  other  respects  they 
countenanced  the  general  scheme  ;  and  Professor  ])onaldsou 
undertook  to  bring  this  phase  of  foreign  art,  held  by  the  late 
duke  of  Northumberland  to  be  a  matter  of  naiioiial  importance, 
under  the  notice  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British  Architects. 
Meanwhile,  an  Italian  sculptor  in  wo(k1,  Signor  liulletti,  from 
Florence,  recommended  for  the  work  by  Cardinal  Antonelli, 
commenced,  in  a  studio  fitted  up  for  him  in  the  castle, 
the  work  of  carving  the  profusion  of  Italian  ornament  required 
for  the  proposed  decoration,  and,  assisted  by  a  stalf  of  English 
and  Scottish  carvers,  was  for  several  years  engaged  upon  it. 
The  work  executed  by  them  is  a  niarvel  of  delicacy  and  iinish  ; 
an  excellence  that  is  most  apparent,  ])erhaps,  in  tlie  -ivalnut 
and  pine  wood  carvings  of  the  state  dining-room,  which  are 
not  coloured  and  gilded  like  those  in  other  apartineuts.  Some 
of  the  panels  of  the  Avindow  shutters  in  the  drawing-room 
9ft.  4in.  by  2ft.  oin.,  occupied  one  man  a  year  in  their 
production.  A  second  studio  was  established,  in  which  tlie 
plaster  decorations  of  some  of  the  state  bed-chambers  and 
private  apartments  were  modelled  and  cast ;  and,  besides  this, 
an  evening  drawing  school  was  instituted  by  the  duke,  for  the 
improvement  of  such  of  the  employes  as  chose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  for  a  time  investing  the  (astle  with  much  of  the 
character  of  a  school  of  art.  AVhen  the  progress  of  the  new 
works  was  at  its  height  tliere  were  three  lunulred  artizans 
emidoyed. 

There  were  several  curious  discoveries  made  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  works.  AVhcn  the  fosse  was  excavated,  ])art  of 
the  mediaeval  metal  bit  of  a  horse  was  found,  as  well  as  a 
triple  iron  spiked  claw  intended  to  lame  lun-ses.  And  when 
one  of  the  towers  built  by  the  first  duke  was  taken  down  to 
make  room  for  the  Prudlioe  Towcm-,  a  corked  bhick  glass 
bottle  Avas  found  built  u]i  in  the  inasonry,  containing 
a  piece  of  parchment  on  which  was  Avritten — "This  castle 
was  built  by  Matthew  and  Thomas  ^lills,  master  masons, 
in  the  year  1704."  Besides  the  bottle,  there  were  ])ieces  of 
Norm.an  and  mediaeval  stone  work  built  in — such  as  tlie  lancet 
and  shoulder  heads,  sills,  jaund)s,  mullions,  and  caps  of 
ancient  windows,  lengths  of  moulding,  a  stone  half-lengtli 
figure,  &c.,  proving  that  these  masons  used  up  the  materials 
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of  a  former  structure,  which  it  is  not  improbable  they  had 
pulled  down.  Tlierc  were  also  many  metal  articles  such  as 
an  old  saw,  chisels,  numerous  keys,  several  coins,  and  a 
quantity  of  the  bones  of  animals  found. 

Another  relic  was  discovered  enclosed  in  the  marble  monu- 
mental sarcophagus  erected  in  the  chapel,  to  the  memory  of 
Eliznbeth  duchess  of  Northumberland.  This  was  a  packet  of 
letters  from  her  grace  to  her  husband,  specimens  of  several 
silver  coins,  struck  in  honor  of  the  restoration  of  the  castle 
effected  by  them,  intaglio  portraits  of  both  duke  ami  duchess 
of  the  size  adapted  for  rings  or  seals,  and  some  silver  coinage 
of  the  reign  of  George  If.  The  letters  powdered  away  as  they 
Avere  lifted  up,  mere  fragments  rouraining  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  made  the  discovery  ;  but  all  tlrit  could  be  removed, 
with  the  coins  and  portraits,  were  carefully  preserved. 

The  space  enclosed  by  the  castle  wall  may  be  compared  to 
an  irregular  three  sided  figure,  the  line  of  curtain  being 
broken  by  the  projections  and  recesses  formed  by  the  towers 
and  garrets  upon  it.  Near  the  centre  of  the  northern 
frontage  of  this  rude  triangle  stands  the  belt  of  towers  form- 
ing the  keep,  the  now  Prudhoe  Keep-tower  with  its  flag 
turret  rising  conspicuously  above  the  rest.  From  this  frontage 
the  ground  slopes  rajiidly  down  to  the  plateau  by  the  river's 
edge,  which,  artificially  widened  at  this  point,  flows  placidly 
throtigh  pastures  dappled  Avith  kinc.  The  southern  frontage 
of  the  castle  would  overlook  the  town,  but  for  the  inter- 
vening bloi'ks  of  offices,  and  a  high  mound  recently  thrown 
np  to  excliule  this  view.  l?y  reference  to  Plate  IX.,,  it  will 
bo  seen  that  to  ap})roach  the  state  apartments  it  is  neces- 
sary to  enter  the  castle  at  tlu'  Larbican  and  principal 
gate-house  on  the  west  side,,  and  thence  to  traverse  the  outer 
bailey  in  the  direction  of  the  middle  gate-house,  the  gate  of 
which  the  visitor  must  also  pass  through,  before  he  finds 
himself  in  sight  of  the  Norman  gateway  leading  into  the 
inner  court,  in  which  is  situated  the  entrance  to  the  keep. 
It  is  impossible  not  to  be  charmed  with  the  old-world  air  of 
all  around;  with  the  grey  ciu'tain  wall  and  its  wind-bleached 
towers  shutting  out  the  world  of  today ;  the  gallant  keep  ;  the 
four  ancient  rib-vaulted  gateways,  one  to  be  traversed  to  gain 
the  other  ;  the  parapets  Avith  square  blue  patches  of  sky  be- 
tween, still  .shoAving  the  bolt  holes  for  the  Avooden  shutters, 
Avith  Avhich  the  square  blue  ]')atches  of  sky  Avere  blocked  out  in 
times  of  peril ;  the  Avorn  figures  looking  doAvn  from  the  tOAvers  ; 
the  masterly,  avc  might  almost  say  loving,  transition  from 
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round,  and  pointed,   and   segmental  arches,    to  round    and  ^i 

pointed andsegmental  arches  again ;  the  long  narrow  arcliieres  ,11 

or  arrow  slits;    the  barbed  cross-bow  slits;  the  portcullises;  H\ 

the  quaint  projections,  here  splayed,  there  corbelled  ;  the  traces 
of  the  houards,  the  wooden  armour  Avith  which  the  castle  was 
girded  for  the  fight ;  the  heraldic  sculptures ;  the  shadowy 
recesses ;  the  old  mellowed  masonry  of  the  Normans  and  the 
grey  stonework  of  the  Edwardian  builders,  albeit  these  latter 
bring  into  unwelcome  relief  the  cold,  hard,  stiff  style  of  the 
Georgian  era,  and  point  out  too  unerringly  the  additions  of  " 

the  last  decade. 

In  the  inner  court  one  of  the  features  in  the  recent  improve- 
ments will  be  observed.  This  is  a  conridor  running  round 
part  of  the  court  on  piers  and  corbels,  formed  to  afford  separate 
access  to  the  state  apartments,  which,  as  Ave  have  mentioned, 
were  formerly  without  this  convenience.  A  large  double 
porch,  the  outer  one  of  Avhich  admits  carriages  so  that  their 
occupants  may  be  set  down  under  cover,  indicates  the  entrance. 
Both  the  outer  and  inner  porch  are  medieval  in  character, 
having  Avrought  stone  semi-circular  arches  and  groinings  Avith 
chamfered  ribs  ;  but  on  passing  through  these  the  visitor  steps 
into  the  interior  of  a  Iloman  palace.  The  scheme  of  the 
Italian  decorations  required  that  the  entrance  should  be 
treated  Avith  simplicity,  and  a  gradual  enrichment  take  place 
till  it  culminated  in  the  principal  state  chambers.  Accord- 
ingly, Ave  find  the  Avails  of  the  entrance-hall  to  be  plain 
masonry,  technically  knoAvn  as  dressed  and  rubbed  ashlar  Avork, 
and  the  pavement  to  be  of  the  stone  of  the  county.  An  inner 
hall,  giving  access  to  the  grand  staircase,  shoAvs  the  first  sight 
of  the  gorgeous  ornamentation  Ave  are  gradually  approaching. 
This  chamber  is  somcAvhat  richer  than  the  last,  the  Avails  and 
ceilings  being  panelled. 

The  staircase  is  a  fine  feature  in  the  interior.  Each  step 
is  Avrought  of  clear  Avhite  llothbury  stone  and  is  tAvclve  feet 
long  ;  and  the  landing  stage  is  in  one  stone  twelve  feet  square. 
The  Avails  arc  also  panelled  Avith  marbles  and  stuccoes,  and 
the  ceiling  is  vaulted  in  stucco  Avork  and  picked  out  Avith 
cream  tints  and  gold.  The  staircase  terminates  in  a  sort  of 
loggia,  a  vestibule  thirty  feet  square,  of  Avhich  one  side  con- 
sists of  an  open  arcade  looking  doAvn  upon  the  staircase. 
This  is  called  the  Guard  Chamber.  The  flooring  is  composed 
of  a  Venetian  mosaic  pavement  of  small  pieces  of  variegated 
marbles,  and  the  ceiling  is  panelled  ;  and  in  the  deep  frieze 
are  subjects  connected  Avith  Chevy  Chase  painted  by  PIcrr 
Gotzenberg. 
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From  this  thorouglily  Rapliaelesque  apartment  depart 
conidors  right  and  left,  in  which  the  chapel,  state  bed- 
chambers, and  private  apartments  are  situated ;  it  also 
affords  access  to  a  gorgeous  ante-room  twenty  two  feet  square, 
the  ceiling  of  which,  panelled  into  a  large  octagon  centre-piece, 
is  elaborately  carved  in  wood  and  resplendent  with  gold  and 
colour.  On  the  left  hand  of  this  chamber  is  the  gi'cat  library 
which  is  within  the  walls  of  the  new  Prudhoe  Tower ;  and 
on  the  right  the  saloon,  drawing-room,  and  dining-room. 
It  may,  thus,  be  briefly  stated  that  there  are  on  this  floor 
two  staircases  besides  the  grand  staircase,  eighteen  chambers, 
besides  the  gallery  of  the  chapel,  ten  of  whicli  are  in  the  ring 
of  towers  composing  the  keep,  one  over  the  Norman  gateway, 
two  in  the  polygonal  towers  adjoining,  and  five  in  a  wing  of 
building  connecting  the  keep  with  the  middle  gate-house  and 
the  range  of  kitchen  ofliccs,  the  site  of  which  was,  in  old 
times,  occupied  by  a  length  of  curtain  wall.  The  ceilings  of  five 
of  these  apartments  aie  superbly  cawed,  coloured,  and  gilded; 
a  sixth  is  carved  but  nncoloured  ;  eight  present  Italian  designs 
in  plaster- work  ;  and  another,  now  called  the  breakfast-room, 
retains  the  decorations  of  a  century  ago. 

The  library  is  a  large  oblong  apartment  fifty  four  feet  long 
by  twenty  four  feet  wide,  having  a  bay  in  the  centre  at  right 
angles  with  it,  twenty  four  feet  wide  by  sixteen  feet  long,  thus 
following  the  contour  of  tlie  Prudlioe  Tower.  This  form 
admits  of  the  division  of  the  coiling,  by  means  of  panelled 
beams,  into  four  large  square  compartments,  three  of  which 
are  in  the  principal  part  of  the  chamber,  and  the  fourth  in 
the  large  bay  or  recess  mentioned.  In  the  centre  of  each  of 
these  compartments  is  an  octagonal  coffered  panel,  having  a 
<?arved  device  allegorical  of  the  arts  and  sciences  relieved 
boldly  from  it.  The  same  set  of  colours  exquisitely  toned  by 
subtle  mixtures,  is  used  throughout  the  decorations  with  a 
most  harmonious  result,  a  variety  being  obtained  by  a  promi- 
nence given  to  different  tints  in  each  chamber.  Thus  in  the 
library,  though  there  are  many  positive  as  well  as  neutral 
colours  used,  there  is  an  impression  made  on  the  eye  of  the 
predominance  of  a  subdued  blue  as  a  background  for  the 
gilded  carvings.  Two  tiers  of  book-cases  lining  the  Avails, 
the  light  gallery  running  along  the  upper  one  being 
approached  by  a  staircase  in  the  thickness  of  one  of  the  walls, 
and  three  fire-places  of  coloured  marble,  give  an  air  of  a  literary 
sanctuary,  at  once  suggestive  of  quiet,  repose,  and  luxurious 
comfort. 
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The  saloon  is  of  a  different  form  to  the  library,  and  of  some- 
•\vhat  smaller  extent,  heinglbrty-two  feet  long  by  twenty-two 
Avide ;  the  bay  which  occui)ies  one  of  the  circular  towers  is 
finished  internally  to  the  form  of  a  semi-octagon,  having 
canted  angles  at  the  points  of  contact  with  the  main  portions 
of  tlie  chamber,  making  the  room  here  thirty-six  feet  broad. 
The  ceiling,  friezes,  chimney-pieces,  window  shutters,  doors, 
and  dados  of  this  apartment  present  fiirtlier  specimens  of  the 
sumptuonsness  of  cinque-cento  decorations.  Carmine  and 
ultra-marine  are  the  predominant  tints  in  the  ceiling,  although, 
as  we  before  mentioned,  all  the  other  coloius  throiighout  the 
ornamentation  arc  ])rcsent.  The  design  was  suggested  by 
decorations  in  St.  Peter's,  Rome.  The  chimney-piece  was 
executed  in  the  eternal  city.  Two  caryatides  representing 
Koman  slaves  executed  by  Signor  Nucci,  support  the  corniced 
shelf,  A  deep  frit^ze,  painted  on  canvas  by  Signor  INIantovani, 
runs  round  the  room  between  the  cornice  anil  the  architrave, 
and  at  the  base  of  the  walls  is  a  walnut  and  maple  inlaid 
skirting  or  dado,  three  feet  high. 

In  the  drawing-room  ceiling  the  gilded  carvings  are  seen 
against  a  gorgeous,  and,  at  the  same  time,  harmonious  back- 
ground, in  whicli  orange  aiul  green  are  used  on  larger  surfaces 
than  the  other  colours.  The  shelf  of  the  Avhite  Carrara  marble 
chimney-piece  in  this  room,  also  of  lloman  Avorkinanship,  is 
sup])orted  on  either  side  of  the  fire-place  by  a  female  iigure 
copied  from  the  antique  cane]diora\  The  frieze,  like  that  in 
the  saloon,  is  of  a  design  consisting  of  nude  boys  and  festooned 
conventional  oriuiments,  but  it  diti'ers  from  it  more  markedly 
in  the  colour  of  the  back-ground — that  in  the  saloon  being  of 
a  deep  red — this  of  an  nltra-nuirineblue  colour.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  friezes  by  Giiilio  Ivomano  in  the  connnendante's 
apartments  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  have  furni.->lied  the 
theme  of  these.  The  form  of  this  room  is  polygonal  ter- 
minating in  a  semi-octagon  at  each  end,  and  ha\ing  a  semi- 
octagon  ])rojecting  from  the  centre  of  one  of  its  sides,  and  it 
is  forty-six  feet  long  l)y  thirty-four  feet  wid(!  at  its  broadest 
])oint.  The  Avail  damasks  and  the  rich  carpet&  were  designed 
in  jeferencc  to  their  .several  destinations, 

'J'he  dining  room,  sixty-feet  long  by  twenty-foin-  feet  broad 
and  about  twenty-four  feet  high,  covers  part  of  the  site  of  the 
ancient  hall  and  extends  beyond  it.  It  is  of  a  rectangular 
form  having  a  projection,  within  the  contour  of  the 
round  tower  at  one  end  of  it,  which  forms  a  conve- 
nient  recess  in  the  service  of  a  state  dinner.     The  marble 
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chimney-piece  in  this  room  is  a  large  and  splendid  work 
of  the  sculi)tor's  art,  displaying  the  arms  of  the  late  duke  and 
duchess  Eleanor  in  the  centre  of  the  frieze,  and  is  supported 
on  one  side  hy  the  figure  of  a  fawn  and  on  the  other  by  a  bac- 
chante. The  coffered  ceiling — the  design  of  which  is  taken 
from  one  existing  in  the  basilica  of  San  Lorenzo,  outside  tho 
walls  of  Home — the  cornice,  frieze,  and  architrave  are  all  in  rich 
pine  wood  carvings  and  mouldings,  with  cedar  panels  for  the 
back  ground  left  in  the  natural  colour  of  tlie  wood  employed. 
The  dado  is  in  walnut  with  very  richly  and  minutely  carNcd 
panels.  The  room  adjoining  this  truly  ducal  apartment  is 
the  breakfast  room,  the  sole  relic  of  the  works  so  much  ap- 
plauded in  the  days  of  Horace  Walpole,  Beckford,  Batty, 
Langley,  and  their  contemporaries. 

The  chapel  is  of  considerable  interest.  It  was  here  that, 
during  the  progress  of  the  works,  English  and  Italian  art  met 
face  to  face  with  all  likelihood  of  being  dithcult  to  reconcile. 
We  have  seen  that  the  mediaeval  character  of  the  building 
■was  left  behind  as  the  visitor  passed  through  the  porch;  but 
here,  in  the  stone-groined  roof  and  lancet  AvindoAvs  it  came 
into  close  contact.  It  Avas  resolved,  hoAvever,  to  employ 
Italian  art  in  medieval  decorations,  and  accordingly  it  Avill 
be  perceived  that  the  compartments  in  the  fascie,  at  the  base 
of  the  windows,  are  similar  in  character  to  some  of  the  most 
valiuable  specimens  of  o/;i^s  Alexandrum — foreign  mosaic  Avork 
placed  by  early  abbots  round  the  shrine  of  Edward  the  Con- 
lessor,  in  Westminster  Abbey.  The  Chapel  is  oblong  with  a 
semi-octagonal  apsidal  end.  The  ground  iloor,  devoted  to 
the  seats  for  domestics,  measures  thirty-tAvo  feet  by  eighteen 
feet.  It  is  lighted  by  five  lancet  Avindows.  The  gallery, 
intended  for  the  ducal  family  aiul  their  guests,  is  on  a  level 
Avith  the  floor  of  the  state  apartments,  and  being  reee-s.  J  back 
Avith  a  continuation  of  the  groined  roof,  the  toial  length  is 
increased  to  I'orty- six  feet. 

Proceeding  along  the  corridor  on  this  side  of  the  vestibule, 
after  passing  one  of  the  smaller  staircases,  Ave  come  to  the  set 
of  state  bed-rooms  and  dressing-rooms,  and  the  siiite  of  pri- 
vate apartments  of  the  ducal  OAvners.  Each  of  the  state 
bed-chambers  occujjies  a  semi-circular  toAVcr  measuring  tAventy 
seven  feet  in  length  and  eighteen  feet  in  Avidth  respectively, 
and  is  provided  Avith  an  exquisitely  finished  dressing-room ; 
the  first  of  Avhieh  is  hexagonal  in  form  and  the  second  octa- 
gonal, subject,  however,  to  the  exigencies  of  the  external 
form,  Avhicli  causes  it  to  assume  a  rectangular  ibrm  at  one  end 
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beyond  the  boundary  of  the  octagonal  panelling  of  the  ceilin? 
All  these  chambers  are  luxuriously  fitted  and  furnished 

Continuing  our  route  past  a  second  best  staircase,  affording 

convenient  access  from  this  part  of  the  castle  to  the  courl 

below,  and  m  the  wing  extending  from  the  keep  over  the 

middle  gateway  to  the  block  of  offices,  we  come  to  an  ele^aiU 

apart.nent   called    the   duchess's   boudoir.      This   measure 

twenty-four  feet  in  length  by  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  except 

vhere  an  obtuse  triangular  recess  increases  the  breadth   to 

wonty-six  feet.    It  has  a  carved  pine-wood  flat  coffered  ceiling, 

oloured  and  gilded  like  those  in  the  state  apartments,  the 

design  of  which  was  taken  from  the  Camera  Borgia  in  the 

\  atican      This  room  in  its  artistic  sumptuousness  of  chimnev- 

pioce,  damasks,  dados,  doors,  carpets,  and  fittings,  mi-^ht  be 

compared  to  a  casket  of  jewels,  m  which  every  Article  has 

been  considered  with  reference  to  its  close  association  with 

the  rank  of  its  owner.     Adjoining  it  is  the  duchess's  dressing- 

oom,  twenty  feet  by  seventeen  feet,  scarcely  less  elegant  fn 

Its  general  effect ;  and  beyond  this,  again,  is  the  family  bed- 

i"r\lff'l  7'"^^'  ^''-  ''!"''"'  opening  on  the  other  side 
.to  the  duke  s  di-essing-room,  twenty  feet  by  eighteen  feet, 
winch  in  Its  turn  has  communication  Avith  the  duke's  sittin^^- 
loom,  twenty-two  feet  by  twenty  feet.  The  consummate 
manner  in  Avhich  the  various  irregular  forms  of  the  different 
chambers,  not  two  of  which  are  alike,  have  been  blended  into 
the  separate  designs  for  the  superb  ceilings,  all  geometrical 
Hi  th,>ir  genera  c-haracter,  is  as  remarkable  as  their  exquisite 
Y>l'>uring.  All  these  chambers  have  been  treated  as  works  of 
(lecoiative  art,  forming  part  of  the  scheme  of  a  Roman  palatial 
interior,  and  are  well  worthy  of  study. 

The  fenestration  requires  a  word  of  explanation  The  ex- 
ternally cusped  and  arched  windows,  wliich  light  the  -rand 
staircase  from  the  inner  court,  are  transformed  uithin  to  a 
laoie  Italian  character,  having  semi-circular  heads.  The 
iibvary,  saloon,  drawing-room,  and  dining-room  windows,  are 
also  altered  Avithm  to  hamionize  with  the  cinque  cento  decora- 
tions Ihose  of  the  chambers  south  of  the  Prudhoe  Tower 
arc,  hoAvever,  all  left  cusped  or  shoulder  headed  or  lancet 
headed  as  the  c.ise  may  be.  The  state  bed-chambers  are 
furnished  with  double  frames  and  glazing,  the  outer  frame 
U()ik  beingof  copper— the  inner  of  oak. 

The  Prudhoe  Tower  has  two  chamber  floors  above  these 
npartmenls,  Avhich  contain  additional  suites  of  bed-rooms  and 
dressing-rooms  funiished  with  every  sanitary  appliance;  and 
m  the  flag  tower  there  is  an  altitude  of  two  more  chambers 
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The  grand  staircase  and  that  portion  of  the  corridors  in  the 
neighhourliood  of  the  cliief  state  a])artments  are  -warmed  by 
a  hot  apparatus  by  Price  and  Co.,  ])Uiccd  in  the  basement  of 
the  Prudhoe  Tower.  Further  along  towaids  the  private  apart- 
ments a  gill  stove  by  Stuart  and  Smith,  of  Sheffield,  is  placed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  second  entrance  staircase,  the  heat  from 
which  ascends  and  warms  that  portion  of  it.  A  fourth  con- 
trivance, consisting  of  pipes  heated  by  st(;am,  proceeds  from 
the  kitchens  and  heats  the  corridor  communicating  with  the 
family  suite  of  apartments. 

On  the  ground  floor,  on  a  level  with  the  entrance  hall, 
are  the  various  chambers  required  by  the  principal  domestics 
of  the  household,  properly  classified,  viz. ;  the  room  for  footmen 
I,.'  in  waiting,  under  the  saloon  contiguous  to  the  main  entrance  ; 

||  the  housekeeper's-room,  the  walls  of  which  are  lined  Avith 

1^;  oak  presses  for  linen  ;  the  still-room,  fitted  with  all  the  latest 

II  culinary  contrivances;  and  the  housemaid's-room,all  en  suite 

i;|  under  the  great  library  in  the  Prudhoe  Tower  ;  the  groom  of 

i;i<-  the  chambers'  rooms  ;    the  comptroller    of  the   household's 

r  rooms  ;  bath-room,  lamp-room,  brushing-rooms,  and  footmen's 

4  rooms.      Here,  too,  arranged  -with  special  reference  to  the 

r'  service  of  the  dinner,  are  the  butler's  pantries,  consisting  of 

I  plate-closet,  and  glass   and  plate-pantries.       These  are  im- 

mediately below  the  drawing-room,  and  consequently  adjoin- 
ing the  large  vaulted  chamber  below  the  present  dining-room, 
Avhich  is  now  used  as  wine  cellars  and  cellaret.  Between  the 
pantries  and  this  noble  Edwardian  va\ilt  rises  a  circular  stair- 
case to  a  small  lobby,  close  to  the  dining-room  door,  by  which 
means,  and  the  contrivance  of  a  lift,  all  the  service  of  the 
butler's  department  is  ordered  in  the  most  systematic  and 
efficient  manner. 

In  the  new  block  of  kitchens,  <&c.,  the  baronial  idea,  only, 
finds  expression.  Although  every  known  modern  contrivance 
has  been  adopted  likely  to  perfect  each  domestic  arrangement, 
such  as  lifts,  steam  tables,  the  various  culinary  mechanical 
pieces  in  the  way  of  gas  and  charcoal  stoves,  as  well  as  the 
huge  open  fire,  consuming  a  ton  of  coals  at  every  replenish- 
ment, it  is  not  possible  to  be  unimpressed  with  the  really 
medifeval  proportions  and  effect  of  this  part  of  the  new  Avorks. 
The  brass  and  steel  hydraulic  roasting  jack,  Avith  its  huge 
mediseval  oak  and  brass  lined  screen,  might  be  a  relic  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  The  Avails  of  the  kitchen  Avith  scullery 
and  pastry  are  of  dressed  ashlar.  The  principal  kitchen,  Avhich 
is  thirty -four  feet  square,  has  a  groined  roof  which  rises  to  a 
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lieight  of  forty  feet  and  then  takes  a  lantern  form    n.  .f  n 

mmmm 

to  avoid  „„„eee;sa,/,„;tr;zi  ai!:tra;:,j:7;;:irod 

cml    HY   ;r     '  V       ,^"'}''"'  "'"  kitchens,  furnished  witl,  a 
for  flm  1  if!?  buildings  is  a  set  of  bed-(:liaml)crs 

£^;£^"^  ;td^';;:-^:--si;:^-Sf\ 
iltedTn'™::Ur,'„,=S"'''"' "'"  '■^^'  "^"'--^  -»'  ^- 

Ihe  towers  in  the  lino  of  circumvallation  will  have  more 
ntorest  for  some  minds  than  those  of  the  kee     •,    ma nv  of 

bZZ  is  V;r'''  "•'  ""  ?"'  """'y'  '"•"  of  AlmWcir  '  -1  e 
JsarDican  is  a  lesson  m  mediaeval  wavfup      Tf  ^^ 

about  fifty-five  feet  in  longth  Id"       y  n      ft  ril.'idX 
Should  the  hcs.egers  have  sneoeeded  in  erossi  ^  the  1,; 
?oet  Pr'"^"'™"'»''  ""  "W>«l-galeway,  which  is  s-nn  e  fifTee 
feet  long  and  proteetcl  by  two  turrets,  tlcv  would  have  fom 
tlemse  ves  ,n  a  small  open  court,  stnro.uVled  o  eeliXs 
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the  Lesieged  would  luirass  thorn  by  every  device  in  their 
power,  such  as  tlirowin<;missih?s  on  iheii  heads  and  swinging 
great  bundles  of  flax,  dipjX'd  in  pitch  and  sulphur  aiul  set  on 
fire,  in  their  faces.  15esides  this,  the  besieged  would  make 
every  effort  to  cut  ofl"  their  retreat.  There  is,  however,  no 
evidence  that  besiegers  ever  tried  so  forlorn  an  experi- 
ment. Tlie  Percy  lion  and  the  motto  Esporance  are  sculp- 
tured over  the  entrance.  The  upper  rooms  in  the  gate-house 
are  approached  by  a  new  staircase,  and  are  appropriated  as 
bed-rooms  for  strangers'  servants.  The  lower  rooms  serve  as 
apartments  for  the  gate-porter. 

Passing  a  garret  on  the  line  of  wall  we  come  to  the  Abbot's 
Tower,  a  fine  Edwardian  piece  of  architecture  having  a  rib- 
vaulted  chamber  in  the  basement,  and  two  floors  above  ap- 
proached by  a  tiirret  staircase.  The  window  openings  on  the 
ground  floor  are  arroAV  slits,  those  above  are  mullionedor  tran- 
somcd  lights  with  cusped  or  shoulder  heads  in  recesses 
of  the  wall,  which  are  not  less  than  five  feet  in  thickness. 
This  tower  is  capped  with  battlements,  having  a  turret  at 
the  north  Avest  corner. 

The  ra/ed  Armourer's  and  Falconer's  Towers  were  the  next 
on  the  Avail ;  they  have  been  su^jplanted  by  a  square  tower 
at  the  end  of  the  shortened  curtain  Avall.  Passing  along 
the  ncAv  terrace  Avail,  Avhich  has  been  erected  at  the  base  of 
the  keep,  Ave  arrive  at  the  postern  or  sally-port  Avhicli  is  an 
ancient  tower.  A.  flight  of  stejv?  d(^scends  to  the  basement 
vaulted  chamber,  from  Avhich  the  sally-port  communicated 
Avitli  the  grounds  outside  the  castle.  Here  is  a  curious  stair- 
case in  the  Avails,  and  an  example  of  a  latrine  in  one  of  the 
external  Avails,  the  stone  shoots  or  drains  of  Avhich  discharge 
into  the  ditch  Avithout.  This  tower  is  noAv  occupied  as  a 
museum  for  Pritish  and  Roman  antiquities. 

The  next  in  succession  to  this  is  the  Constable's  Tower. 
There  are  three  external  entrances  to  it,  one  in  each  floor. 
There  is  also  an  internal  ncAvel  turret  staircase  leading  to  the 
roof  which  terminates  in  a  gable  turret  on  the  ])arapet.  This 
staircase  is  lighted  by  cross-bow  openings  ;  but  there  is  an 
exceedingly  striking  Avindow  on  the  second  floor,  consisting 
of  a  doubled  transomed  light,  having  an  arched  head  Avith  a 
cusped  circle  under  a  label.  The  great  thickness  of  the  Avail 
Avitliin  gives  a  deep  recess,  Avhich  is  shoulder  headed  above 
and  fornuHl  to  give  a  stone  seat  on  each  side  of  it.  This 
toAver  was  left,  both  externally  and  internally,  untouched  by 
ihe  first  duke,  as  a  specimen  of  the  meditcval  arrangonuMits 
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One  of  the  chambers  is  called  the  armoury,  wherein  tlie 
public  arc  shown  the  collection  of  arms  and  accoutrements, 
used  by  the  Percy  Tenantry  Corps  in  the  beginninr'  of  the' 
present  century.  '  o  o 

Between  this  tower  and  the  next  there  occurs  a  turreted 
projection  upon  the  wall,  built  by  the  first  duke,  which  is 
now  called  Hotspur's  chair;  and  close  to  this  is  a  large  patch 
of  modern  masonry  which  tills  np  what  is  still  called  tlie 
Bloody  Gap— in  reality  the  site  of  a  ruined  tower. 

The  Record  Tower  is  another  of  those  built  by  the  first 
duke,  and  is  fitted  up  in  the  same  style  as  the  rest  of  the 
Avorks  executtid  by  tliat  nobleman.  The  late  duke  deposited 
his  collection  of  Eoyptian  antiquities  in  the  upper  floor,  and 
It  is  now  called  the  Egyptian  Musemn.  On  thegTound  floor 
the  records  are  kept. 

Two  garrets  next  occur  ;  then  we  reach  the  new  Eion  Gate- 
liouse,  through  which  lies  the  road  to  the  Castle  Gardens  or 
Barneyside.  This  consists  of  two  polygonal  towers,  having 
small  chambersin  each  on  the  grouiurHoor,  on  cither  side  of 
the  gateway,  Avith  a  staircase  in  one,  alfording  convenient  in- 
gress for  thcchoicc  productionsof  the  casilo  gardens,  and  for  ice 
from  the  adjoining  ice  well,  and  leading  to  the  large  chanil)er 
over  the  gateway  fitted  up  as  a  confectionary.  The  other 
tower  gives  access  to  the  extensive  ale-ccllars.bnilt  below  tlio 
gatehouse. 

xi  recess  of  buildings  containing  a  large  scrvant's-hall  on 
the  ground  iluor,  a  bte\Nard's-rooni  on  the'  tir^jt  lloor,  and  bed- 
rooms above,  brings  us  past  the  middle  gate-house  to  the 
grou])  of  kitchen  oilices,  a.ljoining  which  is  the  Caterer's 
Tower  containing  the  butchery.  ^VQ  then  come  to  a  series  of 
commissi()ner's,  accountant's,  clerk's,  bailiff's,  and  clerk  of 
the  Avork's  ofliccs,  having  anolher  tower  at  the  end  of  it,  in 
which  is  the  entrance  to  them,*  and  beyond  this  is  the  opcnnv>' 
into  a  large  quadrangular  area  occupied  as  a  stable  yard.  ° 
In  this  quadrangle  are  stables,  rooms  for  harness,  fo'ragc  c*cc., 
lining  two  sides  of  it,  with  bed-chamb.>rs  for  the  coadimen' 
postillions,  and  stablemen  above  ;  and  on  the  third  side  is  a 
large  coach-house,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  are  the  laundry 
and   wash-houses    replete    with  every    modern  contrivance. 

*  Anciently  a  corner  or  ravine  tower  but  called  in  modern  tinics  the  Water 
Tower,  fiom  the  eircumstance  of  the  tank  tliat  act^  as  a  lescrvoir  for  the  castle 
having  been  placed  in  it.  It  now  contains  the  clock  which  has  Uso  faces  ami 
five  sonorous  hells. 
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Tlie  wayli-houses  occupy  the  vaulted  buscnieut.  On  one  side 
of  the  t>table-Yaid  there  is  an  opening'  into  a  secMOud  area, 
through  whicli  is  a  carriage  way  into  J]ailill"i^ate.  The  second 
area  has  an  openmg  into  a  third  quadrangle,  containing  a 
riding  school,  loose  boxes,  a  iariiei's  sh(jp,  c^c,  in  separate 
divisions. 

The  absence  of  one  of  the  j)rincipal  features  in  a  baronuil 
castle  —  the  large  banciueting-hall  in  which  the  knights, 
squires,\and  retainers  of  a  former  age  were  entertauied,  and 
in  Avhich  their  more  peaceable  representatives,  the  tenant 
farmers  on  a  large  estate,  are  wont  to  be  feasted,  niay  be 
remarked.  The  sumptuous  piece  of  art-work,  the  new  dining- 
room,  would  he  out  of  tlui  question  for  the  banipiets  of  the 
IVrcy  retainers.  Provision  has  been  made,  therefore,  for 
the  reception  of  this  class  of  guests  in  a  large  building  in  the 
stable  yard,  which  is,  in  the  intervals  between  these  festive 
occasions,  used  as  a  coach-house.  This  erection  has  an  open- 
timbered  roof  and  is  lighted  by  long  lancet  windows.  Con- 
certs and  theatrical  entertaiiiinents  have  been  given  in  it, 
when  upwards  of  six  hundred  guests  found  accommodation. 

There  are  few  persons  who  will  recpiire  to  be  informed  that 
these,  as  well  as  all  the  structural  features  of  the  new  works, 
have 'been  erected  from  the  designs  oi'  Mr.  Salviii.  _  The 
writer  acknowledges  wiih  pleasure,  his  own  association  as 
the  resident  architect  with  both  the  English  and  Italian  por- 
tions of  the  Avork,  from  their  coinniencement  and  during  tlie 
lu'st  live  Years  of  th(>ir  progress, 

it  has  "been "so  much  tlie  nuule,  in  the  last  two  ceuturii's, 
tor  nobles  to  desert  tbe  grand  remains  of  feudal  times,  and 
build  for  themselves  Italian  looking  palaces  or  villas,  that  the 
few  examples  of  ancient  castles  in  re]vair  that  mo  still  possess, 
have  become  ])riceless.  Alnwick  castle,  especially,  has  ever 
been  esleenu'd  in  most  minds  as  the  old  head  quarters  ot 
border  ehivalrv  ;  and  in  truth,  it  has  that  aspect  still.  No 
one,  be  he  gentle  or  sinqde,  could  look  upon  this  very 
"oudlye  howsse  "  as  King  J  Farry's  commissioners  called  it, 
or'' upon  its  grassy  eourts  fringed  with  "  faire  towres,"  its 
stately  keep  with  its  "  marvevlouse  tare  vaulte  "  and  ''  trvme 
lad-im-s"  as  Clarkson  described  them  tube,  without  leehug 
they  had  seen  the  martial,  social,  and  muM  knightly  centre 
of  mediLVval  life  in  Northumberland. 


CEAPTER  XXI. 

THE   PEDIGREES   AND  E.IRLY   HERALDEY  OF   THE 
LORDS  OF  ALN^VICK, 

VESCY   nERALDHY — PEDIGREES    OF    TYSON,    VE30Y,    ATOIf,    BEK,    AND 

PERCY. 

The  pedigrees  of  the  successive  lords  of  Ahiwick  -with  u 
critical  notice  of  their  early  heraldry  have  been  deferred  to 
the  close  of  their  history,  that  we 'might  give  the  result  of 
additional  researches  into  collateral  branches  of  these  families, 
without  disturbing  the  general  i\o\v  of  our  narrative.  In  this 
I  have  derived  most  essential  aid  from  my  friend  ^h\  Long- 
staffe,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  preliminary 
dissertation  on  the  early  heraldry,  and  for  the  elaborate  pedi- 
grees of  Tyson,  Vescy,  and  Bek.  The  new  matter  and 
illustrations  incorporated  in  these  essays,  though  not  of  a 
popular  character,  will  I  hope  be  useful  for  reference  to 
students  of  northern  history,  and  give  to  all  information  as 
to  the  coiuiections  of  the  gTcat  families  who  held  the  barony 
of  Alnwick. 

Tlio  ancient  heraldry  of  the  Perc3''s  has  been  reviewed  in  the 
Arcluuologia  iEliuna,  N.S.,  IV.,  157,  and  in  Tongo's  Yisitatiun, 
p.  89,  and  brief  notices  have  boon  given  iu  tlio  course  of  this 
history.  In  the  ensuing  pedigrees,  tlio  cotemporaiy  evidences  of 
insignia  for  tlie  older  lords  of  the  barony  occm-  under  the  re- 
sjjcetivo  individuals,  but  some  gonoralization  is  desirable. 

The  Norman  invaders  of  England  "  had  (aeccirding  to  I\[astor 
Waco)  shields  ou  their  necks  and  lances  in  their  hands,  and  all 
had  made  (or  adopted)  conventional  .signs  or  cognizances  (the 
MSS.  read  variously  convenances  and  co(/noissances)  tliat  one  Nor- 
man might  know  another  by,  and  that  noJie  others  bore."  It  is  not 
clear  how  these  badges  Avero  worn,  but,  assuming  the  probaliihty 
that  their  owners  v/uidd  adopt  them  for  their  jseals  also,  and  see- 
ing that  on  thusu  the  devices  are  generally  minus  the  .shield,  a\  e 
may  conclude  it  likelj'  that  they  were  not  upon  the  shields,  ur  at 
least  not  exclusively  so.     Tliey  sonietimes  continue  in  the  later 
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aviaory  of  tlie  family  wearing  tiioin,  sometimes  not.  They  were 
frequently  hereditary,  and  are  su})plied  on  the  seals  by  more 
formal  lieraklry  with  an  evident  reluctance  and  at  a  slow  pace. 
In  support  of  these  deductions  we  need  oidy  refer  to  the  hist(jry 
of  the  cinqnefoil  of  Umfreville,  the  annulets  of  Veteripont,  the 
interlacing  ornament  of  Lacy,  and  the  musciu  of  Muschamp). 
Seals  Avith  the  devices  of  their  ancestors  and  seals  with  armorial 
shields  occur  for  the  same  individuals  lifty  or  a  hundred  years 
after  the  presumed  rise  of  heraldry  about  11  GO.  Tlieir  con- 
clusiveness as  evidences  on  the  subject  has  been  overrated,  in  the 
absence  of  consideration  of  the  time  when  the  ornaments  of  the 
shield  took  precedence  of  personal  distinctions  generally.  If  it 
is  a  fact  that  heraldry  did  not  arise  until  the  period  named,  then 
it  is  a  consequence  that  forthwith  relations  flocked  together  and 
settled  what  arms  their  ancestors  ouglit  to  have  worn,  their  sub- 
feudatories  taking  part  in  the  discussion. 

It  does  not  follow  because  Eustace  do  Yesci,  born  after  the 
introduction  of  formal  heraldry  as  stated,  clung  to  the  paternal 
vetch  on  his  handsome  seal,  that  ho  or  his  father  had  no  other 
distinction  on  their  shields.  There  is  a  Aveird  charm  about  early 
devices  which  makes  us  thankful  that  we  are  not  in  ignorance  of 
those  of  the  Vescis.  The  pun  between  "  Vescis,  vesce,  vetches," 
was  pointed  out  in  the  Liber  de  IMelros  of  the  EannatjTie  Club. 
When  we  hnd  the  old  metrical  chronicler,  Jordan  do  Fantosme, 
spoiling  the  name  Vesci,  Vedci,  and  Vedsci  indiscriminately,  we 
need  not  scruple  to  accept  the  proposition  that  Gerard's  ''Tare, 
Vetch  or  Fetch — called  in  Latin,  Vicia  a  Vinciendo,  of  binding 
or  Avrapping,  as  Varro  noteth — in  high  Dutch,  JVicken  ;  in  low 
Dutch,  V  it  sen  ;  in  French,  Vesce,'^  was  really  intended  as  a  play 
U])on  the  name  of  those  ancient  lords,  who,  according  to  the  Aln- 
wick Chruniclo,  sprang  from  the  vill  t)f  A''oscy  over  the  sea.  The 
legimiinous  vegetable  is  not  botanically,  but  conventionally' 
drawn,  and  a  herald  would  probably  describe  each  seal  as  vctchy. 
On  the  seals  of  Eustace  and  his  wife,  reptreseutations  of  a  very 
queer  beast  occur  in  conjunction  Avith  the  plant. 

The  secrctum  of  Eustace,  Avhich  may  be  seen  in  the  Liber  do 
Melros  and  Lamg's  Scottish  Seals,  presents  vetch  pods  arrange<l 
in  quatrofoil  or  cruciform  fashion,  but  it  rec^uires  some  imagin- 
ation to  trace  the  origin  of  the  Cross  Putonce  of  the  Vescis  in  this, 
or  the  trofnled  forms  into  which  some  portions  of  the  plant  are 
throAvn  in  his  larger  seal.  When  Ave  meet  Avith  this  cross  on  the 
shield  of  St.  Michael  on  the  corporate  seal  of  Alnwick,  avo  natur- 
ally suspect  that  it  may  have  been  in  compliment  to  the  charter- 
giving  lords  of  the  borough,  rather  than  the  bearing  then  usuaUy 
conceded  to  tho  patron  saint  of  the  parish  church,  Avho,  most 
certainly,  on  the  great  seals  of  Henry  V.  and  Bishop  Fordham, 
Skirlaw  and  Langley,  Avears  a  plain  oro&s.  Whatever  its  origin, 
the  Cross  Patonce  oi'  S'esci  rapidly-  spread  among  tho  rcLition>t, 
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feudally  or  by  blood,  uf  the  family.  Noed  we  mention  the  two 
great  liouso.s  of  Lasculles  and  Latimer,  wliose  tonaucios  were  of 
ancient  feoifnient,  i.e.,  before  the  death  of  Henry  I.  ?  Coleman 
may  perhaps  also  bo  adduced.  The  Croys  Patouco  of  thu  Lords 
of  Daldon,  toAvhich  birds  were  addud,  makinj^  an  elegant  coat, 
ujjproaching  that  attributed  to. Edward  tlio  Confussor,  is  familiar 
to  every  Durham  herald,  and  derives  noAv  interest  -when  lio  read.s 
the  entry— "Jorda,nus  de  JJalden  tenet  villam  de  Dalden,"  among 
the  tenures  of  the  bai-ony  of  Alnwick  in  8  Edw.  II.  Not  tliat  it 
■\vas  really  so  held,  but  when  wo  substitute  barons  for  barony, 
not  qua  barons,  wo  arrive  at  the  truth. 

In  all  this  tliero  is  nothing  conclusive.  There  is  no  proof  that 
the  tares  or  the  archangel  originated  the  coat,  or  that  its  adop- 
tion by  the  tenants  was  cotomjtorary  with  the  commencement  of 
their  tenancy.  But  there  are  other  reasons  for  a  belief  in  its 
very  early  origin. 

Glover  has  preserved  an  entry  of  it  with  adiil'erence  for  Warin 
do  Vescy,  wlio,  supposing  all  the  statements  of  his  descendants, 
the  Atons,  to  be  true,  was,  at  the  lUiarest,  brother  of  Eustace  and 
dead  in  r2;35.  It  was  ascribed  to  tlu^se  Atons  on  a  canton  with 
their  paternal  coat.  It  occuis  on  the  seal  of  John  do  Vesc}', 
Avhose  grandst)n  held  liyton  in  Yorkshire  as  early  as  12'.J2.  .  That 
John's  relation shi]»  was  so  remote  that  his  issue  never  ventured 
to  appear  among  the  claimants  to  the  heritage  of  the  main  line. 
It  Avill  hereafter  be  seen  that  Eustace  had  a  sister  apparently  of 
the  half-blood,  much  older  than  himself.  It  is  stated,  with  every 
appearance  of  accuracy,  that  she  remarried  a  Carlisle.  It  is  tlie 
fact  that  the  primary  arms  of  the  Carlisles  were  ().  a  Cross  Patonce 
G.,  nu  obvious  ditl'erent  ing  of  the  coat  of  Yosci. 

The  heralds  probably  happened  to  hit  the  truth  in  supposing 
that  the  bearing  was  used  by  or  attrilmted  to  Beatrix  the  heiress 
of  tlie  older  A'^escis,  and  adopted  with  her  mime  by  her  son. 

But  her  descendants  also  wore  another  coat,  hardly  inferior  to 
the  Cross  I'atonce  in  antiquity,  and  latterly  taking  preference 
over  it.  This  A\as  a  plain  Cross.  It  is  obvious,  from  the  tinctures, 
that  it  was  radically  distinct  from  the  Cross  Patonco,  the  two 
bearings  standing  thus:  — 

(i.  ;i  C'lii.s.s  Patoiiei'  A. 
O.  a  plain  cross  S. 

It  is  clear  also  that  its  origin  is  incorrectly  ascribed  by  Camden  to 
William  do  Yesci,  who  died  in  ll2"J7,  in  the  description  of  him 
as  "famous  for  his  exploits -in  Ireland  and  who  changed  tho  old 
aims  of  the  Jaiuily  into  a  sliield  Or,  with  a  Cross  sable  "  Eor  it 
had  also  been  borne  by  his  older  brother  John,  and  AVilliam,  so 
far  from  being  its  inventor,  ditl'erenced  it  during  that  brother's 
lifetime,  as  a  younger  son.  Tho  mutual  rights  of  these  two  scms 
of  AVilliam,  who  gave  ihe  Cross  Batouce,  fairly  cany  the  plain 
Cross  also  to  his  time;   and  Olovrr,  in  liis  collections  of  old  arms. 
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ascribes  it  to  Eustace  Voscy  of  the  previous  generation  who 
prosonted  the  animals  and  vetches  on  his  seal.  The  \mtor  is 
disi)osed  to  rank  the  two  coats  alike,  and  to  think  that  the  plain 
Cross  refers  to  Eustace  Fitz  John.  The  arms  ascribed  to  him  by 
the  heralds,  Quarterhj  O.  and  G.  a  hordare  Vaiie,  was  really 
the  coat  of  Mandaville  as  dilierenced  by  the  Fitz  Johns  and  Eitz 
QeflVo^'s  of  Essex,  quite  a  dill'erent  race.  The  exclusive  use  of 
the  Crcjss  Patonco  by  the  descendants  of  Beatrix  do  Vesci,  and  that 
of  the  Bend  on  a  Quarterly  field  by  those  of  Agnes  the  heiress  of 
;,  the  Constables  of  Chester,  appear  to  identify  the  tA\'o  bearings 

\\\i\\  the  commemoration  of  those  Avivcs  of  Eustace  Fitz  John 
respectively,  rather  than  that  of  himself.  But  it  is  very  unlikely 
that  the  Vescis  would  forget  to  associate  some  insignia  with  so 
great  a  baron  as  he  was,  independently  of  his  spouses. 

The  sentiment  alfecting  the  user  might  differ  from  time  to  time. 
Although  the  barony  of  Alnwick  was  legally  given  by  the  king 
in  fee  to  Eustace  Fitz  John,  who  alienated  portions  of  it,  yet 
morally  it  came  by  Beatrix.  Her  more  immediate  descendants, 
affectionately  assuming  her  name,  might  -well  prefer  the  arms 
considered  to  be  hers.  She  had  probably  something  to  do  ■v\uth 
recommending  the  foundation  of  Alnwick  Abbey,  and,  although 
the  chartei's  of  Eustace  Fitz  John  gave  no  countenance  to  the 
idea,  the  monks  esteemed  him  and  her  as  joint  founders.  "We 
need  not  wonder  that  in  late  times  the  two  crosses  occur  at 
the  same  date  on  the  south  front  of  their  gateway,  or  that  the 
heralds  should  record: — "In  Alnwick  church  are  these  armes: 
O.  a  plain  Cross  [S.  ?]  and  G.  a  Cross  Patonco  0.  [A.  ?]  "'^  But 
outside,  among  tlte  laity,  the  distinctive  history  of  the  component 
])arts  of  the  great  fee  Avliich  descended  from  Eustace  Fitz  John 
would  bo  fiielily  rememl)ored.  We  know,  as  a  fact,  that 
ovuutually  the  dcsfiiuls  of  IMnlion  and  Alnwick  were  supposed  to 
havo  been  identical.  And  after  the  plain  Cross  superseded  the 
Cross  Patonce  on  the  seals  of  their  owners,  indications  aie  found  of 
an  association  of  the  plain  Cross  with  the  actual  possession  of  tho 
land,  of  tlie  Cross  Patonce  with  the  descending  right  by  blood  to 
it.  The  plain  Cross  on  the  gateway  of  Alnwick  Castle  goes  for 
nothing,  as  a  match  between  Percy  and  Aton  explains  it.  More 
to  the  point  is  its  occurrence  feudally  on  Hjiton  Castle,  tho 
barons  whereof  bold  tSlulbottle  under  the  Percy  fee  of  Alnwick, 
and  its  conjunction  with  Percy  and  Lucy  in  geniune  work  in  the 
l)artially  falsified  chapel  at  the  oast  end  of  Tynemouth  Priory. 
These  are  late  instances,  but  more  interesting  circumstances  occur 
before  the  heirs  of  Vesci  released  Alnwick.  When  the  Fitz  John 
fee  and  the  heirship  of  his  blood  were  (for  a  time  at  least)  parted,^ 
we  find  that  the  plain  Cross  was  borne  by  the  Bastard ^Vesci  of 
Kildare  without  any  abatement,  as  if  lus  enjoyment  of  Maltou 
carried  it  to  liim,  notAvithstanding  his  infirmity  of  blood.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  very  roll  that  proves  this  also  shows  that  Sir 

♦  Visit.  Nd.  lJ75-lGlr..     Hail.  MS.,  No.  lob\. 
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Gilbert  de  Aton,  who,  as  Leir  of  Llood,  succecdocl  to  that  estate, 
even  then  woro  the  Cross  Patonce  coat  without  difference.  It  is 
there  called  a  Cross  Patee,  but  is  sufficiently  identified  by  the 
tinctui'es,  and  the  circumstance  that  various  other  crosses  patonce 
are  in  the  same  manuscript  called  patee,  the  convertibility  of  the 
terms  in  early  times  being  well  known.-"  After  the  Bastard's 
death  we  find  the  very  same  Gilbert  wearing  the  plain  Cross, 
being  then  jiossessor  of  the  Vesci  inheritance  not  alienated  under 
Bishop  Bek's  grant  of  Alnwick.  His  brother  William  bore  the 
same  coat  and  his  coheirs  quartered  it.  In  llie  pedigree  is  inserted 
a  curious  document  showing  that  this  William  charged  the  plain 
Cross  with  iivo  Bull's  Heads  during  Gilbert's  lifetime,  and  released 
the  compound  coat  to  a  stranger  after  he  became  entitled  to  the 
cross  without  dilference.  The  stranger  had  usurped  to  it,  by 
ignorance  or  design,  and  Aton,  before  the  release,  thought  fit  to 
vindicate  his  rights  in  solemn  form.  One  Nicholas  do  Eton, 
Hector  of  Leven,  who  should  perhaps  starid  as  another  brother, 
sealed  in  1327  with  the  plain  Cross  charged  with  five  lioundels.f 
In  those  days,  when  arms  were  strictly  protected  as  trade  marks 
are  now,  the  public  were  not  to  bo  deceived,  and  vanity  served, 
by  two  persona  wearing  one  coat.  The  Bastard  Vesci  woro  one 
shield  of  his  ancestors,  the  legitimate  Aton  tho  other  in  the  un- 
ditforonced  or  whole  state,  and  if  Vesci  affected  the  Cross  Patonce, 
it  must  have  been  with  due  abatement.  This  he  ma}'  have  done, 
and  it  would  not  be  right  to  omit  mention  of  a  truly  beautiful 
specimen  of  ancient  armoury  existing  at  York,  though  its  appli- 
cation may  be  doubtful.  In  Drake's  Eboracum,  p.  ;>09,  it  is 
mentioned  that  "in  an  old  wall  hereabouts  [i.e.  near  Haber- 
dashers' Hall,  Walmgate]  is  a  statute  of  a  knight  tomjdar;  onhia 
shield  a  Cross  Paiotice,  with  a  Bar.  Latimer,'^  and  this  is  doubtless 
the  cross-legged  eiligy  now  preserved  in  the  trul}'  valuable  museum 
near  St.  Mary's  Abbe3\  It  jjresents  tho  prick  spur.  Angels 
support  the  pillow  ;  a  lion  is  under  tho  feet,  as  usual.  A  dragon 
bites  the  shield  as  doth  the  ask  of  Aslakby  at  Eggleschife. 
What  Drake  calls  a  bar  is  a  very  thin  Bendlot  dexter  over  a  magni- 
ficent Cross  I'atonce.  The  effigy  may  belong  to  some  j'ounger  or 
illegitimate  Latimer,  but  the  place  of  find  and  the  site  of  the  Vesci 
foundation  for  Friars  Carmelite ;]:  on  tho  opposite  side  of  the  Eoss, 
are  not  sufficiently  distant  to  militate  against  the  supposition  that 
here  we  may  have  the  tomb  of  William  Vesci  of  Ivildaro. 

*  Tlie  entry  is  under  "  Westmerlond  a  le  Counte  de  Lancastre."     Cf.  Con- 
stable's Roll.     "  Atton  of  Westmerlande.     G.  a  Cross  Patonce  A." 
t  llarl.  MS.  1985,  fo.  276  b. 
X  Mernoranduin  quod  5*^  id'  Janiiarii  ceperuiit  Fratrts  Carnielistiu  inhabitare 
civitalem  Ebor',  Anuo  D'lii  1295*.  Et  anno  D'ni  1212"  in  Angliam  intravcrunt. 
Anno  uiilleno  CC.  duodeno 
Ilolu'  Carmelistc  capiu't  ad  tunnina  vile 
Caniiis  concessi  p'ns  in  boria  loca  Vessy 
I'eisy  firmavit  Deus  buic  sibi  nos  sociabit. 
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No  direct  evidence  of  anj'^  crest  of  Vosci  or  Aton  lias  occurred  to 
us  ;  but  there  is  reason  to  Lelieve  tliat,  if  one  was  worn,  it  was 
a  Neat's  liead,  William  Aton,  as  already  mentioned,  dilfereneed 
the  ])lain  Cross  of  Vesci  with  five  Bull's  heads.  Gonyers  of 
Soekburn,  coheir  of  Aton  and  Vosci,  Itl  glass,  which  the  regal 
shield  of  Scotland  shows  was  intended  to  commemorate  his  rela- 
tionship to  the  line  which  matched  with  William  tho  Lion's 
daughter,  placed  a  horseman  bearing  on  his  shield  the  head  of  a 
bull  or  cow,  reminding  us  of  tlie  way  in  which  tho  Novils  some- 
times placed  the  dun  bull  of  their  holms  upon  their  "  shield  of 
peace."  As  tho  vetch  was  not  considered  a  far  fetched  pun  by 
the  early  knights  of  the  name  of  Vedsci  or  Vesci,  it  is  not  inap- 
proju-iate  to  remark  that  Veitch  of  Dawyck,  anciently  Vach,  gave 
the  head  of  a  cow  (vache)  for  crest  and  threo  of  sueli  lieads  for 
arms.  Whatever  originally  was  the  sex  of  the  neat,  whose  head 
we  believe  wasi  used  by  Vesci,  it  prohably  was  considei-ed  as 
masculine  when  heraldry  settled  into  a  science. 

For,  besides  tho  fact  of  Aton's  usage,  we  have  a  strong  corro- 
boration not  only  of  that  surmise,  but  also  of  tho  wholo  view  of 
tho  subject  in  tho  ensigns  of  tho  Percehay  of  Ryton,  in  Yorkshire, 
whose  interesting  descent  from  some  early  Vescies  would  be  out 
of  place  in  tho  stemmata  of  tho  lords  and  claimants  of  Alnwick 
which  follow,  but  is  suitable  here  and  is  a  convenient  mode  of 
presenting  the  evidence  in  question,"^' 

The  subsequent  descents  in  the  visitations  need  not  be  given. 
That  of  Tonge  in  1530,  begins  with  one  John  Percehaye  ;  tluit  of 
1584,  gives  a  generation  higher — one  William  Percehay,  who 
manied  "  Maria,  filia  et  ha?res,  relicta  Willelmi  do  Acom,  per 
finom  2.  I^ic.  IT.  Ridley,  10,  3G,  37."  This  William  might  well 
bo  (ho  son  of  Sir  Itobert,  who  idoscs  tho  tostanu'ntary  itodigreo, 
or  one  of  his  brothers.  Tluu-o  are  no  more  Percehay  wills  in  tho 
printed  Testamenta  Eboraccnsia. 

In  the  iGth century  the  dilTorence  between  Percehay  and  C'olville 
had  been  abandoned.  Tho  coat  given  by  Tonge  for  Percehay  is 
Vescy  of  Alnwick,  with  tlio  tinctures  transposed  :  —  A.  a  Cross 
Patonce  O.  The  same  coat  was  still  used  at  Dugdalo's  Visitation, 
1665.  In  the  Uarl.  MS.  P187,  containing  Withy's  Amalgamation 
of  the  Visitations,  the  crest  is  a  BulVs  Head  couped  B.,  the  horns 
per  /ess  B.  and  O.  Dugdalo  agrees,  except  that  tho  colours  per 
fess  of  the  horus  are  transposed  into  0.  and  B. 

It  remains  to  note  some  of  the  other  phases  of  the  arms  of 
Aton  and  Vesci.  We  have  seen  that  the  coheirs  of  William  Aton, 
lord  of  Malton,  the  families  of  Oliilbrd  (from  Brorallete  and  St. 
John),  Eiire,  and  Gonyers,  quartered  the  plain  Gross  of  Vesci. 
Elizabethan  heralds  added  a  quartering  for  Tison,  and  tho  coat 
of  Eitz-John  of  Essex  for  our  Eustaco  Fitz-John,  about  which 
nothing  more  need  be  said.     They  also  added  0.  three  Bars  B. 

•   See  Tedigree  page  400. 

.    3k 
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[or  Barry  of  six  0.  and  B.]  on  a  Canton  G.  a  Cross  Patonce  A., 
for  Aton.     Tliis   "was,   probuLly,   in    tsubstance  a   genuine    coat 
tlioup:]!  long  disused.     It  does  not,  indeed,  occur  very  early  for 
this  line  of  Aton.     The  superior  arms  of  Vesci  blotted  it  out.    Still 
we  have  it  in  Canterbury  cloisters  (not,  perhaps,  for  Willement'a 
reason)  in  company  with  the  plain  Cross  of  Vesci,  temp.  Hen.  IV. 
There  it  occiirs  as  O.Jive  Bars  B.  on  a  canton  G.  a  Crosi  Patonce  0. 
The  canton  doubtless  relates  to  Vesci  directly  or  indirectly.     There 
are  earlier  evidences  of  the  beai'ing  in  connection  with  the  Ettons 
of  Gilling,  in  right  of  wliom  the  Fairfaxes  in  1530  quartered 
Barry  of  eight  A.  and  G.  a  canton  S.  charged  ivith  a  Cross  Patonce 
O.     In  the  first  window  from  the  east  on  the  south  side  of  the 
clerestory  of  York  Minster  nave,  it  occurs  as  A.  six  Bars  for  three 
Bars  GemellesJ  G.  on  a  canton  S.  a   Cross  Patonce  O.,  beside  the 
coat  of  Sir  Ivalph  Hastings,   governor  of  York  Castle  in  1337. 
There  are  some  variations  in  the  ordinaries.     The  canton  is  some- 
times sable,  without  cliarge.     That  of  the  Gilling  lino  looks  like 
Latimer  and  only  derivative  from  Vesci — that  of  the  Aton  line 
may  well  refer  to  Warin  do  Vesci  himself.     With  regard  to  the 
former,  Ivo  de  Vesci  and  Eustace  Eitz-John  granted  large  lands, 
and  the  churcli  of  Gilling,  in  Rydalo,  to  St.  !Mary's  Abb(^y  at  York. 
It  would  not  be  proper  to  leave  the  arms  of  tlio  lords  of  Alnwick 
without  remarking  tliat  the  Cross  Molino  of  Bisliop  Bek,  its  lord 
between  the  Vescies  and  Percies,  seems  to  have  left  its  "footsteps 
on  the  sands  of  time."     Such  a  coat  occurs  in  the  cliancel  of  the 
parish  church.     So  also  the  ordinary  dictionaries  of  arms  have 
A.  a  Cross  MoUne  S.  for  Alnwick  or  Alnwyke,  and  the  genuiness 
of  the  coat  is  alhrmed  by  the  fact  that  Bishop  William  Alnwyck, 
of  Norwich,  boio  u  Cross  ^[ollno  in  1-1'2().* 

Wu  come  to  junior  branches  or  families  of  the  same  namo3, 
who  lack  any  proof  of  kindred  to  the  parent  stems  of  Vesci  and 
Aton,  In  2  Edw.  11. ,  Gilbert  de  Aton  obtained  a  charter  of 
free-warren  in  Ivnapton  and  other  estates  in  Yorkshire.  In  1G12, 
Vescy  of  Brampton  in  le  Morthingo  traced  descent,  before  the 
herald  St.  George,  from  one  Esmeus  do  Vescy  de  Kuapton,  and 
the  plain  Cross  of  Vescy  and  the  suppositious  coat  of  Tyson 
quartering  Brumpton  and  Twitle  are  given  as  the  arms.  The 
Lords  Knaptun,  now  Viscounts  de  Vesci,  in  Ireland,  and  the 
Vescys  of  Chimley  in  Oxfordshire,  claim  boldly  from  Thomas 
and  Richard  alleged  to  be  brothers  of  the  father  of  the  Bastard 
of  Kildare.  Tho  abstinence  of  these  suppositious  ancestors  in 
not  claiming  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers  is  not  explained. 
The  Irish  peers  give  the  plain  cross  coat,  differenced  with  a 
patriarchal  cross  of  (jold,  "traditionally  attributed  to  the  age  of 
the  Crusaders ;"  those  of  Ox-fordshire,  Ermine,  or  a  Cross  S. 
Jive  martlets  0.  Another  coat  of  Ireland  gives  a  golden  cross 
crosslet  fitcheo  as  the  difference. 

*   Biowii's  Repertoriuru. 
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The  name  has  always  lingered  in  the  north  and  ia  now  Vasoy. 
In  15  Edw.  III.  Robert  Yescy  of  Halywell,  in  Northumberland, 
recovered  lands  there  from  Roger  Fitz-Robort  de  Haliwell.  lu 
In  1326,  John  Vescy,  of  Gateshead,  grants  his  tenements  to  Pipe- 
weUgate  there  to  his  daughter  Sibilla  {([U..  Sibilla  wife  of  Gilbert 
Gategang,  vide  •'^urtees,  ii.  1 16),  and  seals  with  the  device  of  some 
"beast  admiring  his  tail  which  is  unmistakeably  patonce."  In  9 
Hen.  v.,  Henry  de  Eton  was  rector  of  Gateshead,  and  John  de 
Vescy  chaplain  there.  In  1615,  a  respectable  family  of  Vasey, 
of  Newlands,  in  the  Bishoprick,  entered  their  pedigree,  "no  arms 
allowed."  Some  relations  at  Conisclitfe,  springing  as  would  seem 
from  John  Veyse  a  freeholder  therein  1-136,  and  called  Vusey 
and  Vesey,  give,  with  monmnental  inscriptions  there  of  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  centuries,  the  arms  A.  a  plain  Cross  S.  in 
tliejirst  quarter  a  Martlet.  From  this  stock  sprang  i^Iarshall  Vosey, 
a  well  known  bookseller,  of  Newcastle,  wlio  married  llio  daughter 
of  another  equally  famous,  Patrick  Sanderson,  of  Durham,  the 
compiler  of  a  useful  summary  of  county  antiquities. 

The  younger  Atons  have  not  the  same  claim  on  our  attention 
as  the  Vescls.  One  or  two  instances  may  sutRce.  A  monument 
of  last  century  in  Houghton  le  Spring  Church  to  some  descend- 
ants of  William  Ayton  who  purchased  part  of  West  Herrington 
in  Elizabeth's  time,  gives^4.  a  plain  Cross  S.,  evidentl}-  borrowed 
from  the  arms  of  the  heirs  of  Vesci.  Tlie  l3e  Uvedales  also,  in 
the  debased  pieriod  of  heraldry,  quartered  Six  liars,  on  a  Canton 
a  Cross  Crosslet  in  right  of  Isabel  (dead  in  1348)  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Gilbert  de  Etton,  by  Alice,  coheiress  of  Thomas  do 
Tycheseye,  who  died  in  1297. 

Drake  inenlions  an  C])ituph  in  All  Saints',  North  Street,  York, 
on  one  Etty,  an  ingenious  architect,  who  died  1709  with  the  lines  : 
— "  His  art  Avas  great,  his  industrj-  no  less  ;  what  one  projected, 
the  other  brought  to  pass."  And  ho  adds  "But  whose  art  it 
was  that  put  the  arms  of  the  antient  family  of  Atton,  or  de  Etton, 
on  this  stone,  I  shall  not  say." 

Leaving  these  straggling  ambitions  to  link  with  noble  stems, 
and  luiving  disposed  of  the  armorial  part  of  our  subject,  some- 
thing must  be  said  on  tho  motives  leading  to  the  publication 
of  the  genealogies  which  follow,  and  on  one  or  two  moot  points 
therein. 

Latin  has  been  somewhat  freely  used  in  the  pedigrees.  It  ia 
familiar  to  all  who  Avill  care  to  use  the  tables,  and  has  been 
adojited  in  order  to  work  in  tlie  very  words  of  tho  evidences  on 
which  they  are  based. 

In  Pedigree  I.,  Tison,  the  addition  of  the  Ihsali  leads  to  the 
inference  that  the  Constables  and  Belvers,  though  coheirs  of 
Adajn  Tisun,  were  not  descended  from  his  son  William,  but  from 
fiisters.  Tho  general  conclusions  as  to  the  falsity  of  any  cloims 
for  the  Veecis  to  repief^ent  a  sole  heire^f-  of  Tison  are  strengthened, 
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M'ithoxit  reference  to  llie  Avide  dispersal  uf  Gilbert  Tison's  estates, 
too  surely  proving  a  f'<jrfeiture. 

Nos.  II.  III.  explain  tliemselves  as  exemplifying  the  descent 
of  the  estates  of  Eustace  Fitz-Juhn,  and  the  heraldry  of  the  holders 
to  the  death  of  William  de  Vescy,  of  Kildare. 
■  This  text  is  more  convenient  than  the  jiedigreo  to  state  some 
dwuLts  as  to  Isabella  Longespee  the  first  Avife  of  William  Vescy 
II.  having  neither  son  nor  daughter.  The  claim  to  the  crown  of 
(Scotland  made  by  his  second  surviving  sou,  William,  who  was 
born  in  124/)  and  must  have  been  by  his  second  wife,  leaves 
little  doubt  that  the  general  descent  is  accurately  stated"^  and 
that  all  the  possessors  of  the  barony  of  Alnwick  are  included. 
But  in  a  charter  in  the  Kelso  liook.  Liber  do  Calclmu,  13'J,  the 
father,  "  Willelmus  de  Vosci,  filius  et  literes  quondam  Domini 
Eustachii  de  Yesci,"  leaving  no  doubt  of  his  identity,  has  in  the 
Avitnesses  "  ]VillelmoJilio  meo,  Domino  de  Sprouesion."  Sproueston 
(in  Scotland)  is  afterwards  found  in  the  hands  of  John  the  elder 
surviving  son,  not  of  William  the  younger  one,  who,  a  child  of 
seven  or  eight  at  the  death  of  his  father  in  1253,  would  hardly 
be  a  witness  or  be  called  lord  of  tho  manor  in  his  lifetime. 
Unless  the  record  is  in  error  and  reads  Jilio  instead  of  Jralre,  an 
explanation  not  to  be  adopted  unless  all  others  are  impossible,  it 
seems  likely  that  there  was  an  older  heir  apparent  called  William, 
Avho  might  be  born  as  early  as  1210,  Avho  attained  age,  took 
Sprouston  by  settlement  or  arrangement,  and  died  before  1215. 
The  monastic  language  is  still  suhiciently  satisfied  by  none  of 
Isabella's  children  living  to  bo  of  importance  in  the  "  stemma 
fuudatorum  " 

No.  IV.  is  an  attempt  to  show  the  conllicting  statements  of  tho 
clninnints  of  tho  estates.  It  Avill  be  seen  that  an  attumpt  was 
made  to  thwart  the  claims  of  the  Atoiis,  by  showing  that  their 
ancestor  Warin  de  Vescy,  was  illegitimate,  and  that  he  was  not 
named  as  a  relation  by  the  Vescy  Avhose  charters  he  witnessed. 

*  And  if  this  were  loose,  here  is  independent  cotemporary  evidence,  "beautiful 
exLCL'dinj^iy."     ''  Sir,  what  a  pleasure  afuct  is  I" 

Ego  Eublacius  de  A'csci  didi   Fralribtis  de  insula  Farneland  s-epteni  suninias  de 
I  rnuriento  nieo  de  t^uinehoo.     'I'estes  Gilbertus  Abbas  de 

I  Alnewic,  'Will,  de  A't-sci,  &c. 

Willclnuis  de  Vesci  filius  el  hares  Kustacii  de  Yesci.  Novcrit  universitas  vestra  me 
concessisse  Fratiibus  de  insula  de  Fame  nonum  quod  parte 
nie\is  Eustaeius  de  Yesci  iocit  eiduin  doiuui  viz.  septein 
sumnias  fruincnti.  Testibus,  Doiuinis  AVillehno  de  \'esci 
t en i ore  [bis  illej^itimate  unclt],  AViIleliiiudeI\McitS:c..iuilitibus, 
Nicbolao  de  Perci,  &c. 
Johr.nntb  de  Yt.'>cy  iilii.s  el  hjeies  ^Villelnli  de  Yt^cy.  Koxerit  univcrsitas  vestra 
me  eoncessisse  Fratribus  de  insula  de  Fame  donuni  quod  pater 
meus  Willeluuis  de  Ycscy  eisdeui  Iratribus  concessit,  viz. 
sejjtuin  sunnuas  I'runienli.  Tostibus,  Dominis  ^^'lllelln^)  de 
\'escy,  Roberto  de  Hilton,  &c.,  miliiibus. 
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A  more  grievous  objection  on  the  latter  evidence  is  of  tlie  early 
character  of  those  charters.     Seeing  that  Eustace  de  Vescy,  being 
a  minor  in  1185,  and  of  ago  in  1191,  must  have  been  born  very 
late  in  his  father's  lifetime,  in  fa('t  not  until  1170  ;  it  does  seem 
unlikely  that  the  Sir  Warin  of  that  father's  charters  was  Eustace's 
younger  brother.     But  it  does  not  follow  tliat  there  was  not    a 
younger  "Warin  who  really  was  his  brother,  but  wlio  was  not  the 
witness.    It  isobviousthat  theclaimsof  theAtonsto  sot  aside  Bishop 
Belf'ssaleof  Aliiwiclv  totlio  rercys,must  have  been  much  weakened 
by  the  cross  impoaclunent  of  tlie  Aton  heirship.     The  hush  money 
Avas  small,  but  the  iniluence  of  the  Percys  in  favour  of  the  Atons 
inlieriting  the  residue  of  the  Vescy  estates  and  a  marriage  were 
valuable.      The  allegations  of  other  claimants  must  have  been 
mischievous,  though  they  cannot  be  said  at  present  to  be  satis- 
factory.    For  that  of  John,  son  of  Arnald  de  Percy  (of  Kildale, 
it  is  presumed),  no  evidence  has  occurred.     In  that  of  an  heir  of 
Bidbeck,  a  generation  is  evidently  omitted ;  and,   even  with  tliis 
assistance,   the  great  grandson  of  Eustace  Fitz-John  would  be 
found  in  tlie  ript  Uoll  the  year  after  his  death,  which  would  make 
Eitz-John  (jrmidccvus  indeed.    The  connection  is  not  proved  by  any 
grant  in  frank-marriage.     It  is  dillerent  with  the  Muschamps. 
There  was  some  marriage  there,  and  the  evidences  show  pretty 
clearly  that  the  bridegroom  and  his  father  in  law  died  about  the 
same  time.     His  wife  Matilda,  was  doubtless,  as  stated,  sister  of 
Eustace  do  Vescy,  but  much  older.     The  charters  tie  the  genera- 
tions so  that  wo  cannot  surmise  the  confusion  of  two  Williams  or 
two  Eustaces,  but  we  know  that  William  had  an  elder  son  William 
born  in  concubinage;  defending  Alnwick  Castle  when  Eustace 
was  an  infant  in  arms,  or  little  belter.     And  it  does  seem  probable 
that   IMatilda  Wuschamp   was  only  sister   by  the  half-blood    to 
Eustace,  either  by  a  former  ^ife  or  a  concubine.     It  is   remark- 
able tliat  a  marriage  between  a  coheir  of  Mubchamp  and  one  of 
Bolebec  come  all  right.    Possibly  the  monastic  descent  of  Bolbeck. 

Cecilia=Hugo,  senior.     WaltoriiB.     Hugo,  junior.     Felicia  ; 
should  read  as — 

SiLilla=:"\Taltcrus,  senior.     Hugo.     Hugo,  junior,     riiilippa ; 

in  which  case  Matildis  de  Muschamp  and  Sibilla  might  stand  as 
sisters,  but,  as  previously  remarked,  probably  of  the  half-blood. 
It  is  hoped  that,  regardless  of  Vesci,  the  pedigrees  of  the  barons 
of  "Wooler  and  i5olbeck,  diilering,  as  tlieydo,  ti-i  m  those  hitherto 
received,  will  be  useful. 

The  statement  that  Matilda,  "  daughter  of  AVilliam  Vescy,  sen., 
Lord  of  Alnwick"  the  wife  of  ISIuschamp  had  another  husband, 
Adam  de  Carlisle,  and  a  son  Endo  de  Carlisle,  is  copied  from 
Eaino's  North  Durham,  p.  266.  The  marringe  is  not  mentioned 
by  the  historian  of  the  Carlisles,  but  his  quotations  show  an  inti- 
macy between  the  families,     Eudo  do  Karliel  flourished  in  the 
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reign  of  King  "William  tlio  Lion,  and  is  witneas  to  a  charter  of 
Eustace  de  Veacy  of  2O3.  yearly  out  of  the  mill  of  Sprouston  to 
the  monastery  of  Kelso,  about  the  year  1207.  He  died  in  1230. 
The  manor  of  Cargo,  par.  Stanwick,  in  Cumberland,  which 
belonged  to  John  de  Lacy,  constable  of  Chester,  passed  from  him 
by  conveyance  to  William  de  Vescy,  by  whom  it  was  given  to 
Sir  Ivo  de  Karliel  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Yorkshire-  Whatever 
became  of  Eudo,  Ivo  was  certainly  son  of  Adam  de  Carleol,  for 
he  is  a  witness  as  such  to  a  charter  of  Eustace  de  Vesci  (Raine's 
N.  D.  app.  p.  122).  Now  it  has  already  been  observed  that  the 
primary  arms  of  the  Carlisles  were  O.  a  Cross  Patonce  O.*  a 
coat  most  widely  dill'used  among  the  various  branches. 

In  No.  v.,  obligations  to  an  article  by  Mr,  C.  T.  Beke,  in  Coll. 
Top.  wiU  be  apparent.  The  extra  Bernician  and  heraldic  e^d- 
dences  incorporated  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Durham  antiquary. 

The  early  pedigree  of  Percy,  No.  VI.,  may  appear  out  of  place, 
but  the  melancholy  circvimstance  that,  for  book-makers,  Bishop 
Percy  lived  in  vain,  will  excuse  the  printing  of  his  accurate 
deductions  once  more,  as  an  antidote  against  modern  persistence 
in  the  errors  which  he  exploded.  We  need  not  treat  with  gravity 
the  earldoms  of  Caux  and  Poitiers  and  other  things,  appearing  in 
some  of  the  fictitious  pedigrees  ;  we  can,  however,  hardly  doubt 
that  the  Percys  originated,  as  stated,  at  the  place  in  Nor- 
mandy bearing  their  name.  But  how  does  it  hap2)en  that  when 
their  documents  increase,  their  birthplace  is  not  found  in  them  ? 
The  only  evidence  on  the  subject  which  occurs  to  us  has  a  north- 
country  interest.     It  is  this  : — 

William  de  Perci,  of  1133,  when  he  founded  Salley  Abbey  in 
11-17,  had  a  wife  Adliza  or  Adelidis  do  Tunbriggo,  who  had  three 
(•hildron  at  least,  Alan,  ^Matilda  countess  of  Warwick,  and  Agnes 
do  Louvain.  The  two  ladies,  sooner  or  later,  divided  the  English 
lands  between  them.  Their  father  was  re-married  in  11 G6  to 
Sibilla  the  widow  of  Eobert  de  Eos,  and  died  before  1181. 
Matilda  died  childless  about  1204,  probably  at  a  considerable 
age,  as  hor  sister's  husband  and  eldest  son  were  both  dead,  the 
latter  leaving  issue.  Had  JNlatilda  had  any  issue,  they  might 
well  have  been  born  as  early  as  1154.  In  that  year,  1 154,  Hugh 
de  Pudsey,  eminent  of  race  and  person,  a  youth  of  25,  ascended 
the  palatine  throne  of  Durham,  having  had,  while  treasurer  of 
York,  three  children  b}'  three  mothers.  The  mother  of  Henry 
de  Pudsey,  the  first  born,  was,  we  are  told  by  William  of  New- 
burgh,  "of  noble  birth."  Her  son  is  more  precise  and  tells  us 
plainly  in  his  charters  that  he  was  son  of  the  Bishop  and  of 
Adelidis  or  Alice  de  Percy.  He  gives  to  Salley  Abbey  some  land 
in  Craven  in  accordance  with  other  charters  of  Eichard  de  ^More- 

•  Sire  William  db  Carlei,.  De  or,  a  une  Crois  Patee  [paJonce]  de  poulcs. 
(Roll,  I30S— 1314). 
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vill  and  William  de  Perci.  Moreville  may  have  been  liia  motlier's 
husband ;  at  all  events  Alande  Morville  confirmed  to  liis  brother 
Henry  de  Pudsey  the  gift  the  latter  had  received  for  hie  horaa^^e 
and  service  from  his  mother  Alice  de  Percy.  It  Tvas  of  all  the 
land  at  Settle  and  the  church  of  Gig'gleswick  ;  and  the  countess 
of  Warwick  had  also  an  interest  there,  for  she  too  granted  the 
vill  of  Setel  and  the  service  of  Giggleswick  and  the  advowson  of 
the  church  to  Henry  de  Pudsey.  He  gave  the  cliurcli  to  Finchale 
Abbey  ;  he  gave  his  estate  of  Osmundal  to  Robert  de  Perci ; 
Settle  fell  back  to  the  main  line  of  Percy  on  his  childless  death, 
and  his  manor  of  "  Wichton  Cumptin,"  derived  from  his  ftither, 
was,  subject  to  the  dower  of  Dionisia  (daughter  of  Oto  de  Tilli) 
very  strangely  divided  in  1211  or  1212  between  Peter  Pitz 
Herbert  his  kinsman  on  the  father's  side,  (they  Avere  both  great 
nephews  of  King  Stephen)  and  Pobert  de  Pos  the  grandson  of 
William  de  Percy's  second  wife  Sibilla.  His  charters  abound 
with  Percys  as  witnesses.  But  more  remains.  The  estate  of 
Perci  in  Normandy  itself  belonged  to  him,  and  he  parted  with  it, 
exchanging  it  and  Mureres  in  the  same  pro^'ince  with  a  family 
named  Burel  for  Windegate,  Whotlawe,  and  Smothetun,  as  by 
the  charters  of  Hugh  Burel  and  Eoger  his  sou  in  the  Finchale 
muniments  most  plainly  appeareth. 

What  tlien  gave  the  "jolly  bishop's"  child  such  a  settlement 
among  the  heads  of  the  house  of  Perc}'  ?  It  is  not  probable  that 
Adelidis  de  Tunbrigge  the  motlior  of  the  heiresses,  old  enough  to 
bo  the  Treasurer's  own  mother,  was  the  object  of  his  affections, 
or  that  he  would  in  such  case  have  been  a  favourite  of  her  children, 
and  secured  grants  of  important  English  estates  fi'om  tliem. 
Still  h'ss  that  in  any  way  ho  could  so  derive  the  homo  of  their 
ancestors.  At  present  tlio  only  mode  of  explanation  seems  to  be 
tho  bold  assumption  that  there  was  an  elder  co-heiress,  who 
married  Morville,  and  that  she  and  her  sou,  Alan  de  MorviUe, 
died  early  without  legitimate  descendants.  As  eldest  daughter 
she  wovild  be  entitled  to  tlie  caput  barotn'os  in  Normandy,  and  she 
could  give  it,  as  she  gave  English  acres,  to  lier  issue  by  the 
Treasurer.  He  got  it,  that  is  certain,  and  his  alienation  of  it 
stood  good.  Lot  us  in  deahng  with  the  story  not  forget  that  the 
marriage  of  priests  in  England  had  only  been  forbidden  in  1102  ; 
that  society  Avas  greatly  disturbed  thereby  and  woidd  continue  to 
be  80  for  a  generation  or  two,  and  that  when  the  other  Pudseya 
were  born,  the  future  prelate  was  probably  forbidden  to  associate 
with  the  mothers  of  theu*  brethren  ;  or  that,  notwithstanding  his 
other  peccadilloes,  his  eldest  son  mat/  have  been  legitimate  in 
all  eyes  except  those  of  the  clergy.  And  bo  it  remembered  that 
he  only  is  described  in  the  charters  of  his  father  as  his  son. 

In  the  pedigree  of  Percy  no  attempt  is  made  to  define  the 
origin  of  two  branches  of  the  Percys,  who  long  lield  the  manors 
of  Kildale  and  Sutton  upon  Derweut.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
in  after  times  they  are  found  wearing  a  coat  of  millpikes,  only 
differinr    Trom  that  of  the  main  line  in  colour. 


:i^l 


400 


HISTORY    OF    ALNWICK. 


PEDIGREE  OF  VESCI  AND  PERCEHAY. 

(Harl  MS.  1487,  u-ith  Test.  Eb'jr.J 

"The  auntient  amies  of  this  Percliay  were  Giths,  n  Ff^it  between  fifteen  Croxs 
Crosslets  Argent,  wherefore  it  seenies.at  siu'ht  of  their  evidimeea,  that  one  of  them 
matchinije  with  a  daui/liter  and  heyrc-  of  J'ete;/,  his  posti^ritii;  h'.ft  their  oiiUl  armea 
and  thenecforth  have  borne  the  amies  of  Vescij  as  their  owne  proper  coate." 

Johannes  do  Vescio  dedit  Domino  Roberto  de  Percehay  et  hrerodibus  suis= 
nietisuagium  in  Eboraco,  s.d.  Siuillum  Joiianxis  be  Vescy,  a  Cross  I 
Tat  once. 


"  Joane,  d.  and  h.  of  John  Vescie."  Joanna  Percehay,  Domina=llobertu3 


de  ]liton — Waltero  Percehay  filio  moo  et  ha^redi — manerium 
de  Strudightyn  IMartyn  in  coinitatu  Porford  in  Se.jtia  ([uod 
habui  per  discensum  h;ereditari>im.  s.  d. 


Pereehaj"-, 
]  >oTuinus 
du  Iv'i'ton. 


Walterus  Percehay,  filius  et  ha'res  bonaj  memori.-e: 
Domina)  Johanna?  de  Vescy,  ut  per  cartam  dat. 
apud  Wilton  in  Tividalo,  1292.  Testament inu, 
1311,  prob.  6.  Dec.  131G.  Dominus  de  Ryton. 
Sejjeliend.  in  ecelesia  Abathi:e  B.  i\raria;  de 
MaUon — Lego  die  mortuarii  mei  ad  errogandiim 
vicuni  10/.  ct  cum  pannis  nigris  cireunienntes 
corpus  meum  cum  scntis  armornm  inconoa  it 
a)iteccssortini  nicorum  lOO.v. — Jolianni  des  Arehf^s 
et  Isabelhu  uxori  ejus. — Alici;e  sorori  mea; — 
JohanniB  sorori  nieio — -Waltero  filio  Johannis 
des  Arches. 


Agnes  Percoliay,  relicta 
Domini  AValteri  Per- 
cehay militis',  Testa- 
inontum  dat.  et  prob. 
1:M8.  Sepeliend.  in 
prioratu  do  Malton 
jiixta  corpus  mariti.— 
Agneti  filiai  Willelmi 
de  Bylton  et  Johanmo 
sorori  ejus. 


Willelmus  Percehay,  filius: 
et  hicres  Domini  Walteri 
Percehay  ut  per  testa- 
luentum  patris  sui  et  per 
cartam  dat.  apud  Malton 
1347.  SioiuAM  Wil- 
lelmi BE  PeI'CF.UAYE. 
Shield  hanging  diagon- 
ally, charged  with  a  (Jross 
Tatonce.  On  a  \vreath 
above  a  mantled  helmet 
is  a  BkU's  ITcatl.  "  IMon- 
fiire  Henry  do  Colville 
port  d'Arf/ent,ii  nne  Crois 
I'ateij  de  Gales.  MoN- 
siEH  William  de  Pek- 
CEHAY  port  mesmes  les  armes  a  une 
Gxdcs  en  le  qitatre  deranf."  (Pot.  Ann 


Johannes,  1 344, 1 348,  [qu.  de  Swpiton 
in    Rydale.    Test.    1391.] 

"Walter,  1344,  1348.  Moxsire  Wal- 
ter BE  Peuceiiay  port  .•neimes  les 
ariiit^  de  Colii/le,  a  une  border  ifiiles 
recersele.    (Hot.  Arm.    1337-50.) 

Thomas,  1344,  1348. 

Pobertns,  1318. 

Georgius  1344,  1348. 

Elizabetha,  1344. 

Johanna,  monialis  de  Yedinuham, 
1344,  1348. 

Agnes,  monialis  do  Watton,  1341, 
1348,  1391. 


T.uzenr/o  de 
1337-O0). 


Dominus  Robortus 
Percehay,  Chiva- 
ler,  frater  Agnetis 
deLokton,1391.= 
?  "  Elizabetha  uxor 
fratris  mei,"  1391. 


Walterus       Johannes     Agnes,  1344,  1348.  Testojncn- 
1344,  1348.         1344.  timi    dat.    et   prob.        Oct. 

1391.  Agnes  de  Lokton. 
Sepeliend.  in  ecelesia  con- 
ventuali'de  Veteri  ^Malton, 
juxta  soniores  meos. — MariiO 
filiio  meii3 — Christians  do 
Wellosimnm  led  um  rubenm, 
pulverizatum  cum  lokkys. 
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CHAPTEE  XXII. 

SPOETS  AND  PASTIMES. 

LORD     OP     MISRULE — WAITS — UOUSE-RACIXG — BULL-BATTING — COCK- 

FIGnTIKG — SHROVETIDE — KEPPIE-BALL — COBAN    TREE 30ULUM 

— BON-ITRES — CARLINOS — TUE    FAIRIES. 

The  stream  of  our  history  must  hereafter  be  interrupted 
and  broken,  and  thread  away  into  many  different  channels. 
In  this  chapter,!  shall  give  an  account  of  customs  and  usages 
ill  Alnwick,  l)eloiiging  to  the  past  rather  than  to  tlie  present, 
from  materials  chiefly  gathered  out  of  the  cor]ioratioii  records. 

Lord  of  Misride.  "At  the  fi'ast  of  Chiistmas"  says 
Stow,  "  in  the  King's  Court  Avherever  he  chanced  to  reside, 
there  was  ap])ointed  a  Lord  of  Misrule,  or  master  of  merry 
disports."  At  the  houses  of  noblemen,  in  borough  towns 
and  in  country  parishes,  this  merry  fellow  and  pageant 
])0tentate  also  appeared,  making  tlie  rarest  pastimes,  and 
delighting  beholders  with  "tine  sublU'  disguising  masks  and 
mummeries."  Sometimes  he  was  calh'd  the  abbot  of  ^iis- 
rule,  and  in  Scotland  the  abbot  of  Unreason,  Mhere,  on 
account  of  his  excesses,  he  was  put  do^vn  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment in  1555.  All  sucli  mummeries  a-:  tlie  feast  of  asses,  the 
boy  Bishop,  tlic  abbot  of  Unreason  and  lord  of  [Misrule  were 
probably  derived  from  the  Koman  Saturnalia,  Avlien,  during  a 
season  of  merriment  and  feasting,  slaves  Avere  allowed  to 
indulge  in  raillery  towards  their  mab(?rs.  Selden  says: — 
'Christmas  succeeds  the  Saturnalia;  the  same  time,  ilie 
same  number  of  holy-days  ;  then  the  master  waited  on  the 
servant  like  the  lord  of  Misrule." 

Doubtless  the  burgesses  of  Alnwick  enjoyed  the  rare  pas- 
times of  this  merry  fellow  long  prior  to  the  reformation  ;  for 
in  the  early  corporation  records,  from  Kill  down  to  1()77,  wo 
have  traces  of  him    as  appear  in  the  following  entries : — 

"1611.— Eichanl  Alder  of  the  Lord  of  Misrule  his  money  £1  -Is.  lOd. 
Ifil2.— Paid  for  tin;  Lord  of  Misrule  his  charges  8s.   4d.;  received  the  T.nid  ••f 
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JMisnilo's  money  93.  6d.  I(jl6. — deceived  Willi:un  Forstor  far  the  Lord  of~ 
Misrule  his  money  £1  13s.  Od. ;  Thomas  Partis  for  tlio  Lord  of  Mi.srulo 
£3  4s.  2d.  More  received  of  tlie  Lord  of  Misrido,  lG2(),los.  1G29.— Received 
of  tliG  Lord  of  ^Misrule  £2  'is.  Gd.  1G31.— liecei\ed  tlio  Lord  of  .Mi.srulo 
money  £2  -Is.  Od.  ;  Item  reueived  of  Jo.  Sheplieard  and  George  Uichison  for 
their  monies  in  ret'usin]!,'-  to  he  Lord  and  putting  theinselfes  in  tuL  townie's 
will  8s. ;  paid  to  Nicholas  Forster  for  Lord  of  ^Misrule's  clothes  ISs.  8d.; 
Keueived  of  the  Lord  of  :\[isrule  at  Ea.ster  last  £2.  1633.— lieceived  of  the 
Lord  of  Misrowell  £i  8s.  Od.  ;  paid  for  the  Lord's  close  1.33.  1G3"5.— Paid  to 
Georfi:c  Swan  for  playinf>-  the  Lord  of  i\Iisrule  10s. ;  received  from  the  Lord  of 
IMisrule  £1  13s.  Od.  1610.  — Uecciv(;d  from  tlio  TiOrd  of  Misrule's  procters 
£1  Os.  Id.;  from  Thomas  Huutiir  junior,  Uoorge  Watson,  and 'rh(;mas  Wat- 
son, concerning  the  Lord  of  Misrule  lUs. ;  paid  the  Lord  of  Misrule  for  his 
wages  15s. ;  for  his  coate  instead  of  2  payi'O  of  shoes  9s.   id. 

After  this,  his  lordship  disappears  for  a  time.  Tlie  puritans 
made  war  against  all  amusements  which  "savoured  of 
popery";  and  during  the  commonwealth,  the  merry  fellow 
had  to  hide  his  head  ;  hut  he  revived  again  under  the  re- 
actionary influence  of  the  merry  Monarch's  reign  ;  and  in 
1664  there  appear  in  the  corporation  accounts — "received, 
the  lord  of  Misrule  in  money  15s.  6d.  1677.  The  lord  of 
ISIisrnle's  moneyes  in  ihe  hands  of  Henry  Smith  £1  13s.  4d., 
David  Millikeu  4s.,  Mr.  Chessman  17s.  8d."  liut  his  lord- 
slii])  was  not  fostered  hy  the  new  generation,  and  he  died  in 
1677,  never  to  rise  ago  in. 

Our  Alnwick  records  are  imperfect,  and  we  know  not  what 
Avere  the  gihes  and  merriment  by  which  he  set  the  good  folk 
into  a  roar;  he  is  seen  only  in  the  decrepitude  of  old  age. 
Probably,  as  in  other  towns,  some  mystery  or  morality  was 
acted,  mixed  up  with  gaudy  pageantry  and  buftooncry.  A 
fragment  of  one  of  tlie  Newcastle  jNIysteries  has  been  pre- 
served, called  "Noah's  Ark  or  the  Shipwright's  account, 
play  or  dirge,"  wherein  an  Angel,  Noah  and  his  wife,  and 
the  Devil  are  the  characters;  Noah's  wife  is  made  a  vixen, 
and  her  last  words  to  her  husband  are — 

"The  devil  of  hell  thee  speed 
To  ship  when  thou  shall  go." 

It  appears  that  in  Ahnvick  a  person  was  chosen  to  play  the 
lord  of  Misrule,  and  paid  a  fine  if  he  refused  the  honoui;  but 
he  who  acted  the  part  received  Avages  and  clothes,  coat  and 
even  shoes ;  he  had  officers  called  procters  ;  and  money  was 
collected  to  defray  expenses.  The  Alnwick  merry  disports 
were  not  held  at  Christmas  as  in  the  South,  but  at  Easter  ; 
and  this  may  have  been  the  northern  custom,  as  at  Morpeth, 
the  period  Avas  the  same.  An  extract  from  Stainsly's  North- 
ern  Journey  in   1666  (couimunicaled  to  the  "  Archwologia 
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Miliaria*'  l)y  Sir  Walter  Trevolyan,  Jjart.)  helps  tu  illustrate 
our  Alnwick  records. 

"A  custome  in  the  towne  of  Morpeth  (Imt  since  the  warrs 
omitted)  to  choose  one  out  of  tlie  young-  nieu  in  tlie  towne  to  Ijo 
St.  George,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  young  men  to  attend  him,  and 
upon  St,  George  day  all  to  come  to  Chuvcli,  and  at  the  reliears- 
inge  of  the  Creed  the  St.  George  to  stand  up  and  draw  ids  Sword. 
Anotlier  custome  in  the  said  towne  to  have  a  Lord  of  Misrule 
chosen  against  Easter,  and  to  continue  till  Wednesday  and  hee 
to  keep  a  barrel  of  Ale  upon  the  bridge  and  make  all  passengers 
drink  thereof,  and  to  collect  money  of  thum  for  I'cpairo  of  the 
high  wayes,  and  to  give  a  just  accompt    at  Wlutsunday." 

A  Fool  was  maintained  by  the  corporation,  in  the  time  of 
James  I.,  to  amuse  tlie  burgesses  ;  in  1G12  tlicre  is  entered 
"for  three  yeards  of  whit  to  the  foule  5s.,  and  for  dyinge  and 
making  of  it  2s.  6d."  A  similar  record  appears  in  the  New- 
castle accounts;  "  15G1  Decemberc  Item  ])aid  for  seven  yardes 
of  yaloAvo  Carsaye  at  2s. _  8d.  tlie  yarde,  for  the  fulles  Cottes 
and  Cap])s  agaynste  Cliristynmas  37s.  4d."  A  Beadle  too  in 
these  early  days  helped  to  give  dignity  and  state  to  the  Aln- 
wick Corporation  ;  in  1622  there  is  paid  6s.  6d.  "for  tlie 
bcdle  his  coatte  and  making." 

Waits,  The  time  will  soon  come,  Avhcn  all  personal 
recollection  of  the  town's  Avaits  will  cease.  Still  there  are 
some,  Avho  in  early  life  listened  to  them  discoursing  swert 
music  in  the  dark  winter  mornings,  when  all  besid(>s  Avas 
still,  and  who  Avouhl  have  saved  from  destruction  this  pleasant 
and  harmless  custom. 

The  Waits  Avere  an  old  institution  in  Alnwick  ;  avc  meet 
with  them  in  the  earliest  corporation  records;  "  1612  jiaid 
for  a  coat  to  the  comon  Avait  13s."  Originally  waites,  or 
according  to  ancient  s})elling,  Avayghtes  or  Avaytes,  Avere 
Avatchmen,  and  Avereso  named  from  tlie  old  French,  guates;* 
for  keeping  Avatch  and  Avard,  they  received  the  loaytfee ;  they 
piped ^  the  hour  of  the  night  and  eventually  ])assed  into 
musicians,  Avho  at  an  early  period  Avere  pipers.  In  1623  and 
in  1629  there  Avere  paid  in  AbiAvick  Os.,  and  lOs.,  for  "  the 
pypers  coat."  According  to  the  ordinances  made  by  King 
EdAvard  I.,  a  Avarden  Avas  appointed  and  SAvorn  to  keep  Avatcli 
and  Avard  in  the  City  of  London;  he  had  to  ])rescrve  the 
peace  by  night  and  day,  and  cause  watches  and  ivaits  to  be 

*  In  German  there  is  tcachi,\n  Danish  rn^jht,  and  in  Anglo-Saxou  ti-nwhi 
and  wacian,  to  watch. 
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set;  every  gate  was  kept  by  day  by  two  men,  every  sergeant 
keeping  one  Wait  at  his  own  cost.*  In  the  time  of  Edward 
IV.  "a  wayte  nightclye  from  Mychehnas  to  Shreve  Thurs- 
daye  pypeth  the  watchc  within  the  courte  fower  tymes ;  in 
the  sumere  nyghtes  three  tymes  and  maketh  bon  gayte  at 
every  chambere-dore  and  offyce,  as  well  for  fear  of  pickers 
and  pillcrs."  Pipes  were  the  musical  instruments  publicly 
used  in  Almvick  till  1639,  when,  according  to  the  records  of 
the  corporation  and  of  the  Skinners'  Company,  they  were 
su])ersedcd  l)y  fiddles  or  violins. 

Besides  performing  duty  in  a  particular  town  the  waits 
itinerated  from  town  to  town,  like  the  minstrels  of  an  older 
time  still,  to  exercise  their  skill  and  gain  a  reward. 

"Hark  !   are  the  Waitcs  abroad  ?   he  softer  pr'y  tliee 
'Tis  private  Jilusick."  Etauiaojit  and  FUtchcr. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  Newcastle  corporation  we  find  ;  "  1531 
Feb.  given  in  rewarde  to  the  wayttcs  of  Lodes  4s.";  and 
similar  rewards  were  bestowed  on  the  waites  of  Thirsk,  Dar- 
lington, and  Cockermouth,  and  on  the  '"'Skottes  minstrells." 
Money  was  also  ''given  to  Sir  Ilenery  Persey's  minstrcllcs 
in  reward." 

In  Alnwick  there  were  usually  two  waits,  but  for  a  while 
in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  were  three. 
Each  had  a  salary  of  one  pound,  and  livery  clothes  ;  at  first 
only  a  coat,  which  was  blue  ;  in  1G59  there  was  paid  "for  two 
Blew  Coats  \os.  ;"  which,  in  16ST,  must  have  been  trimmed 
as  a  livery,  for  there  was  "paid  for  IJlew  Coats  triming  and 
making  to  tlie  waitts  £3  Is.  3d."  Seven  years  later  tliey 
were  decorated  with  yellow  plush  breeches,  and  an  extraordi- 
nary quantity  of  lace  and  buttons,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing account: —  . 

"  1G9 1.— To  Goo.  Aider  for  tlio  Waitts  Coats  Stay  tape  3d.,  8  vards  Bluo 
Cloth  £2.,  Thread  Od.,  Canvis  9d  — £2  Is.  M.,  15  doz.  La:  huttonsos.,  3  doz. 
Buttons  Gd. — an.  Gd.,  30  yds.  Laco  Ss.,  Lining  6d. — 83.  Gd.,  0  yds.  I'laiiish 
lOs.  Gd." 

The  entries  in  the  corporation  accounts  for  waits'  liveries 
are  numerous  ;  a  few  extracts  arc  given  to  show  the  extent  of 
the  expenditure  at  different  periods. 

"IGIL— Item  to  tho  Waits  for  their  Coats  303.  1G45.— 2  Coatcs  to  tho 
Towno's  AVaytes  2l3.  1705.— For  Dyeing  tho  Waitts  Coats  123.  17G6.— 
Thomas  MofVatt  for  Mnsieians'  Silver  laced  Hats  £3  ITs.  Od. ;  Mr  Iliehard 
ytrothcr  for  Trimming  for  tlic  Jlusicians  Clotlics,  making  them  ,.^-c  £  1  1 7s.  1  id. ; 

*    Liber  Albus,  ])p.  ill.  .'IGO. 
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irr  Gray  jiin.  fur  \hc  jMusiciuus  Cloriths  £9  lo.s.  lil.  1808.  -  ::\Ionr;it  for  "Waitr-:^ 
ITiits  and  Laro  VI  18s.  Od.  ;  Hardy  for  Waitcs  Liveries  and  Herds  Cockado 
£13  12s.  lOd." 

The  town's  livery  was  sliewy  and  costly  in  the  nineteenth 
century  ;  tlie  coat  was  made  of  blue  broad  cloth,  faced  with 
yellow  cloth,  trimmed  with  silver  lace,  and  silver  lacqucnxl 
buttons  having'  on  them  the  town's  arms  ;  and  attached  to 
one  sleeve  was  the  town's  badge  of  silver,  with  the  figure  of 
St.  Michael  killing  the  dragon,  copied  from  the  town's  seal ; 
the  vest  was  of  yellow,  trimmed  in  like  manner  with  silver 
lace  and  buttons ;  and  the  breeches  were  of  yellow  plush  ;  a 
hat  with  a  cockade  and  silver  lace  completed  the  outfit. 
Truly  it  was  a  gallant  livery  ;  and  proud  was  the  town  of 
these  functionaries  when  tricked  out  on  public  occasions. 
To  the  waits  belonged  the  livery  clothes  with  the  exception 
of  the  badges,  of  Avhicli  they  had  only  the  use.  Two  of  these 
badges  were  bought  in  1705  and  cost  54s.  ;  in  1760  there  was 
*'])aid  Mr.  Langlands,  goldsmith,  Newcastle,  for  mending  2 
old  silver  badg(\s  and  making  a  new  one  for  the  musicians 
£1  19s.  Od."  Tlicy  arc  still  preserved  among  the  corpora- 
tion muniments. 

The  waits  were  the  town's  musicians,  and  attended,  dressed 
in  livery,  public  ceremonials;  at  Fastern'seve,  at  the  Alnwick 
fair,  at  the  Alnwick  feast,  and  especially  on  St.  ]\lark's  Day. 
In  lG-15  there  was  "given  to  the  waytes  the  last  St.  jMark's 
Day  Is."  They  were  the  musiciaiis  of  the  companies  or  trades, 
who,  in  the  days  of  yore,  indulged  themselves  with  music  at 
their  meetings.     In  KMO  the  Skinners  paid  6s.  to  the  waits. 

The  peculiar  vocation  of  the  waits,  however,  Avas  to  per- 
ambulate the  town  on  the  winter  mornings  and  serenade  the 
inhabitants.  Accompanied  by  a  "caller,"  they  went  through 
all  the  streets  of  the  town,  every  morning  from  Martinmas  to 
the  end  of  January,  commencing  about  midnight,  excepting 
■when  tlie  weather  was  very  inclement.  As  they  passed  along, 
they  played  on  fiddles  the  favourite  tunes  of  the  district ;  the 
"  Caller"  at  the  same  time  proclaiming  with  a  loud  voice,  the 
hour  of  the  night,  and  the  state  of  the  weather  after  this 
fashion — "Good  morrow  masters  all!  half-past  three  o'clock 
in  a  frosty  morning."  Once  or  twice  a  week  "the  names 
were  called  ;"  that  is  every  individual  householder  was  hailed 
by  name  as — "Good  morrow  Mister  Turner!  good  morrow 
INIistress  Turner!  half-past  two  o'clock  in  a  cloudy  morning ; 
Good  morrow  Mister  Smitli !  good  morrow  Mistress  Smith ! 
tliree  o'clock  in  a  rainy  morning."     While  the  names  were 
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called  over,  the  llddles  continued  to  play ;  and  the  conibined 
eftlc  of  th^  loud  resonant  voice  ^vith  the  shn  1  sti^ms,  m  tie 
daSk    and   silent  street,   had  a  singular   influence.      W 

.'ical  wild  music,  it  seemed  to  me  in  my  boyish  days,  ^^^  en 
minv  a  stru-slo  was  made  to  drive  away  sleep  that  I  might 
Uiten  to  t^iesTwonderful  voices  of  the  night !  On  the  Christ- 
mas  morning  there  was  a  diftcrent  call— 

"Dame!   Dame!  get  up  and  b;ike  your  pie, 
And  let  your  lazy  maiden  lie, 

On  Christmas  day  in  the  n)ornir.g  1 

On  New  Year's  Day  the  waits,  dressed  in  their  livery  called 
?teve?v  house  in  the  town  seeking  their  wait's-lee,  and  some- 
wl^more  than  £30  were  collected  by  them;  five  pound,  of 
whirh  were  naid  to  the  caller  for  his  lielp. 

Soventv  vears  ago  the  manov  of  Caoongate  l.a.l  waits  ; 
Blind  Mlitho  Mcllev  was  tho  la.t  of  then,,  a,ul  Join, 
Walton  was  his  caller.  .    ^.^^^-^j.   ^o 

Our  forefathers  took  advantage  of  every  Pj^ ^^^^^^^^XXins 
enjoy    themselves;    even  when  in    IGAO   ^^le   clu^inbuiai 

choose  waits,  they  spent  8d.     John  Y^V'l^^.e        Jo    Bone 
the  earliest  named;   he  was  also  elock-keepei       Jo    i  one 
oxtaimcars   and  played  before  the  freemen  on  St.  Maik. 
next  ^PP^^  \  ;;;\J     ^      reward;   but  the  first  order  regard- 
t^^^nlm^^^  "John  Busby,  John  Cuthl.ert- 
«orandWiUiam  Cuthbcrtson  is  elected  and  chosen  wailes 
fo    tCto'^e  0^^^  Alnwicke."     The  waits,  atthe  election  lu 
niS  hrnr^tedus  the  dominant  party  m  the  four-and- 
1,1b    liaanoy<  crushing  resolution  in 

^S?  :^^^^.;cie:ed^a;:l\^veed  that  John  Yotn.g  musician 
of  the  town  be  dismissed  from  his  said  employment,  and  hat 
we  '^InlHrn'  no  town  waits  for  the  future  ;  and  it  is  turther 
n-Urcd  t  ;  Win.  Cuthbertson,  Daniel  Cuthbcrtson  and  he 
It  d  Job     Young  shall  deliver  up  to  the  chamberkuns  the 

;' 'riiL^es,  or  otherwise  they  shall  be  srn^  fi. v    be  san    • 
The   Cuthbertsons,  howevc;i-,   came    into  kv  u    ao^n  j  ;     I 
resumed  their  oilice.     In  177G,  it  was  ordered   h  .      V.     l^;     | 
Daniel   and  William   Cuthbcrtson  w,aits  to  have  li\ei>  '"i.^^ 

?^r'hLa  uat.  to  „o  -."o;'i-w-,o-';;-- ,,..,- 

family  of  musi-ians  were  waits  ioi  ilU  )eaib, 

'''Whe;;  iui  Wm.  Cuthbertson  died,  a  notorious  chavacter- 
!>•  Ml    !    Vucceeded       On   tlie   18th  of   October,   l.bi), 

i:ra";S"^:tfFou..a,;a-Twc,,tyo.a.v.,U^ 
■  ■      M\mi  bo  and  is  l.eia-hy  alHlonitcd  .^n,;  nl  the  lo«  n     Mu  Ktan, 
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and  to  have  a  new  livory  and  liat  a3  the  vest,  wliicli  is  intended 
to  serve  3  years ;  and  that  if  he  goes  away  or  misbehaves 
before  the  end  of  the  Term,  that  then  he  sliall  give  up  the 
same  to  the  then  Chamberlains."  Tliey  evidently  had  doubts 
of  the  stability  of  this  unstable  man ;  but  on  the  same  day, 
by  order  of  the  chamberlains,  he  gave  a  specimen  of  his 
musical  skill,  in  the  Town  Hall,  and  was  rewarded  with 
2s.  6d.  The  dull  quietude  of  a  town  life  was  not  to  his  taste  ; 
for  though  patronised,  it  is  said,  by  the  duche»8  of  Northum- 
berland, he  soon  broke  loose,  and  on  September  29th,  1770, 
he  was  discharged  from  his  office,  and  ordered  to  elelivcr  up 
his  livery,  hat  and  badge,  "  he  having  misbehaved  himself." 
Famous  was  Allan  for  his  roguery,  as  well  as  for  his  skill  in 
playing  on  the  Northumbrian  Small  Pipes.  Born  in  the  Gipsy 
camp,  in  Rothbury  Forest,  in  1730,  he  inherited  the  roving 
liabits  of  the  tribe.  His  strength  and  agility  were  displayed 
in  all  kinds  of  sport,  and  his  superiority  as  a  musician  made 
liim  a  welcome  visitor  of  fairs  and  merry-makings  ;  bvit  his 
irregular  habits  and  thievish  proi)ensities  frequently  brought 
him  into  trouble.  He  was  twice  tried  for  felony  and  acquitted; 
but  he  Avas  afterwards  convicted  of  horse  stealing,  and  sen- 
tenced to  death.  His  sentence,  however,  was  commuted  into 
perpetual  imprisonment,  and  his  long  and  stormy  life  was 
closed  in  prison  on  November  13th,  1810.  His  feats  as  a 
musician  and  sporting  man,  his  troubles,  his  escapes,  and  his 
crimes  are  recorded  in  a  volume  which  was  publislied  in 
Alnwick  ;  but  it  is  supposed  that  numy  portions  are  but  fancy 
sketches. 

Another  fainily  of  musicians  succeeded  in  1771,  when 
Thomas  Coward,  junr.,  son  of  Thomas  Coward,  shoemaker, 
was  appointed  ;  and  he  was  rewarded  Avith  2s.  6d,  *'  for  his 
trouble  in  playing  before  several  of  the  Coiamon  Council 
hy  way  of  a  treat;'''  the  treat  could  not  have  been  very 
exquisite — for  Coward  was  not  a  proficient  musician ;  but 
say  the  four-and-twenty,  "  in  case  he  shall  behave  himself 
well  and  orderly  in  the  ensuing  winter,  then  the  simi  of  five 
guineas  shall  be  expended  at  or  about  Candlemas  towards 
having  him  instructed  in  playing  on  llie  Violin."  His  con- 
duct was  satisfactory,  the  iive  guineas  were  paid,  and  he 
continued  a  wait  in  Alnwick  till  liis  death.  His  son,  Thomas 
CoAvard,  after  the  death  of  Wm.  Cuthbertson,  Avas  appointed 
to  the  oflice  on  Nov.  4th  1800  ;  and  after  tlie  death  of  old 
Coward,  John  Hogg  succeeded  un  April  25tli,  1823.  Strong 
Avas  the  spirit   of  reform  thvuughout   the  country  in   1831; 
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corporations  were  loudly  called  upon  to  set  their  houses  in 
order;  and  the  Alnwick  Corporation  feeling  tlie  pressure, 
destroyed  the  first  useless  looking  ohject  they  could  lay 
hold  of.  Ordered  say  they,  on  the  !^9th  September,  1831, 
''  that  the  office  of  town's  waites  be  discontinued,  and  that 
they  deliver  up  their  badges,  but  keep  their  present  livery." 
Then  fell  to  rise  no  more,  one  of  the  old  institutions  of 
Alnwick,  which  had  been  a  source  of  delight  to  the  burgesses, 
young  and  old,  for  centuries.  Many  lamented  the  destruction 
of  a  harmless,  time-honoured,  and  pleasing  custom. 

Edward  lloodspath,  "  Fidler  excellcntissime  " — so  says 
the  register  in  Alnwick  Church — was  buried  on  Nov.  Gth, 
1G92 ;  yet  this  noted  fiddler  never  rose  to  tlie  dignity  of  wait. 
One,  however,  of  the  last  waits  deserves  a  passing  notice,  as 
a  musician  of  refined  taste  and  wonderful  skill.  1  have  heard 
Paganini  and  other  famous  violin  players,  but  none  of  their 
extraordinary  performances  had  so  much  poAver  over  me,  as 
our  border  airs,  when  played  by  Thomas  Coward.  lie 
achieved  greater  Avonders  than  even  Orpheus  did ;  he  was 
musician  to  the  Shoemakers  Com])any,  to  which  he  belonged, 
the  most  uproarious  and  turbulent  of  all  bodies ;  and  yet 
lie  did,  by  his  magic  strains,  hush  them  to  silence  and 
reduce  them  to  harmony,  even  after  they  had  enjoyed  their 
goose,  plum-pudding,  beer,  and  punch.  A  monument  in  the 
church  yard  pays  a  tribute  to  his  memory  in  the  following 
inscription : — "  This  Stone  Avas  erected  by  Friends  and 
Admirers  of  INIr.  Thomus  CoAvard,  INlusician,  The  last  of  the 
AVaits  of  this  Ancient  IJorougli,  who  died  on  tlie  (3th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1815,  aged  61  years. 

!Mute  is  the  Music,  motionless  the  hand 

Tliat  touched  with  ISlagic  Bow  tlie  Irenibling  strings  ; 

But  memory  hath  emhahned  those  viol  tunes 

Which  filled  tlie  enraptured  ear  and  charmed  the  soul." 

He  Avas  not,  hoAvevcr,  the  last  Avait ;  his  colleague  John  Hogg, 
died  in  18G5. 

Horse  llacing.  About  fifty  years  ago,  horse  racing 
ceased  to  exist  in  AhiAvick  ;  but  during  the  tAA'o  preceding 
centuries  it  Avas  a  favourite  public  amusement,  under  the 
direction  and  patronage  of  the  corporation.  The  course  Avas 
on  Hat  high  groimd,  on  AhiAvick  Moor,  called  IIobberlaAV  Edge, 
but  in  more  recent  times,  the  race  ground.  Some  of  the  Court 
Leet  minutes  are  interspersed  among  the  corporation  records; 
and  in  one  of  these  minutes  is  the  earliest  reference  to  the 
races : — 
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"Manner   \      At  the    Cort  Looto   and  Cort  Barron  of  the   Right    lion. 

and         f  AJgurnoono  Earlo  of  NortliuniLcrland,  huld  fortho  naid  I\Iannor 

Biirroughof  I  and  BiuTOUgh,  beforo  Matthias  Huutur,  gen.  dej).  Steward  of 

Alnwick.  ]  the  said  Cort,  on  Monday,  17th  of  Aprill,  IG.jl. 
It  is  at  the  eaid  Cort  upon  consideration  had  of  the  desyers  of  the  Burrough 
and  other  inhabitants  within  the  Said  JMannor  and  ]3uitow,  in  relation  to  the 
altering  of  tho  Com-so  of  accuatomed  Horse  race  constantly  liad  in  the  Conunon 
of  tho  said  Burrow,  called  Hohberlaw  Edge,  That  for  the  future  tho  coiu'se 
shall  bo  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  INIark,  tho  Evangelist,  tho  course  being  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  Stoopes  leaving  the  several  Stoopes  on  their  righthands,  which 
are  to  bo  placed  in  this  manner,  tho  first  where  they  are  to  begin,  tho  second 
Stoop  leading  towards  tho  grecno  way  that  leads  toward  Ilobberlaw  House 
and  then  direct  west  down  towards  a  round  hill  on  this  side  of  Branxpeth 
from  thensc  North  East  to  the  same  Bell  Bush." 

From  this  it  appears  that  racing  wa.s  an  okl  institution  in 
Alnwich,  for  in  1654,  it  is  spoken  of  as  accustomed  and  con- 
stantly hekl  on  the  conmion. 

The  Ahiwiclc  corporation,  Ukc  many  others,  dabhled  a  Httle 
in  poHtics ;  and  tlieir  support  of  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  representation  of  the  county,  was  rewarded  hy  a  gift, 
which  gave  additional  importance  to  the  Alnwick  Kaces. 

"  1685  May  G.  Whereas  Thomas  Forstor  of  Ethorston  Esq.  did  propose 
himselfo  to  stand  to  servo  our  Soverainge  Lord  King  James  in  Barliament  att 
tho  immediate  sessions  by  his  IMajestii  s  proclamation  to  sitt  and  begin  the 
uinetenth  day  of  this  instant  May  :  The  said  Thomas  Forstor  fur  reasons  to 
his  solfo  kno^vlle,  declined  his  design,  and  in  consideration  of  the  fre  respci  L 
ehcwcd  him  from  the  freemen  of  the  Brough  of  Alnwicke  is  pleased  to  give  to 
tho  said  iVee  men  tho  sumo  of  twenty  puiuids,  which  said  sumo  wee  the  said 
fi'ccmen  doe  hereby  thirike  fitt  to  convert  into  a  peecc  of  plate  of  thr:  true  in- 
trinsick  value  of  twenty  pounds,  which  plate  sliall  bo  run  for  by  tlio  horso 
Gelding  or  IMairo,  tho  proper  goods  of  any  freemen  at  this  day  in  his  or  thairo 
possession  it  to  be  run  for  upon  the  Tuesday  in  Whitsun  weeko  this  Ycare  and 
Yoarely  and  e^ery  Yearo  hereafter,  upon  Tuesday  after  St.  Mark's  Day  fur 
ever  ]\creafter.  And  what  freemen  shall  put  liis  hoiso  &e.  to  Iinnn  for  tho 
eaid  Plato  shall  depose  upon  the  Evangelists  before  the  Cliamberlaius  of  tlio 
Brougli  for  tho  time  being,  that  such  horse  &c.  is  his  own  proper  goods,  and 
hath  been  for  two  months  before  the  said  day  yearly  and  every  yeare.  And 
overj'  such  freeman  producing  such  horse  Gelding  or  Marc  shall  putt  into  ono 
of  tho  Chamberlaines  hands  for  the  time  being  tliesuiu  of  as.,  v.'liich  Stake.i 
80  put  downo  shall  ho  delivered  to  him  whoes  horse  &e.  shall  whni  tlie  Ce>arsi: 
togeathcr  with  the  jdate.  iVjid  what  ireeman  sliall  receive  the  said  ]ilaite  sliall 
enter  into  good  security  to  refourid  the  said  jilaili!  u]ion  the  Tuesday  after  St. 
Mark's  day  in  the  Insuing  yeare.  And  ever  horse  ice.  see  to  liuim  his 
Eider  shall  wight  10  Stone  and  the  horso  to  carry  sadlo  aiul  bridle.  And 
noo  freeman  not  Iidiabitting  in  tho  said  Brough  shall  ever  bo  permitted 
to  present  any  horso  gelding  or  maire,  Noo  exceiitions  of  valine  of  horso 
price  for  this  year.  And  to  rmui  the  usuall  course  of  Ilobberlaw  Edge  oneo 
aboute." 

After  this,  there  are  frequent  entries  in  the  accounts  for 
mending  tlie  race  course — for  proclaiming  the  plate  at  Mor 
peth,  Hexham,  and  Woolcr;    aiul  ibr  the  drummer.      The 
chamberlains  neglected  not  to  drink  "  Esq.  Forstcr's  healtli 
wlu'u  tho  plate  came  home.''     Thev  s]wnt  in  "  Ki'Jlx — May 
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ISth  for  ale  in  the  Tankavd  to  drink  Esqr.  Forstcr'.s  health  Is," 
All  honour  was  conferred  on  Esq.  Forster  and  his  friends  ; 
Thomas  Forster,  Esq.,  of  Ederston ;  John  F'orster,  of  IJani- 
brough;  and  Richard  Forster,  Esq.,  of  Newham,  were  in 
1690  "  admitted  to  their  personall  fredonie  of  this  Towne  of 
Alnwick  ;  "  and  in  1700,  ]<\rdinando  Forster,  Esq.,  received 
the  same  honour.  In  1102  there  is  entered  "Ivichard  Shanks, 
for  2  pair  of  Gloves  upon  Inviting  to  Esq.  Forster's  funerall 

Tlie  plan  adopted  of  giving-  the  use  of  the  £20  plate,  for 
one  year,  to  the  winner  of  the  race  "  was  thouglit  not  to  be 
useful;"  and  therefore,  this  great  plate  w^as  sold  in  109(3 
for  £16  7s.  7d.,  and  the  interest  of  the  sum  applied  to  a  small 
plate  to  be  run  for  by  freemen's  horses  not  aliove  £5  value, 
with  this  condition — that  any  horse  offering  to  run  for  the 
prize  might  be  purchased  by  the  chamberlains  or  any  freeman, 
for  that  sum.  In  1710,  and  for  some  years  afterwards,  the 
prizes  run  for  Avere  20s.  and  a  £10  plate. 

Electioneering  again  brought  rewards  to  the  corporation  in 
1730,  in  the  form  of  race  prizes.  "  A  Ten  Guinea  prize"  was 
given  by  Lord  Tankerville  on  behalf  of  Lord  Ossulston,  to 
be  run  for  by  galloways.  Ilacing  had  now,  in  AluAvick, 
reached  its  culminating  point;  this  Avas  a  wonderful  year 
for  the  turf,  llesides  Ossulston's  prize,  there  was  a  twenty 
pound  plate  from  the  cori)oration,  for  which  a  guinea  entrance 
was  paid  ;  a  fifteen  pound  plate  was  given  by  the  innkeepers 
of  Ahiwirk,  for  whicli  there  was  also  a  guinea  entrance; 
another  galloway  plate,  of  ten  pounds  ;  a  hunters'  ])late,  of 
£30  ;  a  forty  guinea  subscription  plate,  and  a  freemen's  plate. 

A  fcAV  years  after  this  the  races  dwindle  away  ;  and  when 
we  meet  with  records  of  them  again  in  1750,  the  prizes  were 
to  be  run  for  by  freemen's  horses,  and  consisted  of  a  two 
guinea  and  a  one  guinea  plate,  '^  bought  by  three  years  interest 
of  Esquire  Forster's  money." 

Horse  racing  could  not  be  expected  to  flourish  very  vigo- 
rously for  any  length  of  time  in  Alnwick.  During  the  last 
century  a  considerable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  were  dissen- 
ters, who  were,  generally,  either  hostile  or  not  favourably 
disposed  to  such  amusements  as  horse  racing  and  cock 
fighting.  The  Methodists,  too,  who  were  in  the  latter  part 
of  that  century  an  earnest,  proselyting  body,  did  what  they 
could  to  check  such  sports  ;  and  in  tliis  work  Ivobert  Rand 
distinguished  himself.  "  He  "svas  a  man  of  great  simplicity 
of  manners  and  earnestness  of  spirit,  but  was  sadly  hampered 
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with  his  partner.  It  was  customary  for  him  to  stand  at  the 
door  of  his  house,  in  Clayport  Street,  to  warn  the  people  of 
their  danger  during  the  races,  and  to  impress  them  witli  the 
precepts  of  Christianity.  On  one  of  these  occasions  his  wife, 
perhaps  as  much  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  punishment  as 
personal  enjoyment,  leaped  hehind  a  person,  on  horsehack,  on 
his  way  to  the  race  ground,  and  left  her  husband  to  continue 
the  word  of  caution  or  exhortation,  which  proved  an  annoy- 
ance to  herself."* 

Bull  Baiting.  Somewhat  more  than  half  a  century  ago, 
the  barbarous  sport  of  bull  baiting  was  enjoyed  with  much 
zest  by  the  women,  as  well  as  by  the  men  of  Alnwick  and  the 
neighbourhood.  It  had  the  countenance  and  support  of  the 
corporation  from  an  early  period  ;  in  1664,  Is.  4d.  Avas  paid 
*' for  setting  the  Bull  Stob;"  in  1680,  Ss,  for  a  bull  rope; 
in  1695  "  paid  to  John  Ncsbit  and  John  Gair  for  bringing 
the  stone  for  the  Bull  ring  Is. ;  for  Iron  and  Lead  to  it  7s. 
lid.;"  in  1750,  William  Young  Avas  paid  lOd.  "for  going  to 
Alemouth  for  a  rope  to  bait  a  Bull,"  Alnmouth  being  then  in 
advance  of  Alnwick  in  having  a  ropery.  This  stone  is  still  in 
the  centre  of  the  Market  Place ;  but  the  large  iron  ring  to 
which  the  rope  Avas  fastened  Avas  removed  many  years  ago.  As 
branks,  thumb  scrcAA's,  and  boots,  instruments  of  torture,  are 
preserved  in  museums,  so  may  tin's  stone  remain  in  the 
market  as  a  liistoric  memorial. 

When  a  bidl  Avas  baited,  the  Market  Place  Avas  crOAvdcd 
Avith  spectators — thousands  Avero  sometimes  there ;  and  such 
exhibitions  Avere  not  imfrequent ;  toAvards  the  close  of  last 
century  as  many  as  seven  bulls  Avere  baited  in  the  course  of 
one  Avinter.  Indeed,  the  lovers  of  this  sport,  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  seem  to  have  considered  they  had  a  vested  in- 
terest in  bull  baiting.  One  butcher  setting  public  opinion  at 
defiance,  AA'hether  from  humanity  or  selfishness  does  not  appear, 
killed  his  bull  in  1709  Avithout  baiting  him  ;  and  accordingly 
the  defiant  butcher  Avas  dragged  before  the  Court  Leet  for  liis 
oftence.  "  We,"  say  the  jurors,  "  present  Henry  ITerrison, 
Butcher,  for  killing  a  Bull  and  not  Baiting  him  contrary  " — 
but  Henry  Ilerrison  escaped  punishment,  for  the  verdict  Avas 
*'noe  proofe." 

The  rope  by  Avhich  the  bull  Avas  fastened  to  the  ring,Avas  tied 
around  the  root  of  the  horns  and  was  about  fifteen  feet  long,  and 

*  Everett's  MSS.  Our  distinguished  towisman,  the  Rev.  James  Everett,  lias 
kindly  furnished  nie  with  several  interesting  notes  relating  to  Alnwick. 
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dog  after  dog  was  let  loose  upon  him  iind  endeavoured  to  tear 
his  flesh,  till  maddeuedwith  rage  he  sought  to  gore  his  aggressor 
or  toss  him  into  the  air.  Sporting  men  then  kept  and  trained 
bull-dogs  and  gloried  in  their  achievements,  just  as  sporting 
men  now  keep,  and  train,  and  glory  in  their  fox-hounds,  and 
racing  horses,  and  the  masters  were  careful  and  watcliful  of 
them,  while  engaged  in  the  fight;  and  if  any  Avas  likely  to  fall 
exhausted  before  the  power  of  the  bull,  the  master  would  rush 
forward,  and  drag  the  dog  away  all  foaming  at  the  mouth, 
and  covered  with  sweat  and  blood,  and  plunge  him  into  the 
cool  Avater  of  St.  Michael's  trough  ;  and  then,  refreshed  it 
may  be  with  the  bath,  back  he  would  be  brought  to  try 
again  his  prowess  with  the  bull.  Sport,  this  may  have 
been  to  vitiated  tastes;  but  cruel  sport  it  was — to  the 
bull,  and  to  many  of  the  dogs  it  was  death.  On  October 
25th,  1773,  a  bull  was  baited  in  Alnwick  and  treated  with 
such  brutal  wantoness,  that  he  lay  down  and  expired.  On 
November  11th,  1788,  another  was  so  baited,  that  enraged 
he  threw  down  two  ti-adesmen,  one  of  whom  had  his  leg 
broken,  and  the  other  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head. 
One  bull  broke  loose  and  galloped  wildly  through  the  streets, 
tossing  dogs  lifeless  into  the  air  and  trampling  down  those 
blocking  his  way.  What  a  scamper  there  was  among  the 
crowd  to  escape  injury  !  lie  was  pursued,  however,  by  men 
and  dogs,  and  at  length  caught  in  Uenwick  Lane  and  brought 
back  in  a  wretched  triumphal  display  with  an  Alnwick  Free- 
man, who  was  notable  in  his  day,  riding  on  his  back  !  And 
yet  the  accomplished  Windham  defended  these  brutal  prac- 
tices !  I  recollect  the  two  last  bull-baitings  in  Alnwick. 
Though  a  miserable,  it  was  still  an  exciting  scene;  the 
market  was  crowded  with  women  as  well  as  men  ;  they  were 
clustered  in  the  windows,  on  the  cross,  on  the  Town  Hall 
stairs,  and  on  the  Shambles.  I  still  seem  to  hear  the  loud 
bellowings  of  the  bull,  the  deep  barkings  of  the  dogs,  the 
shouting  of  men,  mingled  with  the  shrieking  of  women,  as 
the  crowd  swayed  to  and  fro  with  the  changing  fortunes  of 
the  fight. 

Percival  Stockdale,  the  eccentric  but  able  vicar  of  Lesbury, 
raised  his  voice  against  this  barbarity,  in  1804  ;  and  delighted 
w\as  the  vain  old  man  when  '^  the  saintly  John  Marshall," 
Burgher  minister  of  Alnwick,  also  preached  against  it,  and 
commended  hi<J  pamphlet.  From  such  inlluences,  public 
opinion  progressed  in  Alnwick  ami  put  down  this  cruel  sport, 
long  before  it  was  forbidden  by  act  of  Parliament,  in  1835. 

OK 
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CoclifightuKj .  The  corporation  extended  its  support  to 
cock-fightini^ — another  cruel  sport — much  indulged  in  by  the 
people  of  Alnwick,  where  it  lingered  longer  than  bull-baiting. 
The  old  cock-pit  in  Alnwick  belonged  to  the  corporation, 
and  was  situat(Ml  not  far  from  Pottergate  Tower.  In  1G95 
"Richard  Shanks  at  the  cock-pit"  is  paid  Gd  ;  for  making 
the  cock-pit  1718  John  Reavley  is  paid  the  same  sum.  To 
Henry  Swinhoe,  on  October  13th,  1G96,  was  let  at  4d.  a  year, 
the  Town  Ridge,  in  Pottergate  Close,  "  he  to  have  the 
Liberty  of  the  Cock-pit ;"  and  in  1704  to  Luke  Ilindmarsh, 
was  demised  for  four  years  at  5s.  yearly,  "  the  Towne's  Rige 
leading  to  Pottergate  Tower,  with  the  Cock-pit  Roundabout ; 
and  to  make  a  hrmc  passage  from  the  pitts  up  to  Pottergate 
Close." 

In  the  early  part  of  this  century  there  were  several  cock- 
pits in  the  town,  and  some  coarse  minded  men  were  then 
very  famous  for  their  game  cocks.  The  following  two  hand- 
bills shew  the  gambling  character  of  the  sport  : — 

"  To  bo  foufi'lit  for,  at  tho  Goiitlcnian's  Subscription  pit,  Abiwick,  on 
Easter  IMonday,  April  3rd  1809,  Twenty  fre  pounds,  by  Cocks,  Sttigs,  and 
ISUnkards,  •Jib.  loz.  tlio  hii^hcat.  Also  tho  Sumo  day,  Twenti/  Jirc  pound-i,  by 
ditto,  4lb.  12oz.  tlio  liighost.  Stag's  to  bo  allowed  l\oz,  and  Blinkards  2oz, 
and  2oz.  for  feathers.  To  weigh  at  tho  Spread  Eag-lo  Inn  at  8  o'clock,  on  tho 
morning  of  fighting." 

"  A  Subscription  IMain,  to  bo  fought  for  at  Rob.  Wcelis's  Pit,  Alnwick,  on 
Monday  April  '27  1809,  Fifdj  Poitiuh,  by  Cocks,  Slag.s,  and  Blinkard.s,  4ll).  \o/.. 
the  highest.  Also  the  same  day.  Fifty  FukihIs,  by  ditto,  4lb.  I'ioz.  tho  higlicst. 
Stags  to  bo  allowed  l^oz. :  and  lilinkards  2oz.  and  2oz  for  feathers.  To 
weigh  at  9  o'clock  in  tlio  morning.  Ciontleuien's  named  to  be  taken  at  ilr. 
Pixou's,  Crey'a  Inn." 

Slirovctide.  "  Collop  iNIonday  and  Pancake  Tuesday " 
occur  at  Shrovetide,  which  is  so  called  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
serif  an,  to  shrive  or  receive  confession,  and  tid,  the  tin\e  or 
season  ;  for  on  the  Tuesday  confession  was  matle  to  the  ])riost, 
as  a  preparation  for  the  observance  of  Lent.  On  Collop 
Monday  the  dinner  consisted  of  eggs  and  collops,  that  is 
slices  of  salted  meat  fried,  the  kind  used  by  our  fore-fathers 
during  winter  ;  on  that  day  they  bade  adieu  for  awhile  to 
flesh,  as  the  Lenten  fast  commenced  on  Shrove  Tuesday. 
Collops  were  in  general  use  some  forty  years  ago  on  the  Mon- 
day in  Alnwick;  but,  though  this  custom  has  fallen  off,  pan- 
cakes are  still  indulged  in,  on  the  Tuesday,  by  many.  For- 
merly people  were  called  to  the  preparation  of  this  dainty  by 
the  ringing  of  the  pancake  bell  in  the  church.  "  Slirovc 
Tuesday,"  says  Taylor  in  1630,  "  at  whose  entrance  in  tlu' 
morning    all     the    whole     kingdom    is     unquiet,    but     by 
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t},at  time   the  clock  strikes  eleven,  (which  by  the  help  of  a 

On  Shro.e   Tuesday,  tl.cre  was  .u  many  1 »;  ■''^^     I,  .'^^  "^ 

the  ceremonial  at  A  mMck   in  i  <u 

the  town  eame  playing  to  the  ^^^  ^' ^^-^^Z:,,     Some 

l,all  .as  thrown  «- ^  - -^^  ^i  ^      olldli;  in  Alnwick. 

Iho  ■novo  visorons  c«n.batiint>  IvuU.a  "•'"'>  ,  , 

seized  upon  it  and  Ikd  '^^^  1     ,    .   tlnon-h  or  swam  over, 

S  victov  ...  the  l,evo  of  ,1.0  cluy,  an;  i;-^'\f     »     ° ';;,»-„f 
A  similar  custom  was  "!'"»';'"      ,'^'";,i,s-  at  Woolov 
England,  varied    '-;;--^i,-„^^«  ■  7^^:  manica  ;   at.ov 
the  n-ame  was  between   the  maiiitu  .„,i,..,vnuT(>a  to 

l^eknig  the  ball  thronghthe^ town,  ^^^ :^r::::^^::^ 
kick  it  into  the  hopper  ot  hai  Y^^V  y/  i/'.  ^  ^^  .,  of  yore, 
^vhich  stands  at  "  the  crook  ot  he  ii  1 ,  ^^^"^^^^ 
the  contest  sometimescmitmnediorthice  day       UtUi 

;;^^u.^ri;rs;;u-rr.ctr-s:;aominaoo,,ii.. 
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that  old  usages  after  becoming  effete  can  be  revived ;  each 
age  developes  not  only  its  own  ideas  and  fancies,  but  even 
its  ])lays  and  amusements. 

All  the  ordinary  games  of  foot-ball,  hand-ball,  droppy- 
pocket-handkerchief,kittie-cat-and-buckstick,or  as  it  is  called 
in  Scotland  hornie-holes, clubbing  or  bandy-ball,  and  through- 
the-needle-e'e,  were  played  in  the  Pasture  at  Shrove-tide, 
Easter,  Whitsuntide,  Michaelmas,  Christmas,  and  other  holi- 
days ;  but  a  favourite  pastime  of  girls — heppy-ball  deserves  a 
passing  notice,  because  accompanied  by  a  peculiar  local  song. 
The  name  indicates  the  cliaracter  of  the  game;  hep  is  from 
ccpan,  Anglo-Saxon,  kappan,  Tuet.,  to  catch,  or  capture  ;  for 
when  the  game  was  played  at  by  several,  the  ball  was  thrown 
in  the  air  and  hepped  or  intercepted  in  its  descent  by  one  or 
other  of  the  girls,  and  it  was  then  thrown  up  again  to  be 
caught  by  some  other.  But  Avhen  the  song  Avas  sung,  it  was 
played  at  by  one  girl,  wlio  sent  the  ball  against  a  tree  and 
drove  it  back  again  as  often  as  she  could,  saying  the  following 
rhymes,  in  order  to  divine  her  matrimonial  fortune  : — 

"  Kt-ppy  ball,  keppy  hall,  Coban  tree, 
(Joiiie  down  tlie  long  loaniii'  and  tell  to  nic 
The  form  and  tlie  teatiirf!s,  the  speech,  and  degree 
Of  llic  man  that  is  my  tiue  love  to  be. 

:;  Keppy  ball,  keppy  ball,  Coban  tree, 

,       ',       Come  down  tlie  long  loanin'  and  tell  to  me 
How  many  years  old  I  am  to  be. 

One  a  maiden,  two  a  wife, 

Three  a  maiden,  four  a  wife,  &c.," 

the  numbers  being  continued  as  long  as  the  ball  could  be 
kept  rebounding  against  the  tree.  Capon,  cohan,  and  covine 
are  several  names  of  the  same  tree,  the  letters  p,  b,  and  v, 
being  interchangeable.  Not  far  from  Fernihurst  Castle,  a 
very  large  oak  tree,  one  of  the  last  remains  of  the  great  forest 
of  Jed,  is  called  the  capon  tree;  and  near  to  Brampton,  by 
the  road  side,  stands  the  branchless  trunk  of  a  capon  tree, 
beneath  whose  shade,  tradition  says,  a  cold  collation,  of 
Avhich  capons  were  the  principal  dainties,  was  provided  for 
the  judges  of  assize,  when  met  there  by  the  authorities  of 
Carlisle.  Dr.  Jamieson  describes  covin  tree  as  "  a  large 
tree  in  front  of  an  old  Scottish  mansion  house  where  the 
laird  always  met  his  visitors;"  and  it  is  very  probable  that 
the  coban  or  capon  tree,  referred  to  in  our  local  rhyme,  stood 
in  the  pasture  which  is  near  to  Alnwick  Castle. 
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School-boy-plays  were  enjoyed,  -when  I  was  yoimg,^  in  the 
public  Market  Place  ;  and  a  cheerful  merry  scene  it  then 
presented  every  ordinary  day,  from  noon  till  two  o'clock,  and 
again  in  the  evening,  during  summer  time,  by  groups  of 
children  and  youths  heartily  engaged  in  various  amusements. 
Older  lads  chiefly  patronised  football,  not  in  hails  or  matches, 
but  by  kicks  sending  the  ball  high  up  in  the  air.  Games 
Avith  marbles,  handball,  tops,  skippin<^  rope,  hunt  the  hare, 
Avere  all  played  there  in  their  respective  seasons.  Watch- 
wehs  or  stealy-clothes,  a  border  sport  representing  the  old 
contentions  between  English  and  Scotch,  was  phiyed  with 
great  eagerness.  At  equal  distances  from  a  central  line 
the  respective  parties  placed  their  wehs  or  clothes,  consist- 
ing of  coats,  caps,  handkerchiefs,  knives,  or  anything  a  boy 
possessed;  and  each  party  struggled  vigorously  to  take  their 
opponents  prisoners  and  steal  all  their  wchs.  Soul  urn,  a 
peculiar  game,  played  there  by  boys  or  lads,  not  by  girls, 
was  something  like  the  old  pastime  of  club-ball,  from  Avhich 
the  more  modern  and  fashionable  cricket  seems  to  have 
oi-iginated.  Soulum  Avas  played  by  tAVO  parties  one  out  and 
the  other  in,  nnd  Avith  bat  and  ball  as  in  cricket ;  but  there 
Avere  no  Avickets,  and  only  thtee  bays.  The  object  of  the 
party  in  Avas  to  run  as  often  as  possible  to  the  tliree  bays, 
after  the  ball  had  been  successfully  struck,  and  of  the  party 
out  to  hit  the  runner  Avith  the  ball,  or  to  throAv  it  to  the  iiist 
bay  before  the  runner  reached  it.  I  have  not  learnt  that  the 
name  Soiihon  is  in  use  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  ; 
nor  can  I  say  avIumicc  it  has  l)ceu  derived. 

Culonel  Leslie,  in  lus  able  Avork  on  the  early  races  of  Scot- 
land, regards  the  practices  at  Fastern's  Eve  as  a  relic  of  a 
heathen  Celtic  festival;  it  Avas  the  period  fixed  at  Tyre  for  the 
Phoenician  festival  of  the  aAvakening  of  the  sun.  In  Brittany 
the  ball  is  contested  for  by  tAvo  connnunes;  and  Souvestre  con- 
siders the  ceremony  tliere,  is  a  vestige  of  s\ni  Avorship,  for  h  is 
called  iSouIe,  a  word  meaning  sun,  and  occurring  Avith  little 
variation  of  form  in  all  Celtic  languages.  Is  it  too  far-fetched 
to  link  our  Soulum  Avith  the  Breton  Avord  Soule!*  P.cltain 
fires,  hoAvever,  formerly  lighted  on  the  top  of  hills  and  even 
in  the  market  places  of  boroughs  at  INIayday,  I^lidsummer, 
IlalloAve'en,  and  other  times,  are  relics  of  sun  Avorship ;  the 

•  The  rromptorimn  rarridonm  gives  Soirlynyc  or  Solwynge  (Solwyiige  or 
making  fowle),  Macidacio,  &c.  The  defeated  party  may  have  been  legarded  as 
fowled  or  degraded. 
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heatlien  festival  of  Midsummer,  became  christianised  by  beiiu'- 
transferred  to  John  the  Baptist ;  according-  to  an  ohl  rhyme : — 

"  Then  doth  tlie  joyful  least  of 

Jolin  the  Baptist  take  his  turne, 
When  bonfires  great  with  lofty 
.  riaine  in  every  towiie  doe  burne." 

From  olden  time  bonfires*  Avere  an  established  institution  in 
the  Market  Place  of  Alnwick,  supported  by  corporate  author- 
ity  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  ;  and  tliey  were 
lighted  up  not  only  in  commemoration  of  great  events,  but 
also  on  the  church  festival  days,  wliicli  had  come  in  the 
place  of  the  heathenish  ceremonies  of  pro-historic  times. 

The  ancient  privileges  of  childrcji  are  now  sadly  abridged; 
they  have  been  driven  from  the  ^Market,  from  the  llaugb, 
from  the  Island,  from  Ihirbara's  Bank,  and  from  the  sides  of 
the  liver  where  they  bathed  and  fished.  I  like  not  these 
aggressions  on  youthful  enjoyments.  Men  engaged  in  the 
struggle  of  life,  and  engrossed  witli  business  and  money- 
making  need  not  forget  that  they  Avere  once  young.  In  a 
quiet  toAvn,  tlie  INIarket  Place  is  little  used  excepting  on  fair 
and  market-days  ;  but  our  modern  local  imjjrovement  acts 
have  silenced  tlie  joj  ful  ring  of  youtliful  voices,  Avhich  sounded 
so  pleasing  to  a  former  generation. 

Carlimjs.  The  preparation  and  eating  of  carHngs  is  a 
nortliern  custom,  and  still  flourishes  in  Ahiwick.  Peas 
steeped  for  a  night  in  water,  and  then  fried  or  bristled  in  a 
j)an  with  butter,  are  calh'd  carlings.  To  make  tliem  more 
palatable,  they  are  ilavo\tred  with  sugar,  pepper,  and  brandy, 
and  are  eaten  on  the  Passion  or  Carle  or  Care  Sunday  (two 
Aveeks  before  Easter)  and  on  the  Monday  following.  Doubt- 
less the  custom  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  by  some  has  been 
carried  back  to  Saxon  times.  An  old  Scottish  song  in  the 
seAcnteenth  century  refers  to  them — 

"  There'll  be  all  the  lads  and  lasses 
Set  down  in  the  midst  of  the  lia', 
L  The  Sybows,  and  llifarts,  and  Carlings, 

That  are  both  sodden  and  raw.'' 

Carlings  Avere  prepared  not  only  in  prixate  houses  but  at 
inns,  to  Avhieh  the  burgesses  in  those  days  resorted  to  spend 
tln'ir  cayliiuj  groat,  and  enjoy  themselves  Avith  carlings  and 

*  Probably  so  called  because  boo:i^  or  gifts  for  charil.-ble  or  social  objcels  were 
collected  around  them. 
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drink.  The  origin  of  tliu  name  Care  or  Carle  Sunday  is 
quite  conjectural ;  Brady  says,  "  a  day  of  especial  care  or 
devotional  attention  ;"  lione,  "  the  Friday  on  -svliich  Christ 
Avas  crucified  is  called  Friday,  Gute  Freytag,  and  Carr 
Freytag  ;"  another  Avriter  derives  it  from  Ccorl,  a  hushand- 
man,  because  benefactions  were  made  to  the, Carles  or  Carlen. 
And  now  we  may  make  a  brief  reference  to  an  old  belief 
which  has  died  out  with  a  bye-gone  generation.  Half  a 
century  ago  the  fairies  were  supposed  to  have  local  habita- 
tions in  our  district.  There  was  a  Fairies'  Green  not  far 
from  Vittry's  Cross ;  but  on  moonlight  nights  these  tiny  folk 
trooped  out  of  dell,  and  cavern,  and  mine,  and  from  beneath 
the  bracken,  and  from  under  green  knowes,  and  out  of  other 
lonely  places  to  hold  their  revels,  with  music  and  dance,  in 
the  Fairies'  Hollow  at  the  top  of  Clayport  Bank.  Their 
favourite  haunt  was  the  Hurle  Stane  near  to  Chillingham 
New  Town,  around  which  they  danced  to  the  sound  of  elfin 
music,  singing, 

"  Wind  aTiout  and  turn  again  - 

And  thrice  around  the  Hurle  Stane  ; 
Iluund  ahout  and  wind  again 
And  tlirice  around  the  Hurl  Stane." 

Brinkbnrn  and  Ilarehope  Hill  too  they  frequented.  Old 
Nannie  Alnwick,  the  AvidoAv  of  the  last  of  the  ancient  race  of 
Ahiioick,  the  tanners,  had  faith  in  the  good  folk,  and  set  aside 
for  them  ''  a  loake  of  meal  and  a  pat  of  butter,"  receiving, 
as  she  said,  a  double  return  from  them;  and  often  had  she 
seen  them  enter  into  Harehopc  Hill,  and  heard  their  pipe 
music  die  away  as  the  green  hill  closed  over  them.  Gone 
now  are  the  fairies  along  with  many  other  fantastic  myths  of 
our  forefathers  ;  even  the  Fairies'  IIollow  is  to  the  present 
generation  unknown. 
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MARKETS  —  FAIKS  —  TOLLS  —  BAKEHOUSES  —  BREWUOUSE  —  SALT  — 
CROSSES — SHAMBLES — riLLOUY — STOCKS — CORIf   EXCHANGE. 

Neither  market  nor  fair  could  be  held  without  a  giant  from 
the  Crown,  or  from  immemorial  usage,  M'hich  by  a  legal  fiction 
presupposes  a  royal  grant.  Nor  was  a  cliarter  obtained  with- 
out previous  inquiry,  made  by  the  sherifFand  a  jury,  whether 
it  would  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  king  or  of  neighbouring 
markets  or  fairs,  or  of  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects.  It  was 
presumed,  that  the  establishment  of  a  new  market  or  fair,  in 
a  town  less  than  twenty  miles  distant  from  an  existing 
market  or  fair,  would  be  prejudicial.  Fairs  in  ancient  times 
"were  held  usually  on  Saints'  days  aiid  Sundays  in  churcli 
yards. 

A  market  and  fair  were  held  in  Alnwick,  prior  to  1291, 
from  time  immemorial,*  but  on  what  days  we  are  not  informed. 
From  Edward  I.,  Bishop  Bek  obtained  a  charter  in  l;29T,t 
that  a  market  be  held  weekly  on  Saturday,  and  a  fair  yearly 
on  the  eve  of  St.  Patrick,  (the  17th  March),  and  the  six  fol- 
lowing days.  To  the  burgesses,  Henry  YI.  granted  another 
weekly  market  to  be  held  on  Wednesday,  and  t\vo  fairs 
yearly,  each  to  last  eight  days,  one  commencing  on  May  1st, 
the  festival  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James  the  Less,  and  the 
other  on  Decemlier  13th,  the  feast  of  St.  Lucy. 

The  Wednesday  market  long  ago  fell  into  disuse ;  but  the 
Saturday  market  is  still  maintained.  The  St.  Philip  fair  exists, 
being  held,  according  to  the  new  style,  on  the  IStli  of  May;  it 
is  now  the  principal  fair  in  Alnwick,  because  also  a  hiring 
for  single  servants.  The  fairs  of  St.  John  and  St.  Lucy  have 
fallen  into  disuse  ;  but  to  the  latter  there  is  a  reference  in  the 
corporation  accounts  in  1737,  when  there  was  paid  for  "  lead- 
ing dirt  at  Lucy  fair  Is. ;"  it  was  held,  according  to  the  new 

•  See  Page  Ok  •  f  See  Page  H9. 
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style,  on  December  24th,  and  was  a  general  hiring  for  those 
liinds  or  agricultural  labourers,  who  had  to  find  a  female 
to  work  the  "  bondage ;"  but  this  hiring  now  takes  phice  at 
a  more  convenient  time  of  the  year,  on  the  first  Saturday  in 
March,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  fairs  in  the  district. 

Palm  Fair,  formerly  held  a  week  before  Easter,  has  long  been 
discontinued ;  it  may  have  been  a  relic  of  Bishop  Bek's  fair. 
IMichaelmas  fair,  which  is  still  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  m 
October,  at  the  feast  of  the  guardian  saint  of  Alnwick,  is 
doubtless  an  ancient  fair,  though  now  unnnportant ;  cattle 
and  sheep  are  there  sold,  but  it  is  chiefly  noted  for  the  dis- 
play of  horses. 

The  fair,  held  on  the  last  Monday  in  July,  chiefiy  now 
for  the  sale  of  cattle,  sheep,  aud  horses  is  probably  that  wluch 
during  the  time  of  the  l)e  Vescys,  had  been  h(;ld  from  time  ini- 
memonal ;  for  it  is  distinguished  by  the  name  o^Alnwich  Fair, 
and  is  ushered  in  witli    peculiar   feudal  ceremonies.       The 
custom  of  watcli  aud  ward  is  still  maintained  in  coniiection 
with  it ;    a  necessary   provision  in  mediaeval  times,  for  the 
protection   of  the  persons  frequenting  the  fair,  and  of   the 
valuable  commodities  exposed  for  sale,  against  the  cu})idity  of 
lawless  border  thieves  and  marauders.    The  various  townships 
in  the  barony  owing  suit  and  service,  Avere  then  obliged  to  send 
armed  men  to  guard  the  town  ;    in  1707,  the  Knights'  Court 
amerced,  for  neglect  of  this  duty,  "  tlie  teuants  of  Ohillmgham, 
Fawdon,  and  Swinhoe,  f20d.  each  township,  who  oavc  service  to 
his  Grace  bv  watcliiug  the  fair  according  to  ancient  custom." 
The  ccrcnumial  commences  on   the   Sunday  evening  preced- 
ing tlie  fair,  when  the  bailiff  of  the  manor,  tlie  constables, 
and  other  petty  officials,  representatives  from  the  \  arious  town- 
ships, and  many  of  the  tradesmen  of  the  town,  assemble  witluu 
the  castle  walls ;  and,  after  being  regaled  with  wine  and  ah^ 
march  in  i)voccssion  to  the  Market   Cross,  Avhere  the  bailift 
proclaims  the  fiiir  to  be  held  for  eight  days,  and  calls  oyer  the 
townships  owing  suit  and  service  to  the  barony.     For  the 
watch  and  ward  of  the  fair  there  arc  summoned  four  men 
from  the  townships  of  Chatton  and  Chillingham,  four  from 
Coldmartiu  and  Fowberry,  four  from  Fawdon  and  Clinch, 
four  from  Longhoughton  and  Denwick,   two  from  Ahiham 
and  Aluham  Moor,  two  from  Tughall  and  Swinhoe,  two  from 
Lesbury  and  Bilton,  one  from  Lyiiam  and  Lyham  Flail,  with 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  boiough  of  xVlnwick.^    Men 
armed  with    ancient    weapons    are    placed    at  the  principal 
entrances  of  the  town,  and  watch  and  guard  it  during  the 

3l 
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niglit — a  useless  precaution  aiii(;e  the  union  of  Scotland  and 
England  ;  but  this  service  frees  these  townships  from  toll  in 
Alnwick  Market  during  the  year. 

Not  content  with  drinking  when  they  first  assembled,  tlie 
party  after  leaving  the  cross,  returned  to  the  castle,  and  so 
lavishly  was  wine  distributed  among  tradesmen  in  the 
stewaul's  room,  and  strong  ale  to  the  populace  in  the  court 
yard,  that  the  quiet  and  solemnity  of  the  Sunday  evening 
were  disturbed  by  numbers  of  drunken  men  brawlin;,',  fighting, 
and  quarrelling  in  the  streets.  Children,  too,  had  (heir  own 
play  during  the  scene  ;  numbers  of  them  assembled  both  in 
front  of  the  castle  gates  and  in  the  jMarket  Place,  abundantly 
supplied  with  the  cones  of  pine  trees,  locally  called  scrab 
apples;  and  with  these  they  pelted  each  other  during  the 
evening,  probably  a  representation  of  a  border  fight  between 
the  English  and  Scotch.  The  fruit  of  the  crab  tree  is  also  named 
scrab  apple,  and  such,  when  plentiful  in  the  old  woods  of  the 
district,  may  have  been  used  as  missiles,  until  their  scarcity 
caused  the  substitution  of  the  more  abundant  pine  cone,  to 
which  the  name  of  sc7'ab  apple  would  be  transferred.  So 
demoralising  and  unseemly  did  this  useless  Sunday  carnival 
appear  to  the  ministers  of  religion  and  others  in  Aln- 
wick, that  they  memorialised  the  duke  of  Northumberland 
to  put  an  end  to  it ;  and  so  far  was  this  acceded  to,  that  the 
refreshments  at  the  castle  were  discontinued;  but  the  fiiir  is 
still  called  and  armed  men  still  watch  at  the  gates  of  the  town 
on  the  Sunday  evening. 

On  Monday,  the  day  of  the  fair,  the  retainers  of  the  baron 
assemble  about  noon  in  the  bailey  of  the  castle,  each  man 
mounted;  some  on  gallant  well  bred  hunters,  others  on  old 
worn-out  mares,  some  on  great  rough  cart  horses,  and  others 
on  shaggy  galloAvays.  After  being  regaled  with  strong  ale, 
they  leave  the  castle,  headed  by  the  bailiff,  who  is  attended 
by  several  men  carrying  useless  old  armour,  and  followed  by 
the  duke's  piper,  dressed  in  livery,  playing  some  border  tune; 
and  after  him  are  marshalled  the  tenantry.  They  proceed 
through  the  streets  of  the  town  ;  and  the  bailiff  proclaims  the 
fair  at  the  Market  Cross,  at  St.  Michael's  Pant,  where  the 
ancient  Grass  Cross  stood,  and  at  the  site  of  Clayport  Tower  ; 
and  then,  in  marching  order,  they  return  to  the  castle,  where 
the  ceremony  is  ended  by  deep  draughts  of  strong  Northum- 
berland ale  out  of  silver  flagons. 

In  the  middle  ages  markets  and  fairs  of  boroughs  and  cities 
were  of  great  importance.     An  agricultural  population  was 
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widely  but  sparsely  scattered  over  the  country  ;  and  artisans 
and  merchants  were  to  be  found  only  in  towns.  Fairs,  especially, 
were  the  gi-eat  marts  of  commerce  ;  all  kinds  of  goods  were 
exposed  there  for  sale,  and  they  were  attended  by  a  vast  con- 
course of  people  ;  even  in  AluAvick  a  fair  lasted  for  eight  days. 
Improved  roads,  changes  in  the  distribution  and  character  of 
the  population,  and  the  greater  security  of  property  and  life 
have  combined  to  strip  the  f;\irs  and  markets  of  country  towns 
of  their  importance;  many  have  died  out  altogether,  and  only 
a  few  remain,  dwarfed  relics  of  ancient  greatness.  In  mediaeval 
times  the  tolls  imposed  on  goods  sold  at  markets  and  fairs 
yielded  a  considerable  revenue  to  the  barons  who  claimed 
them  ;  hence  great  jealousy  was  manifested,  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  establish  a  new  market  or  fiiir.  Sir  Ralph  Grey, 
sometime  about  1615,  made  a  market  town  of  Wooler ;  and  this 
was  pronovmced  to  be  "  to  the  great  impoverishment  of  the 
burgesses  of  Alnwick,  and  im])eachmcnt  of  the  lord's  profits." 
From  the  Burgh  Court  Kolls  and  corporate  documents  we 
have  an  account  of  tlie  ancient  tolls,  chargeable  in  x\lnAvick 
Market. 

"  1693,  May  11. — The  Jurors  find  the  following-  a  tnio  and  perfect  copy  of 
what  tho  Toles  and  Stallage  ought  to  be  according  to  the  Ancient  Custom  and 
that  there  ia  no  more  due  :— Every  live  Slicep's  Skins  fihall  pay  ^d.  Every 
Commodity  above  the  value  of  6|d.  Bhall  jjay  -Jd.  Every  one  that  eellctli 
aijples  and  jicarea  on  the  Market  day  shall  pay  jd.  Every  peddler,  Butcher 
and  Smyth,  Shoemaker,  tilovcr,  or  any  other  that  hath  Stallb  about  the  Jlar- 
kett  Id.  Woollen  and  Lineing  Cloath  -Jd.  Every  one  that  bringeth  butter 
^d.  I'iggs  above  t)?,d.  being  not  free  on  the  IMarkett  day  shall  pay  Ad.  E\(.ry 
lishcv  i\ot  irf  my  Lord's  'J'ownc  .sliall  jkiy  ewry  iiannyer  a  fish  the  next  or  next 
best  in  the  pannier.  All  Stallcengi.'rs  being  not  free  in  Alnwicke  or  Alenuiuth 
4d.  Eveiy  one  that  selleth  salt  there  Toll  is  a  r,d.  or  Toll  Salt.  Every  ^Icele 
IMaker  jtays  IMeelo  or  a  Jd.  Upon  the  first  faire  day  the  butcher  or  buyer 
payeth  Id.  for  every  beast.  The  Seller  if  ho  selleth  never  so  many  on  tho 
first  faire  day  but  a  penny.  All  num  (except  Townesraen  that  kcepeth  theiro 
watch  on  the  fairo  day)  payeth  Toll  both  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  The 
Latter  faire  day  the  buyer  aiul  seller  but  a  ^d.  All  paclces  that  strikcth 
within  the  'J'owne  goeing  any  way  .  .,  paj'cs  M.  Every  Burgessc  that  is  not 
free  payeth  4 d.  If  they  sell  any  tiling  in  the  IMarkett  day  r,d.  If  he  be  of 
any  occu])ation  not  free  payes  -^d.  The  Bakehouse  will  hold  G  boules  att  a 
tyme  and  the  due  for  every  boide  is  a  groat.  Every  Churching  Pinner  baked 
att  tho  Common  Bakehouse  a  groat.  And  every  Biydcll  Dinner  4d.  Wo 
find  these  to  be  the  right  for  the  Toll  and  Stallage  for  our  ilarkett  and 
nothing  due  more  to  any  of  them.  Every  liowle  bakeing  without  chargeing 
the  Toll  for  it  by  Stallagengors  Id.  Kieliolas  Forster,  William  Ilimter,  Geo. 
Alder,  Antho.  Adston,  Luke  Alder,  John  Wardle,  Jlichael  Hunter,  John 
Salkold,  Henry  Mettcalfe,  Hugh  Arrowsmith,  John  Gallon,  Tho.  Hunter, 
Tho.  Salkeld." 

At  the  present  time  the  tolls  charged  are  as  follow  : — 

"  One  penny  for  caoh  basket  of  eggs,  poultry,  and  butter  exposed  for  sale. 
One  penny  from  each  person  exposing  lish  for  sale.     Twopence  for  each  cart 
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containing  potatoL's,  apples,  pear;s,  &c.,  lor  sale.  One  pf niiy  for  e.nli  stall 
Avhero  gardon  stall"  is  exposed  for  sale.  Twopence  for  each  head  of  cattle  sold 
at  any  fair.  Twopence  or  donble  rate  for  each  stall  of  f?-arden  stuif,  ginjjer- 
bread,  kv.,  on  the  days  of  proclaimed  fairs.  By  custom  this  is  practically 
returned  to  the  regular  attendera  at  the  niinket,  as  no  collection  is  made  on 
the  iSuturJay  fc>llowing.  There  is  also  a  cluave  for  caravans,  wild  heast 
shows,  &c.,  which  is  a  matter  of  hargain  hetweeu  the  Icnsee  of  the  lolls  and 
the  respective  parties." 

Tlie  Alnwick  INlarket  tolls  produced  in  1834,  £70 ;  now 
they  do  not  niiich  exceed  half  that  amount  ;  they  Aveve  let  in 
18:25  at  £24  yearly,  now  tliey  ai-e  let  for  £1G.  Such  unpro- 
ductive and  vexatious  imjiost.s,  for  which  tliere  appears  now 
no  equivalent,  as  the  repair  of  the  Market  Place  and  streets 
arc  defrayed  hy  public  rates,  should  he  abolished  or  com- 
muted, especially  as  the  profit  is  small  compared  witli  the 
cost  of  collection.  Peel  and  Oladstonc  might  here  teach  a 
lesson  in  finance. 

The  following  curious  documerit,  among  the  court  records 
in  Alnwick  Castle,  are  letters  patent  by  which  Henry  VIII., 
in  1545,  granted  the  tolls  of  Alinvick  with  other  privileges  to 
Lancelot  Carleton,  for  his  services  on  the  borders,  and  to 
Margaret  the  wife  of  John  Heron. 

Letters  patent )  Henr}'  the  viyl^  hy  tlie  (Jraco  of  God  King  of  Enp-hnid,  &c., 
granted  to  ,  To  all  pcojile  to  M-hom  these  oar  Letters  patente  shall  conio 
Lanclott.  )  grcetinge,  knoAv  you  that  wo  in  consideration  of  the  true  and 
faitiiful  service  to  us  done  hy  our -welhelovcd  Laiincelot  Carl- 
tone  npon  our  horders  foranenqist  Scotland  and  that  he  in- 
tendetho  to  Joe  have  fi;iven  and  grauiit"(l  and  hy  thes  presents  do  give  and 
graiint  unto  him  nv.d  Mar^'-aret  llcrun  late  the  wyff  of  John  Heron  deceased 
and  to  the  longer  livir  of  tlieiu,  tholliie  uf  towne  hackhouscs  with  Toll  ami 
Stallage  i)f  tlie  Maikrlts  and  I'aires  Nvitliin  our 'Lowne  of  ALnewirk  in  our 
('ounty  of  Northuuilurland  and  iS.tNvhearer.ship  of  all  our  parks  and  outwoods 
■within  our  Loidship  of  Alnewick  aforesaid,  To  have  hould  occupy  and  cnjoyo 
the  said  ollice  and  eyther  of  them  to  the  said  T;ancelot  Carleton  and  JLirgaixt 
JTeron  and  to  the  longer  liver  of  them  their  sulTic  ient  deputie  or  deputies 
during  their  ly  ves  and  the  longer  liver  of  them  with  an  annuitie  of  vli.  ster- 
ling hj'  the  j'eare  and  three  jiound  eight  pence  hy  the  yeare  for  the  e.xerc3'S- 
inge  of  the  said  ollice  of  I'owhearer,  To  he  taken  roceaved  and  inTceyved  hy 
tlie  said  Lancelot  or  the  said  ?ilarg.iret  or  his  or  her  o^\"n  handes  or  the  handes 
of  their  depufio  or  deputies  of  the  profytte  coming  and  growinge  of  the  said 
towne  hackhouscs  toolle  and  stallage  yearlie  once  a  yeare,  that  is  to  sayo  at 
the  feast  of  St.  ilirhell  the  ArchaTigell  in  as  ample  manner  and  forme  as  any 
the  said  olhces  or  eytlier  of  them  hy  the  graunt  of  our  right  trustie  and  right 
wellhelovcd  cousyn  Henry  late  Earle  of  Xorthumlierland  had  occupied  and 
enjoyed  or  ought  to  have  had  occupied  and  onjoyeil.  That  e.\prLSt  mencion 
of  the  true  yearely  value  or  ccrtentie  of  the  jiremisses  or  any  of  them  or  of 
other  gj-ftc  or  grauntc  hy  us  to  the  foresaid  Lancelot  and  ^largarct  before 
this  tymc  made  at  thes  presente  is  not  mad  or  anye  statute  act  ordynanco 
provision  or  Ivesireync  to  the  contrary  had  mad  ordeyand  or  provydt'd  or  any 
other  thinge  cause  or  matter  whatscjcN'or  in  aTiywysc  ncjtM-ithstanding.  In 
■wytnes  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  "he  made  patente.  Gyven 
at  \Vr.stminstor  the  xxvth  dyye  of  February  in  tliC  xx.wj'h  yeare  of  our 
joigne. 
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Tlie  owner  of  a  market  or  fair  could  by  comniou  law  hold 
a  court  for  tliepromi)t  trial  of  disputes  or  disturhauccs  arising 
Avithiu  these  fairs  or  markets  ;  and  as  it  was  held  espe(-ially 
for  the  convenience  of  travellers,  who  with  "  dusty  feet "  fre- 
(piented  these  markets  and  fairs,  it  was  called  the  Piepowder 
C'ourt,  from  the  Norman  French  jyicds  jjouhhrs,  dusty  feet. 
It  was  presided  over  by  the  owner  or  his  steward,  and  ita 
decisions  were  promptly  executed.  jNlany  years  have  elapsed 
since  this  court  Avas  held  in  Alnwick.  I  have  met  Avith  only 
one  record  of  its  proceedings,  uhich  I  give  entire. 

Manerian  et  ,  The  Estreat  of  the  Fines  and  Aniorciaments  of  the  Court  of 
Bur'^is  do      Typowder  held  in  Ahiwicke  for  tlie  Most  Nohle  Charhjs  Duke 
Ahiewicko.  )  of  Somerset  &c.,  I3th  July,   1730,  before  J<..sluia  Ahler  free- 
holder and  others  in  the  presence  of  FraTicis  Anderson  geu. 
deputy  of  Thonuis  Elder  and  Henry  Sinaon  Esti  ate^vards  thereof, 
linprs.  of  William  Vallentyne  for  Iheakin-  the  said  Fair  in  thepubliek  mar- 
kett  place  hy  nuikeing  a  liiott  and  Eout  there  and  also  fur  an  allray  and 
Blieddinq-  hlood  on  Thornas  R(>aveley  of  Cald  JNlartin  >vhieh  did  greatly  dis- 
turhe  H'L  Majesty's  peace  and  tlie  civil  government  of  the  j-resent  lair  con- 
trary to  His  Grace's  proclamation  therefore  fine  one  hundred  shillings. 
Thomas  Keaveh;y  for  the  likooffeueo  on  William  VaUentyne  he  is  therefore 

fined  xxs.  .      ■,     -^t     ^    ti.  i 

Richard  I'.rown  of  Chatton  fornssaulting  John  Berwick  m  the  JMarkett  to 

the  great  disturl)aneo  of  His  Grace's  said  fair  he  is  therefore  amerced  iijs.  lujd. 
John  Berwick  for  nuiking  an  affray  in  the  pu1)lick  niarkett  and  fair  on 

Richard  ]5rown  iiis.  iiijd.     Sol.  in  Cur.  A'jli.  vis.  viijd. 
The  Sergeants  of  Aliiwick  are  required  fcjrthwilh  to  levy  hy  distress  on  the 

goods  of  these  persons  within  the  precincts  of  the  Jlanor.     Ex.  pr.  Fran. 

Anderson  Ulic.  cur. 

Officers  Avere  appointed  at  the  Courts  I.e(>t,  and  also  by 
some  of  ihe  corporate  trades  to  search  the  market  and  to  ])ro- 
.-L'cute  tlicse  wlio  transgiessed  its  regulations.  John  Fargye 
and  John  Barker  were,  in  1G18,  curators  of  the  market;  in 
17o9,  two  market  lookers  were  appointed  for  the  Company  of 
Skhmers  and  Glovers,  then  important  trades  in  the  town. 
The  Company  of  Cordwaincrs  appointed  two  of  their  trade  to 
be  searchers  of  leather;  and  we  find  in  the  records  of  this 
company, "  lGo3,  MichacU  Hunter,  Edward  Ilutton,  searchers 
sealers  of  leather  sworne  at  Michaelmas  Court  last,  past  before 
INIr.  Sacy  deputy  Steward."  On  September  oOth,  l()-'30, 
AVilliam  Shepherd  for  "  abuscing  of  the  searchers  tqion  the 
market t  days"  Avas  fined  by  the  company  3s.  4d.  ^  But  the 
officers  of  this  ancient  body,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  Avent 
far  beyond  Ahnvick  in  search  of  delinquents.  The  Common 
Council  too  sought  out  transgressors;  on  September  the  Sth, 
1767,  there  were  paid  £2  ;2s.  Od.  to  ''Jacob  Standley  for  his 
trouble  in  attending  the  market  42  weeks  to  find  out  people 
ingrossing  corn  butter  and  eggs;"  and  in  176G,  they  passed 
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an  order  to  "prosecute  persons  who  are  guilty  of  forestalling, 
ingrossing,  and  regrateiug*  of  corn  and  grain,  butter,  and 
cheese,  fish  or  other  dead  Victuals." 

In  those  restrictive  times  no  man  could  buy  or  sell  till  the 
town  bell  tolled  at  11  o'clock,  annoiuicing  the  opening  of  the 
market ;  the  early  bird  was  not  then  allowed  to  pick  up  the 
first  worm.  The  bell  still  tolls  on  Saturdays  and  on  fair 
days,  at  11  o'clock  according  to  ancient  custom  ;  a  pleasant 
musical  sound  to  the  Alnwick  ear,  but  nothing  more,  for  all 
are  free  now  to  buy  and  sell  when  and  Avherc  they  please. 

iNIany  breaches  of  market  regulations  were  punished  ;it  the 
Burgh  Courts  ;  and  a  few  extracts  will  exhibit  the  stringency 
of  the  regulations  and  the  character  of  the  oflenccs. 

"1519. — Tho  keepers  of  Cawsoy  present  Rohort  ChrjTicrth  for  forstalHny- 
in  Lu\nng  oats  and  he  is  amerced  Id.     Ki?-!.  — 10  persons  are  amerecd  h\  sums 
from  Is.  8d.  to  33.  Gd.  C'acli  for  selling  Lrcad  contraiy  to  tho  assize  ;  and  otheis 
for  liavinir  illegal  measures.     1675. — For  selling  ■\vures  with  unhnvful  weights 
amereed  6s.  Sd.     Edward  Forster  for  hringeing  come  to  the  towne  of  Aln- 
Avicke  and  lodging  it  in  Thomas  Harrison's  house  and  not  presenting  it  to  the 
marliot  each  is  amerced  33.   4d.     George  iShejjherd  for  denying  the  oflieers 
to  serehe  f(jr  coi-ne  sett  up  on  tlio  niarkett  day  and  not  presented  to  tho 
marlcett  amerced  3s.  4d.     Thomas  Ilariison  for  lor.stalling  the  markett  in 
hiiying  salmon  and  selling  it  again  contrary  to  tlu;  statute  amerc<d  6s.  Sd. 
1675. — Edward  Fargye  for  hiiying  sheep's  puddings  and  selling  them  Die 
same  day  contrary  to   the  Statute   was   amerced   23.   3d.        1676. — llohert 
Tliompson  presents  Thomas   Leai-mouth,  George    Shejihord,  "William  Yel- 
lowly,  and  liohert  Stejihenson  for  sotting  forth  stalls  on  tho  markett  con- 
trary to  the  order  made   hy   the   fewer  and  twenty  is  therefore   severally  | 
amerced  Gd.  in  all  2s.     1676. — Thomas  Eichisciii  fur  Lringing  shoe})  to  the  1 
raai-kett  to  he  sold,  the  skins  licing  ciitt  oft'  from  tluir  faces  contrary  to  the  | 
uiuitut  ciistiim  and  order  of  this  liruugh  is  tlicreforo  lunercod  13s.  4d.     1677.  | 
—  lloruthca  Moscroiip  vonding  wooll  and  not  weighing  it  with  the  'J\dl  Hoolh  < 
wi'ights  contrary  to  our  ancient  order  amerced  Is.      1681. — '\'endiiig  groato  : 
loaves  for  6d.  amerced.     1705. — The  dury  present  four  Butchers  for  Lringing  | 
sheep  to  Alnwick  markett  or  cases  of  mutton,  whiidi  hath  not  its  skin  afiixed  • 
to  the  case,  cither  at  the  head  or  taile,  wherehy  they  may  he  knowne  in  case                          ^ 
any  sheep  may  he  stolen  and  searcli  he  made  for  the  same,  that  then  such  * 
liutcher  or  Butchers  so  offending  shall  putt  in  sullicient  Baile  to  answer  their  » 
contempt,  and  if  it  happen  that  tho  said  cases  of  mutton  appear  to  he  stolen, 
the  sanm  to  lie  confiscate  to  tho  Lord  of  the  IManner — each  amerted  20d. 
1714. — ]\Iungo  Lee  for  opening  his  sack  and  Acnding  his  com  or  grain  heftae  j 
the  Markett  Bell  Bang  amerced  12d.     AVilliam  Clerk  and  Mr  John  Grey 
were  also  amerced  for  the  same  offence.     171C. — Z\Jaiy  the  wife  of  Tliomas 
Bell  currier  presents  John  Watson  J5utcher  in  raijceshole  for  vending  Landj 
in  Alnwick  Jfarkett  and  IVir  Stiiffing  uji  the  Kidney  of  the  same  Avith  pieces  . 
of  Lights  and  Plucks  to  deceive  tho  huyer,  wo  amerce  him  3s.  4d." 

*  Furt'stal,  to  buy  merchandise  before  it  is  brought  to  a  market  or  to  the  stall  j 

where  it  should  be  sold,  or  before  the  time  when  tlie  market  by  statute  opens.-  * 

Itegrate,  {rcgraitier,  Fr.,  a  huckster,)  to  buy  mercbaiulise  in  the  market  and  sell 
it  again  in  the  same  market,  or  within  four  miles  of  it.  lugross,  to  buy  up  large 
quantities  of  merchandise,  with  the  intention  td"  selling  ti^em  again  at  an  advaictd 
price. 


MAHKETS    AND    FAIRS.       .      .  447 

A  Wooler  butcher  shewed  more  urt  in  stuffint^  a  kidney ;  hut  ho  was  bu 
siinplo  as  to  sell  his  cooked  veal  to  the  clerk  of  the  baronial  court.  "  1723. — 
Cutlibert  MoOutt  butcher  in  Wooller  for  vending  and  exposini::^  Vcall  to  eulo 
in  Ahiwick  Market  with  the  Ividnoy  thereof  Stuffd  up  with  a  piece  of  a  \vispo 
of  Hay  or  Strawe  to  deceive  tlio  buyer  Fra.  Aiuler.son,  which  witipc  was  putt 
up  Bije  close  and  hidden,  that  it  was  not  di.S'.mta-i.d  till  it  was  ready  Ivosti.-d 
and  for  Setting  on  the  Table,  wee  amerce  liiui  ...i.  Id.  1737. — Several  cord- 
wainers  were  amerced  3s.  4d.  each  for  exposing  fur  sale  in  the  fair  1st  October 
insufficient  shoes.  1731. — Several  were  amerced  fur  selling  Oats  before  the 
Bell ;  and  one  for  opening  his  I'oke  of  Pees  before  the  ijcU." 

The  Saturday  market  still  flourishes,  and  is  resorted  to — by 
farmers  to  dispose  of'their  corii^hy  country"])eople  to  sell  their 
poultry,  eggs,  and  biitter,  and  to  buy  in  return  manures,  seeds, 
clothing,  groceries,  ironmongery,  and  other  articles,  not  pro- 
duced in  the  country;  it  is  the  great  day  for  the  sale  of  beef, 
mutton,  &c.,  by  the  butchers.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  car- 
riers frequent  the  market  from  the  villages  and  towns  in  the 
district. 

The  principal  old  fairs  are  changed  in  character ;  they  are 
now  important  as  hirings  for  agricultural  hinds  and  single 
servants.  Other  fairs  have  been  established,  suited  to  tlie 
changed  circumstances  of  the  times.  A  lamb  f\iir,  now  held 
yearly  in  July,  Avas  first  established  in  1851 ;  and  at  the 
same  time  a  wool  fair  is  held. 

The  corporation  made  a  strong  effort  in  1751  to  establish 
a  fortnightly  market  for  black  cattle  and  sheep.  About  £20 
were  spent  in  advertisements  and  preliminary  expenses  ;  but 
the  scheme  failed  ;  perhaps  the  four-and-twenty  were  then  in 
advance  of  the  public. 

Since  the  introduction  of  railroads  and  telegra])hs,  all  the 
movements  of  society  have  been  (piickencd;  and  therefore 
the  men  of  Alnwick  began  to  see,  that  it  Avas  necccssary  for 
the  interest  of  the  tOAvn,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  its  trade, 
that  they  should  provide  for  the  agriculturalists  of  the  district,  a 
more  ready  and  frequent  means  of  disposing  of  their  produce, 
than  the  old  fairs,  which  Avere  held  at  distant  intervals, 
afforded ;  and,  hence,  it  was  resolved  to  establish  a  bi-Aveekly 
cattle  market,  on  alternate  INIondays ;  the  first  of  Avhich  Avas 
held  on  December  16th,  1850. 

Though  the  tolls  of  the  markets  and  fairs  Avere  claimed  by 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  Market  Place  belonged  to  the 
corporation,  Avho  exercised  control  and  directive  poAver,  both 
over  it  and  over  the  streets  of  the  town.  They  paid  to  Thomas 
Ilarvies  in  1637,  "  Is.  for  going  Avith  the  drumme  at  the 
faire  both  Sunday  and  Monday  ;"  at  an  earlier  period,  in  1612, 
market  keepers  Avere  paid  by  them.     The  common  bellman. 
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or  tOAvn's  servant,  enjoyed  a  perquisite  from  stalls  in  tlie 
Market  Place,  for  when  one  was  appointed  in  1(575  it  is  said, 
"  he  shall  have  all  the  perquisites  to  that  office  excepting  six 
stalls  to  Jane  Grey."  They  were  at  the  expense  of  cleaning 
the  Market  Place,  and  keeping  it  in  repair ;  in  1720  it  was 
paved  hy  them,  and  at  the  same  time  the  old  and  new  crosses 
were  repaired.  "  The  Corn  Market "  was  paved  in  1755  at 
the  cost  of  £5  8s.  Od. ;  in  the  following  year  they  paved  ''the 
Horse  Market ;  in  17G1,  "Paving  the  Market  Place"  cost 
£10  12s.  4d. ;  and  in  17G5,  "for  Market  Place  paved  round 
the  Shambles"  £17  18s.  9d.  were  paid. 

Public  Bakehouses  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the  manor ;  one 
was  about  Pottergate  aiul  another  near  the  Markc^t.  As  a 
relic  of  this  feudal  burden,  a  rent  of  2s.  was  levied  i'rom  every 
public  bakehouse  in  the  town,  till  about  64  years  ago,  when 
the  charge  was  successfully  resisted. 

A  Brciohouse  too  yielded  profit  to  the  lord ;  "  all  the 
tenants  of  liCsbury  rendered  annually  to  the  lord  of  the  manor 
10s.  for  a  common  brewhouse  within  the  town  as  from  ancient 
custom  it  Avas  wont."  The  Alnwick  Ijrewhouse  was  on  the 
site  of  the  Town  Hall.  Founded  on  this  feudal  claim  was  a 
charge  of  2s.  yearly  upon  every  licensed  retailer  of  ale  in 
Alnwick.     This  im})ost  was  discontinued  in  18G0. 

On  Salt  too  a  feudal  toll  was  levied;  at  Martinmas  or  there- 
abouts yearly,  the  foreign  baillft'  took  a  measure  of  salt  out  of 
every  sack  sold  in  the  Market;  and  when  salt  came  to  be 
sold  in  shops,  the  lord,  that  he  might  not  lose  this  petty  profit, 
made  a  charge  of  a  peck  of  salt  or  Gd.  yearly  on  every  retailer; 
and  it  was  not  till  about  thirty  years  ago  that  this  tax  was 
extinguished. 

Crosses.  In  Alnwick  Parish  there  were  eight  or  more 
crosses  in  the  olden  times ;  there  Avas  the  cross  standing  on 
the  King's  Way  towards  Hock ;  Vittry's  Cross  was  on  the 
south-Avest  boundary  of  AhiAvick  Moor;  the  base  of  a  cross 
still  remains  in  a  field  called  the  AVhite  Cross  IIoavIs  near  to 
DenAvick  ;  a  cross  stood  in  Bailifigate,  and  a  portion  of  its 
plain  octagonal  shaft  is  uoav  lying  in  Bailifigate  Square ; 
there  is  a  Grinde  Stone  Cross  mentioned  in  the  baronial 
court  records  in  1683 ;  the  Grass  Cross  stood  in  1695  on  the 
"  South  llaAv  of  Clayport ;"  there  Avas  a  Bondgate  Cross  in 
1G89;  and  there  Avere  a  "Market  Cross"  and  an  "Old 
Cross"  belonging  to  the  corporation.  The  Market  Cross 
was  important ;  it  Avas  the  centre  of  the  commerce  of  the 
tOAvn.     From  the  Old  Cross  royal  proclamations  Avere  made ; 
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public  rejoicings  took  place  around  it ;  repentant  sinners 
stood  on  it  on  successive  market  days,  clad  in  penitential 
^^arments,  as  a  punishment  for  ecclesiastical  sins  or  offences. 
The  stocks  and  tlie  pillory  for  the  punishment  of  other  offen- 
ders were  generally  connected  with  this  cross;  and  both  were 
kept  up  by  the  corporation.  Much  used  had  stocks  then 
been ;  for  often  were  they  repaired  or  made  new  ;  twice  they 
were  mended  in  1G19;  and  at  "  Palmson  PJve,"  and  again 
*^at  the  last  faire"  they  Avere  repaired  in  1G37.  New  stocks 
were  made  in  1781.  For  making  the  pillory  in  1716, 
£1  12s.  8d.  was  paid.  The  corporation,  indeed,  was  compelled 
to  keep  these  instruments  of  punishment  in  an  efficient  condi- 
tion ;  in  1677,  "  William  Locke  liayliffe  of  the  IJorough  of 
Alnwick  presents  John  Carr,  John  Strother,  Thomas  Harri- 
son, and  Robert  Claxton  for  not  making  or  cause  to  be  made 
a  sufficient  paire  of  stockes ;"  and  by  the  court  they  were 
amerced  6s.  8d. 

Stocks  tlicro  were  in  other  parts  of  tlie  parish,  in  Bailiff- 
gate,  in  Canongate,  in  Bondgate,  and  Denwick.  In  1654, 
*'  the  constables  of  Bellygate  are  presented  for  wanting  one 
paire  of  Stocks  ;"  in  1680,  ''  The  inhabitants  of  Bayliffgate 
for  not  keeping  a  paire  of  Stocks,"  were  amerced  Is.  ;  and 
in  1688,  presentations  of  several  persons  were  made  "for  not 
paying  their  proportion  of  8(1.  for  making  Stocks  for  Bailiff- 
gate."  At  a  court  held  1659,  tlie  Jurors  for  Bondgate  and 
Denwick,  amerced  William  Brott  os.  4d.  "  for  not  doeing  the 
olUce  of  a  sAVorne  man  by  not  kepeing  the  Stocks  and  Pinfold 
in  repaire."  The  Canongate  stocks  originally  stood  near 
the  bottom  of  the  street,  but  were  removed  to  Painter  Hill, 
near  the  church.  The  Alnwick  stocks  were  used,  tlie  last 
time  about  sixty  years  ago.  Some  countrymen,  at  one  of  tlie 
fairs,  had  enjoyed  themselves  too  freely,  and  became  uproarious 
and  disorderly  ;  two  of  them  Avere  brought  before  the  Hon. 
Charles  Grey,  and  Avere  ordered,  as  a  punishment,  to  be 
placed  in  the  stocks  for  two  hours.  The  boys  assembled  in 
great  nundiers,  and  pelted  the  poor  countrymen  with  rotten 
turnips,  cabbage  stocks,  and  other  unpleasant  missiles  ;  one 
poor  lellow  sobbed  and  wi'pt ;  but  the  other  clenched  his  fists 
and  threatened  the  cruel  urchins  with  a  big  yarlhuj  as  soon 
as  he  was  free.  Since  then  the  stocks  have  been  suffered  to 
fall  into  decay,  and  Avere  entirely  removed  a  fcAv  years  ago. 

The  Grass  Cross  had  been  taken  down  prior  to  1704,  and 
the  space  converted  into  the  INIalt  Market ;  for  in  that  yoav 
the  burgesses  of  AlnAvick  held  a  parcel  of  ground,  "  containing 
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twelve  perches  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Grass  Cross,  now  the 
Malt  Market."  St.  Michael's  Pant  now  stands  on  or  near 
its  site.  Besides  the  iMalt  Market  there  were  the  Corn 
Market,  in  the  open  space  at  the  junction  of  Clayport  and 
Fenkle  Streets  ;  and  the  Horse  jMarkct  on  Bondgate  liill. 
The  shoemakers  on  market  days  exposed  their  goods  along 
the  hill  side,  east  of  this  cross. 

The  Old  Market  Cross,  a  roofed  building  open  at  the 
sides  and  supported  on  pillars,  Avas  mended  in  1G29  by  the 
corporation,  and  more  extensively  repaired  in  1672,  at  a 
cost  of  £4  lis.  Ud.  At  this  time  there  were  dials  on  it ;  for 
in  1681,  Mrs.  Forster  was  paid  5s.  5d.  "  for  2  dialls  and 
and  making  a  hurle  barrow  ;"  and  for  "  setting  the  diell  on 
the  Cross  and  drink"  os.  were  paid  in  1686.  It  was  taken 
down  in  1701.  Forty  pounds  were  given  to  the  corporation 
by  the  Right  Honorable  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  enable  the  town 
to  rebuild  this  cross ;  and  it  was  first  resolved  that  "  the  new 
Crosse,  which  is  to  be  built  and  erected,  is  to  be  and  stand 
att  the  Ancient  place  called  the  Grasse  Crosse;"  but  in 
accordance  with  a  subsequent  resolution,  it  was  built  "  where 
tlie  centre  stone  is  lett  oppositt  to  Mr.  INIarkc  Forster's  house 
and  Mr.  Henry  Collingwood,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  llobert 
Collingwood  and  Mr.  Goodwill."  The  cost  of  this  building 
was  £90  7s.  Od.  From  corporation  documents  we  gather 
information  respecting  this  new  cross;  ''it  was  entirely  an 
open  building,  the  roof  being  sup])orted  by  pillars ;  and  it 
was  always  used  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Country  people, 
who  came  to  tlie  market  witli  poultry,  butter,  eggs,  &c." 

Near  to  this  were  the  butchers'  SJiamhies,  whicli  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  belonged  to  the  corporation, 
Avho  in  1715  expended  £40  IBs.  11  Ul.  on  their  repairs. 
They  were  let  at  that  time,  and  produced  £6  7s.  Od.  yearly ; 
but  the  rents  rose  to  £15  in  1724  and  to  £20  in  1752.  After 
the  great  lawsuit  wliich  stript  the  town  of  many  of  its  privi- 
leges, this  public  property,  tlirough  the  carelessness  of  the 
corporation,  was  lost.  "  They  were  "  it  is  said  "  a  paltry  old 
building  and  accordingly  exceedingly  offensive  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  that  part  of  the  Town,  on  account  of  the  stench  and 
noisome  smell  that  arise  from  the  blood  and  excrements  &c. 
of  the  cattle  and  beasts  tliat  were  slaughtered  there."  _To 
rid  the  town  of  this  nuisance,  the  corporation  applied  in  1761 
''•  to  Lord  and  Lady  Northumberland  to  remove  them  ;"  and 
in  1763,  they  resolved  "  that  the  new  cross  be  taken  down  and 
the  materials  applied  to  rebuilding  new  shambles,  the  borough 
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•^T7U"  "the  CO  ponaion  lu.ving  first  taken  down  the  cross 
in  17b4,     tut  CO  por  u  ^   -^  J-  ^,,,,1  in  order  that  the 

to  make  room  for  _th  s  re  v  ^^^^^^^^^  o  ^  ^    ^^  ^^3^,,^    ,n 

country    people  might  still  ^^J^^f «»  ^^^^^^  thereof 

avcade  ^^ -'-^Ve'l'seT^d  aet^^^  of  the  venders  of 

'^^rriuue     ets,Tcras  the  new  cross  had  before  been." 
^"-rCe'Vo  r-^^^^^^^^^^  of  this   time   appear   to  have  been 

1       1  L  thP  shock  of  the  Ki-eat  lawsuit;  and  these  feeble 

s.ovy.  .i.U  an  arcade  f  ">  ^v   ^fd  'stl  1  #1     '      d  ?iw 

l-„rists  m  avclutecture  "'^f '\.,    "  '  ;„;;V;eLi;g  leading, 
Pscudo-Gotlnc,  a.id  yet  it  «as  a  moie    n         „  o^ 

more  us.ful  and,  less  <^»'"'?"»™  ^,'^'","   ,  ,,,"ao,v  over  tl.e 

called  "  The  Assembly  ^^'"^  .^'\^'i^,  of  butchers' 
arcade  on  the  north  and  south  ;  |^  J^^J^  .^^^  wide  and  i24 
shops,  and  above  is  a  room  94  ^^^^^V^'?"^'  f  4^',- ^,,3  15,11,  and 
feet  hi-h,  which  is  used  once  a  year  for  the  bc.s.ion. 
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sometimes,  bul  rarely,  for  other  balls.  Attaclied  is  a  .smaller 
apartment,  ealled  a  ""  News  Room,"  for  the  use  of  a  select 
body.  At  tlu>  east  of  the  Assembly  llooms  ;  auotlier  portion 
of  the  Market  Place  was  built  upon  by  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland in  1830;  the  lower  area  is  now  the  Fish  Market  and 
is  o])en  at  the  sides,  but  covered  above  by  a  room  supported 
on  pillars,  which  is  used  for  meetings  of  the  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians, of  the  Poard  of  llealtli,  and  of  the  l]urial  Board,  and 
for  which  a  yearly  rent  of  £20  is  paid  to  the  duke  of  North- 
umberland. The  gi'ound  oir  which  the  MarJcct  Iloui^e  stood 
would  have  been  a  most  convenient  site  for  covered  markets) 
adapted  to  modem  wants — for  a  corn  market,  and  a  butter,  egg, 
and  poultry  market,  where  the  country  people  would  have  been 
sheltered  from  the  Aveather,  Neighbouring  to\vns  had  estab- 
lished corn  exchanges  ;  and  stimulated  by  this  example,  a  com- 
mittee formed  of  tradesmen  in  the  town,  made  progress  in 
a  scheme  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building  for  a  corn  exchange 
near  to  the  Market  Place  in  Alnwick;  but  unexpected  obstacles 
checked  the  design.  Another  scheme,  however,  was  subse- 
quently carried  out  by  private  speculation ;  and  a  large 
building  was  erected  for  the  same  object,  and  opened,  as  a 
Corn  Exchange,  on  May  17th,  18G2.  Unfortunately  the 
situation  is  inconvenient,  being  at  some  distance  from  the 
market,  behind  the  south  row  of  Bondgate,  and  having  its 
principal  access  through  an  open  yard  leading  from  that 
street.  The  building  itself  is  large  and  commodious  ;  the 
great  room  is  90  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and  15  feet  higli 
from  the  lloor  t»)  the  a])ex  of  the  roof,  and  is  fitted  up  with 
stalls,  each  of  which  is  let  at  a  yearly  rental  of  £2  2s.  Od. ; 
sellers  and  buyers  not  using  a  stall  pay  7s.  6d.  yearly;  and 
others  may  enter  and  transact  their  business  on  paying  one 
l)enny  for  every  time  of  entry.  On  Saturdays,  this  room  is 
opened  as  a  Corn  Exchange  at  11.30  a.m.  and  closed  at  130 
p.m.  At  other  times,  the  room  is  used  for  concerts,  enter- 
tainments, meetings,  and  other  purposes,  Avhich  require  more 
space  than  is  aftbrded  by  the  Town  Hall. 
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Several  water  mills  were  anciently  in  the  parish  of  Ahnvick. 
There  Avas  the  mill  of  Iloln  vVbbcy,  enjoyed  by  the  monks  from 
a  charter  of  John  tie  Vescy,  granting-  them  the  privilege  of 
building  a  mill  upon  their  own  area,  to  grind  their  corn  with- 
out  multure,  and  of  making  a  watercourse  from  the  great  water 
of  the  Ahi.  This  mill  stood  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  Abbey  Hill ; 
long  ago  it  was  taken  down,  but  its  site  is  still  traceable. 
Not  far  from  this,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Aln,  was  a  fulling 
mill.  Belonging  to  Alnwick  Abbey  Avere  two  corn  mills,  which 
stood  on  the  Aln,  a  little  below  the  Abbey,  and  a  fulling  mill 
liigher  \ip  the  river.  These  passed  to  different  proprietors 
along  with  the  Abbey ;  but  only  one  of  them  now  remains, 
called  the  Abbey  IMill,  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Northum- 
berland. 

I'rom  Ancient  time  there  were  also  the  '^  Ahnvick  or  Town 
]\lills."  John  do  Vescy,  a  little  prior  to  121)7,  gave  to  Ilolu 
Abbey  twenty  marks  yearly,  out  of  the  farm  of  his  mills  of 
Alnwick.  Baronial  records  in  Alnwick  Castle,  refer  to  "  the 
Book  of  Account  of  Thomas  Archer,  Castle  Groave,  of  Aln- 
wick "  in  1443,  from  which  it  appears  that  these  mills  had 
been  let  to  the  convent  of  lloln  for  four  years  at  divers  rents  ; 
the  account  of  **  Mr.  Thomas  Coke,  Castle  Greave,"  state 
that  they  were  afterwards  let  to  the  convent  of  Holn  for  ten 
years  at  the  yearly  rent  of  33s.  4d.,  over  and  above  £13  Gs.  8d., 
granted  to  it  out  of  the  mills.  In  the  account  of  Matthew 
Bell,  castle  greave,  they  a])pear  to  have  been  let  to  the  convent 
for  ten  years  at  £15  yearly  rent;  and  subsequent  accounts 
of  John  Carleton,  William  Naddall,  and  John  Gray,  castle 
greaves,  repeat  the  statement. 

After  the  death  of  Henry,  the  Gth  earl  of  Northumberland, 
the  barony  of  Alnwick  came  into  the  possession  of  King 
IlenrvVlil.;  and  on  the  dit;solution  of  the  monasteries,  Iloln 
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Priory  also  passed  to  the  king  ;  Imt  ho  first  demised  the  Aln- 
wick mills  to  Sir  Robert  Ellerker,  knight,  for  twenty-one 
years  at  a  rent  of  20  marks  yearly,  and  afterwards  granted 
them  to  him  for  life.  After  Ellerker's  death,  Henry  the 
ninth  earl  of  Northumberland,  then  baron  of  Alnwick,  entered 
into  quiet  possession  of  these  mills  ;  but  ''  suggestion  having 
been  made  that  they  were  part  of  the  ])riory  of  Hull,"  Queen 
Elizabeth  granted  them  to  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  for  twenty 
years.  The  earl  of  Northumberland,  however,  resisted  the 
entry  of  the  earl  of  Bedford  into  these  mills  ;  and  this  led  to 
litigation  ;  the  earl  of  Bedford  pleaded  his  lease  ;  but  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  ])roving  that  '"'  the  mills  were  i)arcell  of 
his  manor  of  Anewicke  ;"  he  succeeded  in  retaining  posses- 
sion of  them.* 

These  town  mills  stood  near  to  the  present  Lion  Bridge, 
at  the  foot  of  the  pcth,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Aln  ;  there 
were  two  of  them,  one  westward  of  the  bridge  called  the 
"  wheat  or  High  Mill;"  the  other,  eastward,  was  called  the 
"  Grey  or  Low  Mill,"  as  it  was  used  for  grinding  barley  and 
peas  which  jiroduccd  a  grey  meal,  and  the  "  Blew  iStone 
Mill  "  from  the  colour  of  the  mill  stones.  The  mill  race  was 
continued  past  the  bridge  into  the  pasture.  Early  in  the 
seventeenth  century  they  were  in  the  occupation  of  the  town 
or  corporation  as  teUvant  of  the  earl ;  and,  in  the  earliest 
corporate  accounts  preserved,  there  are  several  entries  relating 
to  them,  which  are  interesting  exam])les  of  our  early  records, 
showing  how  the  town  then  did  its  work,  and  what  was  the  cost 
of  labour  and  materials. 

"  IGll. — Wten  we  had  occasion  nbout  the  iny]no  dam. 
Item  to  X  luberors  for  turningo  Btones  out  of  tho  water  to  tho  drye 

land  at  vjd.  eclic  ono  per  day        .....     vs. 
Itt  to  thcim  in  drinlving  monic  .....  iiijd. 

Itt  to  John  Ncshiit  in  parte  of  payment  for  tho  stones  att  Denwick 

Quarry 0  tho  3  Juno  1611  .....    vLa. 

3  4  5  of  Juno  IGll. 
Itt  to  Archilaus  Spcnco  and  other  fy vo  for  three  whole  dayes  work 

echo  one  for  caridge  of  stones  out  of  the  water  to  tho  dry  lando 

at  vjd.  per  day  ixs.  as  also  for  one  halfe  daj'es  work  3d  eche  ono     xs.  A-jd. 
Itt  in  drynking  eylver  this  weeke  to  them  and  the  mylleis  when 

they  layd  the  myln  stones  of  the  Easte  Myll  damo        .  .  xd. 

6  July  1(J11. 
Itt  to  Thomas  Mordys  for  makeing  of  the  now  drudge  ?  &  tho  hringe- 

inge  homo  of  the  same       ......       xviijd. 

Itt  the  7  of  Juno  Kill  to  John  Nesbut  in  pai-to  of  pavement  of  his 

wyning  of  stones  out  of  Denwiek  quarie  for  the  new  mylne 

dame  ........  x\nijs. 

•    Records  in  Ahuvick   Castle. 
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Itt  for  vj  laborers  to  the  darabe  att  vjd.  per  diem.       .  .  .    iija. 

Itt  liichard  Eicheson  for  two  dayes  workc  for  flaggs  casting  to  the 

newc  Mylne  .......  xijd. 

13  14. 
Itt  to  Anthonie  Brown  for  leading  xxxtie  ciridga  of  flaga  from  St. 

Marys  ford  to  the  new  mylne  damba        ....  xiiijs. 

:  ■  Itt  to  Anthonie  Browoie  &  Mychaell  Head  for  ij  trees  bringing  from 

the  old  house  to  the  now  mylne  dam  the  li)  20th  Juno  IGU  "V'iijd. 

i  Itt  to  Richard  Richcston  for  one  other  days  werke  of  ilage  casting 

for  the  newo  mylne  dam  .....  vjd. 

4  Aug>ist. 
Itt  pd  to  Mychaell  Road  fur  iiij  carts  loads  of  Stakes  &  Ryco  for  tho 

dam  ........         xxd. 

I  Itt  to  John  Nesbut  tho  29  June  by  Roger  Rutherford  &  William 

Greno  in  full  parte  of  payment  of  a  hundred  fothcr  of  stones 

which  shall  be  by  tlie  said  Nesbut  performed  and  load  awayo 

fayloing  the  want  of  the  full  number  that  then  Nesbut  shall  ful- 

;,  fill  the  numbre  aforesayd  the  full  number  of  the  fursaid  stones  .     vijs. 

"I*  -9- 

f  Itt  to  Thomas  Sprowston  in  part  of  his  allowance  of  five  shillings  by 

'i :.  Roger  Eotherford  and  to  Edward  Alder  for  caryeing  a  sledge  to 

fr  the  now  mylne  ijd.  &  to  John  Clayo  for  caryeing  xv  fir  dales  to 

■k  tho  now  llyluo  3d.  .....  .      vs-  vd. 

i  ■  Itt  to  John  Scott  for  vi  firdalos  for  the  same  ....     vis. 

Itt  payd  John  Hamilton  &  to  his  son  for  iij  whole  dayes  work  at  tho 

newe  llylne  dambotho  18  19  20  of  Juno  1611  at  idid.  for  each 

)  per  diem    ........     vjs. 

iff  Itt  for  a  hnndrcdtho  of  nayles  for  the  newo  mylno  to  George  Swynou         xijd. 

'I  Itt  bestowed  upon  the  mylners  the  first  dayo  tho  nowo  mylno  was 

set  a  worke  per  Green       ......        vid." 

There  are  several  other  payments  of  the  same  kind  ;  the 
■wages  of  labourers  were  then  6d.,  and  of  mechanics  Is.  per 
day.  For  these  mills  the  burgesses,  in  ICll,  paid  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor  £90  ;  and  they  received  in  that  year  from 
the  millers  £103  Gs.  8d.  There  had  been  also  another  mill 
j  at  this  time  lower  down  tlio  river,  near  to  Denwick  bridge. 

Reference  is  made  to  it  in  the  following  order  : — 

"  Alno-sv-ick  burgh  31  Jlay  1613  in  tho  Tolbooth.  Att  the  Gyld  held  the 
day  and  yere  above  sayd  It  is  ordered  and  considered  by  the  xxiiij,  that  ther 
be  wrytten  and  due  meanes  made  and  presented  to  the  Rt.  Ho.  the  Earle  of 
Northumberland  to  procui-e  the  lease  of  tho  to^rae  Mylls  and  Wydope  ISIyll  to 
be  renewed  to  the  to^\Tles  use."  The  lease  had  been  renewed,  for  means  were 
taken  to  compel  persons  to  make  use  of  these  mills.  At  tho  Burgh  Court  held 
in  1618,  it  is  recorded— "Wo  fynd  that  their  burgesses  with  Stallingors  shall 
payo  xs.  for  every  default  to  the  Alderman  of  tho  Trado,  they  being  well  used, 
that  grindeth  not  at  the  mylls  dm-ing  our  lease."  The  l'oui--and-twenty  of 
the  borough  sought  their  own  profit  by  upholding  tliis  feudal  claim. 

"The  2nd  day  of  May  1623.  It  is 'ordered  by  the  fouro  and  twenty  and 
fom-e  men  for  this  yeare  now  being,  that  all  the  inliabitants  of  the  town  who- 
soever he  be  (or  she)  that  grindeth  any  Corne  or  Malte  from  the  Mylnes  that 
the  Towne  houldeth  of  my  Lord  of  Is^orthumberland,  they  being  well  used 
shall  pay  dry  Monitor  to  be  recovered  to  the  use  of  the  Farmers  to  be  sued  by 
way  of  accion  in  our  towne  Courte."  On  the  following  day  they  sublet  the 
mills,  but  at  a  very  reduced  rental ;  viz.,  "to  pay  this  yeare  to  tho  Towne  at 
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the  Annuatim  of  our  Llesaed  Lady  St  Mary  next  coining  tho  some  of  fivo 
poundea,  and  Ten  poundes  of  the  Haido  yoaro  to  bo  paid  at  Michauiinaa  and 
the  Ladyday  by  equal  portions." 

The  corporation  held  these  mills  down  to  1631,  after  -vvhicli 
they  disappear  from  the  corporate  records. 

According  to  fetidal  usage,  the  tenants  of  a  manor  were 
bound  to  grind  their  corn  at  the  lord's  mill;  but  the  conditions 
varied  according  to  the  custom  of  each  manor ;  the  tenants 
in  Bondgate,  liennington,  and  South  Charlton  were,  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  obliged  to  grind  at  the  Denwick  or  the 
new  mill,  and  to  lead  stones  and  wood  to  repair  or  rebuild 
it  when  necessary ;  and  to  the  other  two  town  mills,  the 
freeholders  and  others  of  Alnwick  township  had  to  make 
their  suit  and  service,  and  yield  the  four  and  twentieth  mul- 
ture ;  the  tenants  of  Hugely,  Snipe  House,  and  Shieldykes 
had  to  do  the  same,  and  to  yield  the  sixteenth  multure,  and 
also  to  carry  millstones  to  them,  as  often  as  needed.  There 
■was,  however,  a  strong  disposition  to  resist  this  monopoly ; 
many  delinquents  were  brouglit  for  punislnnont  before  the 
]3aronial  Courts,  doAvn  even  to  the  beginning  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century. 

In  1638  Richard  Atkin  was  amerced  ■20d.  "for  grinding  from  hia  lord- 
ship's milnea  at  Chatlon."  Ivobcrt  Brandling  of  Whitohuiise  was  amerced  in 
16G3,  3s.  a.  "  for  ^vithdra■^ving  his  multure  from  tlu)  water  mills  of  the  lord 
in  Alnwick."  In  1C70  "Oliver  presents  Francis  Alder  gentleman  fur  grind- 
ingo  from  the  Hight  Honorable  Lady  Elizabeth  Percy  her  mills  to  the  great 
damage  of  tho  saido  Lady's  tenants."  "  IGSG. — The  millers  of  Lesbury  Mill 
present  tlio  millora  of  AVarkworth  for  fetching  ai\d  carrying  away  severall 
(piantitics  of  eon lo  from  tho  inhabitants  uf  Alemonth  to  bo  ground  at  their 
own  mill  of  Wiirkworth,  who  ought  to  grind  at  Lesbury,"  and  each  was 
amerced  3s.  -Id.  Nino  persuns  were  amerced  6d.  each  in  1091,  "for  with- 
drawing their  service  from  the  Lord  of  this  Manner's  Mill,  in  not  grinding  at 
Alnwick  Towno  Mills."  Forty-four  others  wero  presented  in  IG'Jl,  "who 
ground  away  from  my  Lord's  Mills."  Tho  latest  entry  for  this  ofl'cnco  is  in 
170-1 : — "  Arthur  Tate,  llonry  Smith,  George  Tate"  and  others  are  amerced 
each  12d.,  "bcicause  they  ground  away  fi-om  the  Mill  of  tho  Lord  where  they 
ought  to  grind." 

Several  freeholders  in  defiance  of  tho  lord's  claim  "kept  malt  mills  in  tlieir 
o\Nai  houses,  and  ground  both  their  own  com  there  and  the  corn  of  others, 
especially  l\Ir.  Edw.  Grey  who  ground  John  lienners  malt  of  Alnuionth,  wlio 
was  obliged  to  grind  at  Lesbury  ilills  ;  and  the  said  Edw.  Grey,  when  he  ^^•as 
reproved,  said  ho  would  prosecute  tho  Duko  of  Somerset's  interest  to  his  castle 
gates."*     A  bold  man  was  Edward  Grey. 

Millers  also,  hoAvever,  were  subject  to  surveillance;  in  1667, 
Thomas  Fuller  and  Patrick  Taite  were  each  amerced  3s.  4d. 
''for  taking  excessive  multure;"  and  in  1689,  "the  under 
millers  of  the  farmers  of  the  lord's  mill  kept  o  new  Boules  of 

*    Col.  Forster'-s  MSS. 
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wheat  unground  3  days,  and  a  part  sixteen  days,  wliicli  was 
bronglit  back  ungioiiud,  and  took  unlawful  mill  dues,"  and 
they  were  amerced  3s.  4d,  Excessive  multure  led  to  inquiry 
in  1G89  before  a  Baronial  Court ;  and  this  was  the  deliverance 
of  the  jurors  : — 

"  We  find  by  the  oath  of  John  Taylor  aero  SO  years,  that  ahout  GO  years 
a,i?o,  Henry  Swinho  and  Francis  Duer  did  I'arine  "tho  Lordes  Mills;  and  the 
Townsliip  of  Alnwicke  ground  at  tlio  said  mills,  and  only  jjayd  the  sixtoa 
pecko  of  Wheat  Ry  Pease  and  Big  *  and  the  eighteono  pecko  of  Malt  Oats, 
and  that  they  paid  to  tho  caricr  ono  fourth  of  a  pecko  pcesmull  or  malt  i'ov 
carcing  to  the  mill  and  home  if  they  desireil  them  to  carlo  tlieir  corn,  and  did 
not  know  of  any  other  dues  paid  to  tho  miliar.  Wo  tho  Jiuiers  ilesires  that 
tho  ancient  multure  which  were  taken  above  in  old  tyme,  when  Lord's  ^Hi- 
lars were  not  in  Common  witli  Mr.  Brandling's  ISIills  f  may  bo  continued 
and  that  the  abouso  of  mill  due  so  called  may  bo  taken  away  and  that  tho 
pecke  and  fuurth  part  of  tho  pecke  and  other  messures  for  multure  may  be 
viewed  and  sealed  by  the  Bailiff  and  Cliauiberlains  from  time  to  time." 
Multure  at  the  present  day  is  from  ono  tenth  to  ono  twelfth ;  but  "-enerallv 
the  twelfth.  ° 

Mills,  too,  were  on  tlie  town's  lands  at  Ilesleyside  •  for  in 
1682  John  Fenkle  Avas  amerced  8d.  "  for  not  keeping  up  his 
gate  that  leads  to  the  new  mills  Ilesley  Side."  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  water  were  the  J^enwick  Fullino-  Mill 
and  Bleachtield  ;  the  former  iu  our  own  day  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  corn  mill,  and  is  now  occupied  by  iNIr.  Peter 
Eadington,  the  descendant  of  an  ancient  race  of  millers. 
Another  fulling  mill  was  in  Lowther's  Ilaugli,  above  the 
Lion  Bridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  Aln.  To  Matthew 
Ahnvicke,  fuller  and  dyer,  was  let  in  1079  by  the  chamber- 
lains of  the  borough,  "  All  that  AVast  dy  house  in  ^V^llker- 
gatthaugh  "   for  twenty-one  years  at  a  yearly  rent  of  53s.  Gd. 

In  1745  and  for  about  twenty  years  before,  the  town  mills 
were  in  the  occupation  of  the  family  of  Bowmaker.  Henry 
and  Ral[)h  Bowmaker  had  the  West  j\lill,  and  William 
Bowmaker,  along  with  James  Walker,  the  East  or  "  Blew 
Stone  Mill."  At  that  time  John  Venus  and  Robert  Rogerson 
had  the  Abbey  INlills  ;  and  Thomas  Pinn  and  John  ^lurraw 
the  Denwick  New  INIill.  Connected  with  these  mills  we 
have  an  episode  of  the  rebellion  in  1745.  The  royal  troops 
under  General  Wade  were  to  pass  through  Alnwick  on  their 

*  Barley,  tlie  variety  with  six  rows  of  grain  on  each  ear;  Dan.  iyy,  Isl.  di/ffi/, 
barley  ;  tliis  kind  was  cultivated  at  a  very  eaily  period,  by  the  stone  men  of  the 
pile-habitatior.s  on  the  Swiss  lakes  ;  and  also  by  the  Egyptians,  Greeks,  and 
Romans. 

These  were  tlie  .\bl>ey  Mills,  which  at  this  time  belonged  to  Mr.  Braiulliaj. 

3n 
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■way  to  Scotland,'  and  Jaroh  Gomes  Serra,  the  coninn'ssary, 

commissioned  Thomas  Mills,  the  principal  corn  mcrehant  in 

Alinviclc,  to  bny  corn,  to  grind  it,  and  bake  it  into  loaves  of 

61b.  each,  for  the  use  of  the  troops.     Kyn  and  mcslin  (a  mix-  ] 

tiire  of  -wheat  and  rye,)  as  well  as  ulieat  were  bought,  the 

price  being  for  a  bushel  of  wheat  (including  Gd.  per  quarter 

commission)  3s.  3d.,  for  a  bushel  of  rye  2s.  5d.,  and  of  mesliu 

2s.  6(1.     In  all  4375  bushels  were  bought,  ])art  of  which  -was 

baked  into  14,000  loaves  and  distributed  to  the  soldiers  as 

they  passed  through  Alnwick  and  Whittingham  ;   excepting 

1965  loaves  which  were  sold,  and  a  few  others  being  mouldy 

were  given  to  the  poor.     The  Town  Hall,  as  well  as  lofts  in 

the  town,  was  used  as  a  storehouse.     The  baking  po\ver  of 

Alnwick  not  being  equal   to   the   emergency,  a  number  of 

bakers  were  brought  from  other  towns. 

jNIore  corn  Avas  bought  than  was  consumed  in  Alnwick, 
and  "Mills  sent,  according  to  his  statement,  all  the  flour  pro- 
duced by  grinding  5305  bushels  of  wheat,  in  440   sacks  by 
two  ships  from  Alumouth  to  Leith,  for  the  use  of  the  royal 
troops  in  Scotland.     All  had  gone  on  ])leasautly  up  to  this 
point;    Joso]di  Almeida,  the  agent  of  the  commissary,  had 
lodged  with  Mills,  and  had  kept  the  key  of  the  lofts  wlierein 
the  wheat  and  ilour  had  been  stored,  but  he  had  trusted  the 
key  with  Mills  when  he  Avas  absent.      Mills  had  received 
£764  2s.  2d.,  and  he  applied  for  £132  Os.  cSid.  more;  but 
the  commissary — a  keen  nuui — demanded  the  particulars  of 
this  charge,  and  asserted  that  the  quantity  received  was  less 
than   Mills  had  stated,  to   the  extent  of   8(55  bushels  or  173 
sacks.       And   to    Chancery   both   parties   go,   and   the   case 
plunges  in  that  slough  of  despond  for  five  years  and  more. 
The  evidence,  in  which  Mills  and  millers  figure  prominently, 
reflects  no  great  credit  on  our  Alnwick  corn  merchant.     lie 
first  states  that  the  sacks  sent  held  7  or  8  bushels  each,  and 
then  modifies  this  into   6|   busliels,  one  with  another;  but 
the  commissary  found  that  they  Avould  not  hold  more  than  5 
bushels   each.      Mills  could  not  tell    how  much   flour   was 
delivered  to   the  bakers  ;  it  was  not  Aveighed  "  being  in  a 
hurry  as  the  army  Avas  expected  to  march   immediately  ;'* 
nor  could  he  tell  how  mucli  flom-  the  corn  should  have  pro- 
duced, but  he  says,  that  the  year  1745  was  very  bad  and  un- 
seasonable for  wiieat,  and  the  grain  so  moist,  that  it  had  to  be 
mixed  Avith   the  produce  of  1744  ;    and  John  llogcrsou  of 
the  Abbey  INlills  gives  this  hazy  evidence,  "corn  of  a  season- 
able year  Avould  produce  a  Pock  of  Flower  more  tlian  an 
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iiiLseasonable  year."  Such  iiulefiuite  statements  did  not 
satisfy  the  commissary,  and  he  brought  the  question  to  tlie 
test  of"  experiment  in  Loudon  ;  and  tlie  baker**  there  found 
tliat  "a  sack  of  5  bushels  of  flour  contained  7  bushels  of 
strike  measure  of  corn/'  and  tliat  therefore  the  deficiency 
Avas  146  sacks  of  flour  or  7o0  bushels^  which  would  amount 
to  more  than  the  balance  claimed.  The  result  must  have 
beeri  disastrous  to  our  corn-factor;  the  account  of  his  owu 
solicitor,  Collin<ifwood  Forster,  amounted  to  £1G5  4s.  Id.* 

About  this  time  (as  appears  from  baronial  accounts)  the 
town  mills  had  been  subject  to  disasters;  for  repairing- 
breaches  in  the  mill  dam  and  rebuilding  the  mills  in  the 
years  1744,  1745,  and  1740,  there  was  paid  by  the  lord 
£495  17s.  5|d.  ]\Iore  dam;tge  still  there  was  soon  after;  the 
new  making  and  rebuilding  Alnwick  jNlill  Dam,  (the  old 
dam  having  been  carried  away  by  a  gi-eat  ilood),  and  I'urnish- 
ing  the  same  from  July  18th,  1741),  to  ^lay  (Sth,  1740,  cost 
£11G0  Os.  6  Id, 

The  town  mills  were  held  by  the  Bowmakers  till  about 
1755,  when  Henry  Bowmaker  died.  lie  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  James  Bowmaker  of  ^Vlnwick,  who  died  in  18G2, 
the  last  male  descendant  of  this  old  family  in  the  tOAvn  ;  and 
also  great-grandfather  of  the  Rev.  James  Kverctt,  a  dis- 
tinguished Methodist  minister,  whose  mother,  throngh  her 
father,  was  grand-daughter  of  the  miller.  Trade  in  meal 
was  different  a  century  ago  from  what  it  is  now.  [Millers  did 
not  then  buy  large  quantities  of  corn  and  grind  it,  and  after- 
wards sell  the  uianul'aclured  meal  to  shopkeepers,  who  retail 
it  to  consumers ;  but  corn  was  still  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
open  market,  and  househohhirs  bought  it  there  weekly 
according  to  the  wants  of  their  I'amilies  ;  and  afterwards,  as 
they  were  bound  to  do,  by  feudal  usage,  sent  it  to  be  ground 
at  the  town's  mill,  paying  multure  as  tlie  miller's  reward. 
Mr.  Everett  gives  a  graphic  sketch  of  the  scene  presented  at 
this  ])eiiod. 

"  The  grotesque  figures  of  the  Bowmakers  and  others  har- 
monised Avith  the  old-1'ashioncd  winters  that  visited  the  north. 
On  Saturday  morning — market  day — Avhen  the  poorer  and 

*  Hodgson's  MSS.  1  here  (xpvess  my  obligations  to  Air.  Ricliaid  Hodgson, 
of  Gateshead,  for  his  liberality  in  allowing  ine  the  free  use  of  the  collections 
relati  ig  to  Alnwick,  made  by  his  father,  the  late  Rev.  John  Hodgson,  the  dis- 
tinguished historian  of  Northumberland.  Several  of  these  MSS.  are  cases  and 
notes  made  by  Co).  Forster,  a  man,  who,  as  we  shall  see  heieafter,  was,  if  not 
famous,  yet  notable  in  his  day. 
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middle  classes  purchased  their  corn  for  the  consumption  of 
the  succeeding  Aveek,  the  Bowmakers — a  stout  athletic  race — 
■Nvere  seen  breasting  their  way  up  the  peth,  with  their  slouch 
hatSj  thick  home-spun  doublets  and  other  habiliments,  with 
straw  twisted  into  thin  ropes  wound  round  their  legs,  to 
defend  them  from  frost  and  snows.  There  they  stood  in  the 
market  as  upon  pillars  receiving  the  various  lots  committed 
to  the  vehicles  to  be  carried  off  to  the  mills.  The  mild  winters 
we  have  had  of  late  years,  have  induced  the  ])eople,  as  in  the 
case  of  other  changing  fashions,  to  tlnow  these  rustic  leggings 
aside.*  " 

At  that  time,  Wythope  Mill — a  small  mill  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  people  of  DeuAvick  and  its  neighbourhood — 
stood  less  than  half-a-mile  furtlicr  doAvu  ihe  river,  on  the 
site  where,  what  was  called,  Eadington's  jMill  Avas  afterwards 
built.  Different  was  the  aspect  of  the  Pasture  wheie  these 
mills  were  ])laced  from  what  it  is  now,  when  the  ridge  and 
the  hill  side  are  adorned  with  long  plantations  and  chmips  of 
trees  ;  they  were  then  uncultivated  and  covered  with  furze 
and  feins ;  near  Malcolm's  Cross  Avas  a  house  called  "  the 
Mains  "  occupied  by  Thomas  Walker  ;  and  on  the  side  of  the 
Aln,  near  to  the  first  Avaterfall  or  cauld,  and  nearly  opposite 
the  castle,  Avas  a  cottage  called  ''the  Wide-oi)en  "  tenanted 
by  John  Tate. 

After  the  death  of  Henry  BoAvmaker,  the  mills  Avcre  taken 
by  George  Cockburn.  Disaster  again  foil  upon  them  ;  for 
in  17 G7  the  Iligli  or  Wheat  Mill  Avas  carried  aAvaybya  great 
flood  in  the  Aln,  and  another  Avas  built  on  an  enlarged  scale. 
In  commemoration  of  its  completion,  Cockburn  gave  an  enter- 
tainment, and  caused  a  "  monster  dumpling  "  to  be  made, 
•which,  it  is  said,  Avas  eight  feet  in  circumference,  and  con- 
tained sixty -eight  pounds  of  flour,  forty-two  ])ounds  of  currants, 
tAventy-eight  pounds  of  suet  with  other  ingredients;  and 
Aveighed,  Avhen  boiled,  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds. 
It  Avas  draAvn  with  ropes  and  puUies  out  of  the  brewing 
kettle  in  Avhich  it  had  been  boiled,  covered  with  a  large 
sheet.  To  this  entertainment  the  inhabitants  Avere  invited 
by  the  toAvn's  bellman ;  and  the  event  either  gave  rise  to 
the  folloAving  hyperbolized  co\iplet,  or  some  similar  verse 
Avas  accommodated  to  the  occasion  : — 

"The  weel  iiiaile  duniplini^  in  tlie  Mill-  lam 
Thirty  feet  thick  aiui  lliiriy  I'eel  laiig." 
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Soon  tins  mill  followed  its  predecessors  ;  for  on  the  bih  ot 
November,  1770,  the  river  rose  to  an  unprecedented  d(>;;rce 
and  carried  away  the  dam  and  foundations,  and  the  bridge, 
too,  was  seriously  damaged.  After  this,  the  mills  and  the 
cottages  by  the  water  side  were  taken  down. 

The  Wythope  INlill  at  this  time  was  rebuilt,  on  an  enlarged 
scale,  in  an  imitative  Gothic  style.  It  was  a  picturcsjiue 
object,  seen  from  Denwick  Bridge  ;  and  its  removal,  m  18JJ, 
was  re-n-ctted  by  manv  who  had  often  lingered  on  the  bridge 
listening  to  its  clack,  and  enjoying  one  of  the  finest  views  ot 
the  castle  and  of  the  vale  of  the  Aln. 

The  corporation,  for  some  time  during  the  eighteenth 
century,  had  a  mill  on  their  own  land  of  Ilanwellstrothcr  or 
the  Bog,  which  hence  was  called  the  Bog  Mill— a  name 
the  farm  yet  retains.  The  mill,  however,  was  taken  down 
and  the  mill-stones  and  mill-gear  sold  in  1804.  it  was 
proposed  to  erect  a  wind-mill  in  its  stead,  the  expense  ot 
which  with  a  tower  50  feet  high  was  estimated  at  i-5.0 
12s.  5d.;  but  after  deliberation,  the  proposition  was  negatived 
by  a  vote  of  the  four-and-tweny. 

The  fulling  mills  and  the  bleach  fields  are  gone,  the  Town, 
the  Holn  Abbey,  and  the  Wythope  Mills  have  been  .wept 
away ;  and  there  remain  on  the  river  only  the  Abbey  and  l)en- 
wick  Mills.  One  of  our  energetic  tradesmen,  Mr.  Ihomas 
Archbold,  however,  erected  a  steam  corn  mill  a  lew  years  ago 
on  the  west  side  of  the  town  just  b(>yond  the  old  wall. 

Ih-ulges  and   lioads.-ihn^  bridge  there  was  in  Norman 
times  across  the  Aln,  coeval   it  may  be  with  the  iNorman 
castle,  but  which  was   in  a  ruined   and   shattered  s  ate  in 
1377,  when  it  was  extensively  repaired,  it  not  nearly  rebuilt ; 
probably  enough  some  porti"ons  of  the  Norman  work  would 
be  retained  in  the  renovated   structure.       ihis  o  d  brulgt, 
which  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century 
had  unusually  low  battlements,  and  was  very  narrow,  bu 
with  a  cornered  recess  on  each  side  over  every  pier,  so  that 
foot  passengers  might  step  aside  to  avoid  contact  with  a  vehicle 
wlu-n  passing  ove?.     At  Warkworth  there  is  still  a  bridge  of 
a    similar   character.      A   number    of  low   thatched   hou.es 
then  extended  from  the  top  of  the  steep  Peth,  nearly  to  tin. 
bridge  ;  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  Aln  there  w^as  another 
row  of  unseemly  cottages,  commencing  near  the  lown  Mill, 
westward  of  the  bridge. 
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A  great  flood  in  the  Alii,  on  the  8th  of  Novemher,  1770, 
waslietl  iiway  so  much  of  the  bank  of  the  river  as  to  cause  the 
south  end  of  the  bridge  to  sink  and  become  dangerous  ;  and 
on  tlie  lOtli  of  December,  the  corporation  paid  "  to  John 
Shepherd  os.  for  watching  tlie  bridge  all  last  Thursday  niglit 
to  give  passengers  notice  of  the  danger  of  going  over."  On 
the  15th  of  December  the  south  arch  fell  in,  leaving  the  others 
in  a  tottering  condition.  The  evil  had  been  but  partially 
remedied,  for  on  October  7th,  1772,  the  chamberlains  and 
common  council,  in  a  remonstrance  to  the  worhipful  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  rejneaent  that  the  county 
bridge  at  Alnwick  is  in  a  niinous  condition,  and  from  late 
breaches  the  passage  over  it  hazardous,  especially  for  car- 
riages; and  they  in  effect  threaten  to  have  recourse  to  law  for 
redress.  After  this,  the  present  bridge  Avas  built  some  twenty 
or  thirty  yards  higher  up  the  river  than  the  site  of  the 
old  bridge;  the  foundation  stone  being  laid  on  the  21st  of 
August,  1773.  It  is  a  substantial  structure  of  three  circular 
arches,  with  battlements  on  each  side,  above  whiidi,  in  the 
centre,  rises  a  pedestal  on  one  of  which  stands  a  lion  with  a 
stiff  extended  tail,  similar  to  that  on  Northumberland  House 
in  Ijondon  ;  it  is  hence  called  the  Lion  Bridge. 

For  foot  passengers  there  was  at  the  bottom  of  Canongate 
a  narrow  wooden  bridge  over  the  Aln,  ])rotected  at  the  sides 
by  wooden  railing,  and  resting  on  high  stone  ])iers  Avhidi 
had  their  foundation  in  the  solid  rock.  Horses  and  carriages 
passed  over  the  river  by  a  ford,  which  was  dangeious  after  a 
heavy  rain-fall  or  the  melting  of  suoav  ;  and  lives  were  in 
consequence  occasionally  lost.  A  great  flood  in  1821  broke 
down  some  of  the  piers,  and  rendered  the  bridge  useless. 
Another  bridge  Avas  built  by  Hugh,  third  duke  of  Xorthum- 
berland,  a  little  further  up  the  river,  suited  for  the  passage  of 
horses  and  carriages  as  Avell  as  of  persons  on  foi>t.  It  is  a 
plain  stone  structure  of  three  circular  arches. 

A  century  ago  the  Avay  to  Denwick  left  the  middle  of  Bond- 
gate  Street,  near  the  Tower,  and  iiassrd  through  Cuthn-'s 
l.ane  and  Barneyside,  and  then  across  the  ri\er  by  a  ibrd; 
the  road  was  short  and  direct;  but  when  Hugh,  theiirst  duke 
of  Northumberland,  was  extending  his  parks  and  pleasure 
grounds  this  road  >\  as  closed,  and  another  road  formed,  start- 
ing from  the  end  of  Bondgate,  making  a  bow  between  the 
tAvo  places ;  but,  as  a  compensation  for  this  perpettuil  dis- 
advantage, he  Avas  at  the  expense  ot  the  new  road,  and  of  its 
niainteiuince  for  00  years,  and  of  the  ( ifn>truftion  of  a  new 
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bridge  wliicli  is  called  Denwick  Bridge.  One  circular  arcli 
spans  the  river  where  it  is  deep  and  narrow;  from  the  {^ace- 
fulness  of  the  arcli  and  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  around, 
this  bridge  has  been  much  admir(;d. 

Several  ancient  roads  and  footpaths  have  been  blocked  up 
during  the  last  hundred  years.     There  was,  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  reserved  by  charter  a  free  passage  to  J  loin,  through 
all  the  ways  and  paths  anciently  used  in  any  part  of  I  loin 
Forest  to  neighbouring  and  distant  towns.     Cart  roads  then 
went  through  Iloln  Forest  for  the  men  of  Alnwick,  Denwick, 
and  Ilougliton.     Some  of  these  old  roads  were  in  public  use 
till  a  comparatively  recent  period.     An  ancient  road,  which 
went  through  the  park,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ahi,   ])ast 
Brishnv,  and  onward  to  East  Bolton,  Eglingham,  and  other 
places  nor  til  westward  of  Alnwick,  was  closed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment in  18;26;  but,  as  a  compensation  for  its  loss,  the  duke 
of  Northumberland  contributed  largely  to  the  improvement 
of  another  road  to  Eglingham,  Avhich,  however,  passes  by  a 
circuitous  and  hilly  route.*     This  act,  however,  did  not  take 
away  the  public  right  to  the  road  from  Rotton  How  by  Stoney 
Peth  to  the  Forest  Lodge  ;    nor  did  the  act  for  the  enclosure 
of  Alnwick  Moor  close  the  ancient  footpath  leading  from  the 
Forest  Lodge,  across  the  new  enclosure  to  the  Hag-staif,  and 
thence  to  Abherwick.     Other  old  roads  however  have  been 
closed.       One  ran  from  the  Forest   Lodge  by   Rutherford's 
ISIoor,  and  across  a  style  in  the  wall  to  Moor  Laws  ;    it  was 
described  in  the  language  of  the  district,   '•'  a  canny  road  for 
marlcel    \vives."      A  carriage  road  Avent   from   Shipley  Red 
Stead,  by  the  west  side  of  Hunker's  Ilill,  and  thence  to  the 
turnpike.     A  bridle  road  from  the  Charltons  entered  the  park 
a  little  eastward  of  Lokensenburn,  and  passed  on  to  iSIoor 
Laws.     But  the  pleasantest  and  most  frequented  of  all  the 
p\iblic  footpaths  was  that  which  entered  the  Abbey  Grounds, 
Dear  the  Ihirn  Yards,  and  went  down  Breakback,  and  through 
the  Ilaugli  to  Holn  and  beyond;  and  from  this  other  path- 
ways led  to  Necessity  and  other  places.    Many  a  delightful 
stroll  have  I  enjoyed,"  in  the  early  summer  mornings  and  in 
the  sunny  evenings  along  this  pathway,  when  it  Avas  free  to 
all.     Doubtless,  the  closure  of  these  ancient  roads  has  led  to 
the  more  careful  cultivation  of  the  parks  ;   the  old  tanglfd 
forest,  the  wild  glens,  and  rugged  braes,  have  been  adorned 

♦   Tl\e  owners  of  East  Bolton,  however,  still  retain  the  rif^ht  of  a  bridle  way 
through  the  p;irk3. 
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by  the  resources  of  art,  so  that  now  the  scenery  of  this  ]>ortion 
of  tlie  vale  of  the  Abi  is  varied  and  beautiful.  JIon()iiral)le 
was  it  to  the  liberality  and  feeling  of  Algernon,  tlie  duke  of 
Northumberland,  that  lie  opened  these  parks  to  the  public  ; 
and  considering  what  originally  were  the  public  rights  over 
them,  and  what  beneficial  effects  on  the  tastes,  habits,  and 
morals  of  a  community  result  from  wandering  amid  beautiful 
scenery,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  successive  lords  of  Alnwick 
will,  in  a  like  kind  and  trusting  manner,  throw  open  this 
source  of  rational  enjoyment  to  all. 

Much  of  the  river  banks  too  was  open  accessible  ground 
traversed  by  footpaths  aiul  roads.  The  Haugh,  anciently 
called  Lowther's  llaugh,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Aln,  west- 
ward of  the  Lion  liridge,  was,  even  during  the  present  .| 
century,  something  like  public  ground,  where  young  men  | 
and  boys  played,  and  fished,  and  bathed.  Young  boys  bathed 
in  the  shallow  water  above  the  bridge  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  ;  those  a  little  older  bathed  and  learned  to  swim  at  the 
Island,  and  those  who  could  trust  themselves  in  deep  water 
resorted  to  Barbara's  Bank  on  the  opposite  side.  At  that 
time  almost  all  the  youths  of  the  town  could  swim.  A  public  /^ 
road  led  across  this  llaugh  parallel  with  AValkergate — the 
street  of  the  Walkers  or  Fullers.  Even  as  late  as  1G82  there 
was  still  one  fulling  mill  there.  In  1G80  tlie  parish  of 
Alnwick  was  at  the  baronial  court  amerced  J30d.  "  for  not 
repairing  the  highway  leading  from  Alnwick  Bridge  to  Low- 
ther's haughes  ;"  but  this  small  fine  not  having  the  desired 
effect,  the  ])arishioners  were,  in  1082,  amerced  £5  "  for  not 
amending  the  highway  that  leads  from  Alnwick  to  Lowther's 
haugh  ;"  and  in  the  same  year  Matthew  Alnwick  had  ''  to 
amend  this  way  which  is  worn  away  at  the  end  of  Lowther's 
haugliesby  reason  of  a  damm  lately  made  in  the  river  to  his 
fulling  mill."  These  haughs,  roads,  ancient  bathing  places, 
and  Barbara's  Bank  are  now  enclosed  as  part  of  the  Dairy 
Grounds. 

A  loain  road  there  was  through  the  Pasture  or  North 
Desmesne,  between  tlie  Lion  Bridge  and  Denwick.  In  1G94, 
*'  the  Highway  leading  from  Alnwick  bridge  to  the  Topp  or 
With-open  Bank"  Avas  presented  at  the  court  leet.  Indeed, 
this  delightfully  situated  large  tract  of  desraene  land  was  used 
as  if  it  were  the  people's  park,  Avhere  from  time  immemorial 
young  and  old  gathered,  generation  after  generation,  on  festal 
occasions  to  play  their  ancient  games  and  enjoy  their  accus- 
tomed holidays.     And  as  the  favourite  gamesome  exercises 
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were  indul^^cd  in  there,  how  pleased  must  have  l)enu  the  h^rds 
and  hidics  of  the  stately  castle,  who  had  any  sympathies  with 
the  ])eople,as  they  gazed  from  its  windows  on  tlie  liai)py  grou])S 
sporting-  over  this  park  !  No  place  conld  be  more  suited  for 
hcalthfnl  enjoyment,  or  more  fitted  to  improve  the  taste. 

An  ancient  road  from  the  soutli  came  through  Cawledge 
Park,  and  a  little  eastward  of  Rugley  ;  and  it  apjiear.'^  to 
have  passed  np  Rngley  Lane,  across  the  moor,  down  Hooling 
Lane  and  the  Clarty  Loaning,  to  Alnwick  Abbey.  On  the 
Itngley  grounds  the  plongh  has  often  struck  on  tlie  remains 
of  this  road,  and  several  liorse's  shoes  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  found  on  it,  of  small  size,  shewing  that  the  liorses  were 
formerly  of  a  small  breed,  probably  the  Ilobbys  of  the  Ilob- 
belars,  who  formed  the  border  cavalry. 

The  cliief  highway  was  in  the  seventeenth  century  in  a 
wretched  condition.  In  1G80  "  The  Parishioners  of  Alne- 
Avicke  were  presented,  who  ouglit  to  repairo  tlie  ('ommou 
Causeway  in  the  Lane  or  Loning  leading  from  Alnwick 
Bridge  to  the  Broomhouse  or  Louing  head,  which  is  out  of 
repaire  and  full  of  Quicksands,  and  it  being  then  post  road 
it  is  \ery  dangerous  for  travellers,  we  doe  thei'cfore  amerce 
them  OS.  4d.";  it  had  "  to  be  repaired  on  paine  of  3'Js.  lid." 
Tlie  parishioners  still  neglected  their  duty,  and  in  1G82  they 
were  amerced  o9s.  lid.  'Mbr  not  repairing  the  Common 
Louing  leading  to  Loning  head  from  Alnwick  Uridge."  Li 
1733,  thus  continue  the  baronial  court  records — "  We  also 
})resent  the  ])r(>sent  Chamberlains  for  not  repairing  and 
amending  the  high  path  Causeway  leading  from  the  Larl  of 
Derwentwater  slate  house  downe  king's  high  street  to  the 
J>ridgc  End  to  be  insufficient."  This  was  the  great  north 
road,  as  it  is  now  called,  which  runs  through  Alnwick  and 
past  the  Barbican  of  the  castle  and  down  the  Peth,  and 
across  the  bridge  and  awaj-  northward.  It  was  the  great 
line  of  traffic  between  London  and  Ldinburgh  ;  and  the  good 
people  of  Alnwick  looked  then,  Avith  as  much  jealousy  as 
they  do  now,  at  attempts  to  diveit  an  important  line  of  traffic 
from  their  own  doors.  In  1767,  the  chamberlains  and  com- 
mon council  petitioned  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  "  to  use 
his  endeavours  to  think  favourably  of  the  old  grand  north 
post  roads,  as  it  hath  done  of  the  new  western  roads,  and 
contribute  as  largely  to  a  variation  of  this  road  at  the  Pees, 
as  it  hath  done  to  the  making  of  the  new  roads  ;"  they 
represent  that  the  Pees,  near  Old  Cambus,  in  its  present 
steepy  situation  is  disliked  by  travellers,  but  that  by  varying 
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the  road  it  iniglit  bo  made  commodious ;  and  they  view  with 
ahirm  the  new  brid<^o  of  Cohlstveam,  and  the  bridge  over  the 
Tyne  at  Tloxham,  and  tlie  making  of  a  new  road  from  Ilex- 
ham  to  Jedburgh,  and  they  fear  tlie  grand  north  post  road 
will  bo  deserted  and  innkeepers  ruined.  How  ingenious  of 
these  selfish  men  to  cloak  their  selfishness  under  the  guise 
of  benevolence  to  the  innkeepers  ! 

The  vigilance  used  by  the  courts  leet  before  1750,  to  guard 
the  rights  of  the  public  to  paths  and  roads  will  be  shewn  in 
a  few  additional  extracts,  which  will  also  illustrate  the  topo- 
gra])hy  of  the  parish. 

16.54. — Eilwai\l  Mdlcalfo  was  presented  for  stoppinq;  "  a  common  way  be- 
tween Blaokleo  Close  and  the  Town  of  Alnwick,  lor  cart  and  wayno  throu^-h 
Metcalfte's  CuMs  along  the  licdg-o  to  tho  Hope  loning  tjniio  out  of  memory." 
1(J'J8. — itr.  Mark  Forstur  was  presented  "  for  stopping  the  way  leading 
through  his  dwelling  house  to  the  Common  "Well  and  Common  Loning  called 
ITop])  lane  or  Greenbatt  and  lor  creeLing  a  gate  on  the  Loning." 

"  IGH2. — Tiiomas  Stamp  aged  G6  or  thereabout  sworno  and  examined  saith, 
that  there  was  a  highway  leading  to  tho  iStottlo  Meadows,  tlirough  the  Chil-  ' 

dren  Groves,  and  Icnownc  it  from  his  infancy.  Ami  that  since  tlio  Division 
of  tlie  Common  trelds,  there  was  always  a  way  to  the;  .Sloltle  Aleadows.     John  ' 

Taylor  agdl  7'5  or  thereabouls  sworno  and  examined  saitli,  that  hco  hath 
known  Stottlo  ADeadows  and  that  tlie  common  way  that  loails  to  it  through  t 

tlio  Cliildren  Groves  liath  known  it  for  threescore  yeares,  and  sinco  tho  divi-  ,  ^  ' 

sion  there  was  always  a  highwa.y  to  the  said  Stottle  Meadows,  without  disturb-  i 

anco  as  abovesaid  till  of  late  for  which  Henry  Roberts  was  presenteii."  \* 

1682. — John  Fenkle  was  amerced  8d.  "for  not  keejung  up  his  gate  in  tho  *f 

Highway  that  leads  to  the  New  j\tills  Ilesley  yide."  1738. — "A  wain  road 
was  in  the  Low  Milno  Close  from  Alnwick  to  ITesleysido."  1G07. — "  William 
Yellowley  was  presented  for  an  Incroachment  by  erecting  a  wall  which  stoppa 
the  ancient  conunon  iiasaago  which  hwds  from  N.irrowgato  to  Fenkle  Street 
and  takoing  to  hiiii'^clf  a  piece  of  waste  ground."  The  jury  f(i\md  that  "tho 
waste  ground  above  11  years  sinco  was  a  connnoa  pa.ssago  tlirougli  Ralph 
Groave's  garden  into  fenlclo  Street."  Tho  wall  was  ordered  to  be  pulled 
down,  and  tho  oft'endor  was  amerced  Gd.  "  170G. — Luke  llindmers  was  pre- 
sented for  maldng  a  cartway  in  tho  narrow  passage  to  tho  .Stone  "Well  in 
bringing  Loaden  t)arts  full  of  Bark  through  it,  brealcing  down  Sir.  Hunter's 
Btono  wall  to  the  ground,  to  tho  Roundabout,  formcrl)-  belonging  to  Oltl  John 
Alder  in  Clayport."  1720. — A  jury  e.tamined  witnesses  who  proved  that  an 
ancient  way  led  to  the  Claj-jjort  Back  Crofts  on  the  south  side  of  Claypoi-t 
"Without  the  Tower.  In  1730,  Thomas  Awthcy  was  amerced  ISs.  4d.  for 
stopping  this  way  ;  but  not  subniitting  to  this  judgment,  tho  Serjeants  of  tho 
manor  court,  by  ord^r  of  tho  coiu't,  broke  down  his  fences  ;  and  he  indicted 
them  at  the  sessions.  From  evidence,  however,  it  was  jjroved  that  it  was  an 
"  ancient  footway  loading  downe  Clayporte  South  Croft  andsoo  to  tho  Church 
road  or  path  where  a  style  was  sett,  and  time  out  of  memory  of  maji  was  a 
way  or  foot  patli  to  mid  from  tho  church,  and  also  for  all  the  king's  Hego 
people  to  pass  and  repass  up  and  down  that  way  on  all  occasions.  And  also 
that  tho  owners  and  occupiers  of  every  one  of  the  Bm-gagcs  of  tho  South  Croft 
or  Rigga  had  all  along  made  use  of  a  (Jommon  Gap  or  Slopp  near  the  Common 
Loning  for  loading  Hay  or  Corno  or  for  mucking  their  Burgage  Crofts  ;  and 
as  soon  as  tho  Harvest  was  over  and  Mucking  time  done,  and  Tyth  of  the 
same  ledd  away,  thou  the  said  wain  or  cai-t  dung  Gapp  was  dug  up  aiid  made 
fencoable  in  the  said  Loning  at  or  near  Clayjiorte  Tower,  called  the  Greenbatt 
Loning,  but  still  the  foot  style  was  kept  up  winter  and  summer."     1733. — 
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"The  townu  of  Alnwick  was  presented  for  sud'eiing  Lady  Row  Lunc  (other- 
wise Ktittin  Kaw  Lane)  to  ho  out  of  repair." 

A  vennel  •way  or  narrow  lane — an  old  cluircli  road — ran 
from  Narrowgate  Street   along  the  side  of  the  town  wall  to 
another  church  road  from  Pottergate  Tower ;  this  vennel  was 
shut   up  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.      The  old  road 
from   Alnwick   to  lioulmer   went   along   Fisher   Lane,  past 
yUlerhurn   to  Lough  House.     An  ancient  road  went  across 
Alnwick  Moor  from  Ilobberlaw  to  the  highway  leading  from 
Alnwick  (o  Whittingham.     In  1G88,  the  baronial  court  says 
"  The  parish  of  Alnwick  ought  to  repair  the   way  leading 
from  liobberlaw  to  Mossoyford  ;  "    and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
repaired  before  next  court  under  a  penalty  of  18s.  4d.     The 
right  of  the  public  to  this  road  was  undisturbed  till  about 
1708,  when  llobert  Smart,  owner  of  Ilobberlaw,  opened  lime- 
kilns on  his  estate  for  burning  and  selling  Tune ;  but  the  corpor- 
ation looking  on  this  movement  with  jealousy,  because  tending 
to  lessen  the  value  of  their  own  lime-kilns  on  Alnwick  Moor, 
attempted  to   stop  this  nncient  road,  so  that  access   to  the 
]  Lobberlaw  Kiln  might  be  diificult.     The  dispute  was  decided 
at  the  assizes  in  Newcastle,  in  1770.     Witnesses  proved  that 
there  was    "  an  ancient  road  for  horses,  carriages,  ike,  along 
the  north  side  of  Ilobberlaw  dike,  and  over  the  south  end  of  the 
limestone   quarry  next  to   Ilobberlaw   Estate,   from  thence 
north-westward  over  15rancepeth  East  Hill,  and  from  thence 
crossing  the  Tloul  or  Hollow  uf  lirancepeth,  and  from  thence 
up  theliill  west  of  the  Hcdlow  over  or  near  a  Quarry  lately 
opened,  and  from  th(Mice  to  the  higliway  between  Whitting- 
ham   and  Ahnvick."       To  view   this  road,  the  sheriff  was 
ordered  to  summon  a  jury,  but  the  under-sheriff  instead  of 
smnmoning  only  twelve,  summoned  sixty,  the  whole  panel 
of  the  county,  and  thirty-nine  of  them  appeared.     The  con- 
duct of  the  under-sheriff  was  complained  of,  but  all  expenses 
had  to  be  borne  by  the  corporation  and  Kobert  Smart.     A 
stran<Te  agreement'  the  clutnibcrlains  had  made  with  Kobert 
Sman   to   end    the   dispute.       They  had    agreed    '_'  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  with  the  public  money  nor  with  their 
private  purses  to  aid  "in  attempts  to  interrupt  him  in  the  use 
of  the  road,"  and  even   "  to  punish  individual  freemen  avIio 
should  do  so."     They  had  convenantcd  at  night,  more  than 
they  could  perform  ;  and  in  the  morning,  -when  they  awoke 
with  their  heads  cooler,  they  repentc^d  of  what  they  had  done. 
They  submitted  the  agreement  to  a  learned  counsellor  for 
advice,  because  they  say  it   contains   things    unreasonable  ; 
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and  their  excuse  for  their  folly  is  "  (liat  it  \vas  made  late  at 
night  and  \vrotc  in  great  hurry  ;"  prohahly  in  those  jolly 
corporate  days  these  officials  were  so  merry  as  not  to  know 
(■xaclly  what  they  Avere  doing.  By  a  regular  deed,  however, 
made  October  I'^th,  1771,  the  road  was  conceded  ;  it  Avas  to 
1)0  20  feet  wide,  and  kept  up  at  the  equal  expense  of  both 
parties,  tlie  chamberlains  and  four-aud-twcnty  binding  them- 
selves, uiulcr  a  penalty  of  £500,  not  to  interrupt  him  in  the 
use  of  this  road.  Attempts  have  been  made  by  the  trustees 
of  the  freemen  to  shut  u])  this  aiuient  road  !  There  are 
several  ancient  footpaths  "which  the  jniblic  can  still  enjoy  ou 
Alnwick  Moor  ;  for  the  act,  by  which  it  was  enclosed,  did  not 
iu  any  degree  deprive  the  community  of  such  ancient  and 
accustomed  ])rivileges  ami  rights.* 

The  turn])ike  from  Ilexluun  tOiVlnmouth  Avas  made  in  the 
years  1753  a)id  1754;  it  comes  to  Alnwick  Moor  at  Lemming- 
ton  Bank  Top,  and  i)asses  through  tlie  toAvn.  To  the  forma- 
tion of  this  road  the  corporation  subscribed  liberally,  yet 
keeping  in  vicAV  the  interests  of  the  freemen,  The  projectors 
])roposed  that  a  toll-gate  should  be  placed  in  the  !Stol)by 
INloor  ;  but  to  this  tlie  connnon  council  strongly  objected. 
The  chamberlains  offered,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  to  subscribe 
£400  at  the  rate  of  three  ])er  cent  per  annum,  provided  the 
cluunberlains  for  the  time  being  Avere  nominated  trustees 
Avithout  any  qualification;  they  granted  leave  to  the  C(mi- 
luissioncrs  to  erect  a  Avail  across  the  ToAvn  Moor,  provided  it 
Avere  built  Avest  of  the  HoavI  of  Branks])cth,  and  provided  all 
(he  free  biu-gesscs  resident  iu  tOAvn  or  ])arish  be  exempt  from 
l)aying  any  toll  for  the  ''arriage  of  lime,  manure,  stones, 
coals,  turves,  fhiggs,  heallu'r,  or  Avhins,  from  any  part  of  the 
moor  to  the  tOAvn.  For  a  foAv  years  tlie  corporation  received 
interest  ou  this  £400  ;  but  the  tolls  being  absorbed  by  the 
Avorking  expenses,  no  interest  has  been  paid  for  many  years, 
and  the  ca])ital  is  lost,  excepting  so  far  as  the  toAvn  and  com- 
munity enjoy  (he  advantage  of  a  good  road. 

Pant  is  a  border  name  for  a  covered  well  or  reservoir  of 
Avater,  Avhenee  tlie  inhabitants  of  a  village  obtain  their  Avater  ; 
it  occurs  iu  the  south  of  Scotland  and  is  in  general  use  iu 
Northumberland,  Its  origin  is  doubtful,  but  })robably  it  is 
a  local  form  oi  jwntl  or  poid  of  Avaler,  for  usually  there  is 
attached  to  each  pant  a  trough  into  Avhich  the  surplus  Avater 
falls.  In  AluAvick  avo  have  now  the  High  or  St.  Michael's 
Taut,  the  Low  or  Pottergate  I'aiit,  the  Clayport  High  Pant, 

•    CmIkt  !  :j:u1s,  l.aviiij  I'.o  his*,  iiv,  I  lia\e  not  rcicireJ  to. 
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fDVincvly  Kidland's  Well,  the  Clayport  T.ow  Pant,  tlic  two 
Hondgate  Pants,  the  Grcenbat  Pant,  tlic  Church  i*aut,  the 
Town  or  Stone  Well,  Green's  or  Moffat's  Well.  On  the 
corporation  devolved  the  duty  of  supplying  the  town  v.ilh 
Avater ;  and  they  fully  exercised  the  power  of  building  pants, 
and  of  laying  pipes  in  the  streets  to  convey  the  water  from 
springs  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  the  wants  of  the  town  required. 
The  expense  Avas  defrayed  chiefly  out  of  the  cor[)orate  funds, 
aided  in  early  periods  by  water  rates  imposed  on  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  pants  belonged  to  the  corporation  or  town  ;  and 
the  young  freemen  who  rode  the  boundary  of  the  moor,  on  St. 
Mark's  Day,  also  rode  round  the  pants  of  the  town,  as 
Avell  as  the  "Market  Place  and  Cross,  as  part  of  their  property. 
From  an  early  period  the  corporation  paid  a  salary  to  a  pant- 
keeper;  beginning  in  IGU  with  i^s.  yearly,  and  ending  with 
£7  7s.  John  Graye,  in  1611,  was  paid  2s.  for  keeping 
the  pant,  and  Gd.  for  "  dales  to  the  pant ;"  in  1G45,  George 
Jefferson  for  keeping  the  pant  was  paid  Gs.  A  pant  and  the 
Stone  Well  are  the  earliest  noticed.  In  1G23,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  four-and-twenty,  "  that  whosoever  he  be  (or  she)  that 
abuseth  the  pant  or  our  Stone  Well  shall  pay  for  each  fait 
totles  quoties,  to  the  Comon  hutch  of  the  town."  The  Ohl 
Town  or  Stone  AVell  was  on  the  west  side  of  Infirmary 
Street,  close  to  where  the  town  wall  stood  ;  and  from  this 
water  is  conveyed  by  pipes  to  the  present  Stone  Well  The 
Pow  Pant  at  the  foot  of  Pottergate,  and  a  pant  and  Avells  in 
(Hayporl,  and  anothi'r  called  Green's  Well,  were  used  by  the 
l)ublii-  prior  to  IGSo  ;  fur  in  tlie  court  leet  records  there  are 
the  following  mxlers  : — 

1G83.— "Tho  puTit  to  bo  puvrJ  and  anion.li-il  by  llio  liihabituTits  of  Tot- 
torgatc  NniTOwgalo  ami  ]5aililV-atc."  "Thu  Ouimnou  M'clls  and  I'uut  of 
(Jlapoit  AVardc  are  out  of  ixi.air  and  choalced  with  tiltb  and  dirt  wliich  oiiglit 
to  be  ckundud  by  Claport,  wo  aniorco  each  Inhabitant  2d."  "Tlic  inhabi- 
tants of  tlio  sauio  ward  to  clean  them  before  the  faircs  of  Alnwiek  next  on 
jiaino  of  xijjs.  iiijd."  •' A  good  and  Avholesonio  well  lyeth  iu  the  back  of 
lioR-cr  Moflatt's,  to  which  well  the  inhaliilants  of  IJoJidgate  Street,  Avithin  the 
Tower,  and  Market  I'lace  had  always  liljL-rty  ;  but  the  well  is  out  of  repauv, 
with  the  consent  of  ii.  Modalt,  the  inhabitants  doe  raako  a  Causeway  to  the  well , 
and  repair  it,  uud  so  clean  and  fence  it,  as  to  be  no  nuisance  to  It.  Mollatt." 

The  Pottergate  I'ant  is  supplied  from  the  surplus  water  of 
the  Stone  Well.  In  the  olden  time  there  Avas  a  well  within 
an  arched  recess  of  the  Avail  of  Clnyport  ToAver  ;  but  a  neAV 
pant  Avas  built  for  this  avcU  in  1752,  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
■eiO—carter's  charges  being  then  Is.  Gd.  i)er  day,  and  a  master 
mason's  daily  Avagcs  only  Is.  4d.  Kidland's  AVtll,  at  the 
bottom  of  Clay  port  Bank,'Avas  in  1755  converted  into  a  pant. 
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In  the  seventeenth  century  tlie  revenues  of  the  tOAvn  were 
small,  and  we  find  that  to  improve  the  water  6U])])ly  tlie  four- 
and-twenty  imposed  a  cess  on  the  property  of  the  inhahitants. 

"May  7,  1694.— Presentments  made  at  the  Lord's  Courts  for  our  Pant 
being  out  of  repair  iu  want  of  water  for  supplying  the  Towno  and  preventing 
of  lires,  it  is  therfor  ununimously  condescended  liy  llio  four  and  twonty,  that 
there  shall  be  a  sess  layd  on  of  all  the  liouses  and  Lands  belonging  to  Aln- 
■^v-icko  3  times  according  to  the  Booko  of  Ixaits  and  what  moneys  is  collected 
for  the  aforesaid  use,  what  is  over  repairing  of  the  said  pant,  shall  goe  towards 
Clayport  well  and  other  springs  of  the  towno;"  and  accordingly  schedules 
were  issued  to  the  petty  constables  to  make  the  collection  for  the  pants. 

An  odd  method  the  four-and -twenty  adopted  in  1695  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  pants  ;  they  ordered  "  that  the  free- 
men that  Lives  in  the  Country  may  put  their  goods  for  this 
yeare  on  our  moor,  and  kept  hy  our  Herds;  and  that  they 
shall  upon  the  Herds  keeping  their  goods  this  year  find  men 
to  lielp  to  fill  up  the  pitts  on  our  moor  and  likewise  send  men 
to  -work  att  our  Toivne  pa/ii  as  the  Chamherlains  shall  think 
fitt."  A  system  of  taxation  was  kept  up  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  pants  till,  at  least,  1715  ;  in  that  year  two  persons  were 
amerced  at  the  court  leet  20d.  "  for  not  paying  their  proportion 
for  repairing  Moftatt's  Well ;  and  3d.  per  burgage  Avas  ordered 
to  be  paid  for  repairing  Clayport  pant  and  the  Stone  Avell, 
for  every  inhabitant  frequenting  the  same," 

The  Church  Well  was  repaired  by  the  corporation  in  1737  ; 
and  in  1778,  "  a  ncAV  pant  Avas  erected  near  the  church,"  and 
to  James  Johnson  was  paid  2s.  Gd.  "  for  cutting  the  Town's 
arms," — St.  Michael  killing  the  dragon — on  this  pant.  It 
then  stood  on  [\\c  east  side  of  the  highway  leading  to  Canon- 
gate,  at  the  base  of  the  church  hill ;  but  as  it  interfered  with 
some  proposed  improvement  of  the  churchyard,  the  church- 
wardens applied  for  its  removal  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road,  and  this  was  acceeded  to  on  the  condition  that  the 
stone  panel  with  the  tOAvn's  arms,  though  worn  and  defaced 
by  time,  should  be  built  into  the  new  pant,  and  that  sutHcient 
space  should  be  left,  so  that  the  freemen  could  ride  round  it 
according  to  ancient  custom. 

The  four-and-twenty  were  not  negligent  of  their  duty  in  sup- 
plying the  town  with  Avater  ;  they  built  a  new  pant  at  the 
end  of  Eondgate  in  1747,  another  in  liondgate  in  1751,  one 
in  Greenbat  in  1753,  and  another  on  the  east  side  of  ]3ond- 
gate  Tower  in  1802.  An  order  Avas  made  in  1700  to  bring 
Avater  to  the  jNIarket  Place,  but  it  Avas  not  till  1712  that  the 
High  Pant — the  principal  pant  of  the  tOAvn — Avas  erected, 
"  att  the  Old  Crosse  called   the   Grasse   Cross  as   the  most 


CORRECTION    HOUSE.  471 


convenient  place."      It,  however,  was  insufficiently  supplied 
^th  water\uid  fell  into  decay;  but  m  175^  '^^-'^ 
twenty  resolved  to  erect  a  new  pant   in   the  ^1'}^^  '      tUl 
George  Shepherd's  house  ;  but  this  ^vas  not  earned  out  t  1 
1755?  when  the  famous  St.   Michael's  Pant  was  built  by 
Matthew  Mills,  at  a  cost  of  about  £60,  ^-- ,-   X  /es'  u 
Bell,  architect,  for  which  lie  was  paid  £     10s       ihe  desiy 
s  somewhat  ambitious,  in  the  Pseudo-Gothic  ot  the  period     it 
is  a  little  square  tower,  adorned  with  carvings  and  having  tn  o 
pinnacles  at  each  corner,  and  surmounted  with  the  figure  of 
St  Michael  killing  the  dragon,  deftly  but  stiffly  sculptured 
in  stone.     The  water   is  continually  running  from  a  carv  d 
head,  into  a  large  reservoir  out  of  which  cattle  may  drud. 
James  Johnson  received  £5  7s.  6d.  "lor  c-vmg  the  figui^. 
The  supply  is  brought  by  pipes  from  fountains  at  the  top  ot 
Claypor  J  P.ank,  into  wldch  is  conducted  water  from  sp,  n  gs 
on  Alnwick  Moor.      After  the  establishment  ot  the  Local 
Board  of  Health,  the  corporation  very  readily  gave  up  to 
that  rcnre^entative  body  the  custody  of  the  pants. 

Cor^cthn  J/.«.e.-Though  Alnwick  is  the  county  town 
of  Northumberland,  the  county  gaol  never  appears  to  have 
been  there  but  at  Morpeth,  where  it  was  rented  by  the 
SelU  of  the  county,  of  the  earl  of  Carlisle.  /Ihe  county 
House  of  Correction  was,  however,  at  Alnwick  ;  and  it 
appears  to  have  been  a  workhouse  as  well  as  a  place  ot 
punishment.  There  were  four  burgages  on  the  south  side  of 
rV.vnort  adioinin«.-  the  tower,  used  lor  this  purpose.  A 
pe;^!::::  w^;^  ii^seiUed  a  little  prior  to  1(>^  to  the  magistrates 
Irom  Thomas  Courtney,  of  Alnwick,  doathjer,  stating— 
"Thitthchousoof  Correction  in  Almvick,  for  some  years  past  Ms  boon 

■been  given  'belore. 

The  scheme  does  not  seem  to  have  been  successful,  for  in 
1680-1  is  the  following  minute  :— 

-That  the  naoneyes  formerly  Ralhered  for  the  house  f.';^^/''.f'>^.ll' 
spoeiily  inquired  into  and  orders  taken  for  the  recovery  ^i^"  for  t,ho  Coun- 
S yes  u4  and  that  all  materials  Longht  for  the  aaid  house  of  Curreaiou  Lee 
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inventoried  that  soe  for  publleko  iiao ;  and  that  ovorsoors  hoe  ai)pi)intoil  fur 
viowinp;  the  heliaviour  ot  the  Slastur,  and  the  acconiniodation  of  tlio  poojilu 
sent  thitlicr  and  ahoute  the  re]jairinf^  of  the  ,s;iid  House  of  Corriiction."  I'lio 
jury  a^ain  present  on  8th  Octohor,  1081— " 'J'his  County  liouso  of  (Jurrcitic.n 
as  still  in  raino  and  decay,  iind  that  the  puhliok  money  collected  from  tho 
County  for  ujiholding-  tho  said  house  and  miinufactory  there  to  laaintaine  a 
cortainc  miniber  of  people  att  worke  and  cinploynient  hy  tho  common  stuck 
of  nionc}',  not  to  he  rightly  managed  for  tho  use  intended  as  it  ouglit  to  Lo." 

At  tho  Morpeth  Sessions,  14th  of  April,  1080. — "Item  weo  present  that 
whereas  tho  Ilonso  of  CoiTection  heing  att  Alnuicko  is  very  nselesse  to  tho 
Count}',  wo  desire  it  may  bo  removed  to  some  other  convcni(!nt  place  wlua-o 
it  may  be  better  taken  care  of  and  moni  useful  for  the  County,  and  that  wee 
think  noo  place  more  fitt  than  tho  seat  of  the  present  sessions."  * 

The  corporation  interested  themselves  in  this  siihject ;  in 
1687,  there  Wc'is  "  s])ent  on  the  Sherifi'e  and  Esq  CIaverini»- 
and  other  justices,  when  tliey  viewed  the  Tower  7s.  Gd. — 
tSpent  in  gocin;^  to  Esq  Calh'ily  ahout  tlie  Gaols  7s.  6i\" 
But  the  correction  house  was  again  presented  in  1701,  as  out 
of  repair,  and,  as  maiuiged)  of  no  use  to  the  county.  In  170!.J, 
the  judges  fiued  the  county  £1000  for  an  insufficient  gaol; 
and  the  jury  recommending  the  Alnwick  House  of  Correction, 
Clayport  Tower,  and  ground  adjoining  as  a  proper  site  for  a 
new  gaol,  the  corporation  offered  to  convey  the  tower  for  this 
])urpose,  at  a  yearly  grouml  rent  of  one  shilling.  It  was 
found,  however,  that  the  old  gaol  at  Morjietli  could  be 
repaired  and  enlarged  at  a  less  expense  tlian  the  cost  of  a 
new  erection  at  Alnwick.  It  was  resolved  by  the  magistrates, 
in  1703,  to  sell  the  House  of  Correction ;  and  INIark  Forster 
and  John  Hurrell  offered  for  it  .€100  on  behalf  of  the  town 
for  a  minist(n's  ho\ise  and  other  public  nses  ;  and  althougli 
tliis  was  agreed  to,  it  was  nevertheless,  for  Avhat  reason  does 
not  appear,  sold  in  170-1  to  William  Taylor  for  £110.  The 
present  Correction  House  was  erected  in  1807  in  a  yard 
leading  from  IJondgate  to  the  Greenbat ;  and  adjoining  to 
it  a  spacious  and  handsome  Court  House  was  built  in  I80G, 
Avitli  a  frontage  to  the  Greenbat.  This  new  Court  House 
stands  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Wesleyan  Chapel,  which,  after 
having  been  used  as  a  candle-making  liouse,  was  purchased 
by  the  county  for  £350.  jNleetings  of  tlie  I'etfy  Sessions  for 
Alnwick  are  held  in  it  regularly  on  Saturdays  once  a  fort- 
night;  and  it  is  also  tised  by  the  county  comt  judge  for  his 
monthly  meetings. 

*   MSS.  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Bell,  to  whom  1  am  iiulchted  f)r  several  intcrosliug  notes. 
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CHAPTER  XXY, 
PUBLIC  MOVEMENTS. 

ELEOl'IONS  IN  1734  AND   1748 — ETCHARD  GRIEVE — ELECTION  IN  1774 

GEORGE    GRIEVE    AND    COLLINGWOOD    FOHSTEU  —  MOVEilENTS 

DURING  THE  ERENCH    REVOLUTION — QUEEN  CAROLINE — ADDRESS 
TO  EARL  GREY — REFORM  MEETING — VOTING    IN   ALNWICK. 

Politics  need  not  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  local  history; 
yet  if  history  is  made  np  of  the  actions  of  living  men,  some 
notice  must  be  taken  of  the  part,  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  ])laycd  in  important  political  and  religious  move- 
ments. Not  being  a  parliamentary  borough,  Alnwick  had 
not  that  intense  selfish  interest  in  politics  Avhich  small  cor- 
porations usually  felt,  M'here  freemen's  votes  could  be  bought 
in  the  market;  yet  there  was  a  pretty  large  number  of  a 
better  class  of  voters — freeholders — living  in  the  town,  who 
were  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  county ;  and  Aln- 
wick being  moreover  the  town  Mhere  the  poll  -was  taken  for 
the  whole  county,  it  became  a  scene  of  uproar  and  commotion 
— drinking  and  wild  extravagance — when  a  contested  election 
occurred. 

Till  the  time  of  James  I.,  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  Nortli- 
umberland  were  llotnan  Catholics  ;  but  in  the  first  year  of 
his  reign.  Sir  Ralph  Grey  was  the  first  Protestant  member 
elected.  Sir  Henry  Widdrington,  a  Catholic,  being  his 
colleague.  In  what  manner  the  corporation  and  burgesses 
of  Almvick  then  acted  we  have  little  information  ;  but  we 
find  that  the  four-and-twcnty  of  the  borough  entered  keenly 
into  the  political  contests  of  the  eighteenth  century.  They 
supported  Thomas  Forster,  of  Adderston,  in  1711,  granting 
him  the  use  of  "the  Pole  house"  for  which  he  paid  them 
30s.  ;  and  in  addition  gave  £20,  to  buy  i)late  to  be  run  for  at 
the  Alnwick  races. 

A  prominent  part  was  played  by  the  corporation  in  the 
election  of  1748,  when  Charles  Lord  Ossulston  and  Lancelot 

-       3p 
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Allp^ood,  of  Hexham,  Esq.,  were  candidates  to  fill  the  place 
made  vacant  by  the  death  of  John  Funwick.  O.ssulston  was 
tlie  whig,  and  Allgood  the  tory.  The  sym[)athies  of  tin?  four- 
and-twenty  were  strongly  in  favour  of  tlie  tory  candidate,  and 
they  adopted  extraordinary  measures  to  promote  his  interest. 
The  poll  was  taken  on  the  ISth,  19th,  20th,  22nd,  23rd,  and 
24th  days  of  February;  but  while  keen  canvassing  was  going 
on,  and  the  note  of  preparation  heard  for  the  struggle,  the 
four-and-twcnty  met  on  the  4th  of  February  and  passed 
resolutions  to  aid  the  cause  of  Allgood.  Suspecting,  they 
say,  that  several  persons  intend  to  vote  who  are  not  legally 
qualified,  and  to  prevent  such  persons  from  committing  the 
odious  sin  of  perjury,  they  order  five  persons  to  view  the  free- 
holds of  such  disputed  persons  and  to  estimate  their  value, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  another  meeting  ;  they  threaten  to 
disfranchise  any  freemen  who  should  vote  without  being  duly 
qualified  by  law,  and  they  determine  that  ]Mr.  Allgood's  party 
shall  have  the  sole  use  of  the  Town  Hall  and  the  rooms 
adjoining  during  the  election.  How  flimsy  the  hypocrisy 
with  which  these  intolerant  men  seek  to  cloak  their  purpose  ! 

These  measures,  however,  were  not  carried  unanimously  ; 
only  fourteen  names  are  signed  to  the  order.  One  bold  man 
there  was  at  the  meeting — Richard  Grieve — who  set  the 
majority  at  defiance,  and  who  had  the  daring  to  tell  them 
that  he  would  mob  them,  and  take  the  Town  Hall  by  force. 
The  four-and-twenty  prepared  for  war;  but,  though  they 
strengthened  their  defences  by  procuring  a  cross-bar  for  the 
Tolbooth,  Grieve,  notwithstanding,  carried  his  threat  into 
effect ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  at  the  head  of  a 
party  of  Ossulston's  friends,  armed  with  bludgeons,  attacked 
Allgood's  party,  and  after  a  desperate  struggle  and  some 
bloodshed  drove  them  out  of  the  ToAvn  Hall. 

The  sheiiff  at  the  close  of  the  poll  made  a  return  of  a 
majority  of  2G  for  Lord  Ossulston,  Avho  was  the  ])opular 
candidate  in  Alnwick.  Ninety-seven  freeholders  residing  in 
Alnwick  voted  for  Ossulston,  and  fifty-eight  for  Allgood. 
Some  old  family  names  appear  among  the  voters ;  Alder, 
llanoldson,  F'alder,  Gair,  Grieve,  jNIoftatt,  Yellowly,  Strother 
are  on  the  side  of  Ossulston  ;  Claxton,  Doubleday,  Gallon, 
Ilindmarsh,  Woodhouse,  Weatherburn,  and  several  Forsters 
are  on  the  side  of  Allgood;  but  Stamp  and  Kickaby  take  rank 
in  both  armies.  Against  the  return  there  Avas  a  ])etition, 
because  the  sheriff  in  an  arbitrary  manner  rejected  26  of 
Allgood's  votes  ;    Ossulston  did  not  appear  to   answer  the 
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petition,  and  in  the  following  year  the  House  of  Commons 
decided  that  Lancelot  Allgood  was  dnly  elected;  "but "  says  a 
contemporary  critic,  "  the  rogue  of  a  Sheriff  got  off  Scot  iree." 
Great  joy  tilled  the  corporate  bosom  when  their  cause  triumph- 
ed •  and  it  found  expression,  as  was  usual,  in  jollification ; 
the  Town  Hall  was  illuminated  ;  and  they  squandered  away 
£8  15s.  Gd.  for  punch  and  ale  to  tliemselves,  and  £5  4s.  Od. 
"  for  Ale  given  to  the  populace,  when"  as  they  say,  "Mr. 
Allgood's  election  was  com])romiscd."  The  honour  of  the 
personal  freedom  of  the  town  and  borough  was,  in  17^1, 
conferred  on  Lancelot  Allgood,  Esq. 

The  conduct  of  Ilichurd  Grieve  had  cast  such  indignity  ou 
the  four-and-twenty  that  it  could  not  be  tolerated  by  that 
self-important  body.     Were  they  to  be  trampled   upon  with 
impunity,  and  their  authority  set  at  nought?     Smarting  witli 
defeat,  and  boiling  over  with  passion,  they  met   two  days 
after   the   election,  and   forth   came    the   crushing   sentence 
pronouncing  "  the  conduct  of  Kichard  Grieve  at  the  election 
partial  and  villainous,  and  in  defiance  of  all  ties  both  human 
and   divine;    and  rendering  him   unfit  to  be  a   meuiber  of 
society;"   they  therefore  disfranchised  him,  and  declared  his 
seat  in  'the  comnmn  council  vacant.     How  virulent  these  men 
were'      Not  content  with  Grieve's   corporate   annihihitiun, 
they  attacked  his  purse ;  and  ordered  a  suit  to  be  entered 
a-niinst  him  "  touching  the  want  of  repaiis  of  tin;   lar  3loor 
House  Farm."      Having   struck   down    the   nobler   quarry, 
they  stooped  to  luunbler  game  and  the  waits  were  dismissed, 
one  of  them  having  had  the  au.hicity  to  vote  for  Ossulston. 
Wlien  will  men  learn  to  grant  to  others  what  (!ach  chums  tor 
himself— freedom  of  thought  and  independence  of  action  ! 

At  the  great  contest  in  1774,  two  of  the  leading  actors 
were  notable  Alnwick  freemen— George  Grieve  the  son  ot 
Eichard  Grieve,  and  Collingwood  Forster,  who  was  steward 
of  the  baronial  courts,  and  electioneering  agent  in  cluet  ot 
Lord  Percy  and  his  colleague.     The  gentry  ot  the  county 
'     were  willing  enough  that  Algernon  Percy,  eldest  son  of  the 
duke  of  Northumberland,  then  a  young  man  travelling  abroad 
fur  the  sake  of  his  health,  should  be  a  representative  of  the 
county;   but  they  claimed  the  privilege  of  choosing  the  other 
member ;  and  they  were  Indignant  when ,  contrary  to  arrange- 
ments   Sir  John  Delaval,  who  ha<l  while  in  parliament  sup- 
ported the  duke's  views,  was  brought  fuiward  m  conjunction 
with  Lord  Percy.     At  a  county  meeting  held  at  Morpeth,  on 
July  26th,  1774,  George    Grieve  was    the  principal  oiator. 
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and  he  boldly  cliarg-ed  the  chief  of  the  opposite  party  with 
broken  faith  and  illegal  interference.  By  a  large  majority 
Sir  William  Middleton,  I'art.,  and  William  Fenwick,  Esq., 
Avere  declared  fit  representatives  of  tlie  county.  So  spoke 
the  popular  voice  ;  but  both  parties  went  to  the  poll,  and  for 
thirteen  days  Alnwick  was  the  sccjie  of  wild  contention, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Percy  and  Middleton  ;  the 
nmnbers  at  the  close  of  the  poll  being  for  Lord  Algernon 
Percy,  1235;  Sir  William  Middleton,  Bart.,  1099  ;  Sir  John 
Delaval,  Bart.,  1083  ;  William  Fenwick,  Esq.,  7G2.  Of  149 
freeholders  belonging  to  Alnwick,  117  voted  for  Percy,  78 
for  Delaval,  (38  for  Middleton,  and  23  for  Fenwick.  Terri- 
torial power  had  eflected  a  considerable  change  in  the  borough. 
The  printed  papers  relating  to  this  election  are  numerous  and 
instructive,  shewing  the  inilucnces  which  were  at  work,  and 
the  passions  which  came  into  phiV;,  during  the  exciting 
struggle  for  dominion  on  the  one  side  and  independence  on 
the  other ;  charges  are  Hung  at  the  duke  for  breach  of  faith 
and  illegal  and  tyrannical  interference;  and  these  are  rebutted 
by  sneering  at  the  insignificance  of  the  independent  party, 
and  by  the  disavowal  of  the  letters  and  acts  of  agents. 

At  that  grave  crisis  when  the  influence  of  the  French 
Revolution  was  dreaded,  the  inhabitants  assembled  on  the 
28th  of  December,  1792,  with  Edward  Gallon  in  the  chair, 
and  by  resolution  said  "  that  perceiving  Avith  the  greatest 
concern  the  circulation  of  several  inflammatory  and  licentious 
writings,  tending  to  the  utter  subversion  of  our  present  happy 
constitution,  and  of  all  legal  government,  and  being  anxious 
to  defeat  the  wicked  intentions  of  the  contrivers  and  sup- 
])orters  of  such  nefarious  conduct  they  declare  their  attach- 
ment and  allegiance  to  the  constitution,  and  that  they  will 
exert  themselves  in  suppressing  all  seditious  writings  and  all 
attempts  whatever  to  excite  timiult  and  disorder  in  the  town." 
Subsequently,  as  the  danger  appeared  to  grow  greater,  the 
iidiabitants  in  1797  formed  themselves  into  an  armed  as^oci- 
atitm  for  the  defence  of  the  district;  but  the  duke  of  Northum- 
berland, M-ho  seems  to  have  imbibed  some  old  feudal  notions, 
treated  the  association  with  contempt.  In  a  letter,  dated 
INIarch  ord,  1797,  to  his  commissioners,  lie  says — "  This  idea 
(of  forming  an  armed  association  in  the  ])lace,)  is  really  too 
ridiculous,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  think  it  very  polite  in 
these  Gentlemen,  to  take  a  step  of  this  kind  under  my  very 
nose,  without  so  much  as  giving  themselves  the  trouble  to 
inform  me  of  their  intentions;  and   I   trust  that  no  tenant  or 
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tradesman  who  I  employ  will  join  tliem,  without  first  know- 
ing my  sentiments  of  the  subject."  Feelin;^  indignant  at 
this  treatment,  the  subscribers  and  friends  to  the  proposed 
association  held  a  public  meeting  on  May  15th,  1797,  Mr. 
R.  Annettin  the  chair,  and  passed  the  following  resolution  : — 

"It  is  the  Declaration  of  this  Sleeting  tliat  tho  late  x^roxjosed  Armed  Asso- 
ciation, originated  in  a  Sense  of  Duty  which  wo  owed  to  ovir  L'oiuitry,  our 
Neighbours,  and  ourselves.  Waving  all  Consideration  of  I'uldic  Men  and 
Measures,  wo  cordially  united  in  what  appeared  to  us  a  Common  Cause. — At 
tho  Time  we  steppi'd  forward  witli  an  Oiler  of  our  Services  to  (loverment,  the 
Country  was  threatened  on  every  Side ;  and  though  the  primary  Object  of 
the  Association  was  the  Preservation  of  Order,  and  Protection  of  I'roperty  iu 
the  District,  yet  we  conceived  that  such  Associations  tended  also  to  natiunal 
Security. — With  these  Views  and  Sentiments,  we  heard  with  Sui-j)rize,  that 
tho  Duko  of  Northumberland,  whose  Interest  as  well  as  our  own,  were  em- 
braced by  the  Association,  not  only  shewed  a  mtu'ked  Opposition  to  it,  but 
treated  it  contemptuously  ;  deeming  it  great  rrcsumption  in  us,  to  embark  in 
tho  Measuro  without  Ida  Concurrence  ;  notifying  to  all  his  De])endents,  or 
those  whom  ho  conceived  such,  his  Expectation  that  none  of  them  would 
engage  in  the  same,  seemingly  arrogating  to  himself,  tho  sole  Ability  and 
liight  to  dctei-mino  on  its  expediency ;  and  finally,  ordering  all  those  Trades- 
men to  be  deprived  of  his  Custom,  and  dischargeil  from  his  Employment,  who 
in  following  the  Dictates  of  their  own  Judgments,  and  hone&tly  adhering  to 
their  Country's  Cause,  had  enrolled  themsehes  in  the  said  Association. 

llesolved: — 'L'hat  tho  above  Declaration  of  this  Meeting  be  signed  by  tho 
Chairman,  and  published  in  the  Newcastle  Papers  ;  tho  Siui,  the  Star,  and 
(General  Evening  I'ost,  London  I'apers  ;  Edinburgh  Advert i.ser,  and  in  tho 
Town  and  Neighbourhood  by  Hand-bills;  that  Britons  may  judge,  whether 
the  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  towards  the  ]M  (rubers  of  tho  said 
Association,  has,  or  has  not  been.  Arbitrary,  Insulting,  and  Oi)i)ressivo. 

P.A^LPH  iVNNETT,  Chairman." 

After  this,  ten  subscribers,  at  the  head  of  wliom  stand 
Wm.  r>aird,  Edwd.  {Stamp,  C.  F.  Lindsay,  witlulrew  from 
the  assoriation,  and  signed  a  declaration  disapproving  of  the 
resolution  ;  and  two  days  afterwards  some  hundreds  of  tlie 
inhiibitants  of  Alnwick  and  its  vicinity  signed  another  paper 
condemning  the  publication  of  the  resolution,  and  "declaring 
their  disapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  the  whole  proceeding." 
This  tempest  in  Alnwick  was  but  a  storm  in  a  tea  cup  ;  but 
it  is  signilicant  of  the  characters  both  of  the  lord  and  of  the 
people  of  Alnwick.  Subsequently,  however,  the  duke  raised 
a  volunteer  corps  from  among  his  own  tenants  and  tradesmen, 
and  supplied  them  with  clothing  and  arms,  in  accordaiu-e  with 
liis  own  notions,  and  with  the  sanction  of  his  sovereign. 

Pity  it  is,  to  see  zeal  in  a  good  cause  drive  men  onwards  to 
acts  of  persecution.  A  few  in  Alnwick  were  favourable  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  French  Revolution  was  founded; 
but  they  were  looked  on  witli  suspicion,  and  subjected  to 
petty  annoyaiice.  One  of  the  leading  tnerchants — Gawiu 
tScott — suspected  of  holding  views  too  liberal  for  the  times, 
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was  wutclied  and  harassed  ;  and  on  one  occasion  a  company 
of  the  Percy  tenantry  was  drawn  up  hefore  his  house,  and, 
commanded  by  their  captain,  II.  C.  Selby,  advanced  towards 
it  with  fixed  bayonets  to  terrify  its  inmates.  Sucli  wretched 
bullying-  created  disgust,  and  drove  at  last  a  good  member  of 
society  from  the  town,  to  seek  a  peaceful  refuge  in  America, 
Avhere  for  several  years  afterwards  he  lived  and  prospered. 

The  men  of  Alnwick  sometimes  came  boldly  forth  as  the 
friends  of  progress,  as  well  as  of  constitutional  order.  Many 
of  them  gave  tlieir  warm  and  honest  sympathies  to  the  Hon. 
Charles  Grey,  when  he  was  in  1807  ousted  from  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  county  ;  and  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  great 
orator,  on  retiring  from  the  contest,  so  thrilled  their  hearts 
that  the  impression  died  not  out  till  the  generation  wlio 
heard  it  had  passed  away.  They  felt,  too,  for  the  ])ersecuted 
Queen  Caroline ;  and  were  proud  of  the  eminent  statesman 
who  greatly  aided  in  her  deliverance.  When  the  obnoxious 
bill  against  her  was  abandoned,  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
were  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  throughout  Nortlunuberlaud 
and  Durham  rejoicings  Avere  general ;  but  the  peo])le  of  Aln- 
wick did  something  more  ;  they  deemed  it  their  duty  to 
welcome  Earl  Grey's  return  to  his  northern  home,  and  to 
present  to  him  an  address,  giving  utterance  to  their  senti- 
ments and  feelings.  At  a  hirge  meeting,  presided  over  by 
John  Carr,  of  Bondgate  Hall,  the  folloAving  address  was 
unanimously  agreed  to ;  it  was  Avritten  by  the  Ivev.  David 
Paterson,  and  was  praised  at  tlie  time  by  metropolitan 
journals,  as  well  expressing  the  national  feeling;  it  is  worthy 
of  preservation: — 

"  ^[■idriss  tu  the  liiff/it  IIo)i.  Furl  Grcij  hit  the  InJiuhitants  of  Alnwick. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  grandeur  of  your  iridciiendent  and  consistent 
chnruclur  as  a  slatfsman,  wo,  tlioundursigned  inhaliitants  of  Alnwick  ]iresiinie 
luiiiiLly  and  gratefully  to  address  your  Lordship  ujiou  lids  your  welcome  and 
joyous  return  to  its  vicinity. 

The  joint  sufl'rage  of  religion,  reason,  and  common  sense,  justifies  us  in 
saying  that  the  history  of  your  puhlic  life  is  a  brilliant  dis])luy  of  the  highest 
\irtuo.  A  deteriiuued  foe  to  corruption  and  misrule  the  ])olitician  is  ever  lost 
in  the  patriot ;  a  sincere,  an  ardent,  and  zealous  friend  to  ci'V'il  and  religious 
liberty,  ambition  and  self  interest  have  uniformly  been  saerilii'cd  to  justice 
and  truth,  benignity  and  tho  general  good  ;  but  upon  no  occasion  has  your 
fame  slionc  forth  in  a  more  conspicuous  and  attractive  lustre  than  in  your 
noble  and  patriotic  opposition  to  the  late  Bill  of  I'aiiis  and  renalties.  Wo 
must  say,  in  the  impartiality  of  our  judgments,  and  the  candour  of  our  hearts, 
that  the  charges  jircferred  against  the  Uueen  were  not  s\ibstantiatcd;  and, 
proceeding  upon  the  feelings  and  dictates  of  the  charity  which  thinketh  no 
evd,  we  cannot  but  believe  her  Jlajesty  to  be  innocent.  There  can  be  but 
one  unprejudiced  opinion  as  to  the  part  your  Lordship  sustained  in  tho  dis- 
cussion— namely,  that  it  is  greatly  owing  to  your  firm  ajid  incorruptible 
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integrity,  powerful  reasonings,  and  irresiatible  eloquence,  that  the  said  uncon- 
Btitutionnl,  impolitic,  and  inl'amoua  nieasui'e  is  now  overwlielmed  in  over- 
lasting  confusion. 

The  triunii)h:int  success  with  which  it  has  pleased  a  gracious  Pro"vidence  to 
crown  the  faithful  exertion  of  your  mighty  talents,  wo  hail  as  presaging  the 
near  approach  of  that  auspicious  era  when  your  enlightened  and  liberal  views, 
Bound  principles,  gcTierous  synijiathies,  and  humane  bentimcnts  shall  Lo 
ado])ted  and  acted  upon  in  both  llousus  of  Parliament.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
we  unhesitatingl}'  and  boldly  venture  to  predict  that  your  well-earned  laurels 
will  continue  to  llourish  in  fresh  verdure  and  immortal  splendour  when  the 
proud  trophies  of  a  more  acoonunodating  and  less  amiable  policy  shall  have 
mouldered  into  dust. 

You  have,  indeed,  purchased  for  j'our  family  the  most  precious  of  all  inheri- 
tances ;  and  we  fondly  hope,  and  eontldently  trust,  that  in  due  time  they  will 
prove  themselves  worthy  of  their  illustrious  father.  "Well  may  j'ou  hence- 
forth repose  yo\ir  venerable  head  on  a  jiillow  without  care,  and  peacefully 
enjoy  your  slumbers  sweetened  with  the  balm  of  conscious  rectitude. 

The  dismemberment  of  States  is  the  necessary  consequence  of  mal-admin- 
istration  obstinately  persisted  in.  Wamily  attached  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  o\u'  beloved  country,  we  abhor  and  deprecate  all  revolutionary 
changes  ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  feel  anxiously  solicitous  for  the  reforniatiou 
of  tliose  abuses  and  the  prevention  of  those  inno^•ation3  and  encroachments 
which  tlii-eateu  tlie  subversion  of  our  wise  laws,  the  destruction  of  our  happy 
constitution,  the  utter  extinction  of  the  established  rules  of  suborilination,  and 
the  breaking  up  of  all  social  order.  We  therefore  earnestly  pray  to  Heaven 
for  the  prolongation  of  your  valuable  life  and  public  usefulness,  as  being  one 
of  the  princii)al  safeguards  and  strongest  bulwarks  of  our  rights  and  liberties, 
as  men,  as  Britons,  ami  as  Christians. 

Thus  have  \ve  ingcncously  and  fearlessly  expressed  our  feelings  and  ideas 
in  language  which  '  envy  will  scarcely  dare  to  call  ilattery.' 

]\Iay  the  faith  and  the  hope  of  the  Gospel  support  your  exalted  and  bene- 
volent spii'it  amidst  the  decay  and  dissolution  of  lu^ture ;  and  in  a  world  to 
come  may  even  'that  wliich  was  so  glorious  hero  have  no  glor\',  by  reason  of 
the  glory  which  excelloth.'  " 

A  tleputation  "was  anpointcd  to  present  this  addres.s;  but 
tlic  zeal  of  the  people  outran  their  discretion,  and  some 
hundreds  acconipanii-d  the  deputation  to  Ilowick  Hall  ;  to 
the  -whole,  however,  Earl  Grey  extended  his  hospitality. 
The  famous  wit,  the  Rev.  Sidney  Smith,  was  at  this  time 
Earl  Grey's  guest ;  and  in  one  of  his  letters  he  refers  to  the 
scene.  Though  a  "whig,  lie  had,  however,  little  sympathy 
with  the  people;  he  has  not  one  word  to  say  of  the  hearty 
and  kindly  feeling  of  the  people  to  the  earl — nothing  of  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  address,  though  written  by  one 
who  sat  with  him  in  the  Edinburgh  Speculative  Society  when 
both  were  young  men — but  he  tells  us — "  The  Alnwick 
people  came  over  with  an  address,  and  drank  forty-four 
bottles  of  sherry  and  fifty-two  of  old  port, besides  ale!"  The 
record  made  by  this  professed  joker  is  less  creditable  to  him- 
self than  to  the  people. 

On  no  important  public  occasion  was  a  more  harmonious 
opinion  given  by  the  people  of  Alnwick  than  on  the  Keform 
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]3ill,  brought  forward  by  Earl  Grey.  A  public  nieotiug  was 
held  on  January  27th,  I80I,  i)resi(lt'd  over  by  John  Carr,  of 
lioudgate  Hall,  "  to  petition  both  liouses  of  Parliament  in 
favour  of  Rcfornr  and  Retrenchment."  It  was  the  largest 
})olitical  meeting  ever  held  by  the  people  of  the  town,  and 
the  object  was  triumphantly  carried  out.  The  princi])al 
speakers  were  the  chairman,  the  Rev,  George  Anderson, 
A.M.,  George  Tate,  Luke  Itindmarsh,  Thomas  13ell,  John 
Lambert,  Robert  Falder,  George  Wilson,  surgeon,  the  Rev. 
David  Paterson,  and  Robert  I?usby  ;  the  proceedings  and 
speeches  were  afterwards  published  in  a  pamphlet.  The 
peo])le  remained  true  to  their  ])rincipl('S  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  crisis;  all  attempts  to  lay  tlie  spirit  of  reform  were  as 
futile  as  the  endeavouis  of  the  famous  Mrs.  Partington  to 
drive  back  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  with  her  broom. 

The  recent  political  character  of  Alnwick  is  shewn  by  the 
voting,  at  the  last  contests  for  the  representation  of  the 
northern  division  of  Northumberland.  At  tlic  election  in 
August,  IB-l'T,  Sir  George  Grey',  (whig),  and  Lord  Ossulston, 
(conservative),  were  returned ;  the  votes  being  for  Grey, 
13GG;  Ossulston,  1247;  and  Lovaiue,  1237.  For  the  parish 
of  Alnwick  250  persons  voted,  viz:  for 

Grey,        104  plumpers,  33  split  votes,  137  total. 
Ossulston,    0  „       112  „  112     „ 

Lovaine,       3  ,,       141  ,,  144     ,, 

At  the  last  contest,  in  July,  1852,  when  Lord  Lovaine  and 
Lord  Ossulston,  (conservatives),  were  elected,  and  Sir  George 
Grey,  Bart.,  (whig),  was  defeated;  the  votes  were,  for  Lovaine, 
1414;  Ossulston,  1335;  Grey,  1300.  For  the  parish  of 
Alnwick,  277  persons  voted,  viz:  for 

Grey,        102  plumpers,  31  split  votes,  133  total. 
Ossulston,    0         „         139  ,,  130      „ 

Lovaine,       7         „         167  „  174      ,, 

Since  the  division  and  improvement  of  Alnwick  Moor  a 
new  class  of  voters  has  been  admitted  on  the  registration  roll. 
Those  freemen  who  themselves  cultivate  their  allotments  of 
one  acre  of  land,  in  -which  they  have  a  life  interest  if  they 
reside  in  the  town,  are  lujw  entitled  to  votes.  After  the 
revision  of  18G5,  there  were  334  voters  in  Alnwick  ])arish, 
226  of  whom  claimed  as  freeholders,  44  as  occupiers,  and  64 
as  moor  allotces. 
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